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HISTORY 

OP    THE 

PROCEEDINGS   and  DEBATES 

OF    TH£ 

HOUSE   OF   COMMONS, 

In  the  SIXTH  SESSION  of  the 

Scvcuteenth  Parliament  of  Great  Britain^ 

Appointed  to  be  holden  at  W£sTMiK8'r£R> 
On  Thursday,  the  25th  of  Octobj&r^  1790* 


Thurfdayy    agth  OSfobef. 

XX  MESSAGE  from  His  Majefty  was  delivered  by  Sir  Francis 
Mdyncux,  Gentleman  UOier  of  ihe  Black  Rod ; 

Mr.  Speaker, 

The  King  CTmntands  this  jhonourable  Ittouje  to  attend  His  Majejly 
immediateif  in  tht  Houfe  of  Peers* 

Accordingly,  Mr.  Speaker,  with  the  Houfe,  went  up  to  attend 
His  Majefiy ;  and  being  returned, 

Mr.  SPEAKER  acquainted  the  Houfe,  that  in  purfuance  ol 
the  diredions  of  an  ad  of  the  24th  of  his  prefent  M^fty,  he 
had  iffiied  bis  warrants,  during  the  recefs,  to  the  Clerk  of  the 
Crown,  to  make  out  new  writs  for  the  ele£Kon  of  feveral  Mem- 
bers to  ferve  in  Parliament. 

A  bill  for  the  more  effeduad  preventing  Clandefline  Outlawrietfj 
was  read  the  firft  dtne. 

Relblved,  That  this  bill  be  read  a  fecond  time. 
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Mr.  SPEAKER  reported,  that  the  Houfe  had  attended  His 
Majefty  in  the  Houfe  of  Peers,  where  His  Majefty  was  pleafed  to 
make  a  mod  gracious  fpcech  from  the  throrte  to  both  Houfet  of 
Parliament ;  of  which,  Mr.  Speaker  faid,  he  had,  to  prevent  mis- 
takes, obtained  a  copy,  which  he  read  to  the  Houfe,  and  is  as 
fblloweth;  viz. 

My  Lords,  and  Gentlemen, 

IT  is  a  great  fatisfaSfion  to  me  At  reflet,  thaff  notwithftanding 
the  many  events  unfavourable  to  the  common  caufe^  the  profpeSf  refult- 
ingfrom  the  general  Jituation  of  affairs  has,  in  many  important  r^- 
Jpe^Sf  ieen  materially  improved  in  the  courfe  of  the  prefent  year. 

In  Italy,  tfje  threatened  invafim  of  tl>e  French  has  teen  presented s 
and  they  have  been  dnvcn  bad  from  a  conjiderable  part  of  the  line  of 
cofljt  which  they  had  occupied:  there  is  alfo  reafon  t^J^ope  that  the  re- 
cent  operations  of  the  Auftrian  armies  have  checked  the  progrefs  which 
they  have  made  on  thejide  of  Germany,  and  fruji rated  the  offenji'ue 
projeSfs  which  they  were  purfuing  in  that  quarter. 

The  fucceffes  which  have  attended  their  military  operations  in  other 
parts  of  the .  camfr.ign^  and  the  advantages  which  they  ha^te  derived 
frmi  the  c^nciujion  of  fcparate  treaties  with  fome  of  the  powers  wh^ 
were  engn^  in  the  war^  are  far  from  compenfating  the  evils  which 
they  experience  from  its  continuance.  *  The  deflruBion  of  their  com- 
merce^  th  diminutiw  of  their  maritime  power j  and  the  unparalleled 
€f7ib.  nvtffnient  end  dijlrefs  of  their  internal  Jituationy  ha^je  produced 
the  iniprejjion  which  was  naturally  to  be  expeShd  ;  and  a  general  fenfe 
appears  to  prevail  throughout  France,  that  the  only  relief  from  the  in^ 
creajing  preffure  of  thefe  difficukies  mufl  arife  from  the  rejioratiou 
of  jence^  and  the  ^ahUJhment  of  feme  fettled  fyjiem  of  government. 

The  dfjl  raft  ion  and  anarchy  which  havefo  long  prevailed  in  that 
country y  httue  led  to  a  crjisy  of  which  it  is  as  yet  impojlfible  to  forefee 
(he  iffue ;  but  which  mujt^  in  all  human  probability^  produce  confe^ 
quences  highly  importani  to  the  interefis  of  Europe.      Should  this  crijis 
iermhiate  in  any  order  cf  things  compatible  with  the  tranquillity  of 
other  countries,  and  affording  a  reafonable  expeSfation  of  fecurity  atpd 
permanence  in  any  treaty  which  might  be  concluded^  the  appearance  of 
a  difp-.jmion  to  negociate  far  general  peace  on  jufi  andfuitabU  terms 
witl  not  fail  to  be  met^  on  my  part ^  with  an  eamefi  dejire  to  give  it 
thefullcjl  andfpeediejl  effect.     But  I  am  perfuaded  you  will  agree 
with  mcy  that  nothing  is  fo  likely  to  enfure  and  accelerate  this  dejirea* 
hie  endy  as  to/hew  that  we jire  prepared  for  either  alternative^  and 
are  determined  to  profecute  the  war  with  the  utmojt  energy  and  vigour f 
until  we  have  the  means  of  concluding^  in  conjun6fion  with  mr  aUes, 
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fach  afeace  «i  the  jufiice  (f  mr  cauft  and  thejituatim  of  the  enemy 
mat  emtitU  us  to  expe5l. 

With  this  view  I  am  continuing  to  make  the  greatefi  exertions  f of 
naintmung  and  iinproving  our  naval  fuperiorityy  and  for  carrying  on 
cSiive  and  vigorous  operations  in  the  Weft  Indies,  in  order  tofecure 
(LKi  extend  the  advantages  which  we  have  gained  in  that  quarter^  and 
ivhicb  are  fo  nearly  conneSied  with  our  commercial  refources  and  mO'- 
ritime  Jirength. 

I  rely  with  full  confidence  on  the  continuance  of  your  firm  and  zeor 
h:ts  fu^ortj  on  the  uniform  brcrvery  of  my  fteettk  o^d  armies^  and  on 
tte  fortitudcy  ferftverance^  and  public  fpirit  of  all  ranis  of  my 
people. 

The  aSs  ef  lyojiility  committed  by  the  United  Provinces,  under  the 
influence  and  control  of  France,  have  obliged  me  to  treat  them  as  in  a 
fate  of  war  wit/f'fhis  country. 

Tie  ^et  which  I  have  employed  in  the  North  Seas  Bos  received  the 
mofi  cordial  and  aiiive  affiflance  from  the  naval  force  fumijhed  by  the 
Emprefs  of  Ruflia,  and  has  been  enabled  effeSlually  to  check  the  opera* 
tizns  of  the  enemy  in  that  quarter. 

I  have  concluded  engagements  of  defenfive  alliance  with  §be  two  im* 
perial  courts;  and  the  raiifcatims  of  the  treaty  of  commerce  with  the 
Umted  States  of  America,  which  I  announced  to  you  lajl  year^  hceue 
mw  been  exchanged.  I  have  direSfed  copies  of  thefc  treaties  to  be  laid 
ufre  you* 

Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 

It  is  matter  of  deep  concern  to  me^  that  the  exigencies  of  the  public  ^ 
fervice  will  require  further  addition  to  the  heavy  burdens  which  have 
been  unavoidably  impofed  on  my  petptt.  Itrufi  that  tkeir  prefjure  will, 
infome  degree ^  be  alleviated  by  the  fiourifhing  flate  of  our  commerce 
and  manufactures^  and  that  our  expences^  though  necejfarily  great  in 
I  heir  amount  y  wUlf  under  the  aSfual  eircumfiances  of  the  war^  admit 
f  confiderable  diminution  in  comparifon  with  tMfe  of  the  prefent  year* 

My  Lords,  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  obferoed  for  fome  time  fafly  with  the  greafefi  anxiety  y  the 
irrr  high  price  of  grain,  and  that  anxiety  is  increafed  by  theappre- 
MJion  that  the  produce  of  the  wheat  harvefl  in  the  prefent  year  may 
ryJ  have  been  fuch  as  effcifually  to  relieve  my  people  from  the  difficulties 
'I'fb  which  they  have  had  to  contend.  The  fpirit  of  order  and'fub^ 
r.'ffjm  to  the  laws  which,  with  very  few  exceptions,  has  manifefied 
uj(tf  under  this  fevere  prefjure y  will,  I  amfure,  be  felt  by  you  as  an 
dditionaJ  incentive  to  apply  yourfelves  with  the  utmofi  diligence  to  the 
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conjfderntlon  of  fueh  mcafures  as  may  tend  to  altevtate  the  prefeni  dif" 
trejsy  and  to  prevent^  as  far  as  pafjtble^  the  reneuial  of  Jtmilar  em- 
harraffments  in  future.  Nothing  has  been  oniitted  on  my  part  that  ap- 
peared likely  to  contribute  to  this  end;  and  you  may  be  afjured  of  my 
hearty  concurrence  in  whatever  regulations  the  wifdom  of  Parliament 
may  adopts  on  a  fubjeB  fo  peculiarly  inltrejling  to  my  people j  tvhije 
welfare  will  ever  be  the  ohjeSf  nearefl  my  heart. 

The  Speech  being  read,  the  Ead  of  DALKEITH  (fon  of  the 
Duke  of  Buccleughi  rofe  to  move,  the  addrcfs,  and  faid,  he  was 
perfuaded  the  Houm  would  agree  with  him,    that  though   fomc 
events  had  taken  place,  which,  in  themfclv^*^,  appeared  unfavoura- 
ble to  the  juft  caufe  in  which  we  were  engaged  ;  and  though  they 
could  not  but  feel  for  the  misfouuncs  which,  in  the  profecution  of 
the  war,  had  attended  our  allies,  there  nas  am^  caufe  for  f?.tis- 
fiaiction  in  tl||L^fit»iation  of  our  own  airalfe,  taken  in  the  general 
view  they  afforded  ot  impiL\cnHiit  iincc  the  la(^  }car;   for  though 
ITO  conquefts  had  been  made  on  the  Continent,  the  farther  progrcfs 
of  the  French  arms  hnd  been  picvcntcd  in  Italy,  and  on  the  Rl.ine, 
In  the  Eaft  Indies,  tlinib  policffions  belonging  to  the  enemy,   that 
could  conttibute  to  the  wealth  and   commercial   intercfis  of  this 
country,  had  been  all  taken  from  tncm  ;  and  in  the  Well,  if  not 
9II,    at  leaft  pofieffions  abundantly  gieat,  had  fallen  bcft^re  our 
fleets  Tiu^  armies.      While  the  unexampled  vigorous  operations, 
going  forward  under  one  of  the  ableft  commanders  of  the  country, 
gave  foundation  to  fuppofe  that  the  whole  (it  thnfe  iflands  would 
f||4  into  our  hands,  and  that*"  by  becoming  mailers  of  the  Weft 
Indies,  we  fliould  feciire  the  means  of  carrying  on  the  war  as  long 
as  it  might  be  found  neccffary.      He  was  aware,  that  to  counter- 
balance ihefe  weighty  advr^ntagcs,  the  fccefl^nn  of  fo  many  of  our 
alUps  from  the  comn.on  caufe,  would  be  enlarged  upon  by  gentle- 
men on  the  other  fide  of  the  Houfe ;  but  paradoxical  as  it  might 
fpem,  he  was  perfuaded,  that  by  the  lofs  of  thofe  allies  we  had  ac^. 
quired  additional  ftrength,  fince  it  enabled  us  to  profecute  with  in- 
creafed  energy  the  war  by  fca,  and  to  exert  our  \vhole  means  and 
efforts  tn  maintaining  and  improving  our  naval  fupcriority .    He  was 
aware,  too,  that  obfervations  of  a  fimilar  tendency  would  be  n.adc 
on  the  lofles  our  trade  had  fuflained  by  captures  at  fea ;  but  when 
the  Houfe  recollefted  the  unbounded  extent  of  our  commerce,  and 
the  difficulty,  or  rather  impofl'ibility,  of  covering  the  whole  fea 
with  our  (hips,  in  order  effeflually  to  prevent  their  cruizcrs  from 
coming  out,   together  with  the  circumdance  vf  their  having  no 
commerce  to  protcdl^  the  Houfe,  could  not  be  furprifed  at  th^  oc^ 
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cafional  partial  lo(fes  fulhinc^  by  our 'trade.     Upon  reading  His   - 
Majcfty's  Speech,  he  would  aflert,  that  better  meafures  could  fiot 
be  pfopofedy  more  wife  and  fuitable  to  the  policy  of  the  country. 
Wijcn  the  nature  of  the  enemy,  with  v\!iom  we  had  to  contend, 
was  duly  confidered,   it  would  be  found,  that  in  order  to  fccure  a 
lafluig  and  honourable  peace,  we  muft  fliew  tlxm  their  inability  to 
comcnd,  and  convince  thtm,  at  the  fame  time,  of  our  ftrength. 
They  did  nothing  from  found  policy,  but  ad^ed  cntiuly  upon  the 
impulfc  o!"  t!ie  immediate  nectflity  of  tliat  party  wh^o  happened  to 
nilc      It  %v2s  ihercforc  ubvioiiF,  that,  in  order  to  fccure  the  de- 
fireabte  (jbjcCl^  px.nce,  we  (houki  (hew  ourfeivcs  prepared  for  cither 
alternative  of  peace-  or  v,^x  ;  befides,  he  was  lure,  that  a   dif- 
graccful  peace  would  \>c  much  more  .odious  in  the  eyes  of  Britons, 
than  any  inconvcnicncics  which  could  arifc  from  the  farther  profe- 
entire  of  tl'ic  var.     As  to  the  prcfent  conftltution  of  France,  it 
was  nor,  he  conceived,  an  objedl  of  our  confKj^ation  whether  it 
was  detrimental  to  tbemfelves.      If  it  was   not  detrimental  and 
dangerous  to  the  tranquillity  of  other  natioiTs,  it  could  be  no  rea- 
fonable  impediment  to  the  accompliftimcnt  of  a  peace.     But  con- 
fide ring  that  that  conftitution  was  upheld  by  the  army  againft  the 
confent  of  the  people,  wh%  fo  far  from  being  fatisfied  with,  had 
rifqocd  a  bloody  druggie  to  overturn  it,  it  muft  be  very  doubtful  at 
vrhat  period  a  fccure,  lafting,  and  honourable  peace  could  be  con- 
cluded.    The  diftrafiion  and  anarchy  in  which  France  had  been 
involved,  remained.     The  man  who,  fince  the  overthrow  of  Ro- 
tcrfpicme,  had  been  thought  to  regulate  their  affairs,  had  been  de- 
nounced, and  the  iflue  was  yet  uncertain;  in  fliort,  nothing  ifcmed 
to  indicate  a  return  of  a  ftable  and  permanent  government.     With 
what  propriety  could  any  propofition  of   tcrans  come  from  tliis 
country,  while  the  terrors  of  denunciation  are  fufpended  over  the 
heads  of  diofe  with  whom  we  would  be  taught  to  negociate?  Was 
it  at  the  period  of  eftabUihing  their  conrtitution  by  the  army  in- 
fluence, we  were  to  look  to  for  peace,  or  when  the  bloody  and  vio- 
lent ftru^le  was  concluded  ?     He  faid,  he  feared  he  had  trcfpaffed 
too  long  on  the  patience  of  the  Houfe,  and  concluded  by  moving 
the  addrefs,  which  was  as  ufual,  an  echo  of  the  Speech. 

The  Hon.  ROB.  STEWART,  (fon  of  Lord  Londonderry) 
on  (cconding  the  addrefs,  faid,  he  (hould  not  recur  to  any  of  the 
queftions  which  the  Houfe  had  difpofed  of  in  the  progrefs  of  the 
war ;  he  (hould  only  look  to  the  prefent  fituation  of  the  c6nteft, 
and  die  probable  iffuc  of  a  perfeverance  in  the  war.  In  comparing 
the  profpeds  of  the  prefent  moment  with  thofc  of  tlie  laft  year, 
notiiithftanding  foroe  reveries,  our  fituation  was  evidently  improved ; 
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in  looking  to  France,  it  clearly  appeared^  amidft  the  confuficm  that 
Vei|;ncd  there,  tliat  the  two  great  features  of  their  fyftcm,    ^•rhich 
maiie  dicm  fo  formidable  to  us  and  all  the  other  powers  oppofed  to 
them,  ivcre  falling' to  decay;  viz.  their  paper  currency,  and  that 
government  of  terror,  whicli  had  enabled  them  to  make  fuch  un- 
exampled military  efforts,  wWch  had  been  able  for  a  cgnfidcrable 
time  to  turn  the  whole  wealth  and  population  of  the  country   to 
war.     To  prov^  that  the  affignats  had  nearly  loft  their  powers,   it 
iwas  fuffidcnt  to  ftate,  that  they  were  difcredited  in  the  proportion 
of  7  o  to  I  ;  that  the  ftate,  for  every  one  and  a  half  per  cent. 
which  it  might  have  6ccalion  to  expend,  muft  iffue  lool.  in  rv>- 
minal  currency;  and  another  campaign,  fuppofing  their  at^ual  ex- 
pence  20  millions  fterling,  would  require  an  iffue  of  afftgnats  to 
the  artioUnt  of  1400  millions  fterling,  fuppofing  the  depreciation 
not  to  be  incrcafod,  which  could  rvjt  but  happen  ;  a  quantity  of 
paper  which,  if  ^dded  to  720  millions  now  in  circulation,  would 
leave  them  without  any  value  whatfoever.      If  any  farther  argu- 
iBcnt  was  required,  we  had  the  admiflion  of  the  Convention,  that 
the  affignats  could  not  be  farther  relied  oA,  and  that  fpecic  muft 
be  reforted  to.     But  where  was ^ it  to  be  found?     They  had   it 
not ;  and  if  they  had,  having  ncither^induftry  nor  commerce,    it 
would  not  long  remain  in  the  country.     They  felt  tlie  neceffity  of 
an  entire  change  of  fyftem  ;  nothing  but  peace  could  bring  them 
any  relief;  and  the  neceflity  of  peace  would  force  them  to  abandon 
the  dcftrudlivc  fyftem  they  had  been  adling  upon. 

The  government  of  terror  was  held  in  fuch  abhorrer>cc,  that 
the  n^cftabliftiment^of  it  was  impoOlble ;  all  parties  felt  it  fo;  it 
was  a  milter  of  corttcft  which  (hould  difclaim  it  moft.  After  the 
Sections  had  been  reduced,  the  firft  act  of  the  vivflorious  party  was 
to  banifli  Barrerc,  and  to  bring  to  trial  the.  former  terrorifts  ;  and 
fo  comoletcly  odious  was  terror  ahd  revolutionary  law,  that  they 
had  rectourfe  to  military  tribunals  for  the  ttialof  the  revoltcrs. 

Such  was  the  ftate  of  France  ;  ^nd  although  die  laft  campaign 
had  not  been  fruitful  in  vi6tories,  the  preflure  of  the  war  had 
caufed  the  diftrefs  tnd  weaknefs  which  reduced  die  enemy  even 
with  more  certainty  than  military  fuccefs.  Although  he  was  wil- 
ling to  admit,  that  the  weaknefs  of  the  enemy  made  ne^ociation 
much  lefs  hazardous  than  when  they  were  in  ftrcngth,  yet  he  did 
not  believe  that  any  man  ^^ould  recommend  negociation  juft  at  the 
prefent  moment ;  the  total  change  which  a  few  days  muft  make  one 
way  or  the  other  in  the  aftalrs  of  that  coimtry,  made  it  a  matter 
of  common  fcnfe  to  .wait  for  the  event;  before  any  decifton  was 
taken* 
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He  faid,  xioCwithftanding  fuch  favourable  profpcijtsy  it  could 
na  but  be  lamented  that  there  was  a  neceiTity  of  Aill  fartiicr  ad- 
ding to  our  debt  ;  the  country  had,  however,  the  confblation  to 
oUenre,  that  the  (burces  of  wealth  had  not  been  impaired  by  the 
war  5  that  conimerce  and  manufa6hires  were  never  more  flourifh- 
ir^ ;  that  public  credit  was  high ;  that  the  preffurc  of  the  late 
t2%es  was  little  felt  ;  and  that  the  principle  of  liquidation' had  (b 
accompanied  the  new  debt,  as  to  fnake  it  lefs  to  be  regretted. 
Such  a  pidure  of  reiburces,  compared  with  the  annihilated  com- 
roeroe,  manufa£lures,  credit,  taxes,  currency,  of  the  enemy, 
every  thing  which  conltitutes  wealth  or  ftrcngth,  gave  the  Houfc 
the  (hongcft  afliirancc  that  pcrfevcrance  muft  enfurc  fuccefs. 

As  the  atguaicnts  in  favour  of  immediate  ncgociation  were  not 
to  be  maintained  y    he  was  prepared  to  hear  the  other  fide  of  the 
Houfe  indulge   in   lamenting  the  difal^ers  of  the  campaign  on  the 
Continent ;    the  revcrfes  we  had  experienced  in  that  quarter,  and 
die  reparation  of  feveral  powers  from  the  alliance,  certainly  af- 
forded juft   grounds    for  regret;  yet  notwithftanding  its  difaHers, 
the  war  on  the  Continent  had  been  the  great  means  of  reducing 
the  enemy,   by    ncceflTitating  an  expence  which  no  country  could- 
long  fuppoTt*       It  >¥as  the  prefiTure  in  that  quarter  which  took  tlie 
fling  from    Jacob!  nifm,  and   made  it  comparatively  harmlefs;  it 
was  not  till  after  France  was  materially  «2(hauftcd,  and  incapable 
of  ading  on  her  original  principles,  that  PrufTia  made  peace ;  and 
from  that  time  the  war,  like  all  former  wars,  hsd  been  rather  a 
ftniggle   for  territory,  than  a  cruiade  for  the  propagation  of  the 
righte  of  man-      The  feparate  peace  made  by  the  fm^ller  dates  of 
Germany,    particularly  Hanover,  he  cxpeded  to  hear   obfervcd 
upon;  but  however  the  conduct  of  die  Elcdtor  of  Hanover  ntfght 
fumiih  a  topic  for  declamation,  it  never  could  be  gravely  adduced 
as  a  Tcafon  that  other  powers,  not  fimilarly  expofcd,  fliould  follow 
an  example    which  ncceffity,  not  choice,   might  have  dilated. 
Upon  the   whole,  the  war  on  the  Continent  had  cxhauft«d  the 
enemy,  afcid  enabled  us  to  employ  our  navy  more  offcnfivcly  in  the 
different  quarters  of  the  globe,  much  more  than  wc  could  have 
done  had  the  French  army  been  unemployed,  and  Rationed  along 
the  oppofitc  coaft.      In  feci,  the  money  we  had  expended  on  the 
Continent  contributed  as  efficiently  to  our  naval   fuccefs  as  any 
money  laid  out  upon  the  fleet  itfelf.     The  lofs  of  Holland  was  a 
fcvcrc  blow,  but  a   misfortune  caufcd  rather  by  the  fcafon,  than 
the  arms  of  the  enemy;  and  not^ ithftanding  France  was  in  pof- 
icflion  of  that  country,  fo  flow  were  the  Dutch  in  their  imitation 
of  French  politics,  it  was  clear  diat  the  new  principles  were  un- 


8  PARLIAMENTARY  [Commons. 

congenial,  and  that  Holland,  when  the  French  troops  were  with- 
drawn, would  return  to  their  old  hahits. 

Such  had  been  the  reverfes  of  the  war ;  it  had  not,  how^ever, 
been  without  its  triumphs ;  and  as  far  as  it  depended  upon   Great 
Britain  as  a  nation,  it  had  been  particularly  gloriou«.     Never,   in 
any  former  war,  had  our  naval  fuperiority  been  fo  deciiive  ;   and 
never  had  the  maritime  power  of   Franee  been  fo  completely 
cruOied.     Our  fuperiority  on  all  the  principal  (lations  had  been 
uninterrupted,  and  our  commerce,  confidering  its  extent,  had  fuf- 
fercd  but  little.     The  French  had  been  expelled  fix)m  the  Eaft 
Indies,  imd  our  pofTeffions  in  the  Weft  Indies  been  extended  ;   an 
armament  was  now  prepared  to  z&.  in  that  part  of  the  world, 
which  promifed  fuch  extend ve  advantages,  as  would  enable  us  to 
teach  the  enemy,  that  if  they  were  not  prepared  to  be  entirely  ex- 
cluded  from  the  Colonial  advantages  of  the  Weft  Indies,  they 
muft  return  within  their  former  limits  in  Europe. 

Having  the  ftrongeft  conviflion  of  the  original  juftice  of  the 
war,  and  feeing,,  as  he  did,  notwithftanding  fome  difafters  which 
no  war  was  exempt  from,  the  beft  profpefts  of  a  favourable  ifluc 
from  a  fteady  and  vigorous  perfeverance^in  the  conteft,  he  felt  an 
entire  confidence  that  His  Majefty's  Miniftcrs  would  feize  the  firft 
pradlicablc  occafion  of  concluding  a  peace.     Had  the  Miniftcr 
been  led,  by  the  fuggeftjons  of  thofe  who  differed  from  him,   to 
infift  upon  the  eftablidiment  of  any  particular  form  of  government 
in  France,  or  had  he  efpoufed  the  caufe  of  any  particular  clafs  of 
emigrants,  a  doubt  mighti  arife  whether  it  was  our  own  or  their 
c^ufe  which  was  now  at  ilTue  ;  bat  the  ri^t  honourable  gentle- 
man (Mr.  Pitt)  having  diftin6lly  avowed  at  all  times  that  it  was 
fccuijty  for  Great  Britain,  and  not  a  government  for  France  which 
he  contended  for,  he  felt  aflured  that  no  prafticable  occafion  of 
treating  would  be  ncgledled  ;   and  that  is,  the  Minifter  was  him- 
felf,  (if  a  pcrfonal  feeling  could  be  (lippofed  to  operate)  in  his  mind, 
the  individual  in  the.  nation  moft  tnterefted  in  not  going  to  war,  fo 
he  was  the  perfon  moft  powerfully  called  upon  by  every  feeling  to 
make  peace,  w!*ien  it  could  be  done  with  fecurity  and  honour. 

He  trufted,  no.  pictures  which  might  be  drawn  of  military  dif- 
afters would  (hake  the  national  energy,  convinced,  as  he  was,  that 
a  0tf»rt  time  longer  %ould  fecure  every  objeft  we  had  contended 
for,  and  that  Great  Britain  would  have  the  honour  of  fettling,  as 
it  already  had  the  glory  of  faving,  Europe,  by  its  firmnefs  in  re- 
fifting  the  arms  and  principles  of  France ;  he  concluded  by  fecond- 
ing  the  addrefs. 
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The  SPEAKER  proceeded  to  read  the  addrefs,  which  beii^ 
condudcdy 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  rofe,  and  began  by  dating,  that  it  was  not 
his  intention  to  have  rifcn  fo  early  to  deliver  his  opinion  ;  but  ob- 
fening  that  not  a  fingle  gcntkman  evinced  a  wifti  to  fpeak,  he 
could  not  prevail  upon -faimfelf  to  remain  fllent«  Indeed,  he  was 
lot  furprifed  at  the  dumb  aftoniAiment  with  which  the  Spccdi  had 
been  heard :  for  if  ever  there  was  a  Si>ecch  calculated  to  excise 
aftonUhment  and  furprifc,  it  was  the  preicnt.  He  would  venture 
to  fay,  that  if  any  perfon  could  have  previoufly  known  the  Spceeh, 
and  had  written  to  any  part  of  England  or  Scotland,  they  would 
not  have  found  a  fingle  man  who  would  not  have  been  fdrprifed  at 
the  (irft  noun  fubihntive  in  the  Speech  being  fatisfadlion,  or  at 
that  fubibintive  being  ufed  in  any  other  part  of  the  Spee(^;  It 
was  faid  to  be  the  mark  of  a  refigncd  and  religious:  temper,  to  be 
cafily  fatisfied.  If  that  were  true,  there  never  were  Minif:crs  of 
more  mcdc  and  primitive  piety  than  the  prefent.  .  For  what  tlicy 
hid  li(fen  fatisfied  by  he  knew  not.  Had  the  mover  or  fcconder 
of  the  addrcfs  told  the  Houfc  \  Our  (ituation  had,  it  was  atfcrtcdy 
cxpefienccd  confid^rable  improvement  iince  laft  year ;  thctfirii  irn-- 
pnnement  was  on  the  fide  of  Italy,  but  it  was  nor  remembered, 
that  at  the  period  alluded  to  the  Republicans  had  not  perpetrated 
into  Italy ;  the  fecond  confided  in  a  report  of  a  check  which  the 
French  had  experienced  on  the  other  fide  of  the  Rhine.  He  wilhed 
it  might  prove  true,  ^ut,  at  prefent,  he  believed  it  reftcd  on  no 
better  authority  than  a  French  newfpapcr.  The  army  of  tiie 
Rhine,  however,  had  not  laft  year  croflcd  the  Rhine;  and  no^r  . 
they  were  only  prevented  from  advancing  to  the  Danube,  and 
obliged  to  limit  their  progrefs  to  the  German  fide  of  the  Rhine, 
VI  here  they  were  likely  to  fpend  the  winter.  Had  any  improve- 
ment occurred  with  refpedt  td  tke  fituation  of  this  country  with 
Hcdland  ?  The  Dutch  were  in  perfe^  alliance  with  France,,  and 
England  was  at  war  with  Holland.  Lafi  year  PrufiTta  l^id  be^n 
2n  ally  of  Great  Britain  ;  yet  though  His  PrufiTian  Maje%  had 
fi<:pjrted  from  the  alliance,  the  reil  of  die  allies  would,  it  was 
maintained,  prove  ftcady  to  the  caufe.  Wliat  hai  been  the  fad  ? 
Spain  had  been  lofi  to  the  coalition.  \Yas  thif  an  improvement 
in  the  fituation  of  the  country  ?  Laft  year  feveral  iflands  had  hdtrx 
conquered  in  the  Wed  Indies.  This  year  the  fituation  of  the 
country  had  been  improved  by  thejofs  of  two,  and  by  the  immi- 
nent danger  in  which  the  reft  were  involved.  Had  the  fituation  of 
the  country  at  home  been  improved  ?  LaA  year  the  Minilkr  had 
treated  with  fcom  the  idea  of  a  fcarCitv  of  grain  \  yet  now>  the 

\ou  LXill.  C 
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people  were  informed  in  tlic  fpeech  frdwi  the*  throne*  tWt  thctc  W3! 

a  profpcft  of  another  famine  not  lefs  fcvcre  than  the  laft^    and  thi\ 

was  to  be  confidcred  a:s  ah  impit)vcmcot.    He  was  really  furprizcd 

^how  Minifters  could  have  the  front  to  put  fuch  words  into  tl>e.  tnotitl: 

d[  His  Majcfty,  and  that  tliey  could  fuflRrr  the  King  when  he  paf 

.fed  through  his  ftarving  and  opprcfled,  and  forry  was  he    to  hear^ 

irritated  and  clamorous  people,  to  confic  dowrvto  the  Houfe  and  ex- 

.prefs  his.  fatisfadion. 

If  the  profpccl  of  peace  was  near,  fome  compcnfation  would  be 
^lYiade jfor  thofe  evils;  but  gentlemen  ftiH  clung,  he  faid,    to  fhtrir 
:old  fyfleni.     By  a  reference  to  the  fpeoch  of  the  year  before, laft, 
,h(i  found  that  His  Majcfty  faid,  "  peace  cculd  alone  be  Obtained  by 
-a  fuccefsful  termSnatioA  of  the  conteft."     Was  the  countn'   now,: 
he  w<^ild*«(k,  in*  the  courfe  of  a  fucccfsful  tcr  mi  nation' of  the  con- ! 
teft,  or  fiitce  that  period,  have  we  met  with  any  thin^  but  difgracc ! 
and  defeat  ?     How  different  from  what  i?  laid  down  in  that  fixxch, 
is  the 'argument  of.  the  gentleman  who  fccondcd  the  addrcfs  :    he 
.6ys, .  "  the  more  the  French  conquer,  the  ir.ore  they  hicratji  their  j 
internal  di'.^rcfs,  and  from  that  >di:  refti,'  are  we  to  look'  forward  to  ! 
.  a  better  order  of  things."      In  tht  (jpcech  of  laft  CbCTioh,  His  Ma- 
.  jeft)'  held  out  fome  iv^pcs  cf'  peace  J  wliic'h  he  was  afraid  could  not 
be  dr^vn  from  the  prc^crft ;  he  thtre  fays,   "  that  it  is  impoflible  , 
to  contemplate  &je  prcfcni  Oate  of  afKiirs  x^-ithoilt  indulging  a  hope 
that  they  muft  pn>duce  a  government  c.ipablc  of  roaintaining  the 
accuftomcd  relations  o£f-  :ace  and  amit}*  with^tlicr  powers."     In  the 
prcfent  fpeech  His  Majchy  only  ftatcs,  that  **  die  diftraciion   and 
» anritt:hy  which  have  fo  long  prevailed  in  that  country,  have  led  to 
a  crifis,  of  which  it  is  impfiTiblc  as  yet  to  forefcc  the  ilfuc."  A  very 
.  juft  caufe  of  f:itisfadioR  truly ;  that  is  as  much  as  to  fay,  that  it  is 
impoflible  to  fee  any. benefit  that  may  arifc  from  Ms  crifis  ;  but  it 
is  to  p»;oduce  confcquchccs  diat*\  iM  be  im])ortant  to  the  interefts  of 
Europe.  When  thelc  confcqucnces  are  to  arrive,  and  what  they  arc  to 
be**  i\&  know  not;  but  thcnareinfpirita  little.  (Volcn  from  Partridge's 
almanack,  the  predicUbns  in  which  a^e^  ***  that  the  next  year  will 
produce  raoft  important  events,  of  which  all  thpfe  who  arc  then 
alive  will  be  ^itneffcs."    In  this  fpeech  then  there  is  riot  any  well- 
founded  ground  ibr  the  ^ope  of  peace ;  and  we  are  now  exadly  in 
€ie  fame  ftate  as  when  His  Majefty  delivered  his  moft  gracious 
,  Speech  of  laft  year,  minu^  the  hope  ofi  peace.      "  If,"  faid  Mr. 
Sheridan,  ^  I  wenc  to  judgei^f  His  Majel^^'s  Speech  according  to 
the  letter  of  our  conftitution,  as  coming  from  the  King  himfelf, 
and  not  in  fad,  and  according  to  the  fpirit  of  that  coniHtution,  as 
&&  fpeech  of  tiie  Minider  ;  I  think  it  contains  a  rational  foim:e  of 
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faAsh€6oQ  U>  His  M:^e%  jfldividually.     As  Elector  of  Hanover^ 
he  cextvnly  did  ri^t  ta  make  peace  in  that  capacity ;  and  if  he 
could  have  t}ie  hme  fceh'ngs  and  opinions  about  Gxeat  Britain,  and 
coafult  the  hwc  ^iiiers»  it  would  afford  ar^^itter  of  joy  to  every 
boJy.    I  have  often  heard,"  ikid  Mr.  Sheridan,  <<  of  aconliderable 
deoiree  of  jealoufy  bdog  entertained  by  the  people  of  Great  Britain, 
vheQ  the  Kir^  has  brought  into  this  country  his  Hanoverian  troops; 
I  would  therefore  humbly  pippofe,  that  His  Majef^y  may  keep  his 
troops  at  hooic,  but  inftcad  thereof,  import  feme  of  his  Hanoverian 
counleUofSy  and  fiend  his  BritiOi  MiniOers  to  Hanover ;  dnd  the 
people  of  this  countiy  fo  far  from  entertaining  a  jcaloufy  on  that  oc- 
caHoQ,  would  pour  forth  a  profulion  of  acknowledgements^  and 
iurroond  hb  throiv:  with  blefl[ing3  for  the  change  of  his  advifej^s.'* 
In  anocfaer  part  of  his  Majefty  s  Speech,  he  mentions  the  iD*ope<- 
raticDs  of  the  jud,  benevolent,  and  pious   Eipprcfs  of  Ruflia; 
this,  certainly,  is  a  fource  of  great  Gitisfadion  ;  flic  has  mo&  gene*- 
roufly  fumiAied  us  with  a  fleet  to  prote6\  our  coaft,  to  confume 
En^ih  provifions,  and  to  learn  Britifli  difcipline.     With  regard 
to  our  profped  of  important  confequenc^s  to  arife  from  t)^  crilis  in 
France,  thefe  important  confequences,  it  feeips,  are  to  bt  derived 
out  of  dicir  (fiftrefts.     Not  th^t  they  are  likely  to  become  better 
dtizens,  better  Chriftians,  more  humane  or  more  enlightened,  but 
of  their  prefent  bad  {)ificttt,  we  may  look  to  a  change,  and  the 
eflablifhiDcnt  of  good  government  from  their  dKlrefTcs.    That  good 
govemment  ihpuld  rife  out  of  diihrefs,  wa|  a  kind  of  hope  which 
he  api^uded  ;  and  he  wiihed  the  reafoning  were  extended  to  Eng- 
land :  for  furdy,  if  from  great  diftreflcs  good  government  (hould 
arife,  the  people  pf  England  were  in  the  high  road  of  having  a  good 
government.     The  next  caufe  of  fatisfadtion  w^as  the  profj)cdt  of 
dke  fttcxeiTes  likely  to  happen  in  the  Weft  Indies.     Hitherto  there 
has  been  no  caufe  c^  fatisfadion  f  n  that  quarter ;  and  if  he  was  to 
put  his  finger  on  the  mofi  difgraceful  of  the  dark  catalogue  of  defers 
in  ibe  condudt  of  M inifiers  during  the  prefent  war,  he  could  not 
find  any  more  confpicuous  than  thofc  which  regard  the  Weft  Indies. 
An  honouxable  gendeman  had  mentioned  it  to  the  praife  of  Minif- 
ters,  that  they  did  not  bind  themfelves  by  fpecific  declarations,  nor 
bad  they  any  particular  view.     This,  indeed,  was  itrange  praife  j 
bat  if  it  was  praife,  he  joined  in  it,  and  was  ready  to  confefs  that 
he  never  knew  the  right  honourable  gentleman  pledged  to  any  one 
fixed  princtfrie.     In  the  commerce  of  tlie  world,  that  man  was 
geneially,  but  perhaps  miftakenly,  reputed  worthy  of  confidence, 
who  ifaid^  to  plain  dealing,  and  who  declared  his  objects,  an(d 
a&ed  ufon  ib^m  with  confifiency  and  perfevevance. 

C  2, 
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In  Mmifterial  honefty  difiercnt  principles  ^ere  adopted  ;    theii 
conduft  was  veering  with  every  change  of  circumftance ;  in  it  we 
beheld  a  perpetual  feries  of  compromifes  and  obje£te^  perpetually 
changing;  but  never  could  we  perceive  a  grand,  open,  or  undif- 
guifed  plan.     Individual  Membert  of  Adminiftration  had  difliiKSt 
and  fatrourite  plans.     One  Mini(^er  had  the  little  tinfel  bauble  of 
Corfica  glittering  in  his  eyes.     An  honourable  Secretary  of  State, 
he  meant  of  the  war,  not  of  the  finccure  department,  had  boafted 
that  the  expedition  to  the  Weft  Indies  was  a  favoiiritei     This  ho- 
nourable gentleman  was  no  Knight-errant,  he  was  one  of  thofe  who 
wifhed  to  obtain  fome  valuable  acquifition,  and  had  no  6bje£^ion 
to  lay  hold  of  an  ifland  to  fwell  the  number  of  our  colonies.      A 
young  man  (Mr.  Jenkinibn),  more  fanguine  in  the^caufe  of  the 
emigrtnts  and  of  Monarchy,  propofed  to  march  inftantly  to  Paris. 
He  M'ifhed  to  ftrikc  at  the  heart  of  the  Republic,  while  the  aHies 
only  ftruck  at  the  extrtmity.     He  would  have  fattened  on  the  core, 
they  only  nibbled  at  the  rind.     Inftead  of  aflailing  the  Capital, 
they  only  braved  the  dangers  of  Normoutier  and  Poitou.     It  was 
this  poli^,  which  produced  the  wretched  and  miferable  expedition 
to  Quiberon  ;  which,  however  deep  it  may  ftrike  into  the  heart  of 
fcnfibility,  fecms  by  no  means  to  have  made  a  deep  impreflfion  on 
the  miiids  of  Miniftcrs,  if  it  had,  they  could  never  have  placed 
**  fatisfadion*'  the  fifth  word  in  His  Majcftj's  Speech  ;  it  was  true, 
the  blood  of  French  emigrants  only  had  flowed,  it  was  not  BritiOi 
blood  which  had  been  f|ilt,  but  if  was  Britifll  honour  that  bled  at 
every  vtin.     If  all  thefe  improvements,  continued'Mr.  Sheridan, 
Hvere  not  fufficient  to  give  tlie  people  of  Great  Britain  fatisfadion, 
the  flattering  profpedl  is  held  out  of  great  conquefts  and  indemnifi- 
cation in  the  Weft  Indies. 

That  there  was  a  great  preparation  was  tnie,    but  the  public 
wiihed  to  know  why  the  expedition  nad  not  failed  fix  weeks  ago ; 
the  deky  was  a  great  acS  of  criminality  in  Minifters  ;  how  much 
would  that  criminality  be  increafed,  when  he  informed  the  Houfe 
that  there  was  every  probability  that  the  fleet  would  not  fail  for  a 
fortnight  or  three  weeks  longer ;  and  at  the  prefent  time,  what  was 
there  not  Ito  be  feared  for  our  fituation  in  thefe  iflands,   in  which 
thf  re  was  not  at  that  moment  the  complement  of  one  full  regiinent 
of  efTedlive  men  ?     There  were,  indeed,  the  remains  of  fix  regi- 
ments of  infantry,  part  of  a  regiment  of  light  dragoons,  and  Ibme 
artillery ;  but  they  did  not  altogbther  amounrto  the  number  of  one 
full  regiment.     When,  amid  the  g^oom  that  furrounded  us,  we 
were  to  look,   as  a  bright  profpcft,  to  our  hope  of  iuccefs  in  the 
Weft  Indies,    he  confeflfed  he  felt  himfelf  dejedcd  and  difmayed; 


■• 
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It  would  fcqutre  a  drain  of  men  to  infure  fucoefsi  which  it  would 
be  impoflible  for  this  country  to  fupport.     If  1 5,000  n>en  fhould 
be  feiit  againft  St.  Domingo ;  and  with  that  number  we  (hould  be 
able  to  conquer  the  French  part  of  that  ifland,    how  many  more 
would  be  neceflary  to  ctSsA  \hc  conqueft  of  the  Spanilb  t>art,  not 
yet  ceded  to  the  French  \  and  (hould  we  conquer  all,  "what  great 
and  increafed  retnibrcements  would  it  be  neceflary  to  fend  to  a 
ocnintiy,  when,  in  addition  to  the  oppofition  of  an  adive,  vigorous, 
and  fubtle  foe,    our  armies  would  have  to  encounter  more  perils 
from  the  elements  than  from  the  enemy.     The  mortality  in  Gre- 
nada was  alarming  indeed ;  out  of  one  regtmept  1 4  officers  and 
near  400  men  died  fiOm  April  to  Auguft  laft ;  nor  had  the  lick  and 
wounded  U»  thofe  iflands  neceflary  afiiftance.     Men  were  fent  into 
the  hofpital  of  St.  Pierre,  in  Martinique,  without  medicine  or  at- 
tendance ;  and  thofe  who  were  fo  ill,  that  to  continue  in  the  cli^ 
mace  would  be  certain  death  (and  many  of  whom  had  loft  a  limb. 
in  the  fcrvice  of  their  country),  could  not  procure  tranfports  to  bring 
them  home ;  90  or  1 00  were  ftowed,  without  fuffident  accommo« 
dation,  into  the  Supply  panfport ;    nay,  in  one  inftailfce,  in  con* 
fequence  of  fome  difputc,  many  of  our  maimed  and  (ickly  coua- 
trvmen  were  relanded  on  one  of  the  iflands,  and  thus  from  a  cri- 
mxnal  and  murderous  negled  left  upon  the  beiich  and  abandoned  to 
certain  death.     Could  fatisfaction  arife  to  a  ^ood  mind  from  the 
cuntempiation  of  fuch  mortality  ?  were  our  hopes  to  be  enlivened  by 
the  vain  and  illufbry  vifions  of  conqueAs  in  that  cbarnel  houfc-^ 
Aat  tomb  of  Britifl)  foldiers  ( — was  this  the  chearing  profpefl  held 
up  to  us — to  behold  our  countrj'men  perifliing  under  the  fatal  dif-, 
eafes  of  a  peflilential  climate  ?     Would  it  not  be  a  matter  of  more 
humane  fatisfa£Hon  to  avert  thefe  calamities  ?  would  it  not  be  better 
to  fcize  the  firft  opportunitjl  of  negociating  for  peace  ?     '*    We, 
on  our  fide  of  the  Houfe,"  continued  Mr.  Sheridan,  "  have  told 
you  before,  to  do  as  the  King  of  Prufiia  has  done ;  And  out  what 
Government  the  French  armies  obey,  under  whofe  command  and 
control  dicy  atchieve  fuch  brilliant  vidlories,    and  ncgociate  with 
them  ;  we  have  told  yoq  to  do  as  Spain  has  done ;  we  qow  tell  you 
to  do  as  the  Eledor  of  Hanover  has  done,     Mr.  Sheridan  next  ad- 
verted to  the  declaration  of  Louis  XVII L     He  had  iufpluioife  in. 
hi^  mind,    (hat  it  was  the  intention  of  Minifters  to  z&  up  to  the 
fpirtf  of  this  declaration,  and  to  eftablifh,  if  poflible,  the  old  un- 
qualified fyflem  of  "Vefpotifm  in  '^France.     Againft  fuch  an  objedl 
he  muft  make  his  ftand,  as  far  as  as  ic  cou}d  avail.     To  the  fup- 
port or  increafe  of  the  naval  force  for  the  defence  of  Great  Britain 
vui  her  commerce,  he  would  willingly  give  his  hearty  fupport,.  but 
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ti>  eflablifli  the  dominion  of  Louh  XVIII.  he  would  not  give  si 
ihiUing  of  his  conftituents'  money.     If  it  were  true,  as  it  was  fuf- 
pededy   that  die  heads  <^  that  procUmation  wipre  penned  in  this 
country,  with  the  concurrence  and  undei'  the  dfredton  of  Minifters ; 
and  that  in  conjundlion  wiih  Louis  XVIII.  they  wifhcd  to  advife 
His  Majefly  to  exhauft  the  treafunes,   and  fpill  the  blood  of  the 
country  to  reftore  the  ancient  tyranny  of  the  French  monarchy,  they 
deferved  to  lofe  their  heads.     This  he  had  before  roundly  aiferted, 
and  he  would  now  repeat  it ;  in  his  mind,  the  Minifter  who  ad- 
vifed  Charles  the  Second  to  enter  into  the  pay  of  France,  was  not  a 
greater  traitor  to  his  country  than  our  prefent  Miniiler,   if  he  had 
aded  as  was  (trongly  iufpeded.     Why  weoe  the  race  of  Stuarts 
expelled  from  this  country,  but  becaufe  they  entered  intp  a  league 
with  France  ?   and  could  any  league  be  more  defiru£tive  to  this 
country  than  one  with  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon,  who  had  been  the 
Ui^iform  and  inveterate  enemies  of  Great  Britain,   its  liberty,  and 
its  commerce  ?     No  aflbciation  with  the  Republic,  could  be  fo  de- 
firudive  to  our  interefts ;  for  never  were  there  worfe  neighbours  on 
ciirth  than  the  French  during  their  monarchies.     It  was  certainly 
pofl\ble,  that  the  conclufions  which  he  had  made  in  his  own  mind, 
might  be  erroneous,  but,  as  far  as  he  could  judge  of  the  fpirit  of 
their  intervtions,  from  the  prevarication  of  Minifters,  he  believed 
that  they  were  fimply  watching  for  an  opportunity  of  eScQiDg  a 
counter-revolution  for  the  efiabli(hment  of  monarchy,  and  placing 
Louis  upon  hi$  throne.     This  he  believed  to  be  the  real  view  of 
MiniRcrs ;  and  however  other  pretences  might  be  made  ufe  of  to  de- 
lude tlie  people,  or  fatisfy  the  qualms  of  fomc  fcrupulous  adherents, 
he  could  not  but  thipk  that  fuch  was  the  true  caufe  of  delaying  the 
redoration  of  peace  to  thefc  kingdoms.    Mr.  Sheridan  concluded  by 
laying,    that  he  would  not  move  any  amendment  to  an  addrefs 
which  he  difapprovcd  of  in  ioto ;     however,    if  any  gentleman 
ihould  propofc  an  amendment,   which  would  embrace  three  plain 
pdnts,  he  would  have  noobjedion  to  vote  for  it  firft,  **  That  we 
could  no  longer  burden  our  confiitucnts  with  taxes  to  fupport  the 
delufive  an4  unattainable  views  of  Minifters  in  the  reftoration  of 
monarchy,  or  until  fomc  form  of  Government  (hould  be  efiabliflied 
in  Frapce,  ywhich  they  may*  not  imagine  to  be  incapable  of  main* 
taining  the  accudomed  relations  of  amity  and  peace.*^*    Secondly, 
**  That  a  Arid  inquiry  fhould  be  inftituted  into  the  conduA  of 
Minifters  in  the  proiecudon  of  the  war,  and  into  the  caufes  of  the 
unexampled  calamities  which  had  befallen  the  country.'*     Laftly, 
*^  Thai  HisMajefiy  (hould  be  intrcatcd  totakcfuch  meafures  as  might 
Uad  to  the  fpecdy  reftoradon  of  peace. 
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Mr.  JENKINSON  faid,  that  His  Majcfty's  Speech  cxprcffcd 
difpoGtions  for  peace  as  (Irongly  as  was  coniifient  with  the  public 
inteieft.  Had  the  languiigc  upon  that  fubjedt  been  inore  explicit, 
the  demands  of  the  enemy  would  be  nccciTarily  raifed.  The  pro- 
vocadons  which  had  driven  this  country  to  hoflilLties  were,  the  fpU 
rit  of  aggrandizement  of  France,  the  dangerous  opinions  prevalent 
in  the  Government,  and  induArioufly  circulated  among  other  na- 
tions, and  their  infradion  of  treaties.  Any  one  of  thefe .  would 
have  been  a  juft  caufe  of  the  war.  The  me^ns  by  which  it  had 
been  intended  to  make  the  war  inftrumental  in  counterading  the 
democratic  opinions  that  had  exifted  at  the  commencement  of  hof- 
tilitics,  were  of  two  lynds :  firft,  by  the  imjlreflion  of  a  great  force, 
and  fccondly,  by  the  cScA  and  prelTure  of  the  war  upon  the  ene- 
my. He  confeiTed  that  he  had  been  very  fanguine  as  to  the  efficacy 
of  the  fird  method ;  and  although,  unfortunately,  he  had  been 
dliapprilnted  in  his  expectations,  he  bad  founded  them  upon  good 
authority  :  upon  the  authority  of  a  perfon,  whofe  military  cha- 
r:i^ler  ftixKl  high  in  Europe,  whatever  opinions  might  be  entertaincj^ 
of  his  moral'or  political  principles.  He  alluded  to  General  Di^ 
m.xiricr,  who,  in  fpeculating  upon  the  affairs  of  France,  had  r&- 
pca;«.  ily  declared,  that  he  had  no  doubt  of  the  fuccefs  of  the  allies 
in  the  firft  campaign  of  the  war,  from  the  manner  in  which  he 
thought  they  were  determined  toad.  Bu^the  fame  misfortune 
attended  us  in  tlJs  war,  that  had  attended  the  country  in  fornier 
wars;  we  were  neceflarily  dependent,  on  others,  though,  the 
honourable  gentleman  faid,  he  Avas  happy  to  refledt,  that  there  had 
teen  no  failure  in  the  valour  of  Britifti  arms,  or  the  wifdom  of  Bri- 
tidi  Councils.  That  which  had  been  confidered  the  chief  object, 
in  all  the  former  wgrs  of  thif  country  with  France,  had  been  ef- 
fected duriiig  this  war,  in  a  greater  degree  than  in  any  period  of  our 
hiflory.  We  had  ilruck  a  greater  blow  orf  her  navy  than  we  had 
ever  done  before.  With  refpedt  ,<o  the  operation  of  the  war,  in 
the  fccon(imode,  by  its  effefts  and  preffurc  on  the  enemy,  he  was 
glad  to  obferve,  that  it  had  been,  in  a  great  degree,  fucqzfsful. 
This  the  Houfe  would  fee,  by  comparing  the  itate  of  opinions  in 
France,  in  the  beginning  of  the  year  1793*  with  the  opinions;  that 
were  prevalent  at  this  time.  In  I7P3>  it  was  declared,  th|t  all 
men  were  oqual ;  that  population,  and  not  property,  was  die  fold 
bafis  of  reprefentation  ;  that  infurredion  was  a  facred  duty  ;  that 
thefe  principles  (hauld  be  promidgated  in  foreign  countries ;  and 
that  all  who  embraced  them  (hoi^ld  be  fupported,  and  aflifted  by 
French  arms.  , 

To  give  vigour  and  circulation  to  thefe  opinions,  the  dub-fyftenn 
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had  been  eftabliflied.     What,  on  the  other  hand,  was  the  (late  of 
opinion  in  France,  in  the  year  1795?     Property  was  declared  to  . 
be  the  bafis  of  reprefentation,  and  thofe  who  did  not  pay  a  certain 
dircd  contribution,  as  well  as  pcrfons  in  domeftic  fcrvitude,    ivcre 
excluded  from  the  right  of  fuffrage.     By  thcfc  regulations,  two  of 
the  lowed  orders  in  focicty  were  excluded  fiiom  any  (hare  in  the 
Lcgillaturc.     The  qualification  of  eteftors  was  greater  than   in 
many  towil^  and  cities  in  Great  Britain.     Add  to  this,  that  the 
Government  intended  to  be  ellablifhed,  was  of  a  mixed  kind ;    the 
Lcgiflaturc  was  divided,  and  a  fpecies  of  ariftocracy  introduced 
into  it.     The  club-fyftem  had  been  aboHAied,  and  the  circulation 
of  their  democratic  opinions,    in  other  c«|intries,    formally    re- 
nounced.    If  the  Houfe  examined,  they  would  find,  that  withm 
two  years  there  had  been  a  total  change  of  opinions  in  France. 
The  formation  of  the  new  Government  would  remove  one  mate- 
lial  obJe<?lion  of  His  Majefty's  Minifters.      Formerly,  when  there 
had  been  but  one  Affembly,  what  was  adopted  on  one  day,  might 
be  rejedied  another.     Now  there  was  one  reafonto  hope,  that  if 
one  Aficmbly  (hould  agree  to  improper  meafures,  the  wifdom  of 
the  other  might  annul  them.  -  The  objedlion,  that  tliere  was  no 
depcndance  upon  any  treaty  they  might  enter  into,  would  therefore 
be  removed,  if  the  new  conftitution  were  reducible  to  pradice.    In 
his  opinion,   thefe  iDod  important  changes  had  been  eifeded  in 
France  by  the  continued  prcffure  of  the  war.     In  the  firft  year  of 
hpfliiitics,  he  had  entertained  fanguine  hopes  that  the  denKXratic 
opinions  would  have  been  foon  deftroyed  by  the  firft  impreflion  of 
our  arras.     Great  efforts  had  been  made  by  the  allies.      Valenci- 
ennes, Conde,  and  other  places,  bad  been  taken ;  and  infurrec- 
'tions  had  arifen  in  La  Vendee,  Boufdeaux,  &c.  in  confcquenCe  of 
thcfc  vidbrles.     At  ijiis  time  he  had  expefled,  that  either  a  coun.- 
tcr  revolution,  or  a  civil  war,   would  have  happened  in  France ; 
but,  unfortunately  for  the  faf(^  of  Europe,  and  the  caufe  of  hu- 
manity, thefe  infurrc6\ions  had  been  overcome  by  the  fyftem  of 
terror,  adopted  by  Roberfpicrre.      It  ought  not  to  be  faid,  that  the 
war  was  the  caufe  of  the  cruelties  committed  by  this  man.     But 
had  it  not  been  for  the  war,  the  democratic  opinions  would  not 
ha^  been  deftroyed  fo  foon  as  they  have  been.     There  was  fome- 
'thing  fo  fafcinating  in  tliefe  principles  to  die  lower  orders  of  the 
people,  that  they  could  never  be  brought  to  abandon  them  until 
they  faw  their  dreadful  confcquences.     Without  the  war,  they 
would  have  been  delboyed  gradually,  though,  perhaps,   it  would 
have  required  a  long  time  for  that  purpofe.  ^ 

The  fyftem  of  tefror  was  the  natural  con(e4uence  pf  them,  and 
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tbcir  deftruflion  naturally  followed  the  fyftem  of  tenor.  The  war 
had  certainly  accelerated  thefc  events,*  and  haftencd  the  overthrow 
of  dicfc  principles.  It  had,  therefore,  prevented  to  France  many 
evils,  by  diminiftiing  the 'term  of  their  continuance*  It  had  com* 
pktely  purged  the  people  of  that  country  of  principles,  which  would 
h>vc  prevented  them  from  receiving  any  fj^nc  or  fober  notion.  *  It 
had  prevented  the  dangers  with  which  this  country,  and  the  reft  of 
Europe,  would  have  been  threatened  for  feveral  years.  If  peace 
had  been  prcfcrved,  would  It  have  been  poflible  to  have  difcouraged 
and  reprobated  the  democratic  principles  of  the  French,  in  the  man-^ 
ner  that  fcvcral  pcrfons,  eminent  for  their  rank,  property,  charaiSer, 
and  talents,  had  done  ?  Thefe  perfons  had,  from  the  commence- 
ment of  tlic  revolution,  held- up  to  the  difapprobation  and  detefta- 
tion  of  the  people  of  England,  thefe  dangerous  notions.  They 
could  not  have  been  fufficiently  oppofed  but  by  war.  Without  waf 
they  muft  have  been  compromifed  ;  and,  if  they  had  been  compro- 
mifcd,  there  would  have  been  no  fkfcty  to  the  Conftitution. 

With  regard  to  the  terms  upon  which  peace  might  be  now  ob- 
tained. He  would  fuppofe,  for  argument  fake,  that  France  Ihould 
confent  to  the  eftablilhment  of  Holland  and  the  Low  Countries 
as  Independent  Republics  ;  even  in  this  cafe,  they  w^ould  be  only 
nominally  indepen<fent ;  they  would  be,  in  fome  way  or  other,  fub- 
jed  to  the  control  of  France  V  and  the  increafe^of  power  (he  would 
thus  obtain,  having  the  command  of  all  that  extenfivc  coaft  from 
Bayonne  to  the  Wefer,  would  be  moft  dangerous  to  our  Commer- 
cial intercfts.  Should  we  confent  to  put  under  the  control  of  our 
natural  rival  thofe  countries,  in  which  wx  carried  on  above  one  half 
of  our  European  Trade  ? — The  enemy  would  b^  able  to  oppofe 
their  ftrenghth  to  our  weakneft/  They  might  annoy  our  trade  by 
privateers.  But  it  would  be  afked,  how  did  he  propofc  to  remove 
or  leffcn  thofe  evils  by  continuing  the  war?  He  would*  reply ^ 
that  it  was  by  diminifhing  the  povvft  of  the  enemy  in  fome  other 
quarter :  by  taking  fomething  from  thenv-which  would  be  an  addi- 
tion to  our  power,  or  which  could  be  given  up  for  an  adequate  re- 
lifiquifliment  on  the  part  of  the  enemy.  In  this  view,  the  Houfe 
would  naturally  turn  their  attention  to  the  Weft  Indies,  where  our 
naval  and  military  force  was  already  fuperior  to  thofe  of  France. 
And  there  was  no  doubt,  but  that  when  the  forces,  now  preparing 
to  fail,  under  the  command  of  an  able  and  experienced  General, 
Ihould  arrive  in  thofe  parts,  we  Ihould  be  completely  viftorious. 
Would  the  Houfe  wifli  the  Executive  Power  of  this  country  to  nc- 
gociate  at  prefcnt,  when  a  very  few  months  might,  and  in  all  pro- 
bability wodld,  put  us  in  a  fituation-  to  -  contmandj  not  only  jtift 
Vol.  XLIU,  D 
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terms,  but  any  terms  we  (hould  propofe  ?  It  was  on  this  groun< 
alone,  that  he  thought  His  Majefty's  Speech  had  not  expreiled  toe 
great  an  anxiety  for  peace.  The  fituation  of  the  internal  affairs  c 
France,  and  the  ftatc  of  her  finances,^  embarraffcd  to  the  grcatei 
degree,  judificd  his  opinion.  The  aflignats,  now  in  circulation  ii 
France,  amounted  to  the  enormous  fum  of  720  milligns.  Whei 
the  amount  of  them  had  not  greatly  exceeded  the  value  of  the  con 
fifcacions,  they  had  given  vigour  and  energy  to  the  Government 
but  now  the  depreciation  was  fuch,  that  in  a  (hort  time  they  woulc 
not  pay  the  dxpence  of  their,  fabrication.  This  circumAance  hac 
obliged  the  Convention  to  come  to  a  refolution  to  create  no  more  : 
hut  this  meafure  would  foon  deprive  the  enemy  pf  the  fourcc  of  all 
their  power.  By  thcfe  aiguments  he  did  not  mean  to  fay  that  ii 
France  were  to  offer  terms  they  ought  not  to  be  liftened  to,  or  that 
there  were  not  terms  which  ought  to  be  accepted  :  he  only  meant 
to  fay,  that  this  was  not  the  moment  for  making  advances. 

He  wifl^ed,  however,  that  we  (bould  be  open  to  ncgociation, 
when  afiairs  were  in  a  fit  (late  for  making  a  fafc  and  honourable 
peace.     It  was  certain  that  France  defircd  peace  mod  camcfUy, 
for  nothing  but   peace  could  fave  her  from  ruin.     He  confcfTcd, 
that  the  redoration  of  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon  to  the  throne   of 
France,  and  of  the  emigrants  to  their  propQ;rty,  had  once  been  a 
favourite  object  in  his  mind  ;  and  if  there  had  been  no  other  objcft 
but  the  re(loration  of  the  emigrants,  he  ihould  ftill  have  thought, 
that  for  that  objedl  alone  the  war  ought  to  be  continued.     That 
this  might  be  eflfedlcd  he  once. thought  to  be  probable,  but  he  rea- 
dily admitted,  tliat  there  ^2s  not  now  that  probability  which  would 
render  it  confiftent  with  the  wiCJom  of  this  country  to  continue  the 
war  for  that  object  only.     He  feally  believed,  that  had  our  allies 
acted  with  honefty  and  vigour,  it  might  have  been'  obtained  by  this 
time.     All  objedls  had  a  reference  to  the  chance  of  fucccfs  which 
attended  them.      It-y^as  liis  wifli  to  obferve  tliat  circumftanccs  had 
altered,  and  he  contended  from  tlie  prefl'ure  of  the  war  upon  France, 
that  this  was  not  the  moment  for  malung  advances,  but,  he  hoped, 
that  tlie  moment  was  not  far  diOant.     The  Government  of  this 
country  ought,  in  hi*  opinion,  to  wait  for  the  opening  of  the  new 
Legiilative  Body  of  France,  and  for  the  operations  of  the  new 
Conftitution.  —He  concluded,  by  fupporting  the  addrefs. 

Mr.  M.  ROBINSON  wiftied  to  know  how  the  Weft-India 
merchants  would  be  enabled  to  pay  the  million  and  a  half  which 
they  had  borrowed  from  the  public,  if  fo  many  of  t)ie  Jamaica  fleet 
were  taken  as  ftatedr—- He  coincided  with  Mr.  Sheridan  in  the 
latter  paft  of  his^  fpecch,  and  faid,  he  would  vote  for  the  conti* 
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noance  of  the  war  no  farther  than  it  was  ncccflary  to  fupport  our 
comiperce  and  naval  power. 

General  TARLETON  faid,  he  was  one  of  thofc  who  could 
not  derive  fatisfadion  from  a  review  of  His  Majcfly's  Speech, 
ftom  tlie  aiguments  of  the  noble  mover^  or  of  the  honourable  gen- 
tleman who  fecondedi    nor  from  the  addrefs  itfelf ;    heeaufe  he 
thoqg^t  Che  profpe^s  they  held  forth,  diftant  and  fallacious,  and 
the  fituation  of  this  country  gloomy  and  melancholy  in  the  ex- 
treme.    Nor  could  he  yield  acquiefcence  or  convidion  to  the  fen- 
timencs  uttered  by  the  honourable  gentleman,  (Mr.  Jenkinfon}  who 
had  juft  iat  down,  whofe  fpeech  had  confifted  of  three  parts.     Flrft, 
a  vindication  of  the  conduA  of  the  allies  at  a  very  remote  period 
of  the  war,  and  principally  becaufe  it  had  met  with  the  approbation 
of  General  Dumooricr.     With  refpeft  to  the  di£lum  of  that  Ge- 
neral, whofe  military  talents  he  held  in  the  higheO  eftimation,  he 
muft  fuppofe,  and  he  thought  he  had  ratiortal  ground  for  that  fup- 
pc^tion,  that  Dumourier  was  not  minutely  acquainted  with  all  the 
ciicumftances  of  the  allies  at  the  period  to  which  the  honourable 
gentleman  alluded.     With  rcfpe<St  to  the  fecond  point,  on  which 
he  had  dilated,  namely,  the  fucceifes  of  the  allies  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood  of  Valeneiennes  and  Conde,  he  thought  the  dearth  of 
>i6lories  during  the  laft  and  the  former  campaigns  obliged  the  ho- 
nourable gentleman  to  take  a  remote  view  of  the  war,  if  he  meant 
to  derive  either  fadsfadHon  or  triumph  from  a  contemplation  of  any 
part  of  it.     The  third  and  confiderable  part  of  the  honourable 
gentleman's  fpeech  was  compofed  of  calculadons,  •  with  iefpe6l  to 
aflignats  and  fpeculafions  of  a  more  extenfive  nature.     With  ref- 
ped  to  the  depreciation  of  paper'  nnoney,  he  was  decidedly  of  opi- 
nion that  the  pra<5lical  confequences  of  the  American  revolution 
TCndered  all  fpeculadons  upon  that  fubjeA  nugatory  and  ridiculous. 
General  Tarleton  then  adverted  td  ^e  leading  features  of  His 
Majeily's  Speedi.     He  coniidered  ^  miliiary  report  from  Italy, 
ufhcrcd  into  the  Spee^  by  Mintfters,  of  very  trifling  import  in- 
deed.    Every'  refle<^ing  man  muft  know,  that  the  forces  France 
would  draw  from  Spain,  could  foon  bf^  marched  to  the  afliAance  of 
General  Keilerman,  and  that  thofe  vi^orious  legions  would  foon 
more  than  counterbalance  zxtf  temporary  check  or  difcomiiture  in 
Lhat  qturter. 

The  late  aflair  Hkewife  on  the  Lahn  had  been  extolled  beyond 
its  merks.  Gentlemen  ought  to  take  into  contideration  the  Hate 
of  the  Auftrian  army  at  the  clofe  of  the  laft  feffion  of  Parliament; 
and  dity  ihould  recoiled  likewife  the  immenfe  loan  which  tliis 
coontry  had  contributed^  in  order  to  give  energy  to  the  Imperial 
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arms ;  and  then  they  could  not  ob(equioufly  acquicfc  in  the  ftate- 
mcnt  offered  by  His  Majefty's  Minifters. .  The  objcft  of  tliat  loan 
was  to  enable  the  Auftrtans  to  aft  offcnfivdy,  to  crofs  the  Rhine, 
and  relieve  Luxembourg.  But  at  this  inftant,  when  wc  arc 
called  upon  to  view  our  a^airs  with  "  fatisfav^^ion,"  Luxembourg  is 
in  the  liands  of  the  French,  and  they  liav^  eftablilhcd  tlicmfclvcs 
beyond  the  Rhine, 

A  few  very  obvious  caufes  (the  General  continued)  'may  h^.vc 
contributed  to  ftop  the  progrefs  of  the  French  armies.      It  vnui\ 
ftrike  all  obfervers,  efpecially  thofe  of  a  milicary  dcfcription,   that 
the  line  of  communication  is  ccnfidcrably  extended  by  this  for\v;;rd 
movement  of  General  Jourdan  ;  confcquently  his  difficuUic?  iqcrcafc 
every  moment,  particularly  a(  this  feafon  of  tlic  year.      It  muft 
likcwifc  occur  to  thofe  who  read  the  debates  of  the  Convention, 
that  that  General  informed  the  Convention,  (I  fuppofc  upn  their 
application)  that  he  held  a  confiderablc  column  ready  to  march  to 
the  interior  of  France.     Now  it  may  have  been  more  than  pro- 
bable,  that  General  Jourdan  wanted   the  whole  of  his  army  for 
the  e)ttcn(ive  defigns  he  was  entrufted  to  execute ;   therrfore  it  is 
far  from  abfurd  to  fuppofe  tliat'  the  holding  a  confiderablc  corps  in 
readinefs  to  march  to  Paris,  would  fumilh  great  embarraflment  to 
any  officer  who  could  not  forcfec  the  events  which  occurred  at  thit 
place,   when  he  originally  undertook  the  great  plan  of  operations. 
On  thefe  grounds,  as  well  ai  others  which  he  could  detail,  if  his 
ftrcngth  would  have  allowed  hirft^  he  could  in  a  great  mcafure  ac- 
count for  the  temporary  check  d)e  French  arms  had  received  in 
that  quarter. 

Now  let  us  turn  our  eyes  to  the  coaft  of  France :  let  us  con- 
template the  bay  of  Quiberoh !  At  which  place,  whether  the  weak- 
nefs  or  cruelty  of  His  Majefty's  Minitlers  was  moft  pre-eminent, 
(the  General  exclaimed)  he  cpuld  not  decide.  We  have  heard, 
he  faid,  of  revolutionity  torrents  in  this  houfe :  they  have  been 
ufhered  upon  our  fenfes  in  deep  tones,  p;^ictic  fcntcnees,  and 
rounded  periods.  But  what  are  thofe  torrents  in  comparifon  with 
the  unmatchable  Quibcron  I  —  As  the  Loire  is  to  the  whole 
ocean. 

If,  for  inftance,  it  was  decided  upon  to  make  an  experiment  in 
that  quarter  of  France,  the  time  and  the  proportion  of  troops  (hould 
halve  occupied  fome  part  of  the  deliberation.  The  time  had  been 
long  pafi ;  and  as  for  the  troops,  what  cruelty  and  butchery  it  was 
to  fend  only  men,  with  halters  round  their  hecks !  A  larger  force 
might  certainly  have  been  colleded.  If,  therefore,  Minifters  would 
ibake  themfelves  acquainted  with  what  all  th^  world  kncur  before, 
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namely',  the  fentimcnts  of  the  country,  my  Lord  Moira  with  his 
regular  army  (hould  iave  been  employed.  An  ofRcer  of  talents 
might  with  a  hrgc  force  have  made  a  debarkation,  and  have  eilab- 
lilhed  himfclf  a  fufticicnt  time  to  afcertain  the  fcntiments  of  France; 
and  when  he  found  out  the  general  opinion  and  the  difficulty  of  his 
cntcrprife,  with  the  afliitancc  of  the  gun-boats,  and  the  Britlfli  fleet, 
and  by  abandoning  a  few  pieces  of  cannon,  he  might  have  made 
a  retreat  on  military  principles,  which  would  have  rcrie<fted  honour 
(in  his  own  chara<aer,  and  which  would  have  upheld  the  national 
chira6fcr  of  this  empire.  What  a  different  line  of  conduit  has 
Ixen  purfued  !  Stores  of  confidorable  value,  and  Emigrants  of  great 
nnk  and  reputation  have  been  configncd  to  captivity  and  death- 

. If  yc  did  but  confent 

To  this  mod  cruel  ad,  do  but  dcfpair; 
And  if  ye  want  a  cord,  the  fmallcft  thread 
That  ever  fpider  twilled  from  her  womb,       • 

Will  fcive  to  ttrangle  ye. 

I  do  fufpedt  ye  very  grievoufly- 

On  the  fubjc6t  of  the  Weft- India  iflands,  his  honoura'  le  friend 
had  left  him  little  to  fay  :  he  (hould,  therefore,  conrine  himfelf  to 
a  fcfv  obferva lions.      If  the  armament  was  ready  to  fail,  front 
which  we  were  told  to  expefl  fo  many  advantages,  he  muft  acknow- 
ledge, he  could  not  hold  the  preparations  in  that  advantageous  point 
rf  view.      Nay,  more,  if  the  numbers  deftined  for  the  Weft  Indies 
mved  in  that  quarter  of  the  world,  they  would  not,  iti  his  opi- 
ron,  after  the  events  which  haJ  taken  place,  conncdled  with  the 
dlay  already  pradlifcd  on  this  fide  of  the  water, "  be  able  to  accom- 
pWi  what  had  been  atchicved  two  years  ago  by  Sir  C.  Grey.     If 
an  thing  favourable  did  refult  from  tlie  operations  in  that  quarter 
of  le  world,  he  confelfed  he  (li^ld  be  moft  agreeably  difappointed. 
Wh  refpcift  to  St.  Domingo,  if  the  abfurd  projedl  of  conquering 
that* (land  ftill  exifted  iir  the  braiijs  of  His  Majefty's  Minifters,  he 
coukonly  cxpe<S^  an  aggravation  of  thofe  evils  he  depidled  to  the 
Hou(<  in  the  laft  fj^ion.     He  (hould  take  his  leave,  therefore, 
of  th:  quarter  or  the  world  by  declaring,  that  the  conqueft  of  St. 
Domino  appeared,  (if  fome  untbrefeen  event  did  not  occur)  a$ 
pra«£tic^le  as  the  conqueft  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

Witlrcfpccl  to  our  allies,  our  fituation  is  by  no  means  (o  fatis- 
fadory  i  at  the  conclufton  of  the  laft  feffion ;  except  we  may  be 
(aid  to  d^vc  fatisfadion  in  proportion  as  we  engrofs  and  monopolize 
this  ineftiiable  war.  Spain  has,  fince  we  laft  met,  made  peace ! 
What  fcojt  articles  had  been  made,  with  regard  to  the  payment 
of  bullioRjhe  could  not  precifely  ftate.  But  Spain,  he  thought, 
h^d  aiQcd  rjfciy  in  giving  up  its  (hare  of  St.  Domingo  to  the 


ft2  PARLIAMENTARY  [Commons. 

French.  By  that  means  (he  provided  a  barrier  againft  her  rooft 
fcftlcfs  neighbours  in  that  quarter  of  thp  worlS.  In  future,  lifcc- 
wife,  we  inuft  cdnfider  all  Spanilh  ports  open  to  our  enemy,*  from 
tsrhieli  they  muft  derive  great  and  innumerable  advantages.  The 
fleets  of  Spain,  no  longer  a<aing  with  the  flag  of  Great  Britain, 
might  be  fcen,  perhaps,  unexpedcdly  in  an  oppofite  dircdtion.  - 

With  rcfpeft  to  the  pacificatory  meafures  of  the  Eleftor  of  Han- 
over, (the  General  faid)  for  many  reafons  he  fhould  obfcrve  a  com- 
plete filcncc.  But  with  refpcdl  to  the  conduct  of  tlie  I^andgrave  of 
Hefle,  he  (bould  not  be  fo  punftilious.  That  contraflor  for  hu- 
man flefh  had  waded  bodly  with  us  through  the  American  war,  and 
had  continued  his  bloody  traffic  tx>  a  late  period.  But  h^  had  now 
wound  up  his  accounts  with  Princes,  and  had  fraternifed  with  the 
Republic  of  France.  Our  good  ally,  the  Emprefs  of  Ruflia,  has 
feht  a  numerous *flect  to  eat  provifions  in  the  Downs.    ^ 

Now,  what  is  the  interior  fituation  cf  this  countr}'?  Notwith- 
ftanding  the  deaf  ear  given  to  the  fubjed  laft  fcflion,  and  the  ex- 
treme delicacy  required  from  members  by  Miiiiftcrs  with  rcfpeft  to 
com  and  other  provifions,  the  General  exclaimed,  poverty  and 
diftrefs  have  marched  hand  in  hand  throughout  this  country  dur- 
ing the  fummcr.  I-^et  it  not  be  faid,  amongft  enlightened  men, 
that  this  jobber  or  that  contraQor,  this  crop  or  that  crop,  have  occa- 
fibned  the  fcarcity ;  the  fourcc  of  the  paft  and  impending  famine  is 
dcrix'cd  from  the  calamitous  war  in  which  the  country  is  involved 
Let  men  of  obfcrvation  examine  tbc  fituation  of  Europe  with  rcfpcA 
to  provifions  for  three  years  part. 

The  fcourgc  of  war  has  vifited  the  fruitful  plains  of  Brabant,*— 
laid  wafte  the  banks  of  the  Rhine, — dcfolatcd  Poland,  the  granry 
of  Europe.  Contemplate  the  efftflfs  of  this  devaffatjon,  and  nen 
calculate  the  millions  of  men  drawn  from  agricuHure,  and  now-on-  ' 
fuming  provifions  in  fliips  and  ineamps ;  and  what  before  wa'pro- 
blcmatical  becomes  dcmonftration ; — famine  clings  to  war,  as  Icnty 
docs  to  peace.  *  ^ 

One  obfcrvation  which  came  from  the  hdnourablc  gerleman 
(Mr.  Jenkinfon)  had  almoft  efcaped  him  ;  "  what  leave  fcgreat  a 
fpacc  of  the  naval  coaft  of  Europe  to  tlie  French  r"  He  (hoid  reply, 
that  the  prcfent  Minifters  did  not  feem  the  likclieft  perfonso  regain 
it.  The  event  was  lamentable  j  but  who  had  brougV  on  that 
event  r 

With  refpcd  to  the  diftraftions  of  France,  and  the  epreciation 
of  aflignats,  and  the  vifionary  hope  held  out  of  the  in^nding  and 
(aft  approaching  ruin  of  France,  the  General  faid,  wk  advantages 
can  the  ruin  of  France  prove  to  Great  Britain,  if  we  Jin  ourfelvcs 
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in  the  contcft  ?  What  fort  o(  confolation  does  an  individual  derive 
from  die  ruin  of  his  neighbour,  if  the  law-fuit  or  procefs,  whatever 
ic  is,  proves  equally  deftrudtive  to  himfelf  ?  or  what  fatisfailion  does 
a  man  derive  from  running  his  antagonift  through  the  body,  if  he  re- 
ceives a  mortal  wound  in  the  aflkult  ?  Away  tfien  with  thefe  chimeri- 
cal and  pernicious  doflrines,  which  His  Majcft)'*s  Minifters  have  fof- 
tered  and  adicd  upon  for  three  years ;  away  with  this  dcftruiSlve 
and  nefarious  fyftem  of  medling  with  the  governments  of  inde- 
pendent nations  ;  away  with  thefe  weak  agents  of  a  corrupt  and. 
(hort-fighted  adminiftration  :  if  our  fituation  is  fo  defperate  (which 
we  have  too  much  reafon  to  apprehend  it  is)  that  we  cannot  obtain 
a  iafe  and  honourable  peace  ;  will  you  farther  liften  to  fuch  mife- 
rable  manufadurers  of  war  ?  Will  an  Engli(h  Houfc  of  Commons 
continue  its  confidence  to  men  who  have  let  loofe  a  wide-fpread- 
ing  volcano  upon  this  once  flouiifliing  and  happy  country^  and 
who  have  not  afforded  one  folitary  inftance  of  energy,  wifdom^  vi- 
gour, or  mental  refource,  fincc  they  provoked  the  conflagration  i 
Have  they  (let  impudence  and  arrogance  dare  to  give  an  affirmative 
fo  my  propofition !) — have  they  in  on*  inftance  direded  events 
like  flatcfmen,  whofe  province  and  duty  it  is  to  direct  and  oon- 
trol  every  material  meafure  during  war,  as  tnuch  as  it  is  the 
office  of  a  general  to  dired  and  command  his  foldiers  during  an  at- 
tack. What  (ingle  meafure  has  been  the  offspring  of  good  intelli- 
gence, wifdom,  and  energy  ?  Where  is,  I  repeat  it,  the  folitary 
inftance  from  the  firft  difgrace  in  Flanders,  to  the  laft  difgrace  at 
Quiberon :  I  am  ready  to  doicribe  every  entcrprize,  ftate  every 
£acl,  and  enlcr  the  arena  with  the  greateft  enemy  of  my  countiy  ! ! 
Is  then  all  public  virtue  fled  from  this  Houfc  r  Has  even  the  out- 
ward (hew  and  refpeft  for  patriotifm  deferted  thefe  walls  ?  Can  you, 
my  countrymen,  look  on  with  apathy,  or  continue  your  confidence 
to  men  who  have  conduced  you  into  a  fhte  of  almoft  univerfal 
war — lavifhed  your  blood  and  treafure  beyond  all  calculation'*and  pa- 
ralld— undermined  the  key  and  arch  ftones  of  your  glorious  conftitu-* 
tion^ftamped  difgrace  upon  your  gallant  warriors — prafliced  coun- 
fels  fo  weak  and  ihfamous,  that  all  your  allies  have  abandoned  you, 
or  ftand  aloof— in  fhort,  have  heaped  deftruAion  fo  thick  upon  you 
and  your  pofterity,  that  peace  and  war  are  almoft  equally  eligible 
in  your  prefent  fituation  ?  You  can  neither  **  do  wrong  without ' 
ruin,  or  right  without  afHiflton."  Human  wifdom  fccms  fcarcely 
adequate  to  our  prefervation :  for  if  an  inccnfcd  and  victorious 
enemy  wUl  not  give  us  fafe  and  honourable  terms,  we  muft  have 
new  Minifters  and  new  fyftems.  We  muft  change  folly  for  wifdom, 
adopt  cnci]gy  and  public  fpirit  in  the  place  of  indolence,  hicapacity. 
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and  corruption.  Britain  is  not  yet  forlorn,  If  (he  is  not  betrayed 
in  this  Hotife.  I  know  my  countrymcfn  are  gifted  with  fufficicnt 
aeumcn  of  mind,  and  intrepidity  of- foul  to  look  at  the  worft  af- 
pedJ  of  public  affairs,  and  a  more  horrid  and  melancholy  one  they 
can  fcarcely  be  mafked  withal.  But  with  the  blciJing  of  heaven, 
and  the  aid  of  wifdom,  energy,  and  courage,  wc  (hull  be  able  to 
prop  up,  fupport,  and  reinSate  our  conftitution  and  our  country. 

Mr.  BUXTON  rofe,  and  ftatcd,  that  in  fome  points  he  differed 
from  the  honourable  gentleman.  He  could  not  but  think  the  Speech 
from  the  Throng  held  ogt  that  wifh  for  peace,  which  alone 
could  be  defirable,  or  fafe  in  its  nature,  and  permanent  in  its  du- 
ration. As  to  the  high  price  and  fcarcity  of  corn,  however  much 
he  lamented  the  circumftance,  he  did  not  agree  to  the  affertion, 
that  it  w'as  chiefly  owing  to  the  war,  but  two  very  unprodudlivc 
feafons  ;  and  he  trufted,  the  wifdom  of  the  Houfe  would  take 
every  prudent  meafure  to  prevent  the  confequences  from  being  ma- 
terially felt  by  the  people. 

,  Mr.  FOX  faid,  that  after  hearing  His  Majcfty*s  Speech,  as 
read  to  them  by  tlie  Speaker,  from  the  Chair  ;  and  after  hearing 
the  arguments  which  had  been  advanced  for  tlie  Addrefs  which 
had  been  moved  upon  the  Speech,  he  (hould  not  feel  that  he  did 
his  duty  t&  his  conftituents  and  his  country,  if  he  were  to  give  a 
filent  vote.  He  had  little  to  add  to  what  his  honourable  friend 
(Mr.  Sheridan)  had  faid  on  the  fuqnife  which  the  firft  infulting  pa- 
ragraph of  His  Majefty's  Speech  muft  excite  in  the  bofom  of  every 
apan  ;  and  which,  in  the  old  times  of  fpirit  and  energy  that  dif- 
tinguifhed  the  people  of  this  country,  would  have  drawn  upon  the 
Minlfters,  who  were  the  authors  of  it,  indignation  and  puniftiment. 
He  faid  infulting  paragraph,  for  it  was  not  enough,  it  fecmed,  that 
they  ftiould  with  impunity  perfift  for  three  years  togctlier  in  the 
profecution  of  a  war  for  miferable  fpeculaiions — it  was  not  enough 
to  add  one  hundred  millions  of  debt  to  the  capital,  to  load  the 
people  with  five  millions  per  annum  of  permanent  taxes — it  was 
not  enough  to  grind  the  poor  and  unhappy  people  of  this  country 
in  fuch  a  manner  a3  to  make  almoft  everv  man  of  them  feel  the 
misfortune  of  fcarcity  and  want,  but  they  muft  alfo  be  infulted,  by 
putting  into  His  Majefty's  mouth,  in  the  very  firft  paragraph  of 
his  Speech,  the  impudent  falfchood,  that  their  fituation  was  im- 
proved !  How  was  d)cir  fituation  improved?  In  what  circumflances 
were  the  atlairs  of  this  countr}^  bettered  fince  the  laft  year  ?  Were 
they  improved  from  the  recent  fucccfs  of  the  Auftrian  army? 
This  fuccefs,  whatever  it  might  be,  and  of  which  he  believed 
Miiiiftcrs  liad  not  thcmfelves  any  very  perfect  account,  was  not  aa 
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improvement  of  the  laft  year,  but  of  the  laft  week ;  and  furely  it 
could  not  be  called  an  improvement  of  our  fituation,  fince  laft  year 
the  French  were  not  in  poffcflion  of  a  foot  of  territory  beyond  the 
Rhine.     That  they  might  now  be  forced  to  retreat  was  poflible, 
2nd  perhaps  it  was  poflTible,  that  in  comparifon  with  the  difafters 
which  were  eicp«6led  from  the  continuance  of  their  fuccefsful  career, 
this  retreat  might  be  conftrued  into  an  improvement ;  But  that  it 
ihould  come  from  His  Majefty's  'Minifters,  who  had  prevailed  on 
Parliament  to  guarantee  to  Auftria  a  loan  of  four  millions  and  a 
half,  which  were  to  procure  pofitivc  conquefts  on  the  part  df  Auf- 
tria,  was  fomcwhat  curious.     They  had  told  Parliament  that, 
from  the  various  points  of  contact  between  the  Auftrian  dominions 
and  France,   the  Emperer  was  capable  of  ferioufly  wounding  her, 
if  afllfted  by   this  coucitry ;  and  upon  thpfe  reprefcntations,  the 
Houfe  w^s  prevailed  upon  to  become  the  guarantee  of  this  enormous 
Joan.     Now  what  was  the  ifTue  of  thefe  reprefcntations  ?     Inftead 
of  Auftria  having  been  able  to  penetrate  into  any  part  of  the 
French  dominions,  or  to  wound  them  in  any  one  point,  they  were 
tiild  diat  it  was  an  improvement  of  their  fituation,  that  the  French 
r.  J  recently  been  forced  \o  retreat  from  pofts  of  which  they  were 
r.'H  in  poffeflion  at  the  time  of  the  guarantee.      Was  it  an  im- 
provement in  our  fituation,  that  they  had  extended  their  (dominion 
l\\'nnd  the  Rhine ;  that  Manheim  had  fallen  into  tlieir  hands,  and 
til  at  the  greater  part  of  the  Palatinate  had  alfo  been  over- run  ?    It 
w  !s  an  infult  on  the  undcrftandings  of  Engliflimen,  to  fay  that  in 
lMs  quarter  of  the  war  there  was  an  improvement  in  our  fituation. 
The  dicck  givA  to  the  French  in  Italy  was  alfo  introduced  as  a 
imrtcr  of  triumph ;  that  is,  becaufe  the  French  had  not  fuccecded 
in  uIJ  their  extent  of  operations,  and  becaufe  they  were  not  matters 
of  every  part  of  the  countries  they  had  invaded,  the  fituation  of 
Great  Britain  was  improved.     -Or  did  Miniftcrs  mean  to  infijiu- 
a-e,  thai  in  a  general  comparifon  of  the  fituatian  of  the  two  coun- 
tries, our  ftate  was  better  than  laft  year  ?    It  had  been  alledged  by 
himfdf  and  others,  ki  the  courfe  of  laft  feffion  of  Parliament, 
t^at  there  was  great  reafon  to  apprehend  a  fcarcity.  of  grain  in  the 
►  inj^don!,  and  that  it  was  worthy  the  confideration  of  Minifters, 
before  they  prcffcd  for  a  continuance  of  a  fyftem  that  neceffarily 
incrcafed  the  confumption,  to  fee  that  tlie  country  was  plentifully 
fupplicd  with  the  neceflfaries  of  life.     This  obfervation  was  treated 
^Ith  the  moft  lofty  .difdain,  and  in  a  tone  of  infolpnt  and  haughty* 
iaJigiution,  the  fuggeftion  was  imputed  to  a  fa(51ious  fpirit,  which 
bought  to  raife  an  unneccflfary  alarm  in  the  minds  of  men  ;  and  at 
2  later  period  of  the  feffion,  when  an  honourable  and  refpciSablc 
Vut.  XLIII.  E 
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Member  (Mr.  Huffcy)  urged  the  fame  forcible  perfuafive  againd 
war,  upon  information  as  to  the  quantity  of  grain  in  the  countxy, 
which  he  had  obtained  with  care^  he  was  rebuked  for  throwing  put 
the  fuggcftion,  as  being  utterly  unfounded  in  fadi.     H6w  had  the 
event  turned  out  ?    That  thefc  warnings  had  been  moft  lamentably 
verified  it  was  not  ncccffary  for  him,  he  believed,  now  to  ftate  ; 
nor  would  it  be  alledgcd,  that  in  this  particular  our  internal  fitua- 
tion  was  improved.     Improved! — Good  God!  when  we  were  re- 
duced to  fuch  a  point  of  mifct)',  that,  looking  into  the  (ituation  of 
the  common  labourer  from  one  end  of  the  country  to  the  otlicr,   it 
was  a  melancholy  and  a  heart-breaking  fa(fl,  that  not  one  man  out 
of  ten  was  able  by  liis  labour  to  earn  fufficient  bread  for  himfclf 
and  his  family !     Oh,  but  it  feemed  that  France  was  reduced  to  a 
fiiuation  of  unparalleled,  diftrefs.     And  this  was  held  o^t  to  the 
people  of  Great  Britairt  as  a  matter  of  confolation  to  the|p.     He 
would  not  quarrel  about  die  word  unparalleled  diftrefs ;  it  might 
be  fo;  but  he  muft  animadvert  on  the  ftrange  Ic^ic  which  was 
ufed  upon  the  occafion ;  for  the  people  of  this  country  were  to  be 
told  that  this  unparalleled  diftrefs  of  the  French  was  owing  entirely 
to  the  war  \  whereas  the  diftreffes  of  England  had  nothing  on  earth 
to  do  with  it !     How  fuch  a  difference  could  exift  in  tlie  operation 
of  the  war  it  was  hot  for  him  to  divine.     That  in  France  all  thoir 
fcarcity,  all  their  calamities  w^ere  to  be  imputed  to  it;  but  that  in 
England  the  war  had  no  cffefl  whatever  on  our  internal  fituation. 
If  the  people  of  this  country  had  fo  thoroughly  furrendered  their 
underftandings  to  the  eloquence  of  Mihifters  sfs  to  believe  tliis 
kind  of  logic,  he  had  no  more  to  fay ;  it  was  impo|Bble  to  add  any 
thing  that  could  expofc  fo  grofs  an  abfurdity.     The  depreciation  of 
afTignats  was  the  cvcrlafting  burden  of  all  their  harangues. .  France 
was  utterly  undone ;  France  was  incapable  of  all  exertion  ;  France 
was  completely  exhauftcd  in  confequence  of  the  depreciation  of  her 
affignats.     This  had  been  the  inceffant  ftory  with  which  the  Par-r 
liament  and  people  of  this  country  had  been  deluded  from  the  be- 
ginning of  the  war.     Laft  year  they  were  told  that  France  could 
not  go  on,  for  her  affignats  were  at  a  difcount  of  eighty  per  cent, 
(fome  gentleman  faid  in  an  audible  whifper  it  was  not  laft  year,  but 
the  year  before  that  this  was  faid).    Laft  year,  or  the  year  before, 
ftid  Mr.  Fox,  it  is  little  matter  which  5   it  is  hardly  poffible  for 
any  jncmory  to  ftate  the  precife  time  of  thefc  aflertions,  they  have 
bcv:n  fo  inccfiantly  made,  fo  incetVantly  repeated,  fo  inceffantly  held 
forth  10  the  people  of  tliis  country  as  grounds  of,  hope,  and  have 
fo  conftantly  ended  in  difappoinimcnt,  that  whether  it  was  laft 
jcar,  or  tlic  year  before,  was  prccifcly  the  fame  to  the  argument. 
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When  he  was  told  that  the  afllgnats  were  at  a  difcount  of  eighty 
per  cent,  he  ceafcd  to  tliink  upon  the  {ubjedt ;  from  the  moment 
that  they  were  eighty  per  cent,  difcount^  it  was  no  longer  of  con* 
feqocnce  to  (peculate  upon  thera.  All  theories  of  mere  ^irithmeii- 
cians  on  the  fubjcd  were  from  that  inftant  at  an  end  ;  when  a  pa- 
per currency  was  at  ci^ty  per  cent,  difcount,  it  would  be  faid, 
upon  the  mere  calculations  of  theory,  to  be  tantamount  to  ex- 
tindion.  But  when  they  looked  to  experience  and  praiSlice,  when 
they  referred  to  the  example  of  America,  a  refle<31ng  ftatefmnn 
would  heHtate  before  he  pronounced  upon  the  fubjefl,  and  before 
ht  prefumed  to  delude  his  country,  by  building  on  fuch  an  hypo- 
ihcfis.  And  accordingly,  as  if  the  inftance  of  America  had  not 
been  fufficicnt  to  correft  the  fallacy  of  mere  calculation  on  fuch  a 
fubje<3,  r  ranee  had  given  another  leflbn  on  the  point — France, 
that  was  reduced  to  fuch  a  ftate  of  w-eakncfe,  as,  from  her  deplo- 
rable fituation,  to  be  held  out  as  an  eafy  prey — Fr.mce,  who, 
in  the  month  of  June  laft,  was  faid  to  be  gafping  in  her  laft  ago- 
nies, and  when,  on  account  of  her  deplorable  fituation,  it  was 
(aid  to  be  impolitic  for  us  to  give  her  peace, —  France  has,  fince 
the  date  of  her  expiring  agony,  made  the  mod  brilliant  campaign, 
he  would  venture  to  fay',  that  the  hiftory  of  mankind  almoft  exhi- 
bited, in  which  her  arms  had  every  where  been  triumphant,  and 
▼here,  by  the  mere  force  of  conqucft,  (he  had  reduced  almoft 
every  one  of  our  allies  to  fuc  for  peace,  and  fecure  their  fafcty  by 
ncgociation. 

Such  w^  the  mue  of  their  calculations  upon  her  diftrefs !  He 
was  afraid,  hcfaid,  of  fuch  agonies  ;  and  furely  no  men  of  com- 
mon fcnfe,  after  fuch  an  iffuc  of  this  kind  of  rcafoning,  would 
again  calculate  upon  fuccefs  from  the  depreciation  of  their  paper. 
But  it  was  not  their  paper  only  which  was  adduced  as  a  proof  of 
ftcir  diftrefs ;  they  were  utterly  deftitute  of  provifions  it  fecmed, 
and  as  an  argument  for  continuing  the  war,  they  were  told  that  tJie 
French  Government  had  been  obliged  to  unload  the  Ihips  at  Draft 
in  order  to  fupply  Paris  with  bread.  This  was  faid  to  have  bt en 
their  condition  ;  be  it  fo.-  What  muft  be  their  feeling  of  the  caufe 
in  which  tliej'  had  engaged,  that,  under  fuch  a  preffure-of  fcarcity, 
could  rouzc  them  to  fuch  exertions  ?  Thofe  who  held  out  laft  year 
this  argument  of  their  diftrefs  as  a  ground  of  hop^,  and  who  put 
into  His  Majefty's  Speech  the  memorable  exprefiion,  that  the  in- 
ternal fituation  of  the  enemy  (hould  make  us  indulge  a  hope  that 
ihey  were  haftcning  to  fuch  a  ftate  of  order  and  regular  go- 
vernment, as  might  be  capable  of  maintaining  the  accuftomcd  rcla- 
tioni  of  peace  and  amity  with  other  powers,    would  now  explain 
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upon  what  better  grounds  they  held  out  the  \cfs  prccifc  and  Icfe  in- 
telligible hope  of  the  prefent  Speech.     T^icy  then  faid  that  the  dif- 
treffes  were  likely  to  produce  a  return  of  a  ftatc  of  order  and  regular 
government,  fo  as  to  enable  us  to  treat  with  them  with  con6dence 
and  fccurity.     What  do  they  fay  now  ?     It  was  moft  n^aterial  to 
attend  to  the  words  which  they  had  put  in  His  Majefty's  mouth* 
**  The  diftrad^ion  and  anarchy  which  have  fo  long  prevailed  in  that 
country  have  led  to  a  crifis."     When  I  heard  thefc  words,    faid 
Mr.  Fox,  I  took  it  for  granted  that  we  were  to  be  told  the  exadt 
nature  of  the  crifis,  and  the  good  which  our  Miniftcrs  were  about 
to  extradt  from  it.     But  mark  the  words :  "  have  led  to  a  crifis  of 
which  it  is,    as  jret,    impoflible  to  forcfee  the  iffub."     Here  is  a 
piece  of  information  for  the  Parliament  an<5  people  of  Great  Britain! 
It  goes  on,  however : —  **  but  which  muft  in  all  humn#  probabi- 
lity produce" — Ay,  now  we  come,  I  hope,  to  the  defirable  point— 
produce  peace,  I  hope— no fuch thing!  —  "  produce  Confcquenccs 
highly  important  to  the  interefts  of  Europe !"     Good  God !     Mr. 
Speaker,  faid  Mr.  Fox,  is  this  a  proof  of  the  improvement  of  our 
(ituation  fince  laft  year !      Does  this  holcfr'out  to,  the  impoverifticd, 
oppreffed,  aad  ftarving  people  of  England  a  nearer  profpcdl  of  the 
termination  of  this  unfcjitunate  war  r     Lad  year  their  didrefs  was 
likely  to  produce  fuch  an  order  of  things  as  would  give  us  a  fecure 
peace;  and  now  all  that  wc  arc  to  look  for  from  the  diftra^^ion 
^nd  anarchy  that  reign  in  Fwnce,    are  confcquenccs  that  may  b^ 
important  to  the  interefts  of  Europe !     What  period  of  the  eventful 
hiftory  of  this  wonderful  revolution  has  not  b<#n  prochiclive  of 
confequences  materially  important  to  Europe  ?     Of  what  change 
that  has  taken  place  might  not  the  fame  thing  be  faid  ?     When  the 
revolution,  as  it  is  called,  of  the  3 1  ft  of  May  took  place,  might  it 
not  have  been  faid,    that  a  crifis  was  approached  that  might  have 
produced  confequences  important  to  the  interefts  of  Europe  ?    When 
Roberfpierre's  tyranny  was  extinguiftied,  rright  not  the  fame  thing 
have  been  fai^  ?     Upon  the  infurrcciions  that  have  happened,  from 
time  to  time,  and  particularly  on  the  late  infurrcdion,  in  (hort,  on 
every  great  event  that  has  arifen  in  France^  the  fame  equivocal  words 
might  have  been  ufed  by  His  Majefty's  Minifters.      What  then 
were  the  pa*ple  of  England  to  underftand  from  thefc  words  now  ? 
What  profpecft  did  they  hold  forth  that  His  Majefty's  Miniftcrs 
were  to  fei/e  on  the  firft  favourable  moment  in  vhich  they  might 
ncgociate  bcix-ficially  for  peace  ?      If  they  were  to  aigue  from  their 
paft  condudl,  they  furcly  could  draw  no  favorable  conclulion,   nor 
5ny  rational  ground  of  1iope  from  thefc  unintelligible  words.      In 
Dtccnber  1792,   Mr.  Fox  faid,  he  had  n.ade  a  motion,  to  which 
he  certainly  could  not,  without  a  degree  of  egotitm,  recur,.  Iccaufc 
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he  could  ROC  recur  to  it  without  pride  and  fadsfedion  to  himfelf ; 
}i:  sikcd  whether  a  negociation  might  not  have  been  entered  upon' 
at  dut  moment  with  a  greater  probability  of  fecuring  a  beneficial 
peace  to  England  than  now.     He  had  fometime  in  every  feflion 
ilnce  that  period,  renewed,  in  one  way  or  another,  the  feme  motion ; 
%iS  he  dcfired  to  know  whether  our  perverfc  continuance  in  the 
ffind  denial  of  its  being  the  proper  moment  to^egpciate,  had  bet- 
tered our  condition  ;•  or,  opened  to  us  the  profpe^l  of  a  more  ho- 
niiUT^ble  tcrminadon  of  the  war?     On  the  contrary,  had  we  not 
from  year  to  year  entangled  ourfclves  deeper,  and  mndcred  the  prac- . 
ticability  of  peace  upon  fafc  and  honourable  terms  more'hopelefs  ? 
Bur  there  was  one  point  of  view  in  which  our  prefent  (ituation  had 
xcii  viewed  hy  an  honourable  gentleman^    very  much  conneded 
viriyMinifters,  and  who,  he  hoped,  fpoke  on  the  prefent  occaiion 
uthoritatively.     The  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Jenkinfon)  had 
uJ«  that  he  was  now  willing  to  admit  that  all  profpe3  of  reltor* 
ig  die  emigrants  to  their  eftates,    and  the  Bourbon  family  to  the 
tnxie  of  France  was  hopelels ;  that  it  was  a  matter  of  prudence  to 
4culate  the  value  of  an  objei^,  together  with  the  chance  of  pro- 
cing  it,   and  not  to  purfue  any  objedt,  however  defirable,  bej'ond 
tl  nxional  hope  of  obtaining  it.     If  the  difaders  of  the  war  had^ 
p4uccd  this  convifiion  in  the  minds  of  His  Majefty's  Miniders, 
he  ho  thought  that  wifdom  was  the  firfl  of  human  acquifitions, 
AiKhat  prudence  in  the  Governors  of  a  Aate  was  not  merely  a 
nuValuable,  but  a  moft  neceffary  virtue,  would  be  willing  to  aU 
lowiat  our  fituatton  was  improved.      It  was  improved,   becaufe 
our  iniflers  were  brought  at  length  to  a  conviQion  of  their  error ; 
bcca  they  had  returned  to  their  fenfes.     But,  good  God,  what  a 
feries  calamity  and  difafter  was  required  to  produce  this  reftora- 
tion  Oicir  reafon  ?     What  a  ftate  of  degradation  muft  that  iioufe 
and  tlountry  be  comt  to,  that  it  fhould  be  held  out  as  a  "matter 
of  exUiQn,  and  as  a  proof  of  our  (ituation  being  improved,  that 
Mini^had  been  at  length  corrected,  not  by  the  indignation  and 
«^^g>'  he  people,  but  by  the  confequences  of  their  own  imbeci- 
lity andi^^     What  a  coatraft  did  this  exhibit  between  the  pre- 
fent anc  ancient  ftate  of  England,  when  the  power  of  control 
vhich  bVcd  to  the  vigorous  underftanding,  and  the  manly  fpirjt 
of  Englitj^  ^35  extin*St,  and  the  people  were  fupinely  content  to 
wait  until  jyjjjjg  fujy  fliould,  by  its  natural  courfe,  corredt  itfelf. 
Oh,  miici  England,  to  what  a  ftate  are  you  fallen,  when  fuch 
is  the  wre^  confolation  in. which  you  indulge!      The  expedi- 
tion to  Qi\n  was  orte  of  the  grand  fources  of  producing  this 
cunsiN^ion  fmiftcrs.     He  knew  not  by  whom  that  cxi  edition 
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was  planned;  he  knew  not  in  whofc  defpcratc  bofom  the  idea  of 
the  horrid  expedition  was  engendered,  but  it  was  a  fcenc  over  which 
the  heart  of  every  manly  Briton  (hed  tears  of  blood ;  'and  which 
had  done  more  mifchief  to  the  Britifli  chandler,  had  funk  it  lower 
in  the  eyes  of  obfervant  Europe,  and  would  ftain  it  more  in  the 
eftimation  of  pofterity,   than  all  the  reft  of  the  operations  of  this 
war,  frantic,  bafeir  and  inhuman  as  many  of  its  projedls  had  been. 
Good  God,    to  think  that  fo  many  brave  and  honourable   men, 
among  whom  there  were  gentlemen  of  the  pureft  feelings,   and  of 
the  moft  honourable  principles,    (^ould  be  led  to  maffacre  in 'the 
way  in  which  they  were ;  that  one  of  the  mod  gallant  among  therr 
ihould  be  denied  the  flcnder  confolation  which  he  requeued  in  hij 
expiring  moments  of  having  his  lettei*  made  public,  was  fuch  ai 
adl  of  favage  barbarity  as  would  leave  an  eternal  ftain  upon  "tng- 
land,  if  Parliament  and  the  people  did  not  tcftify  their  ind^natici 
by  fixing  a  ftrong  mark  of  cenfure  upon  its  authors !     Yet  evin 
this  leffon,  even  the  dreadful  iflbe  of  this  abominable  fcheme  dd 
not  produce  the  effedt  upon  the  minds  of  His  Majefty's  Minilbs 
which  might  have  been  expe<£ted ;  -another  e#{)edition  was  fran'd, 
in  which  the  emigrants  were  to  t)e  employed  in  a  dcfcent  uponhe 
coaft  of  France.     The  fccond  expedition  was  concerted,  pcrJp^j 
with  fomewhat  lefs  indifcretion,  and  fomewhat  lefs  barbarit)',  -lan 
the  firft ;    but  it  fecmed  to  have  its  origin  in  the  fame  prinplcs, 
•and  to  owe  its  birth  to  the  fame  parent.     It  was  owing  onl)P  its 
utter  failure  that  it  had  not  been  equally  difaftrous  ;  for,  if  ^  ex- 
pedition to  L'Ifle  Dieu  had  been  carried  into  efFeft^i  tlfaoie 
manner  as  the  firft,  the  unfortunate  pcrfons  muft  have  beeflually 
abandoned.     And  y^t,  though  not  attended  with  the  fam^^^l  ef- 
fefts  as  the  firft,  the  expedition  had  been  attended  with  n^rtunc. 
Our  fleet  had  been  expofed  to  great  rifquc  on  a  dangers  coaft ; 
and  even  now  we  muft  cither  land  the  ftorcs  upon  L'Iflr'^">  fe^ 
the  maintenance  of  the  unhappy  perfons  ftlH  there,    abandon 
them  to  the  certain,  though  lingering,  death  of  fiimir^'"  ^o  the 
•more  merciful  doom  of  the  guillotine.      It  yns  impc*^  f^  ani- 
madvert upon  the  conduSof  Miniftcrs  in  thefe  exped^^  without 
being  aftoniftied  at  the  infanity  with  which  they  were""^^-      It 
muft  now  be  a  matter  of  fccret  congratulation  to  themP  t"^^  every 
one  of  their  projefts  had  failed,  their  fuccefs  woul^^'^  made  it 
impoflible  for  them  to  have  maintained  the  argur  ^'hjch  they 
had  held  that  day.     What  did  they  do  ?     They  f "  o^ccr  to 
fummon  Belle  Ifle  in  the  name  of  Louis  XVIIL  rightful  King 
of  France,  and  thus  they  made  their  officer  decl\  »***fchood,  a 
direct  falfehood,  as  great  a  falfchood  as  if  he  wr^'^^^^^^^^g^  to 
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declare  diat  Cardinal  York  was  the  rightful  King  of  Great  Bri- 
taiiu      But  what  muft  have  been, the  confequence  if,  upon  this  fum- 
nions.  Belle  Ifle  cff  Noirmoutier  had  yielded  ?    We  rauft  have 
bndcd  and  taken  poiTcflion  of  them  in  the  name  of  Louis  XVIIL. 
and  the  unfortunate  Prince,  juQ.  landed  in  the  place  under  our  au- 
ipices,  would  have  been  identified  with  our  caufc,  and  we  ihould 
have  been  pledged  to  the  TcAoration  of  this  Iccal  monarch  in  his 
rights.      Could  we  then  have  riad  the  blefTing  \^ch  was  this  day 
held  up»  of  abandoning  a  courTe,  which  could  no  longer  be  purfued 
wirfi  rational  hopes  ?    We  (hould  then  have  been  reduced  to  the 
melancholy  alternative  of  abandoning  the  Prince  and  his  followers 
vith  infamy,  or  of  profccuting  his  caufe  under  the  mod  defperate 
drcumftances.      Fortunately  for  Miniftcrs,  however,  their  projed 
had  £iiledy  and  they  were  thus  relieved  by  tlie  want  of  fucccfs  from 
the  &i|y  of  their  ac^.      It  was  by  this  fort  of  rcafoning  alone  that 
he  could  rcfolve  the  ftrange  paradox  of  the  fccondcr  of  the  motion, 
wba  had  faid  that  the  very  fiiilure  of  the  war  had  produced  good 
coafequences.      If  it  w«re  applied  to  our  expeditions  to  the  coaft  of 
France,  it  perhaps  ipight  hold  true,  as  the  confequence  was  a  con- 
^idion  in  the  breafls  (^  Miniftera>that  it  was  imprafticable  to  pur- 
fuc  the  refloration  of  Loui^  anv  more.     He  faid  that  it  was  with 
pain  that  he  took  up  the  time  of  tlie  Houfe,  with  any  obfetvatioQai 
upon  this  kind  of  rcafoning.     He  was  confident  that  the  natural  * 
plain  fenfc  and  underft^ndings  of  Engliihmen,  who  had  always 
been  diflinguifhed  for  their  love  of  dire(S  and  plain  dealing,  would 
foon  be  dilguflcd,  and  reject  with  indignation  and  naufea  a  caufc 
that  required  fuch  rcfinemafit  of  rcafoning  to  fupport  it.     An  ho- 
nourable gendcmap  had  faid,  that  the  opinions  of  the  French  were 
certainly  fpecious  in  thcmfelves,  and  calculated  to  intoxicate  the 
minds  of  the  lower  ranks  of  men;  but  that,  in  tlieir  own  nature, 
tbey  would  fooner  or  later  generate  fuel;  a  tyranny  as  that  which 
Roberfpierrc  exhibited,  which  again,   in   its  own   nature,    would 
corred  the  impreflion  wliich  the  fpecious  opinion^  had  originally 
made.     The  w:ar  then,  with  all  its  dififtcr^,  had  been  fo  far  ufc- 
ful,  that  it  had  accelerated  the  conviiSion  which  Roberfpierre's  ty- 
ranny would  of  itfclf  have  more  flowly  prodqced.     The  war  was  a 
fort  of  yeaft  that  fermented  this  tyranny;  and  thus,  in  this  idle 
train  of  reafoning,  was  the  Houfc  prcfcntcd  v/ith  another  theory  in 
excufe  of  the  war.      If  men  were  to  play  with  fuch  theories  as  mat- 
ter of  amufement,  he  fhould  certainly  not  contend  about  them.    He 
(bould  then  be  extremely  willing  to  leave  them  as  a  ver)'  good  tlieme 
for  ichool'boys,  as  the  honourable  feconder  of  the  motion  had  faid ; 
but  it  was  a  dreadful  thing  when  fuch  theories  were  taken  up  by 
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ftatcftncn,  and  gravely  aAed  upon  as  Icgetiitiatc  caufes  for  plungin 
their  country  into  the  horrors  of  war.     Such  theorfcs  might  fuit 
well  for  a  literary  or  a  political  difputant,  and  might  be  ma(^e  very 
amufing  cither  in  a  club-n)om  or  in  a  pamphlet ;  but  for  a  m^n  to 
undertake  the  office  of  a  ftatefman,  and  to  bringTuch  theories  into 
prajftice,  was  fuch  an  outrage,  not  merely  upon  common  fenfe,  but 
upon  moral  duty,  sis  muft  (hock  the  Jwart  of  every  confideratc,  and 
of  every  feeling  fMnd.    -What  a  pifture  of  human  wantonnefs  did 
it  not  exhibit;  that  in  order  to  afccrtain  the  quedion  whether  a  cer- 
tain fet  of  opinions  might  be  brought  fo  much  more  fpecdily  Into 
difrepute,  it  was  a  good  and  right  thing  thdt  a  hundred  millions  of 
money  fhould  be  temnderedy  and  htindredi  of  thoufdnds  of  our 
fellow-creatures  be^tjt  to  death!  In  his  mind,  war  agiinft  opinions 
was  in  no  one  inftance,  and  could  not  be,  either  juft  or  pardonable. 
A  y^T  of  felf-defence  againft  ads  he-^ould  underftand,-  he-  could 
explam^  and  he  could  juftify;  but  bo  war  againft  opinions  could 
be  fupported  by  reafon,  or  by  juflJte  ;  it  was  drawing  the  fworc!  of 
the  inquifition.     How  could  i^e  blame  all  thofe  abominable  ad^  of 
blood0ied  and  torture,  which  had  been  comrhitted  from  time  to 
rime  uhder  the  fpecious  name  of*  religion,  It^hen  we  ourfelvcs  had 
the  prefumption  to  wage  a  fimilar  war?    Who  would  fay •  that  all 
tfltblooi  that  had  been  fpilt  fron>  the  fliry  of  religious  cnthufiafm, 
might  not  have  been  made  to  flow  from  the  pure  but  mifguidcd 
motive  of  correcting  opinions,  when  we  o^elves  thus  dared  to  dip 
our  hands  in  the  blood  of  our  fellow-creatures,  on  the  mere  pretext 
of  corredling  the  errors  of  opinion  ?  We  muft  change  all  the  doc- 
trines that  we-have1fcen  taught  to  cheruh  about  religious  pcrfecu- 
tfon  and  intolerance  ;  wc  muft  begin  to  venerate  the  authors  of  the 
holy  inquifition,  and  confider  them  as  pious  and  pure  men,  who 
cemmittc*d  their  murders  for  the  beneficent  purpofe  of  correfling 
the  hcrefies  which  they  confidered  as  fo  abominable,  and  reftoring 
the  blcffings  of  what  they  conceived  to  be  the  only  true  fyftem  of 
Chriftianity.    In  the  fame  manner  the  prefcnt  war  againft  opinions 
was  to  be  entitled  to  our  efteem,  and  its  authors  to  be  venerated  for 
their  nH)rality.     In  this  war  they  alf#  were  great  conquerors;  they 
had  loft  towns,  cities,  nay,  kingdoms,  they  had  fquandered  a  hun- 
dred millions  of  money,  they 'liad  loft  a  hundred  thoufand  men, 
they  had  loft  their  allies,  they  had  loft  the  caufe  of  the  Emigrants, 
they  had  loft  the  throne  to  the  family  of  Bourbon,  ^but  they  had 
gained  a  fet  of  rather  better  opinions  to  France.     Mr.  Fox  con- 
tended, that  dt  every  moment  from  the  commencement  of  the  war 
to  the  prefcnt  inftant,  our  Minifters  might  have  ncgociated  with 
the  French  upon  better  terms  than  they  could  at  this  time  j  ahd" 
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Aat  our  relative  lituation  has  been  gradually  growing  worfe.  ^  The 
6mous  decree  of  the  19th  of  November,   1792,  was  the  firft 
great  pretext  for  gping  to  war.— That  decree,  he  had  always  faid, 
%c  might  hai^  got  nd  of  by  ncgociation.     But,  if  that  decree  was 
an  obftade  to  ncgociation,  it  was  well  krtown  that  the  difgufting 
tyrant  Roberfpierre  himfclf  not  only  formally  repealed  it,  but  made 
it  the  pretext  for  murder]  ng^fPliffot  and  about  one  hundred  per  foils 
mcffCy  vhom  he  called  its  authors.     Why  not  Migociate  after  that 
decree  was   repealed  ?   Oh — they  were  a&aid   of  the  fafcination 
of  French  principles  on  the  minds  of  the  people  of  thit  country. 
Bcjt,  furely,   they  cannot  fay  that  thefe  principles  continued  to  be 
fzfcina^ng  and  tciqptipg  after  the  reign  of  &|fcerfpierrc*^— if  ever 
they  had  3Stf  attraflion  for  the  popular  mind,  «Jcy  furely  muft  have 
loft  it,  and   become,  on  the  contrary,  the  deteftation  and  hor- 
nn-  ci  every  human  beingj^  as  exhibited  uncier   the  ifnplatable 
Ij  ranny  of  that  defpicable  mifcreant.      Did  they  make  overtures  of 
pca<i  when  thefe  principles  nad^oft  their  temptation?  What!  it 
would  be  faid,  would  you  have  treated  with  Roberfpierre? — Why 
net  with  Roberfpierre  r — Do  we  not  daily  treat  with  tj'rants  ?  ,•  He 
would  have  treated  wfth  Roberfjpierre  ;  not  becaufe  he  did  not 
think  hi»  government  the  moft  difgufthig  tj^anny  that  ever^xifted, 
but  becaufe  England  had  nothing. to  do  with  his  tyranny.   *  K)n  ^c' 
27th  of  July,  Roberfpierre  wa*s  cut  off,  and  his  principles  were 
declared  to  be  infamouS|^  Why  did  not  Minifttrs  then  make  over- 
Hires  of  peace  r    There  was  nothing  in  their  former  conduft  that 
could  give  that  Houfe  or  the  nation  confidence  in  their  intentions  of 
making  ffeace  whenever  the  favourable  opporltinity  (hould  arrive. 
On  the  contrar)',  they  flood  convicted  of  fraild  ;  for  when  an  ho- 
nourable friend  of  his  made  a  motion  on  the  26th  of  January  laft, 
which  it  was  not  found  convenient  direflly  to  op|X)fe,  ah  amct^- 
mcnr  was  moved,  declaring  that  they  were  ready  to  enter  into  a 
negociation,  whoever  there  (hould  be  a  government  eftabliftied  in 
France,  capable  of  maintaining  the  cuftomary  relations  of  amity 
and  peace.     Did  they-  offer  ncgociation  when  it  was  proved  by  ex- 
perience that  France  had  fuch  a  government  ?   It  had  been  proved, 
that  France  did  maintain  fueh  relations  of  peace  and  amity,  for 
Pruffia  had  made  peace  with  her,  Spain  had  made  peace  with  her, 
many  of  the  States  of  Germany  had  made  peace,  with  her,  and 
among  others,  the  Eledor  of  Hanover  had  made  peace.     The 
honourable  fcconder  of  the  motion  had  faid^  that  any  one  whg  made 
an  argument  on  the  conduct  of  the  Eleflor  of  Hanover,  and  re^- 
foncd  on  it  as  an  example  for  England,  would  defervc  to  be  tr^ted 
as  a  fiAool-boy.     He  muft  fubmit  to  incur  the  imputatioif ;  for  he 
Vol.  XLIII.  F  .         . 
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confeiTedi  with  deference  to  the  honourable  gentleman,  that  it  was 
worthy  to  be  difouflcd.  He  was  ready  to  d|fn  that  there  might  he 
lituations  in  which  the  conduJl  of  the  Elcdlor  of  Hiniover  in  a  nc- 
gociation  might  not  be  a  model  for  England ;  but  what  was  the 
cafe  here  ?  The  right  honourable  gentleman  oppouif,  ia  fpcaking 
of  the  ftate  of  France,  faid,  that  M  a  peace  wis  concluded  Tvith 
her,*  in  her  thei^ppondition,  he  (houfd  at  leaft  have  to  cxclaiui. 

Quanta  quse  vertus  potHiIt  ciTe,  fuit — 
^  1  oto  certatcm  eft  corpore  rcgni# 

Her  fituation  had  not  changed  when  the  Hanoverian  Miniftcr  thouclit 
it  his  duty  to  nqrfUate  with  them  for  pcikdP  Would  Jhe  rij;ht 
h6n^urablc  gentlerori  fay  on  the  occafion,  % 

«  Qnanta  quae  vertus  potuit  cflc,  fuit — 

^    ,  Ibto  certaium  cil  corjforc  regni?  "^ 

He  did  not  believe  that  he  wouU  ^nturc  to  make  any<bch%fler- 

tion.     They  had  'heard  that  night  much  panegyric  on  the  new  con- 

Ai^tlbn  of  France.     TheyThight  almoft  have  fuppofcd  thcmfelvcs 

fitting  in  the  ConveiKion,  and  to  have*  heard  Louvct,  or  fome 

ofher^uthor^f  the  n^  conftitution,  delivering  a  pancgjTic  on  Jr. 

» JLU  our  hopes  were  now  to  be  fixed  upon  this  new  conftitution  ;  he 

confefTedy  for  one^  he  was  not  willing  to  place  much  dependance 

upon  a  conftitution,  of  which  he  knew  q^ing,  and  which  had  not 

been  tried  ;  but  this  was  the  new  theo^  of  the  day  ;  this  conj^r 

tution  was  to  be  capable  of  maintaining  the  accuftomed  rektions  of 

peace  and  amity.  ^  Mark  the  cfmcludfti  of  this  argumeor,  that^hc 

proper  time  for  treating  together  for  peace,  was  to  be  put  off  until 

we  -had  experience  of  this  new  conftitution ;  what  was  to  be  tlie 

term  of  probation  he  knew  not ;  one  thing  only  was  certain,  that 

Dn  this  new  pretext,  the  war  was  to  be  eontinued.     What*if  this 

conftitution,  like  all  their  former'  conftUu^ions,  4hould  fail  ?    Why 

then  our  hopes  of  peace  muft  foil  .too,  'and  we  giuft  begin  again. 

What  a  miferable  fcrics  of*  fubterfuge  and  expedient  was  all  this ! 

But,  fay  they,  would  yotl  make  a  peace  witli  a  coAitry  that  changed 

its  conftitution  fo  often  ?    To  whi(jb>  %s  Mr.  Fox,  JL  anf^^er, 

yes,  I  would  ;  if  they  changed  their  conftitution  every, week,  nay, 

every  day,  if  tbet  had  feven  conftltiitfons  per  week,  I  would  treat 

with  them.     What  have  I  to  do  with  their  changes  of  conftitu- 

tiort  ?    Experiei^ce  has-fhewn  that  ncieilbr  the  change$  of  men,  nor 

•the  changes  of  conftitutions,  have  had  aay  cffedl  on  the  engagements 

which  they  havd  formed  with  foreign  countries.     I  will  not  fpcak 

ofthe  iccent  treaties  they  have  entered  into  ;  but  let  us  Ipck  how 

all  the  fuc^cftxve  parties  have  a£lcd  towards  Sweden  in  the  neutra* 
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lit)'  which  fhc  eftabliihcd.     The  party  of  Briflbt,  the  party  of  the 
MouD&ainy  whidi  ftKceeded  the  party  of  the  Girondiihy  the  indi- 
vidual tyranny  of  RoftfrfpietTe,  into  which  the  Mountain  fubflded^ 
the  party  whir  overthrew  Robej^ierre,   and  all  the  fhades  and 
changes  of  government  which  have  happened  (ince,  have  all  with 
uniform  fidelity  obferved  the  treaty  with  Sweden,  and  maintained 
the  relation  of  peace  and  amit)||i'hich  fubfiAed  between  them.     In 
like  manner  fome  changes  have  happened  fincenthe  treaty,  with 
Pruilia,  and  it  has  no  lefs  been  regularly  maintained.      It  is  idle 
ID  talk  of  fhc  theory  of  a  conftitution  being  a  ground  of  d;;^ndance 
for  the  obfevirance  of  a  treaty,  if  a  rational  treaty  is  made,  and  it 
is  the  intereft  of  psHtte^to  keep  it,  that  is  the^ly  true  and  wife 
dcpendaAce  wliich  you  can  have  for  the  contin^Pfce  of  peace.     It 
was  (aid,  continued  Mr.  Fox,  that  much  had  been  done  to  n#Iio* 
rate  and  foften  down  the  opinions  of  France.     He  afkcd  •^^  h^er 
a  recQgnit^'of  their  itidependance,  and  an  offer  to  treat,  woul4 
not  (fc)  more  to  bring  the  pcopKfo&that  country  to  an  amicable  dif- 
pofition  to  treat  than  all  our  failures  had  hitherto  done  ?     But  it 
was  urg^  that  the  offer  to  treat,  ou^t  firft  to  come  from  Ffajspe. 
He  {ud,  that  the  ofier  ought  to  come  fvm  us,  becaufe  ws  nad 
ni3(fe  reCblutions,  and  had  been  guilty  ^f  th#indifcrqfRn  of  «>ming 
to  declarations  that  flood  in  the  way  of  negociatiom     Thefe  muft^ 
be  done  away  in  order  to  bring  us  to  an  even  footing.    It  wds  faid^ 
would  jou  leave  them  ^le  Low  Countries  and  Holland  ?    That 
Houfe  was  not  the  place,  -  nor  wsis  the  prcfcnt^he  time,  to  t:\\k  of 
ttrrns.  •  There  was  no  doubt  of  one  important  fad,  and  Miniilcrs 
m^^  go  ^  a  negociation  i^th  a  confidence  of  •that  fad>,  namcljr, 
that  if 'France,  on  account  of  her  fucceffes^  ex^(5^ed  high  terms, 
fudi  as  were  inconfiftent  with  the  honour ^tnd  iircrells  ot'tli's  coun- 
try, th^  would  l^  fupportcd  in  the  dire,  but  tlicrt  ncccffary,.  a^ 
lemattve  of  continuing  the  war.     The^- terms  ^t  the  fame  time  in 
es-ety  negociation  ^uft  <(eQpfld  o?l  the  relative  fltu^tion  of  th^  par- 
tics.     But  he  wotifcl  not  ^dmit  of  that  eternal  evailon  that  the  time 
was  improper.     One  year  we  were  too  high  io  treat,  another  year 
ve  were  too  lo?i;  rfnd  thus  the  conlinuaiTce  of  the  war  was  prd- 
iongedy  without  any  calcula||pn  bek)g  made  whetiicr  the  expcnce 
of  continutfig  it  for  one  yeai%  Vair  no{  more  than  the  difference  of 
tenns  we  might  c%fcSt  bctw^n  a  good  and  a  bad  relative  fituation. 
In  hS$  mind  every 'time  was  the  proper  tirtie  for  treating;    and 
it  would  not  be  denied  biA  that  we  had  fuffoed  jmore  favourable 
periodt  to  efcape  ^n  we'  were  likely  again  to  poffefs.     When  we 
were  mailers  ^  Valenciennes  and  Conde,    and  France  was  befet 
in  ercxy  Sit^    with  infoneAions  ra^g  in  her  boweUi  that  was 
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• 

the  favourable  time  to  treats  But  no^  we  were  then  too  high. 
What,  trca^  wjjcn  (he  almoft  lay  expiring  it  our  feet  ?  We  fuf- 
fered  that  moment  to  pafs.  hsjj^  year  again  we  h^  ff^^^t  fuccefs 
in  the  Weft  Indies,  Guadaloupe,  and  St.  Lucia  were  ours,  in  ad- 
dition to  Martinique,  and  France  was  obvioufly  defirous  of  peace. 
NO|  ^then  again  we  were  too  hig^  and  we  were  told  in  a  lofty 
ftrain,  in  the  month  of  June  laft,  ^Vhat,  (hall  we  treat  with  her 
when  (he  lies  in  hpc  laft  agony  ?  Nothing,  they  faid,  could  fave 
her,  and  it  was  our  intereft  to  withhold  from  her  the  peace  of  which 
{he  was  defirous.  The  event  has  proved  that  the  p|pdiction  was 
not  well  founded  :  and  here  we  arc  after  a  thr^-ycars  war  reduced 
to  a  ftate  in  w*hid||we  are  faid  to  be  too  low  threat,  •witb  nothing 
left«o  us  but  the  hopes  that  fome  day  or  another  a  favfcrablc  oppor- 
^  tur^ty  will  arifc  for  ncgociation.  In  the  mean  time  we  have  only 
^  pne  of  all  d>r  allies  left  to  us,  and  that  ally  muft,  by  fce  principle 
on  which  he  fias  afled  for  the  laft  Vfcar,  be  Wrcd  to  cont^e.      All 

*  our  hopes  are  to  be  founded  on  ourtonqucfts  in  the  Weu  Indies. 
•'Ivt%is  look  with  impartial  -eyes  at  the  ftate  of  our  Weft  Indies. 

*  WSs  there  any  thing ^jery  confoling  in  that  quarter  of  the  world? 

•  Hejdipaded  ei^ncounifr  th^xamination.^   The  French  commerv> 

•  it  wasifaid,  was  utterly  anniliilated  ;  and  the  French  navy  too  was 
reducfti.  We  had  certainly  had  many  brilliant  naval  achievements", 
which  did  immortal  honour  to  the  •Brkifti  flag ;  but  at  the  fame 
tftnt  it  would  not  he  faid  that  our  own  iBide  was  entirely  proitcl^d. 

I  Infuranoe  to  Jamaica  had  rifenirom  four  to  eight  per  ccnt.^  and^c 
did  not  think  that  even  our  internal  ftuation'was  improved,  nis 
.Mijcfty's  Spcecji  had  held  out  a  melancholy  .pi£lure  with  refpcA  tp 
the  quantity  of  grain  inAe  kingdom,  and  the  *fubjc6t  #as  reconrv 
mended  to  tluir  moft  ierious  confideration :  ^Vhenever  it  cfme 
m.  before  them  he  fhould  giv^  it  certaii|)y  the  moft  carcfhl.tfnd  thfe 
J^oft^^partial  exan.ination.  If  waft  nqt- his |ppinion* that  i#wns 
greatly  wuhln  the  province  of  huigaan  ♦IcdflaMDn  to  do  much  on 
fu«h  a  t^pic;  bu^  wh^t  could  be  doneii^  tlrc  wayof  itgulation,  he 
trufted  they  'ftiould  with  one  voice  fteadily  and  exj^ditioufly  purfue. 
Nothifig,  he  bfclievcd, 'WouWdo  f^muc^  towards  preventing* tlic 

•evil  of  a  fcaroit)',  as  to  give  to^thepiQple  *!te  reftoration  of  peace, 
w^iich  would  be  likclj^tot)iing  with  k  its  ufual  coifipanion,  plenty. 

'  It  was  an,  infult;  on  con^orvferffe  to  fay  thit  war  and  unitary  ex- 
peditions did  not^  #in  their  -yery  niiku^,  a^ravate  fcarcity  by  in- 

.  creafed  confumption.  Putting  the  wh^lc  country  into  the  military 
ftate  which  England  was  at  this  time  at  home,  neccflarily  increafed 
tl^  conlumption  of  grain;  and  if  this  was  the  cafe,  how  much 
more  did  thq  argument  hold  good  with  rcfpcd  to  ex^itions  to 
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SihxJt  parts?  The  quantity  of  increafed  confumptlon,  wuhou^ 
taking  into  the  accoij|it  the  quantities  damaged  and  lod,  was  im- 
mask^  and  he  would  fee  bold  to  fay,  that  if  g^ernnient,  inftead 
of  intcjferir^  with  the  regular  rfferchants,  and  putting  an  end  to 
9II  thcadivc  competition  of  men  more  expert  iri  trade  than  them- 
felves>  had  followed  the  example  of  the  govemmcnt  of  France, 
with  refpeft  to  the  (hips  at  mcA,  and  iiad  unloaded  the  trSnfports 
that  were  fent  to  Quiherpn  Bay,  they  would  have  done  tnore  to- 
wards allevating  the  late  fcarcity,  than  by  all^the  corn  which  their 
agents  imyrtcd.  ^e  could  not  leave  that  mifcrable  expedition  to 
Quibcron  bay,  without  again  exprcfling  his  indignation.  The 
Houfe  woi^d  do  fflmghe  juftice  to  recoiled  Imuf  much  beyond  his 
ufual  pertfgicity  he  had  urged  them  to  avoioMhe  indiTcretion  and 
cruelty  of  employing  the  emigrants  on  any  fuch  expedition^  ,  Ha^ 
had  faid^hat  they  could  not  be  employed  fo  as  to  fland  on  the  fan^ 
term*  jnth  our  ovtn  troops ;  .that  their  condition  would  be  dcffc- 
rate  iit^egard  to  France  ;  ^t  therefore  it  was  neither  politic  witji 
xcfpcfl  tc  onrfelves,  nor  kind  and  confidcrate  with  regard  to  tifcnj ; 
tliat  if  we  employed .  them  on  any  fuch  expedition,  we  iaGpfified 
.their  caufc  with  ours,  find  made  it  impofflble  for  us  to  retraft  witJi* 
honour  whatever  might  be  the  evenl!^  of  fne  war>  Whaf  ^as  th^ 
anfwcr  to  his  reafoning  ?  That  in  f?dt  their  caufe  and  x)urs  was 
die  fame,  and  that  the  crown  of  George  III.  was  not  lafe  upon 
hit  head  if  they  wcre^t  reinftated  in  their  country.  Thus  the 
die  was  caft ;  they  were  thus  invited  to  join  the  fatal  ftandard ; 
thty  embarked  in  our  caufe,  wlftch  they  were  thus  told  was  the 
6mivas*  their  own,  and*  they  were  fent  'on  that  fatal  expcdj^ion 
which  jvcry  feeling  heart  muft  deplore.  Thbugli  he  could  not  en- 
tertain the  idea  which  fome  coarfe  an(iku]gar  minds  had  takcnr  up,  , 
thafi  certain  Minifters  in  the  Cabinet,  reflc(3innr  on  the  indifcretion 
Aey  had  comnutted  in  th^  cl^prgiri^  thcmfclves  with  fo  many  tf 
thefe  enugran(^  bad'^<^t  them  on  this  forlorn  entcifrifc  «s  a 
happy  rid^n^  ;  J^he  muft  repeat,  that  }f  the  juftjce  and  indig-i 
nation  of  the  cou^jtry-cfid  not  fex  a  (^cnfurfc  updn  the  aufhors  of  that 
expedition,  the  dijgrace  of  it  v?ouki  eternally  reft  upon  the  charac- 
ter of^Vhefcation.  «'^Whert{hc  Jirfl  moved  for  ent^rin^ihto  a  ^c- 
gpciatiod  with  France,  it^was^faid,  ^hat!  wiuld  yo^  negocjatc* 
withnen  about  to  ilain  their  "Tjai^sVith^hc  blood  of  their  'Sove- 
rcigiff  Yet  now,  if  ^q[prefcnt*Speeth  m^aht'to^ay  any  thing 
honcfUy,  it  meant,  tliat  with  tffefe  very* men  Minifters  would 
have  no  objefiion  to  negociatc  at  a  certain  crifis.  The  nature  of 
this  murder,  then,  was  fuch  as  to  be  wa(hed  away  after  a  |wo  or 
thioc  years  purification.     And  even  with  Tallien,  *  who/ among 
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cAtiSf  dipped  his  handsMn  Royal  blood,  they  would  have    no  ob- 
jedlion  to  treat ;  though  \\  ha' ever  was  the  coniotft  of  that  perfbn 
on,other  occafion^ the  boldncfs  with*  which  he  came  forward  fa 
deftroy  the  tyranny  of  Robcrfpierr^  did  him  great  hoo|pr.^     It  had 
always  been  his  6pii}ion,  that  if*  we  could  hot  get  men  of  pure 
morals,  and/ncnof  perfunnl  cifejm  to  treat  withj^w^e  mud  take 
the  mqp  we  qgu^d  find,  taking  care  that  our  t|paty  fliould  be 
founde4  pn  fuch  principles  of  moderation  and  judice  as  (hould  not 
be  likely  to  y^ry  wi^h*  times  or  parties,  sftid  which  (hould  be  the 
'  intereft  of  both  countries  to  ifnaintnin.      Inde^  of  this,  we  had 
a£led  upon  a 'iet  of  unprinci^d  delicacies,  t2y%hich  tl§ft  country 
had  been  reduced  to'  fuch  a  ftate  of  diflrefs,  |S  for  the  lad  Six 
months  to'*ipake  aMkoft  every  common  mariacpendant^upon  cha* 
rity^for^fubfiftence.     Was  not  fuch  a  ftatc  more  likd^  to  under* 
•mine  the  IdyUfy  and  obedience  they  were  deiirous  to  ch£ri(h  than 
*  sfi^  the  fafcinaiion  of  French  principle  ?     Was  It  not  Uftly^  that 
'under  fuch  a  prcflure  undifci^lined  hnnds  might  be  led  t^^eri(h 
€ic  l^ea,  that'^that  government  could%ot  be  perfeflly  found,   nor 
prai^icsdily.happ}',  which  infli(9:^d  on  fo  large  a  proportion  of  its 
'  people  fo  much  mifcry !  ^  It  muft  be  a  matter  of  great  confdlation 
%)  hear  from  His  Majcfly^s  ^eech,  that  fnflead  of  any  fuch  re- 
fractory fcr\dmcnt,  a  very  general  fpiri^of  order  and  fubmiflion  to 
the  law|^  hadxb'^en  manifelted  by  his  people;  and  tbeii: pleafure 
.  bught  to  be  inCiicaftd  when  thty  itcollcScd  the  dreadful  and  dark  ' 
con||>iiacie^  ^hich  ra^d  iti  the  country  a  twelvemonth  ago.   Tliefer 
confpiraoies'had  been  quafhed  in  ^  mod  extraordinary  >iray  |  they  . 
had  been  (]ua(hed  by  li^e  full,  ^eqry  gnd  hffkibiirable  acquittal  of 
-  all  the  cpnfpirators :  aa^  now  this  ov^cir  and  jTi^^miflrion  to  the' laws  ^ 
was  a  rwliter  of  exulcati^  to«Hi^  Majcfty,  vmen  the  ^Habeas 
Corpus  a<St  was  in  fuU  tbfcc !     Another  moft  e^^ordinary  argu* 
^ent  had  been  adduced  for^e  M^ar  by  an«honourable  gchtkthan    . 
opi^fite  tip  Jdiiti  (Mn'Jcnkinfon)  ;  tfie  war,  he*fai||,  was  quite  n?- 
ecflary,  ui  order  to  enable  men  of  rank  t(f  iQvei^wtth  becoming 
fpiric  5gain(l  French  principles,  and;tfie  diabolical  do<Slr}hes  of  Ja- 
cobii|ifm.     He  was  very  ready  to  allow»  thS  the  philippics  againft 
t^  Fcenck  princi]^les,'  in»  which  gen^mcn,  in  that^oi^e,  anii 
eliewhere,  fo  liboraUy  indulged  th^nfen'aQ,  did  require  K>me  means  f 
t&  give  them  cthjency  ;  but  that  they  banted  a  war  to  give  them 
fijrce,  that  nptljing  lefs  th^n  an  tirmy  pf  2 da, coo  menj^hd  a 
navy  of  1 10,000  men,  a)uld-niake  thcH  philippics!  go  down,  he 
did  not  knpw  till  now.     He  remembcyd  it  was  an  accu&don 
againft  Roland,  that  in  order  to  corrupt  the  public  mind,  in  pro* 
pagadng  his  opinions,  he  had  fquandercd  much  o£  the-publiq 
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moner-     Rolaiti,  \n  his  defence,  faid,  he  had  certainly  not  fquan* 
dercd  nf>uch  of  the  puhlic  money  ;  he  had  only  if$t\t  30,000  livfe^ 
Tournois,  Md  that  in'afPgnat^  in  printing;  vrh^reas  it  has  coft 
our   Minifttrs  one  hundred  milirons  flcrlirg.to'circulAte  and  fup- 
p^it  their  harangues  ngainrt  the  ^French;     A  mortf  txtraordinary 
means  of  publishing  their  iaveflivps  could  not  Jiave  been  tf^ught 
of.     One  voald  have  thought^  th?.t  having  their  civil  lift,  their 
pitron^^c,    tlieir   place/,    their  pcnfions,  '*id  th«r  newfpapcrs, 
by  wai  a  to  Iprc^  ami  give  currency*  to  their  abufc -againft  the 
Frtncl:, .  i#was  ftra^g^  tliat  they  (houj^  hit  upon*  a  Var  as  the  only 
means  to  recomtt\|iv<  their  inve<3ives  to  the  taftc  of  the  country. 
If  h«'  could  not  ctulrciy  agree  with  the  honoiiflbl'c  genttcman  as  fo 
the  war  hIPhg  begun  only  in  aid  of  the  intemperate*  bmguage  ^d^ 
violent  ebithets  which  were  thrown  out  upon  the-  Frenfch,  yet  ncK 
tl/iiig  was  fo  ccrtainj  r\s  that  the  inflamed  paffitfrte  which- gave  ^ifc  . 
to  maijjftngoagc,  gave  rife  ^fo  to  the  war;  and*  that  the  good' 
fcafc  and  rrianly  feelings  whrch  would  ht^ve  avoided  'the  onc,'w^)ulJ 
alio  have  dircdkd  us  to  the  rationpl  courfe  which  would  .bate  fr6- 
vented  the  other.      Tlic  honourable  gcntkman  fpok'e  gf  th^  rights 
of  man,   among  the  reprobated  Fremh  ^principles.  [  That  all  men 
had  equal  rights,  fce  would  not  "ftop  to  Jrgue  ;^  it 'was  a  truth 
which  die  honourable  gentleman  himfelf  murt  fe^l.**  It  ivas  not, 
the  fallacy  of  the  principles  that  fiaa  made  the  French  R'cvblutiorx  • 
difguftiiig  by  its  atrocities  ;  it  was  tfie  fcifapplication  ind  mmifir 
thjt  had  produced  4b  much  turpi tqde  and  rui|).     Of  tUbfe  princi-* 
plc$  he  was  read3^  <o>dcfen4  the  gfeater  part ;  the  aJDuft  o(  princi- 
ples bad  indeed. cauijpil  thefaifchicf  in  Fratite;  but  the  principles 
diemielves  rcmamed  fltll  pui«*^d  i^udterable.     Mr'^Fox  <^n- 
eluded  with  fayi^  that  for  thefe  reafon^  he  could  hot  confent  \p 
vot<f  for  the  addrefs  which  had  been-tnoved  t  'h(f  held  in^  his  hanil' 
an  atnendment,  irxprefiingin  (Bort  terms  the  fe£ls  he  ha4  enu||^- 
nted,  and  dra^ig  frdm  then\  -Aht  pradlical  ufe  that  ought  to  be 
nude  of  ifiem.     H^  then  rea4  the  amendment,  df  ^liich  the  fol- 
lowing is  a  copy :         •  *  C  ... 
•  "  Wc  ^  ieav^  bumbW  to  cgfreaf  your  Majefty  to^evirw  tl|c 
■  **  events  ofthe  three  lalVyedrs^  and  to  compara  the  fltuation  aid 
"  drcumifainces  of  the  beHigergnt  powers  ^t  the  ^riod  when  hot- 
*'  tiliflb  oommencdd,  arid,  at* the  orefent  moment^  to  eonfider 
*'  that  a  great  majority  (rf  the  numerous  aUies,  on  whofe  co-ope« 
^  ration  your  Maje(^  Aiefly  relied  for  fuccefs,,havc  abandoned 
^  the  common  caufe,  and  f6ught  for  fecurity  in  peace,  while  othdrs 
**  have  been  unfortunately  thrown  into  alliance  with  the'eneniy.   ' 
"  That  our  foreign  poffcflBons  in  tho  Weft  Indies  have,  in 
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"  many   inftanccs,  l?ccn  over-run,  pillaged,  and  deftroyed,  and 
",  the  iccurity  of  all  of  them^wit  in*  imminent  hazard. 

"  That  the  expeditions  to  the  ooaft  .of  France  have  proved 
V.  cither  dif^rjccful  or 'abortive *•  lenciag^  withoidif'any  rational 
"  profpect  oi  public  benefit,  ,^,tarnifli  the  Britifh  name,  bj  a 
"  lljajneful  lacriftce  of  thofe  ,t<f  whom  your  M^'cfty'^  Miniftcrs 
**  h\(\  held  out  tfie  hope  of  pU^Hc  prot^eftion. 

"  That  amidft  ^all  thefc  -adverfc  arji  difgraceful  events,  "there 
**  hjis  been  lui  cxpcndirtir£  of  blood  and  trcafurc  unparalleled  in  the 
**  hiiior)':of  fofmcr  w^s%  -      i^  r 

"  Such  bcipg  tht  refulfof  the  meafuref  which  have*  Been  pur- 

**  fued,'  iic  c?annofr,l»oncflly  difcliarge  our  tkjtj^  to  your  Majefly, 

.**  rthe  country,  and  purfelves,*  \yithout, fervently  ii|||||ering  your 

"  Majefty  to  refte^t  upon  the  evident  imprac^ieabtlity  of  attaining, 

**  in  the  prcfenft^pntcfl,  what  liave  hitherto  been  conflHlred  as  the 

• .«'  objcilsof  it-.  .  " 

•  •  **  .We  tb^refore  humbly  cntreaH|rour  Majcfty  no^onglfr  to  a6l 
f\  upon  the  opinio,  tha^thc  governing  powers  of  France  are  in- 
*^  capable  of  maintaining  tlie'  Uccuftomed  relations  of  piq|ce  and 

•**.  amity.  An  opinion  formerly  proved  t9  be  unfounded  by  the 
**.fituatioo 'of  the  States  of  America,  and  of«  thofe  nation3  of 
'^  Eui^p©  'who  have  throughout  maintained  a  fafe  and«dignified 
**  peutjallty ;  ■aad  recently!  j^y  /he*»«)ndu<!]l  and  prtfent  condition 

^«*«of  Prulfti  and  Spiif^  and  the  Princes'  of  the  £^pire.  iB*it 
•'  thatiypur-.iyiajefty  will  be  gracioufly  plq^W  to  take  decided  and 

.  *'  ilTiriKxIiate^  h)caflJrcif  for  bringing  about  .a  4)yacc  vfiih  France,* 

.  <*  whatever  mny  b^  jl;c*^rcfent^cr*iuture  fprm  of  her  internal  go- 

*'*  vernnienf,  and  look  for  in^|rnnity  fv^ercHloBe  indemnity  is  tor 
**  be  found;*  in  the  rcflpnltion  o'r^i^duftry,  plenty,  and  tranquil- 

■J<  litv  at  homo*  •    ..  /  ,         ' 

"  Vyhik  wc  dn^  carneftly  implore  your  Majefty  to  confidcr^  in 
f*  your  Royal  wifd^m,  how  frtftikfs^the  ^purfui^Jof  the  war  is  be- 
**  come,  and  how  idle   and   imR^ginary  tlm  fuppofed^  obflacle  to 

'  '*  peace,  w,e  declare,  that  if,  the  ^Kiftipg^^'CFs  in  France  were 
**  to  rcj^  a^  pacific  negociati^n  propofed  by  your  Majefty  upon 
<*  (bitable*  terms)  "and  to  pcrtci^ere  in  hoftiflrfes  fof*lheir  own  ag- 
*«  grandifctnent,  or  wiih  a  view  to  the  eftablifliment  of  their  fyf- 
^*  tern  of  gpvcrnmcnt  in  other  •countries,  we  would  ftanuoufly 
."  /upport  a  vigorous,  profifcution  of  ^  war,  confident  tliat  the 

•  '*  fpirit  of  the  nation,  when  roufed  irj^fuch  a  caufc,  will  (till  be 
'«*  able  to  accompljCh  what  is  juft  and  nccelTar)',  however  exhauftcd 
"  and  weakened  by  the  iU-cogcerted  projecFls  of  thofe  who  have 
*«  dircsSted  your  Majefty's  Cowncils.**  ,    ' 


» 

4        4.  ^      ^ 
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Mr.  Chamccllor  PITT. — Sir,  at  a  period  perhaps  the  mod 
eventful  in  die  Hiftory  of  Great  Britain  and  of  the  Worid,  you 
n?ver  pot  a  queftion  xnoc»  crnxntStod  vrixh  the  honour,  the  interef), 
and  the  fatei^of  the.oocntiy,  than  whether  the  amendment  now 
pnipofed  (bill  be  fubftituted  for  the  Addrefs  which  has  been  moved 
by  die  noble  Lord.  The  Speech*  of  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
nun  was  indeed  extraordinary,  yet  I  never -could  h^ve  conoeived 
rfiit  it  fhould  have  terminated  in  a  ptopofition  fo  very  extraordinary, 
as  that  which  is  (^aied  in  the  aiAendment«*an  amendment  which 
recognizes  a  fyftem  of  complete  degradafion  and  diftppointment  on* 
the  prt<if  this  country/as  reafons  fof  making  advances  to  France, 
fur  declaring. our  dtfpoGtion  tpopen  a  negoeiatiOA^  irnoQncing  any 
other  terms  #f  indemnkyi  dian  their  permlflidn  to  hold  out  to  us 
the  oiockeiy  of  returning  upon  a  fecurfe^footing  to  the  enjoyment  of 
induftry  md  tranquillity.  I^  is  indeed  a  propofition,  wUch,  ac-* 
cording  to  the  iacred  privileges  of  Parliament^  any  man  may  bring 
forward  with  impunity.  I  ctiilnot  retort  upon  die  right  honourable^ 
gentleman  the  threat  of  impcachmenf,  b'^t  if  hef  were  a  Minifter^ 
and  a>Jhrinj  forward  fuch  a  proportion,  hewod|d.deierve'impeach- 
meot  more  than  any  man  who  ever  difgraced  die  cdUntry.  |  now 
proceed  to  oontraft  the  principal  features  of  the  addrefs  arid  the 
amendmeat.  And  the  firft  leading  article  on^whfch  I  fhdll  inlift 
is,  that  wirh  which  the  addreft  fets^dut/'  R^t  lon'^r^-view  of  all  tho 
circumftanccs  M  the  fituation  of  the  BelKgarent  powers,  our  prof- 
peds  are  nnatcrially  Jotproved.  In  proof  of  this  aflertfdn,  I  apl 
peal  to  fafts,  on  whicrih  you  are  all  ppmpetent  to  decide,  I  ^fk  what 
is  die  period  compared  I  The  {period  takei»upii\the  amendment  is 
the  end  of  laft  fejl6n  ;  the^ period^  ^dar>y  i{iterided  is  its  cditimencc- 
menty  when  the  Speech  .was  d4Hvered  from  ihe  Thrtme.  .  And  be- 
lure  I  enter  into  any  patf  cular  inveftigaticn  offaAs,  in  order  to 
flicw  the  improvement,  which  has  taken  place  irt  our  profpedb,  it 
is  only  necciwry  foe  me  to  appeal  lo  the  Houfe.  ^  What  were  their 
i.npreflions  dicn,  andSrliat  aite  their  fccKngs  now  ?  Arc  they  not, 
on  comparifon,  thofc  OjNbmfort'and  fccurity.  We  cannot  for]gct 
the  exaggerated  reprefentaridns  of  Ac  dariger,  which  were  then 
made  by  gcttfftmen  on  dA  other  fide.  We  (fill  muft  remember 
t^ic  ferioas  impreffions  of  calamitv  entertained  by  the*  moft  fobcr 
minds  at  ^e  momenty  when  they  heard  that  a  powerful  and  enter** 
prizing  enemy,  aided  by  th^  feafons,  hM  ann^;ced  Holland  to  their 
dominions.  Could  any  bocjyL  then  fuppofe  that  the  (luggifhnefs  and 
ina£livity,  which  are  defcribed  as  marking  the  charadter  of  the 
conquered,  fliould  fince  have  transfufed  themfelVcs  into  the  ^para* 
tions  of  the  viAors  i  It  could  not'thgri.  ^e  forefecn  that  the  great 
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and  laudable  exertions  of  our  navaV  force  would  have  fo  greatly 
leaded  to  counterbalance-  the  calamity,  aod  tliat  fuch.  fcope  (hould 
hive  been  given*  to  .the  talents  and  valour  of  our  Commanders. 
France,'  inftti^d.of  having  <lerived  any  mariMie  advantage  from  her 
acviuifTtiort  of  Holland,  in  confoi|ucnce  of  thofc  OKertions,  (lands, 
in  the  prefent  mopiciit,  lower  in. point  of  naval  chiira(3cr,  than  (he 
did'*at  that' period /—In  the  view,  then,  ^f  the  comparative  naval 
pvwer  of  the  two  c(5jntric3  ;  .ought  no  Reeling  to  fcggcft  itfelf  to 
lihich  we  may  juftifiably  annex  dm  word  **  falisfaflion  r"  But  1 
T)cg  leave  toftatc  odier  groiigyaiof  '^flitisfadHftri,^  and  fhcft  diftincl, 
plain,  and  folid.  This  f  uifdertake  to  fli^w  to  the  aixfvidlion  of 
any  man  imprcffed  wkh  the  importance  of^thc  objects  fan  which  We 
originally  engaged  in  tBc  contefl:^  Allowjng  for  alt  the  advantages 
which  the  enemy  have  gaintSf,  cither  ffom  partial  fuccell|f:s  or  fepa- 
rate  treaties,  deploring  allfthe  calan^^ies  of  our  allien, 'ianA.all  the 
fufFerings  of  individi^als,  tfiere  remains  (till  this  gro;jn3  oP**  fatis- 
favition" — that  tli^-cncmy^kbjfcthc  ^ertions  into  which  they  have 
teen  forced,  and  by-  theift^e!(pcnditure  of  rcfourccs,  havetfcduccd 
their  means  of  carding  oii-the  war.  I  wiU  be  bound  1»  prove, 
tjiat  they  Tire  now  in  a  fituation  of  giving  more  rgafonable  fecurity 
for  peace,  bccaufc  they  are  impreffed  with  a.^ftrong  fcnfc^of  its  ne- 
ceflity,  and  a  geiitpirwifh  for  its  reftoration;  and,  ftxjXf  I  a(k, 
are  th«  means  ^  the  ci^fmy  reduced^  In  treating  oij^this  fubject^ 
the  honourable- genTlcrtninYuppofcs  the  only  diftrefs  QJthe  enemy  tp 
proceed  from  th#  fcfai*city^f  the  articles  of  fuljfiftcncc  ron  this  head 
h^  glanced  at  theTittaation.Y>ftl^Ist:ouotry>  jvhi4:h  he  i*cprefented  as 
labouring  under  a  f^lancaj^nuty.  MiiCi>as  I  deplore  the  preflfure 
in  this  country  is  it  In  any<i(^ree*tQ^b*^om'pared  with  the  difficul- 
ties felt  by  the  cne^  S  It  is  not  oivhe  giaynd  of  the  deficiency  of 
proviflons,  fevtrel^  as  it  has  been  experienpeiK  that  I  reft  the  proof 
of  tlicir  diftrefs  ^^  embarraflTmertt ;  but  on  the  dcftrudion  of  thofe 
parts  of  their  fyiicra  which  havT  hM^erto  eriablcd  them  to  make 
fuch  furprizin^  cxertionsr, .  Jnd  to  ai;:i(irirc<pfech  fignal  advantages. 
Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  thcr^pro<jcedic!toc^ai%t\)e  what  had  been  ftatcd 
by  Mr.'  Eox^n  \hc  fuSjcct  obafrignaCJi.  *  It  had  beeftr  faid  by  him, 
*'  That  the  old  ftdty  of  il*c  cfcpreciatioif  xif  aflignatSSvMs  an  argu- 
ment of  no  weight  j  tliat,  confitterlng  the  ftatc  to  which  they  were 
at  ppcfcnt^  reduced,  it,  was  prfeciidy  the  fame  as  if  they  had  been  ten 
times  low^cr ;  tbift^  thejf  werls  equal  to  n6tliing ;  and  that  as  the  enemy 
had  relaxed  none  of  their  military  opcsitions  on  that  account,  it  was 
the  clea^eft  proof  they  could- go  on  ^vithout'^hem."  At  the  com- 
mericement  of  the  iait  fcflibn,  the  aifignats  had  been  truly  ftated  by 
the  right  honourable  gem^cn^an  to  be  only  abou^one  fourth  of  their 
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nominal  value.     When  this  old  ftorv  came  now  to  be  repeated,  it 
was  this: — At  ihc  comn^ncement  rf  the  laft  fcflion  of  Parh'amcnt", 
r';c  value  of  afl^mts  w»rirofn  2<J  to  25  4)er  cent.     At  the  prcfcnt 
n  cmcm  they  were  onlr^tinc  and  an  half  per  cent,  viz,:  for  one  hun- 
dred affignats  of  Tl^>minal  value,  only  one  and  an  h?ilf  were  rcctived; 
e  >nra|uc:itly,  they  were  now  onlypfeout  one  lixtecnth  of  the  Value 
they  were  lafl  year.     Th|p:e  wns  dieVcfcre  foirie  variety  in  tfcfs  old 
frnrr.     There  #ns*  a  diffcnence  irrthe  dccount, '   Tljcrc  was  alfo'an 
uniformity  in  thi:5  Recount ;  fo^tvcry  time  they  were  brought  intoV 
difcufiinn  ^hcre  W2S  a  ilfcceflive  depi^flipa.     1  he  fyllem  of  terror  f 
yruljccd  miricu'ous  cffefls  on  this  •fubjc(5>«     Forihc^acc  of' a 
tWiUcmorttivit  kept  afCgnats  op j|  par.      VVI^en  that  fyftcm  vvns 
dc'troycd,  they  returned  4»,tl>t  ftat^ ofcUeprcffioa  in  which  it  found 
t:.em.     They  were  at  prefirtit  only  oAc  fixtccnth  part  oV*  the  value 
th:y  wettof  Coii  months  ago.*    If  any  g|:ntlcman  (hoiild  ajl;  what 
I'.e  conre^iicncfs  of  this  great  (kpreciationwcrc^  they  were  rhcfe;*— 
Surpofeany  individual  in  France,  tef  n)pnths  ago  had  received  any 
numbctf^f  alTignats  as  the  price  of  his-lalx)ur,  pr'^in  .payment  for  a 
c-bt ;  aflftd  jhat  he  had  laid  up  thofe  afflgnats  Is  ^he  means  of  his 
i-J.\iTc  fubfil\cncc>  he  would  find  at  this  moment  that -they  were  only 
c^ie  iixtcepth  pnrfof  the  value  of  what  they  were  at  the  commence- 
mtntof  the  hik  fcflion.     This  wc^s  the  fctc/)t  tjic  private  fortune' 
of  every  in<ij^!du:il  in' France.     iThe  p>udigj*lit)(i  of  tljcir  fyftcm 
forced  into  ciftul-uiou  between  fix  and  fdt^en  »miT!inrds,  which  was 
equal  to  280  it>illioD^*ftarling,  and  whicft  traVl1i«.e  or  four  limes 
more  than  theafnoimf  of  alVi^e  (n<5ncy  i0^r.liicc  in  its  rirheft  tote, 
2nd  which  Its  comm^rc*»  Minted  f(^r  j^s  circul^iiing  medium.      At 
that  time  thcfc  aflignats  pro^i^'it  ThthigheJtdtgrccc^'-difficuUy  and 
cmbarraflmcnt*^  aitd  nqiivithiwding  all  tkaaijvaat'ge^  ^le  French 
hive  gained  during  the  «Darfe  of  the  prefcnt  yc^ftt;  cotwitlifianding 
all  the  dedu5^ions  that  had  been  ifiade,'  a»Tignats>cre  ouiyec^al  to  . 
one-fixteenth  part  of^lheir  4?itner  value.     TTiis'^'^s  confelVod  by 
every  man  who  had  ^iffthtn  to  France  i — it  was  cortfctred  by  every 
mm  who  had  fpi)kcn  iif  FrAiec  ;-^ijt  w A- admitted  i^y  every  man 
xvho  thoughrin  Eun)pel#  "^  At  pirefeAt  they1iad>iflFgnats  ip  circula- 
tion to  the  incredible  am<wnt  of  7  aoSnitlions  fterling.     'Die  num- 
Lcr  of  aflignats  wasitill  increafii^ ;  fo  that  the  rcneated  inercafc  of 
new  ifliics  wi^  to  bemadded  to  that  imnftenfe  fum.  The  enemy  had 
therefore  to  face  another  campaign  under  ifKcfe  cir^'umftan'ccs  ;  an 
cx;)crimcnr,  faid  Mr.  Pitt^  Mhich  in  my  confcienec  I  believe  too 
dvfj.^rate  for  even  titj  reign  of  tcrror^^iuch  more  for  the  laflitude 
7^A  wtnknefs  which  now  jx-rvade  their  JSTtem— But  I  am  told  that 
tliis  is  nothing.    J  do  itOt  pretend  to  fay  th^t  they  have  gained  no 
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advantages-—!  do  not  deny  that  it  is  aft)  advantagc'to  them  that  they 

ace  no  longer  obliged  to  watch  the  ^quivogal  ct)nda6l  of  the  King  of 
Pruflia ;  and  ih^t^  jn  confequenoe  of  having  npade  p6acc  with  Spaia 

add  the  Stacs  of  Geripapy,  they  have  b«cn  enabled  to  withdraw 
their  forces  fronithe  Pyrenees,  "3^4tocontra«5l  thc^line  of  their  ope- 
ration.    But  confiderthe  ama%ing^  defalcation  in  that  which  confti- 
tut^s  t^e  linews  of  war,^and  w;phout  wh|(h  ijrmics  cannot  be  main- 
tainedi  and  fey  whether  that  which  is  taken  frAn  fhtir  r^fources, 
is  not  much  more  than  tantamoum  to  that  whfchis  taken  from  the 
force  with  which  they  hav^c^contend  ?  T|lis  depreclatidh  i»  (b  fc- 
vcfcly  felt,  tiiat  It  ^has^bepn  rapeatedly  admll^cd,  that  if  any  mcstns 
can  be  found  to  employ  refourc^  l|||rs  waQeful  or  dnq^er^us,   they 
ought  to  be  Inilantly  nifepled,^  ,4his  |||t^ple -has^^^fi  recognifed 
by  cvdry  financier  or  ftatefraan.     Even  at  the  period  when  the  de'- 

.  prcciation  was  only  one  half,  ^t  was  declared,  that  UDjetsj  fdWie  im- 
mediate'remedy  was  agplied,  they  Mfould  lofc  the  means  ©f  main- 
taining their  armies.  Mor^^th^h^c  fince  elapfed,  and  no  fubftitute 
has  been  employed.^.  ^Rcfourccs  thus  drained  to  their  utmo#  pilch, 
and  incapable  of  anvrenovnHpn^  muft  have  in  thcmfelvjs  ^fkc  feeds 
of  decay,  and  the  caufe  pf  inevitable  diflblution.    . 

As  it  might  b^  alked,  what  they  had  been  able  to  prqpofe  as  a 
remedy,  I  wifh  tbaf  cvgc^  g^ntlcmaa  ii^b  the  Houfe  liad  an  op- 
portunity of  p^rpfnjg  a  plan  publilhed,  thr(^c  montj^  i|go,  by  a 
peribn  of  no  inconMetablei»abiiities,  M.  Montefqaieu*  Aocording 
to  hiin  there  wer^thj^Cfn«miUiards  of  affigviat*  In  circulation,  which 

,  were  five  ipilliards  Ie&  th^nfhe  Conv|i)tio|)^a4.finceack9oviledged. 
That  made  a  differeocp  of  no  left  than^wp  hundred  millions  f^cr- 
ling.  That  gentleman  propofed  two^tl\ings ;  firfl,  to  take  out  of 
circulation  an  imrngjife  p^rt.of  thofe  afllgiuj^  and#o  give  a  folid 
and  ad^uate  pledge,Vo  the  public,  in  order  to#le{|Bre  thofe  that  re- 
mained in*  circqlation  being  at  par »  That  qircumAance  would  en- 
able them  to  carry  on  (he  war  with  vigi^uKW^  Uwciuld  carry  me  too 
far  to  enter  into  a  detail  of  thtS  plan^  hut  e^)k  man  muft  be  fatis- 
fied  of  the  defj^rate  ,il^of  that  couotry>?  from  the  nature  of  the 
remedy.  •   ■  /  \   \  ■* 

Afr.  Chancellor  Pitt  then  read  an  extra£i  from  Montefquieu's 
plan.  They  ptopofed  taking  out  yf 'Circulation  11500  millioi^  sli 
livres,  by.  appropriating  money  which  had  not  yet  been  received  of 
tbofc  who  had  purchafa!  of  the  public  the  cftates  of  the  emigrants, 
and  odier  lands  which  had  been  coniifcated.  In  other  words,  thefe 
aflignats  were  to  be-  difc^argf d  b)L  ba^  debts.^  The  pledge  given 
to  them  was,  that  on  an  average;,  they  ^ere  to  receive  in  land  one 
fifth  part  of  their  value,  and  if  the  rents  Oiouid  opt  be  paid  thciD) 
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thr%'  were  to  rccdvc  intereft  fbr*tficit  paper.     Bat  it  was  obferva!(>le, 
thir  rhjt  paper  was  not  traOsfeVable  from  band  to  hand,  as  was  the 
cfe  with  the  ftfjcks  in  this  country.  .  Such  tfitn  w^  the  ftate  of 
F  ^nce,  where  fuch  a  remedy  ha(i  been  piopoTed,  acufthat  vemedj 
t   xl:h  hour  h^  never  been  appficd;     In  the  laft  days  of  the  Con- 
\srrtim  another  plan  had  been  bvooght  fpr^'ard  by  Vernier,  and 
cnj  which,  it  nwlt  be  cpifdfed,  h  rather  excnu)rd]naTy :  he  recom- 
I.  .tKis  that  the  ^ates  be  broken,  and  tto  nrfore  ailignats  be  ifiued ;  btit 
^n;»t  lather  nu-ans  has  he  founfl  ;*what  js  to  be  done  to  fupply  fkt 
d  vier*^-  of  refjurces"?^— Metallic  pteces  are,  it  feems,  to  b^  ptit 
in  cimjii.ion  ;  but  he  docs  not  ftate  wlhcthcr  dicfo  are  to  be  of  the 
f<>*i  denCMnm^ed  value;  if  not  Jb,  *they  are  only  mctal^c  aflignats 
<A  a  more  aepenfiv^  fahrfc^ioR ;  4And,  if  th'ey  are  intended  .to  be 
or  the  full  value,  where  ^re  they  to  find  the  metal  ?  dicy  muft 
h^vc  fomc  inefources,  in  order  to  prodfce^money.     Of  the  deftcuc" 
tion  of  rhoTe  refources  they  are  fully  feniibfe.     The  enumeration, 
of  rheir  lofles  is  to  be  found  in  their  (Vt^n  reports :  their  trade  with 
tkv.  Obldhios,  and  with  the  Levant,  is  entirely  gone:  their  Manii- 
{acquits  ip  Lyons  and  other  great  cities  have  perilhcd  s  and,  while 
dtus  tbey  have  loft  the  refources  affoncled  by  foreign  commerce  and 
i/ircrnal-induftry,  their  wants  of  every  fort  have  become  extremeiy 
prriTir^,  and  they  are  obliged  to  fup{fly  themfelves  with  the  moft 
common  ngeeiiiries  from  other  countries^     Thos,  wlule  theii"  irh-  ' 
ports  have  increaf^,  their  exports  aA  contra6^cd.     If,  then,  the 
evil  is  arrived  to  fo  ^Wrotng  an  extent,  while  if  has  been  confeiTed 
'by  themiclvfs  they  have  bceivtBIe  to  jpint  dut  no  remedy,  am  I 
too  (anguine  in  faying,^'that  feelirig  tj^e  deep  inti^-eft  which  y/t  have 
at  ftake,  and  the  ftnmg  anc^  (ilid'  inducebndits  to  peffevcrance,  we 
uug^t  to  coifKnte  oui^4ferts  till  we  (hall  lifin^  them  to  a  ftate  of 
reaibn,  if  it  is  not  itfr^y  approaching  ?     And.  this  we  ou^t  to  do, 
not  by  committing  omfelves  b/  any  premature  doclaratbh,  or  coo- 
fining  our  objeet  t&  one  i^iblt^of  things,  but  by  not  being  wanting 
toourfelves,  int^in^l&^m^ns  that  may  prefent  thectifelves,  to 
I  rational  cround  of  fecurtn^.**  **I  ^m  furprifct  that  the  right  honour- 
able gentleman,  in  nis  eagcrnels  to  afcribe  every  (bccefe  to  France, 
entirely  overlot)ks  the.  reverie.      I  do  not  deny  their  croflTing  the 
Rhine  to  have  been  »fuccefs  df  the  utmoft  importance,  if  not  op- 
]x>minely  checked,  as  by  this  time  we  have  reafon  to  h»pe  has  been 
the  cafe.     I  admit  too  ^hat  fuccefs  of  which  they  were  enabled  to 
make  b  cruel  a  ufe,  with  re^6t  to  the  unfortunate  emigrants,  ^hofe 
&te  I  moft  (incercly  deplore,  and  who  ionfiilcred  themfelves  as  fa- 
crificing  every  thifig  for  their  lawful  i^vereign.     But  it  is  matter^of 
^ueftioa  how  hs  thefe  idvintages  compenfate  for  the  fevere  prefluro 
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under  which  thcv  new  labour.  :  Tha  diminution  which  has  alrcndv 
maiiifefted  itfelf  in  their  efforts,  is  ^|>rocf  of  wliat  muft  be  fpecdily 
^  the  cafe  wi^i   refjpeft  to  U^.e  machinery  uptm  which  the  whole  of 
their  fyflem  depends.     The  dcfperatc  mc^ns  to  wliich  they  have 
been  obliged  to  rcfort,  in  order  to  fupport  rhcir  civil  admiiliftration 
and  military  cftabliihment,  dcmanftrate  how  nearly  their  Tcfouii\=i 
arc  drawing  to  a  clpfc.  •    This  will  appcaibobvious  if  wc  conliHcr, 
.that  their  civil  adminiftfation  amounts  tqi  a  greater  nun^ber  than  the 
l^eft  army^  jmd  that  tothcfe,  in  adijition  to  !hinr  falarics,   they 
fa9ve«baen  oUigedto  furnifli  fiibfiftence  in  kirt^;  and  that  tlVcv  have 
b^cn  compelled  to  add  ^  fupplementary  pay  x6  the  foldiers,  equal  to 
the  feventh  part  in  money  of  what  4^y  were  before  paid  in  afllgnats. 
How  fai;^  fuch  incafurcs  aVe  likely  «»  be  fclkftftlory,  ^wc  may  judge 
by  a  rcTOonftrancc  frcm  the  ofEaers,  ftat^ng,  that  in  confcqucncc  of 
receiving  this  feventh  in  monfy,  the  foldiers  were  richer  ;than  thcm- 
feivcs.  •  Thi*  argumont  I  oppofc  to  all  acquifitions  and  victories, 
as  I  conceive  the  internal  fitiiatfcn  of  a  country  to  be  of  more  cf>n- 
fequeiice»in  a  corttcft,  fuch  as  that  in  which  we  are  engaged/  than 
any  exterior  ©dvantagc.     ThiJ»,  in  one  refpeft,,  I  have  Qaewn  rur 
profp^ds  to  be  improved  ;   1  now  affcrt  that  the  French  perceive  a 
ftronger  ncceffity  for  peace,  and  that  from  th^t  circumftancc  there 
arifes  a  greater  fccurity-for^its  peimanence.      I  cannot  ftate  this 
"wfthout  differing  fi^jm  thej^ight  honourable  gentleman,  irfio  affe<5^ed 
t6  treat  the  profpcft  ot  their  J>rfefcnt  fituaticn  as  ;jffording  ifi  gi  cater 
^xurity  for  peace  tlian  ihight  havij  beea  had  .^  any  former  period. 
It  ought  to  be  recolle(9ed,  'tiiat  I  »r|l  nofvfpeaking  fo  hear  the  pe- 
riod of  anew  Cooftitution — j*h|it,  »it  mayl^ecfkcd,  led  to  that 
Conilifution  r    •  Not  only  wearin«fs  oT  ^he  revolutionary  fyftem,  by 
which  they  have  been  tJpprelfed,  but  detcflfcjttn,  ablwrrcnce,  and 
execration  oft  that.  Cohftitution  fo  ofrcn  htld^Bp  in  this  Houfe  as  . 
rooted  in  the  affedions  of  the  people.  ^ 

We  ou^t  to  recoileft  that  this  new  tc^nftittirton  was  ufliered  in 
with  an  inve<3iv(^  againft  all  former  periods*  of  the  Revolution, 
with  a  philofophioal  infreftigation  qf  tlic  caufts  which  had  produced 
fuch  a  fucceflion  of  evil,  ftrongly  tc probating. thg  idea  of  building  "p 
conftitutions  .from  the  ground,  folcmnly  recounting  thofe  errors 
into  which  they  had  been  led,  from' 'the  prevalence  of  chimerical 
notions,  aniiaikiiig  pardon  of  God^nd  man  for  the  crimes  flidy 
had  committed} .  under  the  impulw^  of  blind  enthufiafm^  They 
now  annoonced  their  intention  to  be  no  longer  led  adray  by  thccr)% 
but  to  refort  to  practicable  principles  and  the  Icffons  of  experience, 
renouncing  for  ever  tht  wild  fcheme  of  furmirfg  abftn6V  fyften.s, 
not  only  for  France,  hpt  for  the  whole  of.  tilrope.     Tliis  furdy 
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was  fomcthing.      But  ^rc  they  yet  in  a  ftatc  with  rcfpe«£l  to  which 

wc  have  fijch  means  of  fatisfaftory  infijrmation,  that  we  ought  in 

thj  prcfcnr  monncnt  to  comcto  any  declaration  f      You  need  oolf . 

hi  be  reminded,  that  the  day  before  yeftcrday,  tinlefs  it  was  poft- 

purwd,  was  fixed  as  the  day  on  \vhich  fheir  new  conftiturion  was 

: J  be  put  in  activity,  on  which  the  power  of  tlic  Convention  was 

t^  expire,  and  a  new  fet  of  men  to  come  into  the  Legillaturc.      In 

a  k\v  ddys  we  (hall  know  what  cqpftitution  has  been  adopted,  aod 

wiuc  men  arc  \n  power-'     You  will  judge,  then,  whether -at  foch 

Ti  period  it  becomes  us  as  {hi|efmen  to  announce  our  o>\'n  weakneTs  • 

li r.d  inability  to  continue  the  contefl",'  and  to  declare  fur  readinrfs 

iinnicJiately  to  negociace;  without  fo  much  as  knowing  who  ace  to, 

receive  the  declaration  r^    So  aWurd,  fo  prcpoftcrous  a  fuppofition 

I  could  iK%'cr  have  bnjic^ed  to  Ifavc  been  made  if  it -had  not  been 

r.  tiially  brought  forward, '   The  rfght  honourable  gentleman  fays, 

tlur  aatil  Miniltcrs  come  to  fuch  a  dedaration  he  will  not  believe 

ti.oi  to  be  finccre  in  their  wi  flics  for*peace.      For  ray  own  parti- 

V  ill  fubmit  to  any  imputation,  however  harfh  ;  to  any  opinion, 

i/.wcvcr  fevcre,  rather  than  confent,  by  fuch  a  nicafure,  to  betray 

t^»:  interests  and  ftcrifice  the  honour  and  dfgnify-  of  the  country. 

[^Mr.  Clmnccllor  Pirt  here  charged  Mr.  Fox  with  not  having  ac- 

wvatdy  quoted  the  words  of  His  Majcily's  Speech  it  the  opening 

0*  ku  ieiTion ;  and  denied  that  there  was  any  equivocatFon  or  cva- 

fm  in  Ui?  Speech  which  had  been  juft  fcad.J    Miniiiers  bjAi  been 

g  jlif)'  of  no  7[A  of  refer vation  ;  they  had  Jiccn  congest  in  the 

w.*:ule  of  ihcir   conduct   and'  declarations..     Was  it  poffible  f(^ 

tlicm  toftirirfcc  the  events  whfch  have  taken  place  fince  laft  feiTiqg? 

I  have  no  Iv.utation  to  declare,  binder  what  circumftances  I  would 

think  it  advifc.ible  for  this  conntry  to  treat  with  France*    Wj^cthcr 

r'  :  new  con^itutioo  i^ay  liave  been  put  in  activity,  or  may  have 

I  -en  poftponcd,  W4:  ar<'yet  ignorant":   but  when  oacc  that  conftitu- 

iM  has  been  put  in  aclivity,  with  fuch  acquiefaencc  of  the  people 

to  (hall  enable  the  Lcgiflature  to  fpeak  as  the  reprefentatives  of  the 

French  n^ition,  we  .ptig,ht  then  to  be  ready  tOrnegociatc,  without 

wy  obje<3ion  to  the  lorxn  or  nature  of  the  government.    .  Then 

will  be  the  time  todiivufs  tlie  tqrms  upon  which  peace  ought  to  be 

CvWcluJed  ;  whether  they  arc  fuch  as  we  can  honourably  accept,  or 

a>  will  adbrd  a  reafonablc  pjolucct  of  fccurity.     But.  if,  by   any 

prtmaturc  dcelaratiop.  of  wcftknefs — if,  by  any  want  of  fortitude 

to  bear  our  own  fufferings,  overlooking  the  tcn-fol4  preffurC  under 

^vhich  the  enemy  labours,  wc  1tcx>p  to  the  iKimiliation  \vhich  I  now 

deprecate,  it  will,  in  my  mind,  be  the  nv;i1  fatal  event  which  can 

puBlbly  hjppen  to  the  country. '    If,   I  fay,  you  fubmit  to  any  fuch 
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humiliation^  you  muft  look  to  a  much  lefs  fatisfaftory  ifluc  of  the 
cont^ft  than  I  firmly  cxpe<9:,  or  than  we  might  have  obtained  at 
different  periods,  or  before  other  povrcrs  were  wanting  to  themfelves 
in  (hrinVing  from   the  comm6n  caufi;.     I  (hall  ever  lament  if, 
uniting  in  a*  combination  againft  a  confpiracy  hoftile  t6  -civiliied 
Europe,  if  arming  in  the  caufe  of  exiled  orders,  of  degradeti  re- 
ligion, of  infultcd  humarlitjr,'"  ^e  (hall  thus  tamely  abandon  the 
cohfeft.      If  we  are  true  to  ourfelves,  much  may  yet  be  accom- 
piifhed*-  ■  It  will,  at  leaft,  be  faid,  that  if  any  pdwcr  (iaod  in  the 
breach,  favcd  the  reft  of  Europe,  and  gave  time  to  thofc  principles, 
which  thresiilricd  univerfal  ruin,  to  fpcni  their  fury,  it   was  a 
<?ountry 'enjoying  a  mild  and  free  governmenr,'  fupported  during  the 
conteft  on  the  bafis  of  public  credit  and  individual  induftry.      We 
(hall  fee  FVance  reduced  W^  wreck,  whi^e  tftrt  credit  and  induftry 
ftecr  this  country  to  the  port  of  tranquillity  and  fafety.     The  right 
honourable  gentleman  fays,  that  we  have  forfeited  our  pledge,  when 
we  laft  year  declared  our  readinefs  to  treat  with  a  ^vernment  in 
France  capabid  of  maintaining.^he  accuftomed  relations  of  peace 
and  amity.     He  adduces  the  cohduft  which  they  have  obferved  in 
their  neutrality  to  ^^lerica,  Denmark,  and  Sweden,  as  inftances 
that  they  are  crfpablWf  maintaining  thofc  relations  :  that  argument, 
I  muft  remarkf  would  have  equally  well  applied  in  any  year  of  the 
war,  and  was  cxprcfsly  anfwercd  laft  year,  when  the  declaration 
Was  %ttte.     I  a(k,  whether  they  did  not  obfcrve  their  neutrality  in 
/AmcriciiJ  by  endeavowrlng  to  excite  a  confpiracy  in  its  b^m,  in 
«ider  to  overturn  the  government  ?    And,  whether  they  were  not 
^guilty  of  other  ip(tance6  of  a  notorious  breach  of  faith  to  Denmark 
and  Sweden,  though  thejj^powers  did  not  think  prudent  to  rcfcnt 

•  it  ?  The  cafe  of  the  King  of  PruflTia  was  fiilly  argued  laft  feftion. 

It  is  noCfurprizing,  tliat  in  their  exhauft^  (ituatioi^  they  (hould 
"  lave  been  dllptifed  to  avail  themfelves  of  the>bppartunity  which 
peace  with  that  mdharch  afforded  them  to  contraft  the  fcale  of  their 
operations,  »nd  that,  with  refpeS  to  him,  they  (hould  have  prac- 
tifed  a  forbearance  fo  e(rential  to  their  intercfts*  Another  circum- 
flanco  has  been  exifttingly  brought  forward,  that  of  the  Elcftor  of 

•  Hanol^er  having  figned  a  treaty  with  France,  ♦^et  us  fuppofe  the 
Eledor  of  Hanover  to  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  King  of  Eng- 
land, and  then  confidcr  whether  the  government  of  a  country,  def- 
titutc  of  population  and  refuurces,  fufficicnt  to  enable  them  to  rcfift 
an  over'wheftnif^i  and  i^|pctuous  enJhiy  clofc  upon  their  frondcrs, 
and  menacing  their  immediate  exiftcnce,  were  not,  from  every  mo- 
tive, bound  to  prefer  even  an  infecurc  peace  to  a  more  prclfing  dan- 
ger.    But  is  this  example  to  apply  to  a  country  in  circumftances 
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entirely  difletait,  not  only  net  threatened  by  jany  ptjpfluig  daHgef^ 
but  poffdTing  rcfourccs  to  nnake  a  {^and'agaSnd  the  utmoft  power  of 
die  enemy,  perhaps,  even  to  weary  out  thetr  efforts,  ^nd  exhauft 
their  means  of  hoftility.      ftat  it  would  fccm  as  if  the  intention 
were  to  confound  the  facred  and  auguft  perfonage*  who  fills  the 
throne  of  this  country  with   the  i^bet^or  of  Hanover..    If  fuch. 
really  be  the  intention,  let  me  obferve,  that  the  niles  and  fonfts 
of  this  Houfe  require  that  no  notice  (hall  be  taken  of  that  lllyf^rious 
perfonage  except  through  his  Minifters,  and  the  farae  thing  ought 
to  prevsul  with  refpe<£l  to  foreign  Princes  ;  becaufe  ti^l  Ele<Jlor  o( 
Hanover  went  to  war  on  grounds,  in  which  this  country  hid  no 
concern,  would  tfiat  be  deemed  any  reafon  why  we  ought  fo  imitate 
the  example  ?    All  fuch  reafontng  mui}^  partial  and  fallacious  f 
an-I  were  it  to  be  brought  forward  on  another  occafiort,  the  gentle- 
men on  the  other  fide  would  be  the  firft  to  remonftrate  ag^inft  it. 
I  again  repeat,  that  we  ought  hot  to  choofe  the  moments  of  the 
expiring  govcmiTient  of  France,  in  order  to  make  fuch  a  declara- 
tion as  is  now  propofed.     If  the  ncwronftltution  be  accepted,  there 
can  be  then  no  objection  t3  treat,  if  the  ^erms  (hall  be  fuch  as  are 
confiftcnt  with  die  honour  and  intercAs  of  this  country.      It  is  * 
liTged  that  the  French  laft  year,  (hewed  a  difpofition  for  peace* 
That  thqr  did  (hew  a  difpofition  for  peace  with  other  countries,  is 
certain,  but  it  was  only  to  profecut^  their  views  of  enmity  |g4nft 
England  with  more  vigour  and  effefl.     Their  means  ^wergdimU  ■ 
nilhcd,  hot  their  fury  had  not  fubfided.     This  year  they  dtfcovci;^ 
a  very  different  temper ;  every  word  arid  every  groap  they  tttte^ 
brcadies  only  peace,  and  a  general  peace.     They  are  fenfiblc  that 
pace  alone  can  rcftore  to  them  the  wrec^  and  remnant  of  their 
power.    The  only  way  to  judge  of  a  government  is  to  judge  of  it 
fully  and  fairfy  in  all  it^  bearings :  how  far  the  na^re  of  that  go^ 
vemment  may  aflTeftlhe  internal  circumftances  oC^at  dbuntrj^  mud 
k  left  to  the  declfion  bf  experience  ;  but  it  can  at  onqi^iglancc  be 
perceived,  whether  a  government  avows  the  dodlrine  of  hoftility  to  . 
ail  others,  or  whether  it  Is  of  the  niiure  of  a  military  democracy,— 
the  moft  re(tlefs  in  it^lf,  and  the  moft  dangerous  to  Its  neighbowre; . 
its  chara(5cr  in  thcfe  refpects,  may  be  judged  of  from  (he  materials 
of  which  it  is  compofcd,  and  the  temper  with  which  it  is  embraced,  . 
Ifit  is  reforted  to  by  a  people  tired  with  a  repetition  of  fuffcrings, 
anJ  ftrongty  imprelTed  with  th«»^  nece(iity  of  peace,  Q'^n-thoiiglf  it 
is  Arftincd  to  undcrgp  a  long  fucc^flion  of  changes,  it  will  afibrd 
^^^  fccurity  few  negociation,  becaufe  it   is  accompanied  with  a 
gwtcr  fcnfc  of  wcaknefs,,  and  a  more  ardem  wilh  of  repofe.     The 
^  honourable  gentleman  went  into  a  declamation  on  the  ^bjcd 
Vol.  XLIIL  -    /I  •         *     ^    '  ' 
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of  w^rs  againft  opinions,  he  compared  them  to  the  fyftem  adopted 

by  inquifiticiis.     If  he  meant  vrairs  againft  opinionsy  refting  in  the 

confcience  of  the  individual,  and  prpdyeing  no  eflPeSs  on  focicty^ 

be  migbt  have  fpared  himfelf  the  labour,  fuch  wars  hive  not 'for 

many  years  founJ*  any  advocate  in  this  Houfe  ;  but  what  will  he 

fflf>  if  fhc  opinions  againft^which  wh  contend  are  thofc  of  the  ihqui- 

fition— 7thofc  of  men  fceking  to  eftablifti  what  they  deem  the  only 

.     lawful  government  by  fire  and  fword  ? — Will  he  not  admit  that  iwre 

lirive  armedjuftly,  to  refift  the  proceedings  of  fuch  an  inquifition, 

and  that,  by  exhaufting  their  force,  and  fubcluihg  the  malignity  oi 

'  their  opinions,  we  have  rendered  to  (bciety  an  effential  fervicc  ? 

.There  ^re  niany  other  awQts  to  which  I  ought  to  advert,  were  the 

"hour  not  fo  late,  or  m^ftrength  lefs  exhaurted.     I  contend,  that 

we  have  already  gone  as  far  in  explaining  ths  terms  on  which  we 

are  ready  to  negociute,  as  it  is  jxjflible   for  us  to  go,  confiftcnt 

with  found  policy  or  national  honour.     There  is  another  queftion, 

of  which  the  pra<f\ical  dcciiiqfi  may  be  difficult,  but  too  interefting 

to  be  omitted,  the  high  price  of  grain.      I  agree  with  the  right 

^   honourable  gentlg^n,  that  there  is  no  point  more  difficult  to  be 

*         rendered  a  fubjedl  of  legidative  regulation,  and,  at  the  fame  time, 

none  *which  ought  to  be  more  fpeedily  inveftigated.     It  has  been 

faLl,  that  Minil^ers  made*  light  of  this  calami^,  when  it  was  \a(i 

^      ycai^prcfented  to  their  notice. 

One  cfrcumftancc  it  was  impoflible  for  them  to  fortfK,  that  in 
confequence  of  tfte  feafon,  the  harveft  would  be  delayed  a  month 
,.*'       later  than  n^ht  have  been  expcfled.     The  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman fpeaks  of  this|As  a  feVere  charge  againft  Minifters.      Docs 
.  h^  rupp'>re  th^t  we  could  have  remedied  the  evil,  by  preniaturely 
withdrawing  from  the  w^r?     When  gcajlemen  tal]|of  thjC  quantity 
^  of  grain  comfunjfd  by  military  operations,  I  wifli  they  would  firft  af-- 
.  certain  what  quantity  really  was  confumed,  what  number  of  troops, 
who  would  otherwifc  have  been  fed  at  home,  were  maintained  hjj 
foreign  grain  ;  and  what  were  the  fuppliesi  derived  from  the  veffcl 
that  were  detained — thefe  are  points  pn  which  they  ought  to 
well  fatisficd,    if  they  have  any  regard  for  the  tranquillity  of  t 
country,  and  for  that  good  undeU^nding,  which  ought  to  prev 
between  the  rich  and  the  poor  ;  and  if  they  are  not  adtuatcd  by  t 
ientiments  a-kin  to  thofe  which ^havc  been  fo  clamoroufly  avovici 
without  doors,    an4  which  ought  never  to  be  heard  within  thefi 
.  walls.     I  fuppofe  one  honourable  gentleman,*  (Mr.  Sheridan)  for 
.   got  he  was  in  this  Houfe,  vhen  alluding  to  theeflfcd  which  h'a^ 
w  been  mentioned  by  an  honourable  friend  of  mine,  as  likely  to  rcful 
in  Francai  from  ditf  diftrefs  q£  th^  country  ;  he  faid,  that  our  prof 
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jeSt  was,  indeed,  improved,,  if  the  diftrds  of  this  country  mould 
tend  to  produce  z  better  Government.  "I  leave  him  in  poffefliori 
of  that  moderate«  wife,  and  humane  fentim^nt.  I  am  confident 
that  It  is  the  firft  wifli,  as  it  is  the  moft  indifpenfable  duty  of  His 
Majcfly's  Miniilers,  to  ufe  every  means  in  their  power  for  reducing 
the  lugji  price  of  grain,  and  for  re^^ng  the  fituation  of  the  poor 
more  comfortable.  Under  this  impreftion  I  (hall  conclude  with  ti~ 
comoKnding  to  the  Houfe  to  take  the  fubjedl  under  their  Jcrious 
and  immediate  con(idcration,.Jn  order  to  get  an  accurate  knowledge 
of  the  ftate  of  the  country,  and  fee  if  any  meafures  canrpoffibly  be 
adopted  to  relieve  the  heavy  prcflure  under  which  His  Majefty's 
fiibjcfls  at  prefent  labour,  and  to  provcnt  the  renewal  of  iimihr  eih- 
banafliaQents  in  future.  7..  ^  -^    ' 

Mr.  FOX,   in  explanation,  aflced  whether  it  were  pofTible  that 
any  perfon  in  that  Houfe,  except  the  right  honourable  gentleman, 
a»uld  fo  far  miilake  or  mifconftrue  his  fentiments,  as  to  fuppofe  that 
he  oould  wifh  an  infurre<?lion  in  this  country  ?     He  believed  not. 
He  adverted  to  the  quotation  from  tfie  Speech,  which  he  had  been 
eoigcd  with  ftatlng  inaccurately,  whether  the  v'ords  were,  "  that 
aflaiis  have  led  to  a  crifis,"  or  were  verging  «o  a  crlfis,  appeared  * 
neariy  paramount.     As  to  the  capability  of  the  French  to  maintain 
peace  and  amity,  he  had  borrowed  his  expreffion  from  the  Journals 
of  that  Houfe,    wHere  it  feemed  a  government  was  always  dqp ti|ed 
admxfliblc  for  treaty  or  negociatiori,  wheh  it  had  been  found  to  hav'b     t 
maintained  peace  and  amity  with  foreign  nations*     All  this  applied   « 
to  the  Elcftor  of  Hanover ;  for,  if  it  was  a  general  pppofition,  it      ^ 
related  as  miich  to  him  as  to  the  King  of  Great  Brftain.     As  to       t 
yihii  he  had  obfeirved;  diat  the  deprcciatioif^f  anfignats  was  an  old 
r^jry,  he  meant  that  do  fair  argument  could  be  deduced  firom  that 
drcumfiancc,  the  abfolute  dcftruflion  of  the  French,  affairs,   con- 
trary not  only  to  experience  in  America,  but  aven  Is  far^s  It 
e' ^,  to  what  has  hitherto  been  foimd  to  be  thb^cafe  in  France ;  irt- 
a^n^uch  as  the  French  armies  have  never  yet  relaxed  their  exertions,        « 
r»<iwithilanding  the  ainaxing  depreciation  of  the*  paper  currency. 
Nciffier  had  the  emigrants  in  Quiberon  Bay,  nor  the  Auftriana  in 
Germany,  been  able  tofucceed  againft  them  ;  nor  would  they  have 
been  much  happer  even  thouglrthey  had  been  told  that  Mr.  Pitt, 
th:  Chanoellor  of  the  Exchequer  in  England,  dedared  the  French 
iiad  no  army,    becaufe  they  had^no  mon^  to  fypport  it.  ■  As'  tlft 
ri^iu  honourable  gentleman  had  not  faid  muchXi{!C)n  thc'arndidmcnt, 
h:  hoped  it  was  unexceptionable  in  its  (trucfture. '  ' 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  explained,  that  the  ri^t  honourable  gcntl?-' 
man,  t^  quibblipg  on  the  word  Gdvernnlent;  in  a  tommcq^  oh 
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one  of  his  paiTages,  had  implied  thai  he  was  dcfirous  to  adopt  a  new 
Conftitution.  .  He  knew  not  upon  wYtaX  principle  it  was  that  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  imagined  the  exiitence  of  his  admini- 
Aration^  and  the  exiftencc  of  the  Conftlrution,  to  h^  the  {aire 
thing.  Mr.  Sheridan  entertained  fuch  oppoHte  ideas,  that  he  loDkcd 
i|p)n  the  total  annihilation  of^e  right  honourable  gentleman's  au- 
thority to  be.  the  happieft  thing  that  could  poflibly  happen  to  the 
ConftitQtion  of  this  country, 

A  me(T:^e  was  rcceited  from  the  Lords,  by  Mr.  Hoi  ford  and 
Mr.  SiTiich  \  that  the  Lords  do  dcFire  a  prcfcnt  conference  with  this 
•JJbufc*.  in  the  Painted  Chamber.    * 

And  then  the  meffc^grs  withdrew. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  inwPncd  the  Houfc,  that  this  meflap^  was  in- 
formal aud  irregular,  as  it  had  always  been  the  lifual  pradjice  of  ci« 
ther  Houfe  of  Parli^imcnt^  when  it  re(|ucfted  a  conference  with  the 
other  Houfe,  to  ftatc  upon  what  fubjcd  the  conference  was  rcqucftcd. 

Mr,  Chancellor  PITT  mpved,  that  their  Lordfbips  be  dtfircd 
to  communicate  the  fame. 
»  Mr.  FOX  thoJlght  it.  very  extraordinarj',  when  forms  were  fo 
*^  tenacioufly  adhered  to  in  fo  mnny  inftanccs,  that  they  (houldbe  ne- 
gledled  in  this,  and  wi(hed  particularly,  fhat  at  fuch  a  time,  and  in 
fqch  circumftanccs,  fome  mcafure  would  he  adppted  to  fhew  their 
conftitucnts,  that  their  rcprefcnraiives  had  neither  lofl'thc?r  dignity 
nor  independence. 

Mr.  SPEAKttJ-  acquainted  the  Houfe,  that  many  ipftpnccs  oc-  1 
curred  uponthejpufnalsoffimilar  incidents,  one  of  which  happened! 
in  the  fcfiion  of  16411  when  upon  the  remonftmncc  of  the  Com -J 
xnons,  the  Peers  ftated  in  their  fccond  meffage*  that  a  prefent  con- 
ference was  rcqucftcd,  and  this  was  judged  admifl'i^le.     The  other 
happened  on  thp  2 2d  of  March,   1678,  when  the  remonflrance  o 
the  Commons  was^couched  in  ftrongcr  language. 

The  Houfe  was  moved,  "  That  the  entries  in  the  Journal  of  the 
Houfe,  of  the  2  2d  day  of  March,   1 6  7  8,  of  the  meffage  from  thej 
.I^ords,  defiring  a  prefent  conference  with  this  Houfc,  in  the  Painted 
Chamber ;  together  with  the  proceedings  of  the  Houfe  thereupon, 
might  be  read.".  . 

And  the  fame  being  read  accordingly  ; 
ih  Hefolved,  That  a  meffage  be  fent  to 'the  Lords,  to  acquaint, 
them,  thati .  the  Hciifc  havirjjj  received  a  meffage  from  their  Lord- 
(hips,* whereby  ihcy  defired  a  prefent  conference  with  this  Hoiife^ 
in  the  Painted  Chamber,  it  is  not  agreeable  to  the  ufage  and  pro- 
ceedings  of^arli^mcnt,  for  either  Houfe  to  fend  for  a  conference» 
unthout  Gftptvflinjj;  the  (libjed^ma^er  of  ^MX,  conftrence* 
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And  the  irrflengcrs  were  again  calMI  m  ;  and  Mr.  Spca]^cr  -ac- 
qQaim<:d  them  therewith. 

And  theh  the  nncflengcrs  again  withdrew. 
Mr..WILEi:RFORCEfaid.   that  he  entirely  agreed  wjth  his 
right  honourable  friend  Mr.  Pitt,    in  his  ideas  rcfpefling  peace; 
in  the  prefcnt  infiance  he  gr^ve  1^5  cordial  fupport  to  die  addrefs, 
and  (hi/ald  on  feme  f\iti:rc  ocrafion  ftatc  his  reafons.  ^ 

The  Houfc  then  divided,  and  the  numbers  .were: 
Tor  the  addrefs,  140;  For  the  amendment^  59.'  Majoritj',  81. 
On  our  return  into  the  gallery,  we  found  Mr.  Foj  juftifyinghis 
former  cxpreffions  rcfpc6Ving  the  French  revoltKion,  and  which, 
in  the  courfe  of  the  debate,  had  been  imputed  to  him  as  applicable 
to  a  reform  in  the  Conflitution  of  this^untry.  He  faid,  Aat  he 
had  aiTcrtcdj  at  the  time  of  the  French  revolution,  that  the  fubver- 
fion  cf  the  monarchy  in  the  Bourbon  family  of  France,  was  an 
event  favourable  to  the  liborty  of  Europe,  and  that  the  fall  of  that  ' 
family  would  be  looked  on  by  poftcrity  ^nth  admiration,  becaufe 
with  it  fell  the  reign  of  dcfpotifmi  ^ 

But  at  XKi  one  time  had  he  given  an  unqualified  opinion  of  the 
pvcmmcnts  M-hich  fuccecdcd  that  event,  miieh  lefs  would  he  (bad 
fledged  to  give  the  Icaft  countenance  to  the  fcenes  of  blood  and   • 
croelry  which   had  been  the  alrtlofl  infeparable  attendants  on  the 
varied  and  fucceflive  governments  that  followed  one  another^    He 
formed  his  opinion  of  Government  by  the  teft  of  prafllcc,  and 
not  by  theory  and  on  paper.     He  difclaimed  experiments  and  in- 
novations, and  he  did  not  know  on  what  piinciple  innovation 
could  be  imputed  to  him.     He  had,  it  is  true,  fupj'orted  the  pro-  . 
jcfls  of  a  right  honourable  gentleman,  (Mr.  Pitt)  as  to  a  reform  in 
Parliament^  becaufe  he  believed  fhofe  projedls  to  be  gpod  ;  and  if    , 
the  inrmuations  went  to  this  point/  he  readily  acknowledged  them 
to  be  juft.     On  no  other  account  could  fuch  infinuations  t>e  jufti- 
iied  ;  and  if  they  went  to  any  other  objcd  of  hi^^  opinions  or  prac- 
tice, he  did  not  comprehend  them.    >He  loved  the  Conftitution  of ' 
this  country,  becaufe  in  pradice  be  found  it  to  be  good,  and  this, 
with  hi.n,  was  the  only  criterion  of  a  good  government.     , 

The  SECRETARY  at  WAR  expreffcd  his  regret  that  the 
exKciiK  heat  of  the  Houfc^nd  his  own  indifpofition,  compelled 
him  to  withdraw,  as  it  was  his  intention  to  unite  with  his  friends 
in  the  divifknvof  this^  night.-  He  would  not  now  go  into  tbt  full 
lengdi  of  reply  that  the  fubjed  demanded,  yet  declared  himfelf 
ready  to  enter  upon  the  minuteft  diieoflion  that  the  unfortunate  ex- 
pedition alluded  to  had  required.  He  would  juft  now  recal  the 
a^rdfioa  of  the  right  honourable  gentlerinan  (Mr.  FoxJ  to  his 
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miniy  in  Tvhich  the  Frendli-oonfiitution  had  been  once  e}(toIIed  as 
a  monurnent  of  wifdom  and  virtUQb  The  calamitieSi  di&rcfs, 
and  miferies  <which  had  overwhelmed  that  fabric  of  wifdom  and 
virtue,  if  they  were  infufficieiit  to  wipe  away  the  right  honourable 
gentleman's  admiration,  his  own  expreflfions  would  moft  Sk6hiMy 
remove  ev«ry  idea  of  veneration  for  fuch  a  fabric.  He  (Mr.  Fox} 
ha^aid  enough  to  fatisfy  his  friends,  and  to  conciliate  his  enemies. 
He  acquicfced,  on  his  part,  in  the  aflertions  of  the  right  honoura- 
ble gentlejnan,  and  would  no  longer  confider  fuch  expreflions  inn- 
putable  to  hinw 

Mr-  FOX,  in  rejply,  remarked,  that  the  right  honourable  Sc- 
cnetary  at  War  had  fallen  into .  the  fame  error  which  Mr.  Burke 
had  done  before,  in  a  puUcation  which  muft  ever  be  read,  and 
whicli  that  gentleman  hamStcrwards  rctrafted. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  moved,  That  a  Committee  he   ap- 
pointed to  draw  up  an  adc^refs,'  to  be  prefented  to  His  MajeAy  \ 
^  And  a  Committee  was  appointed  accordingly^ 

Ordered,  That  His  Majefly's  moft  gracious  Speech  to  both 
Houfes  of  Parliament  be  referred  to  the  laid  Committee. 
^  A  meffage  from  the  Lords,  by  Mr.  Holford  and  Mr.  Smith  ; 
tliat  the  Lords  do  defirc  a  prefent  conference  with  this  Houfe,  in 
d)€  Painted  Chamber,  upon  a  fubje^  materially  affecting  the 
f^rfet^  of  His  Majefty's  perfon,  and  the  honour  and  dignity  of 
Parliament. 

And  then  the  meflcngcrs  withdrew. 
.  Refolvcd,  That  ||^  Houfe  doth  agree  to  a  conference  with  tlic 
Lords,  as  is  deiired  by  their  Lordihips. 

And  the  mcffengcrs  Mwsrc  again- called  in ;  and  Mr.  SPEAKER 
acquainted  tliem  therewith,  :         ,. 

And  then  the  meilengers  again  withdrew* 

Ordered,  That  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  manage  the  faid 
conference.  ^ 

And  a  Committee  was  appointed  accordingly,  xronfifting  of  the 
following  gentlemen  : 

Mr.  Ikindas  The  Mailer  of  the  Rolls 

Lord  Mornington  General  Smith         * 

Hon.  Ch.  Tow.DiJJcnd  S^VVilliam  Youngr 

Mr.  Steele                    -  .    .Lord  ShcfBcld     ^  ^* 

Mr.  Fox  Gcncfal  Fitzpafrtck 

MrtRollc'  /    Mr.  Andrew. St.  John    '            • 

•  And  Mr,  Sheridan. , , 

Then  the  names  of  dicMaiia^rs  vi^erc  Called  over,  and  tbfy 
went  Cb  the  conference.       i     .  '     j.     . 

Anckbcing  wfcturncd,  m  ..    a  wi:  i-  .  >• 
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Mr.  Sccirtary  DI)NDAS  reported^  that  the  Managers  had 
met  die  Lords  at  the  conference,  vhich  was  managed  oh  the 
port  of  the  Lords,  by  the  Lord  Prefident  of  the  Council ;  and  that 
the  contorence  was  to  acquaint  this  Houfe,  that  the  Lords,  having 
been  informed  of  feveral  daring  outrages  offered  to  His  Majcftj^'s 
facrcd  perfoOy  this  day,  in  his  pail|ge  to  and  from  the  Parliamentp 
bad  taken  the  fame  into  confideration,  and,  having  examined  i0lre« 
nl  witnefles  relative  to  the  fame,  had  agreed  to  an  addrefs  to  be 
prcfcnted  to  His  Majefty  thereupon,  to  which  addrefs  the  Lords 
defire  the  concurrence  of  this  Houfe;  and,  that  the  Lords  had 
alfo  communicated  to  the  Managers,  at  the  conference,  the  names 
of  the  feveial  wimcfles  who  had  been  examined. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  obferved,  tKat  biftc  the  Houfe  proceeded 
farther,  it  was  neceflary  to  mention  that  there  were  two  modes  of 
proceeding,  either  of  which  might  be  ^(dopted,  and  which  was 
ncceffary,  before  they  proceeded  farther.  The  firft  was  to  hear 
evidence  at  their  own  bar ;  the  other  was,  the  adopting  of  that  which 
«'as  given  in  at  their  Lordships'  bar. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  moved,  that  the  moft  fpecdy  me- 
thod be  taken,  which  was  the  adopting  of  the  evidence  alreadf 
taken. 

Ordered,  That  a  meffage  b«  fent  to  the  Lords,  to  requcft  of 
their  Lordlhips,  that  they  will  be  pleafed  to  communicate  t3  this 
Houfe  a  copy  of  the  minutes  of  the  ^idence  of  the  feveral  wit- 
neilb  who  were  examined  by  their  Lordftiips^^  and  a  lift  of-  whofo 
names  were  delivered  by  the  Lords  to  the  Commons,  this* day,  at 
^c  conference. 

Ordcrcd,  That  the  Earl  of  MORNINGTON  do  carry  the 
faid  roefiage. 

The  Earl  of  MORNINGTON  reported  to  the  Houfe,  that 
he  had  been  at  the  Lords  with  the  meffage,  but  that  the  Lords  had 
adjourned.  • 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  mentioned  his  Intention  of  making  a 
™>rion  to-morrow,  in  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe,  on  the 
^tc  and  price  of  corn  in  this  country. 

List  of  the  Genti^emsn  who  compofed  the  Minoritv  in  the 
HousB  of  Commons,  on  the  Question  of  Mr,  Fox's 
Amendmekt. 

Antonie,  W.  Lcc,  E(q.  Bonverie,  'Edward,  £A|.  - 

Aubrey,  Sir  John,  Bart,  Burch,  J.  R.  tfq- 

Binng,  SirF.  Byng,  Georpfe,  Efq. 

^ag,  Joha,  ££}•  Church,  J-  B.  £fq. 
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Coke,  H.  W.  Eiq. 
Coke,  Edward,  Efq. 
Courtcnay,  John,  Efq, 
Crcfpigny,  T.  C.  Efq. 
Crewcy  John,  Efo* 
Curwcn,  T-  ^-  Ela. 
Dundas,  Charles,  Efq. 
Eriunc,  Hon.  Thomas 
Fe'^ierilunhaugh,  Sir  H. 
Fitzpatrick,  Right  Hon.  R. 
Fletcher,  Sir  H. 
Francis,  Philip,  Efq. 
Fox,  Right  Fion-.C.  J. 
Folkesy  Sir  M.  B.  Bart. 
Olover,  Richard,  Efq. 
Hare,  James,  Efci. 
Harcourc,  John,  Efq. 
Harrifon,  John,  Efq. 
Honey  wood,  Filincr,  Efq. 
Howard,  Henry,  Efq. 
HuiTcy,  Samuel,  Efq. 
.  ekyl,  Jofeph,  Ef(^. 
/crvoife,  C,  Jcrvoife,  Efq.  "^ 
'.  Ceinpe,  Thomas,  Efq. 
•Long,  Samuel,  Efci. 
Lech  mere,  Edmuna,  Efq. 


JM*Leod,  General       •  , 
MSner,  Sir  William     i 
North,  Dudley,  £fq« 
Pieric,  Heniy,  Efq, 
Plumcr,  WilliaiiH  Efq. 
Powlctr,  W.  Powlctt,  Efq. 
Rawdony  Hon.  John  ' 
Ruflell,  Lord  John 
Rufiell,-  Lord  WilUam       . 
Scudaoiore,  John,  Efq* 
Sheridan,  Right  Hon.  VU  Bw 
Shaw,  Cunliffc,  Efq. 
Smith,  William,  E(q« 
Spcqcer,  Lord  Robert 
St.  John,  Hon.  St.  Andrevr 
Taylor,  Clement,  tfq. 
Tarleton,  General 
Tbompfon,  Thomas,  E{q. 
l*owaflieod,  l4>rd  John 
Wcftcrn,  C.C.Efa. 
Winnington,  Sir'Edward 
Wyndham,  Hfon.  P.  C. 
Wilbrahamy  R.  Efq. 

TELLERS. 


Orej,  Charles,  Efq. 
Whitbread,  Samuel,  juo.  Efq. 

Friday,  30//J  OSloler, 

The  Earl  of  DALKEtTH  brought  up  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee appointed  to  prepate  the  addrefs  upon  His  Majeft's  Speech, 
%vhkch  being  re^d  a^rft  and  fccond  time,  was  agreed  to,  apd  or- 
dered to  be  prefenm  to  His  Majcfty  by  fuch  Members  of  the 
Houfe  as  are  of  his  Majcfty's  mod  Honourable  Privy  Council. 

Lord  MORNINGTON  acquainted  the  Houfe  that  he  had  de- 
li \rered  their  mcfTigc  at  the  bar  of  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  and  that 
he  was  dcfircd  by  their  Lordfhips  to  inform  the  Houfcy  tl>at  their 
Lordihips  will  return  an  anfwcr  by  meflcngers  of  their  own. 

Mr.  J  EKYL  rof(t  to  addrefs  the  Houfe  upon  a  fubjed  which, 
in  his  opinion,  called  for  a  lerious  and  ample  invefiigation.  Par^ 
liamcnt^  he  faid,  was  alTcmbled  ^  a  moment  big  widi  more  im- 
portant conftderations  than  perhaps  any  former  period  had  produced. 
From  the  experience  which  he  had  of  the  Minifter's  condud,  he 
.  wa^  warranted  to  conclude  that  it  "was  not  a  defire  to  fubmit  bis 
.  meafures  to  parliamentary  difcuflion,  or.aflc  the  counfel  of  the  Houfe 
on'  the  emergencies  of  the  occafion,  which  had  induced  him  to  af- 
femble  Parliament  at  fuch  an  early  period  of  the  feafon  ;  but  he 
was  rcluftantly  compelled  to  the  ftep  by  the  exigencies  of  fervfce 
which  called  for  new  fupplics,  in  order  that  he  might  remain  in  his 
prefc At  f:tuation.     But,  &id  Mr.  Jekyl,  I  demand  pf  him,  and  I 
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aft  at  this  Houfe,  if  he  will  prefumc  to  adopt,  or  they  will  fanc- 
d'on,  a  mode  of  raifing  roo^ey,  which  is  equally  novel  in  itfelf, 
and  dangerous  in  its  confequences  ;  a  mode  which,   under  the  old 
and  ruinous  defpotifm  of  France,  was  recurred  to  ps  a  defperate  cx- 
trrmity  by  the  profligate  rulers  of  that  nation  ?     He  hid  fecn  fifti- 
tiojs  notes  in  circulation,  dated  at  Hamburgh,  and  payable  at  four 
HHwiths,  and  thefe  he  underftood  the  govern  ncnt  were  fending,  i^ito 
market,  to  fetch  what  value  they  could  bting,  no  doubt  under  rjic 
diladvantagc  of  very  Urge  difcount.      If,  in  :iddition  to  all  farmer 
Javiih  modes  pf  expenditure  which  the  Minifter  had  adofjted,  and 
the  anqualitied  fan<flion  which  Parliament  had  given  to  his  prodi- 
g-Uitv,  they  would  not  even  remonftrate  again^  this  de^rudtive  and 
bankrupt  fpecies  of  trade,  he  warned  them  of  the  annihilation  of 
their  rights,  and  perhaps  even  the  extin<?^ion  of  their  exigence. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  hoped  that  the  honourable  gentleman 
would  conrrivQ  fomc  regular  mode  of  bringing  the  bufinefs  to  which 
he  alluded  before  the  Houfe,  and  that  he  would  name  a  d?y  for 
the  difcuflion.  In  the  mean  time,  he  would  <^nlv  fiv»  that  na 
money  had  been  raifed  except  what  was  voted  by  Pcirlinment^,  nor 
was  any  applied  to  objefls  on  which  they  had  not  previoufly  deter- 
mined. Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  moved,  that  the  Hoiife.refolve  itfclf 
into  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe,  to  confider  of  the  bcft 
means  of  remedying  the  prefent  fcarcity  of  corn. 

The  Speaker  having  left  the  chair, 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  dated,  that  the  whole  of  his  intention 
at  prefent  was,  to  move  for  leave  to  bring  |jti  a  bill  to  n^new  fo 
much  of  an  aft  of  his  prefent  Majefty,  as  pcr-.r/i'^rcd  the  free  im- 
portation of  corn  into  any  ports  of  Great  C.itnin.  To  this  he  con-' 
ceivcd  no  objections  could  be  urged  ;  and,  tliercforc,  he  took  the  earlicft 
opportunity  of  craving  the  aurhority  of  the  Houfe  for  the  adoption 
of  a  meafure,  which,  if  it  did  not  entirely,  wojid  at  lead  partially 
remove  the  inconvenicncies  felt  from  the  failure  of  the  two  laft 
harvcfts.  Government  had  been  at  pains  to  collect  all  the  infor- 
mation upon  the  fubjeft  which  it  was  in  their  power  to  obtain ;  and 
the  ftatcmcnts  from  which  the  information  was  derived,  he  (hould 
move  to  be  laid  upon  tlic  table  for  the  perufal  of  Members.  He  (hould 
then  think  that  it  would  be  expedient  to  appoint  a  fclecl  Committee 
to  take  this  information  into  confideration,  and  to  procure  as  much 
aiiditional  information  as  poflible.  He  would  propofe  alfo,  thit 
the  Houfe  ihould  again  refolve  itfclf  into  a  Committee  of  the  whole 
Houfe  on  Tuefday,  to  renew  the  confideration  of  the  high  price  of 
grain.  At  prefent  he  fliould  content  himfelf  with  moving  for  leave 
to  bring  in  a  bill  to  continue  the  importation  of  foreign  corn  duty  free. 
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Mr.  HUSSEY  did  not  wl(h  to  appca;^  forward  in  the  bufinefs ; 
he  only  begged  leave  to  put  one  qucftion  to  Mr.  Qhancellor  Pitt, 
Mrhethcr  he  had  rcafon  to  believe,  that  merely  a  bill,  permitting  the 
importation  of  com  into  this  country,  would  be  fufEcient  to  re- 
medy the  fcarcit)s  or  wh'idier  a  bounty  would  not  be  required  ? 
He  would  riot  venture  to  pronounce  upon  the  propriety  of  a  bounty 
being  oflFercd ;  but  he  was  afraid  that  the  grievance  could  not  be 
removed  in  any  other  way. 

Mr.  FOX  thought  that  fomc  attention  (hould  be  paid  to  the  pre- 
vention of  diftiHcrics  ;  but  being  informed  acrofs  the  {able  that  the 
act  for  that  purpofe  did  not  expire  for  fome  months,  he  faid  that 
there  was  fuflScient  time  to  fpcak  of  that  afterwards. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  replied  to  Mr,  Huflc}',  that  he  would 
not  give  a  decifive  opinion  upon  what  meafurcs  were  neccffary  or 
proper  to  be  adopted,  before  he  colledlcd  the  fentimcnts  of  gentle- 
men upon  the  fubjedt.  With  rcfpedl  to  offering  a  bounty  on  the 
importation  of  corn,  he  would  not  ahfolutely  deny  that  it  might  be 
expedient ;  he  would  only  fay,  it  was  a  delicate  ftep,  and  ought  not 
to  he  taken  till  after  mature  deliberation. 

Mr.  HUSSEY  obferved  on  the  fubjeft  of  diftillerics,  that  it 
was  a  wife  and  politic  mcafure  ;  and  that  the  Public  ought  to  be 
informed  immediatclv,  if  it  was  the  intention  of  Parliament  to 
adopt  it,  as  It  would  even  now  have  a  confiderable  influence  on  the 
price  of  grain.  The  grievance,  he  faid,  was  prefiing,  arid  the 
remedy  ought  by  no  means  to  be  delayed. 

The  Committee  n|^ed  to  the  refolution  for  preparing  the  bill, 
and  the  Houfc  being  refumed,  the  report  was  received,  and  the 
bill  was  brought  in  and  read  a  fird  time. 

A  melTage  v^as  received  from  the  Lords  with  a  copy  of  the  ad- 
drefs  whic5:h  thty  had  voted  to  His  Majefty,  upon  the  outrages  com- 
mitted againft  him  yeftcrday  on  his  way  to  the  Houfc.  Copies  of 
the  minutes  of  evidence  which  had  been  taken  againft  the  perfons 
concerned  in  the  outrage,  and  the  lift  of  the  men  who  have  been 
committed  to  the  Compter,  were  alfo  fent. 

The  minutes  of  the  evidence  were  then  read.  [Fide  the  pro- 
ceedings in  the  Houfe  of  Lords  on  the  firft  day  of  the  feflion.) 

No  obfervation  was  made  upon  the  evidence,  and  the  addrcfs 
was  agreed  to,  nanine  contradicente.     Adjourned* 

Saturday f   3  iji  O^fober. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  read  for  taking  His  Majefty 's  Speech 
into  conlidcration, 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  moved,  "  That  a  fupply  be  granted 
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to  His  Majcfty  ;*'  Vflaich  being  agreed  to,  he  moved  '*  That  the 
mo-tion  be  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe,  on  Monday 
next." — Ordered. 

Mr.  DUN  DAS  gave  notice  that  he  would  on  Monday  move  for 
^  thanks  of  that  Houfe  to  Admiral  Lord  Bridport,  and  the  other 
Officers,  for  the  naval  vidtory  of  the  23d  June  hft. 

A  xneiTagfr  was  received  from  the  Lords,  "  That  they  would 
wait  on  His  Majcfty  widi  their  adjdrefs  at  two  o'clock." 

Lord  STOPFORD  acquainted .  the  Houfe  with  His  AfajVfiy's 
pleafuie>  diat  he  would  receive  their  avldrcfs  at  half  paft  two  o'clock. 

Atti^'o  o'clock  the  Houfe  adjourned^  and  proccedod  to  Sr.  James's 
with  the  fbUowir^  addrcfles : 

Moft  gracious  Sovereign, 

ff'f  ymr  Majejiys  moft  dutiful  and  hyal  Suhje^Sy  the  Common f  of 
Great  Britain,  in  Parliament  HjJimhUdy  beg  leave  to  return  your  Ma^ 
jejh  9ur  humhie  thanks,  for  your  moji  gracious  Speech  from  the  Thr:ne. 

/^v  participate  in  the  fatisfa^iim  your  Maj.fly  feels  from  refe^ingy 
'^'fi^  n^dwithfiartding  the  many  events  unfirvourable  tu  the  common  caufcy 
^'^  P^^fP^^  refulting  from  the  general  fttuati<^n  of  affuirs  has,  in 
«*yrf  rmporlant  refpeBsy  been  materially  improved  in  the  courf^  of  the 
pnj'nt  year. 

IVe  derive  great  pleofure  from  ohferving  the  events  which  have  taken 
^licc  in  Italy,  and  from  finding  reafn  to  hope  thut  a  check  has  been 
given  to  the  pr:grcfs  of  the  French  on  the  fuk  of  Germany,  ly  the 
recent  operations  of  the  Auftrian  anny. 

In  contemplating  the  Jituation  of  our  enemteSy  we  cannot  but  be  fen* 
fhiey  that  the  fuccefj'es  which  la^ycy  in  fome  parts  of  the  campaigny 
attended  their  military  operations  y  and  the  advantages  which  they  have 
derived  from  the  conclujion  offeparate  treaties  with  fome  of  the  powers 
who  were  engaged  in  the  wary  cannot  compenfuie  for  the  evih  which 
tf.-ey  experience  from  its  continuance  :  And  it  is  natural  tofuppojey  that 
the  defiruElion  of  their  commerccy  the  diminutim  rf  their  maritime 
prxery  and  the  unparalleled  embarraffincnt  and  dijlrfs  of  their  in*' 
ttrnaljitucuiony  mujl  have  produced  a  general  fetfcy  that  the  only  relit f 
ffym  the  increafing  preffure  of  their  difficulties  mufl  arife  from  the 
refioratioK  of  peacey  and  the  eflabiifhment  of  fome  Jet  tied  Jyjtem  cf  go* 
ventment. 

f^e  are  well  aware  how  impojfible  it  is  to  fore  fee  the  ifj'ue  of  tl^e 
extraordinary  crifis  which  has  arifen  in  that  country ;  but  we  tcceivty 
U':fh  the  truefi  fatisfaHiony  your  Mojefiys  gracious  declarationy  that 
Jh'.uld  it  terminate  in  any  order  of  things  cojnpatihie  with  the  tn.n-^ 
i-i:itity  rf  oijjgf  cQUntrieSy  and  affording  a  reafonable  expc^aiion   ^ 
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Jecurtfy  and  permanence  in  any  treaty  which  might  be  concluded ^   the 
al^carance  of  a  ifjpjiti'.n  to'  ne god  ate  for  general  peace  on  jtift  and 
fuiiablc  ttnns  will  not  fail  to   be  met,   on  the  part  of  your  Adrfcjtyj 
wit^  an  earn: ft  dcfire  to  give  it  t\e  ftlkfl  and fpe/diifi  effc^ 

//'f',  at  t'  £  Jame  time^  cordlolly  yAn  with  y Mr  Alojefly  in  the  per- 
fiufi:,*iy  that  n 'J king  is  f  likely  to  enjure  and  accelerate  this  dcjirea" 
hie  endy  and  ta  provide  for  the  permanent  intercfls  of  your  littgdcniy  as 
to  (hrw  tl  tit  wr  are  prepared  for  either  alternative y  anfi  that  ^ve  are 
deter  ill' ncd  t'j  prfccute  fhe  war  with  the  utmofl  energy  and  vigcur,  un^ 
til  yjur  Mrj.j:y  has  the  means  of  concluding^  in  ccnjun/lion  with  your 
allies y  fuch  a  peace  as  the  juflice  of  the  caufe  in  which  we  are  en- 
' gtjgcdy   ond  the  fU'.ation  of  tie  enemy y  may  entitle  us  to  expcSl, 

Lnpr.J]?d  with  thefe  fentimtntsy  we  flmll  feel  it  our  duty  to  give  y cut 
Mrjffly  our  Jirmeji  and  mofl  decid'd Jtipport  in  your  Majcfiys  farther 
exert  jonSy  and  particularly  in  thcfe  which  are  dire  fled  to  the  mainte^ 
nanee  and  imprffuement  of  9ur  navaljuperiorityy  and  for  fecuring  and 
extending  the  advantage s  which  have  been  gained  in  the  Weft  Indies, 
and  which  am  fo  nearly  connected  with  our  commercial  rejources  and 
muritime  ftrength  :  Atid  we  are  perfuaded  your  Mnjtfly  may  f ecu  rely 
rely  on  the  uniform  and  unjhukcn  bravery  of  your  fleets  and  arjniesy 
and  on  the  fortitude  y  perjiveranccy  and  public  fpirit  of  all  ranks  of 
your  people. 

kVI.  He  we  cannot  but  lament,  that  the  influence  and  control  exercifed 
by  Franoe  over  the  United  Provinces,  jhould  have  produced  afis  of 
hoffilityy  which  have  obliged  your  Majrfy  to  treat  them  as  in  afiate  if 
wu/  with  this  ccunfryy  it  mufly  at  the  fame  timcy  affyrd  us  much  f a- 
tisjuiiion  to  learn  thdt  the  feet  y  whiei}  yoar  Mnjfjiy  has  employed  in  the 
N  rth  SeaSy  has  received  the  mofi  cordial  and  atlive  ajjiflance  from  the 
n(,val  f/r^c  furnijiced  by  the  Emprefs  cf  Ruffia,  and  has  been  enabled 
efj  £lu  lly  /i  deck  the  operations  of  the  enemy  in  that  quarter. 

It^  acknowledge  ymr  M'jeflys  condefcenfiony  in  having  directed  to 
be  laid  befre  /.f  copies  of  the  cngigements  of  defenfve  alliance  which 
yoi  r  Mfj  fly  has  concluded  with  the  two  imperial  courts;  and  of  the 
trer'y  aith  the  Umt:d  States  of  America. 

Ail  hough  we  mtji  at  all  times  fecy  with,  regret,  the  neceffty  of 
nlaki'g  further  ad/'ti.ns  to  the  hea'cy  burdens  which  have' unavoidably 
been  ii/.j  j.don  our  confiituentSy  we  fed  it  an  indifpenf able  duty  ts  make 
f'ch  p,  tv'Jion  f  r  the  different  hmiches  (f  the  public  f entice  y  as  the  txi^ 
gency  ./  rff'iri  may  require;  and  it  will  afford  us  great  fatisfa^ion 
to  fi..d  that  tie  prffiire  of  thefe  burthens  isy  in  fome  degree y  alleviated 
by  th  fijurijhing  jinte  of  our  commerce  and  manufi£lureSy  and  that 
our  expc'iccs  willy  under  the  a£fual  eircumflances  of  the  wary  admit  of 
coiijidc ruble  diminution  in  comparifon  with  thofe  of  the  prefent  year. 
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fFe  are  dffply  fenjibk  of  your  Majeftfs  paternal  goodmfs  in  the  ur- 
fr^i,':.ns  of  ihe  anxiety  with  which  your  Maj^J^  has  ohjerved  the  bigb 
frif  c/  grain  ^  and  of  your  apprehetjion  tkqt  the  produce  of  the  wheat 
L^'i'f/t'y  in  the  prejeni  year,  may  not  have  been  fuch  as  effectually  t9 
n.it'je  y Mr  people  from  the, difficuities  with  which  they  have  had  to  ctm^ 
U':d.  Ttejpirit  of  order  and  fubniifJlGn  to  the  laws,  w/ ich,  witk 
j.\-  exceptions^  I  as  manifejied  iff  elf  under  this  fever e  preffure,  willj 
'^•^i.utttdy^  be  felt  by  us  as  an  additional  incentive  to  apply  ourfehes 
iL-ith  the  litmjji  diligence  to  the  confederation  of  fuch  nieafures  as  maj 
/f'/'  to  auvinte  the  prefent  djlrcfs,  •and  to  prevent,  as  far  as  p^JJibk^ 
t'e  rernvrd  .f  ftmilar  embarreffments  :  And  nothing  can  cfford  us  a 
L'-'er  irtu  ftcoticn  than  to  find  curf elves  enabled  to  adept  fuch  regula^ 
tiits  as  may  give  effe^  to  your  Majcflys  gracious  and  benevolent  views 
f^r  tie  relief  and  advantage  of  ycur  people,  on  a  fubjet^  fo  peculiarly 
iiiierefting  to  their  welfare. 


Moft  Gracious  Sovereign, 

fTcy  your  Majefhys  mofl  dutiful  and  loyal  fubje^s,  Ihe  Lords  Spi^ 
ritual  and  Temporal,  and  Commonsy  in  Parliament  affembled,  beg 
IffT'e  to  approach  your  MajeJ^y,  humbly  to  exfrefs  to  your  Majefiy  cur 
indignation  and  abhorrence  at  the  daring  outrages  offered  to  your  M($^ 
jefty  iny^ur  Majefiys  paffage  to  and  from  your  Parliament.  We  can-' 
fijt  refill,  without  the  utmofi  concern,  that  there  fhould  be  found, 
ivithin  your  Majefiys  dominions,  ar\j perfons fo  infenftble  of  the  hap~ 
pinefs  which  all  y^jur  MajeJiysfuhjeSls  derive  from  your  Majcjlysjuji 
and  ndld  government,  and  of  the  virtues  which  fo  eminently  diflinguijb 
yTur  Mdjejlys  character,  as  to  be  capable  of  thefe  flagitiifus  aSls  : 
and  we  beg  leewe  humbly  to  lay  before  your  Majefiy  the  eamefl  tuifhes 
6f  %our  faithful  Lords  and  Commons,  in  which  we  are  confident  we 
/hall  be  jzined  by  all  defcriptions  of  your  Majefly  s  fubje£ls,  that  you 
will  be  gracioufly  fleafcd  to  dire^i  the  mofi  effiSfual  meafures  to  be 
talen,  without  delay,  to  dif cover  the  authors*  and  abettors  of  dimes  fo 
atrocious, 

,  Monday,   2d  November, 

Mr.  SPEAKER  reported,  That  both  Houfcs  attended  His  Ma- 
jefty  upon  Saturday  laft,  with  their  address  ;  to  which  His  Majefty 
was  pleafed  to  give  this  mod  gracious  anfwer ; 

My  Lords,  and  Gentlemen, 

J  receive,  with  great  pleafure,  this  additional  proof  of  your  unU 
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form  zeaJ  and  loyalty*  I  haut  too  much  reafon  to  be  ajfured  of  the 
4^£iimaU  und  fieady  attachment  if  my  people  at  large ^  v/a  have  felt 
eny  other  fentiment  upon  this  occajion  than  that  rf  concern  at  fo  high  a 
vulahtm  of  the  laws.      I  Jhali  not  fail  to  give  fuch  d! regions    as  may 

.hefi  tend  to  bring  to  juflice  and  punijhment  the  perfns  concerned  in  an 
offence  fo  dangerous  to  the  public  tranquillity y  andfo  injurious  to  our 
excellent  Csnjiitution,  , 

Mr.  SPEAKER  alfo  reported  to  the  Hoafc,  That  the   Hoirffe 
.attended  His  Majcfty  upon  Saturday  larft,  with  their  Addrefs  ;  to 
which  His  Majefty  was  {^cjtfod  to  give  this  moft  gracious  anfwer : 

Gentlemen, 

/  thank  you  for  this  very  loyal  and  dutiful  addrefs. 
'  It  affords  me  the  greatejl  fatisfa^ion  to  learn  that  you  concur  in  the 
view  which  I  entertain  of  the  general  ft  uation  and  prcffeSl  of  affairs  y 
and  to  receive  the  affurnnces  /f  your  firm  and  decided  fupport  in  thojc 
exertions  which  are  moji  likely  to  enfure  and  accelerate  the  rcfc^ration 
of  peace  y  on  fuch  grounds  as  the  juftice  of  our  caufcy  and  the  fuuation 
of  the  encmyy  may  entitle  us  to  expe&. 

Nothing  Jhali  be  omitted^  on  my  party  to  nufke  an  effe^ual  ufe  of 
the  means  which  you  may  put  into  my  hands y  for  a  purpofefo  important 
to  the  permanent  interejis  and  happimfs  of  my  people. 

Thx?  order  of  the  day  was  then  read,  for  the  Houfc  to  refolvc  k- 
fclf  into  a  Committee,  to  confider  of  the  motion  made  on  Saturday, 
*'  that  a  fupply  be  granted  to  His  Majefty." 

The  Houfe  accordingly  went  into  a  Committee,  to  which  His 
Majefty's  Speech  was  referred  ;  and  it  being  moved  and  agreed  to, 
that  a  fopply  be  granted  to  His  Majeftj',  the  Houfc  was  refumed  ; 
and  the  report  brought  up  by  Mr.  Hobart,  was  ordered  to  be  re- 
ceived to-morrow.  . 

Mr.  Secretary  DUNDAS  rofe  with  a  conviQion,  that  to  the 
motions  he  had  to  oflfer  to  the  Houfe,  there  would  not  be  one  dif- 
fcnting  v(Mce.  Every  gentleman  muft  be  convinced,  however  "he 
might  think  of  the  queftions  of  peacfe  and  war,  that  whilft  we 
were  actually  engaged,  we  were  only  to  be  benefited  by  the  courage, 
the  exertions  and  military  talents  of  .our  forces  by  land  and  fca, 
and  that  (as  in  the  prefent  inftance)  where  there  was  a  glorious  dif- 
play  of  each  ;  the  officers  and  privates  concerned,  dcfcrved  of  their 
countrymen  their  wanneft  thanks  and  approbation.  A  general  fen- 
timcnt  of  applaufe  had  filled  the  breafts  of  all  good  fubjcfls  with 
rcfpcd  to  the  vi6lory  whicli  called  for  his  mouon  that  day,  and  he 


Nov.  a.]  DEBATES.  63 

hoped  the  Houfe  would  go  hand  in 'hand  with  their  fellow-fobjefts 
[0  exprefs  their  juft  fenfe  of  the  gallant  condud  l^  which  it  had 
been  atchievcd.     He  then  moved, 

Tliat  the  Thanks  of  this  Houfe  be  given  to  Admiral  Lord  Bridport, 
ix  his  able  and  gallant  conduct  io  the  important  and  brilliant  victory 
cbtained  over  the  enemy,  on  the  23d  day  of  June  h^,  by  a  detachment 
of  His  Majcfty's  fleet  under  his  command. 

That  the  Thanks  of  this  Houfe  be  given  to  Vice  Admiral  Sir  Alan 
Gardner,  Baronet,  Rear  Admiral  Harvey,  and  Rear  Admiral  Lord  ^ngh 
Seymour,  for  their  gallant  exertions  on  the  above  occtfion ;  and  that  Mr. 
Speaker  do  fignify  the  thanks  of  this  Houfe  to  Rear  Admiral  Harvey. 

That  the  '1  hanks  of  this  Houfe  be  given  to  the  captains  and  officers  of 
the  fquadroii  under  the  command  of  Admiral  Lord  Bridport,.  for  their 
gallant  excnions  on  the  above  occaiioa ;  and  that  Admiral  Lord  Bridport 
do  fignify  the  fame  to  them. 

TViat  this  Houfe  doth  highly  approve  of  and  acknowledge  the  fervicet 
of  the  feameo,  marinfR,  and  (oldiers,  on  board  the  (hips  under  the  com- 
mand of  Admiral  Lord  Bridport,  in  Ihe  brilliant  adion  with  the  Krench 
tieet,  on  the  23d  day  of  June  lail ;  and  that  the  captains  of  the  feveral 
(hips  do  fignify  the  fame  to  their  refpeftive  crews,  and  do  thank  them 
for  their  gallant  behaviour. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  acquainted  the  Houfe,  that  he  had  received 
from  Vice  Adiniral  Hotham,  the  following  letter,  in  return  to  the 
thanks  of  this  Houfe,  fig^lfied  to  him  by  Mr.  Speaker,  In  obedience 
to  their  commands  of  the  i  oth  day  of  Aprils  in  the  lad  feQk>n  of 
Paiiiament* 

Briiannia  at  Seaj  i^tb  Jmu^  179  s. 
SIR. 

The  highly  honourable  and  flattering  teftimony,  conveyed  in  your  \tu 
ter,  of  the  fenfe  which  the  Commons  of  England  have;  by  their  nhant- 
laoos  vote,  been  pleafed  to  entertain  of  my  iervices,  and  that  of  the  offi- 
cers, feamen,  and  troops,  ferving  unde^  my  orders  on  the  t  4th  of  Mavch* 
1  btl  no  time  to  communicate  to  them  in  the  mod  public  manner;  for, 
to  their  efforts  and  exertions  is  to  be  attributed  abundantly  more  merit 
ihaa  any  of  which  I  can  boaft. 

PaUic  thanks,  coming  from  fuch  an  auguft  aflem'bly,  as  they  reikft 
fhe  highcft  luftre  on  thole  whom  they  are  conferred,  cannot  but  be  con- 
tdccedas  the  greateft  of  all  polTible  rewards,  and  muft  neccflarily  fumiik 
a^iditional  incentives  to  that  glory,  zeal,  and  fleady  perfevexance>  which, 
1  iraft,  the  Britilh  fleet  will,  at  all  times,  manifcft  in  the  defence  of  their 
ICing  and  their  country ;  and,  as  no  language  of  mine  can  exprefs  the 
ienie  of  what  I  feel  for  having,  only  in  tlie  execution  of  my  duty,  been 
(b  amply  rewarded,  I  muft  beg  you  will  do  me  the  kindneis  to  endeavour 
to  in4)reis  upon  the  honourable  Houfe  all  that  I  feci  from  their  indul- 
gence, as  I  rauft  ever  cooilder  it  the  fifft  honour  of  my  life  to  have  ob- 
tained this  pobiic  mark  of  their  didin^tion*  <. 
1  canntit  conclude,  without  thanking  you,  Sir,  mod  cordially   for 

y^our  obliging  partiality,  ezprclicd  in  the  polite  and  flattering  terms  with 
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which  you  have  been  pleafed  to  convey  to  me  the  refolutioos  of  the 
Houfc  upon  this  occafion. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
SIR, 
Your  mort  obcdirht 

Humble  fervant, 

W.  HOTHAM. 
Tie  Right  Honourable  the  Speakex* 

Admiral  Lord  Bridport  being  come  to  the  Houfc,  Mr.  SPEAKER 
acquainted  him,  that  the  Houfc  had,  yefterday,  un<inimuufly  re- 
iblvcd,  "  That  the  Thanks  of  this  Houfc  be  given  to  him,  for  his 
able  and  gallant  condudt  in  the  important  and  brilliant  vi(flory 
obtained  over  the  enemy,  on  the  23d  day  of  June  la(t»  by  a  de- 
tachment of  His  Majefty's  fleet  under  his  command  ;  and  Mr. 
Speaker  gave  him  the  Thanks  of  the  Houfe  accordingly,  as  fol- 
loweth,  viz. 

Admiral  Lord  Bridport, 

In  obedience  to  the  commands  of  the  Houfe,  I  have  the  happinefs  to 
communicate  to  your  Lordfliip  their  unanimous  Thanks  for  the  import- 
ant fcrvic^  which  you  have  rendered  to  your  country.  The  intrepi- 
dity, the  fliill»  and  public  fpirit  of  Britidi  officers  and  fcamen,  have  at 
no  period  been  more  confpicuoufly  and  fuccelsfully  manifeded  than  du- 
ring the  prefent  war.  Thefe  qualities,  were  pecuHarly  difplayed  on  that 
memorable  occafion,  which  has  added  luflre  to  the  naval  reputation  of 
your  country,  as  well  as  to  your  own.  It  is  on  that  maritime  fuperiority, 
which  your  Lordfliip  has  eminently  contributed  to  maintain,  that  not 
the  glory  only,  but  the  fecurity  and  independence,  of  tbcfe  kingdoms, 
mufl,  under  the  favour  of  Divine  Providence,  materially  and  chiefly 
depcndJ  This  Houfe  has  accordingly  marked  the  deep  fenfe  which  it 
entertains  of  your  Lordfliip's  condudl  by  that  honourable  teftimony  of 
public  gratitude,  which  it  is  my  duty  to  convey  to  you  :  In  the  name, 
therefore,  of  the  Commons  of  Great  Britain,  .1  do  give  you  their 
unanimous  Thanks  for  your,  able  and  gallant  condu^  in  the  important 
and  brilliant  victory  obtained  over  the  enemy,  on  the  23d  day  of  June 
lad,  by  a  detachment  of  His  Majcfty's  fleet  under  your^  Lordfliip 'a 
command. 

Upon  which  Admiral  Lord  Bridport  faid, 

Mr.  Speaker, 

I  rife.  Sir,  with  the  warmeft  fentiments  of  gratitude,  to  exprefs  my 
unfeigned  acknowledgements  for  the  high  honour  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons have  conferred  upon  me,  by  their  unanimous  Vote  of  Thanks, 
for  ray  humble  fervices  on  the  23d  of  June  lafl.  To  the  valour  and 
fpiritcd  conduct  of  the  admirals,  the  bravery  of  the  captains,  the  other 
officers,  feamen,  marines,  and  foldiers,  I  attribute  the  fv^cefs  of  a  de- 
tachment of  His  Majefly's  fleet,  under  my  command  on  that  day. 

It  was  my  duty,  Sir,  to  manifefl  my  loyalty  to  the  befl  of  Sovereigns, 
to  (hew  my  veneration  and  attachment  for  our  gl6rious  Conllitution,  and 


Not.  2.1  DEBATES.  65 

made*  Co  the  ntmoft  of  my  power,  upon  that  aiv^  every  other  occaflcm^ 
a  iincexe  regard  for  tbe  interefts  of  the  public;  and  I  am  now  proud  ua 
leceiving  the  vote  of  this  Houfe,  which  you  have  had  the  goodnefs  to 
conTcy  in  terms  the  moft  gratifying  to  me ;  for  which  honour  I  he^  Sir^ 
yon  will  accept  my  coxdial  and  grateful  thanks. 

* 

Vke  Admiral  Sir>  Alan  Gardner,  Baronet,  and  Rear  Admiral 
Lord  Hugh  Seymour,  being  come  to  the  Houfc,  Mr-  SPEAKER 
acquainted  them,  that  the  Houfe  had,  yeftcrday,  unanimoufly  re- 
ceived. That  the  Thanks  of  this  Houfe  be  given  to  them  for  their 
g:iUam  exertions  in  the  important  and  brilliant  vidory  obtained 
over  the  enemy,  on  the  23d  day  of  June  laft,  by  a  detachment  of 
His  Majefty's  fleet,  under  the  command  of  Admiral  Lord  Brid- 
port ;  and  Mr.  Speaker  gave  them  the  Thanks  of  the  Houfe  ac- 
cordingly, asfolloweth,  viz. 

Vice  Admiral  Sir  Alan  Gardner,  Rear  Admiral  L«rd  Hugh  Seymour^ 

It  is  with  the  utmoft  fatisfadtion  that  I  obey  the  commands  of  this 
Houfe,  by  conveying  to  you  their  unanimous  Thanks  for  your  gallant 
exertions  in  the  fervice  of  your  country.  An  additional  proof  was  given, 
on  the  late  diftingui(hed  occafion,  of  the  fuperior  (kill  and  valour  whick 
sre  tbe  chara^nftics  of  BritiQi  feamen,  and  which  have  railed  to  th« 
eminence  they  have  attained  the  naval  power  and  glory  of  thefe  king- 
doms. In  affbrding  this  prdof  you  had  feverally  a  dillinguiflied  fhare  : 
fervices  fo  meritorious  in  tnemfelves,  and  which  lead  to  confequences  fo 
important,  will  ever  infure  the  grateful  acknowledgements  of  the  Com- 
mons of  Great  Britain ;  and  I  do  accordingly  give  you  their  unanimout 
Thanks  for  your  gallant  exertions  in  the  important  and  brilliant  vi^iy 
obtained  over  the  enemy,  on  the  23d  day  01  Tune  laft,  by  a  detacbmenl; 
of  His  Majefty*s  fleet,  under  the  command  of  Admiral  Lord  Bridport. 

Upon  which  Sir  Alan  Gardner  faid, 

Mr.  Speaker, 

After  what  has  been  faid  by  the  noble  Lord,  under  whofe  command  I 
had  tbe  honour  to  be  placed  (in  the  fecond  poft  of  his  fleet)  on  the  23d 
of  June  laft»  it  would  ill  become  me  to  fay  any  thing  farther  refpe^ing 
tbe  tran€iftions  of  that  day.  But,  Sir,  it  is  a  duty  incumbent  on  me 
to  expsefs  to  the  HouCt,  in  the  ftrongeft  manner  I  am  able,  the  obliga- 
tions I  am  otider  for  the  very  favourable  opinion  which'  they  have  been 
pkafed  to  entertaiti  of  rov  exertions  and  condu^  on  the  day  alluded  to  ; 
and,  in  the  moft  refpedml  manner,  to  return  my  thanks  tor  this  auguft 
aflembiy  for  the  great  and  diftinguiflied  honour  which  they  have,  this 
day,  conferred  upon  me. 

Nothing,  Sir,  canjse  fo  gratifying  to  my  feelings,  as  an  officer,  as  to 
recdve,  in  my  place,  the  Thanks  of  this  honourable  Houfc ;  an  event  fo 
hoDoorabfe  to  myiUf  wDl  ever  remain  moft  deeply  imprefled  on  my  mind. 

Before  I  fit  down,  I  muft  requeft.  Sir,  that  you  will  accept  my  fmcere 
thanks  for  the  obliein?  manner  in  which  vou  have  h^R  pkafed  to  exprefs 
the  iimtimenu  of  the  Houfe  gn  thi^  occafion* 

V01.XJLIII.    •  K 
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*  Resr  Admiral  Lord  Hugh  Seymour  then  fiu4> 

Mr,  Speaker, 

I  feci  m6ft  fenfibly  the  rcry  diftinguHhed  honour  which  I  hare  juft  re- 
ceived ;  and  beg  the  Hoafe  will  g;ive  me  credit  for  its  ever  operating 
upon  my  roind  in  a  way  to  increafe  thofe  exertions  in  my  country's  fer- 
vice»  for  which  I  have  been  fortunate  enough  to  have  receiTed  fo  very 
ample  a  reward^ 

To  you.  Sir,  I  be§  to  oflfcr  mjr  warmeft  thanks  for  the  very  obliging 
as  well  as  very  flattering  manner  in  which  you  have  communicated  thofe 
Thanks  to  me.  » 

Ordered,  nem.   cm.  That  what  has  now  been  faid   by  Mr. 

Speaker,  in  giving  the  Thanks  of  this  Houfe  to  Admiral  Lord 

Bridport,  Vice  Admiral  Sir  Alan  Gardner,  Baronet,  and  Rear 

Admiral  Lord  Hugh  Seymour,  together  with  their  anfwers  theretOf 

.  be  printed  in  the  votes  of  this  day. 

Mr.  Chancctlbr  PITT  moved  the  Order  of  the  Day,  for  taking 
iilto  farther  conlideration  the  high  price  of  com,  which  bcin^^  read» 
and  the  Houfe  having  refolved  itfelf  into  a  Committee, 

Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  proceeded  to  open  the  nature  of  the  bufi- 
riiefs*     It  was  a  fubje^,  he  faid,  of  which  he  had  given  notice 
en  Friday  laft.     It  was  needlefs  for  him  to  fay  it  was  a  fubjcdl 
which  called  for  their  immediate  and  ferious  ^onfideration  ;  what 
he  had  chiefly  in  view,  at  the  prcfcnt  moment,  was,  to  lay  the 
.£)undation  of  inquiry  into  a  matter  of  much  preflii^  importance  in 
itfelf,  and,  at  the  fame  time,  of  great  confequence  to  our  com- 
merce and  agriculture  on  the  one  hand,  and  to  a  numerous  clafs 
of  people  on  the  other.     It  was  highly  elTential,  while  they  crt- 
deavoured  to  provide  a  remedy  adequate  to  the  evil^  for  them  to 
proceed  with  .a  circumfpedl  and  a  cautious  diligence,    to  make 
themfelves  mafters  of  the  real  ftate  of  fafls,  and  to  weigh  and 
confider  the  whole  of  the  fubjcft  gravely.     In  propofing  remedies 
upon  this  cafe,  it  would  be  proper  to  remark  that  they  ought  pot  to 
be  merely  remedies  to  a  temporary,  prcfllire,  but  fuch  as  might  be 
Ia(Hng  in  their  nature,  and  attended  with  efFefis  of  permanent 
utility.     He  (hould  therefore  prOpofe^  as  a  previous  Hep,  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  Committee  to  Inquire  into  the  circumAances  of  the 
price  of  corn.     The  meafure  which  yvzs  to  be  proceeded  in,  upon 
this  occulioil,  \ix)uld,  he  hoped,  be  facilitated  by  the  meafures 
which  Government  had  already  fet  on  foot.     Thefe  meafures  the 
Houfe  would  refer  to  in  the  progrefs  of  its  own  proceeding ;  at  the 
fame  time  much  would  remain  for  the  Houfe  itfelf  to  do ;  and  he 
truftcd  that  every  Member  would  contribute,  by  his  own  perfonal 
diligence,  to  further  the  inquiiy,  and  aflift  the  Houfe  to  find  out 
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hmc  adequate  remedy  for  the  evil  of  which  there  was  fo  much 
reafoo  ID  complain.     At  the  fame  time,  it  was  his  duty  to  obferve, 
tYat  whatever  remedy  might  be  applied,  for  the  relief  of  diftrefs, 
care  Qioaid  be  taken  not  to  injure  our  commerce,  our  manufa<5lure8, 
or  our  agriculture.     It  was  under  thefe  general  impreflions  that  he 
&fnM  diicufs  the  fubjefi  ;  and  as  he  had  paid  fome  attention  to  it 
alrea(fy,  it  mi^t  not  be  improper  to  date  ibme  points  which  he  in- 
tended hereafter  to  fubmit  to  the  Houfe,     The  firft  point  ho  had 
to  flate  under  the  head  of  regulation,  was  that  of  bringing  in  a 
bill  for  amending  the  law  relative  to  the  aflize  of  bread.     The  new 
cdfity  of  diis  alteration  was  chiefly  imprefled  upon  his  mind  by  the 
frequent  communications  to  Government  from  the  chief  magiftrate 
of  the  city  of  London.     T)i^re  was  another  circumdance  with 
rcfped  to  bread,  which  was,  in  his  (pinion,  extremely  material  to 
be  confideied,  and  which  aj^x^ared  to  be  of  great  importance,  ap« 
plied  as  a  remedy  to  the  prefcnt  fcarcity.     He  trufted  that  there 
would«noC  be  found  any  great  inconvenience  to  introduce  into  ge^ 
nnal  confumption,  bread  not  wholly  made  of  wheat,  but  mixed 
with  other  grain,  in  which,  he  was  happy  to  learn,  the  harveft 
hid  been  moA  abundant ;  poflibly,  too,  there  might  be  introduced 
a  proportion  of  Indun  com,  a  mode  which  he  had  reafon  to  be^ 
^ievc  mi^t  be  fuccefsfuUy  applied.     From  repeated  experiments 
iic  was  enabled  to  Aate,  that  mixed  bread  of  thi^  and  other  kinds 
ir/'ght  be  made  as  wholefome  and  as  palatable  as  any  to  which  wo 
rod  been  accuftomed,  and  therefore  might,  without  any  inconve* 
rkmce,  be  brought  into  general  C(X)fumption.     The  law  he  (hould 
ijive  to  propofe  would  include  this  ufeful  fubftitute.     When  it 
came  to  be  introduced  into  a  general  confumption,  it  would  be 
lUiad  to  be  a  great  refouice  againft  the  evil  of  which  he  had  now 
t'>  complain ;  he  (hould  therefore  hope  that  the  Houfe  would  re-» 
gird  it  as  a  roeafure  which  could  not  be  too  foon  entered  upon. 
AnoAytr  meafure  he  had  to  fubmit  to  the  Houfe  was  this :  a  con*- 
kidcraUe  quamity  of  the  flour  of  wheat  was  employed   in   the 
X32]uflgof  ftarch.     T^is,  he  apprehended,  might  b^  prevented  in 
a  belter  way  than  that  of  prohibiting  the  making  of  ftarch,  which 
-appeared  to  be  a  meafure  of  bad  policy,  as  he  had  reafon  to  be- 
Ikve,  that  articles  which  were  not  applicable  to  the  food  of  man, 
ought  be  ufed  in  the  manufa(^uring  that  article.     He  dated  this 
OS  a  ground  of  hope,  that  a  confiderable  redu£lion  might  be  made 
'n  the  confumption  of  wheat ;  and  under  that  impreffion  he  (hould 
^^atafter  move  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  prohibit  the' making  of 
'^2ich  from  wheat  flour  fur  a  limited  time.     Another  point  to  be 
^Hcnded  to»  was  the  law  which  now  operated  to  prevent  the  free 

Ka 
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circulation  of  corn  in  different  parts  of  the  kingdom,  although  it 
was  intended  for  other  purpofcs.     This,  he  alfo  propofed  to  re- 
medy ;  and  for  that  purpofe  lie  (bould  move  for  leave  to  bring  in  a 
bill  to  prevent  obftrudlton  to  the  paflfageof  grain  and  other  provifions 
within  the  kingdom.     This,  he  trufted,  would  contribute  a  good 
deal  to  the  relief  of  diftrefs.— Thefe  were  the  principal  and  fpecific 
meafures  which,  in  this  ftagc  of  their  proceeding,  he  thought  ne- 
ceflfary  to  ftate.     Whatever  (hould  be  finally  adopted  ought  to  be 
the  refult  of  a  full  inveftlgation  and  mature  deliberation  of  Parlia- 
ment.    He  fhould  be  glad  to  have  the  fuggcftions  of  any  individual 
on  the  fubje£^.     As  far  as  they  went,  they  (hould  take  care  to  do 
nothing  but  what,  in  its  operation^  would  be  fafe  and  advantageous 
for  the  Public ;  and  being  convinced  of  that,  they  (hould  not  delay 
the  execution  of  their  meafures  longer  than  was  abfolutely  ncceffary. 
It  might  be  aflced.  Why  he  did  not  bring  forward  another  meafure, 
a  bill  to  prevent,  for  the  whole  of  the  enfuing  year,  the  working 
of  diftilleries  i  To  which  he  would  anfwer,  he  did  not  mean  to  deny 
that  fome  advantages  would  be  derived  from  (hoping  the  diftilleries ; 
but  then  it  ihould  be  rccoUedled,  that  they  were  already  flopped 
until  the  month  of  February ;  that  interval  would  at'leaft  give  full 
time  for  inquiiy  ;  and  he  was  ready  to  confefs  that  the  advantage  of 
(topping  them  at  this  moment  for  a  longer  time  than  February  would 
not  be  adequate  to  the  danger.     The  diflillery  was  an  article  of 
coniiderable  revenue,  and  on  which,  perhaps,  if  it  (hould  be  right 
to  give  a  bounty  for  the  importation  of  corn,  they  might  rely  for 
the  payment  of  fuch  bounty,  and  in  this  view  tfcere  might  be  a  fav- 
ing  to  the  Public,  by  continuing  the  diftilleiy.     fle  did  not  mean 
to  fay,  however,  that  at  all  events  a  pecuniary  difficulty,  arifing  from 
die  Igfs  of  the  revenue  of  the  diftilleries,  was  to  be  compared  to  the 
diftrefs  of  an  a£lual  fcarcity ;  and  yet  it  was  of  importance,  that  the 
fource  of  revenue  derived  from  the  diAilleries  (hould  not  be  haftily 
laid  afide.     The  firfl  thing  in  this  cafe  was,  that  of  taking  an  op- 
portunity of  knowing  whether  bread  of  a  mixed  quality  might  not  be 
introduced  into  general  confumption  ?  whether  rye,  barley,  oatsi 
and  potatoes,  might  not  become  ufeful,  in  a  great  meafure,  fbi 
that  purpofe  ?  and  then  it  would  be  time  enough  to  examine  the  pro- 
priety of  flopping  the  diftilleries.     He  was  not  prepared  to  concui 
at  prefeiit  in  flopping  them  any  longer  than  the  time  now  limited  foi 
that  purpofe.     He  thought  it  would,  at  this  moment,  be  a  rafli 
and  dangerous  meafurc ;  and  even  if  they  were  flopped,  it  (hould  U 
obfcrved,  that  the  advantage  would  not  all  run  one  way.     Th( 
flopping  of  the  diflillery  would  advance  the  price  of  one  great  article 
of  the  food  of  the  lower  orders  of  people ;  he  meant  bacon.    Thcf 
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all  the  confiderati<»is  whidi  he  had  to  fubmit  to  the '  Houfe  at 
prefcnt.  He  concluded  with  moving,  "  That  the  chairman  be  di- 
ic^lcd  to  move  the  Houfe,  that  a  feleft  Committee  be  appointed  .to 
take  into  conGderation  the  prefent  high  price  6f  com,  to  cdied  evi« 
dence  relative  thereto,  and  to  report  the  fame,  as  it  (hall  appear  to 
them,  to  the  Houfe." 

Mr.  LECH  MERE  faid,  he  Ibould  be  fony  to  fay  any  thing 

which  might  be  againft  the  rules  of  the  Houfe :  if  he  fliould,  he 

would  fubmit  to  authority,  and  be  filent ;  but  he  felt  an  inclination 

to  deliver  his  fentiments,  for  the  fubjeA  was  extremely  interefting 

to  every  man  who  wifiied  to  itlieve  die  poor.     He  had  heard  the 

propo(als  made  by  the  Mintfter,  as  part  of  a  plan  which  he  faid  he 

intended  to  bring  forward,  and  certainly  it-was  veiy  diftin£ily  and 

very  ably  dated.     But  it  did  not  feem  to  him  that  the  Houfe  were 

likely  to  come  to  any  efltflual  remedy  for  the  evil,  unlefe  the  caufes 

€fi  that  evil  were  well  afcertained.     They  ought,  therefore,  to  be 

plainly  ftated.    What  then  were  the  caufes  of  the  prefent  very  great 

diflrefies :  We  had  had,  perhaps,  as  plentiful  an  harveft  as  the 

Great  Author  of  all  bleflings  ever  bcftowed :  ftill  the  poor  man, 

who  ploughed  the  earth  which' produced  that  plenty,  was  ftarving, 

or  driven  to  very  great  diftrefs  indeed;  and  entirely  unable  to  fupport 

his  family.     He  had  paid  fome  attention  to  this  fubjeft.     He  hacl^ 

endeavoured  to  find  out  the  caufc  of  this  fcarcity,  and  he  hoped  the 

Houfe  would  indulge  him  with  a  hearing,  for  he  really  had  no  ob- 

jcGt  but  to  relieve  the  diftrefs  of  the  poor,  and  to  make  the  heart  of 

the  cottager  leap  with  joy.     He  might  perhaps  give  a  few  hints 

which  might  produce  advantages,  and  enable  the  poor  man,  who 

tilled  the  earth,  to  enjoy  fome  of  the  fruits  which  it  produced.  One 

of  the  great  caufes  of  the  prefent  diilrefs  was  the  monopoly  of  ^rms. 

The  great  farmer  wds  enabled  to  raife  a  great,  and  an  enormous 

quantity  of  corn,  and,  by  his  circamflances,  to  withhold  com  from 

die  public  market,  while  the  little  farmer  was  compelled  to  fell  it. 

There  were  now  farms  occupied  by  one  man  which  formerly  fup- 

ported  twelve  or  fourteen  induftricus  families. —r He  did  not  know 

that  the  Houfe  could  remedy  what  had  paifed  upon  that  fubjcA ; 

but,  if  they  could  put  a  (lop  to  the  future  progrefs  of  it,  they  would 

do  away  a  very  great  evil.     Some  of  thefe  farmers  had  very  long 

kafes,  with  which  the  Lcgiflature  could  not  interfere.  '  He  fub- 

mitted,  however,  to  them,  whether  they  could  not  prevent  this 

evil  for  the  future.     The  next  great  evil  which  he  knew  of  was 

"  jobbing  in  com."     The  jobbers  of  com  and  of  homed  cattle 

were  inftruments  of  great  opprclTion  to  the  people.     He  fpoke  not 

M  theconvdbaler,  for  there  was  as  much  di&renee  between  him 
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and  a  com-Jobber  as  between  a  fajr  money  lender  and  an  ufuriou^ 
broker.   Now  to  pre  vent.  petty*fi3gging  corn*deaIers  from  doing  any 
more  mifchief,  he  ftould  piopofc  that  no  man  fhoiild  be  permitted 
to  deal  in  that  way  without  taking  out  a  Itoence  at  a  very  high  .price. 
The  next  point  to  which  he  wanted  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Conn«- 
mittee  was  this :  in  the  part  of  the  country  from  which  he,  came, 
the  pra«fiice  was,  that  the  dinner  came  to  market  with  a  fmall  fam- 
ple.     The,  corn-dealer  fays»  '<  J/your  corn  is  all  like  this  I  will  ^ 
buy  it/'     Now  if  a  poor  man  came  to  market  for  a  little  corn,  he 
was  XxAd  the  farmer  had  ibid  the  whole  of  it.     He  (hould  therefore 
propoTe  that  the  farmer  ihould  brir^  to  market  a  fample  not  lefs  than 
a  buihd.     This  could  be  no  obje6t  to  the  farmer,  but  was  a  great 
object  to  the  poor  man.     If  he  was  told  it  was  impoflible  to  bring 
all  the  corn  to  marketi  he  would  anfwer-—'*  Let  a  proper  number 
of  grarwies  be  pre£led  all  over  the  kingdom,  where  corn  may  be 
fold  as  at  a  market,  and  for  a  market  price ;  and  where  the  poor  man 
may  at  leaA  have  his  ^buihcl  for  his  money,  as  well  as  the  corn- 
dealer."     The  obje<^ion  which  had  been  made  to  this  was,  that 
there  would  \k  difficulty  in  having  the  com  ground : '  To  which  he 
would  again  'anfwer,  that  a  mill  could  ealily  be  found  to  grind  all 
the  corn  which  a  poor  man  could  purchafe.     Thefe  were  all -the 
obfervations  which  he  (hould  make  at  prefent,  for  he  did  not  wifh 
to  tire  the  patience*  of  the  Houfe.     If  any  other  idea  fhould  ftrike 
him  to  be  for  th^ublic  good,  he  (hould  beg  leave  to  fubmit  them 
in  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe.    He  approved  of  the  principle 
of  the  prefent  meafure,  and  he  wifhed  that  in  the  refult  of  it  die 
poor  of  tliis  country  might  have  reafon  to  be  fatisiied  with  the  jufKce 
of  that  Houfe. 

Mr.  FOX  faid,  that  he  did  not  mean  tp  make  any  objection  to 
the  mode  of  proceeding  that  had  been  p];opofed  by  the  right  honour- 
able the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer ;  he  thou^t  it  the  moil  pro* 
per  that  could  be  adopted,  under  all  the  circumftances  of  the  cafe. 
He  rofe  only  to  make  fome  general  obfervations  on  the  points  that 
had  been  ftatpd  by  the  right  honourable  gentleman ;  and  Hrft,  as  to 
the  propofition  refpe6ting  the  aflfize  of  bread :  the  means  of  informa- 
don  which  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had,  and  the  authority 
from  which  he  fpokeon  that  fubjedt,  were  fuch  as  no  doubt  proved 
that  fome  regulation  was  proper.  But  he  himfclf  did  not  conceive 
that  fuch  regulation  would  be  attendcdwith  great  cffedt ;  nor  did  he 
wifli  the  idea  to  be  cntertaint\l  that  much  benefit  could  be  derived 
from  its  operation.  He  did  not  underftand  that  the  price  of  bread, 
confidered  in  copip.uilun  with  the  price  of  grain,  was  liigher  than  it 
ought  to  be.     On  the  coatrary,  he  had  always  undcrilood  tliat  the 
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bikm  were  very  far  from  gaining  by  the  prefent  prices.  Re  wi(hed» 
therelbrey  die  impreflion  to  be  held  out^  that  whatever  might  be 
theconfequenoes  (tf  ttik  propofed  regnlation,  it  ought  not  to  be  looked 
to  as  likely  to  produce  any  very  great  or  immediate  benefit  to  the 
otmntty*   When  the  light  honourable  gentleman  talked  df  diminifli* 
ingd)e  confumpdon  of  wheat,  by  introducing  other  ingredients  into 
the  cooipoiition  of  bread,  he  ought  to  have  in  view,  that  whatever 
bread  was  made  for  the  ufe  of  the  poor,  ought  to  be  not  only  wholes 
feme  and  palatable,  but  above  all,    nutritive.      Let  me  remind 
gendemcni  hid  Mr.  Fox,  that  when  Aey  arc  talking  of  bread  for 
the  people,  they  ought  not  to  judge  from  any  experiment  made  with 
irfped  to  themfelves.    I  have  myfelf  tailed  bread  of  difierent  forts, 
I  have  firand  it  highly  pleafant,  and  I  have  no  doubt,  it  is  exceed- 
ii^j  wholefocne.     But  it  ^ught  to  be  recoUedled  how  very  fmall  a 
pan  the  article  of  bread  forms  of  (he  provi(|ons  confumed  by  the  more 
opolcnt  dafs  of  the  community.     To  the  poor  it  conftitutes  the 
chief,  if  not  the  folc  article  of  fubfiftencc.     Ifdiercforc  the  bread 
for  their  ufe  be  fnadc  of  ingredients  lefs  nutritive.  It  is  a  matter  of 
queftian  how  far  this  mixtute  may  tend  to  diminiih  the  real  con- 
fumpdon, fince  a  greater  quantity  will  be  neccflfary  for  their  fupport. 
But  there  is  another  point,  as  to  the  nature  of  the  fcarcity,  which 
deferves  attention.     There  arc  two  forts  of  fcarcity,  the  one  arifinj 
fiom  adefeAive  produce,  and  the  other  from  an  incrcafcd  confump- 
tbn ;  and  it  is  extremely  interefting  to  afcertain  which  of  thefe  ha« 
the  tnoft  influence  in  producing  the  prefent  fcarcity.    If  this  fcarcity, 
and  the  confcquent  high  price,  were  confined  merely  to  the  article  of 
bread,  it  would  then  appear,  with  fufficient  certainty,  that  it  origi- 
nated widi  the  caufe  which  had  fo  mtieh  been  iniifted  on,  namely, 
the  dcfedive  produce  of  the  two  laft  harvefts.    But  is  bread  the  only 
article  cmifiently  dear  ?  Has  not  the  fame  advance  of  price  taken 
place  with  refpeft  to  meat ;  and  likewife  with  refpeft  to  the  produce 
of  dairy  farms,  on  which  the  feafon  cannot  be  fuppofed  to  have  had 
any  unfavourable  influence  ?  The  price  of  butter  is  very  nearly,  on 
the  average,  as  high  as  that  of  whc^t :  inftcadof  nine-pence,,  or 
icn-pcncc,  as  formerly,  it  is  now  fold  at  thirteen-pence  per  pouncf. 
But  what  afibrds  the  moft  ftriking  proof,  that  the  high  price  does 
not  arifc  merely  from  the  deficiency  of  the  harvefts,  is,  that  with 
rciped  to  barley,  the  produce  of  which  is  admitted,  this  feafon,  to 
have  been  plentiful  beyond  example,  a  fimilar  advance  of  price  lias 
taken  place.    It  is  not  therefore  to  one  caufe  that  we  are  to  look  as 
the  fofc  Iburoe  of  the  prefent  evil.     It  proceeds  from  a  variety  cff 
caafes,  complicated  in  their  nature,  and  extenfive  in  their  operations. 
I  do  nol^  continued  Mr.  Fox,  afcribc  tliis  fcarcity  folely  to  the  war,.- 
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pernicious  as  it  has  been  in  its  effeSts ;  I  admit  even  that  partof  tiie 
caufes  to  which  it  may  be  traced,  may  be  connected  with  a  certain 
ftate  of  profpcrity  of  the  country.  The  war  certainly  has  had  a  moft 
decided  effect,  fo  far  as  it  has  tended  to  increafe  the  confumptioHy 
to  diminifh  the  produdion,  and  to  preclude  the  poflTibility  of  obtain- 
ing fuppliesy  which  mi^t  have  been  drawn  from  other  quarters* 
But  if  there  are  other  circumftances  which  have  operated  along  with 
thofe  arifing  from  the  war,  if  the  evil  has  proceeded  fiom  many  and 
complicated  caufes,  nothing  can  be  more  mifchievous  than  that  fort 
of  inveftigatiort  to  which  the  Committee  are  now  called,  than  to  af- 
cribe  it  folely  to  one  caufe.  It  is  this  error  againft  which  I  would 
mod  pointedly  wiih  to  warn  the  Committete  in  condu£ting  their  in- 
quiries. If,  from  a  miftaken  view  of  the  fubje<^,  they  ihould  be 
led  to  apply  a  remedy  merely  to  a  (ingle  caufe,  in(\ead  of  producing 
that  good  which  is  the  obje£l  of  die  difcuflion,  they  might  thereby 
only  give  additional  weight  and  force  to  the  other  caufes,  which  have 
been  inftrumental  in  bringing  about  the  evil.  There  are  fome  other 
particulars,  on  which  the  right  honourable  gentleman  touched,  to 
which  I  (hall  (hortly  advert.  He  adniitted,  that  the  declaration  of 
an  intention  to  continue  the  prohibition  on  the  diililleries,  beyond 
the  period  now  fixed  by  the  a£t,  might  have  fome  effcA  in  lowering 
the  price  of  provifions ;  but  feemed  to  have  fome  hefitation,  whether 
it  would  be  expedient  or  nece(raiy,  to  adopt  fuch  a  mcafure.  Un- 
doubtedly, if  the  meafure  i^  not  intended  to  be  adopted,  no  declara- 
tion ought  to  be  made.  But  the  objection  of  the  right  honpurable 
gentleman  feemed  to  be,  that  the  continuance  of  the  prohibition  would 
have  the  effcd  of  leiTcning  thereven^e.  I  certainly  (hould  confider, 
whatever  was  fo  lo<k  to  the  revenue,  as  well  gained  to  the  countiy, 
in  point  of  the  indq(h'y.and  morals  of  its  inhabitants.  Beddes,  if 
this  prohibition  (hould  occalion  an  increafcd  importation  of  foreign 
fpirits,  the  revenue  would  gain  from  the  additional  duty  on  thefe, 
with  lefs  danger  to  that  clafs  of  the  community,  whofe  labours  and 
whofe  virtues  form  the  (Irength  and  fecurity  of  the  State.  To  pn>- 
te&  their  ioduffay,  and  to  guard  their  morals,  is  the  (irfi  duty  of  a 
Statefman,  and  the  bed  intere(l  of  a  nation.  Narrow-fighted,  io^ 
deBd,  and  pernicious  would  be  the  policy  of  the  Minider,  who  fought 
to  draw  the  fources  of  lus  revenue  from  their  difTipation  and  intem- 
perance, from  the  relaxation  of  their  habits,  and  the  debafement  o^ 
their  charader.  I  therefore  can  fee  no  reafon  why  the  prohibition 
on  the  diftilleries  ought  not  to  be  continued,  and,  thinking  as  I  do 
on  the  fubje£t,  the  policy  is  obvious,  of  announcing  that  intention 
as  fpeedily  as  poiTible.  An  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Lechmere) 
threw  out  fome  ideas  with  refped  to  the  ftate  of  agriculture.     I  do 
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not  quefticm  tiie  accuracf  of  his  information  ;  .mueh  of  what  he 
I  hi^ly  apjMDved.  But  though  I  admitted  the  fadls  which  he  has 
fhted,  as  wdi  a<  the  exigence  of  the  ciiitSy  I  cannot  agree  with  him 
as  to  the  pioprietf  of  reforting  to  any  fyfton  of  coercion  by  way  of 
remedy.  I  doubt  wliether  fucb  ^  remedy  could  be  efiedbsd ;  I  fear 
it  might  increafe  the  evil.  Scope  mud  always  be  left  to  the  exertioAs 
of  induftry ;— attempt  to  fetter,  and  you  always  deftroy  them.  The 
proprietor  moft  be  allowed  to  let  his  land,  the  fanner  to  oondu£t  his 
bofineis,  and  to  bring  his  grain  to  market,  in  the  way  which  they 
find  moft  convenient  for  their  own  intereft.  I  mud  confefs,  that  in 
inveffigating  die  fubje£t,  I  have  found,  fome  of  my  own  friends,  to 
whoTe  authority  I  pay  great  deference,  who  thouglit  that  the  ftate  of 
the  ooontry  required  coercive  meafures  to  be  adopted.  I,  however, 
have  ncf  been  able  to  coincide  with  them  in  this  opinion.  And, 
firft,  I  would  remade  that  the  date  of  a  country  which  calls  for  fuch 
meafures,  muit  be  one  nearly  approaching  to  that  of  a  famine.  Even 
then  their  effcA  could  only  be  temporary,  and  extorted  by  the  exi- 
gence of  the  moment ;  they  might  laft  perhaps  for  a  week  or  a  month, 
bat  then  they  muft  neoefllariiy  ceafe.  But  I  objefi  to  them,  not. 
roerdy  bocaufc  diey  are  inefficient,  but  becaufe  they  are  in  thenifel ves ' 
wrong,  inoonfiftent  with  thUt  juft  and  liberal  protection  wl^ich  ou^t 
tobe  afibrded  to  induifay,  and  with  that  wife  and  found  policy  which 
heft  fecures  the  interefb  of  the  Public,  by  keeping  up  a  fpirit  of  com- 
petinon  in  the  maiket. 

I  have  laid  thus  much,  not  for  the  purpofe  of  marking  any  dif- 

agrcement  of  opinion  with  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  but  in 

order  to  fhew  the  fpirit  with  which  I  wiih  to  enter  into  thcilaufe, 

and  the  neceflity  I  feel  of  putting  our  (boulders  to  the  taflc  impofed 

upon  us,  of  attending  to  the  alarming  call  of  the  prefent  crilis,  and 

devifif^  the  beft  meafures  to  afibrd  the  mod  fpeedy  relief  to  this 

great  and  national  calamity.     Above  all,  I  wifh  again  to  call  your 

attention  to  what  I  before  ui^ed,  that  it  is  not  to  any  fingle  caufe 

TOO  are  to  look  for  the  fource  of  an  evil  fo  gradual  in  its  progrefs, 

and  fo  extenfive  in  its  operation,  which  has  now  been  growing  up 

for  a  confiderable  length  of  time,  and  has  at  lad  arrived  at  fuch  a 

height,    as  no  longer  to  brook  any  delay  in  the  difcudion.    The 

gnidual  progrefs  of  this  evil  has  given  rife  to  a  variety  of  fpecula- 

tions.     There  are  fome  who  think  tfiat  the  price  of  labour  has  not 

1^  pace  with  the  increafed  mte  of  provifions.     I  am  afraid  that 

this  (Ufpioportion  too  much  takes  place  in  almod  all. the  counties  of 

England,  and  that  while  provifions  have  been  rapidly  riling  to  an 

morottms  and  unexamined  rate,   labour  has  by  tio  moans  received 

>n  tufsal  advanee  of  price.     It  is  indeed  a  tt^itoicholy  and  atarming 

Vol.  XLIII.  L 
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h&f  that  the  great  .majority  of  the  people  of  En^and,  an  enor- 
mous and  dreadful  majority,  are  no  longer  in  a  fituation  in  ivhich 
they  boall  that  they  live  by  the  produce  of  their  labour,  and  that  it 
does  r^olarly  happen  that,  during  the  prelTure  of  evei^  inclement 
ieafon,  the  induftrtous  poor  are  obliged  to  depend  for  fbbfiilence  on 
the  fupplics  afforded  by  the  charity  of  the  rich :  a  charity,   I  have 
no  doubt,  actuated  by  a  proper  fpirit  of  generoiity,  but  of  whldi  in 
times  like  the  prefent,  even,  prudence  may  render  the  exercife  ad- 
vifeable.     I  agree  in  opinion  with  thofe,  who,  from  this  vievir  of 
the  fubjcdl,  think  that  the  price  of  labour  ought  to  be  advanced,  and 
the  great  majori^  of  the  people  of  England,  freed  from  a  precarious 
and  degrading  dependence.     But  I  much  quefHon  whether  any 
oompulfory  or  coercive  meafures  ought  to  be  adopted  for  this  pur- 
pofe.     Difapproving,  as  I  do,  in  ev^ry  inftance,  of  coercion,  ex- 
cepting where  it  is  called  for  by  the  laft  neccflity,  and  juftified  by 
the  occaiion  which  gives  it  birth,  I  wifh  this  ncceffary  and  falutary 
meaiiire,  of  advancing  the  wages,  to  proceed,  rather  from  the  juf- 
tice  and  humanitjr  of  the  gentlemen  in  the  different  counties,  than 
from  the  obligation  of  a  legiflative  a<Et.     I  recommend  to  all  thofe 
who  have  influence  from  their  fituation  in  the  country,  to  counte- 
nance it  by  their  example.     At  the  fame  time  I  greatly  fear  that  no 
alteration  can  take  place  in  the  prefent  circumAances  fo  material  as 
completely  to  do  away  the  evil.    I'he  difproportion  is  fo  immenfe, 
that  I  fear  it  will  be  found  impoffible  either  to  raife  the  price  of  la- 
bour to  the  rate  of  provifions,  or  to  lower  the  rate  of  provifions,  fo 
•8  to  meet  the  price  of  labour.    In  this  point  of  view,  I  deeply  re* 
gret  the  continuance  of  tbefe  hardihips,  which  are  already  but  too 
fenfibly  fdt  by  the  lower  claffes  of  the  community.     At  the  fame 
time  I  anticipate  the  mod  beneficial  confequences  from  the  investi- 
gation about  to  be  inftituted  in  the  Committee.     \  truft  that  the 
information  colle£led  by  them  from  different  quarters  will  be  found 
applicable    to   much    pradical    utility,    and  productive  of   the 
mod  (^afonable  relief.  .  I  have  purpofely  avoided  introducing  poli- 
tics into  the  prefent  difcuffion,  whatever  opiiuoos  I  may  have  as  to 
the  influence  which  polidcal  events,    or  the  conduA  of  Miniftcrs 
may  have  had  in  producing  the  evil  we  deplore  from  my  anxiety  to 
confine  my  remarks  to  that  one  objeA,  which  fo  forcibly  preiTes 
upon  our  attention,  and  fo  loudly  calls  for  relief.     There  is  no  one 
point  on  which  I  materially  differ  from  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
man except  as  to  the  continuance  of  the  prohibition  on  the  dtftillo- 
ries^  a  mcafurc  to  which  I  fco  no  one  foUd  obje£lion  \  and  which, 
in  ever)'  point  of  view,  I  regard  as  highly  advifeable.     I  hav^  only 
a|^  to  r^at  my  admonition  to  the  Cominittee)  diat.tfaey  will  nol 
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feficr  tbemfidves  to  be  iniikd  as  fo  the  objed  of  their  inquif ies,  by 
an  attempt  lo  trace  to  any  (ingle  caufe,  an  evil  fo  complicated 'and 
cxtenfivc;  that  they  will  diveft  thcmfelyes  of  previous  opinions,  and 
petty  paitialicies  ;  that  they  will  go  into  the  inveftigationi  imprefled 
with  die  magnitude  of  the  objeAsy  difpofcd  to  iift  it  to  the  bottom, 
and  to  orifeA  information  from  every  quarter,  and  difpofed  to  pro« 
vide  a  lemedy,  not  from  the  fuggeftions  of  a  paltry  expediency,  or 
a  temporary  pdicy,  but  from  a  broad,  enlarged,  and  comprehcnfive 
view  of  the  principles  conncded  with  the  difcuflion. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  he  felt  the  higheft  degree  of 
iatisfidion  from  the  Speech  which  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
had  jud  delivered :  on  all  the  leading  points  of  this  important  quef- 
tttjn  his  opinions  cmncided  completely  with  the  right  honourable  gen- 
ticman ;  and  be  had  his  hearty  thanks  for  the  clear  and  liberal  man- 
ner in  which  he  had  esqxreiTed  his  fentiments  upon  the  dilFerent 
views  of  die  fubjcft.  He  allowed,  that  the  caufes  of  the  fcarcity 
were  various  and  complicated,  and  in  proportion  as  they  were,  the 
fubject  reqmrcd  the  moft  ferious  and  minute  inveftigation.  He 
thought  the  fcarcity  of  wheat  was  one  caufe  in  a  greater  degree  than 
the  ri^t  honourable  gentleman  imagined,  although  the  deficiency  of 
the  crop  was  certainty  not  the  fole  caufe.  He  agreed  that  there  had 
been  great  plenty  of  pafture,  but  that  had,  he  believed,  been  one 
caufe  of  another  fcarcity,  he  meant  of  butcher's  meat,  for  it  had 
ifvJuced  die  graziers  to  buy  up  larger  number^  of  cattle  than  they 
ochcrwifc  would  have  done,  which  they  were  afterwards  obliged  to 
iend  to  market,  but  inftead  of  being  fattened,  they  were  fent  lean 
to  market ;  and  though  the  numbers  might  be  greater,  from  that 
circumftance  they  yielded  a  leifer  quantity  of  real  food.  He  argued 
to  a  certain  extent  that  the.war,  while  it.  continued,  tended  as  one^ 
caufe  of  the  fcarcity ;  but  remarked,  that  the  war  in  which  we  were 
immediately  involved,  was  lefs  the  caufe  of  fcarcity  than  the  general 
fute  of  waHkre  which  prevailed  over  all  Europe,  and  which  it  wai 
not  in  our  power  to  have  prevented ;  and  this  he  muft  confider 
as  having  a  very  material  tSoA  on  producing,  that  fcarcity  which  hai 
been  fo  feverely.felt.  The  right  honourable  gendeman  had  truly 
£ud  that  there  were  many  circumftances  not  inconfiAent  with  th^ 
profpertty  of  the  country,  which  contributed  to  the  rife  of  provt* 
&X13.  There  certainly  were,  aud  even  the  opulence  itfelf  was 
cnc.  For  while  the  flouriihing  ctrcumHances  were  fuch  as  un** 
doabtedly  added  to  the  gcneralmafs  of  c(  mmeicial  riches  and  na- 
tional wealth,  it  muft  be  evident  that  luxury  in  all  the  ranks  of 
life,  from  competency  rifing  to  affluence,  muft  have  increafed  very 
hrgely,  and  muft  operate  for  a  time,  as  one  of  the  caufes  added  to 
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the  othars  of  the  prefent  fcarcity,  s^s  the  improvements  in  aigri<:ul- 
tare  had  not  kept  pace  with  thvs  profperity  in  other  refpeSs.     In 
all  that  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  faid,  there  was  no  ar» 
gument  in  which  he  agreed  with  him  more  cordially  than  what  he 
had  faid  s^inft  laying  on  reftridlions  upon  parties  in  the  difpofal  of 
dicir  property  in  any  way  which  feemed  moft  to  their  advantage, 
or  was  mod  likely  to  reward  their^nduftry ;   and  he  was  equally 
clear,  that  it  would  be  an  improper  interference  of  the  Legiflature 
to  lay  down  any  precife  law  or  rules  for  the  conduct  of  thofe  moil 
particularly  interefted  in  the  produce  of  grain.     It  was  this  he  had 
partici:ilarly  in  view  when  he  had  dated  that,  however  impatient  the 
Houfe  might  feel  to  remedy,  in  the  mod  (jpeedy  manner,  a  tempo- 
rary grievance,  'which  had  operated  very  feverely  upon  all  defcrip- 
tiohs  of  people,  but  neceflarily  moft  parttctdarly  fo  upon  the  poor, 
who  formed  the  grcateft  part  of  the  community,  yet  he  had  warned 
them  to  be  extremely  cautious  and  well  infonncd  before  they  adopted 
any  fpecific  proportion  for  fo  complicated  an  evil,  le(l«^they  (hoiild 
bring  on  a  greater,  by  any  ra(h  interference  that  might  eventually 
be  produdive  of  ferious  and  dangerous  confequcnces  to  the  agricul- 
tural and  commercial  interefts  of  the  country—  an  eSe&  dudioufly 
to  be  guarded  ag^ind.     On  the  fubjeA  of  altering  the  aflize  of 
bread,  he  did  not  differ  from  the  right  honourable  goitleman  in  his 
general  reafoning ;   but,  for  the  reafons  he  had  given,  it  was  im- 
poffible  that  difierent  kinds  of  bread  could  be  made  by  the  bakers, 
in  any  beneficial  way  for  the  public,  unlefs  regulations  were  adopted 
incompatible  with  the  laws  now  in  force.     There  was  another 
thing  dated  by  the  right  honourable  gentleman  well  worthy  of  atten- 
tion, «and  in  which  he  likewife  agreed  mod  decidedly :    it  was, 
'  that,  whild  we  adc^ed  meafures  to  encreafe  the  quantity,  we  tRight 
Co  take  care  that  the  quality  was  equally  nutritious*     Unlefs  this 
could  be  done,  the  change  would  certainly  be  for  the  worfe,  and 
hll  heavily  on  the  poor,  whom  it  was  mod  their  widi  to  relieve ; 
the  confumption  of  bread  amongd  the  rich  being,  as  the  right  honour- 
able gentleman  had  very  wifely  remarked,  but  a  fmall  part  of  their 
fuftenance.    What  he  had  in  view,  therefore, .  was,  to  increafe  the 
quantity  of  bread,  of  a  quality  equally  nutritive,  and  at  the  fame 
time  to  leflTen  the  quantity  of  flour  confumed  in  bread  at  prefent, 
and  this  he  had  reafon  to  think  might  be  efFe<S^ed.     As  to  other 
means,  he  repeated  what  he  had  faid  refpeding  the  making  of  dardi» 
and  had  reafon  to  think  that  ingredients  might  be  ufed  in  that  ma- 
nufiuSiure,  which  never  had  been  ufed  as  human  food :  with  regard 
to  the  dopping  of  the  didillery,  he  was  obliged  in  candour  to  agree 
with  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  and  that  the  defalcation^  if  any 


Nov.  2.]  DEBATES.  '  T?? 

Aould  take  pbce  in  the  revenue,  would  be  no  loTs  or  confiderationy 
If  it  produced  the  beneficial  eflleds  defer ibed  by  the  right  honourable 
j2cntkman;  for  if,  by  diminilbing  the  ufe  of  Britifh  fpirits,  in- 
duftry  would  be  promoted,  the  country  would  gain  an  acccilion  of 
ibength  as  wdl  as  of  revenue*  '  With*  regard  to  what  had  been 
ikid  of  the  revenue  bdng  compenfated  by  the  duties  on  the  impor- 
tation of  foreign  fpirits,  he  could  not  now  fpeak  decidedly,  perhaps 
it  m^t  open  a  door  for  fmuggling ;  but  being  a  matter  of  doubts 
It  cenainly,  in  all  its  points,  was  a  fubjedl  worthy  of  the  mod  (e-^ 
rious  attention.  Upon  the  whole,  acquiefcing  in  the  idea  of  the 
ri^u  honourable  gentleman,  he  believed  it  might  be  a  great  (atis- 
ta^on,  tliat  the  country  fliould  know  without  delay  that  it  was  in 
the  contemplation  of  Government  to  take  this  ftep ;  and  that  the 
Government,  taking  into  their  confidcration  the  exiAing  pieiTure 
of  h  heavy  a  grievance  upon  the  lower  order  of  people,  as  one 
means  of  alleviating  their  diffarcfs,  had  reiblved  to  continue  the 
fiopps^  ofyibc  diftiileiy  for  another  year,  the  prefent  bill  expirii^ 
in  Fdxuary  neitt. 

Mr.  HUSSEY  rofe  to  ftate,  that  it  was  his  intention  to  have 
taiken  the  fenfe  of  the  Committee,  on  the  fubjedl  of  putting  a  far* 
(her  fiop  to  the  malt  diftillery,  had  he  not  received  fatisfaiSlion  from 
the  declaration  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman. 

Sir  JOHN  SINCLAIR,  conceived  the  object  of  the  Committee 
ibould  b^  not  ohly  to  provide,  as  mudi  as  poflible,  for  the  prefent 
fcarcity,  but  to  prevent,  as  far  as  the  wifdom  of  the  Legiflatuiv 
could  forefee,  a  return  of  fimilar  inconveniences.  There  was  one 
part  of  the  bufinefs  which  occupied  the  attention  of  the  Committee 
that  deferved  particular  notice  %  he  meant  that  which  related  to 
puttir^  a  {fop  to  the  diftillcries.  If  fuch  a  meafure  was  neceffary, 
the  earlifi  notice  poffible  (hould  be  given  of  fuch  prohibition,  as 
many  perfons  had  embarked  laige  capitals  in  that  bufinefs,  who 
fbould  have  every  fair  and  candid  indulgence.  He  was  of  opinion, 
confidcring  difiilleries  in  a  national  point  of  view,  as  hr  as  they  re- 
garded the  revenues  of  the  country,  that  even  a  partial  fufpenfijn 
might  be  unneceiTary,  provide  the  dijlillers  were  prohibited  (rotn 
cxtraAing  fpirits  from  any  but  foreign  grain.  It  was,  at  all  events, 
proper  that  ^gentlemen  engaged  in  this  branch  of  bufinefs,  (hould 
know  bow  £ar  the  prohibition  had  received  the  ian£tion  of  Parlia- 
ment.  , 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  profeffed  that  he  differed  materially  from 
the  honourable  Baronet.  He  was  firmly  perfuaded  that  there  fbould 
be  no  exception  in  favour  of  foreign  grain.  It  was  a  felf-cvidcnt 
piopofitien,  that  whatever  tended  to  the  confumption  of  any  fubiU-- 
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tute  for  grain,  operated  to  extend  the  fcaTxrity ;  and  if  the  policy  of 
the  law  fufpended  diftillation,  when  fuch  a  mcafure  was  calculated 
for  the  general  interefts  of  the  country,  there  was  no  man,  or  body 
of  men,  who  could  in  juftice  complain  of  oppreflion. 

Mr.  HUSSEY  obferved,  that  potatoes  particularly  (hould  be 
exempted  jfrom  diftiUation,  as  one  of  the  moft  valuable  fubftitutes 
fw  bread. 

Mr.  CUR  WEN  aflured  the  Committee,  that  there  was  a  great 
inequality  in  the  prefent  harveft.  He  was  of  opinion,  that  com 
ihould  not  be  drawn  from  one  county  to  diftrefs  another,  as  was  at 
prefent  cuftomary.  He  complained  that  there  was  no  legal  r^ula- 
tion  for  the  price  of  bread,  with  rcfpeA  to  the  price  of  flour,  as  in 
the  cafe  of  com.  The  public,  in  this  particular,  were  in  the 
power  of  the  Mini(ler  and  his  employer,  and  this  was  a  fubjeA 
that  required  the  moft  ferious  attention  of  the  Committee.— 
He  recommended  the  ufe  of  barley,  which  was  not  only 
wholefome,  but  palatable  and  nutritious,  and  conceived  it  higlily 
neceflary  that  labour  (hould  be  regulated  by  the  price  of  provifion^^ 
which  would  induce  landlords  not  to  let  their  grounds  at  high  and 
immoderate  rents. 

General  SMITH  faid,  he  felt  great  confolation  to  find  a  bnfi- 
nefs  of  fuch  great  national  importance,  treated  with  fo  much  har-> 
mony  and  unanimity.  He  agreed  with  the  honourable  getitleman 
who  made  the  obfervation,  that  every  man  in  tlie  Houfc  fnould  pur 
his  fhoulders  to  the  queftion.  He  had  been  informed  that  Govern- 
ment had  employed  agsnts  to  buy  up  the  corn ;  he  had  convcrfed 
with  gentlemen  who  gave  credit  to  the  alfertion  ;  but  it  was  a  cir-r 
cumftance  that  he  could  fcarcely  beKcve.  On  this  (ubje6t,  he  con- 
ceived  it  his  duty  not  to  remain  filcnt,  as  he  widicd  to  give  Go- 
remment  an  opportunity  of  dilclaiming  the  rumour.  He  was  alfo 
sflured,  that  merchants  had  fent  their  veflels  to  different  parts  to 
procure  com,  but  were  obliged  to  leave  the  markets,  in  cunfequence 
of  the  agents  of  Government  having  bought  up  and  monopolized 
the  grain.  If  fuch  were  the  cafe,  it  was  very  detrimental  to  the 
fupply  of  the  country ;  no  man  (hould  be  fuffered  to  monopolize 
grain  of  foreign  growth — and  in  order  to  excite  competition  in  a 
commercial  point  of  view,  every  man  fhould  be  fuffered  to  ftart 
fair.  He  approved  of  the  prohibition  of  the  diftillcries  ;  and  con- 
cluded by  congratulating  the  Houfe  on  that  diilinguifhcd  unanimity 
of  fentiment  that  prcvailccJ,  which  could  not  fail  of  devifing  thofe 
means  that  would  be  of  ihe  ^^irearcft  benefit  to  the  poor,  and  pf , 
fignal  utility  to  the  coimtry. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  leplied  th  ^   '  '  within  thefc  few  daj's, 
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lie  bad  newer  heard  of  fuch  infinuatbns,  and  even  then  from  loofe 
nimoilr  only.  He  could  aflure  the  Houfe,  that  no  agents  had 
been  employed  by  Government  at  home,  and  the  only  grounds  for 
fudi  a  nimour  which  he  knew  of,  were  the  purchafes  made  for 
the  fupfdy  of  the  ufual  contrads,  which  fupplies,  the  contractors 
were  to  procure  in  any  way  they  thought  proper.  So  far  the  idea 
of  Government  agents  at  hcnne,  for  the  fake  of  monopoly,  was  def- 
citute  of  a  (hadow  of  foundation.  He  acknowledged,  that  agents 
bad  been  employed  to  fupply  our  markets  with  foreign  com,  but 
doubted,  at  the  £ime  time,  whether  diey  might  tend  to  check  the  fpe- 
culadons  of  individuals.  It  was  a  point  that  would  admit  of  much 
difcuflioa*  It  was  impolitic,  upon  general  principles  and  in  ordi- 
nary cafes,  he  confefTed,  to  interfere  with  individual  fpeculations  ; 
but  this  inftance  was  judiBed  by  the  peculiar  exigency  of  the  times, 
and  was  merely  put  in  pradice  to  bring  the  market  to  its  ufuai 
level.  On  this  occafion,  he  obferved,  that  individual  merchants 
had  not  to  contend  with  the  individual  merchants  of  foreign  coun- 
tries ;  foecaufe,  from  the  general  fcarcity  which  prevailed  in  Europe, 
French  agents  were  employed  to  obtain  fupplies  at  any  price,  who 
could  only  be  counteraded  by  the  agents  of  our  Government ;  and 
it  would  have  been  unfafc,  in  fuch  a  fituation,  to  have  relied  upon 
the  proceis  of  individual  exertions.  Beiides,  our  agents  had  an 
opportunity  of  procuring  a  fupply  when  merchants  were  unwilling 
to  run  the  riik,  being  apprchen(ive,  that  before  their  arrival,  the 
ports  might  be  fhut  againil  importation ;  or  that  fuch  fupplies 
might  be  obtained  as  would  difappoint  the  fuccefsof  their  adventure. 
Hence  the  merchants  were  in  great  uncertainty ;  though  he  retfc^- 
nifcd  the  general  principle  of  avoiding  any  interference  in  their 
tran(adions. 

General  SMITH  hoped  that  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
did  not  fufped  him  of  having  brought  forward  this  inquiry  as  a 
nutter  of  charge,  and  aiTured  him,  that  he  remained  perfe£ily  fa- 
tisfied  with  the  anfwer  he  had  given. 

Mr.  FOX  faid,  that  there  probably  might  be  peculiar  circura- 
fiances  in  the  fituation  of  the  country  laft  year,  which  juiiiBed 
Minifters  in  taking  extraordinary  meafures  to  meet  the  exigence  of 
the  crifis.  Into  the  detail  of  thefe  he  (hould  not  enter— it  would 
moie  properly  form  a  fubjtdt  of  difcufTion  in  the  Committee.  But, 
ftiil  be  could,  by  no  means,  approve  of  the  principles ;  and  he 
yet  retained  his  opinion,  that  the  market  would  have  been  better 
fopplied,  if  it  had  been  left  open  tq  the  fair  competiiionof  the 
merchants,  and  no  extraordinary  meafure  adopted.  7*he  fpirit  of 
cntcrprizc,  aad  the   natural   operation   of  indui^ry,  were  always 


8o  PARLIAMENTARY  [Commons- 

found  to  be  tthA  beneficial  in  their  confequience  to  the  public  ; 
whenever  they  were  attempted  to  be  checked,  or  any  unnatural  in- 
terference exerted;  the  refult  was  uniformly  found  to  be  bad^  and 
the  danger  of  all  fuch  interference  received  additional  confirmation. 
In  all  inftances,  he  believed,  experience  unequivocally  demon- 
ftrated  that  the  wifeft  and  fafefi  plan  would  be,  to  abftain  from 
checking  the  natural  courfe  of  the  market,  to  give  fall  fcope  to  the 
fpirit  of  competition,  and  leave  indufhy  to  operate  unfettered.  Of 
the  two  caufes  fuppofed  to  have  had  the  chief  influence  in  produ- 
cing the  fcarcity,  the  deficiency  of  the  late  harvefts,  and  the  war, 
he  was  of  opinion,  that  the  war  had  by  much  the  greateft  (hare. 
He  had  fiudtoufly  avoided  introducing  politics  into  the  prefent  dif- 
cuflion,  but  if  he  was  allowed  to  fpeculate  in  the  prefent  inftance, 
he  certainly  had  a  right  to  infer  that  the  war  had  been  more  indni- 
mental  in  producing  a  fcarcity  than  any  deficiency,  which  he  eon- 
tended  to  have  been  by  no  means  fo  great  as  had  been  rcprefented. 
In  anfwer  to  this,  he  might  be  referred  to  the  argument  that 
Europe  was  engaged  in  almoft  a  general  warfere,  before  this  coun- 
try took  any  part  in  the  contcft,  and  confequcntly,  that  our  inter- 
ference could  but  in  a.fmall  degree  tend  to  augment  the  cala- 
mity. But,  if  fuch  an  aigument  could  be  urged,  he  had  only  to 
afk,  independently  of  the  efFcfts  produced  by  our  immediate  inter- 
ference, and  firom  wliich  we  were  in  the  firft  inftance  expofed  to 
fufiTer,  whether  if  Great  Britain  had  (hewn  a  difpofition  for  peace, 
it  would  not  have  done  much  to  have  paved  the  way  for  the  iame 
fentiments  in  other  countries  ;  and  not  only  to  have  fecured  traiw 
quillity  ainl  plenty  at  home,  but  to  have  re(l6red  the  bleflings  of 
a  general  peace  to  Europe  ? 

Sir  FRANCIS  BARING  obferved,  that  thirty-five  years  ago^ 
wheat  was  at  35.  6d.  the  bufhel,  and  then  the  adventurers  loft  by 
exportation.  England  was  a  mercantile  country,  he  obferved,  and 
the  population  fo  great,  that  (he  could  never  grow,  fufficient  grain 
for  her  confumption.  In  times  of  peace,  this  country  was  obliged 
to  import  a  large  quantity  of  grain.  Com  was  a  commodity  of  that 
'delicate  nature,  that  if  it  (hrunk  in  one  place,  the  whole  .wbuM  be 
aflleded,  and  general  difliculty  and  diftrcfs  would  enfue.— The  two 
countries  where  fcarcity  moft  prevailed,  were  Grreat  Britain  and 
France ;  and  if  a  fair  competition  was  fufFcrcd,  he  had  no  doubt 
of  our  having  a  fuflScient  quantity  of  corn  brought  to  our  aid.  As 
to  the  circumftance  of  Government  employing  agients,  that  certainly 
was  incompatible  with  the  general  principle  of  trade,  which  (hould 
Jbe  left  open  to  competition ;  but  fuch  was  the  nature  of  com,  that 
it  was  difficult  to  induce  the  merchants  to  deal  in  a  tommodity  c£ 
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(ttcb  extretne  delicacy,  for  if  cv<in  a  bounty  was  offered,  Vv  r.cn  they 
contjdcred  how  liable  it  was  to  pcrifti,  even  fuch  a  bouncy  would 
fcarccly  be  a  fuflkient  ftimulus  to  the  merchants  to  fupply  tlie 
markets* 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  offered  a  few  explanations  acrofs  the 
Cable,  on  the  fubjcct  of  the  .pjcnalties  to  be  provided  for  by  th^ 
acJs  in  agitation,  which,  he  laid,  were  intended  to  punilh  in  the 
event  of  ob(iru3ion  given  on  the  removal  of  corn  internally,  in  th^ 
lame  way  zs  had  been  formerly  provided  externally. 

After  which,  motions  were  made  for  fevcral  bills,  and  agreed  to 
by  the  Cornmittec. 

The  Houfe  being  refumed, 

Ordered  that  the  report  be  now  received* 

Mr.  RYDER  acc<irding«y  rcprted  from  the  faid  Committee, 
tfiat  he  was  direiSted  by  the  Committee  to  move  the  Houfe,  that  a 
SAcA  Committee  be  appointed  to  take  into  confideration  the  prefent 
hl^h  price  of  com,  and  to  collect  evidence  relative  thereto  ;  and  to 
report  the  fame,  as  it  (hall  appear  to  them,  to  the  Houfe,  with 
tlicir  obfervations.     Ordered. 

The  StfleA  Committee  was  then  appointed,  confifting  of  Meffrs. 
Ryder,  Pitt,  Fox,  Huffcy,  Lord  Sheffield,  Mr.  Plumer,  MclTrs. 
Coke,  Bramilon,  Bunburv,  and  Hohart. 

Mr.  RYDER  alfo  reported  from  the  faid  Committee  of  the 
whole  Houfe,  that  he  was  diredled  by  the  Committee  to  move  the 
H-^ufe,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  amending  the 
laws  rcfpc£ttng  the  price  and  affize  of  bread. — Ordered. 

That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  prohibit,  for  a  time  to 
be  limited,  the  making  of  ftarch  from  wheat  and  other  articles  of 
food,  and  for  lowering  the  duties  on  the  importation  of  (larch,  and 
of  other  articles  made  thereof. — Ordered. 

That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  continue,  for  a  farther 
time  to  be  limited,  an  act,  made  in  the  laft  feffion  of  Parliament, 
intituled,  **  An  ad  to  prohibit,  for  a  limited  time,  the  making  of 
"  low  wines  or  fpirits  from  wheat,  barley,  malt,  or  any  other  fort 
"  of  grain,  or  from  any  meal,  flour,  or  bran ;  and  for  permitting 
"  home-made  fpirits,  depofited  in  the  warehoufes  for  exjwrtation, 
"  to  be  taken  out  for  home  confumption,  on  payment  of  duty," 
^-Ordered. 

Mr.  HUSSEY  moved,  that  it  be  an  inftru£Hon  to  the  gentlemen 
apjrinted  to  bring  in  the  bill  refpccling  the  diftiUeries,  to  provide 
^inft  the  diftillation  of  potatoes.— Ordered. 

Mr.  Ryder  likewife  reported  from  the  faid  Committee,  that  he 
va$  diieAed  bv  the  Committee  to  move  the  Houfe,  That  leave  be 
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given  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  prevent  ob(hii6lions  to  the  free  paflage  of 
grajn,  dind  of  other  provifions  within  the  kingdom. 

Mr.  FOX  faid,  that  this  undoubtedly  was  a  mod  impBrt^nt  ob- 
jcGtf  but  he  had  conceived  that  there  were  law^  already  exifting  to 
prevent  any  obllrudions  that  might  take  place  to  the  free  paflage  of 
grain.  He  conceived  nothing  to  be  fo  beneficial^  as  to  fecure  a 
complete  and  free  circulation  of  the  commodity.  He  remarked, 
that  the  way  in  which  all  wars,  and  this  cfpecially,  operated  to  pro- 
duce'a  fcarcity,  was  not  only  by  producing  an  increafed  confumption, 
while  they  diminifhed  the  produce,  but  by  throwing  impediments 
in  the  way  of  the  free  paiTage  of  graih.  In  proportion  as  the  prc- 
fent  war  was  more  generally  fprcad,  die  evil  was  more  fevercly  felt. 
In  proof  of  his  aflertion,  he  appealed  to  that  fcareity  approaching 
almoft  to  famine,  which  had  not  only  been  partially  experienced  in 
this  country,  but  which  had  prevailed  in  other  quarters  with  dill 
greater  rigour,  and  had  ravaged  almoft  the  whole  of  the  globe. 

Mr.  Chancellor  "PITT  faid,  that  the  queftion  to  be  confidcred 
was,  Whether  the  fpecific  penalties  were  fiifficicnt  to  prevent  vio- 
lent and  illeg-al  obftruflions  ?  and  as  they  had  not  been  generally 
undcrftood,  this  bill  was  meant  to  explain  and  enforce  them. 

Mr.  JODDRELL  related,  that  at  Oxford,  at  the  time  when 
the  Judge  was  coming  into  the  town,  there  was  a  riot,  in  confe- 
quence  of  the  interception  of  fomc  corn  on  the  canal,  which  runs 
from  Abingdon  to  Oxford.  The  people  vho  intercepted  it  were 
liable  to  adlions,  which  were  not  entered  againft  them,  becaufe 
fome  doubts  were  entertained  upon  the  right  even  of  internal  tran- 
fportation. 

The  motions  being  all  carried  nem,  con.  the  Houfe  adjourned. 

• 

IVedneJdayy  J^h  Novejnber. 

% 

Mr.  RYDER  moved  a  Committee  of  the  Houfe,  to  refumc 
the  inquiry  relative  to  the  high  prices  of  grain  on  Tuefday  next. 

Lord  SHEFFIELD,  miftaking  ihe  Committee  of  the  whole 

Houfe,  for  the  Seleft  one  on  this  bufinefs,   urged  the  necefTity  of 

immediate  inveffigation ;  but,  being  fet  right  by  Mr.  Ryder,  cx- 

prcfled  himfelf  fatisfied.     Upon  which  the  motion  was  oidercd 

accordingly. 

Mr.  HUSSEY  informed  the  Houfe,  that  he  intended  on  a  fu- 
ture day  to  move  for  allowing  a  bounty  on  the  importation  of  corn. 

Mr.  Secretajy  DUNDAS  prrfentcd  the  Treaties  of  Defetifivc 
Alliance  with  the  Emprefs  of  RufTia  and  Elmperor  of  Germanr ;  ^ 
alfo  the  Treaty  of  Navigation  and  Commerce  with  the  United 
States  of  America. 
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Treaty  ef  Defenpve  Alliance^    between  his  Britannic  Majefiy  and  the 
Emperor  of  Germany.    Signed  at  Vienna ^  the  2  oth  of  May^  1795- 

HIS.Majcfty  tb«  Emperor,  and  His  Majefty  the  King  of  Great  Britain, 
being  defirous  to  renew  aqd  to  cement  the  ancient  relations  of  friendfliip 
iind  iDtimacy  between  their  crowns  and  their  refpe^f^ive  dominion?,  as 
uell  as  to  provide,  in  a  folid  and  permanent  manner,  for  their  future 
(afet^,  and  for  the  general  tranquillity  of  Europe,  have  determined,  in 
conicquence  of  tbefc  falutary  views,  to  proceed  to  the  conclufion  of  a 
new  Treaty  of  Alliance  j  and  they  have  nominated  for  that  purpofe,  viz. 
His  Mdjcfty  the  Emperor  his  adual  Privy  Councillor  and  Mini fler  for 
f  ircign  affairs.  Baron  de  Thufi;ut,  Commander  of  the  Order  of  ^x,  Ste- 
phen, and  His  Majelly  the  Kin^  of  Great  Britain  Sir  Morton  Eden, 
one  of  His  Majelly's  Privy  Councillors,  Knight  of  the  Bath,  Envoy 
F^xtraordinary  and  Minifter  Plenipotentiary  of  his  faid  IMajefty  at  the 
Coun  of  Vienna  :  who,  after  having  communic  itcd  to  each  other  their 
Tcfpc^ivc  full  powers,  have  agreed  upon  the  following  articles. 

An.  1.  There  fliall  be  between  his  Imperial  Majclly  and  his  Britan- 
/lic  Majefiy,  their  heirs  and  fucceffors,  and  between  all  the  jcfpciftive 
dooiinions,  provinces  and  fubje6\s  of  their  faid  Majeilies,  a  perfect  and 
fincercgood  underllanding,  friendfliipand  defenfive  alliance.  The  high 
ccnfra^ing  parties  (hall  ufe  all  their  endeavours  for  the  maintenance  of 
their  common  iiiterefls,  and  (hall  employ  all  the  means  in  their  pow6r 
to  defend  and  guaranty  each  other  mutually  agaiud  every  hoitile  ng- 
grcflion. 

Art.  H.  The  hinh  contracting  parries  (liall  z^  in  perfect  concert  in 
every  thing  which  relates  to  the  re-eftu'^lifliment  and  to  the  maintenance 
-of  general  pearc  ;  and  they  Ihall  employ  all  their  etlbrts  i©  prevent,  by 
lilt  means  of  friendly  negociation,  the  atticks  with  which  they  may  be 
threatened,  either  feparately  or  conjointly. 

Art.  ni.  In  cafe  either  of  the  l\igh  contra(fling  parties  (hould  be  at- 
tacked, molefled  or  difturbed  in  the  poflTellion  of  its  dominioas,  territo- 
ries or  cities  whatfocver,  or  in  the  exercife  of  its  rights,  liberti?s  or  frau» 
chifes  whcrefoever,  and  without  any  exception,  the  other  will  exert 
all  its  endeavoui^  to  fuccou  fits  ally  without  delay,  and  in  the  manner 
herein  if rcr  mentioned. 

Art.  IV.  Their  Imperial  and  Britannic  Majef^ics  reciprocally  e^ua- 
ranty  to  each  other,  and  in  the  moft  exprefs  manner,  all  their  domini- 
ons, territories,  cities,  rights,  and  liberties  franchifcs  whatfocver, 
fuch  as  they  at  prefent  poflcfs,  and  fuch  as  they  (ball  podtTs  at  the  con- 
ciufjon  of  a  general  peace,  made  by  their  common  agreement  and  con- 
ftcf,  in  conformity  to  their  mutual  engagements  in  that  refpcct  in  the 
Convention  of  the  30th  of  Aug u ft,  1793.  And  the  cafe  of  this  Defen- 
live  Alliance  (hall  cxift  from  the  moment  whenever  cither  of  the  high 
contracting  parties  fliall  be  difturbed,  moleftedor  difquieted  in  the  peace- 
able enjoyment  of  its  dominions,  territories,  cities,,  rights,  liberties  or 
traochifes  whatfocver,  according  ta  the  ftate  of  actual  poflblTion,  and 
according  to  the  {late  of  poiTefliou  which  fhall  exift  at  the  above-meii- 
tioncd  epoch.  ' 

Art.  V.  The  fuccours  to  be  mutually  furniflicd,  in  virtue  of  this 
treaty,  fliall  conflft  in  twenty  thoufand  infantry,  and  fiK  thoufand  ca- 
valry,  which  ftiall  be  furniflied  in  the  (pace  of  two  months  after  requifi- 
tioQ  Blade  by  the- party  attacked>  and  fhall  continue  co  be  at  its  dilpofi- 

Ma 
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tuni  during  the  whole  courfe  of  the  war  In  which  it  fiull  be  cnj^nc^cd. 
Thefe  fuccour.  (I'.Ml  be  p.iid  and  ir.innuincd  by  die  power Vcquir--'^, 
wLi-rcver  its  ally  {\\Al  employ  them  ;  but  the  pjwci  roquirli)!^  i\\.i\\ 
provide  them  with  the  ucccil*Ary  bread  and  i'orage  upon  tlu.  lame  foonng 
with  its  own  noops.  ' 

If  the  party  requiring  prefers,  it  may  demarid  tht*  fiiccciin  to  V?  hi;  ^ 
niflied  in  money  ;  and  m  that  cafe  the  fuccoufs  (li.iil  hr  C(Vi)p  d  at  \\ic 
f  jllowing  rate,  that  is  to  fay  :  ten  thoufand  Dutch  floiiu-  lu.  >  'h,  f.v 

^vcry  thoufand  infantry,  and  thirty  thoufand  Dutch  fior.  •  i.Huh 
for  every  thoufand  cavalry.  And  this  money  fliall  be  paid  i..  .  Iv,  lu 
equal  portions,  throughout  the  whole  yeiir. 

If  thcfc  fuccoura  fliould  not  fufficc  for  the  defence  of  the  .uaver  *r- 

ing,  the  other  party  (liall  augment  them  according  as  the  uccafioi.  '*  il 
require,  and  fliall  even  fuccour  its  ally  with  its  whole  forces,  it  e 
circumflances  (hould  render  it  ncceffary. 

Art.  VI.  It  is  agreed  that,  in  confidcration  of  the  intimate  alliance, 
cdabliflicd  by  this  treaty  bctw^cen  the  two  crowns,  neither  the  one  nor 
the  other  of  the  high  contra£ting  parties  fliall  permit  the  vcfle»s  or  mer- 
chandize belonging  to  its  ally,  or  to  ihc  people  or  fubje<^s  of  its  ally, 
And  which  (hill  have  been  taken  at  fca  by  any  (liips  of  war  or  privatcc  rs 
whaifoevcr,  brlon!:;;inG:  to  enemies  or  rebels,  to  be  brought  into  its  'h  ir- 
bours;  nor  any  fliip  of  war  or  pii^arccr  to  he  therein  armed,  in  my  caic 
or  under  any  pretext  whatfoever,  in  order  to  ciui/.c  agaiail  the  fliips  and 
property  of  !uch  ally,  or  of  hi >  fubjccls  ;  nor  that  there  be  conveyed  hy 
tts  fubject,  or  in  their  fliips,  to  the  enemies  of  Its  i.Hy,  any  provifimif, 
or  military  or  naval  llores.  For  thefe  ends,  as  often  as  it  fliall*  be  required 
hy  .either  of  the  allies,  the  other  fliall  be  bound  to  renew  cxprefs  proht- 
T)itions;  ordering  all  pcrfoos  to  conform  themfelves  to  this  article,  upoti 
pjia  of 'exemplary  punifhmcnt,  in  addition  to  the  full  reftitution  and  fa- 
t.sfatTtion  to  be  made  to  the  injured  parties. 

Art.  VII.  If,  notwithflandinsj  the  prohibitions  and  penalties  above- 
mentioned,  any  veifels  of  enemies  or  rebels  fiiould  bring  into  the  ports 
of  either  of  the  high  contradling  paftioi  any  prizes  taken  from  the  other, 
or  from  its  fubjefls,  the  former  fliall  oblige  them  to  quit  its  ports  in  the 
fpacc  of  twenty-four  hours  after  their  arrival,  upon  pain  of  feizurc  aod 
confifcatlon ;  and  the  crews  and  paflcngers,  or  other  prifoners,  fubjeiSts 
of  its  aKy,  who  fliall  have  been  brought  into  the  falil  ports,  fliall,  im- 
mediately after  their  arrival,  be  rcrtored  to  their  full  liberty,  with  their 
fli'ip  and  merchandize,  without  any  delay  or  exception.  And  if  any 
vclftl  whatfbcvtr,  after  having  been  a.mcd  or  equipped,  wholly  or  par- 
tially, in  the  ports  of  either  ot  the  aides,  fliouM  be  employed  in  taking 
,  prizes,  or  in  committing  hoftilitics  againft  the  fubjtdls  of  the  other,  fuch 
v<.fre],  in  cafe  of  its  returning  into  the  laid  ports,  fliallj  at  the  rcquifi* 
lion  of  the  injured  parties,  be  feizcd  and  confircated  for  their  benefit. 

The  high  contracting  parties  do  not  intend  that  the  flipulations  in 
thefe  two  articles  fliould  derogate  from  the  execution  of  anterior  treaties 
SiLlually  exilling  with  other  powers  ;  the  high  contiading  parlies  not  be- 
ing, however,  at  liberty  to  form  new  engagements  hereafter  to  the  pre- 
judice of  the  faid  flipulations. 

Art.  VIII.  Their  Imperial  and  Britannic  Majeflies  engage  to  ratify 
the  prcfent  Treaty  of  Alliance,  and  the  ratifications  thereof  fliall  be  ex- 
changed in  the  fpacc  of  fix  weeks,  or  fooner  if  it  can  be  done. 

In  wunefs  whereof,  we  the  underfigncd,  being  furniflied  with  the  full 
powers  ot  their  Imperial  and  Britannic  Majeflies,  have  figned  the  prefen}; 
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trnry  io  clieir  aames,  and  have  caukd  tbe  feals  of  our  arms  to  be  affixed 
thereto. 

Done  at  Vienna,  the  twentieth  day  of  May,  in  the 
year  ono  thourahd  fcvcii  huhdrcd  and  ninety-iivc. 

(L.  S.)    Le  Baion  DE  Thdgut.      (L.  S.)     Morton  Edi-n. 

SEP  AH  ATE  ARTICLE. 

I, 

IN"  ofe  the  cftablifhmenr,  in  general  limited,  of  the  land  forces  oT 
O-v.'t  Brlr^t'ii  (hould  not  pt-rmit  hii  Britannic  Mrfjerty  to  fOriiirn,  witlnn 
ihi*  term  fj^.'i-iii.d,  the  r«'CC'Mir  in  men  Hipulatcd  by  the  Vth  ai  ji'.l-:  of 
{':,'.  jiffjint  Tjc;,cv  of  Miiuncc,  an  I  that  cor  Irqucntly  his  ImpcrMl  yid- 
jt'.v  uiyuld  I'-  Lil.lii^i-d  to  fupply  tlvU  fucco.ir  by  an  cijiial  number  '}f 
o:ii  T  fro  y-,  t.>  be  taken  into  his  pay,  the  conn^iencc  which  the  Knipc- 
rnr  rep/' 5  in  the  frienddiip  and  cquny  of  the  Kincf  of  Groat  Britain 
I'jvcs  h-m  no  n>o!n  todoubtbut  tb:»r  Wu  Britannic  MajelU' will  readily  in'.uit 
him  aa  i  idemnification  for  the  dllRrencc,  which,  accortiing  to  a  j  ilt  va- 
luiii  n  ,1:  the  rime,  flw!)  cxift  between  the  expenccs  of  the  taking  irito 
y.y  and  fublillence  of  thofe  troop*;,  and  the  ellimatc  in  Dutch  'florins, 
wiich,  in  order  to  avoid  every  dtlay  of  difcuflion,  has  been  adopted  in 
tn  .b'>ve- mentioned  Vth  article,  in  ccmformlty  to  the  eftimatc  contained 
17.  'T^zlcnt  treaties. 

TuU  fc;  ..r  te  article,  making  p.irt  of  the  Treaty  of  Alliance,  finned 
*^':s  '.\2y  ir.  t.tc  name  of  their  Imperial  and  Britannic  Majeflies  fliall  ha\'e 
x\  r  (-.^vrx  f  >rce  and  validity  as  if  it  were  infertcd  word  for  word  in  the 
Li^l  Trejty  of  Alliance. 

In  wimefs  whereof,  we  the  nnderfigned,  being furniflicd  with  the  full 
p'-v.crs  of  their  imperial  and  Britannic  Majefties,  have,  in  rheir  names, 
i  ,'nji  the  prcfent  fcparatc  article,  and  have  caufcd  the  feals  of  our  arms 
lu  be  ailixed  thereto. 

Done  at  Vienna,  the  twentieth  of  May,  in  the 
year  one  tboufand  feven  hundred  aod  ninety-five. 

(L.  S.)     Le  Baron  deThugut.     (L.  S.)    Morton  Eden. 

SEPARATE  ARTICLE. 

Their  Imperial  and  Britannic  *Majefiies  fhall  concert  together  upon  the 
invitation  to  he  given  to  her  Imperial  MajeUy  of  all  the  Ruffias,  in  order 
to  form,  by  the  union  of  the  three  courts,  in  confequence  of  the  intimate 
conncdioni  which  exill  already  between  them,  a  fyftem  of  triple  alliance, 
proper  for  the  re^eflahlifhment  and  maiateaauce  in  future  of  peace  and 
genera]  tranquillity  in  Europe. 

This  article  ihail  have  the  fame  force  as  if  it!  were  infertcd  in  the  pre- 
fcnt  treaty. 

In  witnefs  whereof,  wc  the  under%ned,  being  furnifhed  with*  the 
full  powers  of  their  Imperial  and  Britannic  Majeflies,  have,  in  their 
oamcs,  figned  the  prefent  feparace  article,  and  have  caufed  the  feals  of 
our  arms  to  be  afiijced  thereto. 

Done  at  Vienna,  the  twentieth  of  May,  in  the  year 
one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  ninety-five. 

(ii.  S.)  Le  Baron  de  Thugut/  (L.  S.)  Morton  Eden. 
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''   Treaty  of  Defenfive  Alliance  between  His  Brifemnic  Majefiy  and  the 
Eniprefs  ofRu£ia,      Signed  at  Petcrjburghy  the  I  %th  of  February^ 

^795* 

In  the  Name  of  the  mo{b  Holy  Trinity, 

HIS  Britannic  Majefty,  and  Her  Majefty  the  Emprefs  of  all  the  Roffas, 
animated  with  a  delire  equally  dncere  to  ilrengthf  n  more  and  more  the 
tics  of  friendihip  and  good  ntiderftand,  which  fo  happily  fubfift  between 
them  and  their  rer[>eftive  Monarchies,  have  thought  that  nothing  would 
more  cfRidlually  contribute  to  this  falutary  end»  than  the  conclufion  of  a 
l^Fcaty  of  Defenfive  Alliance,  concerning  which  they  (hould  occupy  then*- 
felvcs  ibrthwithy  and  which  (hould  have  for  bafis  the  itipulations  of  iimi- 
kr  Txeaues,  wluch  have  alreadv  been  hertoforc  concluded,  and  have 
made  the  obje<^s  of  the  mod  intinaate  Aiivion  between  the  two  Empires. 
For  this  purpofe  their  faid  Majeftics  have  named  for  their  Plenipotenti. 
aries»  that  is  to  fay»  His  Britannic  Majcfty,  the  Sieur  Charles  Whit- 
worth,  His  Envoy  Extraordinary  and  Miniiler  Plenipotentiary  to  Her 
Imperial  Majefty  of  all  the  Ruflias,  Knight  of  the  Order  of  the  Bath  ;  and 
Her  Imperial  Majefty  of  all  the  Ruflias,  the  Sieur  John  Connt  Oltcrman, 
kcr  Vice  Chancellor,  aftual  Privy  Pouncillor,  Senator  and  Knight  of  the 
Orders  of  St.  Andrew,  of  St.  Alexander  Newlky,  Great  Crofs  of  that  of 
St.  Vladimir  <)f  the  firft  Clafs  of  St.  Anne  ;  the  Sieur  Alexander  Count  of 
Bezborodko*  her  Great  Mafter  of  the  Cotort,.'aftual  Privy  Councillor, 
Diredor  General  of  the  Pofts,  and  Knight  of  the  Orders  of  St.  Andrew, 
ofSt.  Alexander  Newlky,  and  Great  Crofs  of  that  of  St,  Vladimir  of  the 
firft  ClaG;  and  the  Sieur  Arcadi  de  Morcoff,  Privy  Councillor,  Mem- 
ber of  the  College  of  Foreign  Affairs,  Knight  of  the  Order  of  St.  Alex- 
ander Newlky,  and  Great  Crofs  of  that  of  St.  Vladimir  of  the  firft  Clafs: 
Who,  after  having  mutually  exchanged  their  full  powers,  found  to  be  in 
good  and  due  form,  have  agreed  upon  the  following  Articles. 

Art.  I.  There  fhall  be  a  iincere  and  cdnftant  friendOiip  between  Tlis 
Britannic  Majefty  and  Her  Majefty  the  Emprefs  of  all  tl.e  Ruflias,  their 
heirs  and  fucceflbrs,  and,  in  confequcnce  of  this  intimate  union,  the 
hig!^  contracting  parties  (hall  liave  nothing  more  ftrohgly  at  heart  than  to 
^^romote  by  all  pofiible  means  their  mutual  interefts,  to  aveit  from  each 
other  whatever  might  caufe  them  any  nnjury,  damage  or  prejudice,  and 
to  roaiatain  themfclves  reciprocally  in  the  undifturV>ed  poffefiion  of  their 
dominions,  rights,  commerce  and  prerogatives  whaifoever,  by  guaran- 
teeing reciprocally  for  this  pur|X)ie  all  their  countries,  dominions  and 
poOeiiiops,  as  well  fuch  as  they  a^uuUy  poftefs,  as  thofe  which  they  may 
^acquire  by  treaty. 

Art.  II.  If,  notwithftanding  the  efforts  which  they  ftiall  employ  by 

~    common  confent  in  order  to  obtain  this  end,  it  ftiould  nevertheleis  happen 

that  one  of  them  (hould  be  attacked  by  fea  or  land,  the  other  (hall  tur- 

ri(h  him,  immediately  on  the  rcquifition  being  made,  the  fuccoun  ftipu- 

lated  by  tlw  following  Articles  of  this  Treaty. 

Art.  III.  His  Britannic  Majefty  and  Her  Imperial  Majefty  of  all  the 
Ruflias  ctebre,  however,  that  in  contrafting  the  prefent  alliance,  their 
intention  is  by  no  means  to  give  offence  thereby,  or  to  injure  any  one, 
but  that  their  fole  intention  is  to  provide  by  thefe  engagements  for  their 
reciprocal  advantage  and  fecunty,  as  well  as  for  the  rc-eftabliftimcpt  of 
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peice,  and  for  the  maiBtenftnce  of  the  general  tranquinity  of  EurepSt  and 
abort  all  that  of  the  North. 

Art.  IV.  As  the  two  high  contraw^ing  parties  profefs  the  fame  deftre  to 
render  to  each  other  their  mutual  fuccours  as  advantageous  as  poiGble» 
ar.d  as  the  oaiural  force  of  Ruliia  confifts  in  land  troops,  whillt  Great  . 
Britain  can  principally  furni(h  (hips  of  war,  it  is  agreed  upon,  that  if 
His  Britannic  Majefly  Ihould  be  attacked  or-  dtfturbed  by  any  other 
)>ju'er,  and  in  whatever  manner  it  might  be,  in  the  pofleifion  of  bis 
djmitdoM  and  provinces,  fo  that  he  (hould  think  it  neccflary  to  require 
the  aiEftance  ol  his  ally.  Her  Imperial  Majefty  of  all  the  Rutfias  (hall  fend 
him  imiKdiatdy  ten  thoufand  infantry  and  twD  thoufand  horfe.  If,  on 
the  ether  hand.  Her  Imperial  Majedy  of  all  the  Ru(fias  (hould  find  her- 
fdf  attacked  or  difturbed  by  any  other  power,  and  in  whatever  manner 
ic  may  be,  in  the  poffclHon  of  her  dominions  and  provinces,  fo  that  (he 
{hoald  think  it  nece(fary  to  require  the  afliftance  of  her  ally.  His  Bri- 
uiitik  Mjjedy  (hall  fend  her  forthwith  a  fquadron  of  twdve  (hips  of  war 
ar^I  of  the  line,  carrying  (even  hundred  and  eight  guns,  according  to  the 
f  )Uoxing  Hit :  tviro  (hip  of  feventy-four  guns,  making  together  one  hua- 
drod  and  forty-eight  guns,  and  the  crews  nine  hundred  ai\d  fixty  men  ; 
Hi  fhips  of  fixty  guns,  making  360  guns,  and  the  crews  two  thoufand  four 
huDdicd  men  ;  fonr  (hips  of  fifty  guns,  making  two  hundred  guns,  and  the 
crews  twelve  hundred  men.  In  the  whole  twelve  (hips,  feven  hundred  and 
eight  guns,  and  the  crews  four  thdufand  five  hundred  and  fixtv  men.  This 
fquadron  (hall  be  properly  equipped  and  armed  for  war.  The(e  iuccours  (hall 
he  refpe^vely  fent  to  the  places  which  (hall  be  fpecified  by  the  requiring 
party,  and  (hall  remain  at  his  free  difpofal  as  long  as  hoftilities  (hall  hfi-. 

Art.  V.  But  if  the  nature  of  the  attack  were  fuch,  as  that  the  party 
attacked  (hould  .tDt  fincf  it  to  his  intereft  to  demand  the  effedive  fuc* 
cours,  fuch  as  they  have  been  ftipulated  for  in  th>:  preceding  article,  in 
that  cafe  the  two  high  contracting  powers  have  refolved  to  change  the 
(il  ]  fuccour  into  a  pecuniary  fubfidy ;  that  is  to  fay,  if  His  Britannic 
Mjjdty  ihould  be  attacked,  and  (hould  prefer  pecuniary  fuccours.  Her 
Imperial  MajeAy  of  all  the  Ruflias,  after  the  requifition  having  been  prc- 
viouily  made,  ihall  pay  to  him  the  fum  of  five  hundred  thouund  roubles 
r:2riy,  during  the  whole  continuance  of  hoftilities,  to  ailid  him  to  fup- 
rirt  the  expences  of  the  war;  and  if  Her  Imperial  Majcfty  of  all  the 
RnHias  (hould  be  attacked,  arid  (hould  prefer  pecuniary  fuccours.  His 
Pruannic  Majcfty  (hall  furnifli  her  with  the  fame  fum  yearly,  as  long 
2i  hoftilities  (hall  laft. 

Art.  VI.  If  the  party  required,  after  having  fumiihod  the  fuccour 
ftipulated  in  the  fourth  article  of  this  treaty,  (hould  be  himftlf  attacked, 
fo  as  tJ  put  him  thereby  under  neceffity  of  recalling  his  troops  for  his 
own  fafety,  he  (hall  be  at  liberty  to  do  fo  after  having  informed  the  re- 
q>]iring  party  thereof  two  months  beforehan«».  In  like  manner,  if  the 
p.^rty  required  were  himfelf  at  war  at  the  time  of  the  rcquifiton,  fo  that 
he  (hould  be  obliged  to  retain  near  himfelf,  for  his  own  proper  fecurity 
and  defence,  the  forces  which  he  is  bound  to  furniih  to  his  ally  in  virtue 
of  this  treaty ;  in  fuch  cafe  the  party  required  (hall  be  difpenfed  from 
farniihine  the  faid  fuccour  fo'  long  as  the  faid  neceflity  (hall  laft. 

Art.  vll.  llie  Ruffian  auxiliary  troops  (hall  be  provided  with  field  artil- 
i^'v,  anmunition  and  every  thing  of  which  they  may  (land  in  need  in 
p  v>p  trtion  to  their  number.  They  (hall  be  paid  and  recruited  annually 
* '  the  requiring  court.  With  regard  to  the  ordinary  rations  and  por- 
tions of  provifioos  and  forage,'  as  well  as  quarters,  they  (lull  be  furni(b» 
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tA  to  thfcm  hy  the  requinng  courtj  the  whole  on  the  footing  upon  which 
his,  own  troops  are  or  (hall  b^  maintained  in  the  held  or  in  quarters. 

Art.  VIII.  In  cafe  the  faid  Ru^n auxiliary  troops  requiv^  by  His  Bri- 
tannic Majefty  (hould  be  obliged  to  march  by  land ,  and  to  uaverfe  the 
dominions  of  any  other  powers,  His  Britannic  Majefly  (haU  nfe  hisea- 
deavoufs  jointly  with  Her  Imperial  Majefty  of  all  the  Ruflias  to  obtain 
for  them  a  free  palTage,  and  fhall  fup^^ly  them  on  their  march  with  the 
necefTary  provifions-  and  forage  in  the  manner  ftipolatcd  in  the  preceding 
article ;  and  when  they  (hnll  have  to  crofs  the  /ea.  His  Britannic  Ma- 
jefty (hall  take  upon  himfelf  either  to  tranfport  tliem  in  bis  own  (hips,  or 
to  defray  tfie  expences  of  their  pafT^ge  ;  the  fame  is  alfo  to  be  underftood 
as  well  with  regard  to  the  rac raits  which  Her  Imperial  Majefty  will  be 
obliged  to  fend  to  her  troops,  as  rcfpefting  their  return  to  Ruffia  when- 
ever they  (hall  either  be  fcnt  back  by  His  Britannic  Majefty  or  recalled 
by  Her  Imperial  Majefty  of  all  the  Ruifias  for  her  own  defence,  accord- 
ing to  article  VI.  of  this  treaty.  It  is  farther  agreed  upon,  that,  in  cafe 
of  recalling  or  fending  back  the  faid  troops,  an  adequate  convoy  of  ftiips 
of  war  (hall  e(cort  them  for  their  fecurity. 

Art.  IX.  The  commanding  pificer,  whether  of  tho  auxiliary  troops  of 
Her  Imperial  Majefty  of  all  the  Ruftias,  or  of  the  fouadron  which  His 
Britannic  Majefty  is  to  furniih  Ruffia  with,  (hall  Iceep  the  command 
which  has  been  intrufted  to  him  ;  but  the  command  in  chief  (hall  belong 
moft  certainly  to  him  whom  the  requiring  party  (hall  appoiiu  for  that 
purpofe ;  under  the  reftri^ion  however  that  notliing  of  importance  (hall 
be  undertaken  that  (hall  not  have  been  beforehand  regulated  and  deter> 
mined  upon  in  a  council  of  war,  in  the  prefence  of  the  general  and  com- 
manding officers  of  the  party  required. 

Art.  A.  And,  in  order  to  prevent  all  difput*3  about  rank,  the  requi- 
ring party  (hall  give  due  notice  of  the  officer  to  whom  he  will  give  the 
command  in  chief,  whether  of  a  fleet  or  of  Land  forces  ;  to  the  end  that 
the  party  rjcquired  may  regulate  in  confequcnce  the  rank  of  him  who  ftiall 
have  to  command  the  auxiliary  troops  or  ftiips. 

Art.  XI.  Moreover,  thcfc  auxiliary  forces  ftiall  have  their  own  chap- 
I«iins,  and  the  entirely  free  exercife  of  their  religion,  and  ft\all  not  be 
judged  in  whatever  appertains  to  military  fervice,  otherwife  than  accord- 
ing to  the  laws  and  articles  of  war  of  their  own  Sovereign.  It  (hall  like- 
wife  be  permitted  for  the  general  and  the  reft  of  the  auxiliary  forces  to 
keep  up  a  free  correfpondcnce  with  their  country,  as  well  by  letters  as 
expreiles. 

Art.  XII.  The  auxiliary  forces  on  both  fides  ftiall  be  kept  together  as 
much  as  poftible ;  and  in  order  to  avoid  their  being  fubje^ed  to  greater 
fatigufe  than  the  others,  and  to  the  end  that  there  may  be  in  every  expe- 
dition aiid  operation  a  perfect  equality,  the  commander  in  chief  (hall  be 
bound  to  obferve  on  every  occalion  a  juft  proportion,  according  to  the 
force  ef  the  whole  fleet  or  army. 

Art.  XJIII.  The  fquadrnn  which  His  Britannic  Majefty  is  to  furnifh 
by  virtue  of  this  alHaiicc,  ftiall  be  admitted  into  all  the  ports  of  Her  Im- 
perial Majefty  of  all  the  RulFias,  where  it  (hall  experience  the  moft  ami- 
cable treatment,  and  ftiall  be  provideil  with  every  thing  which  it  may 
ftanci  in  need  of,  on  paying  the  fame  price  as  the  ftiips  of  Her  Imperial 
Majefty  of  all  the  Ruliias  ;  and  the  faid  f(juadron  ftiall  be  allowed  to  re- 
turn every  year  to  the  ports  of  Great  Britain,  as  foon  as  the  feafon  will 
no  longer  permit  it  to  keep  the  fea  ;  but  it  is  formally  and  from  this 
time  forward  ftipulatcd,  that  this  fquadron  iball.xeturn  every  year  to 
the  Baltic  Sea  about  the  beginning  of  the  month  of  May«  not  to  quit  it 
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igaitt  before  the  month  of  Odlober^  and  that  as  often  as  the  exigency  of 
the  treaty  (hall  require  it. 

Art,  XIV,  The  requiring  party,  in  claiming  the  fuccoars  (lipulated 
b)'  this  treaty,  (hall  point  out  at  the  fame  time  to  the  required  party,  the 
plate  where  he  ihall  wifh  that  it  may»  in  the  firft  inftance,  repair ;  ^and 
the  faid  requiring  party  Ihall  be  at  liberty  to  make  ufe  of  the  faid 
fuccoor  durmg  the  whole  time  it  (hall  be  continued  to  him,  in  fuch  man- 
ner and  at  fuch  places  as  he  (hall  judge  to  be  mod  fuitable^for  his  fervice 
againft  the  agrcflor. 

Art.  XV.  The  conditions  of  this  treaty  of  alliance  ihall  not  be  appli* 
cable  to  the  wars  which  mny  ariie  between  Her  Imperial  Majefty  of  all 
the  Rof&as  and  the  powers  and  people  of  Afia,  rcfpeding  whom  Hia 
firirannic  Majdty  (hall  be  difpenfed  with  from  furnifhingthe  fuccours 
fhpalatcd  by  the  prefent  treaty  ;  excepting  in  tlie  cafe  of  an  attack  made 
by  any  European  power  againil  the  nghts  and  pofleflions  of  Her  Imperial 
Maje^y,  in  whatever  part  of  the  world  it  may  be.  As  alfo,  on  the  other 
hand,  Her  Imperial  Majcfty  of  all  the  Ruflias  (hall  not  be  bound  to  furnifh 
the  iuccours  itipulated  by  this  fame  treaty  in  any  cafe  whatever,  excep- 
ting chat  of  an  attack  made  by  any  European  power  againd  the  rights  and 
pofleJions  of  His  Britannic  Majefty  in  whatever  part  of  the  world  it. 
may  be. 

Art.  XVI.  It  has  been  in  like  manner  agreed  upon,  that,  confidering 
the  g^atdiftance  of  places,  the  troops  which  Her  Imperial  Majcfty  of  au 
the  KuiTias  will  have  to  furnifh  by  virtue  of  this  alliance,  for  the  defence 
of  His  Britannic  Majefty,  (hall  not  be  fent  to  Spain,  Portugal  or  Italy, 
and  ftill  Icfs  out  of  Europe. 

Art.  XVIi.  If  the  fuccours  ftipulated  in  the  fourth  article  of  this  treaty 
Ihould  not  be  fufficient,  in  that  cafe  the  contrading  parties  referve  to 
tberofclves  to  make  a  farther  provifion  between  themfelves  with  refpedl 
to  the  additional  fuccours  whi^h  they  (hould  give  to  each  other. 

Art.  XVIII.  The  requiring  party  ihall  make  neither  peace  nor  truce 
with  the  common  enemy,  without  mcluding  -the  reouired  party,  to  the 
r.d  that  the  latter  may  not  fufter  any  injury  in  confequence  of  the  fuc- 
cours he  (hall  have  given  to  his  ally.  ' 

Art.  XIX.  The  prefent  defenfivc  alliance  (hall  in  no  way  derogate  from 
the  irearies  and  alliances  which  the  high  contra^ing  parties  may  have 
uith  other  powers,  inafmuch  as  the  faid  treaties  (hall  not  be  contrary  to 
this,  nor  to  the  friendlhip  and  good  underftanding  which  they  are  refolved  * 
conftantly  to  keep  up  between  them. 

Art.  XX.  If  any  power  would  accede  to  this  prefent  alliance,  their  faid 
Ntajeftics  have  agreed  to  concert  together  upon  the  admi(fion  of  fuch 
puwer. 

Art.  XXI.  The  two  high  contradUng  parties,  deiiring  mutually  and 
with  eageraefs  to  ftrengthen  and  to  con(olidate  as  much  as  poftible  the 
friendlhtp  and  union  already  happily  fubfifting  between  thein,  and  to  pro- 
ttit  and  extend  the  commerce  between  their  refpedive  fubjeds,  promife 
to  proceed,  without  delay,  to  the  forming  of  a  definitive  arrangement  of 
commerce. 

Art.  XXII.  As  circumftances  may  make  it  neceifary  to  make  fome 
change  in  the  claufes  of  the  prefent  treaty,  the  high  contfading  parties 
ha/e  thought  proper  to  fix  the  duration  of  it  to  eight  years,  counting  from 
the  day  of  exchanging  the  ratifications  :  but  before  the  expiration  of  the 
d^thyear,  it  (hall  be  renewed  according  to  exifting  circumltances. 
Art.  XXm.  The  prefent  treaty  of  amance  (hall  be  ratified^  and  tfa« 
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ratifications  exchanged  here,  and  in  the  fpace  of  two  months,  or  fooncr  if 
it  can  bz  done.  / 

In  witnefs  whereof  the  above-mentioned  Minifters  Pknipotcntiary  on 
both  flies  have  figned  the  prefent  treaty,  and  have  thereunto  affixed  the 
feal  of  their  arms. 

Done  at  St.  Peterfburgh,  fcvcn  to  the  eighteenth  of  February,  one  thou- 
fand  feven  hundred  and  ninty-five. 

(L.  S.)  Charlhs  Whitworth,     (L.  S.)'  Cte  Jean  d'Ostbrmak. 

(L.  S.)    Alexandre    C^te    ds 

^  Bezborodko. 
(L.  S.)  Arcadi  de  Morcoff. 

Treaty  of  Jmt/yy  Commerce  and  Navigation^  hetwstn  His  Britannic 
Majrjiy  and  the  I  hiiled  States  of  America*  Signed  at  Landm^ 
the  \Cjth  of  November y    1794. 

His  Majefty's  Ratification. 
GEORGE  R. 

GEORGE  the  Third,  by  the  grace  of  God,  King  of  Great  Britam, 
France  and  Ireland,  Defender  of  the  Fiilh,  Duke  of  Brim fwick  and  Lu- 
nenburgh,  Arch-Treafurer  and  Prince  Eledlor  of  the  Holy  Roman  E.-n- 
pirc,  &c.  To  all  and  fmgular  to  whom  thcfe  prefents  (hall  come,  greet- 
ing:  Whereas  our  right  trufty  ahd  well-beloved  CounfcUor,  William 
Wyr.dham»  Baron  GrcnviUc  of  Wotton,  our  principal  Secretary  of  State 
for  foreign  affairs,  &c.  &c.  did,  on  our  part,  together  with  the  plenipo- 
tentiary of  our  good  friends  the  United  Slates  of  America,  conclude  and 
lign  at  London,  on  the  nineteenth  day  of  November,  one  thoufand  (even 
hundred  and  ninety-four,  a  treaty  of  amity,  commerce  and  navigation 
between  us  and  our  fdid  eood  friends:  And  whereas  a  certain  additional 
article  has,  on  the  part  otthe  faid  United  States,  h^n  propofedto  be  an- 
nexed to  the  faid  treaty  as  a  part  thereof;  to  which  addition  we  are  wil- 
ling to  confent  \  the  faid  treaty  and  additional  article  b^ing  in  the  words 
following : 

His  Britannick  Majefty  and  the  United  States  of  America,  being  defirous, 
>  by  a  treaty  of  amity,  commerce  and  navigation,  to  terminate  their  dif- 
ferences in  fuch  a  manner  as,  without  reference  to  the  merits  of  their  re- 
fpe^ivc  corodaints  and  pretentions,  may  be  the  bed  calculated  to  produce 
mutual  fafis{ad\ion  and  good  underflanding ;  andalfo  to  regulate  the  com- 
merce  and  navigation  between  their  refpc*fiive  countries,  territories  and 
people,  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  render  the  fame  reciprocally  beneficial  and 
latisfaftory ;  they  have,  refpeiJlively,  named  their  plenipotentiaries,  and 
given  them  full  powers  to  treat  of  and  conclude  the  faid  treaty ;  that  is  to 
lay.  His  Britannic  Majefty  has"  named,  for  his  plenipotentiary,  the  Right 
Honourable  William  Wyndham,  Baron  Grenville  ot  Wotton,  one  of  His 
Majcfty's  Privy  Council,  and  His  Majefty  *s  Principal  Secretary  of  State 
for  foreign  affairs ;  and  the  prefident  of  the  faid  United  States,  by  and 
with  the  advice  and  confent  of  the  fenate  thereof,  hath  appointed  for  their 
plenipotentiary  the  Honourable  John  Jay,  Chief  Ju (lice  of  the  faid  United 
States,  and  their  Envoy  Extraordinary  to  His  Majedy,  who  have  agreed 
on  and  concluded  the  following  articles  :  , 

Art.  I.  There  fhall  be  a  firm,  inviolable,  and  univerfal  peace,  and  ai 
true  and  fiocere  iricadihlp  bctvveea  His  Biitaimic  Majefty^  his  heirs  and 
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fujccflbrs,  and  the  United  States  of  Aonerica  \  and  between  their  refpec- 
tivc  coantriesy  territories,  ciiies,  towns,  and  people^  of  ever/  degree, 
without  exception  of  pcrfons  or  places. 

Art.  II.  His  Majelly  will  witlidraw  all  his  troops  and  garrifons  from  all 
f'j\i%  and  places  within  the  boandar^'  lines  aligned  by  the  Treaty  of  Peace 
CO  tlic  Uoiccd  States.     This  evacuation  il^all  take  place  on  or  before  the 
tr^  day  of  June,  1796,  and  all  the  proper  meafures  (hall  in  the  interval 
Lc  taken  by  concert  between  the  Government  of  the  United  States  and 
His  Majcfty's  Governor-General  in  America,  for  fettling  the  previous 
zrrangemenu  which  may  be  neccffary  refpe<^ting  the  delivery  of  the  faid 
jKJtbT  The  United  States,  in  the  mean  time,  at  their  difcretion,  extend- 
ing their  Settlements  to  any  part  within  the  /aid  boundary  line,  except 
wiihin  the  precinfts  or  jurifdidion  of  any  of  the  faid  ports.     All  fettlers 
23 1  traders  within  the  precinds  or  jurifdidion  of  the  faid  ports  (hall  con- 
rinac  to  enjoy,  unmoleiied,  all  their  property  of  every  kind,  and  (hall  be 
protc'^red  therein ;  They  (hall  be  at  full  liberty  to  remain  there,  or  to  re- 
tnorc  viith  all  or  any  part  of  their  eflPeds ;  and  it  (hall  alfo  be  free  to  them 
to  llJl  their  lands,  houfes  or  efFefts,  or  to  retain  the  property  thereof,  at 
thtir  Jifcretion.     Such  of  them  as  (hall  continue  to  refide  within  the  faid 
boundary  lines  (hall  not  be  compelled  to  become  citizens  of  the  United 
^fjtcs,  or  to  take  any  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  Government  thereof,  but 
they  (hall  be  at  full  liberty  fy  to  do,  if  they  think  proper;  and  they  thall 
make  and  declare  their  election  within  one  year  after  the  evacuation  afore- 
faid.    And  all  perfons  who  (hall  continue  there  after  the  expiration  of  the 
faid  year,  without  having  declared  their  intention  of  remaining  fabje^ls 
of  His  Britannic  Majerty,  (hall  be  confidered  as  having  elected  to  become 
citizens  of  the  United  States. 

Art.  JIL  It  is  agreed,  that  it  (hall  at  all  times  be  free  to  His  Majerty's 
fiibjecls,  and  to  the  citizens  of  the  United  States,  and  alfo  to  the  Indians 
dAeUingon  either  (ide  of  the  faid  boundary  line,  freely  to  pafs  and  repafs* 
by  lajsd  or  inland  navigation,  into  the  refpedive  territories  and  countries 
of  the  two'  parties  on  the  continent  of  America,  (the  country  within  the 
h.-nits  df  the  Hudfon's  Bay  Company  only  excepted)  and  to  navigate  all 
(he  lakes,  rivers  atxd  waters  thereof,  and  freely  to  carry  on  trade  and  com- 
merce with  each  other.  But  it  is  underrtood,  that  this  article  docs  not 
ciicnd  to  the  admi(rion  of  veflfels  of  the  United  States  into  the  fea-poris, 
hjrbaurs,  bays  or  creeks  of  His  Majerty's  faid  territories ;  nor  intofuch 
parti  of  the  rivers  in  His  Majerty'sfaid  territories  as  are  between  the  mouth 
thereof  and  the  higheft  port  of  entry  from  the  fea,  except  in  fmall  veiTela 
trading  bona  fide  between  Montreal  and  Quebec,  under  fuch  regulations  as 
fhill  be  cftabliihed  to  prevent  the  poflibility  of  any  frauds  in  this  refj^ft ; 
nor  to  the  admiffion  of  Briti(h  veUsls  from  the  fea  into  the  rivers  oC  the 
Vnitcd  States,  beyond  the  higheft  ports  of' entry  for  ve(rtls  from  the  fea. 
The  River  MiffifEppi  (hall,  however,  according  to  the  Treaty  of  Pc^ce> 
bcentifely  open  to  both  parties;  and  it  is  farther  agreed,  that  all  (he ports 
aod  places  on  its  eaftem  fide,  to  which  -(bever  of  the  parties  bdonging, 
xnay  freely^ be  reforted  to,  and  ufcd  by  both  parties,  in  as  ample  a  manner 
ai  any  of  the  Atbntic  ports  or  places  of  the  United  States,  or  any  of  thp 
ports  or  places  of  His  Majefty  in  Great  Britain. 

All  ^oods  and  merchandize,  whofe  importation  into  His  Majcfty's  faid 
tcnitorics  in  America  (hall  not  be  entirely  prohibited,  may  freely,  for 
tHeporpofcs  of  coirimerce,  be  carried  into  the  fame,  in  the  manner  aforc- 
(aid,  by  the  citizens  of  the  United  States ;  and  fuch  goods  and  merchan- 
^  Ihall  be  fabjcft  to  no  hsghec  or  other  duties  than  would  be  payable  by 
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His  Majefty's  fubje6\s  on  the  importation  of  the  fame  from  Europe  into 
the  faid  territories.  And,  in  like  manner,  "all  goods  and  merchandize, 
whofe  importation  into  the  United  States  (hall  not  be  wholly  prohibited, 
may  freely,  for  the  purpofc  of  commerce,  be  carried  into  the  fame,  in 
the  manner  aforefaid,  by  His  Majefty's  fubjefts ;  and  fuch  goods  and 
merchandize  (hall  be  fubje^  to  no  higher  or  other  duties  than  would  be 
payable  by  the  citizens  of  the  United  Siatts  on  the  importation  of  the  fame, 
in  American  veifcls,  into  the  Atlantic  ports  of  the  faid  States.  And  all 
goods  not  prohibited  to  be  exported  from  the  faid  territories  rcfpef^ively, 
may,  in  like  manner,  be  carried  out  of  the  fame  by  the  two  parties  rc- 
fpedlively,  paying  duty  as  aforefaid. 

No  duty  of  entry  Ihai)  ever  be  levied,  by  either  party,  on  peltries 
brought  by  land  or  inland  navigation  into  the  laid  territories  refpedively  ; 
nor  (hall  the  Indians,  paflfing  or  repalTrng  with  their  own  proper  goods  and 
cfFefts,  of  whatever  nature,  pay  for  the  fame  any  import  or  duty  whair 
ever ;  but  goods  in  bales,  or  other  large  packages  unufual  among  Indians, 
ihall  not  be  confideredas  goods  belonging  bona  fide  to  Indians. 

No  higher  or  other  tolls  or  rates  of  ferriage  than  what  are  or  (hall  he 
payable  by  natives,  (hall  be  demanded  on  either  fide ;  and  no  duties  (hall 
DC  payable  on -any  goods  which  (hall  merely  be  carried  over  any  of  .the 
portages  or  carry ine-places  on  either  fide,  for  the  purpofe  of  being  imme- 
diaieiy  re-embarked  ana  carried  to  fome  other  place  or  places.  But  as  by 
this  ftipulation  it  is  only  meant  to  fecure  to  each  party  a  free  pa(ragc  acrofs 
the  portages  on  both  (ides,  it  is  agreed,  that  this  exemption  from  duty  (hall 
extend  only  to  fuch  goods  as  are  carried  in  the  ufual  and  Xxrtd  road  acrofs 
.  the  portage,  and  are  not  attempted  to  be  in  any  manner  fold  or  exchariged 
during  their  pa(rage  acrofs  the  fame  \  and  proper  regulations  may  be  ellab- 
liihed  to  prevent  the  poflibility  of  any  frauds  in  this  refpedt. 

As  this  article  is  intended  to  render,  rt\  a  great  degree,  the  local  ad- 
vantages of  each  party  common  to  both,  and  inereby  to  promote  a  difpo- 
fition  favourable  to  friend(hip  and  good  neighbourhood,  it  is  agreed,  that 
the  refpeftive  Governments  will  mutually  promote  this  amicable  inter* 
cour(c,  by  cau(ing  fpeedy  and  impartial  jufticc  to  be  done,  and  neceffary 
protedlion  to  be  extended  to  all  who  may  be  concerned  therein. 

Art.  IV.  Whereas  it  is  uncertain  whether  the  River  Mi flKTippi  extends 
fo  far  to  the  northward  -as  to  be  interfered  by  a  line  to  be  drawn  due  \Ve(t 
from  the  lake  of  the  woods,  in  the  manner  mentioned  in  the  Treaty  oJF 
I'cacc  between  His  Majefty  and  the  United  States ;  it  is  agreed,  thjit  mea- 
fures  (hall  be  taken,  in  concert  with  His  Majefty's  Government  in  Ame- 
rica, and  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  for  making  a  joint  fur- 
vey  of  the  faid  river  from  one  degree  of  latitude  below  the  falls  of  St.  An- 
thony,  to  the  principal  fourceorfources  of  the  faid  river,  and  alfo  of  the 
parts  adjacent  thereto;  and  that  if,  on  the  refult  of  fuch  furvey,  it  (hould 
appear  that  the  faid  river  would  not  be  interfered  by  fuch  a  line  as  is  above 
mentioned,  the  two  parties  will  thereupon  proceed,  by  amicable  ncgocia- 
tion,  to  regulate  the  boundary  line  in  that  quarter,  as' well  as  all  other 
points,  to  be  adjufted  between  the  faid  parties,  according  to  jufticc  and 
mutual  convenience,  and  in  conformity  to  the  intent  of  the  faid  treaty. 

Art,  V.  Whereas  doubts  have  arifen  what  river  \vas  trujy  inteiided  un- 
der the  name  6f  the  River  St.  Croix,  mentioned  in  the  faid  Treaty  of 
Peace,  and  forming  a  part  of  the  boundary  therein  defcribcd,  that  queftioii 
(hall  be  feferred  to  the  final  dccifioh  of  commiftibnerSf  to  be  appointed  ia 
the  following  manner,  viz. 
Ope  commiifioner  (hall  be  nam^  by  His  M^efty,  and  gne  by  the  pre- 
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ftdent  of  tb^ United  Stares,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  confent  of  the 
Senate  thereof,  and  the  (aid  two  commillioncrs  fliall  agree  on  the  choice 
ot  a  third ;  or,  if  they  cannot  (6  agree,  they  fliall  each  propofe  one  per- 
fon ;  and  of  the  two  names  (b  propofed,  one  fhall  be  drawn  by  lot  in  the 
prcfcncc  of  the  two  ori^^inal  commiflloncrs :  and  the  three  commiffionen 
fo  appointed  Iliall  he  fworn  impaninliy  to  examine  and  decide  the  faid 
qtieilion  according  to  fuch  evidence  as  ftiali  rcfpeftivcly  be  laid  before 
them  on  the  part  of  the  Britifli  Government  and  of  the  United  States. 
The  faid  commilHoners  (hall  meet  at  Halifax,  and  (hall  have  power  to 
adjourn  to  fuch  other  place  or  places  as  they  fliall  think  fit-  They  fliall 
have  power  to  appoint  a  Secretary,  and  to  employ  fuch  furveyors  or 
other  pcrfbns  as  they  fliall  judge  nccclFary ,  The  fliid  commilTioners  fliall, 
\»y  a  declaration  under  their'hands  and  feals,  decide  what  river  is  the  river 
Sr,  Croix  intended  by  the  treaty.  The  faid  declaration  fliall  contain  a 
deicription  9f  the  faid  river,  and  fliall  particularize  the  latitude  and  longi- 
tude of  its  mouth  and  of  its  fource.  Duplicates  of  this  declaration, 
and  of  the  flatemcnts  of  their  accounts,  and  of  the  journal  of  their  pro- 
ceedings, fliall  be  delivered  by  them  to  the  agent  of  His  Majcfty  and  to 
the  agent  of  the  United  States,  who  may  be  rcfpe6tivcly  appointed  and 
authorized  to  manage  the  buflnefs  on  behalf  of  the  refpe^ive  Govern- 
ments :  and  both  parties  agree  to  confider  fuch  dcciflon  as  final  and  con* 
ciufive,  fo  as  that  the  fame  fliall  never  thereafter  be  called  into  queftion, 
or  made  the  fubjedi  of  difputc  or  difl'crence  between  them. 

Art.  VI.  Whereas  it  is  alledged,  by  divers  Britifli  merchants,  and 
others  His  Majefly's  fubjCifts,  that  debts  to  a  confidcrable  amount, 
which  were  hcnajule  contra6ted  before  the  peace,  fHll  remain^owing  to 
them  by  citizens  or  Inhabitants  of  the  United  States,  and  that,  by  the 
openiHoQ  of  various  lawful  impediments  fincc  the  peace  not  only  the  full 
recovery  of  the  (aid  debts  has  been  delayed,  but  alfo  the  value  and  (ccu- 
riry  thereof  have  been,  in  fcveral  inlhmces,  impaired  and  lelTencd,  f9 
that,  by  the  ordinary  courfc  of  judicial  proceeding?,  the  Briti(h  creditors 
cmnot  now  obtain,  and  aiflually  have  and  receive  full  and  adequate  com- 
pcnf^ation  for  the  lo(res  and  damages  which  they  have  thereby  fuftained  ; 
It  if  aj^rccd,  that  in  all  fuch  cafes  where  full  compcnfution  for  fuch'loiTea 
and  d^niages  cannot,  for  whatever  reafon,  be  actually  obtained,  had  and 
received  by  the  faid  creditors  in  the  ordinary  courfe  of  juftice,  the  United 
States  will  make  full  and  complete  compcnfation  for  the  fame  to  the  faid 
creditors:  but  it  is  diftin(^ly  underflood  that  this  provifion  is  to  extend 
to  fuch  loflcs  only  as  have  been  occafioncd  by  the  lawfuL impediments 
aforefaid,  and  is  not  to  extend  to  loflcs  occafioncd  by  fuch  infolvcncy 
of  the  debtors,  or  other  caufes  as  would  equally  have  operated  to  pro- 
duce fuch  lofs  if  the  faid  impediments  had  not  exifled,  nor  to  fuch  lofTes 
or  damages  as  have  been  occafioncd  by  the  manifefl:  delay  or  negligence, 
or  wilful  omiflion,  of  the  claimant. 

For  the  purpofe  of  afcertaining  the  amount  of  any  fuch  lolTes  and  da- 
mages, five  commiffioners  fliall  be  appointed,,  and  authorized  to  meet  and 
acl  in  manner  following,  viz,  two  of  them  fliall  be  appointed  by  His 
Majcfly,  two  of  them  by  the  Pr efident  of  the  United  States,  by  and 
with  the  advice  and  confent  of  the  Senate  thereof,  and  the  fifth  by  the 
VDanimous'  voice  of  the  other  four ;  and  if  they  (hould  not  agree  in 
fuch  choice*  then  the  commiflioners  named  by  the  two  parties  (hall 
Tcfpc^ivcly  propofe  one  perfon,  and  of  the  two  names  fo  propofed 
one  (hall  be  drawn  by  lot  in  the  prelence  of  the  four  origiaal  commif- 
fiooers.  2 


94  PARLIAMENTARY  [Commons. 

\ 

Whep  the  five  cornmiffioners  ihus  appointed  (lull  firft  meet,  they  fliall, 
before  they  proceed  to  vic\  rcfpe6lively,  take  the  follow! n^j^arh  or  affir- 
inacion,  m  tb»  prefcnce  of  each  other,  which  oj^th  or  affirmarion  bein^ 
fo  taken  and  duly  attefted,  fliall  be  entered  on  the  record  of  their  pro- 
ceedingSy  viz.  1,  ^.  B.  one  of  the  comraiffioners  appointed  in  purfu- 
ancc  of  the  lixth  article  of  the  Treaty  of  Amity,  Commerce  and  Navi- 
gfttioo,  between  his  Britannic  Majcfh'  and  the  United  States  of  America, 
do  folcmnly  fwcar  or  affirm,  that  I  will  honcilly,  diligently,  impartially, 
and  carefully  examine,  t^nd,  to  the  bell  of  my  judgement,  according  to 
jufttce  and  equity,  decide  all  fuch  complaints  as  under  the  faid  article 
fliall  be  preferred  to  the  faid  commiflioncrs ;  and  that  I  will  forbear 
to  act  as  a  coxnmiilioner  in  any  cafe  in  which  I  may  be  pcrfonally 
inttireficd. 

Three  of  the  faid  comtpiflioncrs  fliall  conflitute  a  Board,  and  (hall 
have  power  to  do  any  a<^  appertaining  to  the  faid  commifiion,  provided 
that  one  of  the  commifJiouerj  named  on  each  fide,  and  the  filth  com!nif- 
fioncr  flikirbe  prelent;  and  all  decifions  fliall  be  made  by  the  majority 
sj:  the  voices  of  the  commiflioners  then  prefcnt.  Eighteen  months  from 
til'.-  day  on  which  the  faid  commilfioners  fliall  form  a  Board,  and  be  ready- 
to  proceed  to  bufmcfs,  are  aflisrned  for  receiving  complaints  and  appli- 
editions;  but  they  are  neverthelefs  authorized  in  any  particular  cafes,  iii 
Vvhidi  it  (hall  appear  to  them  to  be  reafonable  and  juft,  to  extend  the 
faivl  term  of  eighteen  months,  for  any  term  not  exceeding  (ix  months, 
lifter  ihc  cjipir^tiun  thereof.  The  faid  commifGoners  fhall  firfl  meet  at 
Philadelphia;  but  they  jfhalLhave  power  to  adjourn  from  place  to  place 
as  they  fliall  fee  caufe. 

The  faid  commifTioncrs,  in  examining  the  complaints  and  applications 
foprcfcrixd  to  them,  are  empowered  and  required,  in  purfuauce  of  the- 
true  inieni  and  meiming  of  this  article,  to  take  into  their  conuderation 
9II  claifps,  whether  of  principal  or  interefl,  or  balances  of  principal  and 
iniereft,  and  to  determine  the  fame  refpedlively,  according  to  the  merits 
of  the  fcveral  cafes,  due  regard  being  had  to  all  the  circumftanccs  thcre- 
of»  and  is  equity  and  juAice  (ball  a[>pear  to  them  to  require.  And  the 
fmd  comminioners  fliall  have  [K)wcr  to  examine  all  fuch  pcrfons  as  fliall 
come  before  them,  on  oath  or  affirmation,  touching  the  premilcs;  and 
alio  to  receive  in  evidence,  according  as  they  niny  think  mod  coiTliftcnt 
with  equity  and  juflice,  all  written  dcpoHrions,  or  book?,  or  papers,  or 
copies,  or  extracts  thereof,  every  fuch  dcpotition,  bouk  or  paper,  or 
copy,  or  cxtra<^,  being  duly  authenticated,  either  according  to  the  legal 
forms  now  reipcflively  exifling  in  the  two  countries,  or  io  fu<'h  other 
manner  as  the  laid  commiiConers  fliall  fee  caufe  to  require  or  allow. 

The  award  of  the  faid  commitlioners,  or  of  any  three  of  them  as  afore- 
faid,  fliall  in  all  cafes  be  final  and  concluHve,  both  as  to  the  jullice  of 
the  claim,  and  to  the  amount  of  the  fum  to  be  paid  to  the  creditor  or 
claimant :  And  the /United  States  undertake  to  caufe  the  fum  f  >  awarded 
to  be  paid  in  fpecic  to  fuch  creditor  or  claimant  without  deduction ; 
and  at  fuch  time  or  times,  and  at  fuch  place  or  places,  as  flidll  be  awarded 
by  the  faid  commifTioners ;  and  on  condition  of  fuch  releafes  or  afTign- 
ments  to  be  given  by  the  creditor  or  claimant,  as  by  the  faid  commif- 
fioners  may  be  directed  :  provided  always,  that  no  fuch  payment  fluU 
be  fixed  by  the  faid  commiilioneis  to  take  place  fooner  than  twelve 
months,  from  the  day  of  the  exchange  of  the  ratification  of  this  treaty. 

Air.  VII,  Whereas  complaints  have  been  made  by  divers  mcr(;hantt 
and  others,  citizens  Of  the  United  States,  that,  during  the  courfcoi:' the 
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irar  in  which  His  Mijcfty  is  now  cn^^agcd,  they  hare  fuftamcd  coidide- 
fjhic  loiics  and  damage,  hy  reafon  of  irregular  Or  illegal  captures  or  con- 
crmoanoBs  of  their  vefTcls,  and  other  property,  under  colour  of  autho* 
rlty  orcommiflions  from  His  Majcfty ;  and  that,  t'tom  various  circum- 
itirccs  belonging  to  the  faid  cafes,  adequate  compcnfation  for  the  iofles 
an^>  damages  fo  fullalned  cannot  now  be  actually  obtained,  had,  and  te* 
crimed  by  the  Ordinary  courfc  of  judicial  proceedings:  It  is  agreed^  that 
in  A\  fuch  cafes  where  adequate  compenfation  cannot,  for  whatever  rea- 
fon, be  now  adhially  obtained,  had  and  received  by  the  faid  merch;4;)ts 
a  v!  others  in  the  ordinary  courfc  of  ju (lice,  full  and  complete  cofnpenfa- 
tion  for  the  fiime  will  be  made  b}'  the  Britifli  Government  to  the  faid 
cuaiplatnaDts,  But  it  is  diftin^tly  underdood  that  this  provilion  is  not 
t'»  extend  to  fuch  loifcs  or  damages  as  have  been  occafioncd  by  the  mani* 
t  f:  deUy  or  negligence,  or  wilful  omiflion  of  the  claimants* 

That,  for  the  purpofe  of  afcertaining  the  amounj  of  any  fucb  lofle^ 
lai  damages,  five  commiflioners  (liall  be  appointed  and  authoriced  to  a^ 
in  London,  cxadly  in  manner  dirc6ted  with  refpe<?l  to  thofc  mentioned 
!3  the  preceding  article >  and  after  having  taken  the  fame  oath  or  affir- 
n  tvm  (mtttatis  mutaniiis)  the  fame  term  of  eighteen  months  is  :alfo  a<^ 
t\r,zi  for  the  reception  of  claims,  and  they  are  in  like  manner  autho* 
\'ii*:i  to  extend  the  fame  in  particular  cafes.  They  fhall  receive  tcftt- 
nony,  books,  papers  and  evidence  in  the  fame  latitude,  and  exercifcthe 
like  difcretioD  and  powers  refpe^ing  that  fubje£t ;  and  (iiall  decide  the 
claims  in  queiHon  according  to  the  merits  ot  the  fcveral  cafes,  syjd  to 
j ;  rice,  equity,  and  the  laws  of  nations.  The  award  of  the  faid  com- 
wiffioners,  or  any  fuch  three  of  them  as  aforefaid,  (hall,  in  all  cafes,  be 
f.njl  and  conclufive,  both  as  to  the  juftice  of  the  claim,  and  to  the  amount 
of  the  fum  to  be  paid  to  the  claimant ;  and  his  Britannic  Majcfiy4Jndci<» 
takes  to  caufe  the  fame  to  be  paid  to  fuch  claimant  in  fpecic,  without  any 
dcJudion,  in  fuch  place  or  places,  and  at  fuclvtime  or  times,  as  ihall 
b?  awarded  by  the  fame  commiflioners,  and  on  condition  of  fuch  rclcafca 
or  aflignments  to  be  given  by  the  claimants,  as  by  the  faid  commiifioners 
may  b«  dircdtcd*. 

m 

And  whereas  certain  merchants  and  others.  His  Majefty*s  fubjeftsi 
complain,  that,  in  the  courfe  of  the  war,  they  have  lullarned  lofs  and 
damage  by  reafon  of  the  capture  of  their  vcffels  and  merchandize  taken 
within  ttie  limits  and  jurifdiftion  of  the  States,  and  brought  into  the 
ports  of  the  fame,  or  taken  by  veffels  originally  armed  in  ports  of  the 
iiid  States : 

It  is  agreed,  that  in  all  fuch  cafes,  where  reftiturion  (kail  not  have 
been  made  agreeably  to  the  tenor  of  the  letter  from  Mr.  Jefferfoft  to  Mr* 
Hammond,  dated  at  Philadelphia,  September  5,  1 793,  (a  copy  of  which 
is  annexed  to  this  treaty)  the  complaints  of  the  parties  fliall  be,  and 
bercby  are,  referred  to  the  commiflioners  to  be  appointed  by  virtue  of 
this  article,  who  are  hereby  authorized  and  required  to  proceed  in  the 
like  manner  relative  to  thefe  as  to  the  other  cafes  committed  to  them  ; 
and  the  United  States  undertake  to  pay  to  the  complainants  or  claimants 
inlpccie,  without  deduction,  the  amount  of  fuch  fums  as  (hall  be  awarded 
to  them  refpeftively  by  the  faid  commiflioners,  and  at  the  times  and 
places  Which  in  fuch  awards  fliall  be  fpccified  ;  and  on  condition  of  futh 
rcluafesor  afEgnments  to  be  given  by  the  claimants  as  in  the  faidawardi 
imy  bcdircdicd.  And  it  is  farther  agreed,  that  not  only  the  now  cxift- 
iag  cafes  of  both  defcriptiQnSi  but  alfo  all  fuch  as  fliall  exift  at  the  time 
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of  exchanging  the  ratifications  of  this  treaty,  (hull  be  confidered  as  being' 
Within  the  provtfions,  intent  and  meaning  of  this  article. 

Art.  VIII.  It  is  farther  agreed,  that  the  commiiTioners  mentioned  in 
this  and  in  the  two  preceding  articles  ihall  be  refpedively  paid  in  fuch  a 
manner  as  fliall  be  agreed  between  the  two  parties ;  fuch  agreement  being 
to  be  fettled  at  the  time  of  the  exchange  of  the  ratifications  of  this  treaty. 
And  all  other  expences  attending  the  faid  commiflions  (hall  be  defrayed 
jointly  by  the  twoparties^  the  fame  being  previoufly  afcertained  and  al- 
.  lowed, by  the  majority  of  the  commillioners.  And  in  the  cafe  of  death, 
fickneis  or  ncccniiry  abfcncc,  the  place  of  every  fuch  comniinioner  re-* 
ibedively  fhall  be  fupplied  in  the  fame  manner  as  fuch  commifHoner  was 
firfl  appointed,  and  the  new  commillioner  (hall  take  the  fame  oath  or  af- 
'  firmation,  and  do  the  fame  duties. 

Art.  IX.  It  is  agreed,  that  Britifli  fubjci^s,  who  now  hold  lands  in 
the  territories  of  the  United  States,  and  American  citizens,  who  now 
hold  lands  in  the  dominions  of  His  Majcily,  iliall  continue  to  hold  them 
according  to  the  nature  and  tenure  of  their  refpe^ive  iVates  and  titles 
therein  ;  and  may  grant,  fell  or  devife  the  fame  te  whom  they  pleale,  in 
like  manner  as  it  they  were  natives  ;  and  that  neither  they,  nor  their 
heirs  or  alfigns,  (hall,  ib  far  as  may  refpe^l  the  faid  lands,  and  the  legal 
remedies  incident  thereto,  be  regai*ded  as  aliens. 

Art.  X.  Neither  the  debts  due  from  individuals  of  the  one  nation  to 
individuals  ot  the  other,  nor  (liares,  nor  monies,  which  they  may  have 
Jn  ihe  public  funds,  or  in  the  public  or  private  banks,  fhall  ever,  in  any 
event  of  war  or  national  differences,  be  fequeHered  or  confifcated,  it  be- 
ing unjuil  and  impolitic  that  debts  and  engagements  contracted  and  made 
bv  individuals  having  confidence  in  each  other,  and  in  their  refpedHve 
Covepments,  fliould  ever  be  deQroycd  or  impaired  by  national  autho- 
rity, on  account  of  national  differences  and  dilcontents. 

Art.  \L  It  is  agreed  between  His  Majefly  and  the  United  States  of  , 
America,  that  there  (ball  be  a  reciprocal  and  entirely  perfedt  liberty  of  , 
nayigation  and  commerce  between  their  re fpHc6tive  people,  in  the  man-  , 
ner,  under  the  limitations,  and  on  the  condition^  fpecifiad  iu  the  follow  •  | 
ing  articles. 

•  Art.  XII.  His  Majefty  confents,  that  it  fhall  and  may  be  lawful,  dur- 
ing the  time  hereinafter  limited,  tor  the  citizens  of  the  United  Stutcs  to 
carry  to  any  of  His  Majelly's  illands  and  ports  in  the  Weil  Indies  from 
the  United  States,  in  their  own  vcffels,  not  being  above  the  burden  of 
feventy  tons,  any  gorids  or  merchandizes,  being  of  the  growth,  manu- 
fa6iure  or  produce  of  the  faid  States,  which  it  is  or  may  be  lawful  to  | 
carry  to  the  faid  iflands  or  ports  from  the  faid  States  in  Britifli  veiluls  ; 
and  that  the  faid  American  veifrls  (hall  be  fubjecl  there  to  no  other  or 
higher  tonnage  duties  or  charges  than  (liall  be  payable  by  Britifl)  vefTeU 
in  the  ports  oJFthe  United  States  ;  and  that  the  cargoes  of  the  faid  Ame- 
rican ve(rels  fliall  be  fubje^  there  to  no  other  or  higher  duties  or  charges 
than  fliall  be  payable  on  tlv:  like  articles,  if  imponed  there  from  the 
faid  States  in  Britifli  ve(rcls. 

And  His  MajeHy  alfo  confents,  that  it  fliall  be  lawful  for  the  faid 
American  citizens  to  purchafe,  load,  and  carry  away,  in  their  faid  vef- 
fels,  to  the  United  States,  from  the  faid  iflands  and  ports,  all  fuch  ar- 
ticles, being  of  the  growth,  manufa6ture  or  produce  of  the  faid  illanus, 
as  may  now  by  law  be  carried  from  thence  to  the  faid  States  in  Biitifh 
▼effelit,  and  fubje^t  only  to  the  fame  duties  and  charges  on  exportation 
to  which  Britifh  vc(rels  and  their  cargoes  are,  or  Ihall  be,  fubjedt  in  limt- 
Ur  circumflances. 
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ftoYJdcd  alwijSy  that  the  faid  American  veflels  do  cany  and  land  their 
caigoes  in  the  United  States  only,  it  being  exprefsly  agreed  and  declared, 
Alt  daring  the  continuance  of  this  article,  the  United  States  will  prohibit 
acd  FefiraiD  the  carrying  any  melafles,  fugar,  cofiee,  cocoa  or  cotton,  in 
American  vefieb,  cither  from  His  Majefty's  i/lands  or  from  the  United 
States,  to  any  part  of  the  world,  except  the  United  States,  reafon^ble  f^a 
ioTts  excepted. 

Provided  alfo»  that  it  (hall  and  may  be  lawful,  during  the  fame  period, 
Cbr  Britifli  veiTels  to  import  from  the  faid  iflands  into  the  United  States, 
and  to  expon  from  the  United  States  to  the  faid  iHands,  all  articleswhat- 
ever,  being  of  the  growth,  produce  or  manufacture  of  the  faid  iflands,  or 
of  dic  United  States  rcfpcdUvely,  which  now,  may,^by  the  laws  of  the  faid 
S:atrs,  be  fo  imported  and  exported^  And  that  the  cargoes  of  the  faid 
Britilh  veflTds  (hall  be  fubjofi  to  no  other  or  higher  duties  or  charges  than 
dull  be  payable  on  the  fame  articles,  if  fo  imported  or  exported  in  Ame« 
rican  vedeis. 

It  h  agreed  that  this  article,  and  every  matter  and  thing  therein  con* 
tiincd,  (hall  continue  to  be  in  force  during  the  continuance  of  the  war  in 
wbicfa  His  Majefly  is  now  engaged  ;  and  alfo  for  two  years  from  and  after 
the  day  of  the  (ignature  of  the  preliminary  or  other  articles  of  peace  by 
ffhkh  the  fame  may  be  terminated. 

And  it  b  farther  agreed,  that,  at  the  expiration  of  the  faid  term,  the 
tw^ocontraftirtg  parries  will  endea?our  farther  to  regulate  their  commerce 
in  this  refpeft,  according  to  the  fituation  in  which  His  Majelly  ma)-  then 
fcid  himfelf  with  refpeft  to  the  Weft  Indies,  and  with  a  view  to  fuch  ar- 
rsngements  as  may  beft  conduce  to  the  mutual  advantage  and  extcnlion  of 
commerce. 

And  the  faid  parties  will  then  alfo  renew  their  difcufTions,  ^nd  endea- 
Tour  to  agree,  whether  in  any  or  what  cafes  neutral  veflTcIs  (haU  proteA 
caemy's  property ;  and  in  what  cafes  provifions  and  other  articles,  not 
generally  contraband,  may  become  fuch.  But;  in  the  mean  time,  their 
conduft  towards  each  other  in  thefe  refpefts  (hall  be  regulated  by  the  arri- 
cles  hereinafter  infcrted  on  thofe  fubje^. 

Art.  Xin.  His  Majcfty  confents  that  the  veffcls  belonging  to  the  citizens 
of  the  United  States  of  America  (hall  be  admitted  and  hofpitably  receiv- 
ed in  ail  the  fea-ports  and  harbours  of  the  Britifh  territories  in  the  Ea[): 
Indies.     And  that  the  citizens  of  the  faid  United  States  may  freely  carry 
on  a  trade  between  the  faid  territories  and  the  faid  United  States  in  all  ar-  ^ 
tiLle?,  of  which  the  importation  or  exportation  refpeftively  to  or  from 
the  faid  territories  (hall  not  be  entirely  prohibited.     ProvicJed  only,  that 
it  (hall  not  be  lawful  for  them,  in  any  time  of  war  between  the  Britifh 
Government  and  any  other  power  or  (\ate  whatever,  to  export  from  the 
taid  territories,  without  the  ipecial  permiffion  of  the  Briti(h  Government 
tbere,  any  military  (lores  or  naval  ftores,  or  rice.     The  citizens  of  the 
United  States  (hall  pay  for  their  veflfels,  when  admitted  into  the  faid  ports, 
no  other  or  higher  tonnage  duty  than  (hall  be  payable  on  Britifh  ve(rel5 
when  admitted  into  the  ports  of  the  United  States.     And  they  (hall  pay 
DO  other  or  higher  duties  or  charges  on  the  importation  or  exportation  of 
the  cargoes  otthe  faid  veflfels,  than  (hall  be  payable  or^  the  fame  articles 
when  imported  or  exported  in  Britifh  veflfels.     But  it  is  exprefsly  agreed, 
that  the  veiTels  of  the  United  States  (hall  not  carry  any  of  the  articL-s  ex- 
ported by  them  from  the  faid  Britifh  territories  to  any  port  or  place,  ex- 
^c-^xxQ  fomc  port  or  place  in  America,  where  the  fame  (hall  be  unladen  ; 
ui  fach  Degularions  (hall  be  adopted  by  both  paniee  as  (hall,  from  time 
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ip  ti9ie,  be  found  a^c^fliiry  ta  enforco'  the  due  aa4  &ithf4^  ^ervaiict  oC 
^18  ilipulation. 

It  18  alfo  underfto^odji  that  the  pcrmiilion  granted  by  this  article  ia  not 
|o  extend  to  allow  the  vefTels  of  the  United  Slates  to  cax ry  90  fojr  part 
of  the  coafting  trade  of  the  faidBritilh  territjorie^  i  but  vdTcls  ^ing  with 
their  original  car^oesj  or  part  thereof,,  from  oao  port  of  difcbarge  to 
another,  are  not  to  be  confidcred  as  carrying  on  the  coadin^  trade.  Neither 
ys  thi^  article  to  be  conftrued  to  allow  the  citizens  of  the  laid  Siatet  to  fet- 
tle or  reiide  within  the  faid  territories*  or  to  go  into  the  interior  pares 
thereof,  without  the  pcripinion  of  the  Britifh  Governnaent  ^ablKhed 
ihere;  and  if  any  tranfgreflion  (hould  be  attempted  againft  the  re2ulatlon& 
9f  the  Britifh  Govcrnnient  in  this  refpe^*  the  obfervance  of  the  uqie  (hall 
4nd  may  be  enforced  againd  the  citizens  of  America,  in  the  fame  manner 
j|s  againft  Britilh  fubje^ts,  or  others  tranfgrefling  the  fa»nc  rule.  Azkd  tho 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  whenever  they  arrive  in  any  poft  or  har- 
bour in  the  faid  territories,  or  if  they  (hould  be  permitted^  in  manner 
afbrefaid,  to  go  to  any  other  place  therein,  (hall  always  be  fubjedl  to  the 
laws,  government,  and  jurifdictlon  of  whatever  nature  eftablifhed  in  fuch 
tiabour,  port,  or  place,  according  as  the  fame  may  be :  the  citizens  uf 
the  United  Stares  may  ^\io  touch,  for  refreihment,  at  the  ifland  of  Sc« 
Helena,  but  fubject,  in  all  rcfpeccs,  to  fuch  regulations  as  the  ^ritid 
.Government  may  from  time  to  time  eftabllfti  there. 

Art.  XIV.  There  (hall  be  between  all  tlie  dominions  of  Hia  Majefty  in 
Europe,  and  the  territories  of  the  United  States,  a  reciprocal  and  per feO 
liberty  of  commerce  and  navigation.  The  people  and  inhabitants  of  the 
tv^o  countries  refpe^iveiy  (hall  have  liberty  freely  and  fccurely,  and  with^ 
out  hindrance  and  raoleftation,  to  come  with  their  (hips  and  cargoes  to 
the  lands,  countries,  cities,  ports,  places  and  riycrs,  within  the  domi* 
pions  and  territories  aforcfald,  to  enter  into  the  fame,  to  rf^fort  there,,  and 
to  remain  and  refide  there,  without  any  limitation  of  time;  alfo  to  hire 
and  po(refs  houfes  and  warehoufes  for  the  purpofes  of  their  commerce,  and 
generally,  the  n^erchaots  and  traders  on  each  (ide  (hall  enjoy  the  mo(t 
complete  prote^ion  and  fccujity  for  their  commerce,  but  fubje^  always, 
OS  to  what  refpe^ts  this  article,  to  the  laws  and  llatutes  of  the  t^vo  coun* 
tries  refpc^tively. 

Art.  XV.  It  is  agreed  that  no  other  or  higher  duties  (hall  be  paid  by  tho 
(hips  or  (ncrchandize  of  the  one  party  in  the  porta  of  the  other,  than  fach 
as  are  paid  by  the  like  vefTels  or  mcrchandife  of  all  other  nations.  Nor 
ihall  any  ether  or  higher  duty  l)e  impofed  in  one  country  on  the  impor- 
tation  of  any  articles,  the  growth,  produce,  or  manufa^ure  of  the  other, 
than  are  or  (liall  be  payable  on  the  importation  of  the  like  articles,  ^ing 
of  the  grpwth,  produce,  or  manuffi^urc^  of  any  othef  fqre^  country. 
Nor  (hall  any  prohibition  be  impofed  on  the  exportation  or  importation 
of  any  articles  to  or  from  the  territories  of  the  two  partie*  refpe6tively, 
which  (hall  not  equally  extend  to  all  other  nations. 

But  the  Briti(h  Government  rere:rve8  to  itfelf  the  right  of  impoCng  00 
American  velTe  s  entering  into  the  Britifli  ports  in  Europe  a  tonnage  duty 
equal  to  that  which  (hall  be  payable  by  Briti(h  veiFels  in  the  ports  of 
America ;  and  alfo  fuch  duty  as  tnay  be  adequate  to  countervail  the  differ- 
ence  of  duty  now  payable  on  the  importation  of  European  a^d  Aiiatic 
gpods  when  imported  into  the  United  States  in  Briti(h  or  in  American 
teffels, 

.    The  two  parties  a^ree  to  tre^it  for  the  more  cxaA  equalization  of  the 
duiici  00  the  rcfj^ive  navig^tip9  of  th^it  &l?|jc^.  9m  peoplp  in  fucb 
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ttaf  he  moft  beneficial  to  tlie  two  c6untH«»«  The  amngenkntt 
for  this  pnrpofe  (hall  be  made  at  the  fame  time  with  thofe  mentioned  at  the 
cobdafioa  of  the  twelfth  article  of  this  treaty,  and  are  to  be  confidered 
as  a  pan  thcteof.  In  the  interval,  it  is  agreed,  that  the  United  State! 
wifl  Mt  impoie  any  new  or  additional  tonnage  daties  on  Britiih  veiTfls^ 
nor  iacfeafe  the  now  fubfifting  difference  between  the  duties  payable  6ti 
the  importadon  of  any  articles  in  Britiih  or  American  veiTels. 

Art.  XVI.  It  ihtllbefite  for  the  twocontrading  parties  rcfpcftivelr  to 
Ippoifit  Cot^fnU  for  the  protof^ion  of  trade,  ro  refide  in  the  dominions 
and  lerritories  albrefaid ;  and  the  faid  Cotifnis  (hall  enjoy  thofe  libertiea 
and  rights  which  belong  to  them  by  xeafon  of  their  funttion.  But  before 
aoyCoiifttl  fliall'a^  is  fach,  he  (hall  be  in  the  tifual  forms  approved  and 
admitted  by  the  party  to  whom  he  is  fetit ;  and  i^  is  hereby  declared  to 
be  lawfel  and  proper^  that  in  caie  of  illegal  or  improper  condud\  towarda 
the  laws  ot  govemmtnti  a  Confal  may  either  be  punilhed  according  to 
h^t  if  thfc  lawa  will  reach  the  cafe,  or  be  difmiifed,  or  even  fcnt.back^ 
the  ofended  government  Hffighitig  to  the  other  their  reafons  for  the  fame. 

fither  of  the  parties  iiiay  except  from  the  reiidence  of  Confuls  fach  par- 
dcakt  i^laccs  aa  ftich  party  (hall  jadge  proper  to  he  fo  excepted.    ' 

An«  XVn.  It  is  agreed,  that  in  all  tafes  were  velTels  (hall  be  captured 
or  detained  on  juft  fafpicion  of  having  on  board  enemy's  property,  or  of 
carrying  to  the  enenrty  atfy  of  the  articles  which  are  contraoand  of  war^ 
the  laia  veflel  fliall  be  brought  to  the  neareft  or  mod  convenient  port ; 
snd  if  afiy  property  of  an  enemy  (hoold  be  found  on  board  fuch  vefTel, 
that  part  only  which  belongs  to  the  eneMy  ih.itl  be  made  prize^  aiid  the 
vdfel  (hall  be  at  liberty  to  proceed  with  the  remainder  without  any  impe<' 
dimeiit.  And  it  is  agreed,  that  all  proper  meafures  (hall  be  talcen  tu  prci- 
vent  drky ,  in  deciding  the  cafes  of  (hips  or  cargoes'  fo  brought  in  for  ad« 
jadicatioft  ;  and  in  the  payment  or  recovery  of  any  indemni(ication  ad«« 
judged  or  i^reedto  ht  paid  to  the  mafters  or  Owners  of  fuch  (hips. 

Art.  XVUI.  In  order  to  regulate  what  is  in  future  to  be  cffleemed  con- 
traband of  war,  it  is  agreed,  that  under  the  faid  denomination  (hall  be 
compriicll  all  arms  and  implements  ferving  for  the  purpofcs  of  war,  by 
land  or  by  fea, !  fuch  as  cannon,  m«(kets,  mortars,  petards,  bombs,  gra- 
tiadoes,  carcafles,  fsiUcldes,  carriages  for  cannon,  mufket  refts,  bandoliers, 
gunpow^der,  match,  faltpette,  bafis,  pikei,  fwdrds,  head  pieces,  cuiraifes, 
halbent*  lances,  javdins,  horfes,  horfe-furniture,  holders,  belts,  and 
generaQy»  all  other  Implements  of  war  ;  asalfo  timber  for  (hip-buildings 
tar  or  rofin,  cbpper  ih  (heets,  falls,  hemp  and  cordage,  and  generally^ 
whatever  may  ferve  dir^Aly  to  the  equipnient  of  ve(rels,  unwrought  irott 
and  fir  planks  only  excepted ;  and  all  the  above  articles  are  hereby  declared 
tobe  jnft  objeds  ofconfifcation,  whenever  they  are  attempted  to  be  car^ 
lied  to  an  enemy. 

Andwiieleasthe  difficulty  of  agteeing  on  the  precife  cafes  in  which  alone 
provifioQs  and  other  articles,  not  generally  contraband,  maybe  regarded 
as  foch,  fenders  it  expedient  to  provide  againft  the  inconveniences  and 
niAtRderilandings  which  might  thence  ari(e :  it  is  farther  agreed,  that 
whenever  any  lacfa  articles  To  becoming  contraband  according  to  the 
ezlftkig  lawi  of  nations,  (hall  for  that  reafon  be  fetzed,  the  fame  (hall  not  be 
a»fi£:ated,  bat  the  owners  thereof  (h^iH  be  fpeedily  and  completely  m- 
dcdMiified  i  iAd  thtf  captors,  or,  in  iheinJefaulc,  the  government  under 
whole  antnority  thty  a£^,  (hall  pa^  to  the  mtfters  or  owners  of  fuch  vdkl 
Ae  bn  ridtfe  of  aft  snicleSf  with  i  reafonable  metcantile  profit  there* 

da 
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on«  together  with  'tb^  'freight,  and  aUb  tht  demOrhige  incident  to  fucb 
detention,  -f 

•  And  t^hcreas  it  frequently  happens,  that  vefTeU  fail  for  a  port  6t  place 
belongta^  to  an  enemy,  without  knowing  that  the  fame  is  either  befieged* 
blockaded,  or  in  veiled ;  it  is  agreed,  that  every  v^el  fo  circtimftanced 
may  be  turned  away  froiti  fuch  port  or  placfe,  bat  (he  ihall  not  be  detained, 
nor  her  cargo,  if  not  contraband,  be  confifcated,  unleis,  after  nodccA 
ftie  Ihall  again  attempt  to  enter :  But  fhe  (hall  be  permitted  to  go  to  any 
other  port  or  place  fhe  may  think  proper  i  nor  (hall  any  velfel  or  goods  of 
either  party,  that  miy  have  eaterea  into  fuch  port  or  place  before  the 
fame  was  befieged,  blockaded,  or  inverted  by  the  other,  and  be  found 
thereinafter  the  reduction  or  furrender  of  fuch  place,  b<t  liable  to  confif- 
cation,  but  (hall  be  roAored  to  the  ownep  or  proprietors  thereof. 

Art,  XIX.  And  that  more  abundant  care  be  taken  for  the  (ecarity  of 
the  refpedlivc  fubjcd\s  and  citizens  of  the  contracting  parties,  and.  to  pre- 
vent their  fuffcring  injuries  by  the  men  of  war  or  privateers  of  either  party, 
al^ommanders  of  (hips  of  war  and  privateers,  and  all  others  the  faid  fab- 
yc^s  and  citizens,  (hall  forbear  doing  any  damage  to  thofe  of  the  other 
party,  or  committing  any  outrage  againd  them  ;  and  if  the^  a^  to  tht 
contrary  they  ihall  fa^  punifhed,  ana  (hall  alfo  be  bound  in  their  perfons 
and  edates  to  make  fatisfaflion  and  reparation  for  all  damages,  and  the 
iniereft  thereof,  of  whatever  nature  the  faid  damages  may  be. 

For  this  caufe,  all  commanders  of  privateers,  before  they  receive  their 
commiilions,  (hall  hereafter  be  obliged  to  give,  before  a  competent  judgCt 
fufficient  fecurity  by  at  lead  two  refponfible  fureties,  who  have  no  intercft 
in  the  faid  privateer,  each  of  whom,  together  with  the  faid  commander, 
•  (hall  be  jointly  and  (cverally  bound  in  the  fum  of  fifteen  hundred  pounds 
fierling ;  or  if  fuch  (hip  be  provided  with  above  one  hundred  and  fifty 
fe^meii  or  foldiers,  in  the  fum  of  three  thoofand  pounds  (lerling,  to 
facisfy  all  damages  and  injuries  which  the  faid  pfivateer,  or  officers  or 
men,  or  any  of^them,  may  do  or  commit  during  their  cruize,  contrary 
to  the  tenor  of  this  treaty,  or  to  the  laws  and  inftruClions  for  regulating 
their  coaduft;  and  farther,  that  in  all  cafes  of  aggrefliona  the  iaid  com- 
miiTions  Ihall  be  revoked  and  annulled. 

It  is  alfo  agreed,  that  whenever  a  Judge  of  a  court  of  admiralty  of 
either  of  the  parties  (hall  pronounce  fentence  againft  any  veflfcl  or  goods 
or  proj^erty  belonging  to  the  fubjeds  or  citizens  of  the  other  party,  a  for- 
mal and  dulv  authenticated  copy  of  all  the  proceedings  in  the  caufe,  and 
of  the  faid  Icntence,  fliall,  if  required,  be  delivered  to  the  commander 
of  the  faii  vcffel  without  the  fmalled  delay,  he  paying  all  legal  fees  and 
demands  for  the  fame. 

Art.  XX.  It  is  farther  agreed,  that  both  the  faid  contrafling  parties 
(hall  not  only  refufe  to  receive  any  pirates  into  any  of  their  ports,  havens, 
or  towns,  or  permit  any  of  their  inhabitants  to  receive,  proteA,  har- 
bour, conceal,  or  afTill  them  in  any  manner,  but  will  bring  to  condiga 
punifhmcnt  all  fuch  inhabitants  as  ihall  be  guiltv  of  fuch  ads  or  offences. 

And  all  their  (hips,  with  the  o;oods  or  merchandizes  taken  by  them, 
and  brought  into  rhc  port  of  either  of  the  faid  parties,  (hall  be  feized  as 
far  as  they  can  be  difcovcrcd,  and  (hall  be  reftored  to  the  owners,  of  the 
fadlors  or  agents  duly  deputed  and  authorized,  in  writing,  by  them,  (pro- 
per evidence  being  (hewn  in  the  court  of  admiralty  for  proving  the  pro- 
perty) even  in  cafe  fuch  ctrcAs  Ihould  have  piPkd  into  other  hands  by  fale, 
if  it  bz  proved  that  the  buyers  knew,  or  had  good  reafon  to  believe  or 
fiifpect,  that  they  had  been  piratically  taken.  < 
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Alt.  XXI.  It  if  likcwife  agreed,  that  the  fabjedb  and.cittzens  of  ^le 
tvo  oattoos  fhall  not  do  any  afts  of  hoflility  or  violence  ^gamil^cach 
ocbcr*  nor  accept  coxniniifioDS  or  inftru^lioos  fo  to  adt  from  any  ^icign 
prbce  or  ftate*  enemies  to  the  other  party;  nor  (hall  the  enemies  of  ooa 
of  the  parties  be  permitted  to  invite,  or  endeavour  to  enlift  in  the  mili* 
tary  iovice  any  of  the  fubjeAs  or  citizens  of  the  other  party ;  and  th« 
b»'s  ^ainft  all  fuch  offences  and  aggceffions  (hall  be  pun<5^aally  executed* 
And  if  any  fubjcA  or' citizen  of  the  faid  parties  refpe^ively  (hall  accept 
asy  (occign  commifiion,  or  letters  of  marque,  for  arming  any  vefTel  lo 
2it  as  a  privateer  aeainft  the  other  party,  and  be  taken  by  the  other  partjrv 
it  is  hereby  declaira  to  be  lan^ful  fbt  the  faid  party  to  treat  and  pnciih  thft 
Cud  (flbjed  or  citszen^  having  fuch  commifiSon  or  letters  of  marque,  at 
a  pinte. 

Art.  XXII.  It  is  ntprefsly  ftiptilated  that  neither  of  the  faid  contrading 
panics  will  order  or  authorize  any  a^s  of  repilifal  againft  tht  other,  on 
cocDplaiots  of  injuries  or  damages,  until  the  fmd  party  (hall  fizft  have  pre- 
faued  to  the  other  a  datement  thereof,  verified  by  competent  proof  and 
cvidcoce,  and  demanded  juftice  ^d  fatisfa^on,  and  the  (ame  (hall  either 
hare  been  refufed  or  unreafonably  delayed* 

An.  XXIIL  -The  (hips  of  war  of  each  of  the  contrading  parties  flull* 
it  all  times,  be  hofjpitably  received  in  the  ports  of  th&  other,  their  officera 
and  crews  paying  due  refpe^  to  the  laws  and  government  of  the  country* 
The  officers  (haU  be  treated  with  that  refpeA  which  is  due  to  the  com* 
miiDtiQs  which  they  bear ;  and  if  any  infult  (bould  be  offered  to  them  b^ 
aoT  of  the  inhabitants,  all  offenders  in  this  refpeA  (hall  be  puniibcd  at 
diftarbeis  of  the  peace  and  amity  between  the  two  countries.  And  Hit 
Majefty  confeats,  that  in  ca(e  an  American  veffel  (hould,  by  (Irefs  of 
weather,  danger  from  enemies,  or  other  misfortunes,  be  reduced  .to  the 
Boc^ty  of  feekins  (helter  in  any  of  His  Majefty'^  ports,  into. which  fuch 
veffd  could  not,  in  ordinary 'ca(es,  claim  to  be  admitted,  (he  (hall,  on 
nanifcfting  that  neceflity  to  the  fatisfadion  of  the  government  of  the 
plzce,  be  hofpitably  received  and  permitted  to  refit,  and  to  purchafe,  at  the 
market  price,  fuch  neceffaries  as  (he  may  (land  in  need  of,  conformably 
to  fach  orders  and  regulations  as  the  government  of  the  p!ace,  having  re. 
fy:ti  to  circttm(Unce8  of  each  cafe,  (hall  prefcribe.  She  (hall  not  be 
albwcd  to  break  bulk  or  tmload  her  cargo,  unlefs  the  fame^all  )x'6oMd 
jiJrncoeSuy  to  her  beii\g  refitted;  .nor  (hall  (he  be  permitted  to  fell  any 
^srt  of  her  cargo,  unlela  fo  much  only  as  may  be  neceffary  to  defray  her 
capences,  and  then  not  without  the  exprefs  permiffion  of  the  government 
cf  the  i^ace;  nor  (hall  be  obliged  to  pay  any  duties  whatever,  except* 
cdy  on  fuch.  articles  as  (he  may  be  permitted  to  fell  for  the  purpofe 
aforeiaid. 

An.  XXIV.  It  (hall  not  be  lawful  for  any  foreign  privateers  (not  being 
fcbjefts  or  citizens  of  either  of  the  faid  parties)  who  have  commiflions  from 
any  other  Prince  or  State  in  enmity  with  either  nation,  to  arm  their  (hips 
ia  the  ports  of  either  of  the  faid  parties,  nor  to  fell  what  they  have  taken. 
Dot  in  any  other  manner  to  exchange  the  fame ;  nor  (hall  they  be  allowed 
to  puchue  more  provifions  than  (hall  be  neceffary  for  their  going  to  the 
Dcareft  port  of  that  Prince  or  State  from  whom  they  obtained  their  com- 
niffions. 

Art.  XXV.  It  (hall  be  lawful  for  the  (hips  of  war  and  privateers,  be- 
kn^ng  to  the  faid  parties  refpe^ively,  to  carry  whitherfoever  they  pleaie 
tli£(hi|is  and  goods  taken  from  their  enemies,  without  beyig  obliged  to> 
fiy  aay  fee  to  the  offices  of  the  Admiralty,  or  to  any  judges  whatever ; 
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nor  ihall  tbe  faid  prizes^  when  they  arrite  at  and  enter  die  porii  of  the  (kid 
parties,  be  detained  or  fei£ed«  neither  (hall  the  feaxcfatrk  or  other  officeit 
of  thofe  places  viiic  fuch  prkes  (except  for  the  pnrpofe  of  preventiog  the 
carrying  of  any  part  of  the  cargo  thcieofon  ihore,  in  any  manner  contrary 
to  the  etiabiiihealavrs  of  revenae,  navigation*  orconuntrce)  nor  ihall  fuch 
officers  uke  cosnizance  of  the  validity  of  foch  prises  $  but  they  (hall  be  at 
liberty  to  hoift  lail»  and  depart  as  fpeedily  as  may  he,  and  carry  their  iaid 
prizes  to  the  place  mentioned  in  their  commiffions  or  patents,  wfaidi  the 
comroanden  of  the  faid  (hips  of  war  or  privateers  (hall  be  obliged  to 
(hew. 

No  (hdcer  or  refu^  ihall  be  ^ven  in  their  ports  tofnch  as  hnTe  made 
a  prize  npon  the  fabjeAs  or  citizens  of  either  of  the  (aid  parties ;  but  if 
forced,  by  ftrefs  of  weather  or  the  dangers  of  the  feas,  to  enter  therein, 
particnlar  care  (hall  be  uken  to  haften  tMir  departure^  and  to  caafe  tbeia 
to  retire  as  foon  as  poffibk*  Nothing  in  this  treaty  contained  (hall^  how- 
ever, be  conftrued  to  operate  contrary  to  the  former  and  eaifting  public 
treaties  with  other  Sovereigns  or  States ;  But  the  two  parties  agree,  that 
while  they  continue  in  aimty,  neither  of  them  wiU  in  futnte  make  any 
treaty,  that  (hall  be  inconfiftent  with  this  or  the  preceding  article. 

I4either  of  the  (aid  parties  (hall  permit  the  (hips  or  goods  belon^n^  to 
'  the  fttbje6b  or  citisicns  of  the  other  to  be  taken  within  cannon  (hot  oTthe 
coaft,  nor  in  any  of  the  bays^  ports  or  rivers  of  their  territories,  by  (hips 
of  war,  or  others  having  comnuffion  from  any  Prince,  Republic,  or  Sute 
whaterer.  But  in  cafe  it  (hould  fo  happen,  the  party,  who(e  territorial 
righu  (hall  thus  have  been  violate^  fiiall  u(e  his  utmoft  endeavours  to 
obtain  from  the  ofending  partv  full  and  ample  (atisfadion  for  the  veiTel 
or  veflels  fo  taken,  whether  the  fame  be  veffels  of  war  or  ^nerchaot 
veflels. 

Art.  XXVL  If  at  any  time  a  rupture  (hould  take  pbice  (which  God 
forbid)  between  His  Majefty  and  the  United  States^  the  merchants  and 
others  of  each  of  the  two  nations  refiding  in  the  dominions  of  the  other^ 
ihaU  have  the  privileee  of  remaining  and  continuing  their  trade  fo  long  as 
they  behave  peaceamy*  and  commit  no  ofience  againft  the  laws;^  and  in 
cafe  their  conda^  (hould  itsider  them  fufpe^ed,  and  the  refpeftive  Go- 
vernments (hould  diink  proper  to  order  them  to  remove,  the  term  of  twelve 
months.  From  the  publication  of  the  order,  (hall  be  allowed  them  for  that 
purpofe,'  to  remove  with  their  families,  eSk&B  and  projperty ;  but  this  fa- 
vour (ban  not  be  extended  to  thofe  who  (hall  ad  contrary  to  the  eftabli(hed 
laws;  and  for  greater  oerMtnty  ft  isdeclaitd,  that  foch  rupture  (hall  not 
be  deemed  to  exift  while  negociations  for  accommodating  dLflferences  fliall 
be  depending,  nor  until  tbe  refpe^ve  Ambaffadors  or  Minifters,  if  foch 
there  (hall  be,  (hall  be  recalled  or  fent  home  on  account  of  fuch  differences, 
and  not  on  account  of  perfonal  mtfconduft,  according  to  the  luitoie  and 
decrees  of  which  both  panics  retain  their  rights,  either  to  reqoeft  the  re- 
call, or  immediately  to  fend  home  the  Ambaffador  or  Ailinifter  of  the 
other ;  and  that  without  prejudice  to  their  mutual  ftiend(hip  and  good 
onderftanding. 

Art.  XXVII.  It  is  farther  agreed,  that  His  Majeftv  and  tbe  United 
Sutes,  on  mutual  requtfitions  by  them  ref(p0ftively,  or  by  their  refpe^ve 
Minifters,  or  officers  authorifcd  to  make  the  fame,  will  deliver  up  to  jof- 
tice  all  perfons,  who  being  charged  with  murder  or  forgery,  committed 
within  the  jurifdi6tion  of  either,  (hall  feek  an  Afylum  within  any  of  tbe 
countries  of  the  other,  provided  that  this  (hall  oniy  be  done  on  fuch  evi- 
dcace  of  criminality^  a»,  according  to  tbe  laws  of  the  place  wheie  the  fa^ 
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guire  or  ptribn  fe  chained  Hull  be  found,  would  juftify  htt  kppreEenfioa 
and  cooimumezit  for  tria),  if  the  offence  had  there  becn-cotnmitted,  Tha 
expeace  of  fuch  apprehenfion  and  delivery  iliall  be  borne,  and  deftayed 
by  ihofe  tt'ho  make  the  requifiiion  and  receive  the  fugitive* 

An.  XXVIII.  It  is  agreed  that  the  flrll  ten  articles  of  this  treaty  (hall 
bcpcrmancott  and  that  the  fubfcqucnt  atticlce,  except  the  twelfth,  fliall 
be  iimited  la  their  duration  to  twelve  years,  to  be  computed  fr^m  the  day 
u:i  which  the  ratifications  of  this  treaty  (liall  be  exchanged,  but  fubjea 
t\>  this  condition  :**That  whereas  the  faid  twelfth  article  will  expire,  by 
t!ie  lifDicatioa  therein  contained,  at  the  end  of  two  years  from  the  figninf 
the  preliminary  or  other  articles  of  peace  which  (hall  terminate  the  pre* 
icnt  war  in  which  His  Majcfty  is  engaged ;  it  is  agreed,  that  projper  roea- 
f.:r?s  (hall,  by  concert,  be  taken  for  bringing  the  fubjeA  of  that  article  into 
2  r.iabk  treat}'. and  difcudion,  fo  early  before  the  expiration  of  the  fild 
t?rci,  as  that  new  arrangements  on  that  head  may  by  that  time  be  per* 
^Ltcd,  and  ready  to  take  place.  But  if  it  (hould  unfortunately  happen, 
r'.ji:  His  Majefty  and  the  United  States  (hould  not  be  able  to  agree  on 
t'.*cb  ntw  arrangements,  in  that  cafe  all  the  articles  of  this  treaty,  except 
u.:  firft  ten,  iball  then  ceale  and  expire  together. 

LaHly,  This  treaty,  when  the  fame  (hall  have  been  ratified  by  His 
M^^ly,  and  by  the  Prefidentof  the  United  States,  by  and  with  thead* 
riw?  andconfetic  of  their  Senate,  and  the  refpe^ive  ratifications  mutually 
eichaoged,  (liall  be  binding  and  obligatory  oo  His  Majefiy,  and  on  the 
L  d  States,  and  (hall  be  bv  them  refpe^ively  extcuied  and  ubferved  with 
punctuality,  and  the  mo(i  fincere  regard  to  good  faith.  And  whereas  if. 
'-'"i  be  eipedicut,  in  order  the  better  to  facilitate  intercourfe  and  obviate 
L  5:ulties,  that  other  articles  be  propofed  and  kidded  to  this  treaty,  which 
articles,  from  want  of  lime  and  other  circumftances,  cannot  now  be 
pcrfcded,  it  is  agreed,  chat  the  faid  parties  wilt,  from  time  to  time,  tea* 
dilr  treat  of  and  concerning  fuch  articles,  and  will  fincerely  endeavour 
fo  to  form  them,  as  that  they  may  conduce  to  mutual  convenience,  and 
tccd  to  promote  mutual  fatisfadlion  and  friendlhip ;  and  that  the  faid 
anides,  after  having  been  duly  ratified,  fliall  be  added  to,  and  make  a 
part  of  this  treaty.  , 

la  faith  whereof,  we,  the  underfi^ned  Minifiers  Plenipotentiary  of 
His  Biajefiy  the  King  of  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States  of  Am^ 
rica,  have  ligncd  this  pre&nc  treaty,  and  have  caufed  to  be  affixed  thereto 
the  feals  of  our  arms. 

Done  at  London,  this  nineteenth  day  of  November, 

onethoufiind  feveo  hundred  and  ninety-four, 

Orbnvills.        (L.  S.) 
JoHw  Jay.  •        (L.  S.) 

'  Phikuielpbiat  Sift.  5,  X793. 
SIR, 

I  AM  hoDoarcd  with  yours  of  Auguft  30.  Mine  of  the  7th  oftbtC 
VttdiaiEifed  you,  that  meafures  were  takes  for  excludinj^  from  all  far- 
ther ai^looi  in  oar  ports,  veflels  armed  in  them  to  cruize  on  oationf 
*ith  wbkh  we  are  a(  peace,  and  for  the  re(toration  of  the  prizes,  the 
Urrtlf  Lafs,  Prince  William  Henry,  and  the  Jane,  of  Dublin  1  and 
to  fiioold  the  neafures  for  refiicution  £ail  in  their  efiedt^  the  Prefideac 


confidcrcd  it  as  mcumbent  on  the  United  States  to  make  compenfatiun 
^r  tbe^'efTels.      ; 

Wc  arc  bound  by  our  treaties  with  three  of  the  bcUig8i*cnt  nations,  by  all 
the  meuns  in  our  power,  to  protc£^  and  defend  their  vcflcle  and  cftc^ts  in 
our  ports  or  waters,  or  on  the  fcas  near  tfur  (horcs,  and  to  recover  and 
reftore  the  fame  to  the  right  owners  when  taken  from  them.  If  all  the 
means  in  our  power  arc  ufed,  and  fail  in  their  cfFe(5l,  we  are  not  baund 
bj  our  treaties  with  thofe  nations  to  make  compenfation. 

Th6ugh  wc  bavc  do  fimilar  treaty  with  Great  Britain^  it  was  the  opi- 
nion of  the  Prefident^  that  we  fliould  ufe  towards  that  nation  the  fame 
rule,  which,  under  this  article,  was  to  govern  us  with  the  other  nations  ; 
and  even  to  extenTit  to  captures  made  on  the  high  feas,  and  brought 
into  our  ports,  if  done  by  Tcflels  which  had  beert  armed  within  them. 

Havine^^  for  particular  reafons,  forbore  to  ufe  all  the  means  in  our 
power  for  the  rcftitution  of  the  three  veflels  mentioned  in  my  letter  of 
Attguil  7th,  the  Prelidcnt  thou«:ht  it  incumbent  on  the  United  States  to 
make  compenfation  for  them.  And  though  nothing  was  faid  in  that  let- 
ter of  other  veflels  taken  under  like  circumftanccs,  and  brought  in  after 
the  5th  of  June,  and  bt/orc  the  date  of  that  letter,  yet,  when  the  fame 
forl>carance  had  taken  place,  it  was  and  is  his  opinion,  that  compcnia- 
tion  would  be  equally  due* 

As  to  prizes  made  under  the  fame  circumstances,  and  brought  in  xifrer 
the  date  of  that  letter,  the  Pretident  determined,  that  all  the  means  in 
our  power  flioilld  he  ufed  for  their  reihtution.  If  thcfe  fail,  as  v^e  fliould 
not  be  bound  by  our  treaties  to  make  compenfi^ion  to  the  other  powers 
in  the  analogous  cafe,  he  did  not  mean  to  give  an  opinion  that  it  ought 
to  b*  done  to  Great  Britain,  But  dill,  if  any  cafe  (IkjU  artfe  fubfequeut 
to  ihat  d'Jte,  the  circumllances  of  which  fliall  place  them  on  fimriargruiind 
with  xhoie  before  it,  the  Prefident  would  think  compenfation  equally  in- 
corobenr  on  the  United  States. 

Inftrui^ions  are  given  to  the  Governors  of  the  different  States  to  ufe 
all  the  hicansTU  their  power  for  rcftoring  prizes  of  this  lafl*  defcription 
ibund  witlwnthcir  jxirts ;  though  they  will  of  courfe  take  meafures  to  be 
informed  of  them,  and  the  general  Government  has  given  them  the  aid 
€if  the  c'jflom-houfe  ofticers  for  this  purpofe,  yet  you  will  be  fenfiblc  of 
the  iniportantc  of  multiplying  the  channels  of  their  information,  as  far 
•as  (hall  dcjien don  yourfclf,  or  any  perfon  under  your  direction,  in  order 
itbat  the  Governors  may  ufe  the  means  in  their  power  for  making  relti- 
tution. 

Without  knowledge  of  the  capture  they  cannot  reftore  it.  It  would 
always  be  beil  to  give  the  notice  to  them  directly  ;  but  any  information 
which  you  fliall  be  pleafed  to  fend  to  me  alfo  at  any  time  fliall  be  for- 
urardcd.tj  them  aj  quickly  as  diftance  will  permit. 
,  Hence  you  will  perceive,  Sir,  that  the  Prefident  contemplates  rcilitu- 
tion  or  compcnfatjon  in  the  cafes  before  the  7th  of  Auguft ;  an'd  after  tb^it 
date,  reflitutioo,  if  It  can  be  effected  by  any  means  in  our  power:  and 
thatst  will  be  important  that  you  fliould  fubllantiate  the  fa6t,  that  fuch 
prizes  arc  in  our  ports  or  waters. 

Your  lift  of  the  privateers  illicitly  armed  in  our  ports,  is,  I  believe, 
corretft. 

With  rcfpr(^  to  lofles  by  detention,  wade,  or  fpoliatio.n,  fuflained  by 
veflels  taken  ns  before  mentioned,  between  the  dates  of  June  ^tb,  and 
Augufl  7th,  it  is  propofcd,  as  a  provifional  meafure,  that  the  collc^Ttiyr 
of  the  cviftoms  of  the  diftridt,  and  the  Britilli  Cosful,  or  any  other  pc^ 
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fan  jaa  pleale,  (hall  Bpptint  perfons  to  edabCfh  the  ralue  of  the  velCtl 
and  cargo  at  the  time  of  her  capture,  and  of  her  arrival  in  the  port  into 
which  ihs  is  brought,  according  to  their  value  in  that  port.  If  this  ihall 
be  agrerable  to  you,  and  you  will  be  pleafed  to  lignify  it  to  roe,  with 
the  names  of  the  prizes  underftood  to  be  of  this  defcription,  inftrudions 
wiii  be  giren  accordingly  to  the  collectors  of  the  cufioms  where  the  re- 
fpedive  reflelt  are* 

I  haTc  thc'honour  to  be,  &c. 

(Signed)  THOMAS  JEFFERSON, 

ADDITIONAL  ARTICLE* 

IT  is  farther  agreed  between  the  faid  contra^in^  parties,  that  the  i9pt»* 
mrion  of  fo  much  of  the  twelfth  article  of  the  faid  treaty  as  refpeds  the 
trade,  which  his  faid  Majefl^  thereby  confents  may  be  carried  on  be* 
twem  the  United  States  and  his  iflands'  in  the  Weft  Indies,  in  the  man- 
ceraod  on  the  terms  and  cotidhions  therein  fpecified,  (hall  be  fufpended* 

» 

WE  therefore,  by  virtue  of  tbeie  prefents*  do  approve  and  ratify  thk 
fajii  tneaty,  tc^ethcr  with  the  faid  additional  article,  as  the  fame  are  ns* 
ipcctiTely  fet  rorth  in  this  inftrument  of  ratification ;  promifing  and  eo* 
gaging  our  Royal  wond,  that  we  will  faithfully  and  reltgioufly  perform 
andob(enreall  and  fingalar  tha  things  agreed  upon  in  this  treaty,  and  that 
we  will  not  fuier  the  fame  to  be  viMatnt  hy  any  one,  as  £ir  4M  lies  in  oinr 
power.  For  the  greater  teftimony  and  Talidity  whereof,  we  have  caniid 
oar  great  fcal  to  be  affixed  to  thefe  prefents,  which  we  have  figned  witH 
ciir  Royal  haad, 

iGiven  at  our  Court  at  St.  James's,  the  Cwentf- 
eighth  day  of  O^obcr^  one  thoif  (and  feven  faun* 
dred  and  nbety-five,  iBthechirty-Cxthyeiyi 
aH  our  rogn. 

G.  R. 

« 

Xafijtcattvn  of  the  United  Statu. 

OcotiQE  WAiniN6Toi9,  Prcfideot  of  the  United  States  of  America* 
To  all  and  fingalar  to  whom  thefe  prefents  (hall  come,  greeting* 

WHEREAS  a  ceftain  Treaty  of  Amity,  Commerce  and  Navigation 
l^trwecD  the  Uaiced  States  of  America  and  His  Britannic  Majefly  was 
^^cluded  and  figned  between  their  Plenipotentiary  the  honourable  John 
jay,  Chief  Tuftice  of  the  United  States^  and  their  Envoy  Extraordinary 
'  >  i)is  laid  Majeily,  and  the  Plenipotentiary  of  His  Bntannic  Majefty* 
iJtvij^ht  honourable  William  Wyndham>  Baron  Grenville  of  Wocton, 
":'.c  ot  His  Majeily's  Privy  Council,  and  His  Majefty's  Secretory  of  State 
*"T  Fbctign  A&irs,  at  I^ndooy  on  the  nineteenth  day  of  November, 

i  ths  year  of  our  Lord  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  ninety-four  ; 
'iuch  treaty  is  word  for  word  as  follows ;  to  wit, 

[Hert  folloHJi)s  the  treaty. "] 

Aad  wheraai  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  did,  by  their  refolutio^l 
v">  ibe  twenty-fourth  day  of  June,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  479S»  (a4 

vot,xLin.  p 
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the  Senaton  of  the  United  States  being  then  prefeat,  and  two-thirds  there- 
of concurring)  **  confentto  andadvifethe  Prefident  of  the  United  States 
*'  to  ratify  the  treaty  of  amity,  commerce  and  navigation,  between  His 
"  Britannic  Majeily  and  the  United  States  of  America,  concluded  at  Lon- 
**  don  the  nineteenth  day  of  November,  1794.  on  condition  that  there  be 
"  added  to^the  faid  treaty  an  article,  whcrebv  it  (hall  be  agreed  to  fufpcnd 
the  operation  of  fo  much  of  the  twelfth  article  as  refpef^s  the  trade  which 
His  laid  Majeily  thereby  confeuts  may  be  carried  on  between  the  United 
**  States  and  his  iflands  in  the  Weft  Indies,  in  the  manner,  and  on  the 
«*  terms  and  conditions  therein  fpccified." 

And  whereas  it  will  fatisfy,'and  be  conformable  with  the  faid  advice 
and  confent  of  the  Senate,  if  there  be  added  to  the  faid  treaty  an  article  is 
the  following  words,  that  is  to  fay. 

Additional  Article,  . 

*<  It  is  farther  agreed  betwc»^n  the  faid  contradling  parties,  that  the 
"  operation  of  To  much  of  the  twelfth  article  of  the  faid  treaty  as  refpefl^ 
"  the  trade  which  His  faid  Majefty  thereby  confents  may  be  carried  on  be- 
*«  tween  the  United  States  and  his  iflnnds  in  the  Weft  Indies,  in  the  man- 
ner and  on  the:  terms  and  conditions  therein  fpecified,  (hall  be  fuf- 
pended«" 

« 

Now,  therefore,  I  George  Wafliington,  Prefident  of  the  United  States 
of  America,  having  feen  and  confidered  the  treaty  and  addi4ional  article 
albrefaid,  do,  in  purfuance  of  the  aforefaid  advice  and  confent  of  tlic 
:  Senate  of  the  United  States  of  America,  by  thefe  prefents,  ratify,  accept 
And  confirm  the  faid  treaty  and  the  faid  additional  article,  as  the  (dmc 
are  herein. befo;?e  fct  forth. 

And  I  do  moreover  hereby  declare,  that  the  faid  treaty  and  the  faii 
additional  article  form  together  one  inftroment,  and  are  a  treaty  betweea 
the  Unifed  States  of  America  and  His  Britannic  MajefVy,  made  by  the 
Prefident  of  the  United  Sute»,  by  and  with  the  adviqe  and  confent  of  the 
Senate  thereof. 

For  the  greater  teftimony  and  validity  of  all  which,   I  have 
(Seal.)      caufed  the  great  feal  ot  the  United  States  of  AnK:rica  to  be 
affixed  to  thefb  prefents,  and  have  iigned  the  fame  with  mj 
band. 

Given  at  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  the  fourteenth  day  of  Aaguft,  in  the 
year  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  ninty-five,  and  of  thelndepen* 
dence  of  the  United  States  of  America  the  twentieth. 

(Signed]  Geo.    Washington. 

By  the  Prefident  of  the  United  States  of  America, 

(Signed)  Edm*    Randolph, 

.Secretary  of  State  for  the  tJaitci 
titates  of  Amcrica«^ 

His  Majcfiys  Full  Fewer. 
GEORGE  R. 
GEORGE  the  TTiird,  by  the  grace  of  God,  King  of  Great  Britaia^ 
Fiance  and  Ireland,  Defender  of  the  Faith^  Duke  of  Brunfwick  and  Lo- 
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« 

senboigb,  Arch-Treafurer  and  Prince  EleAor  of  the  Holy  Roman  Em- 
pire, &c.    To  all  to  whom  thefe  prefents  Ihall  come,  greeting.     Where- 
as, fortheperft&ngy  confirming  and  rcnderbg  perpetual  the  peace,  friend- 
fliipand  good  underftanding  between  nsand  our  good  friends  the  United 
States  of  America,  for  adjuring  and  terminating  all  fubOfting  difiercnces 
and  difpotes,  from  whatever  caufe  the  fame  may  have  arifen  between  us 
and  the  iaid  United  States,  or  between  our  Aihjeds  and  the  people  or  in- 
habitants of  the  faid  States ;  for  removing  the  grounds  of  future  diflen- 
tioas,  and  lor  promoting  and  extending  the  mutual  intercourfe  of  trac'e 
and  commerce  between  our  dominions  and  the  territories  of  the  faid 
United  States,  we  hare  thought  proper  to  inveft  fome  fit  perfon  with  full 
ponxn  on  our  part  to  confer,  treat  and  conclude  with  John  Jay,  efquire,' 
the  Envoy  Extraordinary  of  the  {aid  United  States  to  our  court,  now  re- 
tiding  at  oar  faid  court,  and  duly  authorized  in  that  behalf  on  the  part  df 
the  faid  United  States.     Now  know  ye,  that  we,  repoling  efpecial  trull 
and  confidence  in  the  wifdore,  loyalty,  diligence  and  circumfpection  of  our 
ri;;ht  trufty  and  welUbeloved  Counfellor  William  Wyndham,  Baron  Gren- 
viileof  Wotton,  and  our  principal  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs, 
hire  nominated,  conftttuted  and  appointed,  and  by  the(e  prefents  do  no- 
minate, conftitute  and  appoint  him  our  true,  certain  and  undoubted  com- 
mifibner,  procurator  and  plenipotentiary :  eiving  and  granting  to  bim  all 
afli  all  manner  of  faculty,  power,  and  authority,  together  with  general 
'i^  well  as  fpecial  orders  (fo  as  the  general  do  not  derogate  from  the  Ipecial, 
nor  on  the  contrary)  for  us  and  in  our  name  to  meet,  ponfer,  treat  and 
conciade  with  the  faid  Miaiftcr,  furnifhed  with  fufficient  powers  on  the 
pm  of  our  faid  good  friends  the  Unitsd  States  of  America,  of  and  con- 
cerning all  fuch  matters  and  things  as  may  be  rcquifite  and  neceilary  for 
2:cjaipli(hingandcomplcating  the  fevenuends  and  purp^fcs  herein  before 
mmtioned  ;  and  alfo  for  us  and  in  our  name  to  (ign  fuch  treaty  or  treaties, 
convention  or  conventions,  or  other  inftruments  what  foe  ver,  as  may  be 
^'^TQcd  upon  in  the  premifes,  and  njiutually  to  deliver  and  receive  the  fame 
i  t  exchange ;  and  to  do  and  perform  all  fuch  other  ads,  matters  and 
I'lingsas  may  be  any  Ways  proper  and  conducive  to  the  purpofcs  above- 
xnentioncil,  in   as  full  and  ample  form  and  manner,  and  with  the  like 
\ilidity  and   effc^  as  we  ourfelf,  if  we  were  prcfent,  could  do  and  per- 
torm  the  fame;  engaging  and  promifing  on  our  royal  word,  that  w^  will 
accept,  ratify  and  confirm,  in  the  moll  effedual  manner,  all  fuch  ads, 
ip'\irers  and  things  as  (hall  be  fo  tran faded  ancJ  concluded  by  our  afore- 
iari  commifiloner, procurator,  and  plenipotentiary,  and  that  we  will  never 
ijf'rany  perfcm  to  violate  the  fame,  in  th?>vholc  or  in  part,  or  to  ad 
^xtrary  thereto. 

In  tetlimony  and  confirmation  of  all  which,  we  have  cau fed  our  great 
f^al  of  Great  Britain  to  be  affixed  to  thefe  prefents,  figned  with  our  royal 

hr»d. 

Given  at  our  palace  at  St.  James's,  the  feventeenth  day  of  Novemlvr,  in 
the  year  of  our  lord  onethoufand  feven  hundred  and  niuety-four,  and 
in  the  thirty-fifth  year  of  our  reign. 

Full  Power  of  the  Uiitcd  Sfates. 

Ceokcs  Washington,  Prefident  of  tl  e  United  States  of  America, 

To  all  and  iingalar  whom  theie  prefents  (hall  concern,  greeting, 

KNOW  ye,  that,  for  the  purpofe  of  confirming  between  the  United 
-<aiti  of  America  and  His  Britannic  Majeily  pcrfcd  harmony  and  a  good 

Pa 
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conefpood^ei  and  of  removing  all  groxinds  of  dxSatbfai^on^  and  (reni 
t  fpecial  troft  and  confidence  in  the  integrity*  prudence*  and  abilities  of 
John  Jay*  Chief  Juflice  of  the  Uniied  States*  I  have  nombated  and,  by 
and  with  the  advice  and  confent  of  the  Senate*  appointed  the  fatd  John 
Jay*  envoy  extraordinary  of  the  United  States  to  His  Britannic  Majeily, 
hereby  giving  and  granting  fo  him  fall  and  all  manner  of  power  a!ad  au- 
thority* as  a&b  a  general  and  fpecial  command*  at  the  court  of  his  fasd 
Majeftv*  for  and  m  the  name  of  the  United  States*  to  taeet  and  confer 
with  tne  minifters*  commiflioners*  or  deputies' of  his  faid  Majefty*  being 
{bmiihed  with  folBcknt  aathority*  whetner  fingly  and  feparately,  or  col- 
Id^velv  and  jointly*  and  with  them  to  agree*  treat,  confult*  and  n^;o- 
ciate  or  and  concerning  all  matters  and  caufes  of  dliFcrence  fubfifting  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  his  faid  Majefty*  whether  the  fame  rcfpe^ 
tlie  inexecution  or  infra^lion  of  the  armiftice*  declaring  a  ceifation  of 
hoftilities  between  the  United  States  of  America  and  his  Britannic  Ma- 
yfly* at  Verfailles* 'on  the  aoth  day  of  January  *  1783*  or  the  definitive 
treaty  of  peace  made  between  the  United  States  and  his  faid  Majefty  on 
the  3d  day  of  September*  1785*  or  the  inftru^ions  of  his  faid  Majefty 
to  his  (hips  of  war  and  privateers,  of  whatfoever  date*  but  efpecially  on 
the  8th  of  June*  179J*  the  6th  of  November*  1793*  and  the  8th  of 
lanuaify*  1 794 1  or  reftitucion  or  compenCation  in  the  cafes  of  capture  or 
feizure  made  of  the  property  of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  by  the 
faid  fhips  of  war  and  privateers*  or  retribution  for  the  injuries  received 
tfaereBx>m  by  any  citizen  of  the  United  States :  and  alfo  of  and  concern- 
ing  the  general  commerce  between  the  United  States  and  the  kingdoms 
atid  dominions  of  his  Britaimic  Mafedy*  wherefoever  they  may  be ;  and 
€0  concbde  and  fign  a  treaty  or  treaties*'  convention  or  conventions, 
touching  the  premifes ;  traftimitting  the  fame  to  the  Prefident  of  the 
tJoited  States  of  America  for  his  final  ratification,  by  and  with  the  advice 
( nd  coofent  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States* 

In  teftimony  whereof*  I  have  caufed  the  feal  of  the  United 
IL*  S.)  States  to  be  hereunto  affixed,     (jivea  under  my  hand*  at 

the  city  of  Philadelphia*  this  fixth  day  of  May,  one 
thouland  (even  hundred  and  ninety- faur*  and  of  the  inde- 
pendence of  the  Umted  States  of  America  the  eighteenth. 

(Signed)  Gzo.  Washington. 

$y  the  Pitfident  of  the  United  States  of  America* 

(Signed)  Edm.  Rahpolph* 

Secretary  of  State. 

•  *rhc  Houfe  having  refolved  into  a  Committee  of  Supply, 
Lord  ARDEN  moved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  poramit- 
tee,  that  110,000  fcamen,  including  18,000  marines,  be  granted 
to  His  Majefty  for  the  fervicc  of  the  year  1796. 

Mr.  MAURICE  ROBINSON  obfcr\cd,  that  he  was  war- 
ranted to  fay,  from  the  beft  authority,  that  the  Weft- India  fervicc 
had  been  fhamefully  negleded.  No  accommodation  or  conve- 
nience, fufficicjTtly  adequate  to  fucli  fcrvice,  was  provided  to  the 
men  5  and  he  was  well  informed,  tliat  the  foldicry  wxtc  fo  crowded 
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and  flowed  together  in  die  trani]poorts,  that  numbers  of  i^/sm  had 
I::^  tbdr  lives,  and  many  their  heahhs,  fo  as  to  be  incapable  of 
jtiilicirT  operations.  /  Thus,  he  obferved,  moft  of  our  expeditwns 
to  that  part  of  the  world  fatted,  and  this  country  was  thereby  fiib- 
jiv^cd  tE>  a  great  expenditure  of  money  and  men.  It  had  been 
calculated,  that  one-fourth  part  of  the  men  who  were  loft  in  Ac 
diScfcnt  expeditions  periflied  in  this  way,  through  the  negligence 
of  His  Majefty's  Minifters.  If  he  was  miftFifbrmed,  or  had 
milflated  fa£ts,  Minifters  were^  in  juftification  of  themfelves, 
bound  to  fet  him  right. 

Mr.  SecieUiy  DUNDAS  aofwered,  th^  the  bonourabk  gen- 
tleman was  entirely  miiinfbrmed  on  what  he  ftated  with  fuch  confi- 
detice  to  the  Houfe.  But  if  he  only  wifked  to  be  fet  ri^it,  or 
lud  an?  rnnonftrance  to  make,  he  ou^t  rather  to  apply  to  Minif- 
ters elicwhere,  and  not  throw  out  fuch  grofs  inlkiuations  in  thai 
Houfe.  Mr.  Dundas  obferved,  that  he  had  it  in  his  power  to 
cbviatc  all  fuch  unfounded  attacks,  and  more  immediately  the  pre- 
fcnc  one  ;  having  a  letter  in  his  hand  firom  the  commander  of  the 
cxpedxtk>n,  to  which  die  honourable  gendeman-  alluded.  Here 
Mr.  Dundas  read  the  following  extrad:*-*-^'  It  is  btit  juftice  to 
&v,  that  neither  titxible  nor  expence  has  been  fpared  for  the  ac- 
commodadon  and  health  of  the  foldiers."  Mr.  Dundas  faid,  that 
he  knew  the  ibunrc  of  the  horuMirable  gentleman's  infermadon; 
but  he  hoped  he  had  faid  enough  to  (hew  the  Hotde  that  the  com- 
plaint was  crronoous. 

Mr.  ROBINSON  replied,  that  he  never  (hould  apjdy  to  Mi. 
niftcrs  at  their  offices,  on  matters  of  great  national  conoern;  he 
fikHild  always  afk  information  ia  that  Houfe. 
The  Retblution  was  then  carried. 
Lord  ARDEN   moved>  that  a  Ibm,  not  exceeding  4l.  per 

mondi,  per  man,  be  allowed  for  the  maintenance  of  the  aforefaid 

Acn  for  thirteen  months,  including  the  ordnance  of  the  navy. 
The  above  Refolutions  pafled  the  Committee,  and  the  report 

»a$  ordered  to  be  received  on  Friday  next. 
Mr.  RYDER  pre(ente(i  a  bill  to  prevent  the  exportation  of  com 
a  limited  time,  and  to  allow  its  importation,  duty  free.     The 

bill  was  read  a  firft  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  fecond  time  on 

Friday. 

Mr.  Secretary  DUNDAS  laid  before  the  Houfe  the  proclama- 
tions which  were  iffucd  on  the  3 1  ft  of  Odobcr,  and  4th  of  No- 
vrmbcr  laft,  which  were  ordered  to  be  confidered  on  Tuettay  next. 

[The  copies  of  thefe  proclamations  will  be  found  in  thci:  proper 
i'^>  in  thp  PfocQediag$  of  t^e  Houfe  of  Peers.] 


HO  PARLIAMENTARY  [Commcnj. 

,  Friday^   6tty  Nonjember. 

Mr.  WILBERFORCE  prefentcd  a  petition  from  the  inhabi- 
tants of  a  town  in  Yorkfhirc,  ftating,  that  corn  was  fold  therein 
otjlier  than  the  regular  markets^  and  praying  the  interference  of  thc| 
Houfe. 

The  petition  was  ordered  to  be  referred  to  the  cdmmictee  fori 
taking  the  higli  price  of  grain  into  coniideration. 

Monday^   gth  November. 

The  right  honourable  DUDLEY  RYDER  moved,  that  fuch 
a  number  of  copies  of  the  report  of  a  committee  of  the  Hbufc  of 
Commons,  bearing  date  December  the  2d,  1772,  relative  to  the 
aflize  of  bread,  might  be  printed  ;  and  of  a  report  of  the  1 4th  of 
June,   i774f  relative  to  the  admixture  of  flour. 

Vtt,  Secretary  DUNDAS  rofe,  and  prefaced  the  motion  of  thanks 
be  ^as  about  to  make,  by  remarking,  that  the  rcafon  why  ih\^ 
motion  was  not  made  in  conncdtion  with  thofe  fo  lately  agreed  to, 
in  the  cafe  of  Lord  Bridport,  and  the  officers  and  men  under  Iiis 
command,  arofc  from  its  not  being  an  ufual  circumflance  ^  to  vote 
the  thanks  of  this  Houfe,  except  in  cafe  of  an  adlual  and  decifivc 
vidlory  obtained  over  the  enemy.  .  Yet,  though  no  adlual  victory 
was  obtained  in  the  prefcnt  cafe,  the  gallant  behaviour  of  Vice- 
Admiral  Cornwallis  was  not  the  lefs  confpicuous  in  offering  battle 
to  fuch  a  fupcrior  force  of  the  enemy.  In  addition  to  this,  he 
would  obferve  that  this  matter  had  already  been  confidered  in  the 
other  Houfe  of  Parliament,  and  a  fimilar  motion  to  that  which  he 
was  about  to  offer,  liad  pafied  there.  He  would  not  fay  that  the 
condud  of  that  Houfe  wa^  to  guide  the  deliberations  of  this  ;  at  the 
fame  time  he  (hould  be  truly  forry  if  an  idea  was  to  go  forth  that  tlie 
Houfe  of  Commons  was  lefs  fenfible  to  the  merits  of  the  honour- 
able Admiral,  his  officers  and  men,  than  the  Houfe  of  Lords.  To 
do  away  every  fufpicion  of  this  nature,  as  well  as  to  do  juftice  to  the 
iQerits  of  the  parties  concerned,  he  would  move, 

"  That  the  thanks  of  this  Houfc  be  given  to  the  honourable 
Vice  Admiral  Cornwallis,  for  the  great  abilities,  judgement,  and 
determined  bravery,  he  difplaved  in  the  conduft  of  a  fquadron  of 
His  Majcfty's  fleet,  when  in  prefcncc  of  a  fupcrior  fleet  of  the  enemy, 
on  the  1 6th  and  1 7th  da}  s  of  June  laft  ;  and  that  Mr.  Speaker  do 
fignify  the  fame  to  hitti." 

**  That  the  thanks  of  tbi«^  1 1  -ufe  be  given  to  the  feveral  Captains 
and  Officers  of  the  fi-.vt  w^Arr  The  commund  of  the  honourable 
Vice  Adriiiral  CorawallKN,   Va  their  bravery  and  gallant  condu^  ob 
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the  i6th  and  17th  d^sof  June  b&,  1795  ;  and  that  Vice  Ad- 
miral Carnwallts  do  fignify  the  fame  to  them. 

That  this  HoiiCe  «doth  highly  approve  of,  and  acknowledge,  the 
firniccs  of  the  feamen,  marines,  and  foldiers,  on  board  the 
fhips  under  the  command  of  the  honourable  Vice  Admiral  Com- 
wallis,  on  the  faid  1 6th  and  1 7th  days  of  June  lad  ;  atid  that  the 
Captains  of  the  feveral  (hips  do  iignify  the  fame  to  their  .refpedlve 
crews,  and  iio  thank  them  for  their  ^lant  behaviour. 

Mr.  Chancdlor  PITT  moved  the  Order  of  the  Day,  which 
was,  to  take  His  MajeAy's  proclamation  againft  feditiou3  meetings 
iiio)  ponfideration. 

The  prochmation  being  read, 

Mr.  Chancdlor  PITT  faid,  thajc  the  circumfiai)ces  which  gave 
ibun(ktion  to  the  proclamation  which  the  houfe  had  now  I^eardy 
were  very  recent,  and  had  made  fo  ftrong  an   imprefllon  on  die 
mind  of  every  man  in  that  Houfe,  as  well  as  on  all  ranks  and  de> 
fcriptiunsof  His  Majefty's  fubje<51s,  that  it  was  unncceifary  for  him 
to  detain  the  Hoiifc  upon  that  fubjedl. — They  all  knew  the  caufc 
if  chat  proclamation,  and  the  circumdances  and  tranfadlions  of  tlic 
day  to  which  it  referred-      Unqucftionably,  in  thefirft  place,  every 
nun's  mind  muft  be  ftrongly  affcAed  by  the  daring  attempt  whidi 
hid  been  made  againft  the  pcrfon  of  the  Sovereign,  and  that  too 
when  he  was  in  the  exercifc  of  the  moft  facrcd  function  of  the  kingly 
opacity  ;    in  the  aiftivc  exercife   of  his  right  of  meeting  the  twa 
•tfhcr  branches  of  die  legiflatmre,  which  was  the  great,  and  indeed, 
the  only  refource  of  the  public  for  the  proteftion  and  fupport  of  all 
tbc  blcflings  which  this  country  ever  iiad  enjoyed.     If,  from,  any 
circumtonccs,  that  Houfe  found  that  the  refpeft  which  was  due  to 
tl;e  charaScr  of  the  Sovereign  had  been  difreggirdcd,  they  ought  t» 
cxprds  their  feelings  upon  that  occafion.     Thcfe  oonfiderations 
would  be  ftili  more  fcrioiis,  when  to  this  came  to  be  added  that  of 
2  perfonal  infuit  to  His  Majcfty  himfclf.     The  Houfe  would  tho"^ 
fvrc  feel  that  the  late  inftance  of  flagrant  infuk  to  his  Majclly,  both 
pdbnal  and  in  his  kingly  capaii^ity,  was  of  an  atrocious  and  alarm- 
ing nature.     They  would  feel  that  fuch  an  attack  fhruck  at  the  in- 
<^9ehdance  of  pegrii^nnent  as  a  legiflative  body,  and  fet  at  defiance 
^oy  branch  of  our  conftitution.     They  muft  therefore  feel  that 
^^mc  farther  fccurity  was  neccflary  for  the  due  obfcrvarKc  of  order; 
fot  Ibmeconcdion  fliould  be  given  to  the  law  in  order  to  prevent 
^  evil  and  danger  with,  which  wc  were  threatened  ;  that  fonv^ 
°Jcaus  muft  te  found  to  reprcfs  the  fpirit  which  gave  birth  to  fucb. 
^dariog  outrage. 
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UAcciy  an  the  mind  of  iserf  man  who  hesud  him,  the  firii 
inipreflion  was,  as  he  beltevei  it  muft  fae»  diat  they  were  called 
upon  by  the  aUqgiance,  hy  the  sfiedtimiy  and  Ae  love  which  the^ 
Ixre  to  the  Sovereign^  and  by  the  doty  they  owed  to  the  public,  to 
prcfenre  ^e  rights  of  parliamenty  the  peace  and  happinefs^  not  only 
of  the  metropolis,  but  atfeof  the  kingdom  ;ft  large,  he  believed,  he 
&id,  they  could  not  do  their  duty  better  than  by  endeavouring  to 
prevent  a  repetidon  of  the  outrage.     If  they  did  not  cndesvour  X6 
check  d)e  caufe  of  foch  an  evil,  they  mud,  in  the  eye  of  eveiy  pru-j 
derA  man,  feem  to  have  Aegle6^  their  duty.     They  muft  there- 
fore look  at  all  the  circumftances  that  were  connefited  with,  and 
perhaps  had  produced  this  flagrant  2&  of  infuk  to  the  Sovereign. 
He  fpoke  not  now  of  die  guilt  of  every  individual  who  wis  con- 
cerned in  this  inrticular  ad,  but  of  the  genend  drcumftances  of  the 
cafe.     Tlie  iirft  fentimmts  which  the  fubjed  excited  were  thofe  of 
horror  and  indignadon  ;  the  fisoond  fentiment  he  believed  would  be 
that  of >  a  convitStion  of  the  neceffity  of  putting  an  end  to  the  chief 
caufe  ;  this  be  thought  could  be  done  only  by  preventing  feditious 
aflemblies,  thofe  vehicles  of  difafibdion  and  diHoyalty — thofe  meet- 
ings in  which  the  minds  of  the  ignorant  were  inflamed  and  pr^red 
fix*  rebellion,  and  which  gave  birth,  he  believed,  to  the  abandon- 
ed a6t  of  outrage  of  which  His  MajeAy  had  complained.     That 
was  his  cpnion  ^  an  opinion  ^diich,  as  far  as  he  could  judge  finom 
hit  own  feeling  and  obiervation,  and  from  the  information  which 
the  interval  had  allowed,  he  believed  pervaded  every  part  of  the 
country*     He  believed  it  was  the  anxious  wifii  of  the  people,  that 
pariiament  fliould  intofcre  and  put  an  end  to  the  caufe  ^lACidti  has  led 
fo  this  daring  infult.     This  caufe  he  had  (hited  in  general  terms.*— 
Enough,  he  believcdy^  had  been  ftated  to  nuke  an  impieflion  on 
the  Houfc ;  they  would  furely  all  agree  in  the  neceffity  of  adapting 
fome  meafure  to  prevent  the  commiffion  of  another  fuch  outrage. 
The  motion  with  which  he  intended  to  conclude,  would  go  to  that 
<>bje<^.     He  (l^ould  have  propofed  ibmc  law  for  the  better  fecurity 
of  the  peribn  of  His  Majefty ;  but  as  he  underfiood  that  a  meafure 
for  that  purpofe  was  now  in  its  piogrefs  in  the  other  Houfe,  he 
thought  it  would  be  as  well  to  wait  for  fome  communication  itom 
that  quarter.     His  motion  was  direded  not  merely  to  inforce  the 
law,  as  to  the  attack  on  the  perfon  of  His  Majefty,  but  alfo  to  pre- 
vent thefe  meetings  under  different  defcriptions,  the  e&&  of  which 
was  to  delude  the  ignorant  part  of  the  oommunity,  and  to  wtiich 
he  attributed  ^is  outrage.     In  thefe  public  and  very  qumertxtf 
meetings,  under  the  general  pretext  of  national  gtievances,  not,  bf 
the  way,  very  clofely  adhering  to  that  pretext^  were  often  difcuficd 
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topics  anconneftcd  widi  paTliamentary  reform,  and  of  different  peti- 
tions to  parliament ;  but  the  view  of  the  parties  was  very  different 
troni  cidicr  of  thefc  points.     Another  part  of  what  he  had  to  notice 
arofeout  of  the  proceedings  of  parties  lefs  numerous  and  lefs  public, 
h:  meant  meetings  held  in  difftrent  parts  of  the  metropolis,  for  the 
iitcuffion  of  political  fubjedls,  as  avowed,  but  for  the  dircft  and 
i.TimcjIiatc  purpofc  of  difleminating  groundlcfs  jealoufy  and  alarm 
dzi\n'.\  government,  and  fpreading  felfe  complaints  from  the  lower 
orders  of  the  people.      In  thefe  meetings  every  thing  that  could 
crrjtc  fadion,  every  thing  thit  could  excite  difloyalt)%  every  thing 
tiut  could  prepare  the  minds  of  thofe  who  attended,  for  rebellion, 
«is  indufhioufly  propagated.     A  law  therefore  (hould  be  enaded 
t-j  prcvcm  the  mifchief  which  fuch  meetings  might  otherwife  pro- 
duce ;  as  well  as  againft  the  other  evil  of  which  he  had  already  taken 
iome  nonce.      With  regard  to  the  firft  of  thefc  two  obje<Sh ;   no 
ir,iD  could  have  a  doubt  that  the  right  to  give  his  opinion  on  public 
^i'lTs,  and  to  difcufs  the  propriety  of  public  meafures  of  the  legifla- 
rjrc,  was  an  inherent  right  of  every  man  in  this  country,  and  he 
'Smld  be  forry  to  fay  any  thing  from  a  momentary  prcffure,  how- 
ever ftrong,  againft  the  fobcr  cxfercife  of  the  conftitutional  privilege 
'f  individuals,  -which  was  the  privilege  of  meeting,  difcuflfing  pub-* 
':  meafures,  and  forming  petitions  to  the  legiflature.     But  on  th6 
*hcrhand,  if  meetings  of  this  kind  were  made  the  mere  cover  or 
'  ic  pretext  for  a£ls  which  were  as  inconfiftent  with  the  liberty  of 
fh:  fubjcft,  as  it  was  poffiblc  to  imagine  any  thing  to  be  ;  if  inftead 
^t  ftating  real  grievances,  the  people  were  excited  to  rebellion  ;  if 
'  i^lcad  of  favouring  the  principles  of  freedofn,  the  very  foundation 
^:  It  was  to  be  dcftroyed,  and  with  it  the  happinefs  of  the  people,  it 
'*w  high  time  for  the  legiflature  to  interpofe  with  its  authority. 
Where  there  arc  two  things  to  look  to,  the  inviolable  principle  which 
protcds  the  right  of  petitioning  on  the  one  hand,  and  theabufeof  it 
'^^■kr  fidfc  pretences,  and  under  flimfey  pretexts  on  the  other,  cart 
^-S  be  taken  to  prefcrve  the  principle  inviolate,  and  to  correft  aS 
"•^h  as  pofllble  the  abufes.     He  therefore  (hould  tiot  wonder,  if 
''  the  detail,  tjiis  might  be  found  to  be  a  fubjcft  of  very  confidera- 
'''i  delicacy.     But  the  queftion  now  was  this,  did  we  feel  that  the 
l^^m  moment  called  for  fome  remedy  upon  that  fubjeft,  and  if 
^1  leaving  the  queflion  of  detail  for  future  difcuiTion,  the  Houfe 
*0Qld  proceed  upon  fome  plan  for  that  purpofe.     According  to 
Anions  which  he  had  colletSed  as  well  as  he  could  from  others', 
and  what  he  had  formed  for  himfelf,  the  great  point  wanted  at  this 
'^*<>n'cnt  was,  a  more  clearly  defined  and  better  fecured  power  m 
■^  magiftratcs,  to  put  an  end,  fpeedily  and  fartimarily,  to-  the 
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mfetings,  fuch  as  he  had  dcfcribcd  the  confe<luenccs  of,  which  had 
been  fo  lately  experienced.     He  did  not  propofc  any  thing  againft 
aflemblies  profcffedly  legal  and  loyal.     He  thought  that  a  regula- 
tion, however,  might  be  made.     He  (hould  propofe  that  when  any 
fuch  meeting  was  intended  to  be  held,  notice  fliould  be-fent  of  fuch 
intention  to  a  magiftrate,  which  might  put  hitn  on  his  guard>   and 
give  him  an  opjwrtunity  to  watch  the  meeting,  and  to  fee  the  con- 
fcquences.     Tlicfe  meetings  the  magiftratc  would  of  courfe  attend, 
and  he  (hould  be  empowered  to  bring  with  him  as  many  peace  officers 
as  he   might  think  neccflary.     He  (hould  therefore  propofe,   that 
whatever  be  the  pretext  of  a  public  meeting  (if  the  Houfe  was  at  all 
of  opinion  there  was  any  necclliry  fi^r  a  regulation  of  fuch   meet- 
ings), that  fuch  notice  (hould  be  given  to  the  magif^rate,  in  order 
Jthat  he  might  attend,  for  the  prcfcrvation  of  the  public  peace  ;  tliat 
he  might  watch  the  proceedings,  to  prevent  any  meafure  that  might 
tend  to  attack,  or  to  bring  into  contempt  either  the  Sovereign  him- 
felf,  or  any  branch  of  the  eftabliflicd  Government  of  the  countr}'. 
That  the  magiftratc  (hould  be  empowered  to  apprehend  anypcrfons 
whofe  condudt  (hould  fcem  calculated  for  thofe  purpofes,  and  thnt 
any  reiiftance  to  the  authority  of  a  magi(hrate  fo  a<9ing,  (hould  be 
deemed  felony  in  every  pcrfon  concerned  in  it.— That,  on    per- 
ceiving the  proceedings  of  fuch  meeting  to  be  tumultuous  and  lead- 
ing to  the  bad  confequcnccs  he  had  already  mentioned,  the  magif- 
trate  (hould  have  power  fimilar  to  that  which  he  had  already  by  the 
riot  aft,  to  difperfe  that  a(rembly  ;  and  that,  after  reading  the  riot 
ad,  and  ordering  them  to  difperfe,  any  number  of  perfons  remai  n- 
ing  (hould,  as  by  the  riot  aft,  incur  the  penalty  of  the  law,   tint 
of  felony.     This  power  to  be  given  to  the  magiftrate  was,  in  lii* 
view  of  the  fubjeft,  abfolutely  ncccflfary  ;  but   it  appeared  to  him 
ftiil  to  leave  tlie  free  exercife  of  the  right  of  petitioning  [At  thcfc 
words  there  was^  a  cry  of  hear !  hear  !J.     This  power,  he  would 
repeat,  it  was  abfolutely  nece(rary  to  delegate  to  the  magiftratc  in 
order  to  guard  againft  the  abufc  of  the  right  of  petitioning,  and  to 
preferve  the  public  peace  and  tranquillity.     He  ftated  here  thc(hort 
outline,  merely  to  give  the  Houfe  an  idea  of  the  nature  of  the  re- 
gulations he  intended  to  propofc ;  the  detail  would  naturally  come 
hereafter  if  the   Houfe  (hould  concur  with  him  in  opinion,  as  to 
the  ncceflTity  of  bringing  this  fubjeft  forward.     He  alluded  alfo  to 
the  poifon  of  fedition  from  other  meetings,  lefs  public  than  thofe  of 
which  hc.had  juftfpoken  ;  he  meant  leftures  and  diCcourfes  on  poli- 
tical fubjcfts  where  money  AVas  received,  and  where  fedition  w*as 
gthc  fource  of  livelihood  of  certain  perfons.'     This  certainly  required 
die  intcrpofition  of  the  legiflature.     The  means  he  piupofed  were 
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to  apply  the  hw  generally  and  univerfally  wherever  there  was  money 
tsken  for  admiflion  to  hear  the  difcuflion  of  political  fubje<Ss.  '  It 
r:s  a  n^jlation  founded  on  fomething  of  the  fame  plan,  as  that 
i»  Vich  was  adopted  fourteen  years  ago,  to  prevent  aflemblies  on  the 
5  nhr.  The  regulation  he  Ihould  propofe  would  be  that  of  render- 
.  :  rhc  Houfc  liable  to  be  confideredas  a  difordcrly  one,  and  that 
r : '  p'rrfons  therein  affemblcd  fhould  be  tried  accordingly  ;  and  in 
f  jijr  to  prevent  cvafion,  the  regulation  ftiould  apply  to  places  where 
pcrhns  aflcmblcd  by  tickets  to  a  certain  number,  be)*ond  the  num- 
':  .r  of  the  family,  unlcfs  fuch  houfc  fliould  have  been  licenfed  by  .a 
r ;;  ilrate.  Thefe  were  the  outlines  of  the  meafure  he  had  to  pro- 
I  c,  and  he  was  d)  for  convinced  of  their  propriety,  that  he  truft* 
c :  ti.crc  would  be  but  one  feeling  in  the  Houfe  as  to  the  neceflity 
^'"f^mc  meafure.  '  f  A  cry  of  hear!  hear!]  He  was- himfelf  fo 
r  ic[\  imprcffcd  with  the  necefTity  of  the  meafure,  that  he  was  rather 
r  r  more  impelled  to  proceed  in  his  plan,  than  to  relinquifh  it  by  a 
^ '.T  gentlemen,  from  the  degree  of  vociferation  which  fecmed  to  be 
'•'^pltiycdagainft  It.  He  (hould  fay  nothing  farther  at  prefent,  left 
f  il'-mii^  to  dilate,  he  (hould  be  fuppc/ed  to  fhow  the  fmalleft  dif- 
t'ii  of  the  propriety  of  the  meafure.  He  therefore  concluded  with 
r  vi(^,  «<  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  more 
^tLttoally  preventing  fcditious  aflcmblics." 

Mr.  FOX  addreifcd  the  chair,  in  words  nearly  to  the  following 
;  jcofe.     Mr.  Speaker,   I  truft  tliat  it  is  unneceflary  for  me  to  pre- 

*  .erhe  remarks,  with  which  I  fliall  now  trouble  the  Houfe,  with 
^liring,  that  I  felt  as  much  abhorence  at  the  daring  and  atrocious 
::npt  againft  His  Majefty's  facred  perfon,  as  any  man  in  the 

'  -'.rn%  or  as  any  member  who  may  fecond  the  bill  now  propofed 
' "  hz  brot7,ht  in.  But  when  I  have  gone  thus  far  in  exprcffing 
■  Hvi.Ticnts  congenial  to  thofc  which  have  now  been  brought  forward 
'  •  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  I  muft  •  ftop.  Nor  do  I 
'  'JTkthat  I  exprefs  feebly  the  indignation  and  abhorence,  which  I 
":  on  the  day  of  the  attempt  againft  His  Majefty,  when  I  fay  it 
^"-5  at  leaft  equal  to  what  I  feci  on  this  day,  in  confequence  of  the 
r^^fure  which  has  now  been  propofed  to  you.  In  adverting  to  a 
i'xscdii^  which  ;s  now  going  on  in  another  place,  the  right 
'  nf3urablc  gentleman  fays,  that  the  prefent  bill  is  not  calculated 

•  r  the  greater  fecurijty  of  His  Majefty's  perfon.  I  much  queftion 
^•^t  when  the  other  meafure  alluded  to,  and  which  profefles  to  have 
'^T3t  objeft,  (hall  come  to  be  difcuffed  here,  that  the  fame  thing  alfo 
2"Jy  be  faid  of  it  with  equal  propriety.  The  right  honourable  gcn- 
■•fman  has,  without  the  fmalleft  (hadow  of  proof,  taken  for  grant- 
^t  that  the  attack  againft  His  Majefty's  pcribn  was  connedted  with 
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th^  traDfa<^Lons  of  a  previous  meeting.  I  know  that  the  conftiru- 
tion  of  this  country  has  flood  for  ages,  without  any  attempt  being 
made  to  deftroy  the  liberties  of  the  fubjeft,  and  that  the  law,  as 
it  now'flands,  has  been  found  fully  adequate  for 'all  the  purpofes  of 
its  prote£tion.  If  the  propofed  jneafure  be  neccffary,  it  aflTumes 
that  the  laws  now  in  exiflence  are  not  equal  to  puni(h  fedition. 
This  I  contend  not  to  be  the  cafe.  I  affirm,  that  if  anv  fcdi- 
tious  meeting  was  held  to^^encouragc  the  outrage  againfl  His  Ma- 
Jefty  by  fpecches,  or  by  the  difperdon  of  hand-bills,  that  thert 
arp  already  laws  to  prevent  fuch  purpofc  from  being  carried  intc 
Cned,  and  to  punilh  the  fpeakcrs  of  thofc  fpecchps,  and  the  pub* 
lifhers  of  thcfe  hand-bills.  That  the  law  has  already  been  founc 
iiifficicnt  for  all  fuch  purpofes,  is  enough  to  determine  me  to  op- 
pofe  this  new  mcafure,  even  it  were  fupported  by  other  than  tli< 
flimfy  pretexts  which  have  now  been  urged ;  for  I  will  maintair 
that  it  is  a  flimfy  pretext  to  talk  of  a  meeting  notorioufly  fcditiou5 
Without  dating  any  of  thq  occurrences  which  paffed  there.  It  \\ 
unparliamentary  to  refer  Jo  a  proclamation  of  the  executive  govern- 
ment as  a  proof  of  fadls,  which  ought  to  be  fhcwn  by  evidence 
It  is  neither  ufual,  honourable,  nor  fafe  for  this  Houfc  to  tak^ 
the  authority  of  a  proclamation  as  a  ground  for  their  proceedings. 
The  right  honourable  gentleman  talks  of  a  good  deal  of  diffi 
culty  and  delicacy,^  as  attendant  upon  the  detail  of  this  meafure 
He  fays,  it  will  be  fo  carried  into  cfFcdl,  as  not  to  interfere  vitl 
jhe  right  of  petitioning.  Something  of  this  delicacy  might  per 
Jiaps  have  been  fparcd.  According  to  the  fyflem  which  he  has  noi 
laid  down,  whoever  in  future  fnall  mention  the  right  to  petitit>n 
will  talk  as  abfurdly,  as  if  he  employed  fuch  language  under  th 
ivorft  of  dcfpotifm.  As  to  what  may  be  done^  on  the  detail  of  th 
incafure,  it  is  a  detail  in  which  I,  for  one,  will  have  no  (hare, 
difclaim  all  interference  in  -a  proceeding  deftruflive  to  the  liberty  c 
the  country.  The  right  honourable  gentleman  divides  the  meeting 
into  two  clafles.  He  fays  it  is  not  intended  that  public  meeting 
for  the  purpofe  of  difcuflion  fhould  be  prevented,  but  only  th: 
|hcy  (hould  be  regulated.  Firfl,  I  fliould  have  thought  it  a  prct( 
conliderable  violation  of  the  rights  of  men,  pf  the  rights  of  Eng 
^flinoen.  [A  cry  from  the  Treafury  Bench— Hear!  Hear! 
Wh^t,  then,  continued  Mr.  Fox,  am  I  to  underfland  from  th 
outcry,  that  men  have  no  rights  ?  Let  me  tell  thpfe  gentlemcr 
Ih^t,  except  for  the  rights  of  men,  the  rights  of  Knglifhmc 
pould  have  no  exiftcncc.  I  (hould  have  thought,  that  for  Enj 
li(hmen  pot  to  be  able  to  exercife  their  rig  t  of  petitioning  for  t} 
f cdrets  pf  a  g;rievan<;e.  or  of  remonflrstting  agaihft  the  pretTure  \ 
% 
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an  abofcy  ixrithoat  being  firfl  obliged  to  give  notice  to^a  magtibate 
of  thdr  intention  to  meet  for  that  purpofc,  was  pretty  well ;  but  I 
fcigct  this  reihi(Bion  in  thofc  which  follow.     Not  only  are  they  to 
give  notice  to  the  magiftratCy  but  to  have  him  and  his  followers 
prcfcnt  a$  Vitncflcs  at  their  meeting,  to  attend  to  the  tone  of  their 
difcuflion,  to  watch  the  temper  of  thdr  arguments,  and  liften  to 
the  tenor  of  their  complaints.     Good^  Hilli   But  the  lad  reftric* 
tion  exceeds  all  that  has  gone  before :   thefe  magiftrates  are  to  have 
t]tc  power  to  arreft  a  roan,  if  he  utters  any  thing  contrary  to  their  • 
conceptions,  and  to  diflfolve  the  meeting,  if  it  is  not  entirely  con* 
dii&td  according  to  their  caprice !  Why  do  not  Minifters  at  once 
declare,  in  a  manly  way,  that  a  free  conditution  is  no  longer  fuit* 
able  to  this  country,  and  that  arguing  upon  a  philofophical  view 
of  the  complexion  of  the  times,  and  the  events  which  have  re- 
cently taken  place  in  Europe,  that  a  change  in  the  principles  of 
the  government  is  become  expedient  ?     Why  do  they  not  at  once 
inutate  the  example  of  Denmark  in  the  laft  century,  and,  from 
prindples  of  convenience,  furrender  their  free  form  of  government 
into  the  hands  of  an  arbritrar}'  monarch,  and  not  thus  mock  the 
underfianding,  and  infult  the  feelings,  of  the  people  of  this  coun* 
try?     If  the  people  ftate  their  grievances,  or  complain  of  their 
fufferings,  they  muft  call  in  a  magiflrate  to  liften  to  the  language 
of  their  remonftrances,  and  watch  their  proceedings  with  a  jealous 
eje.     Is  a  meeting  to  be  called  a  free  meeting,  where  an  execu- 
tive magiflrate  is  not  only  to  be  neceflari«y  prcfent,  but  to  be  em- 
powered to  ftop  them,  whenever  they  are  going  to  any  point  which 
he  may  not  exadlly  approve?     Good  God  Almighty!   is  it  poflTible 
thit  there  can  be  fuppofed  to  be  a  perfon  poffeffed  of  the  fmalleft 
degree  of  fenfc  and  feeling,  who  can  be  made  to  believe  that  this 
is  any  thing  clfc  than  a  total  abrogation  of  the  liberties  of  the  fub- 
jed?     I  defy  the  fupporters  of  this  meafure  to  produce  a  precedent, 
in  any  free  country,  of  fi/ch  a  power  being  vefled  in  the  magif- 
trate,  as  is  intended  to  be  granted  under  the  propofed  bill;     The 
right  honourable  gmtleman  ftates,  that  the  meetings  now  are  to  be 
reftrained  on  the  fame  principle  that  formerly  was  applied  to  meet- 
ings on  Sunday.     The  principle  now  is  to  be  applied  to  meetings 
on  all  days — to  meetings  confiding  of  above  a  certain  number  of 
pcrfons — to  meetings  where  the  number  prcfent  exceeds,  in  a  cer- 
tain proportion,  the  number  of  a  family ;  fo  that  it  may  be  both 
pradentand  neceflary  for  perfons  to  afcertain  by  what  degree  of  con- 
^nguinity  they  are  entitled  to  hold  political  converfations  without 
the  interference  of  a  magiflrate.     The  people,  by  the  operation  of 
^  bpl|^  will,  in  cScSif  be  prevented  from  meeting  to  difcufe  po- 
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litical  topics.     And  if  the  cffeft  of  this  prohibition  be  to  cull 
forth  a  defire  to  deliberate  on  their  grievances,  muft  they  firft  fend 
to  magiftrates  to  learn  whether  they  had  the  right  to  complain  ? 
[A  cry  from  the  Treafury  Bench,  No!  No!]     God  knows*  faid 
Mr.  Fox,  there  is  no  neceffity  for  overftraining  the  conftru<£tion  of 
the  bill ;  it  is  bad  enough,  reprefented  in  its  proper  colours.      I 
am  to  be  told  that  the  magiftrates  have  no  right  to  prevent  the  peo- 
ple from  meeting  for  any  legal  purpofc ;  that  they  cannot  prevent 
them  from  meeting,  but  that  they  may  .prevent  them  from  fpeak- 
•  ing;  they  may  tell  them  that  their  complaints  are  groundlcfs  and 
unfounded,  and  if  they  dp  not  acquiefcc  in  this  ftatement,  they 
may  forcibly  diffolve  the  meeting.     I  hope,  faid  Mr.  Fox,   that 
this  bill  will  never  come  into  this  Houfp ; '  I  hope  that  it  will  never 
pafs  into  a  law.      I  am  no  advocate  for  popular  meeting*?   in  the 
cxceiTcs  into  which  they  are  fomctimes  led.      I  am  not  friendly  to 
any  thing  that  will  produce  violence.  Thofe  who  know  me  will  not 
impute  to  me  any  fuch  defire ;  but  I  hope,  that  this  bill  will  pro- 
duce an  alarm ;  that  while  we  have  the  power  of  aflembling,  the 
people  will  affemblc  ;  that  while  they  have  the  power  they  will  not 
furrcnder  it,  but  come  forward  and  do  themfclvcs  juftice.      I  truft 
that  thofe  who  are  friends  to  the  liberties  of  the  nation,  will  not, 
upon  this  occafion,  confent  tamely  to  furrcnder  them  into  the  hands 
of  Miniftcrs  ;  or  by  giving  their  fan<Sion  to  this  dctcftable  mcafurr, 
afl  the  part  of  traitors  to  their  country.    Good  God !  what  frcni^y, 
what  infatuation  has  f<ji'/cd  our  rulers !   I  will  take  another  view 
of  the  fubject ;  inftcad  of  regarding  it  as  an  invafion  of  the  liber- 
ties of  the  fubjc6i,  I  will  confider  it  only  as  adopted  as  a  meefure 
of  precatuion  againft  the  confequcnces  of  popular  tumult,  and  as 
calculated   to  oppofe  thfe  progrefs  of  the  principles  of  anarchy. 
Conlidcrcd  even  in  this  point  of  view,  I  contend  that  it  is  mad  to 
ad<;pt  meafurrs  fuch  as  thefe.     We  have  witneffed  revolutions  in 
other  countries ;  we  have  recent  examples  before  our  eyes ;  we 
have  the  experience  of  former  periods  of  our  own  hiftory.      Did 
thofe  revolutions,  with  which  we  are  acquainted,  proceed  from  any 
excefs  of  liberty,  or  facility  of  popular  meeting  ?  Qiiitc  the  revcrfe. 
In  the  reign  of  Charles  I.,  the  moft  interefting  period  to  which  we 
can  look  in  the  hiilor}'  of  this  country,  was  freedom  of  fpeech  in- 
dulged to  any  latitude ;  or  Mxre  libels  fuffered  to  pafs  without  no- 
tice? On  the  contrary,  were  not  both,  at  that  time,  puniflied  with 
an  extraordinarj'  degree  of  rigour  ?   Is  it  the  intention  of  MinifterS| 
by  thcfe  arbitrary  meafures,  to  bring  tlie  country  into  the  fame  dif- 
alh'ous  fituation  in  which  it  was  plunged  during  that  unhappj'  reign? 
It  jnighr  have -been  f  jppofed,  that  the  impreflivc  Icflbns  of  modern 
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timeSy  and  of  events  dill  freih  in  their  confequenccs,  were  not  yot 
forgotten.     Look  to   France  before  the  period  of  her  revolution. 
Was  ic  the  facility  of  public  meetings,  or  the  freedom  of  difcuf- 
fron  gianted  to  the  fubject,  that  tended  to  produce  that  great  change? 
On  the  contrary,  was  it  not  the  abfolute  prerogative  of  the  King? 
Was  it  not  the  arbitrary  power  lodged  in  Miniftcrs?      Was  it  not 
tjiiC  oppreSive  privilege  of  ilTuing  Lettres  de  Cachet  againft  all  who 
dared  to  utter  their  fentiments,  and  complain  of  exifting  grievances 
tiiar  excited  the  indignation  of  the  people,  and  accelerated,  the 
downfal  of  the  monarchy.      If,  therefore,  one  view  on  which  the 
prcfent  meafure  is  held  out  to  your  acceptance,  be  in  order  to  pre* 
vent  the  troubles  arifing  from  the  frequency  of  popular  aflcmblies, 
on  cliat  very  ground  ought  the  friends  of  peace  and  of  order  to  rcr 
fill  the  adoption  of  the  meafure*     In  countries  where  men  may 
openly  ftate  their  grievances,  and  boldly  claim  redrefs,'  the  cfiteft 
of  tlieir  complaints  and  remonftrances  may,  indeed,  for  a  time  be 
obftrudccj  by  the  operation  of  minifterial  corruption  and  intrigue^ 
but  pcrfeverance  muft  ultimately  be  eiledual  in  procuring  them  re- 
lief.    But  if  you  take  away  all  1^1  means  of  obtaining  that  ob- 
k^i  if  you  nience  remonftrance  and  ffifle  complaint,  yon  then 
leave  no  other  alternative  but  force  and  violence.    Thefe  are  means 
fo  dreadful  in  their  efFcds,  that  it  may  be  matter  of  queftion  whe- 
ther any  good  they  produce  can  poflibly  compenfatc  for  t^e  evils 
^ith  which  they  are  neceffarily  attended ;  fuch  means  a)^  fc.irccly 
c\'tx\  the  beft  caufc  ciin  juftity.     Let  us  examine  a  little  cloitly  tlie 
argument  on  which  fo  much  (Irefs  is  laid, .  namely,  the  danger  that 
may  arife  from  a  popular  difcuQion  of  grievances.      If  the  pretext  of 
grievances  be  merely  groundlefs,  and  not  warranted  by  any  imme- 
diate preiTure,  the  more  it  is  difcuifec),  die  lefs  effcdt  it  will  have 
in  exciting  difcontent.    But  if  you  preclude  thefe  political  humours^ 
if  I  may  fo  call  them,  from  having  a  vent,  you  then  Icuve  no 
alternative  but  unconftitutional  fubmiflion,  or  adlual  violence.    .  If 
ever  there  exifts  a  juft  caufe  of  grievance,  one  or  other  muft  be 
adopted ;   a  tame  •  acquicfcence,   incompatible  with  the   fpirit  of 
freedom,  or  an  open  refiftance,  fubverfive  of  the  order  of  govern- 
tnent.     I  know  that  peace  and  quiet  are  the  greatcl^  of  all  blef- 
fii^,  but  I  know  alfo,  that  rational  liberty  is  the  only  fecurity  for 
their  enjoyment.     I  admire  thfe  Britilh  Conditution,  becaufc  it 
gives  fcope  to  the  people  to  exercifc  the  right  of  political  difcuflion, 
not  merely  with  the  permiffion  of  a  magiftrate,  or  under  the  con- 
trol of  an  executive  force,  but  on  all  occaiions  to  f^ate,  in  bold 
and  plain  words,  the,  grievances  which  they  feel,  aitd  the  redrefs 
Hfhich  they  defire.     I  have  only  noy  to  .exprefs  my  firm  detcrmi- 
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nation  to  oppofc  the  bill  in  every  ftagc  of  its  progrcfs.  And,  in 
the  firft  inftance,  I  (hall  c6nceive  it  neceffary  to  move  for  a  call  of 
the  Houfe,  as  it  is  impofTible  for  me  to  fufFer  a  qucflion,  which 
involves  A.  material  an  alteration  of  the  Conflitutiony  to  pafs  in 
this  Houfe,  without  folemnly  calling  on  every  member  to  give  a 
vote  on  the  difcuflion. 

Mr.  JOHN  THOMAS  STANLEY Vaid,  it  was  with  regret 
he  found  himfelf  compelled  to  rife  in  oppofition  to  gentlemen 
whofe  meafurcs,  lince  he  had  had  the  honour  of  having  a  feat  in 
Parliament,  he  had  generally  fupported ;  but  no  confidence  in  th# 
icdtitude  of  their  intentions,  no  averfion  to  the  political  principles 
of  their  opponents,  could  prevent  his  confidering  the  bill  propofed 
to  the  Houfe  as^  moft  inimical  to  the  Conftitution  and  liberties  df 
this  country ;  and,  as  fuch,  one  that  it  was  the  duty  of  every 
Ef^li(hm^n  to  reiift  witli  the  utmoll  of  his  ability. 

Good  God!  was  liberty  but  a  name,  a  word  without  a  meaning, 
that  on  every  occalion  it  pleafed  a  Miniftcr  to  be  alarmed,  its  vital 
principles  were  to  be  attacked,  and  men's  love  for  it  attempted  to 
be  weakened.  Mr.  Stanley  faid,  it  grieved  him  moft  ferioufly  to 
obferve,  that,  amongft  the  MinHlers  of  the  country,  poffcffed,  as 
they  were,  of  the  moft  tranfcendent  talents,  there  feemed  to  be 
fuch  a  narrownefs  of  mind,  fuch  a  want  of  political  fagacity,  as 
for  them  not  to  have  feen,  that  their  intended  meafure,  if  carried 
into  execution,  would,  in  all  probability,  be  followed  by  confc- 
quences  the  moft  to  be  deplored.  Reafoning  from  analogy,  might 
it  not  be  apprehended,  that,  as  in, France,  accuftomed  to  arbi* 
trary  government,  the  people  could  not  bear  a  tranfition  to  freedom 
without  convulfiou  ;  in  England,  where  the  people  had  long  enjoyed 
liberty,  their  tranfition  from  fuch  enjoyment  to  reftraint  would 
equally  be  produdlive  of  mifchievous  agitation. 

MA  Stanley  aflced  if  the  Miniftcr  had  refolved  to  render  tumult, 
violence^  and  terror,  permanent  in  Europe  ?  Was  it  his  wilh, 
now  that  France  was  recovering  fome  portion  of  domeftic  tran- 
quillity, that  England  ihould  begin  to  fufFer  her  (hare  of  civil 
broil  and  contention  ?  .  That  fuch  calamity  would  be  the  confc- 
quence  of  what  was  doing,  if  perftfted  in,  Mr.  Stanley  declared 
moft  folemnly  he  believed  ;  in  the  motion  made,  ^nd  in  a  bill,  at 
the  time,  ip .  its  progrefs  to  the  Houfe  from  another  place,  were 
the  1  feeds  of  abfolute  revolution,  few  circumftances  were  rcquiftte 
to  ripen  them.  Hitherto  men  had  met,  when  irritated  by  real  or 
fiippofed  grievances,  had  vented  thdr  anger,  had  expreft  their.dif- 
content,  and  by  knowing  the  right  fo  to  do,  had  felt  themfelves  in 
feme  degree  conlbled  for  what  they  were  fuflering.     But  hencefof-. 
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waid  tfaeir  cfifeontcnt,  their  reiis^itroentSy  were  to  be  confined  to 
their  own  boibrasy  (unlefs^  in  violation  of  the  law,  ihcy  rcfolved 
to  meet  and  render  them  a  fubje£t  of  free  difcufiion  with  each 
other)  like  a  fubtenaneous  fire  (it  was  refolved)  diey  fhoidd  remain 
lurking  in  their  hearts,  there  to  ferment  and  fcfiery  till,  ^too  pow- 
erful ibr  reftraint, '  diey  might  burft  forth,  cany  men  to  the  mod 
dreadful  extremes,  overthrow,  with  dieir  reafon  and  better  fenfe, 
all  government,  all  law,  each  valuable  eftablilhment ;  in  (hort,.the< 
whole  fJbnck  of  fociety. 

Butgnmtingnhat  men  had  met,  and  had  proceeded  to  diicuffions, 

requiring  a  oorreAion  of  their  licentioufnefs.    Why  was  a  new  hw 

wanting  ?  what  were  the  laws  for  the  punifhment  of  mifdemcanors  i 

Were  they  not  adequate  to  the  correAion  of  the  abufes  inqueiiton? 

had  chcy  been  tried  f  Why  (hould  a  law  be  made  to  authorife.a 

magiftrate  to  attend  at  public  meetings  ?  We  have  the  law.    They 

may  not,  it  is  true,  as  this  new  law  will  give  them  a  power  to  do, 

difperie  each  meeting  (hould  it  not  be  tumultuous,  according  to  their 

own  dilcretion  and  free  will ;  but  they  may  attend,  may  watch  over 

the  proceedings  of  each  meeting,  may  even  difcufs  and  declare  their 

opinions  on  any  fubjeft  offered  at  a  public  meeting  for  confidoation  » 

nay,  they  not  only  have  the  right  to  attend,  but  it  is  their  duty  to 

attend ;  not  indeed  as  fpies,  or  agents  of  conuption,'  but  as  Englifli* 

men ;  as  free  and  liberal  men,  whogo  not  with  a  vieW  to  conftrue 

all  they  hear  into  (edition,  but  to  hear  and  be  difpaflionate. 

Why  were  we  to  fuppofe  each  meeting  of  Englifhmen,  excepting 
focb  as  mi^  meet  in  Parliament,  or  at  county  meetings,  to  be  ene- 
mies to  oar  Conftitution,  and  to  wi(h  for  its  deftruAion  i  Nir.  Stan* 
Icy  &id,  he  believed,  that  at  every  meeting  in  the  leafi  of  a  public 
nature,  the  Conftitution  and  exifting  eftabli(hments  had  more  friends 
than  Minifters.    It  was  the  nature,  it  ws^  the  prejudice  of  an  Engw 
Efbman  to  love  andent  eftablifhment ;  to  hate  innovation ;  but  as  it 
might  the  more  guard  him  in  the  poffdlion  of  what  he  already  en- 
pfcd.     And  were  fuch  a  people  to  be  belied^  to  be  waged  war 
againft,  to  be  tricked  into  a  furrender  of  their  moft  valuable  privi- 
1^  ?  There  was  a  ftrange  unwillingniefs  in  Minifters  to  refort  to 
the  fair  a^ion  and  operation  of  our  prefent  mild  fyftem  of  law* 
Mr.  Stanley  faid,  he  knew  not  how  to  account  for  fuch  prcpoiTefiion. 
m  any  honeft  principle ;  the  coodud  of  Adminiftration  reminded 
him  of  Montefquicu's  obfervation,  tliat  in  States,  corrupted  by  lux- 
ury, loft  to  all  public  fpirit,  new  laws  were  oontimially  called  for, 
and  that  a  complicate  fyftem  oi  legiflation  was  the  furcft  proof  of  a 
St3tc*s  decline. 

Mr.  Stanley  concluded  by  recommending  to  the  Minifters  to 
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paufe  befoT^e  they  proceeded  in  their  fyftcm  of  violent  tneafurcs  i 
to  confider  ferioudy,  that  a  corrcflion  of  their  own  faults  wofuld 
tend  infinitely  more  to  preferve,  in  mcn*s  minds,  their  regard  and 
love  for  the  govemnSetlt,  than  laws  uncertain  in  their  c(rc6>.  They 
mighty  indeed,  produce  the  total  dcftruc^ion  of  public  fpirit,  and 
then  they  might  congratulate  themfelves  on  the  facility  of  govern- 
ing thcy^had  acquired.  But  fuch  deftnu^ion,  equivalent  to  a  lofs 
of  all  liberty,  muft  fill  every  honeft  Englidiman's  hcnrt  with  an- 
gui(h.  In  a  (hort  time  he  himfelf,  Mr.  Stanley  j^ddcu,  tn  all 
probability  would  have  to  view  tlie  tranfa6^ions  of  the  day  from 
a  ftation  of  life  more  quiet  than  that  of  a  Member  of  the  Houfe 
in  which  he  was  fpcaking;  and  when,  fr<im  retirement,  looking 
back  to  what  he  had  wrtnelfed  whhin  its  walls,  and  the  part  he 
had  a6ted  in  them,  it  would  be  the  confolation  deared  to  hi  in, 
amidft  the  misfortunes  of  his  country,  to  know  that  he  had  done 
his  duty  in  attempting  his  utmoft  to  preferve  inviolate  the  Confti- 
tution  which,  from  his  Infmcy,  he  had  been  taught  to  venerate. 

Sir  WILLIAM  PULTENEY  admitted  the  great  importance  of 
the  queftion,  and  therefore  was  not  inclined  to  condemn  the  wannth 
with  which  it  had  been  oppofcd.  But  whether  it  was  calculated  to  in- 
jure the  Conftitution,  as  they  maintained,  or  to  protC(flit,  as  he  be- 
lieved, the  Houfe  would  ufiimntcly  determine.  For  the  fame  rcafbn 
alfo  he  approved  of  the  propofcd  motion  for  a  call  of  the  Houfe.  The 
bill  was  of  the  utm:>1  confcquence,  and  fhould  be  fully  and  gene- 
rally in  vcftigated.  I  !^  did  not  mean  to  deny,  that  if  public  dtfcnflTion 
on  political  fubjecS'i-  \as  ffoppcd^.many  ferioos  evils  would  envjc,  «nd 
that  opinion  wouki  ..nd  a  vent  fomewhere,  and  in  fomc  manner.  But 
every  gentleman  >ught  to  confider  how  far  the  liberty  of  the  Confli- 
tution  was  infringed  by  fuch  a  bill.  It  was  true,  the  greateft  jealoufy 
ought  to  exift  in  the  imindsof  the  people,  with  rcfped  to  any  infringe- 
ment of  their  privileges :  but  gendcmcn  woulddo  well  to  tr)%  whether 
Ais  confcquence  would  attend  the  prefent  meafure,  before  they  gave 
it  a  bad  colour  with  the  Public,  by  declaiming  againft  it  as  a  furrcnder 
of  the  Conftitution. — He  agreed  with  gentletncn,  that  the  meafure 
would  militate  againd  liberty,  if  it  prevented  free  difcuflion ;  but  he 
aflced  gentlemcr^,  if  fuchaflemblies  as  thofe  in  queftion  wcrefupprcfTcd, 
did  not  the  libertj»  of  the  prefs  exiil  in  all  its  force?  This,  heobferved, 
was  a  mode  of  difcufting  all  popular  and  political  topics,  that  was  ade- 
quate to  all  the  purpofcs  of  the  community ;  and  which  he  ihould  be 
forry  to  fee  furrcndercd.  This  alone  W95  fufS^ient  to  maintain  aliche 
bieOings  of  the  people :  This,  he  obfervcd,  could  not  exift  in  a  Repub- 
lican form  of  Government-— in  an  abfolute  Monarchy,  or  any  fort  of 
gorcmtnent  which  he  knew,  except  a  iinnted  Monarchy,  fuch  as 
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we  hapfllj  enjofed*     In  fuch  inflammatory  aiTemblits  as  thofe  in 
quci&Mn,  whoe  fedition  was  b  copbufiy  dealt  out  to  the  multitude, 
there  oQglhtio  be  feme  meafure  of  precaution  taken  to  fave  the  public 
mind  (nvB  the  infidtous  poifon ;  for  diere  was  much  danger  from 
*'^j  bearing  one  fide  of  the  queftion,  which  was  always  the  cafe  in 
I'jchfiaCDus  meetings*     As  for  his  part,  he  faw  no  harm  or  injury 
to  the  (bte  from  pafling  fuch  a  meafure  as  the  prefent :  but  if,  in 
:'ic  future  ft^es  6l  the  bill,  it  fhould  be  found  ho^ile  to  the  Confti- 
tutioa  and  liberty  of  the  fulled,  it  might  then  be  expofed,  and  be 
prevented  from  pafling  into  a  law.     However,  there  coutd  be  no 
hann  in  eoofidcring  the  provifions  of  the  bill ;  and  if  it  (hould  be 
found  a  itmedy  for  the  evil  complained  of,  without  any  difad  vantage 
to  the  ConftitotioR,  it  could  not,  and  it  ought  not  to  be  oppofed. 
The  R|[olatiDtts  of  policy  and  law  ought  to  be  fuited  (o  circumftances 
aiid  dines:  at  one  time,  he  obferved«  a  people  might  be  too  ra(hy 
as  in  thepiefent  inflance ;  at  another,  too  fluggilh  :  it  was  then  the 
bufineTs  of  Icgiflators  to  apply  their  remedy  to  the  occafion.    A  right 
bunomable  .gentleman  (Mr.  Fox)  iaid«  that  fuch  a  meafure  never 
vasiefoited  to  in  any  free  coontryy  as  empowered  the  maglftrate  to 
Kgjhic  popular  aflemUies :  but  he  wifhed  to  fet  the  riglit  honour^ 
ible  gentleman  right.     No  aflembly,  no  meedng  of  the  people, 
could  be  held  in  America  without  die  prefcnce  of  the  magiftrate. 
This  pceeautiooy  gentlemen  would  perceive  was  very  neceflTary ;  for 
it  a  perfon»  who  wifhed  to  fpeak  againft  the  qucftion,  at  fuch  a 
OKeting,  dared  to  evprefs  his  fentiments,  he  would  be  torn  to  pieces.' 
h  V2S  tbtxk  proper  that  a  power  be  given  to  the  Magii^rate  to  let  fuch 
ilTcmblies  to  rights:   If  .treafonable  proceedings  were  the  avowed 
objeds  of  any  body  of  men,  treafen  ought  not  to  be  tamely  fufFered 
In  this  or  any  countiy.     If  the  magidrate,  he  obferved,  exceeded 
^^  powers,  no  doubt  the  aggrieved  party  would  find  ample  redrefs, 
^  ableadvodttes,  when  fuch  brilliant  talents  were  exerted  againft 
^  meafore  in  queftion.     There  was  no  fear>  in  a  country  where 
every  roan  was  free  to  publifli  his  fentimcnrs  and  opinions^  that 
Ubeny  would  be  furrendered :  But  then,  !f  treafon  and  fedition  were 
^^f  no  one  would  .deny  the  current  ought  to  be  ftopped  ^  and, 
if  thehws  already  in  fbioe  were  found  incffedual  to  effe^l  this,  it 
vas  equally  dear  and  undeniable,  that  fome  regulation  ought  to  be 
B^,  in  order  to  fkve  every  thing  dear  to  Englifhmen.     Pt^lic 
<¥uv(m,  fhcrefere,  he  diaoght  would  retain  fuffictent  freedom  of 
^^I'cuiation,  even  if  the  preficat  meafure  were  adopted  ;  at  the  fame 
^1  that  evil-minded  and  artful  men  would  no  longer  be  enabled 
to  ddode  the  ignotant  and  miwary.  x 

Mf*  fiALH£D  expreflfid  himfelf  in  die  following  terms  s  There 
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are  ctrcumftancei»  under  which  no  unwillingnefs  of  public  fpeaktng^ 
n J  confcioufnefs  of  (lender  abilities,  will  authorife  a  perfeverante  in 
tacicumicy :  When  a  town  is  l)efieged,  0ie  moft  peaceable  inhabit 
tant  mud  occalionallv  handle  the  mufquet,  or  line  the  battery.  I 
am  the  laft  man  who  would  with  to  prefs  myfelf  forward  on  the  no- 
tice of  the  Houfe,  or  take  an  oftenflble  part  in  the  bufine(s  of  the 
day.  Educated  in  the  moft  loyal  princi{Aes  of  love  for  die  Conffi- 
tution  r.nd  reipeA  for  the  Crown,  I  have  hitherto  contented  myfdf 
In  the  (ilent  enjoyment  of  the  ineftimabb  privileges  of  a  ^^ee-bom 
£ngU(hman«  and  a  warrantable  hope  that  I  (hould  preferve  them 
undiminiihed  to  my  hiteft  hour.  The  continuance  oJFthoife  hopes, 
and' of  that  enjoyment,  is  fo  infeparably  linked  with  die  quefiion 
adually  before  the  Houfe,  that  I  am  peifuaded  our  relblution  of  this 
day  willr  in  one  way  or  the  other,  decide  upon  themibr  ever.  I 
have  therefore  applied  myfelf  with  all  the  diligence  I  am  capable  of 
to  the  coniideration  of  the  fubje£t  of  our  prefent  debate,  and  I  hope 
^tlemen  will  do  me  the  juftice  to  acknowledge,  that,  however  de- 
ficient my  capacity,  there  is  not  one  Member  of  this  Houfe  who  has 
better  pretenfions  for  impardality,  at  leaft  of  judgment,  in  a  complete 
feparation  from  all  party  attachment,  and  a  dilavowalof  all  political 
connections  whatever,  than  myfelf.  I  difiered  indeed  laft  Spring, 
and  do  dill  moft  decidedly  differ  widi  the  majority  of  this  Houfe  on 
the  fubjedt  of  the  war ;  but  therej  ftop.  In  no  one  inibncc  have 
I  farmed  new  attachments,  or  forfaken  my  former  private  fKendfhipi 
in  confequence  of  tlus  change  of  my  opinions ;  and  I  ani  now  readvi 
and  I  hope  I  (hall  ever  preferve  that  readinefs,  to  vote  and  to  divide 
with  either  (ide  of  the  Houfe,  on  which  reafona^lenefs  and  juftice 
lliall  appear  to  me  to  preponderate.  In  order,  Sr,  -to  form  fome- 
thing  of  a  clear  and  oonflftent  ofnnion  of  the  nature  and  tircumftancei 
of  the  bufinefs  of  diis  day,  it  will  hot  be  altogether  nugatory  /to  take 
into  coniideration,  a  diftin6t  fiatement  of  the  ia6ls  that  have  led  to 
the  meafures  now  propofed.  On  the  a9th  of  06tober,  His  Ma* 
jcfly,  coming  in  ftate  toopen  the  Parliament,  was  affaulted  by  fome 
one  or  other,  among  a  mixed  and  prodigious  crowd,  who  threw  a 
ftone,  which  broke  a  window  of  the  carriage ;  and  certaicdy  endan- 
gered the  life  of  the  Sovereign.  There  cannot  be  ahy  man  in  the 
whole  kingdom  mofc  ready  than  myfeif  to  acknowledge  the  atrocity 
of  this  ad>,  and  to  confign  the  author  or  abettors  of  it  to  the  moft 
rigorous  puniftiment  of  the  law.  I  was,  dierefore,  exceedingly  iireii 
iatisfted,  when  I  faw  a  Proclamation,  iffued  by  the  Privy  Council, 
offer  11^  an  immeofc,  but  not  unfit  reward,  for  the  difcovery  of  the 
offender.  I  was  ftill  more  fatlsfied  wheh,^  by  a^iecond  Proelama* 
Am  from  an  Office  of  Police,  I  had  reafon  to  fuppofe  that  diis 
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waAf  tlKNigh  not  aAoaUy  dSfcoverod,  was,  at  lc;ift,  accurately 
Ucatified. 

If  k  had  been  declared  upon  oath,  that  a  dirty- looking  fellow, 
file  ao  oRkr,  had  been  feen  to  throw  a  flone  at  the  cantage,  and 
dm  peribns  had  been  beard  afterwards  Co  compliment  him  on  his 
deiterity— Hen:  one  would  think  every  thing  that  vigilance  for  the 
piAiic  weal,  or  concei-n  for  die  life  of  the  Monarch  could  fuggcft, 
wouM  have  concentrated  all  its  cfibrts.  The  difcovery  of  a  fliabby 
ofllcr,  and  a  coachman  out  of  place  (hovfcver  cautioufly  they  may 
be  conooaled)  will  hardly  appear  of  any  confiderable  difficulty  to 
any  man  who  confiders  the  prefent  accuracy  of  intelligence,  both  in 
Government  offices,  aru!  in  thofe  of  the  Police.  Nor  can  it  be  (e- 
lioafly  a  matter  of  doubt,  but  that  if  thefe  people  were  difcovered, 
ifaeir  plot,  if  it  were  a  plot,  would  neceflkrily  be  laid  open  and  dif- 
ooKertied ;  and  their  accomplices,  if  they  had  any,  (hare  the  fame 
fitce  with  diemfelves*  But  at  all  events,  with  this  clue,-  leading  to 
a  knawl€<l^  of  the  whole  Aate  of  the  cafe,  I  put  it  now  home  to 
every  gentleman's  bread,  whether  it  was  not  more  reafonablc,  inore 
anural,  and  more  confonant  to  juftice,  to  purfue  that  invcdi^tion 
apon  die  grounds  of  this  information  upon  oath,  than  to  turn  ffaortly 
found  into  a  .fiocally  new  path  of  refearch,  and  fliift  the  fufpicion  to 
a  locally  difierent  quarter  ?  I  muft  oonfefe,  therefore,  Sir,  that 
when  I  fiiw  the  third  Proclamation,  that  which  issnow  the  objeft 
of  our  diicufllion,  I  was  moft  exceedingly  furprifed  and  alarmed. 
For  what  b  the  coincidence  of  fiuEta  on  which  the  circumdanccs  al- 
luded to  are  affirmed  to  affimilate — none  upon  earth  that  I  can  fee, 
but  a  mese  proximity  of  date.  A  riottais  and  flarving  mob  infult 
His  Majefty,  and  appear  even  to  aim  at  his  life  on  a  certain  day— - 
a  mob,  evidently  exafpemted  by  peifonal  fuf&rings  of  the/cvercft' 
nature,  calling  to  the  common  father  of  his  people  for  peace  and 
bread  i  and  on  the  day  before,  a  peaceable  alfembly  of  perfons, 
who  are  not.laid  or  fupppied  to  be  in  a  flate  of  a£lual  neccifity,  and 
whofe  behaviour  was  in  every  refped,  moft  tranquil  and  ex* 
cmplaiy,  had  convened  to  deliberate  on  the  means  of  le^Uy  re« 
flaring  their  political  rights.  There  is  not  the  flighted  fymptom  of 
unioa  eidier  in  ikc  princq)les  or  obje£ls  of  the  two  alTemblies,  or  is 
it  fay  die  moft  diflant  hint  inGnuated  that  this  dirty-looking  oftlcr  or 
coachman  out  of  place  jiad  been  feen  at  the  meeting  near  Copenha- 
gen boufe.  But  it  may  be  faid,  this  meeting  was  hcvcrthclefs  dan* 
genws,  fay  infiillii^  feditious  or  treafonable  notions  into  the  brains 
of  an  uikKfiisgiuihing  multitude,  and  fo  fideways,  giving  cncou- 
'  gigaaMnt  to  the  blow  chat  was  aAually  (fa-ickcn.  I  afk,  is  there 
«f  pioofof  tbia?  Ib  there ai^  growid  tx  afiuming  it?     Is  it  th« 
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firft  time  fuch  an  aflembly  has^  been  ooUeded  under  tbe^irafcirA  o( 
this  afTembly,  fo  have  diiTeminatedi  as  it  is  uiged,  fuch  dangax)|js' 
dodrines  totally  unknown,  or  if  known,  have  thecxirting  laws  been 
put  in  force  to  bring  them  tojuftice  ?    Nothing  of  the  kind.      Ocb^r 
alTcmblies  liavc  been  previously  holden  on  the  very  fame  fa^jte^^. 
The  fame  orators,  whofe  names  are  probably  femiliar  to  every  Mem- 
ber of  this  Hdufcy  have  broached  the  fame  ientiments  at  tboie  meet* 
ings,  and  their  fpecches  have  been  every  where  pcd>li(bed  and  cir* 
culated,  without  a  (ingle  animadverfion  from  any  of  the  law  oncers 
of  the  Crown.     This,  Sir^  appears  at  the  firft  bluih  lb  (lingular  a 
bufinefs,  tl^at  I  think  it  will  not  be  amifs,  if  we  analiae  ic  up,  as  lar 
as  we  can  go.    We  mud  then  pbferve,  that  the  grievance  complained 
of  by  thofe  s^inft  whom  the  prefent  proclamation  is  immediately 
dtre^cd^  are  fuch  as  have  been  attributed  to  ^e.  want  of  a  rcfof  m 
in  Parliament:     They  are  fudii.   as  pnefling  with  extraordinary 
weight  on  the  bulk  pf  the  nation  towards  the  clofe  of  a  former  moft 
calamitous  war^  naturally  connected  the  idea  of  returning  peace  with 
that  of  an  improved  repccfentation  of  the  couanry*     And  oeitain 
very  able  and  difiingui(hcd  charaScrs  of  .thofe  days  6>  clearly  exhi- 
bited the  connection  between  the  profitable  abufes  of  war  on 'the  one 
harvd^  and  the  relaxed  fliate  of  parliamentaiy  indqiendence  on  the 
pther,  that  by  vigour  and  perfeverance  th^  at  length  drove  the 
war-miniftry  from  their  feats,  and  iet  Up  an  adminiftration  of  their 
own  on  the  baiis  of  peace  and  rcfprjn*     Far  be  it  from  me  to  deny 
that  they  continued  to  feci  in  ofEce  the  Icntiments  tliey  had  profefled 
on  coming  into  power,  or  to  fufpe£k  that  they  did  not  deprecate  that 
fyftem  of  hodility,  which  bad  been  found  fo  convenient  to  the  pro- 
fuiion  of  their  predeceflbrs.     But  accidents  will  deiange  the  beft^ 
concerted  plans  4  and  tl>pi^h  ti^y  had  the  ikill  to  evade  adual  war* 
fare,  they  could  not  well  avoid  certain  incidental  armaments*,  which 
adminil^cred  a  momentary  glqfs  to  the  languiihii^  war  efhMiftb- 
ment.     At  hO,  Sir,    the  ncciqiffity  oj^  ^  f^  ^d  complete  war» 
with  ;^H  irs  train  of  inevitable  extravagance^  and  official  emolument, 
was  fnir!y  prcfurmifed  ^  And  then  —then  it  was  natural  to  look  badi 
with  foiPc  anxiety  at  the  circumdances  under  which  their  pijnieecf* 
ibrs  in  oificc  had  retired,  and  thenijplves  acceded  tp  poffefiion*     I 
am  but  fpcnking  the  language  of  plain  reafon  and  ordinary  common 
icnfe,  wlicn  I  aifcrt,  that  if,  in  one  infiance,  the  plan  for  imsnedi* 
ate  peace  and  parliamentary  reform  had  triumj^ied  over  an  Admi- 
niftration  profcfTing  diametrically  oppo{iteprinciples«--d>eiafiic  moans 
might  be  apprehended,  as  again  likely  to  produce  fitpilar  cSo&s ; 
and  thcrefure  it  may  certainly  J^e  deemed  n9  OKse  than  mere  pn^ 
dcnee  and  fclf-dcfence  in,  ^lofe  who-wer^  about  to,  adopt  the  y^tf 
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mcaftfra  Acy  Jiatl  fi«rmcrly  reprobated,  to  lay  every  poffiblc  impe- 
dimc^  in  the  way  of  a  (im'ilar  attack  upon  themfclvcs.     Confidcr- 
ingthe  (natter  in  this  point  of  view,   I  have  no  h»rfitation  whatever 
in  deciding,  that  the  aUrni  fo  indaflrioufly  fpread  in  the  latter  end 
of  1792,  agiinft  the  different  focietics  linked  t'v)gcther  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  procurmg  parliamcnriTy  rct-brm,  was  perfedly  wife,  con- 
ftteot,  ami  natural,     "(lie  method  of  calling  out  the  militia  at  a 
moft  unufjal  feafon,  of  apprehending  fundry  pcrfons,  and  feizing  a 
voiumincus  mafs  of  papers,  with  all  the  wcU-airumed  trepidation  of 
an  im(nediate  death-blow  meditated  against  the  Conftitution,  was 
aJTirably  wdl  dakulatcd  to  annihilate  the  inofl:  diftant  hopes  of 
rlicfe  i^xrtcties  in  ftiture,  and  commence  a  rci;2:n  of  terror  which  no 
faccceding  oppofition  woold  have  been  .able  to  (hake.     The  means 
wire  or*enl:bty  adequate  to  the  end  propofcd ;  and  tlic  precipitation 
viA  whidi  the  aft  of  Habeas  Corpus  was  fufpcnded,  fliewed  the 
crrsmc  cagerncfs  of  the  parries  to  rake  advantage  of  thcTnomentary 
I^ralySs  of  public  opinion.     What  followed  ?     After  a .  k>ng  lapfc 
of  tirne,  tlje  pcrfons  originally  confined,  were  brought  to  their  trial, 
«'vJer  fuch  peculiar  circumftances  of  liardfliip,  borh  as  to  the  afto- 
nLliingfiumberof  witncffea  fubporned  agatnftthem,  and  the  unheard 
rfphaiarixofprofeffional  men,  drawnupin  drray,  at  the  bar,  that, 
I  fliink,  hardly  any  tiling  fimilar  can  be  found  in  the  annils  of 
mankind.     I  fay,  ami  I  aw  fure  many  gentlemen  who  now  hear 
n>c>  can  teftify  to  my  vxractty,  if  they  pleafe,  that  even  before  trial 
thdc  wretched  vidim«  w«erc  cxultingly  condemned  to  the  gallows. 
That  the  afltirance  of  their  fate  was  in  certain  quarters  perfcdly 
proveibial ;  and  I  now  declare  my  opinion  as  an  honeft  nnd  inde- 
pendent man,  that  if  thofc  pcrfons  had  then  fuffacd,   not  one  of 
us  nuw  alive,   (hould  ever  have  fecn  Ae  rights  of  Habeas  Corpus 
rcftorcd  to  this  country.     Nothing  would  have  been  required  to 
)^  up  a  perpetual  nccefiity.fbr  the  fufpen(ion,  but  the  f^crifice  of 
a  dozen  or  two  of  mfferable  wretches  once  in  a  year,  to  exaggerate 
iufpictoos  of  treafan :  a  precedent  would  have  been  eftablifhed  (and 
who  fo  fond  of  proeedents  as  our  Courts  of  Jufticc)  for  their  con- 
(kmnation,  and  in  no  very  long  period,  popular  prejudice  might 
have  gone  hand  in  hand  with  the  verdift.     Thank  God,  the  inte* 
grity  of  a  jury,  and  of  a  jury  empannelled  in  the  merropotis,  in  the 
very  vortex  of  roinifterial  influence,  fuddenly  difperfed  the  tremens 
<ious€loud,  and  left  nothing  for  M miders  but  the  miferable  (hift  of 
^  poffibilicy  of  an  exifting  confpiracy  widiout  confpirators.     By 
^  dtiie  the  pfojeded  war  was  in  full  efFeA,  and  any  one  who  will 
Ik  at  the  trouble  to  trace  #ith  accuracy  Vhe  cincumflancet  of  which 
I  have  jnft  ftetebed  a  'rapid  outHne,  wiU  dearly  difcern  from  the 
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very  nntiire  of  the  cafe^  as  well  a$  the  opporhmtf  taken  fer  tfak 
tninfa<S^iony  that  it  was  planned  for  the  veiy  puqx^e  of  inforii^  to 
Adminiilration  an  undiAurhed  career  in  the  proTecation  of  ho(lilities» 
I  afTume  it  as  a  matter  of  h&,  which'every  man  may  verify  if  b« 
pleafes. 

The  failure  of  the  projed,  therefore,  aa  tt  was  moft  exoecdinglf 
mortifying  to  its  projedersy  muft.  be  expe6^ed  in  the  fame  degree  to 
Itave  given  courage  and  exultation  to  its  exponents ;  for  which  rea- 
Ibn  we  ought  then  to  have  perceived  the  immediate  operation  and  cf* 
k&  in  the  condu<^  of  the  parties  and  their  aflbdates,  of  all  thcyfe 
dai^rous  and  deArudttve  deGgns^.of  which  they  had  been  (o  loudly 
accufcd.     What  was  the  fa£t  ?  Tranquility  in  the  extreme^  a  ge- 
neral fubmilTion  to  the  laws,  and  a  temporary  fufpeniion  even  of 
the  moil  legal  exertions  of  the  focieties  for  a  Parliamentary  Reform, 
in  favour  of  tlie  vigour  and  unanimity  required  for  the  condu6^ing 
the  war ;  accordingly  this  war  went  on  and  went  on,  like  that  for- 
mer war,  the  oppofirion  to  which  had  been  fo  advantageous  to  the 
condudors  of  the  prefent.     Calamities  poured  in  upon  calamities, 
expenccs  were  multiplied  upon  expences ;  all  the  floodgates  of  pro- 
fufion  in  fubfidies,  loans;  and  all  the  endlefs  ei  ceteras  of  Minifte- 
rial  dilapidation  were  thrown  open,  and  it  became  again  too  appa. 
rent,  that  no  remedy  fhort  of  a  Parliamentary  reform  could  poQibl^ 
reach  the  enormous  evil ;  and  this  brings  us,  Sir,  to  the  moment  of 
tfte  Proclamation  now  on  the  table.    We  have  ficen  that  an  attempt 
to  produce  a  complete  annihilation  of  the  focieties  by  an  attack  opon 
the  lives  of  fonfe  of  their  pmminent  Members  had  fiiiled.    ,It  is 
neccffary,  therefore,  now  to  change  tlK  mode  of  proccedii^v  and 
1^  one  blow  to  quaih  the  very  exifteiKe  not  <mly  of  all  thefe 
exifling  focieties,  but  even  the  poflibility  of  any  fuch  ibciety  ever 
exiting  at  all ;  and  the  time  cbofen  for  this  operation  is  of  itfelf 
fufliiciem,  in  my  mind*  to  warrant  the  inference  I  now  draw. 
The  Houfc  will  pleafe  to  confidcr  how  very  near  we  are  fupppfed 
to  be  to  a  diifolution  of  Parliament,  and  upon  that  gmundt  paufe 
a  moment,  to  refletft  in  what  fitiiation  every  man  will  ftand  who 
fhall  not  dart  as  a  miniderial  candidate  at  the  general  eledion.  Sir, 
upon  this  head,  but  to  have  dropped  a  hint  is  fully  fufficient.     I 
affirm  that  the  prefent  Miniltry,  by  a  bill  founded  on  this  procla- 
mation, will  have  the  eii^ual  control  over  all  the  clodors  of 
Great  Britain  univerfidly,*and  ik>  man  canfoflibly  exped  to  be  re<- 
turned,  but  on  minifterial  intereft. 

^d  now,  Sir,  to  come  to  the  prodanntion  itfelf,  for  aught  I 
can  fee,  every  one  .of  its  fentcnces  is  a  mere  aiTumption  of  {sl& 
without  nny  proof  whatevet.     Will  the  Hoiife  adottt,  upon  this 
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fingle  auchoritf  y  th^t  inflammatory  and  fedidous  fpecches  have  beet) 
djiivercd  at  die  mcedng  alluded  to,  without  any  formal  teflimony 
adduced  for  it  ?  Shall  we  without  any  evidence  whatever  conclude, 
that  becaafe  it  is  notorious  that  one  man  in  a  tumultuous  aflembly 
has  thrown  a  ftone  at  the  King's  coach,  many  thoufands  of  men 
who  met  quietly  and  decently  the  day  before,  are  complicated  in  the 
tranlacHort  ?  Are  we  not  in  full  pofiedton  of  an  acknowledgment 
frjm  the  Crown  itfelf,  that*  under  an  extreme  preflure  of  didrefs, 
obediance  to  the  laws  has  been  fo  general  as  to  deferve  its  particular 
K)ti£e,  and  vic^ated  only  in  a  few  inftances  ?  Shall  we  not  be  per^ 
nutted  to  afk,  why  iiTue  fuch  a  Proclamation  if  it  be  infufficient ;  and 
i/foiSdcnt,  why  back  it  with  an  aft  of  Parliament  ?  Shall  we  not 
oil  for  a  lift  of  all  thoTe  JuHices  of  the  Peac^  and  others,  to  whom 
the  Proclamation  is  addreffed,  that  we  may  judge  for  ourfelves, 
whdter  or  not  they  are  now  competent  to  the  duty  without  farther 
aid  ?  Shall  we  not,  at  all  events,  demand  a  call  of  the  Houfe,  that 
OQ  a  cafe  of  fuch  magnitude,  in  which  the  whole  fabric  of  our  Con- 
ftitution,  as  fettled  in  1688,  is  in  danger.  Every  fingle  Member 
nuy  be  well  apprifed  of  the  circumftances  under  which  his  own  li- 
berty and  that  of  his  conftituents,  of  the  whde  nation,  and  of  all 
tr^ir  pofterity,  is  to  be  done  away  for  ever  ?  Surely,  Sir,  if  ever 
t'irre  was  a  time  when  procrafUnation  was  a  virtue,  it  is  now :  and 
fis  I  have  fo  long  trefpaflfed  on  the  padence  of  the  Houfe,  I  (hall  fit 
down  under  the  fadsfaftory  conviftion  that  I  have  not  in  fo  critical 
3  period  (hnink  from  that  duty  which  on  lefs  important  occafions  I 
^Id  have  been  much  better  pleafed  to  elude. 

Mr.  MAURICE  ROBINSON  obfcrved,  that  he  perceived, 

i^  the  ri^t  honourable  gentleman  who  moved  this  bufinefs,  a  di* 

rc^  attack  on  the  liberty  of  this  country ;  and  in  an  honourable 

Baronet  (Sir  William  Pulteney),  a  fophiftical  and  infidious  blow  at 

the  Conflitudon.     It  appeared,  the  people  would  have  a  right  to 

r^  but  not  to  utter  complaints  a^infl  the  burdens  they  endured. 

It  fecmed  alfa  that  the  interefis  of  the  Sovereign  were  oppofed  to 

^^t  of  the  people,  whereas  he  had  always  heard  that  the  Sovereign 

^u  the  third  branch  of  the  Legillature,  and  was  )x)imd  to  take 

<^eof  the  democratical  interefis  as  much  as  his  own.  The  King  of 

this  country,  he  £ud,  was  no  tyrant— he  was  a  part  of  the  Confii- 

lotion  itfelf,  and  was  reftrided  by  its  laws.     An  attenipt,  he  con- 

^^nded,  was  made  to  impeach  the  loyalty  of  the  people  at  large:  but 

^  was  a  gn>(s  mifreprefentation.    No  King  had  moft  occafion  to 

^  d^  affe£tion  of  his  fubjefis,  and  no  King  ever  experienced  more 

adequate  and  convincing  pioofs  of  dieir  attachment  and  love.     He 

^ not  afioroihed  at  the  bill  itfelf,  becaufe  hp«was  not  afioni(hed  at 

Vol.  XLIII.  S 
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any  meafures  of  the  pvefent  defperatc  and  vidcnt  fcrvants  of  the 
Ciown;  but  he  was  aftoniflied  at  the  total  wanf  of  evidence  that 
the  two  parties  mentioned  in  the  bill  were  conncfted.  He  then  ad- 
verted to  the  interference  of  the  magiftratcs,  deprecated  fuch  an  ar- 
bitrary meafurc  ;  and  alluded  to  the  condudl  of  a  noagiftratc  of  the 
city  (Mr.  Luihington),  who,  hf  faid,  had  endeavoured  to  dcpri\x 
the  citizens  of  London  of  the  trial  by  jury.  The  magiftratc  was 
prefent,  and  he  knew  he  was  able  to  defend  himfelf.  He  aflccd 
gentlemen^  did  they  forget  their  dignity,  as  rcprcfentativcs  of  the 
people  t  and  concluded  by  pronouncing  the  meafurc  to  be  the  termi- 
nation of  a  fettled  plan,  for  the  complete  annihilation  of  the  Itbenies 
of  the  countr)\ 

Mr.  Alderman  LUSHlNGTON  faid,  notwithftanding  the  con- 
(iderable  pirt  whicH  an  honourable  gentleman  had  afTigned  to  him 
in  the  fubverfion  of  the  liberties  of  his  country,  he  (hould  ibon  have 
an  oppartuaity  of  bringing  forward  that  bill  to  \%bich  the  honourable 
Member  alluded.  When  he  confidercd  the  very  bold  and  daring 
attack  that  had  been  made  on  the  facrod  pcrfon  of  His  Majefty^  and 
the  various  poflfiblie  mifchiefs  attendant  on  that  event  :-*when  he 
confidercd  the  bold  and  tumultuous  meetings  that  had  taken  place 
both  in  the  metropolis,  and  at  no  great  diftancc  from  it»  and  that 
if  the  defign  on  our  moft  gracious  Sovereign  was  not  there  proje£lcd, 
it  was  certainly  enoouraged  by  thefe  meetings: — when  he  locked  at 
that  bold  attack,  not  folely  againft  the  perfon  of  the  King,  but 
againft  the  whole  Conftitution,  he  thought  the  ftrong  meafures  of 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  neceflfary  for  the  prefervation  of  the 
Conftitution.  He  was  veiy  willing  to  give  credit  to  his  anccftor» 
for  having  aded  with  due  wifdom,  but  he  would  not  fufier  his  un- 
derflanding,  which  the  Almighty  had  given  him  as  the  guide  of  his 
conduct,  to  be  locked  up  and  fettered  by  what  they  had  done.  1.^heir 
segulations  were  all  fuited  to  the  neceflities  of  the  dmes  in  which 
they  lived,  and  he  hoped  we  had  the  fame  right.  The  omnipotent 
had  given  him  an  underftanding  to  be  ufed  and  excrcifed,  and  it 
was  the  duty  of  every  man  to  think  for  himfelf,  and  to  zA  for  his 
own  advantage.  He  thought  the  (late  of  the  country  in  the  titnc 
of  Charles  L  and  at  prefent  was  totally  diiiercnt.  A  new  ict  ot^ 
principles,  a  change  of  general  opinkm  was  afloat,  which  would  over- 
turn the  Governments  of  Europe,  if  the  torrent  were  not  reftrained. 
If  a  negativp  was  put  on  this  bijl,  he  would  venture  to  fay,  that  rjot 
only  every  man  in  that  Houfe,  but  nrnllions  without  the  Houfc^ 
would  feel  in  common  with  them,  and  would  lament  the  day  when 
they  reje<ftcd  this  bill,  which  was  founded  in  wifdom  ;  he  would  not 
iay  under  any  citeumfiancosi  but  in  theprefimt  ftate  of  the  couhti^*; 
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he  was  perfefUf  certain  if  this  bill,  or  ibine  mctTure  fimilar  to  ity 
was  not  adopted,  the  right  honouraUe  gentleman  (Mr.  Fox),  would 
sot  Jong  have  an  opportunity  of  exercifing  his  brilliant  talents  in 
fupportofthe  Conftitution,  in  maintaining  of  which  they  had  the 
fame  end  in  view,  but  diiiered  as  to  the  means.  Political  fubjcds 
appeared  to  him  to  differ  widely  from  coniStutionnl.  The  former 
mi^t  be  difcufled  as  freely  as  before ;  it  was  only  intended  to  pre- 
vail thofe  feditious  dlfcourTcs  that  tended  to  fubvert  the  Conftitution. 
Hie  magiftrates,  by  the  propofed  bill,  were  called  to  cxercife  the 
atithority  of  the  State,  where  not  merely  political  but  conftitutional 
fubjecls  were  difcufled  ;  and  if  they  interpofed  that  authority  in  an 
Midue  and  onconditutional  manner,  there  were  many  able  and  wil- 
lli^  to  bring  them  to  juftice,  and  aflert  the  liberty  of  the  people. 

Mr.  CUR  WEN  thought  it  his  duty  to  exprefs  his  fentiments  on 
this  oocaiion.     No  man  more  deprecated  the  idea  of  an  attack  upon 
the  Sovereign  than  he  did ;  and  he  never  contemplated  any  thing 
vith  more  abhorrence  than  that  attack,  except  the.glaring  attempt 
which  was  that  evening  made  under  ^he  fandlion  of  his  name  to  de- 
prive the  fubjcct  of  his  laft,  deareft,  and  beft  privilege.     If  any 
thing  could  endanger  the  perfon  of  His  Majeibr  it  would  be  that  bill. 
With  the  privilege  of  a  free  difcufTion  on  the  dcfefts  of  their  Govem- 
mcnty  the  proceedings  of  Minifteis,  and  the  condudl  of  dieir  repre- 
femaiives,  the  people  of  this  realm  were  never  obliged  to  recur  to 
*Ss  of  violence  to  obtain  a  redrcfs  of  their  grievances,  and  hence 
arofc  the  fccurity  of  their  Sovereigns.    It  was  true  that  the  right  ho« 
nourable  gentleman  had  fufficient  caufc  to  fupprefs  the  voice  of  the 
people ;  for  no  man  had  ever  fufFered  more  mordfications  firom  it 
than  himfclf.     What  was  it  that  put  a  flop  to  the  RuiTian  war  ?— 
Not  the  majority  of  that  Houfe,  but  the  voice  of  the  people.  What 
»as  it  that  put  a  ftop  to  the  Spanifh  armament  ? — Not  the  majority 
c>f  that  Houfc,  but  the  voice  of  the  people.    To  prefervc  this  voice 
inviolate  he  would  rifle  his  life  and  property.    If  freedom  of  difciif« 
f>on  were  taken  away,  his  attachment  to  the  Conftitution  would  ceafe. 
It  would  be  indifTerent  to  him,  if  the  bill  (hould  pafs,  whether  the 
Conftitution  were  overwhelmed  by  the  drides  of  defpotifm,  or  the 
torrent  of  democracy.    He  could  only  attribute  the  caufe  of  the  bill 
^  the  convenience  of  Miniflers,  who  wiihed  to  put  a  (lop  to  the 
prqgrefs  of  complaints  againft  them  to  the  Throne ;  and,  as  an  ar- 
gument in  fuf^rt  of  this  aflertbn,  requeued  diat  part  of  His  Ma- 
jc%'s  Speech  to  be  read  which  fpoke  of  the  general  moderation  and 
good  behaviour  of  the  people :  yet,  after  this  had  been  pronounced 
by  His  Majefty  to,  both  Houfes  of  Parliament,  they  were  called  upon 
<e  vote  for  A  biU>  whkh  no  Minifter  had  before  prcfumed  to  bring 
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forward.  He  truftcd  the  Houfe  would  not — dared  not  let  it  pafs  ; 
and  dated,  that  the  country  had  only  to  be  apprifed  of  its  danger, 
and  it  never  would. 

^  Mr.  WILBERFORCE  began  with  folemnly  inYitingthc  atten- 
tion of  the  Houil,  to  the  invcftigatlon  of  the  claufes  of  the  bill  now 
propbfed  to  them.     He  had  no  doubt  that  the  honourable  gentle- 
men who  had  difapproved  of  its  tendency,  Jiad  given  a  fincere  and 
fair  ftatement  of  their  fentiments.  But  they  had  not  fufficiently  con- 
fidered  the  peculiar  fituation  in  which  the  country  flood,  and  the 
alarriiing  nature  of  the  prefent  crifis.     When  a  great  number  of 
events,  fo  threatening  in  their  complexion,  and  fo  clofely  refembling 
^n  their  leading  features,  had  followed  one  another  in  fuch  a  regular 
chain  of  connet^ion,  it  muft  appear  that  Government  were  at  laft 
called  upon  for  fome  interference.    It  was  now  three  years  that  they 
had  been  difcuffing  whether  there  was  a  party  in  the  country,  not 
hoftile  to  one  branch  of  the  Conftitution,  but  to  all.     Some  cafes 
of  libel  had  been  brought  before  juries,  where  the  parties  were  ac- 
quitted.  Other  perfons  were  ch-^rged  with  treafonable  pra6tices,  and 
had  alfo  been  acquitted.    Not  fatisfied  with  tiiis,  they  had  renewed 
their  attempts  ag^inft  the  Conftitution  with  more  diligence,  and  with 
ten  times  more  boldnefs  in  confequence  of  knowing  how  far  they 
might  now  venture  to  go  with  fafety.      Such  being  the  cafe,  were 
'  that  Houfe  to  fuflcr  themfdves  to  be  beguiled  by  their  pretenfions  of 
their  wiihes  for  a  reform  of  abufes,  or  to  be  intimidated  by  the  bold 
language  in  which  they  ftated  their  remonftrances  ?  He  profeffed  his 
wi(h  to  be  merely,  to  tranfmit  to  pofterity  the  liberties  which  the 
country  had  derived  from  their  anceftors,  and  that  no  man  was  more 
a  friend  to  true  and  rational  freedom.    But  he  was  not  to  be  beguiled 
by  the  pretenfions  of  thofe,  who,  under  the  fpccious  guifeoiF  pro- 
moting freedom,  were  dclirous  to  introduce  the  worft  fpecies  of  fia- 
yery.     Wifhing  well,  therefore,  to  true  and  fubftnntial  liberty,  he 
could  not  confcnt  any  longer  to  withhold  an  interference  that  he  con- 
ceived ncceflary  to  its  fupport.    The  people  were  not  on  that  account 
branded  as  difafFed^ed ;  on  the  contrary,  it  admitted  tlicir  attach- 
ment, and  fought  as  they  were  bound  to  do,  to  encourage  and  pre- 
fcrve  it.      In  fo  doing,  they  were  obliged  to  refort  to  a  ftrong  mca- 
furc  not  entirely  free  from  danger.   If  there  could  be  devifed  a  mode 
equally  efFediive  and  more  fecure,  he  fhould  prefer  it ;  but  diat  ap- 
peared to  him  impoflible,  and  therefore  he  adopted  the  prefent  mea- 
sure as  infinitely  the  lefs  evil  of  the  twQ:  in  finS,  it  was  fcarcely 
poffible  to  fuggieft  any  regulation  of  magnitude  in  which  an  able  and 
ingenious  mind  might  not  difcover  fome  remote  and  contingent  dan- 

Fr.     Whenthe  bill  came  forward,  be  woidd  endeavour,  as  far  a» 
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he  could,  to  fcpscntc  the  good  from  the  cvH.     Every  man,  who 
would  take  the  trouble  to  inquire,  would  be  able  to  trace  the  long 
train  of  meafures  which  the  agents  of  fedition  had  purfued  in  London, 
and  other  great  towns.     It  was  neceffary  that  fome  meafures  (hould 
be  taken,  in  order  to  prevent  the  great  mafs  coUedcd  in  thof6  places 
from  being  infc6led  with  their  principles.     If  a  large  body  rnct  in 
omfedeiacy ;  if  fpeakers  were  employed  to  inforce  feditious  and 
dangerous  doctrines,  it  was  neceflfary  that  magiilrates  (hould  be  armed 
^ith  estraDrdioary  powers,  in  order  to  ipeet  the  exigence  of  the 
crifis*     The  right  honourable  gentlenian  faid,  thitt  if  this  extraor* 
dinary  power  was  given  to  magiftrates,  the  cenfequence  would  be  a 
total  abrogation  of  the  liberties  of  the  country.     He  did  not  recoi- 
led diat  the  magidrate  would  be  refponfible  for  his  interference  in 
every  inftancc,   where  it  was  improperly  exerted, — tliat  the  perfon 
who  incurred  the  cenfure  of  the  magidrate  would  (Hll  retain  all  the 
benefit  which  he  poflefled  from  the  prefcnt  adminiftrationof  the  taw; 
^t  a  bill  inuft  be  found  againd  him  by  a  Grand  -Jury,  aj^d  that 
lie  bad  then  a  trial  by  a  common  jury,  before  he  could  be  made 
fubjed  to  puniflunent.     If  the  deftrudtion  of  the  clubs  end  fo^ie- 
ties  was  to  be  accounted  the  abrogation  of  Britifh  liberties,  where, 
he  aiked,  were  our  liberties  before  thefe  inftitutions,  which  were , 
but  of  recent  origin,  had  taken  place  ?    If  thefe  mc^ings  were  to 
be  delhoyed,  the  right  honourable  gentleman  (Mri  Fox)  had  faid, 
that  no  vent  would  be  afforded  for  the  humours  of  the  body  politic. 
It  had  always  appeared  to  him,  that  the  particular  excellence  of  that 
Houfe  was,  that  it  af&rded  the  means  of  difcufling,  with  freedom, 
all  public  grievances.    The  right  honourable  gentleman  afked,  was 
tHe  French  revolution  owing  to  clubs,  or  popular  meetings  }  but  he 
(Mr.  Wilbcrforce)  would  anfwcr  by  another  queftion,  had  they  the 
right  of  petitioning  ?  had  they  a  Houfe  of  Commons  to  whom  they 
cwild  apply  for  redreis  of  their  grievances?  The  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman alfo  inflanced  the  cafe  g(  Charles  the  Firit,  and  aflced  was  it 
not  by  oveHhaining  the  Royal  prerogative,  that  he  loft  his  Crown 
and  his  life  ?  But  was  it  not  rather,  he  Qbfcrvrd,  by  difcontinuing 
Pariiaments,  that  he  ruined  himfelf  and  the  nation?  Upon  the  whole, 
he  (aw  reafon  to  thank  Minifters  for  bringing  in  the  bill :  he  never 
wifbed  to  ftifle  the  voice  of  the  people,  but  wifhed  to  infufe  Into  them 
a  fenfe  of  tbeif  freedom  and  privileges,  not  any  unneceflfary  fufpi- 
cion,  nor  groundiefii  fear.     He  wifhed  to  fhew  them  that  they 
pofiefled  advantages  fuch  as  no  other  country  ever  enjoyed.     In 
ftie,  be  wiflied  to  fhew  that  the  prefent  meafure  was  not  fo  much 
Ac  caofc  of  the  Crown  as  &e  caufe  of  the  people  thcmfelves.^— He 
viflied  to  let  them  know  that  the  only  conflitutional  mode  of  redref- 


134,  ^  PARLIAMENTARY  [Commons. 

iing  thnr  grievances  was  dimugh  their  reprefentatives^^^eiir  ligiti- 
mate  Cleans. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN.     I  muft  own  that  I  have  heard  with  more 
concern  than  fuqjrife  the  fpcech  of  the  hor)ouRable  gcntlcnnan  who 
has  juft  now  fat  down.     I  did  indeed  hope  and  believe,    that  in 
confequence  of  the  warmth,  and  indignatioq  teftificd  by  my  right 
honourable  friend,  which  to  ine  "were  not  the  leaft  recommendations 
of  his  fpeech  on  the  prcfent  occafion,  that  deep  fhamc  had  ftrutk 
the  friends  and  aflbciates  of  the  right  honourable  gcntk'n\an  dumb. 
[A  cry  of  Hear!  Hear!]    Perhaps  it  may  be  conceived  to  have 
been  unrcafonable  in  me  to  have  chcrifhcd  fuch  an  cxpe<5^ation,  or 
to  have  fuppofcd  that  (hame  could  have  any  influence  in  that  quarter. 
But  I  augured  well  from  their  ftlence  ;  I  ^perceived  fomething  like 
iliame  in  their  countenances,  and  I  was  in  hoyics  that  contrition 
might  follow.     When  the  honourable   gentleman  rofe,    I   ftili 
cherifhed  the  hope,  notwithlhnding  repeated  difappointments,  that 
there  had  at  laft  been  found  a  meafure  of  his  ri^t  honourable  friend 
too  Aroi^,  even  for  hjm,   to  approve.     But  I  now  find  that,  in 
fifpporting  a  meafure,  which  violates  the  fundamental  principle  nf 
the   Bill   of  Rights,    the   right  of  petitioning,    the  honourable 
gentleman  confoles  himfclf  with  the  refledlion  that  he  is  .only  doing 
his  part  to  tranfmit  to  pofterity  the  liberty  we  have  derived  from  our 
ahce(h)rs.     The  honourable  gentleman  has  difcovercd,  that  a  re- 
gular confpiracy  has  been,  for  fome  years,  gtjing  on  ag3inft  the 
Conflitution  of  the  country.      I  do  moft  firmly  believe  this  to  be 
the  cafe;  though,  perhaps,   I  differ  with  him  as  to  tiie  quarter  from 
which  this  confpiracy  originates.     The  honourable  gentleman  lias 
difcovcred,  that  a  fpiiit  of  fedition  and  difaiFei£Uon  to  the  Govern- 
ment has  incrcafed,  is  incrcnfing,  and  ought  to  be  diminifhed.     if 
tills  fpirir  exids  at  prefent,  more  than  it  has  done  iince  the  com* 
menccmcnt  of  the  war,  Miniftcrs  have  put  a  direct  lie  in  the  mouth 
of  His  Majefty,  who,  in  his  fpcech,  at  the  opening  of  the  fcffion, 
ftated  the  fpirit  of  order  and  fubmiflion  to  the  laws  which  had  ma- 
Difefted  itfclf  among  his.  faithful  fubjefis.     Were  Minifters  then 
prepared  to  fupport  the  fufpenflon  of  the  Habeas  Corpus  ad  ?  What 
was  their  argument  on  the  firft  day  of  the  feflion  ?  They  contended} 
that  one  of  th^  blefled  c(Fe£te  of  the  French  war  was,  that  it  had  al- 
moft  completely  eradicated  French  principles.     Now  it  vras  found 
that  the  danger  from  thofc  principles  was  fo  much  incrcafed  in  pro- 
portion to  the  increasing  prefTore  which  the  war  had  biou^t  upon 
the  country,  the  inconvenience  already  felt  from  fcarcity,  and  the 
apprehenfions  of  approncl\ing  famine,  that  it  was  neccfTary  for  Mi* 
nifters  to  *  refort  to  fuch  defpcratc  nuafures  of  precaution^  as  bad 
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never  bcfiwc  been  aHetnpted.  The  honourable  gentleman  affirms, 
tfaofi:  dubs  and  focieticSi  which  It  is  now  the  oIijc(ft  to  fof^re&i  to 
be  of  recent  origin;  and  afks,  what  were  the  liberties  oi  the  coun^ 
try,  now  fuppofed  to  be  fo  much  endangered,  before  their  inilitu* 
lioB?  Thcfe  clubs  and  focicties  have  cxiftcd  in  the  country  ever 
fince  the  Revolution.  Of  many  of  them,  fince  the  period  of  the 
Amsrican  war,  the  honourable  gentleman  has  himfelf  been  an  a£li ve 
and  diilinguifKed  Member.  And  here  I  have  occafion  to  regret  that 
the  honourable  gentleman  fhould  be  troubled  with  that  fhortnefs  of 
wcmory  which  is  incidental,  in  common  with  himfelf,  to  all  the 
friends  of  the  right  honourable  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.  In 
confequence  of  this  dcfe£t,  it  is  neceflary  for  me  to  remind  him  of 
the  adive  part  he  took  in  his  oppolition  to  the  India  bill ;  of  his  fpi- 
rited,  though  unfortunate  exertions  for  the  abolition  of  die  flave 
trade ;  and  of  his  former  fupport,  in  conjun<£lion  with  his  right  ho- 
nourable friend,  to  the  caufe  of  parliamentary  reform.  I  afk  him 
whether,  upon  all  thcfe  occafions  he  would  have  gone  on  fo  triumph- 
antly in  his  focieties,  or  among  his  condituents,  with  a  Juftice  of 
Peace  at  his  elbow  ?  My  only  confolation  with  refpcft  to  the  pro- 
pofed  bill  is,  that  its  exceflivc  folly  and  confummatc  abfurdity  are 
fuch  as  muft  defeat  itfelf,  and  like  other  mcarures  of  Minifters,  I 
have  no  doubt  that,  after  a  few  efforts,  in  confequence  of  being 
fouod  untenable,  it  will  be  regularly  ^andoncd.  A  worthy  Ma- 
gilbale  (Mr.  Lulhing'on),  took  offence  at  being  charged  with  an 
attack  on  the  rights  of  juries.  ♦  He  defended,  with  great  eloquence 
and  animation,  the  right  of  pofterity  to  improve  upon  the  wifdom  of 
their  anceftors,  and  to  adopt  fuch  improvements  upon  ancient  in- 
fiitutions  as  their  own  better  judgement  'may  fugged.  In  confe- 
quence of  this  exertion  of  his  eloquence,  he  no  doubt  will  receive 
^  thanks  of  the  next  meeting  at  Copenhagen  Houfe.  Such  an  ex- 
ertion, .  no  doubt,  might  naturally  have  been  e,ype(5lcd  in  fuch  a 
caufe,  when  I  recoiled  that  the  worthy  Alderman  has  himfelf  been 
an  adive  reformer ;  and,  if  there  be  no  offence  in  the  title,  a 
friend  of  the  people.  If  he  (till  retains  a  fcatin  the  fociety,  we 
(halt  have  this  advantage,  that  under  the  operation  of  the  prefenc 
hill,  he  may  attend  our  meetings  as  a  Mugidrate  as  well  as  a 
Member.  And  from  this  circumftance,  we  fhall  have  confiderahle 
reafon  to  regret,  if  the  worthy  Alderman  has  withdrawn  himfelf 
from  our  fociety.  An  honourable  Baronet  (Sir  William  Pulteney) 
treated  the  fubjedt  with  a  degree  of  levity  not  at  all  confident  with 
the  ufual  gravity  of  his  manner.  He  feems  to  think  that  all  the 
danger  at  popular  meetings  arifes  from  the  circumftance,  that  the 
Speakers  fiate  only  one  llde  of  the  queftion.     So  that  wc  muft  con* 
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ceive  the  buiinefs  of  the  Magiftrates  to  be-— not  to  take  up  tlic 
people,  but  to  take  up  the  argument.     In  this  cafe,  where  are  ynrc 
to  find  thofe  able  Magiftr>tes,  and  clever  Speakers,  who  are  to  at- 
tend all  the  meetings,   to  corre£l  mifs-ftatemcnts,  and  fupply  the 
deficiency  of  information  ?     In  Weftminfter,  the  head  quarters  of 
thofe  feditious  afTcmblies,  the  Magidrates  are  the  hired  creatures, 
and  agents  of  Minillers,  a  defpicable  fet  of  paid,  penfioned  place- 
hunters  ;  neither  capable  to  communicate  information,   nor  to  at- 
tend with  impartialit)'.     By  the  bvc»   he  was  reminded  how  vio- 
lently the  prefent  Secretary  at  War  had  oppofed  the  bill  for  throw- 
ing the  Magiftracy  into  the  hands  of  fuch  a  fet  of  men,  and  with 
what  terms  of  <X)ntempt  he  had  then  treated  their  charaAer.      In 
order  to  qualify  thofe  Magiftrates  for  the  tafk  which  the  worthy  Ba- 
ronet has  affigned  them,  it  M'tll  firft  be  neceifary  to  give  them  inte- 
grity ;  fecondly,  independence  ;  and  laftly,  ability  to  detect  mifrc- 
prefentation,  and  refute  unfounded  arguments,  the  confequenct  of 
all  which  muA  be,  to  f^ke  from  them  the  only  thing  which  they 
nowpoflefs,  namely,  their  falaries.     But  the  Magiftrates,  itfeems, 
are  to  attend,  accompanied  by  their  conftables.      In  this  cafe  fair 
argument  had  but  little  chance.     If  a  Speaker,  when  interrupted 
by  the  Magiflrate,  faid,     "    You  have  not  heard  me  out,  allo^ 
me  to  explain  myfelf,"  and  the  Magiftratc  did  not  chufc  that  hc- 
fhould  proceed,  immediately  the  Riot  A&.  was  read,  the  conftables 
interfered,   and  the  meeting  was  forcibly  dilTolved.     And  this  was 
what  gentlemen  called,  "  fetiing  a  man  to  rights,"  that  is  to  fay, 
•*  knocking  him  dowft."     Up<in   my  word,    fuch  nonfenfc  cai> 
fcarccly  be  made  a  fubjedt  of  ferious  argument.     As  it  is  die  nature 
of  man- always  to  refift  oppreflion,  how  many  Magiftrates  will  be 
wanted,  in  order  to  carrj'  into  effc6t  this  new  fyftem  ?     Will  it  be 
neceffary,  as,  to  the  difgrace  of  the  fervice,  it  was  with  rcfpcft  to  fur- 
georis'  mates  for  the  army,  to  advertize,  **"  Wanted  a  number  of 
Magiftrates,"  &c.     I  now  fpeak  in  the  hearing  of  a  number  of  re- 
fpedtahle  gentlemen,  who  ferve  as  Juftices  of  the  Peace,  not  one 
of  whpm,  I  am  confident,  if  the  prcfcnt  bill  (hall  pafs,  will  be 
difpofed  to  a(^  in  that  capacity,  asr  the  penfioned  fpy  of  Minifters» 
Mr.  Sheridan  ftated,  that  with  regard  to  the  aflfault  upon  His  Ma- 
jcfty,  he  was  totally  ignorant  of  it  on  the  evening  it  happened,  and 
when,  he  entered  that  Houfe,    had  heard  of  nothing  except  fomc 
indiftinA  clamours.     He  wifhed  to  explain  this  circumftance,  be- 
caufe  the  expreflions  he  had  made  ufe  of  on  the  occafion  had  afibrded 
matter  of  comment  to  fomc  gentlemen,  who  were  defirous  to  mif- 
reprefcnt  his  fentiments.     He  had  fccn  in  a  newfpaper  that  day,  he 
Cud,   a^ng  (aid  to  be  beads  of  *a  bill  introduced  %o  Parliament; 
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he  did  not  believe  it :  becaufe  of  all  that  he  had  ever  fcen  or  read, 
n  )fhif^  appeared  to  him  fo  grofs  and  fcandalous  a  libel ;  he  could 
not  credit  it  to  be  the  produdKon  of  a  fane  man  ;  but  much  lefs  of 
any  man  who  would  dare  to  impute  improper  motives  to  the  meet- 
ir-;  at  Copenhagen  Houfc  ;  to  that  meeting  he  had  never  heard  any 
1' !. J  chii]ge  laid  ;  no  riot,  no  difturbance ;  all  was  peaceable,  fobcr, 
zr.l  confilknt  with  the  principles  of  the  Conftitution ;  how  then  are 
wc  to  account  for  the  operations  of  the  Minifter,  but  in  his  difap- 
pointmcnt  ?  he  hoped  for  tumult,  and  peace  difappointed  his  views. 
But  there  was  another  way  of  accounting  for  the  Miniftcr's  vindic- 
tivcncfs ;  the  fy  ftem  of  terror,'  which  reigned  laft  year  died  with  the 
trials;  It  mi|iht  now  be  wifhed  to  revive  it;  and  inftead  of  the  con- 
n.THon  which  had  been  attempted  to  be  made  out  between  the  pro- 
ceedings at  Coixrnhagcn  Houfe,  and  the  outrage  on  His  Majcfty, 
that  outrage  might  probably  be  traced  to  fome  one  of  that  army  of 
(pl^Sf  who,  having  been  thrown  out  of  employ  in  confequence  of 
plots  being  difcredited,  and  the  fufpcnfion  of  the  Habeas  Corpus 
rqjcaled,  might  be  defirous  to  revive  the  profitable  trade  of  alarm, 
an  J  might  think  too,  that  he  did  a  thing  not  ingratcful  to  Minifters, 
by  affording  them  a  plaufible  pretext  to  deftroy  the  liberties  of  the 
ctxintry.  From  the  general  diftruft  which  he  had  of  every  frefti  at- 
tempt to  create  alarm,  he  was  led  to  conclude,  that  if  the  Miniftcr 
wjs  to  follow  up  the  inquiry  with  refpeft  to  the  authors  of  the  out- 
rage, it  would  end  in  the  execution  of  one  of  his  own  fpies.  He 
concluded  with  an  apoftrophe  to  the  Speaker,  who,  he  hoped, 
would  imitate  many  of  his  virtuous  predeceflbrs,  by  treating  the 
proficrcd  bill,  (hould  it  be  attempted  to  be  brought  before  the  Houfc, 
with  the  indignant  refentment  which  it  merited,  as  an  infult  to  the 
dignity  of  the  Houfe,  and  not  even  fufFering  it  to  be  read.  For 
my  part,  faid  Mr.  Sheridan,  if  this  bill  (hall  pafs,  I  (hall  think 
myfelf  unworthy  to  continue  longer  the  prattling  reprefentative  of  a 
ciumb  and  enflaved  people,  and  I  fhall  confider  this  Houfe  as  un- 
Vionhy  that  exception  which  fecures  to  them  that  freedom  of  difcuf- 
lim,  which  they  will  then  have  fo  juftly  forfeited. 

Mr.  MARTIN  faid,  he  lamented  as  much  as  any  man,  the 
(hrii^  outrage  that  had  been  offered  to  His  Majefty  ;  and  he  re- 
vered the  family  on  the  throne.  His  loyalty  was  as  great  as  that  of 
any  man  in  the  kingdom^  but  he  never  could  allow  the  mere  a6l  of 
an  individual,  to  juftify  a  meafure  like  the  prcfcnt,  which  went  to 
<l^vc  the  people  of  their  deareft  privileges.  He  believed  in  his 
confcicncc,  that  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  taken  advan- 
tage of  what  had  happened  to  roufe  a  fpirit  in  the  country  to  fupport 
tiic  intolerabfe  meafures  of  Government.     He  had  long  fgrcfccii 
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what  was  going  forv^ard,  and  that  there  was  no  profpcft  of  their 
getdng  out  of  their  difficulties.  Such  a  military  force  was  ellab- 
liHicd  all  ovci^  the  countrv,  that  he  beared  much  blood  would  be 
Ihcd  before  the  nation  could  regain  its  liberties,  and  defend  the 
Conftitutlon.  Every  town  in  England  was  full  of  foldiers.  He 
of  late  went  down  to  the  Univerfity  of  Oxford,  where  he  had  re- 
ceived his  education,  as  a  place  where  he  had  hoped  to  enjoy  a 
little  repofe  from  the  fcenes  of  aftive  life  \  but  he  heard  more 
drums,  trumpets,  and  fifes,  than  college  bells.  Many  pro»jd, 
jiompous  buildings  in  the  county  had  been  converted  into  barracks. 
He  remembered  the  day  when  no  Member  of  that  Houfc  would 
have  dared  to  propofe  fuch  a  meafure.  He  fincerely  hoped  the 
meafurc  would  never  pafs  into  a  law,  as  he  was  fearful  it  would 
pi;ove  the  dcftrucli  ^n*  of  the  country.  Thcfe  were  the  few  obferva- 
tions  which  occurred  to  him,  and  he  mentioned  them  in  the  fulncfs 
of  his  heart. 

The  light  honourable  WILLIAM  WINDHAM  (Secretari- 
at War)  exprcfled  his  wonder,  that  notwith (landing  much  w-armth 
had  arifen,  and  much  bold  alTcrtion  had  been  made,  yet  the  op- 
ix)fers  of  the  bill  had  been  very  (by  of  any  thing  like  argument 
and  proof.  They  fay  at  once  wc  are  to  be  enflaved ;  but  how  do 
they  make  that  appear  ;  by  what  evidence,  or  courfe  of.rcafoning? 
He  was  not  any  more  furprifed  at  their  oppofition  tlian  they  pn>- 
fefled  themfclves  to  be  at  the  introdudion  of  the  meafure ;  for 
they  had  been  too  long  and  clofely  in  unifon  with  thofe  likely  to  be 
affciSled  by  it,  to  contemplate  fuch  a  bill  with  curtcfy  or  indifference. 
The  Houfe,  he  hoped,  however,  would  not  fuffer  itfelf  to  be 
guided  by  the,  fentiments  of  thofe  who  exulted  on  acquittals^  where, 
if  the  parties  were  not  guilty  of  trcafon,  yet  every  one  muft  pro- 
nounce them  guilty  <5f  being  concerned  in  fyftems  and  plans  that 
infalliblv  led  to  tlie  entire  fubverfion  of  the  Conftitution.  He  en- 
vied  not  fuch  a  (late  of  exultation.  Had  the  parues  been  denied 
any  indulgence  ?  No*  Had  they  not  been  treated  with  fcrupii- 
!ous  fairncfs  and  candour  ?  Certainly  yes.  Why  then  exult  be- 
caufe  the  law  was  not  fufficiently  extcnfive  to  reach  them,  or  the 
Jury  had  not  extended  it  as  far  as  they  might  have  .done?  He 
wi(hcd  to  meet  them  on  the  prefent  fubje<ft,  on  the  ground  of  proof 
and  argument,  as  to  the  intentions  and  tendency  of  the  mcedngs 
in  queftion,  and  of  the  moans  made  ufe  of.  Do  they  not  proceed, 
as  after  a  grand  exemplar,  iii  the  very  track  that  cffefled  the  ruin 
and  dcfolatian  of  one  of  the  greateft  empires  in  the  world  ?  Thcj 
tell  you,  with  an  honourable  Member  of  this  Houfe,  that  tiic 
French  Revolution  h  the  greateft  and  mod  glorious  fabric  ever 
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ricd  by  human  wifdom;  that  it  is  the  moft  happy  change  ever 
?ri:  :levcd  in  the  condition  of  mankind ;  and  holding  it  up  as 
c.jr\'  thing  good  and  great,  confequently  deem  it  worthy  of  imita- 
tion by  this  country.  The  prefent  is  rcprcPjntcd  as  a  new  aera  ia 
\Ai  hilbry  of  man,  and  it  is  inculcated  that  advantage  (hould  be 
t:k:n  of  the  great  tide  of  human  affiiirs.  In  every  part  of  Europe 
mri  arc  to  be  found  under  the  influence  of  fuch  dodrincs ;  and  in' 
•  "z-and,  in  pirticular,  they  arc  held  up  as  a  mcxiel  of  perfection. 
Tn:  manners  of  the  French  arc  imitated,  their  forms  are  adopted, 
anJ  foccefs  is  wifhed  to  their  exertions.  Ii>  Denmark  they  have 
r.eir  prrizans  ;  in  Holland  they  have  been  fuccefsful,  through  the 
mdiinations  of  their  adherents  there ;  and  yet  we  are  told  that 
n  I  di:igcr  is  to  be  apprehended  from  the  direful  infcdlion  in  Great 
Biitiin.  Admit  France  had  never  once  been  mentioned  or  alluded 
t^  by  the  oppofcrs  of  this  bill,  as  if  **  that  mighty  fabric  of  hu- 
mm  wifdom  and  vimie"  had  funk  from  the  notice  of  manl^ind, 
a«J  had  no  influence  whatever.  The  queftion  had  been  confidered 
in  rclition  to  precedent  and  ancient  times  ;  bat  coiild  any  thing  be 
more  fallacious  ?  Arc  we  not  in  a  crifis  perfectly  novel,  and  re- 
fjrablc  to  no  part  events;  a  crifis  that  threatens  a  greater  change 
in  human  aflfhirs  than  the  irruption  of  the  Goths  and  Vandals,  or 
the  convcrfion  of  the  world  from  pagnnifm,  produced  ?  What  faid 
Genet,  in  America  ?  That  France  was  no  longer  to  be  governed 
by  the  mufty  rules  of  Grotius  and  Puffendorf.  This,  among  va- 
rious declarations  of  the  fame  fort,  flicwcd  the  fixed  intention  of 
entirely  fub verting  the  focial  ftation  of  Europe,  and  every  kingdom 
in  it.  The  faft  was,  that  there  is  not  a  country  which  could  be 
^>^:nd  without  a  French  party;  and  did  not  every  government  ex- 
perience the  effeds  of  rifing  democracy.  Their  caufe  even  here, 
•nd  within  thofe  walls,  had  bctn  called  the  caufe  of  liberty  and 
>  rice.  Thofe  who  oppofc  the  war,  fay  that  there  never  was  an 
-rijuft  one  with  France  before  ;  but  in  what  refpecl  is  the  prefent 
unjaftr  Is  it  not  a  war  againft  every  thing  that  can  blacken  or 
ticgiadc  human  nature  ?  And  was  it  not  undertaken  in  defence  of 
an  ally,  whom  we  were  bound  to  protcdl  ?  Such  a  flruggle  is  a 
&  vrious  one,  and  worthy  of  being  perfcvered  in  to  the  laft  moment. 


"  If  Richard's  fit  to  live,  let  Richmond  fall. 


*i 


^^licn  we  find  a  party  wifhing  fuccefs  to  their  meafures,  and  ap- 
p*Tiiing  their  conduft  in  every  inftance,  docs  it  not  fpllow  that 
L 'v  wi(h  the  introdudion  of  fimilar  proceedings  here  ?  Ought 
'-  not  then  to  have  recourfe  to  every  means  of  cliecking  an  evil 
vhich  becomes  every  day  more  formidable?     In  this  time  of  im- 
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mincnt  danger,  you  do  no  rtore  than  was  done  on  former  occa- 
fions,  when  the  danger  was  not  fo  great;  and  whenever  you  go  no 
farther  than  neceffity  requires^  your  conduft  muft  be  juft.      Every 

,.  ftrong  meafurc  is  neceffarily  attended  with  fome  inconvenience ; 
but  ftrong  meafurcs,  when  reforted  to  upon  occafions,  can  never 
injure  the  liberties  of  the  people.  It  cannot,  furely,  be  faid  that 
nothing  new  has  arifcn  to  juftify  the  propofed  hill,  when  vibleiu'c 
unprecedented  has  been  committed..  He  here  adverted  to  the  re- 
cent meeting  at  Copenhagen  Houfe,  and  toted  what  benefits  arofc 
to  the  public  peace  from  the  precautions  taken  to  draw  out  the  mi- 
litary force,  &c.  At  that  meeting  hand-bills  were  difperfcd,  re- 
commending the  death  of  the  King ;  and  when  it  was  fccn,  that 
in  a  few  days  after  the  attempt  was  adually  made,  gentlemen  muft 
f  .phifticate,  if  they  denied  the  obvious  intention  of  that  aiTem- 
bLigc.  He  next  recurred  to  the  fubjedl  of  the  bill,  by  obfcrving, 
that  an  unqualified  liberty  of  writing  and  fpeaking  was  no  where  to 
be  found  ;  in  America  it  was  not  the  cafe  ;  nor  ,even  in  France, 
the  country  which  was  held  up  as  a  model  of  liberty.  It  was  not 
undcrftood  that  the  venom  of  an  animal  operated  on  its  own  fpc- 
cics,  yet  we  find,  that  in  the  latter  country,  which  gave  birth  to 
jacobinifm,  that  term  is  become  as  odious  as  tlie  appellation  of 
royalty,  and  popular  meetings  are  no  where  tolerated.  Some  per- 
fons  wilhed  to  reduce  the  method  of  deftroying  fyftems  to  the  fame 
facility  as  that  of  depriving  men  of  places ;  and  the  ignorant  man 
lias  been  brought  to  argue,  that  the  Conftitution  deprives  him  of 
an  equal  (hare  of  riches  and  rights,  and  therefore  that  it  muft  be 
his  intercft  to  overturn  it.  In  no  country  are  fuch  principles  ar- 
riving to  fo  grjrat  an  height  as  in  England  ;  and  if  we  are  to  dc- 
pend  upon  the  attachment  of  the  people,  which  is  c\ery  day  dimi- 
nifliing,  this  country  will  as  certainly  fall  as  any  of  thofe  which 
have  been  recently  hurled  to  defirudiion.  Much  was  faid  of  the 
liberty  of  the  prefs,  which,  like  the  lever  in  mechanics,  was  made 
a  new  engine  in  politics  to  fet  all  men,  learned  and  unlearned,  on 
arguing  and  difcufling  topics  of  Government,  and,  in  this  coun- 
try, of  throwing  all  evils  on  the  back  of  the  executive  government. 

*  He  was  free  to  /ay,  that  if  fuffered  here  to  fuch  extent,'  national 
ruin  would  be  the  confequence.  He  '^-jped  the  magiftrate  would 
not  be  deterred  by  the  name  of  fpy,  or  any  other  opprobrious  ap- 
pellation, from  doing,  his  duty.  Mr.  Windham  then  proceeded 
to  ftate  fome  points,  at  which  he  declared  himfclf  at  iffue  with 
Mr.  Fox,  rcfpcdllng  the  provifions  of  the  bill,  and  infiftftd  that 
there  was  nothing  in  it  fo  feverc  as  any  of  the  laws  cnadicd  in 
France  during  the  ancient  monarchy^  or  the  fyftcm  of  their  nc\Y 
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RqxibHc.  Whether  it  would  prevent  the  pending  mifchief  he 
knew  not,  but  that  was  no  reafon  why  we  (hould  not  ufe  every 
means  to  acconnpUfh  the  defired  end.  Under  it  the  magiftrates 
would  ai2  according  to.  the  didates  of  their  judgement,  in  the  fame 
mdnner  as  before  it  pafled.  Many  gentlemen  had  declared  them- 
felves  inimical  to  granting  difcretionary  powers ;  but  is  not  die  law 
itfclf  a  difcretion ;  and  if  any  evils  arife  from  the  adoption  of  the 
mcafurcs,  they  muft  be  balanced  againft  thofc  ftill  greater  evils 
which  it  was  calculated  to  prevent. 

Mr.  GREY  faid,    that  when  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
^If.  Windham)  fet  out  with  complaining  of  the  lofty  declamation 
of  his  honourable  friends  which  he  had  ftigmatized  as  equally  de- 
void of  fcnfc  and  argument,  he  expedted  fomething  like  argument 
from  him:    that  he  would  have  kept  to  the  pledge  with  which  he 
fet  oat,  and  obferved  a  line  of  precedent  which  might  have  guided 
the  future  deliberations  of  the  Houfe.      Mr.  Grey  regretted  that 
the  honourable  gentleman  had  not  fpoken  on  the  firft  day  of  the  feffion: 
indeed  he  was  always  fony,  when  by  any  misfortune,   the  Houfc 
was  deprived  of  the  information  which  his  fpeeches  were  commonly 
tund  to  contain.      For  whether  he  was  not  let  into  the  fccrets  of 
A  Jminiftration,  or  whether  he  was  naturally  a  ftranger  to  that  craft 
which  didinguiflics  the  fpeeches  of  his  aiTociatcs,  he  generally  fpoke 
niorc  openly  and  fpecifically  of  the  real  motives  of  their  adions, 
than  any  of  his  brethren  in  place.     High  in  office  as  he  was,  and 
fituatcd  in  the  bofom  of  His  Majefty's  Councils,  he  had  not  only 
fpoken  quite  inconfiftently  with  what  fell  on  the  firft  day  of  the  fef- . 
fi'>n  from  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  but  had  given  a  diredl 
rq)ly  to  the  arguments  which  his  friend  had  then  adduced  in  de- 
fence of  the  meafures  and  fchemes  of   Government.     Had  he 
(Mr.  Windham)  favoured  the  Houfc  on  that  day,  they  would  have 
heard  no  anfwer  to  all  that  was  alledged  refpedling  the.  improved 
ftatc  of  this  country,  and  the  melioration  of  the  (late  of  France. 
Then  they  were  told,  that  here  there  was  a  fpirit  of  order  and  fub- 
niiffion  to  the  laws ;  now  they  are  informed  that  this  was  alfo  a^de- 
lufion,  and  that  a  fpirit  of  turbulence  and  difcontent  univerfally 
pt€vailcd.     Then  they  were  told  that  affairs  in  France  had  come 
to  a  crifis  which  was  likely  to  terminate  in  an  iflfue  favourable  to 
fe  general  ii^tcrcfts  of  Europe.     Now  they  are  informed  that  the 
Conftitution  of  France  is  as  inimical  to  the  forms  of  regular  Govem- 
incnt,  as  in  the  woril  days  of  Jacobinifm,  and  that  their  principles 
^^tttaten  with  deftruftion,  the  Britifh  Conftitution,  (for  fuch  he  was 
ftill  pleafed  to  call  it)  a  Conftitution,  which,  if  this  bill  be  allowed 
i^  pa($|  would  be  no  better  than  the  moft  abfolute  defpotifm  in  Eu* 
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forward.  He  trufted  the  Houfe  would  not— dared  not  let  it  paft ; 
and  dated,  that  the  country  had  only  to  be  apprifed  of  its  danger, 
and  it  never  would. 

'  Mr.  WILBERFORCE  began  with  folcmnly  inTiting  the  atten- 
tion of  the  HoufI,  to  the  invcftigatlon  of  the  claufes  of  the  bill  now 
propbfed  to  them.     He  had  no  doubt  that  the  honourable  gentle- 
men who  had  difapproved  of  its  tendency,  Jiad  given  a  finccre  and 
fair  ftatement  of  their  fentiments.  But  they  had  not  fufficiently  con- 
fidered  the  peculiar  fituation  in  which  the  country  ftood,   and  the 
alarnfiing  nature  of  the  prefent  crifis.     When  a  great  number  of 
events,  fo  threatening  in  their  complexion,  and  fo  clofely  refembling 
in  their  leading  features,  had  followed  one  another  in  fuch  a  regular 
chain  of  conned^ion,  it  muft  appear  that  Government  were  at  laft 
called  upon  for  fome  interference.    It  was  now  three  years  that  they 
had  been  difcufling  whether  there  was  a  party  in  the  country,  not 
hoftile  to  one  branch  of  the  Conftitution,  but  to  all.     Sonfie  cafes 
of  libel  had  been  brought  before  juries,  where  the  parties  were  ac- 
quitted.  Other  perfons  were  ch-^rged  with  treafonable  pradices,  and 
had  alfo  been  acquitted.    Not  fatisficd  with  this,  they  had  renewed 
their  attempts  ag^inft  the  Conftitution  with  more  diligence,  and'with 
ten  times  more  boldnefs  in  confequcnce  of  knowing  how  far  they 
might  now  venture  to  go  with  fafety.     Such  being  the  cafe,  were 
'  that  Houfe  to  fufier  themfdves  to  be  beguiled  by  their  pretenfions  of 
their  wiflies  for  a  reform  of  abufes,  or  to  be  intimidated  by  the  bold 
language  in  which  they  ftatcd  their  remonftrances  ?  He  profeffed  his 
wifti  to  be  merely,  to  tranfmit  to  pofterity  the  liberties  which  the 
country  had  derived  from  their  anceftors,  and  that  no  man  was  more 
a  friend  to  true  and  rational  freedom.    But  he  was  not  to  be  beguiled 
by  the  pretenfions  of  thofe,  who,  under  the  fpccious  guife  or  pro- 
moting freedom,  were  dclirous  to  introduce  the  worft  fpccies  of  fla- 
very.     Wifhing  well,  therefore,  to  true  and  fiibftantial  liberty,  he 
could  not  confcnt  any  longer  to  withhold  an  interference  that  he  con- 
ceived ncceflary  to  its  fupport.    The  people  were  not  on  that  account 
branded  as  difaffed^ed ;  on  the  contrary,  it  admitted  their  attach- 
ment, and  fought  as  tliey  were  bound  to  do,  to  encourage  and  pre- 
ferve  it.      In  fo  doing,  they  were  obliged  to  refort  to  a  ftrong  mea- 
fure  not  entirely  free  from  danger.   If  there  could  be  devifcd  a  mode 
equally  effedive  and  more  fecure,  he  fhould  prefer  it ;  but  diat  ap- 
peared to  him  impoflible,  and  therefore  he  adopted  the  prefent  mea- 
sure as  infinitely  the  lefs  evil  of  die  twQ:  in  feift,  it  was  fcarcely 
poflTible  to  fuggeft  any  regulation  of  magnitude  in  which  an  able  and 
ingenious  mind  might  not  difcover  fome  remote  and  contingent  dan- 
cer.    When  the  bill  came  forward^  he  would  endeavour,  as  hi  a> 
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he  could,  to  fqKoratc  the  good  from  the  evil.     Every  man,  who 
would  take  the  trouble  to  inquire,  would  be  able  to  trace  the  lor^ 
train  of  meafures  which  the  agents  of  fedition  had  purfued  in  London, 
and  other  great  towns.     It  was  neceiTary  that  fome  meafures  ihould 
be  taken,  in  order  to  prevent  the  great  mafs  colledlcd  in  thofe  places 
from  being  infc6^ed  with  their  principles.      If  a  large  body  met  in 
confederacy ;  if  fpeakers  were  employed  to  inforce  feditious  ^d 
dangerous  dodrines,  it  was  neceflary  that  magiftrates  (hould  be  armed 
widi  extraordinary  powers,  in  order  to  meet  the  exigence  of  the 
crifis«     The  right  honourable  gentleman  faid,  thsCt  if  this  extraor* 
dinary  power  was  given  to  magiftrates,  the  cenfequencc  would  be  a 
total  abrogation  of  the  liberties  of  the  country.     He  did  not  recoU 
led  that  the  magiflrate  would  be  refponfible  for  his  interference  in 
cveiy  inftance,   where  it  was  improperly  exerted,-— tliat  the  perfon 
who  incurred  the  cenfure  of  the  magiftrate  would  dill  retain  all  the 
benefit  which  he  pofleifed  from  the  prefcntadminiftrationofthelaw; 
that  a  bill  muft  be  found  againd  him  by  a  Grand  -Jury,  apd  that 
he  had  dien  a  trial  by  a  common  jury,  before  he  could  be  made 
fubjcd  to  puniAunent.     If  the  deAru£tion  of  the  clubs  end  fogie- 
tics  was  to  be  accounted  the  abrogation  of  Briti(h  liberties,  where, 
he  aiked,  were  our  liberties  before  thefe  inilitutions,.  which  were . 
but  of  recent  origin,  had  taken  place  ?    If  thefe  m^ings  were  to 
be  deftrovedy  the  right  honourable  gentleman  (Mn  Fox)  had  faid, 
that  no  vent  would  be  afforded  for  the  humours  of  the  body  politic. 
It  had  always  appeared  to  him,  that  the  particular  excellence  of  that 
Houfe  was,  that  it  afforded  the  means  of  difcufling,  with  freedom, 
all  public  grievances.    The  right  honourable  gentleman  afked,  was 
the  French  revolution  owing  to  clubs,  or  popular  meetings  ?  but  he 
(Mr.  Wilberforce)  would  anfwcr  by  another  queftion,  had  they  the 
right  of  petitioning  r  had  they  a  Houfe  of  Commons  to  whom  they 
could  apply  for  redrefs  of  their  grievances?  The  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman alfo  inftanced  the  cafe  of  Charles  the  Firft,  and  aflced  was  it 
not  bjr  overtraining  the  Royal  prerogative,  that  he  loil  his  Crown 
and  his  life  ?  But  was  it  not  radier,  he  qbfervrd,  by  difcontinuing 
ParliamefitSy  that  he  ruined  himfelf  and  the  nation?  Upon  die  whole^ 
lie  £iw  reafon  to  thank  Miniflers  for  bringing  in  the  bill :  he  never 
wiflied  to  flifle  the  voice  of  the  peopk,  but  wifhed  to  infufe  into  them 
a  fenfe  of  their  freedom  and  privileges,  not  any  unneceflary  fufpi- 
cioo,  nor  groundlefii  fear.     He  wifhed  to  (hew  them  that  they 
poflcfled  advantages  fuch  as  no  other  country  ever  enjoyed.     In 
feie,  be  viflied  to  (hew  that  the  prefent  meafure  was  not  fo  much 
die  caufe  of  the  Crown  as  fhe  caufc  of  the  people  thcmfclvcs,*— He 
iriihod  to  let  them  know  that  the  only  confiitutional  mode  of  redref- 
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nugatory  or  harafling.  But,  in  this  particular  inftancc,  it  might 
be  proper,  for  he  was  willing  to  own,  that  unlcfs  ir  was  obvious 
that  this  bill  had  the  concurrence  of  the  majority  of  the  people  cif 
England,  it  ought  not  to  be  paffcd  into  a  law.  That  it  would  be 
found  to  have  fuch  concurrence  he  had  no  doubt,  for  he  had  been 
befiegcd  in  his  office,  for  months  part,  M'ith  applications  for  fuch  a 
bill ;  and  it  was  by  the  advice  of  a  number  of  gentlemen  that 
Minifters  had  at  Icnjrth  brouj^ht  it  forward. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  faid,  that  this  attempt  to  conceal  the  authors 
of  the  bill  was  an  acknowledgement  on  their  own  parts  of  its 
dangerous  tendency ;  they  wiihed  to  make  it  doubtful  from 
whence  it  came.  He  had  no  doubt,  but  tl^.at  if  time  w^s  given 
the  honourable  gentleman  would  find  the  opinion  of  the  public  very 
pointedly  expreffed,  and  very  loudly,  againft  a  bill,  which  ftruck 
at  the  foundation  of  Britifli  liberty  ;  a  bill  which  was  called  for  bv 
no  circumftances,  except  what  he  believed  Minifters  called  the  pro- 
vidential outrage  on  His  Mijefty. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  bc^ed  it  might  be  underftood,  th:it 
though  many  perfons  had  called  for  fuch  a  bill  as  this,  yet  Minif- 
ters did  not  (brink  from  refponfibility  as  having  propofed  it.  He 
did  not  objedl  to  a  call,  but  he  thought  a  call  of  little  avail,  when 
he  looked  round  and  faw  fo  full  an  attendance.  As  gentlemen  did 
not  mean  to  enter  into  the  detail,  he  (hould  not  think  it  ncceflhry 
to  delay  the  ftages  of  the  bill  on  account  of  the  call,  as  the  opi- 
nion of  the  Houfe  on  the  principle  might  be  as  well  taken  on  the 
third  reading  as  on  the  fecond. 

Mr.  GREY  faid,  that  he  trufted  Minifters  would  find  the  fenfc 
of  the  nation  on  this  moft  deteftable  bill  as  pointedly  declared  as  it 
ever  was  on  any  queftion.  The  honourable  gentleman  had  more 
than  once  found  that  the  majority  of  that  Houfe  did  not  fpcak  the 
fenfe  of  the  nation ;  on  the  Ruffian  armament,  the  voice  of  the 
people,  loudly  declared,  had  favcd  the  nation  from  a  war,  in  wliich 
the  majority  of  that  Houfe  w)uld  have  involved  them.  The  right 
honourable  gentleman  was  at  times  for  the  majority  of  the  Hoafe 
againft  the  voice  of  the  j^eople ;  at  others,  for  the  voice  of  the 
people  againft  the  majority,  as  the  one  or  the  other  would  beft  fuit 
his  purpofe.  He  now  looked  round  to  the  prefent  attendance,  and 
faid,  there  was  no  rcafon  for  a  call.  What  was  tlie  attendance  P 
not  one  half  of  the  Houfe.  Surely  the  people  of  England  had  a 
right  to  expedt  that  a  bill  of  fuch  dreadful  import  (hould  at  leaft 
be  difcuffed  in  a  full  Houfe.  He  affured  the  honourable  Member 
that  he  (hould  oppofe  it  in  every  legal  way,  both  In  tliat  Houfe  and 
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out  of  it ;  and   that  he  hoped  this  lad  ftruggle  for  the  rights    o 
Englifluncn-  would  be  made  with  firmnefs. 

Mr.  MAURICE  ROBINSON  joined  him  in  faying,  that  he 
hoped  time  would  be  given  at  leaft  to  utter  the  laft  bitter  groan  of 
cxpirif^  liberty. 

Mr.  FOX  took  notice  of  Mr.  Pitt's  affertion,  that  he  Ihould 
not  think  it  ncccflhry,  on  account  of  the  call,  to  protrad  the  ftnges 
of  die  bill.  Mr.  Fox  faid,  he  hoped  that  more  refpeft  would  be 
paid  to  the  reprcfentatives  of  the  people,  than  wantonly  to  hurry 
through  a  mcafure  of  this  kind.  If  the  call  was  important,  it 
vas  that  diey  might  difcufs  the  bill  in  all  its  (^agcs,  and  particularly 
io  die  ftage  ufual  for  difcuffing  the  principle.  , 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  thought  it  neccflary  to  declare,  that  he  (hould 
not  content  himfelf  with  oppofing  the  principle ;  he  fhould  oppofe 
the  bill  in  every  ftage  of  the  Committee,  as  well  as  out  of  it ;  and 
in  the  detail  at  well  as  in  the  principle. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  feid,  he  only  meant  that  there  was  no 
occafion  for  delay ;  the  call  did  not  prevent  gentlemen  from  attcnd- 
i'-g  before  the  third  reading.  The  bill  would  be  ready  to  come 
h:o  the  Houie  in  a  day  or  two,  and  then  they  might  proceed  as 
ufual  through  the  ftagcs  of  it. 

The  Houfe  then  agreed  to  the  motion  for  the  call,  and  adjourned. 

List  of  the   Minority  on  Mr.  Pitt's  Motion  for  Leave  to 
brin^  in  a  Bill  to  prevent  Seditious  Meetings. 

Aubrey,  Sir  John  Milncr,  Sir  William 

Barcby,  George,  Efq.  Norths  Dudley,  Efq. 

iijurcrie,  Edward,  Efq.  Pieri'%  Henry,  Efq. 

^';ag,  George,  Efq.  Philips,  J.  G.  Efq. 

^  irtenay,  John,  Efq.  Plunier,   William,  Efq. 

Cr^fpigny,  C.  C.  Efq.  '  Robiufon,  Maurice,  Efq. 

Curwcn,  J.  C.  Efq.  Ruflell,"  Lord  William 

i-'iinc,  Hon.  Thomas  .    St.  John,  Hon.  St.  Andrcsv 

^-zpatrick.  Gen.  Scudamore,  John,  Efq, 

^-x,  Right  Hon.  C.  J.  Smith,  General 

Fi^incis,  Philip,  Efq.  Smith,  William,  Efq. 

Hlbcd,  N.  B.  Efq.  Spencer,  Lord  Robert 

'i*'e,  James,  Efq.  -  Sianlcy,  John  Thomas,  Efq* 

--rrifon,  John,  Efq-  Sturt,  C.  Efq. 

Wus)-,  William,  Efq,  Tarleton,  General 

Jt'icyl,  Jofcph,  Efq*  Thompfon,  Thoipas,  Efq. 

■ -^oife,  J.  C.  Eiq.  Wcftern,  C.C.  Efq, 

l*"jnbtoo,  W.  H.  Efq.  Whiibread,  Samuel,  jun.  Efq. 

Wamcrc,  Edmund,  Efq.  Winningt6.i,  Sir  Edwari 

^^on,  Sir  William  tellers. 

"»['Lfod,  General  Grey,  Charles,  Efq. 

^^riiij,  James,  Efq.  Sheridan,  R.  B.  Efq.    ' 

^-:>ank,  Ralph,  Efq. 
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tVednefdayf   llth  November,     . 

A  petition  was  prcfcntcd  from  Colchefter,  in  which  that  borough 
expre^ed  its  abhorrence  of  the  outrage  committed  upon  His  Ma- 
jefty's  perfon  by  certain  mifcrcants,  and  its  belief  that  fuch  outrage 
had  been  occa(ioncd  by  the  feditious  meetings  and  clubs  that  were 
held  in  and  about  the  metropolis.  The  ^jciition,  therefore  re- 
queftedy'  that  if  the  law  (hould  not  be  found  fufficient  for  the  re- 
prefling  fuch  outrages,  it  might  be  made  fo ;  and  that  feditious 
meetings  pnight  be  prevented  in  future. 

A  petition,  of  a  limilar  nature,  was  prefented  from  Great  Yar- 
mouth. 

Both  the  petitions  were  ordered  to  be  laid  upon  the  table. 

The  order  of  the  day  for  tlic  third  reading  of  the  bill  for  pn^ 
hibiting  generally  the  exportation,  and  for  permitting  generally  the 
importation  of  corn,  &c.  having  been  read, 

Mr.  RYDER  fuggefted  the  necefliry  of  including  potatoes  in 
the  bill,  as  one  of  the  necefiarics  of  life.  The  fuggelUon  met 
with  the  approbation  of  the  Houfe,  and  the  bill  was  then  read  i 
third  time,  and  paffed. 

Thurjdayj    1 1th  Nmjemher. 

The  MASTER  OF  THE  ROLLS  prefented  a  petition  from  the 
inhabitants  of  Bath,  ilating  their  abhorrence  of  the  atrocious  infult 
offered  to  His  Majefty  on  the  firft  day  of  the  prefent  fcffion  of 
Parliament:  their  belief  it  was  conncflcd  wiih  certain  clubs, 
meetings,  and  focieties  held  in  and  about  die  metropolis  ^  and 
praying  that,  if  the  laws  ate  inadequate  to  the  prevention  of  fuch 
outrages  in  future,  thej'  may  be  amended,  &c.  Ordered  to  be  laid 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  SERJEANT  adverted  to  the  laws  relative  to  the  mainte- 
nance of  the  poor  in  certain  cafes,  and  dated  the  neccflity  of  theii 
amendment.  He  wi(hed  that,  in  proportion  to  the.  fcarcity  and 
deamefs  of  provisions,  ther^  might  be  adopted  fome  regulation, 
by  affeflSfnents  in  the  feveral  hundreds  and  diftridls,  to  furnifh  thctr 
relief  proportional  to  the  circumllances  and  exigencies  of  the  times 
He  concluded  with  moving,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill 
for  the  better  relief  of  the  poor  of  th^t  part  of  Great  Britain  callec 
England,  to  explain  and  amend  an  a^  for  the  better  maintenance 
and  employment  of  the  poor,  and  to  enlarge  the  power  of  the  guar- 
dians of  the  poor  within  certain  hundreds  and  diilridsy  &c.  &c. 
Leave  was  given  to  bring  in  the  bill. 

The  SECRETARY  AT  WAR  brought  up  the  various  army  cf 
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timatcs,  Ice.  of  the  jear^  which  were  ordered  to  be  laid  on  the  ta- 
ble. He  (aid  he  intended  to  fubmit  them  to  theconiideiation  of 
the  Houfe  to-morrow  fennight. 

General  TARLETON  faid  he  was  very  glad  j*at  thcfe  efti- 
mates  were  brought  forward,  and  that  a  difcuflion  of  them  was 
ibon  to  take  place,  for  by  that  the  people  of'  England  would  be 
enabled  to  appreciate  die  capacity  of  His  Majefiy's  Minifters,  and 
of  die  fuccefs  of  the  prefent  war. 

The  Houfe  having  continued  filent  for  a  few  minutesi 

Lord  WILLIAM  RUSSELL  rofe,  and  faid,  that  as  there 
appeared  to  be  no  bufinefs  before  the  Houfe,  he  moved,  That  it 
(hould  now  adjourn. 

Mr.  Secretary  DUNDAS  did  not  think  it  eonliftent  widi  die 
accufioiiMd  civility  which  had  exifted  between  gendeitien  on  oppo- 
fite  Sdes  of  the  Houfe,  and  which  had  been  invariably  preferved 
hy  gendemen  on  his  fide,  to  take  advantage  of  the  momentary  ab* 
ience  of  a  Member,  when  it  was  underdood  a  meafure  was  to  be 
brought  forward.  Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  was  to  bring  forward  his 
tin  diat  day  againft  feditious  aflbciadons,  and,  if  the  queftion  of 
adjournment  was  carried,  the  Houfe  would  be  furprifed  into  a  de« 
la?  of  a  fidutary  meafure. 

Mr.  GREY  laid,  he  did  not  diink  that  the  attempt  which  had . 
been  juft  made  to  rebuke  his  noble  friend  was  juftified  upon  this 
occa(ion.  It  was  a  matter  of  furprife  to  him  to  hear  that  an  at- 
tempt was  to  be  made  to  bring  forward  the  bill  to  prevent  public 
incedi^.  It  was  a  matter  of  too  much  importance  to  be  brought 
forward  in  fo  hafty  a  manner,  and  without  that  fort  of  notice  which 
had  been  ufod  upon  fuch  occafions.*— >This  was  no  better  than  an 
anempt  ID  furprife  many  gentlemen  whom  the  Minifter  knew  po  be 
inimical  to  the  bill,  and  to  fmuggle  the  bill  through  one  of  its 
fiages ;  for  he  had  not  heard  that  any  fuch  diing  was  intended  to 
be  done  to-night,  until  after  he  had  come  to  the  Houfe.  He 
iboo^  therefore  that  his  noble  friend's  motbn  was  perfe^y  right, 
&r  there  were  many  gentlemen  who  would  wifh  to  take  part  in  the 
SkdSon  of  this  alarming  meafure,  but  who  were  not  now  in  the 
Hoaie,  becaufe  they  had  no  idea  that  the  bill  was  to  be  brought  for- 
ward. He  thought  himfelf,  under  all  the  circumftances,  called  up- 
on to  fopport  the  modon  for  adjournment. 

Mr.  M.  ROBINSON  rofe  and  faid,  Mr.  Speaker,  there  is  a 
complaint  of  intention  m  furprife  from  the  minifterial  bench ;  ttus 
ii  adfiif  infult  to  injury.  Great  indeed  has  belk  the  furprife  from 
fcpioceis  of  the  bill,  but  it  has  originated  from  the  condud  of 
^  who  have  introdooed  it  into  the  Houfe;  fuch  indeed  has  been 
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their  precipitation,  that  they  had  allowed  the  call  to  operate  on  the 
third  reading  alone ;  a  circumftance  I  believe  unprecedented  in  the 
hiftory  of  its  proceedings-    Could  I  believe  that  what  has  impeded 
its  progrefsi  at  this  moment  was  to  be  confidered  as  a  paufe  in  the 
intentioni  of  the  contrivers  of  it,  and  that  we  were  to  be  flattered 
with  a  hope  of  its  not  being  forced  upon  us,  I  (hould  (incerely  re- 
joice ;  but  I   confeTs,  Sir,  I  am  without  that  hope,  and  exped  no- 
thing lefs  than  the  final  effort  to  fallen  it  upon  us.   Should  it  how- 
ever be  its  fate  to  pafs. through  both  Houfes  of  Parliament,,  it  is  to 
be  remembered  it  becomes  not  legal  till  it  receives  the  fan<£iionof 
a  third  edate ;  a  right  remains,  which,  though  uncxercifed  for  a  cen- 
tury, is  an  unqueflionable  part* of  the^conftltution,  (alluding  to  the 
royal  negative,  which  King  William  availed  himfclf  of  in  one  in- 
fiance),  and  I  hope  it  will  be  called  forth  on  this  occaiion.  [Here 
Mr.  Robinfon  was  called  to  order  by  a  member]  Sir,  I  conceive  my- 
felf  not  to  be  difprdcrly  ;  I  (hall  not  attend  to  the  didlatesof  anj 
private  member  of  the  Hqufe ;  but  if  I  underAand  it  is  your  opinion 
I  have  offended  againfl  its  orders,  I  (hall  inftantly  obey  your  deci- 
iion ;  which  being  llgnified  to  Mr.  Robinfop  by  the  Speaker,  he  fat 
iiown.   .         -  . 

Lord  W.  RUSSELL  faid,  he  (hould  peHift  in  his  motion,  not- 
withilanding  the  accufation  againft  him  of  the  want  of  civility  upon 
tWs  occafion.  He  perfiftcd  in  the  motion  for  adjournment,  becaufc 
there  was  nothing  like  a  notice  given  that  this  bill  was  to  be  brought 
fonvard  to-night.  Indeed  he  could  not  have  thought  it  po(fible 
that  any  Mini(ler  would  have  dared  to  bring  forward  without  notice, 
a  biil  which  tended  to  annihilate  tlie  popular  part  of  the  Qpnftitu- 
tioD  of  England. 

.  Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  (who  came  in  at  the  clofe  of  Mr.  Grey's 
fpecch)  faid,  that  h(?  believed  many  minutes  had  not  elapfed  fince 
he  heard  a  motion  on  another  fuhjedl  difpofed  of;  no  very  great  de- 
lay could  therefore  be  imputed  to  him,  by  his  being  abfcnt  for  fo 
fliort  a  time  ;  but  he  thought  he  was*  warranted  in  charging  a  kind 
of  incivility  and  unfairnefs  to  thofe  gentlemen,  who  wi(hed  to  take 
advantage  of  filch  temporary  abfcncc  to  delay  the  firft  reading  of  the 
bill,  which  he  (liould  have  die  honour  of  introducing  that  day. 
He  had  heard,  as  he  returned  into  the  Uoufe,  an  honourable  gcn- 
-  tleman  talk  of  his  taking  the  Houfe  by  furprife,  and  (ind^g  fault 
that  he  had  not  given  notice  of  his  intention  to  produce  the  bill  on 
that  day.  What  notice,  he  would  afk,  w?s  necdfary  or  ufual -^ 
JLeave  had  been  granted,  and  gentlemen  appointed  to  prepare  and 
bring  in  the  bill;  it  could  not  then  betaking  the  Houfe  by  furprife, 
diat  be  (hould  a6l  in  conformity  to  its  o?,n  refolutiqn  y.  bucfuppofc 
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fuch  nadce  neceflary,  was'Che  intiooxf  of  the  honourable  gentleman 
lb  (hallow  tbat  he  could  not  remember  what  l^e  had  faid  on  the  rao^* 
tknof  Tuefday,  for  a  call  of  the  Houfe  ?    He  had  then  declared^ 
due  hciRrould  not  delay  the  bill  in  any  of  its  ftages  before  the  third 
reading,  for  the  call,  becaufe  the  principle  miglu  be  then  as  well 
diicufTed  as  at  any  of  the  prior  ftages.     He  had  alfo  faid,  that  he 
mould  produce  the  bill  in  a  day  or  two  from  that  time  ;  which,    if 
g.Ddemen  did' not  under ftand  as  a  notice,  they  could  nut  know  what 
anocioewas.     I(  was  Cixiveyed  in  fimple  and  intelligible  terms  ; 
and  yet  gentlemen  thought  proper  to  make  fuch  pretended  want  of 
flodce  the  foundation  of  a  queftion  of  adjournment,  and  alfo  of 
an  intemperate  attack  qn.  hipn  for  taking  the  Houfe  by  furprife  $ 
for  that  vciy  thing  of  which  the  gentlemen  were  guilty  themfelves. 
When  he  had  given  that  general  notice,  he  was  of  opinion  that'  it 
was  nccellaiy  to  expedite  the  bill ;  and  fince  that  time  he  had  feen 
that  rpirit  in  fome  prpceedings,  which  he  thought  made  itifiill  more 
urgent.     The  quedion  then   was,  whether  Minillers  (hould  delay 
t'j  cany  into  e({e<5i  a  falutary  meafure  ;  whether  they  (hould  do  their 
dvty  to  dieir  Sovereign, ,  and  their  Country,  by  reprefling  the  de- 
ilgnof  fadious  and  dt-fperatc  men,  or  permit  them  to  overturn  the 
Monarchy,  and  trample  on  all  the  eftabliflied  forms  of  government, 
Mr.  LAMBTON  faid,  that  in  every  \icw  of  the  fubjed,  he 
was  cf  opinion  that  his  noble  friend  was  juAified  in  bringing  for* 
^^d  his  motion,  becaufe  it  was  not  generally  underdood  that  the 
£rt  reading  of  the  bill  was  to  be  moved  this  day.     It  was  certain- 
!}  ufual  to  give  notice  when  ah  important  bill  was  to  be  brought  in 
iJid  read  a  firft  time ;  however,  in  point  of  -ftridtnefs  of  form,  the 
Miniftcr  was  regular.     But  when  he  told  Ihe  Houfe  that  the  bill 
«as  become  the  more  necelTary  from  recent  tranfa6(ions,  [a  great 
cry  of  hear !  bear !]  Mr.  Lambton  faid  they  (hould  hear.     |ie  knew 
to  what  the  right  honourable  gentleman  alluded  ;  he  alluded  to  an 
attempt  to  convene  the  people  to  oppofe  this  bill.     They  ought  to 
be  convened  to  oppofe  it,  for  it  was  a  bill  which,  if  pafTcd,  would 
^  attended  with  the  diiirudion  of  their  libenies.     The  people, 
nctvithftanding  all  the  threats  of  Miniders,  would   meet,  and 
wuuld  determine  againfl  this  meafure.     He  had  no  doubt  that  the 
ff^i  nnajority  would  (how  their  abhorrence  to  this  bill ;  they  were 
nx  to  be  deterred  by  the  fear  of  being  called  defpcrate  men,  bccau(b 
^  faid  to  their  country meny  '^  Coniider  this  meafure  well,  deli- 
berate upon  it,  look  at  it,  fee  the  efTcdt  of  it.     If  you  think  it  a 
detcftable  meafure,  fay  fo^  petition  the  Kirigand  Parliament,  and 
acn  your  beft  rights.'' 
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Mr.  CUR  WEN  was  of  opinion  alfo,  that  notice  (hofAd  have 
been  .  given  of  an  intention  to  bring  ii|  this  bill  this  day.  He 
thought  die  meafure  ought  not  to  be  harried  through  anjr  of  its  ihgcs, 
until  the  call  (hould  take  place ;  meafures  that  weire  expedient  and 
juftifiable  courted  difcufTion  as  their  beft  fupport.  When  a  bill  was 
to  be  introduced  which  materially  aflfeAed  die  rights  <^  the  people^ 
be  thought  they  ought  to  meet  and  fairly  difcufs  the  meafure  ;  if 
their  rights  were  to  be  furrendered,  they  at  leaft  ought  to  be  parties 
to  it;  if  the  people  (hould  meet^nd  confent  to  flavery,  for  his  part 
he  (hould  not  lament  to  fee  them  bound  in  chains.  He  was  at- 
tached, he  faid,  to  the  interefts  of  gpod  government,  and  he  would 
therefore  wi(h  to  fecure  to  that  government  the  attachment  of  the 
people,  without  which  it  could  not  permanently  fiibiift.  He  would 
therefore  advife  Minifters  not  to  hurry  the  prcfcnt  bill  through  the 
Houfc  with  an  intemperate  and  impolitic  hafte  ;  he  hoped  that  the 
right  honourable  gentlcmarf  would  hot  perfevere  in  his  defign  of 
moving  the  firft  reading  of  the  bill  that  night,  in  the  abfencc  of 
thofe  great  men  to  whofe  talents  the  people  looked  for  the  maintcn- 
aiKe  of  their  liberty  ;  and  when  a  meafuie  was  to  be  difcufled  which 
made  the  exertions  of  thefe  talents  nece(rary  to  the  exigence  of  the 
Coftitution. 

Mr.  COURTENAY  faid,  a  right  honourable  Secretary  had 
fltkted  on  another  night,  that,  if  the  peofde  were  again(t  the  meafure, 
Minifters  would  not  prefs  it  on  the  Houfe,  and  yet  they  would  go 
through  all  the  firft  ftages  of  the  bill  before  they  take  the  colleflivc 
opinion  of  the  people's  rcprefentatives.  The  fame  right  honourable 
gentleman  had  alfo  fa!d,  that  the  bill  was  in  agitation  before  the  late 
attack  on  the  Sovereign  ;  ftill  that  attack  was  made,  by  another 
Minifter,  the  ground  or  rather  the  pretext,  for  introducing  this 
bill ;  a  bill  to  which  he  could  not  give  epithets. (hong  enough  to 
Oiew  his  fcnfe  of  difapprobation.  The  Chancellor  of  the  ExchC' 
quer  had,  it  was  true,  faid  he  would  produce  the  bill  in  a  day  or 
two  ;  but  why  did  he  not  mention  the  day  particularly  ?  He  cer- 
tainly well  knew  the  precife  hour  and  moment  that  he  would  bring 
it  forward^ why  then  (hould  he  not  be  explicit  ?  He  would  tell 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  why ;  becaufe  he  wanted  to  fmugglc 
it  through  the  Houfe  in  the  abfcnce  of  the  moft  di(HngQifhed  mem* 
hers  of  the  opposition.  He  hoped,  however,  that  he  would  not  be 
able  to  fmuggle  it  through  the  kingdom,  thougjh  he  might  dirough 
that  Houfe  ;  but  that  the  indignant  fpirit  of  the  people  would  give 
it  a  fuccefsful  re(iftance.  He. hoped  that  they  would  not  tamely 
fubmit  to  have  their  deareft  rights  invaded  by  the  moft  contemptiblei 
incapable,  and  arbitrary.  Miniftry  that  ever  difgraced  the  countiy. 
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Mr.  Secretary  DUNDAS  wi(hed  that  gentlemen  would,  when 
they  fbtcd  the  precifc  words  of  individual s,  take  care  to  be  corredt, 
and  not  firft  invent  expreflions,  and  from  their  own  inventions  draw 
arguments  and  conclufions.  When  the  call  of  the  Houfc  was  men- 
tioned, he  faid,  *'  it  v;as  his  opinion,  that  unlefs  this  bill  had  the 
uifh  of  the  country  it  ought  not  to  pafs,"  and  therefore  he  fecond- 
ctl  tl'ie  motion  for  the  call  of  the  Houfe. 

Mr.  BRANDLING  profcffed  a^reat  defire  to  protcft  the  Con- 
rhoition  from  any  attempts. whatever  to  overturn  it.  But  he  had 
dlK)  a  defrrc  that  no  unncceffary  reftraints  (hould  be  laid  on  the  peo- 
ple. He  thought  that  great  care  ought  to  be  taken  to  examine 
tc  provilions  of  the  bill,  and  to  fee  that  they  contain  nothing 
hofnic  to  the  intcreft  of  the  people.  But  he  was  convinced  the  evil 
complained  of  did  exid  to  an  alarming  extent,  and  required  a  fpeedy 
»vd  ftronjj  remedy. 

Mr.  DUNCOMBE  faid,  he  was  in  the  Houfe  when  this  fub- 
jM  was  brought  forward.  It  was  now  propofcd  that  the  bill  be 
brought  in  ;  he  fliould  not  oppofe  that.  But  he  wanted  to  know 
v.hcn  the  principle  of  the  bill  was  to  be  chiefly  difculTed.  Was 
rh-  call  of  the  Houfe  to  take  place  before  the  fccond  reading  of  the 
bill  r  He  wii}»cd  for  information  from  the  Minifter  on  that  point, 
bccaufe  that  might  determine  him. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  he  (hould  propofe  that  the  bill 
be  now.  brought  up,  and  that  it  (hould  proceed  through  all  its  ftages 
up  to  the  third  reading,  but  that  the  third  (hould  not  take  place  un- 
til after  the  call  of  the  Houfe.  He  (hould,  after  the  fir(t  reading, 
move  that  the  bill  be  printed,  and  propofe  the  fecond  reading  oh , 
Tucfday  next.    * 

General  MXEOD  faid,  that  he  (hould  vote  for  the  queftionof 
idjoumment ;  and  that  he  (hould  be  \cry  forry  if  it  (hould  not  be 
carried  \  becaufe  every  ftep  of  precipitancy  which  Minifters  took  in 
iHi  flagitious  meafure,  tcnd^l  to  (hew  the  people  what  fort  of  a 
thiif  it  was,  and  to  (hew  that  Minitiers  were  afhamed  of  it. 

The  queftion  of  adjournment  was  then  put  and  negatived. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  then  brought  up  the  bill,  the  title  being 
read,  and  the  queftion  put,  <'  That  this  bill  be  now  read  a  firft 

Mr.  LAMBTON  rofe.  It  was  not,  he  faid,  his  intention  to 
<ldBte  at  lai]ge  upon  die  principles  of  the  billon  that  day  ;  but  he 
could  not  help  making  a  few  obfervations,  even  in  that  early  ftage. 
Aa  honourable  Alderman  had^on  a  former  night  aflerted,  that  there 
*w  a  ihong  connc^on  between  the  meeting  at  Copenhagen  Houfe, 
^  the  attack  on  hb  Majefly  ;  if  there  was  fuch  a  connexion  he 
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eould  not  trace  it ;  nor  ihould  a  daring  meafarc,  like  the  prefent,  be 
founded  upon  fuch  loofc  inferences  and  opinions.  When  Miniftcrs 
had  fufpended  the  Habeas  Corpus  A&,  .they  had,  as  the  grounds 
for  fuch  a  meafure,  come  down  with  papers  and  extracts,  which 
they  appointed  a  Secret  Committee  to  inrpcft  and  report  on  ;  on 
this  report  they  laid  the  foundation  for  the  fnfpenfion  of  the  liberties 
of  Englifhmcn.  T4iis,  if  not  a  good  foundation,  was  at  Icaft  a 
colour  of  pretences  ;  but  now  they  had  not  even  tlie  decency  to  do 
that  ;  there  was  not  the  leaft  (liadow  of  proof  or  evidence  before  the 
Houfe,  that  any  fuch  meafure  was  ncceffary,  or  even  advifeablc. 
They  had,  indeed,  recourfe  to  the  favourite  plan  of  bold  hypo- 
thefis  and  unproved  aflfertions.  There  w^s  nothing  now  by  way  of 
evidence,  of  the  exiftcncc  of  any  plot,  but  the  proclamation.  Thi» 
was  tlie  work  of  Minifters,  who  came  to  that  Houfe  with  it,  and 
£sdd,  "  it  is  our  will  that  you  believe  every  word  of  it." 

Sicvolo^  ficjubeo,  flat  pro  ratione  voluntas. 

Mr.  CANNING  fuppbrted  the  motion  for  reading  the  bill. 
He  was  of  opinion  there  was  an  intimate  connexion  between  tl\e 
proceedings  at  Copenhagen  Houfe,  and  the  outrage  which  followed. 
An  attempt  had  been  made  againft  the  King,  and  a  do6trinc  was 
preached  on  the  pradicc  of  **  King  killing."  The  do6trine  was 
preached,  and  the  attempt  was  made. 

Mr.  STANLEY  faid,  he  could  not  hear  this  without  calling  to 
order. — A  meeting  was  held,  and  the  do<3^rine  of  King  killing 
preached  at  it.— This  was  diforderly  ;  could  the  Houfe  hear  of 
iuch  preaching  ? 

The  SPEAKER  faid,  he  fubmitted  to  the  Houfe  whether  the 
honourable  rfiembcr  had  tranfgrclTcd  any  rules,  when  he  was  called 
to  order  ?      Had  he  thought  fo,  he  (hould  have  called  him  to  order. 

Mr.  CANNING  then  proceeded.  He  faid  tloat  his  ai^gumcnt 
was  fimply  this :  an  attempt  had  been  made  of  a  heinous  nature. 
It  was  made  at  the  time  when  the  dodtrine  was  held  forth,  and  yet 
fome  gentlemen  would  ftill  fay,  that  the  dodlrine  and  the  faft  have 
no  connection..  The  Ilpufc  had  agreed  that  a  bill  fhould  be 
brought  in,  and  yet  fome  geutlcmen  would  have  them  pcrfeverein 
their  ignorance  of  its  contents. 

,  Mr.  LAMBTON  faid,  he  had  heard  fome  perfons  .talk  of  hand 
bills,  in  which  the  dodrine  of  King  killing  was  inculcated.  He 
never  faw  any  fuch  hand  bill,  and  he  did  not  believe  there  was  any 
foundation  for  charging  it  to  thofe  who  compofed  that  meeting. 

Lord  WILLIAM  RUSSELL  adverted  alfo  to  the  hand  bll, 
Vv'hich  had  been  faid  to  contain  the  docliinc  06 King  killing,  and 
declared  upon  his  honour,  he  had  never  before  this* time  heard  of 
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it.  He  did  not  believe  it,  however ;  if  fuch  a  hind  bill  had  really 
been  diftrihuted,  he  w6uld  aflc  whether  there  were  not  laws  enough 
in  force  to  puni(h  thofe  who  had  been  guilty  ?  He  thought  there 
nuift  be  law  againfl  treaibn. 

Mr.  SHERI  DAN  faid>  that  the  honourable  gentleman  who  aigued 
f>  logically  on  this  pretended  connexion,  had  by  no  means  convinced 
b's  mind  that  it  was  to  be  traced  ;  the  conne£^ion  which  he  had 
to  look  for  on  the  occafion,  was  one  of  which  he  had  alfo  a  doubt, 
he  meant  the  connection  between  the  honourable  gentleman's  affcr- 
tions  and  the  fad,  when  he  faid  that  the  meeting  preached  up  the 
(iodrine  of  King  killing.     That  fome  fcandalous  hand  bills  might 
bvc  been  circulated,  he  did  not  doubt ;  but  he  believed  they  were 
manufadured  and  fabricated  by  the  fptes  and  informers  of  gpvern* 
rocnt.     In  this  conjcAure,  he  was  juHified  by  the  former  pradlices 
of  Mintflcrs^  proved  in  the  face  of  the  country.     Did  it  not  appear 
by  the  confeilion  of  the  wretches  themfelves  on  the  State  Trials, 
th2£  in  public  meetings  they  had  been  clamorous  and  indecent ;  that 
tb^y  had  purpofely  ufed  the  moft  feditious  expre^Tions,  and  tins  they 
accounted  for  by  faying  that  they  did  fo  that  their  real  views  in  at- 
tirnding  thefe  meetings  (hould  not  be  fufpetfted.     Thus  it  appeared 
that  the  only  perfons  traitorous  and  feditious  were  thofe  who  were 
<iaily  paid  by  His  Majefty's  Minifters.     Was  not  there  the  (Irong- 
e^  probability  that  the  writers  of  thefe  hand  bills  were  paid  and 
fupported  by  the  Treafury  ?     He  had  read  in  the  newfpapers  the 
pxcedings  of  that  meeting,  and  he  did  not  think  they  were  either 
trainable  or  feditious  ;  if  they  were,  the  exifting  laws  were  fufE- 
cicnt  to  punilh  the  perfons  guilty  ;  and  they  ought  to  be  puniihed* 
Woold  Minifters  pretend,  that  if  feditious  or  treafonable  fpeeches 
were  uttered,  they  could  not  have  procured  evidence-  that  would 
have  brought  the  diarges  home  to  attach  on  the  individuals  who 
bad  uttered  them  i     Xhe  meeting  was  neither  in  a  private  room 
oor  inacceflible  ;  and   would  Miniders  have  the  front  to  pretend 
^  they  had  nor  fpies  by  thefe  pulpits,  to  hear  and  faithfully  to 
Rcoid  what  pafled  r     If  fedition  was  there  preached,  Miniilers  in-* 
cuned  the  charge  of  fupinenefs  and  criminal  negle£l  in  ru>t  bringing 
the  offenders  to  juftice.     Their  not  makir^  any  fuch  attempt  wa« 
a  convincing  proof  to  him,  that  the  fpecches  had  nothing  of  trea- 
^  or  (edition  in  them.     In  order  that  the  Houfe  might  be  ac- 
quainted with  the  adual  ilate  of  the  country,  Mr.  Sheridan  then 
pve  notice  that  he  would  on  Monday  next  move  for  a  Committee 
^  inquire  into  the  neceiTity  of  fuch  a  meafure,  ar)d  whether  this 
^  of  fedition  did  or  did  not  exift.     This  he  thought  it  his  duty 
f>  Jo,  on  account  of  the  manner  in  which  Miniften  had  trcate4 
VouXLIII.  X 
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the  fubjed.— -They  had  in  the  King's  fpeech  aflerted  that  almoftall 
difcontent  was  put  an  end  to>  and  now  they  alleged  it  was  fo  great 
as  to  make  neceflary  more  rigoipus  meafures  than  stny  that  have 
been  propofed  lince  the  revolution.  He  believed  indeed,  that 
Minifters  endeavoured  to  impofe  on  the  public  in  this,  as  they  had 
done  on  a  former  occafion. 

Mr:  M.  ROBINSON  thought  that  the  ihfult  to  His  Majcfty, 
on  the  day  of  his  meeting  the  Parliament,  would  not  have  happen- 
ed, had  the  officers  on  duty  taken  care  to  have  provided  a  (lifScient 
number  of  guards.  He  called  upon  the  Houfe  to  4>aufe,  and 
ferioufly  to  think  of  the  (lep  they  were  nbw  about  to  take.— The 
reign  of  the  Houfe  of  Brunfwick  had  been  attended  with  many 
aufpicious  circumflances  to  this  country ;  and  forry  (hould  he  be  by 
any  proceeding  of  Parliament,  to  give  a  colour  to  the  afped  of  the 
reign  of  diis  Houfe,  quite  difTerent  fibm  that  in  which  it  had  been 
ufual  to  behold  it.  He  feared  that  if  this  bill  were  pufhcd  throu^i 
the  Houfe,  that  inAead  of  confirming  the  liberties  of  their  countr}) 
they  would  be  chargeable  with  giving  to  their  country,  not  only  a 
wound,  but  alfo  a  death-blow. 

Mr.  CUR  WEN  afked,  if  fuch  pamphlets  and  hand  bills  had 
been  circulated,  as  had  been  alluded  to  in  this  debate,  what  have 
Miniftcrs  been  doing  not  to  punifh  the  authors  or  publifhers  of 
them  ?  He  declared,  that  he  had  all  along  difapproved  of  thefc  public 
meetings  ;  not  only  becaufe  they  endangered  the  Conftitution,  but 
laid  the  foundation  for  the  violent  meafures  which  had  been  adopted 
by  the  right  honourable  gentleman  and  his  colleagues.  For  my 
own  part,  added  Mr.  Curwcn,  I  value  the  Conftitiition  of  my 
country,  and  wifli  to  prcfcrve  it ;  but  in  order  to  render  it  worth 
the  prefervrng,  it  is  neceflary  that  it  be  poifefled.  I  wi(h  to  know 
whether  ^ny  fuch  ^neafure  as  this  has  been  attempted  to  be  brought 
forward  by  any  Miniftcr  of  this  country,  even  in  the  moft  dangerou< 
times,  from  the  period  of  the  Revolution  down  to  the  prefent  pe- 
riod ?  At  a  time  when  this  country  was  threatened  with  a  foreign 
-invafion,  and  many  perfonsof  rank  and  opulence  were  favourable 
to  the  prctenfiods  of  a  pretender  to  the  throne,  even  then  the  Houfe 
would  unanimoudy  have  refufed  their  concurrence  to  fuch  a  bill* 
had  it  been  attempted  to  be  introduced.  He  called  upon  gentlemen 
learned  in  tlie  law  to  declare,  whether,  as  the  law  now  (bnds,  ir 
is  liot  the  duty  of  the  Magiftrate  to  difperfe  Unlawful  and  feditious 
aflemblies,  and  whether  he  is  not  in  veiled  with  fufficient  authority 
fo  to  do.  The  fentiments  c^  the  people  at  laigc  ought  ever  to  be 
regarded  in  this  Houfe ;  and  circumflanccs  have  occurred,  when 
'their  voice  has  been  fo  powerfully  made  kriown  as  to  oblige  this 
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Hude  to  retrace  its  ftq^,  and  teach^  it  that  it  dare  not  go  contrary 
ro  the  wilhes  and  opinions  of  the  people.  Whilft  attempting  to 
(hackle  the  liberties  of  the  people,  let  us  look  at  home ;  and  per- 
haps the  bed  way  of  preventing  the  ebulitions  of  their  difcontent, 
n  ill  be  to  make  a  radical  reform  of  ourfclve?.  He  hoped  the  right 
hoooorablc  gentleman  would  not  oppofe  the  going  into  a  Committee 
on  Monday  noct,  as  it  would  be  material  that  .the  Houfe  (hould 
know  the  adual  (bite  of  the  cotmtry. 

Aldcmun  LUSHINGTON  faid,  that  he  was  abfent  when  his 
rxpreflions  of  a  former  night  were  alluded  to.     He  confefled  he 
t'tought  there  was  the  moft  obvious  connection  between  thefe  in* 
flimmatory  difcourfes  and  the  late  atrocious  and  daftardly  attempt 
on  His  Majefty's  life.     Before  the  year  1792,    he  had  been  a 
Member  of  a  club  which  aflbciated  for  the  purpofe  of  parliamentary 
reform  ;   but  in  November  in  that  year,  he  withdrew  from  it,  be- 
caufe  be  (aw,  with  pain,  many  aflbciations,  whofe  views  were  not 
merely  to  ctkA  a  parliamentary  reform,   but  radically  to  Veftroy 
the  three  branches  of  the  Conflitution.     He  thckight  it  better  to  de- 
fift  from  a  purpofe,  (to  be  cherifhcd,  no  doubt,'  in  peaceable  times) 
than  by  perfifdng  to  endanger  more  important  interefts.     He  had, 
he  confeiTed,  (lated  this  circumftance  to  the  city  of  London  when  he 
firft  had  the  honour  to  propofe  himfclf  as  a  candidate  to  reprefent 
them  in  Parliament.     He  was  Aill  in  a  predicament  of  the  fame 
nature,  for  he  was  contented  to  make  a  temporary  and  partial  fa- 
crifice  of  the  peoples'  rights,  for  the  fupport  and  cxi(tence  of  the 
whole.     That  danger  moft  imminent,  and  mod  obvious,  did-  ex- 
ill  at  prefent,  was  his  opinion ;  and  not  his  alone,  but  the  opinion 
of  moft  men.     He  had  a  numerous  body  of  condituents,  and  he 
would  vouch  for  it,  that  it  was  their  opinion,  nay,  he  would  under- 
take to  date,   that  it  was  the  opinion  of  a*  much  larger  body  of 
people — the  citi^ns  at  large  of  the  city  of  London*— that  the  evil 
didexift,  and  that  fomething  ought  to  be  done  which  might  remedy 
the  evil,  ever  preferving  a  tender  regard  for  the  permanent  freedom 
of  die  State.     He  did  not  wi(h,  he  muft  confcfs,  that  the  limita- 
tion (hould  be  extended  to  the  length  propofed  by  the  bill ;  he  did 
not  (be  the  neceflity  of  its  continuance  during  the  life  of  His  Ma- 
jclly  ;  it  (hould  be  afi  annual  bill,  renewed  as  the  circum(hinces  of  . 
the  times  may  demand,  but  never  to  exift  without  a  pofitive  necef- 
fity. 

(jeneral  SMITH  fubmitted,  that  it  would  be  proper  to  ha^(  the 
bill  read,  .and  widbed  to  know  whether  it  was  regular  to  oppoed  the 
piiodple  of  a  bill,  until  tlie  Houfe  had  been  made  acquainted  with 
iti  contents. 

X  a 
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Mr.  GREY  rofe  to  explain  how  it  was  regular  to  debate  before 
the  firft  reading,  when 

The  SPEAKER  faid,  that  it  was  ftriftly  in  order,  though  not 
in  very  common  praflicc,  for  gentlemen  to  debate  upon  the  prin- 
ciple of  a  bill  before  it  was  read  a  firft  time. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  it  was  competent  to  gentlemen 
to  debate  upon  the  principles  after  hearing  the  title  of  the  bill,  or 
the  general  opening ;  but  in  point  of  regularity  it  was  the  moft  prac- 
tical way  of  difcuffing  a  meafure  to  permit  the  firft  reading  of  the 
bill,  from  which  might  be  collected  a  general  knowledge  of  its  con- 
tents, and  then  if  gentlemen  wifhed  to  oppofe  the  principle,  ta  de- 
bate on  the  queftion  for  the  fecond  reading,  which  was  put  innnie- 
diately  afterwards;  but  in  his  mind  the  beft'and  moft  efFcitual  way 
would  be  to  wait  until  the  day  of  the  fecond  reading,  when  gentle- 
men would  have  had  time,  affer  the  printing  of  the  bHl,  to  make 
their  objeflions  on  a  minute  infpetSlion  and  inveftigation  of  its  pre- 
amble and  contents. 

Mr.  GREY  entered  a  moft  fulemn  prcteft,  both  againft  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  bill,  and  the  mode  of  bringing  it  into  Patliamcnt.     No 
potice  had  been  given  of  the  intention  of  Minifters  to  introduce  it 
this  evening,    in  confequcnce  of  which  he  obferved  many  of  his 
friends  to  be  abfent,  wlio,  if  they  had  been  aware  of  the  intention, 
would  have  been  attending  in  their  places,  to  have  met  it  with  the 
firmeft  and  moft  decided  oppofition.     One  of  the  grounds  on  which 
the  bill  was  defended,  fcemed  to  him  to  furnifli  an  additional  argij- 
mcnt  for  delav,  namclv,  the  relation  which  was  faid  to  fubfift  be- 
tween  the  outrage  agninft  the  Sovereign,  aryi  the  meetin;;  at  Copen- 
hagen Houfe  ;  as  they  might  be  enabled  to  judge  from  the  proceed- 
ings of  this  day,  at  that  place,  (where  he  underftood  there  was  a 
great  multitude  afiemblcd)  what  were  their  real  fentiments  and  in- 
tentions.    No  man  in  the  Houfe  had  a  more  utter  abhorrence  at 
the  flagitious  afl:  which  was  committed  againft  the  Sovereign  than  he 
had  ;  but  from  all  die  evidence  which  had  been  taken,  and  all  the 
information  that  he  had  been  able  to  coUefl,   he  firmly  bdicved, 
upon  his  honour  and  confcience,  that  there  was  no  regular  defign, 
nor  even  a  direct  attempt  upon  the  life  of  the  King.     He  xwould 
not  be  underftood  however,  as  infinuating,  d>at  the  adtion  on  that 
account,  was  the  lefs  worthy  of  being  puniftied.     A  man  who  does 
an  a£lion  which  may  induce  a  confequcnce  terminating  in  the  death 
of  the  King,  was  to  all  intents  and  purpofes,  by  the  law  of  Eng- 
land, guilty  of  high  treafon;  and  whoever  was  the  perpetrator  of 
the  outrage  to  which  he  alluded,  or  whatever  may  have  been  his 
views  in  committing  it,  he  earneftly  hoped  hp  would  be  brought  to 
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puniflinicnt.     At  the  fame  time,  he  would  not  wifh  it  tr^  go  abroad 
dm  any  man  had  harboured  fuch  a  black  and  malignant  defign  in 
his  bread  as  to  affaflinate  the  Soverdgn.     7  hey  had  heard  much  of 
the  inflammatory  and  fcdttious  proceedings  at  Copenhagen  Houfe ; 
and,  among  other  circumftances  of  enormity,  one- gentleman  had 
enumerated  the  circulation  of  hand>bills  about  King-killing.     For 
his  own  part  he  never  had  feen,  nor  ever  before  heard  of  any  fuch 
hand  bill.      But  allowing  that  it  was  fo,  were  not  the  eidding  laws 
fjtBcient  to  puniHi  the  publiihcrs  of  fuch  hand  bills;  and  if  Magif- 
tiates  have  been  fo  rcmifs  as  not  to  inforce  the  laws,  was  this  a  good 
rcafcHi  why  all  the  people  of  the  kingdom  fliould  be  robbed  of  their 
jml  rights  and  dcared  privileges  ?     He  firmly  believed,  that  the 
ojtrage  againd  the  Sovereign  originated  in  the  fyilcm  which  Mini* 
fters  fiwne  years  ago  commenced,  and  which  they  ftill  perfifted  to 
cKourage.      He  could  not  qpnccive  that  any  man  who  had  a  malig- 
nant intention  againft  His  Majcfty,  would  have  tal^en  that  mode  of 
manifeOing  it.     But  he  could  eafily  conceive,  that  minifterial  fpies, 
or  as  they  had  been  ililed  this  evening,  in  more  faihiunable  terroSy 
the  reporters  of  Government,    had  an  intereft  in  exciting  fuch 
ahrms ;  and  that  in  order  to  render  themfelves  more  acceptable  to 
their  employers  they  might  perfuadc  fome  deluded  perfons  to  commit 
an  outrage,   for  which  the)'  would  afterwards  be  inilrumental  in 
bringing  them  to  juftice.     Of  tricks  of  this  nature,  they  had  fre- 
quent fpecimens  duric^  tlie  trials  of  the  acquitted  felons,  as  they 
had  been  very  conftitutionally  called.     Then  it  appeared  that  the 
ipies  themfelve»had  been  moft  feditious  in  their  condu6^,  and  moft 
aflivc  in  infKgating  others  to  follow  their  example.     And  who  was 
the  fufierer  in  Edinburgh  r  Was  it  not  one  of  their  own  hired  fpies 
whom  diey  hanged,  fur  want  of  fome  other,  pcrfon  on  whom  to 
wreak  their  malice  ?     He  heard  no  evidence  of  any  regular  mali- 
dous  defign  againd  His  Majefty  ;  and  till  fatisfa£Vory  evidence  was 
produced,  he  would  not  join  in  a  libel  againft  the  Engli(h  character, 
nor  would  he  fubmit  to  have  Englifh  liberty  torn  up  by  the  roots. 
But  thot^h  he  could  fee  no  conne£lion  between  the  proceedings  of 
the  Correfponding  Societies,  and  an  attempt  to  affaflinate  the  King, 
it  required  no  deep  degree  of  penetration  to  perceive  the  connexion 
between  the  meafures  of  an  unfortunate^  incapable,  and  wicked 
Adminiftration,  and  the  outrage  with  which  they  had  been  recently 
ihock^.     By  the  mifconduS  of  their  rulers,  the  people  of  this  king- 
dom were  delivered  over  as  a  prey  to  the  greateft  of  national  evils. 
Oppiefled.with  (axes,  and  threatened  with  fiimine,  they  were  dri- 
ven 10  a  pitch  of  dcfpair,  in  which  the  power  of  complaining  was 
thdr  only  remaining  refource :  and  iiow  eren  this  privilege  was  to 


isl     .  PARLIAMENTARY  [Commons. 

he  cruelly  fnatched  from  ditm  ;  their  mouths  were  to  be  Ihut,  and  ' 
their  fpirlt  enisled  with  a  rod  of  iron.     He  pledged  himfelf,   un- | 
dcr  thefe  convi£tions,  to  o\)pok  the  bill  in  the  Houfc,  and  out  of 
the  Houfc,  to  the  iitmoft  extent  of  his  infiuencf  and  power.      He 
would  exert  himrdf  to  make  the  people  raifc  their  voice  againft    it 
in  every  quarter  of  the  iiingdom,  and  lo  excite  them  to  rcmonflrancc, 
petition,  and  even  1^1  means  of  refilling  fuch  a  daring  infringe- 
ment of  their  tights :   and  in  doing  fo  he  would  conlidcr  himfclf  as 
performing  his  duty  to  the  nation,  and  to  the  ConfKtuiion.      The 
necdTity  of  vigorous  mcafures  was  pleaded  as  an  irreliiliblc  at^u- 
mcnt  in  fupport  of  the  bill.-    In  reply  to  all  fuch  arguments,    he 
afked,  if  the  laws  which  had  been  found  fuiEcient  for  the  pn>tei5tii>n 
of  the  Soverrifin  in  pall  times,  were  nut  fulHcient  in  the  prcfcnt  ? 
Did  not  the  fame  law  of  treafon  which  now  cxills,  protefl  the  ptr- 
fon  of  King  William,    when  tltc  nation  was  torn  with  inteftinc 
broils,   and  when  a  ftrong  party  in  the  kingdom  were  combined 
againfl  his  life ;  and  was  not  the  life  of  King  William  as  prcciuus 
to  the  country  then  as  the  life  of  George  the  Third  is  predous  nuw, 
important  even  as  it  may  be?     What,  then,  was  therein  the  prc- 
fent  crifis,  which  rendered  it  unfafe  to  commit  the  perfonal  fccuri(y 
of  the  Sovereign  to  a  law,   which  never  has  been  found  infufficicm 
for  its  protc<£lion,  even  in  the  time  of  two  aflual  rebellions  r    Be- 
fore he  fat  down,  he  could  not  but  protcfl  againd  (he  mode  (^})tt>- 
ccdure  which  the  Miniver  liad  adopted.     He  alTented  to  the  call  of 
the  Houfe;  but  inftcad  of  giving  the  members  an  opportunity  of 
delivering  their  ftntimcnis  upon  the  various  particulars  of  the  bill, 
he  was  endeavouring  to  carry  it  through  every  ftage  but  the  iaft,    be- 
fore he  deigned  to  aflc  tlicir  opinion.      Such  condutfl  he  conlidcrcd 
a£  an  evidence  tiC bad  delign,  and  as  impertinent  mockery,  rather 
than  of  the  proper  rcfpeiS  due  from  a  MinlAcr  of  the  Crown  to  a 
Britifh  Houfe  of  Commons. 
Mr.  DUNCOMBE  faid,  he  oonfidered  a  bill  like  the  prcfent,  that 
n  of  political  fnbjefti,  of  die  Iaft 
an  any  that  had  been  introduced 
:>n.     But  when  he  mentioned  the 
■vc,  that  if  a  bill  of  that  tendency 
te  had  been  no  revulution.     We 
dcr  the  defpotifm  of  the  Houfe  of 
with  horror  the  behaviour  of  (be 
y  of  the  fefTion ;  he  regarded  that 
[.generous  Englilh  charjfter,  that 
'  outrage.     He  wifhed  to  fee  the 
otcAod  ;  but  there  was  anoJi«r 
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part  of  It  diat  deferved  no  lefs  attention,  namely,  the  Democi*aticah 
The  1^1  and  democratical  parts  were  equally  eflential  to  its  per- 
fecKon.  He  had  heard  of  meetings,  that  had  given  him  much  con- 
cern, as  it  was  intimated  to  him,  that  vbry  deteftable  dodlrines  were 
broached  there :  but  if  thofe  prefcnt,  had  been  guilty  of  any  excefs, 
were  they  not  amenable  to  the  laws  ?  If  the  exilVmg  laws  were  not 
diou^  fuffident,  he  would  willingly  confent  to  other  laws ;— to 
any  laws  that  wounded  not  the  vital  principles  of  the  Conftttution. 
He  thot^hc  the  free  difcuflion  of  political  fubje(^s  was  one  of  thofe 
principles.  He  wilhed  not,  to  engraft  upon  that  love  we  feel  for 
the  Sovereign  —  on  that  fentiment  in  which  fo  decided  a  majority 
of  the  people,  were  united — a  meafure  that  crippled  the  freedom  of 
political  dtfcufCon.  The  Minifter,  whom  he  had  long  fupported, 
vcxild  not  wi(h  to  difcredit  popular  meetings ;  for  in  addition  to  his 
ovn  merit,  he  was  confiderably  recommended  to  His  MajeAy's  fa- 
vour by  the  opinion  the  people  had  expreflfed  of  him  ;  and  he  was 
confident  that  he  would  not  kick  down  the  ladder, — the  Conftitu- 
tional  ladder,  by  which  he  had  mounted  to  eminence  and  didinflion. 
He  could  not  approve  of  the  bill  in  its  prefent  form,  as  he  liked 
not  to  break  down  thofe  outworks  of  our  Conftitudon,  thofe  bar- 
riers of  freedom  which  our  anceftors  had  ever  refpedted.  He  would 
not,  however,  objedl  to  the  firft  reading  of  the  bill,  that  he  migtit 
judge  farther  of  its  nature  and  extent. 

Mr.  WILBERFORCE  faid,  dia^t  he  felt  the  utmoft  regret  up- 
on  the  prefent  occafion  to  find  himfelf  under  the  neceflity  of  differ- 
ing with  his  honourable  friend  (Mr.  Duncombe),  with  n^om,  up- 
on every  conftitutional  queftion,  he  had  formerly  cnjoy(^  the  hap- 
pinefs  to  agree.  He  was  fure,  however,  that  the  fentiments  his 
honourable  friend  had  expteffed  were  dictated  by  his  total  mifcon- 
cepdon  of  the  bill.  He  was  forry  that,  when  notice  of  it  firft  was- 
^ven,  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  not  gone  at  greater 
length  into  the  nature  of  it,  to  prevent  any  miftake  or  mifrepre- 
ientation  of  its  contents ;  a  precaution  which,  he  was  now  tlie  more 
convinced,  was  extremely  necei&ry.  When  his  honourable  friend 
talked  of  the  bars  and  mounds  erc«Sted  round  to  prote£l  what  he 
juiUy  (tiled  the  palladium  of  Britiih  liberty,  being  overthrown,  he 
was  not  aware  that  this  very  bill  raifed  new  baftions  for  its  fccurity, 
and  firengthened,  not  iircakcned,  the  bulwarks  by  which  it  wa» 
<iefended.  There  was  nothing  contained  in  it  that,  in  his  appre- 
bcnfioo,  touched  on  the  eflendal  right  of  the  Conilitution.  It 
abidtfliod  none  of  the  privileges  which  Englifhmen  could  legally 
CTcicife.  The  right  of  holding  popular  aflemblies  and  of  difcuffing 
piibttc  afiatrsj  was  prefcrved  by  this  bill  to  every  extent  which  ought 
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Mr.  CUR  WEN  was  of  opinion  alfo,  that  notice  (lu^d  have 
been  given  of  an  intention  to  bring  in  this  bill  this  day.  He 
thought  die  meafure  ought  not  to  be  hurried  through  anjr  of  its  ftagesi 
until  the  call  fhould  take  place ;  meafures  that  were  expedient  and 
juitifiable  courted  difcuflion  as  their  beft  fupport.  When  a  bOl  was 
to  be  introduced  which  materially  afie£)cd  the  rights  cf  the  people, 
be  thought  they  ought  to  meet  and  fairly  difcufs  Che  meafure  ;  if 
their  rights  were  to  be  furrcndered,  they  at  leaft  ought  to  be  parties 
to  it;  if  the  people  fliould  meet^nd  confent  to  flavery,  for  his  part 
he  (hould  not  lament  to  fee  them  bound  in  chains.  He  was  at- 
tached, he  faid,  to  the  interefts  of  goodgpvernment,  and  he  would 
therefore  wi(h  to  fecure  to  that  government  the  attachment  of  dK 
people,  without  which  it  could  not  permanently  fubfift.  He  would 
therefore  advife  Minifters  not  to  hurry  the  prefent  bill  through  die 
Houfc  with  an  intemperate  and  impolitic  hafte  ;  he  hoped  that  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  would  hot  perfevere  in  his  de%n  of 
moving  the  firft  reading  of  the  bill  that  night,  in  the  abfence  of 
thofe  great  men  to  whofe  talents  the  people  looked  for  the  mainten- 
ance of  their  liberty ;  and  when  a  meafure  was  to  be  diicufled  which 
made  the  exertions  of  thefe  talents  neceifaiy  to  the  exiflence  of  the 
Coftitution. 

Mr.  COURTENAY  &id,  a  right  honourable  Secretary  had 
fbtcd  on  another  night,  that,  if  the  people  were  againft  the  meafure, 
Minifters  would  not  prefs  it  on  the  Houfe,  and  yet  they  would  go 
through  all  the  firft  ftages  of  the  bill  before  they  take  the  cdleflivc 
opinion  of  the  people's  reprefentatives.  The  fame  right  honourable 
gentleman  had  alfo  fald,  that  the  bill  was  in  agitation  before  the  late 
attack  on  the  Sovereign  ;  ftill  that  attack  was  made,  by  another 
Minifter,  the  ground  or  rather  the  pretext,  for  introducing  this 
bill ;  a  bill  to  which  he  could  not  give  epithets. ftrong  enough  to 
^ew  his  fcnfe  of  difapprobation.  The  Chancellor  of  the  ExchC' 
quer  had,  it  was  true,  faid  he  would  produce  the  bill  in  a  day  or 
two  ;  but  why  did  he  not  mention  the  day  particularly  ?  He  cer- 
tainly well  knew  the  precifc  hour  and  moment  that  he  would  bring 
it  forward — why  then  (hould  he  not  be  explicit  ?  He  would  tell 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  why ;  becaufe  he  wanted  to  fmuggle 
it  through  the  Houfe  in  the  abfence  of  the  moft  diftinguifhed  mem- 
bers of  the  oppoiition.  He  hoped,  however,  that  he  would  not  be 
able  to  fmuggle  it  through  the  kingdom,  though  he  might  diroi^h 
that  Houfe  \  but  that  the  indignant  fpirit  of  the  people  would  give 
it  a  fuccefsful  refiftance.  He  hoped  that  they  would  not  tamely 
fubmit  to  have  their  deareft  rights  invaded  by  the  moft  contemptible, 
incapable,  and  arbitrary  Minlftry  that  ever  difgraced  the  countiy. 


Kov.  12.1  DEBATES.  153 

tent.  Without  Ac  fear  of  cither  being  thought  vain  or  an  egotift, 
he  would  remind  the  Houfe  of  an  eKpreflion  he  made  ufe  of  in 
December,  1792,  when  his  right  honourable  friend  Mr,  Fox 
brought  forward  a  motion  for  ncgociation.  He  then  obferved,  after 
\'icwing  the  profpcrous  and  thriving  fituation  of  the  country,  that  if 
it  was  precipitated  Into  war  on  that  occafion,  the  ^'  eventful  fceile 
would  end  in  anarchy  or  defpotifm."  We  are  now  approaching  to 
that  crifis  ;  for  what  can  be  expc6led  from  the  iflue  of  the  prefent 
contcft  in  which  our  force  has  been  dimini(hed,  our  provifions  con- 
fumcdy  and  our  treafures  fquandered  beyond  all  parallel  ?  Canjt 
be  expeded  that  ladsfa6lion  is  to  fmile  in  every  countenance,  when 
fiminc  flares  at  every  door  ?  No  ;  the  people  feel  their  calamities, 
znd  the  Sovereign  partakes  of  the  odium  which  ought  to  fall  only 
upon  his  counfellors.  At  the  beginning  of  the  war,  owing  to  the 
tricks,  artifices,  and  eloquence  of  Minlfters  and  alarmifts,  he  was  - 
received  with  univerfal  (houts  of  acclamation ;  now  the  complaints 
of  the  people  are  uttered  in  hides  and  groans.  For  his  own  part, 
he  dctcftedthe  man  who  threw  the  flone  at  the  King,  and  thought 
him  as  great  an  enemy  'to  his  country  as  any  oi  His  Majclty's 
Mtniflers,  for  he  was  confcious  of  as  much  loyalty  of  fentiment  as 
ever  animated  the  bread  of  any  mortal ;  but  expreffions  of  difloyalty 
were  only  what  he  expedled  from  the  meafures  which  his  Minlfters 
were  purfuing.  In  their  late  proceedings  he  had  obferved  a  deeper 
fhare  of  hypocrify  than  ever  he  had  witnefled  before.  In  the  fpeech 
firom  the  throne,  they  were  told  there  was  an  almoft  univerfal  fpirit 
of  order  and  fubmiflion  to  the  laws,  and  the  fpeech,  after  the  out- 
nge  had  happened,  was  echoed  back  in  the  addrefs  ;  and  in  four* 
teen  days,  one  little  fortnight,  a  bill  was  brought  into  Parliament, 
prctencfing  to  have  been  fuggefted  by  the  reftleffnefs  of  the  people, 
and  the  general  rage  for  innovation.  Oh,  diflimulation  and  hypo- 
cricy  monftrous  and  unparalleled !  The  honourable  gentleman 
concluded,  with  advening  to  the  mode  of  introducing  the  bill  for 
difcuilion,  which  he  confidercd  as  extremely  ungenerous  and  un- 
fair. 

General  SMITH  faid,  he  would  rcfcrve  himfelf  for  the  fecond 
reading,  though  he  difappmved  of  the  bill.  He  remarked  upon 
the  improper  term— King  killing,  which  had  been  ufed. .  It  was  a 
fubjed  of  which  thcv  ought  not  even  to  think,  and  which  he  was 
extrcmdy  (hocked  at  hearing  introduced  into  debate. 

Sir  WILLIAM  MILNER  faid,  that  altfiough  he  was  not  in 
the  habit  of  obtruding  himfelf  upon  the  attendon  of  the  Houfe,  he 
could  not  be  filent  when  a  btU  of  fuch  magnitude  as  die  prefent 
fcrmed  the  fubjedl  of  difcofTlon.     He  would  oppofe  it|  becaofe  he 

Vol.  XLII!.  Y 


154  PARLIAMENTARY  [Commonj. 

confidered  that  it  would  not  only  be  ufelefs  for  the  object  to  which 
it  was  dircdledy  but  would  prove  highly  detrimental  to  the  country. 
He  was  convinced  that  the  perfons  who  were  guilty  of  the  crimes 
it  was  intended  to  prevent,  might  be  puniflicd  by  the  exi fling  laws. 
He  was  furprifed  at  the  obfcrvations  of  a  worthy  magidrate  (Alder- 
man Lufliington),  w*ho  complained  of  the  inflammatory  hand  bills 
which  were  daily  circulated.     Knowing  fuch  praflices  to  take  place, 
without  attempting  to  reprefs  them,  involved  no  fmall  (liare  of 
blame  on  the  part  of  the  worthy  magiftrate.      If  not,  he  was  afraid 
he  might,  as  a  magiftrate,  have  excrcifed  powers  with  which  he 
was  not  invefted,  and  aflumed  an  authority  not  conferred  by  the 
laws  : — he  had  fat,  as  a  juftice,  upon  the  trial  of  perfons  accufed 
of  diftributing  inflammatory  hand  bills,  who,  after  being    found 
guilty  by  the  jury,  had  been  condemned  by  the  juftices  to  two  ycirs 
imprifonment.     At  this  very  period,  he  knew  that  there  were  two 
or  three  perfons  confined  in  the  Caftle  of  "V^rk  for  this  very  offence. 
The  crime  of  one  Yorke,  lately  tried  at  the  York  aflizes,  was,  his 
having  uttered  certain  inflammatory  fpeeches ;  and  he  had  been 
convicted,  and  was  to  be  brought  to  the  King's' Bench  to  receive 
fentcnce.     Thefe  fa£ls  had  come  under  his  own  obfervation  ;  and 
he  believed  even  die  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  would  not  pre- 
tend to  deny  the  truth,  or  the  conclufions  which  neceflfarily  flowed 
from  them.     He  felt  the  higheft  indignation  at  any  feditious  at- 
tempts wtuch  might  exift  ;  and  he  thought  Minifters  ought  to  do 
their  duty,  in  endeavouring  to  fupprefs  illegal  meetings,  if  fuch 
took  place,  and  to  give  directions  to  magiftrates  to  exert,  for  this 
purpofe,  the  authority  they  poflefled.     He  had  heard  of  another 
meeting  at  or  near  Copenhagen-houfe,  which  had  taken  place  this  day, 
where,  lie  underftood,  the  moft  pcrfed  peaceablencfs  and  decorum 
had  prevailed.     If  diis  meeting  was  afiembled  for  the  purpofe  of 
petitioning  the  Icgiflature  againft  this  bill,  he  highly  approved  of 
their  defign.     The  loyal  yeomanry  and  gentry  in  varbus. parts  had 
met,  and  he  hoped  would  meet,  to  give  it  their  decided  oppofition. 
He  felt  extremely  uneafy  in  differing  with  fome  friends  on  the  other 
fide  of  the  Houfe  whom  he  ]^ighly  eflecmed,  and  whofe  opinion 
had  fo  much  influence  with  him  that  he  could  hardly  prevail  on  him- 
felf  to  vote  againft  the  bill.     On  the  fubje<Stof  the  war  he  had 
found  himfelf  under  the  neceflTity  of  differing  with  valued  friends, 
ffpecially  with  one  who  had  poirelTcd  a  confiderable  office  in  ad- 
mlniftradon,  which  he  no  longer  held,  with  whom  lie  had  generally 
agreed  on  public  affairs.     He  was  a  man  attached  to  no  party,  and 
was  equally  jndiflEcrent  whether  the  executive  power  was  adminif- 
tered  by  the  g^ndemcn  on  the  one  or  the  other  fide  of  the  Hoiifc. 
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He  was  guided  folely  by  motives  of  public  utility  and  by  the  beft  of 
his  judgment  ;  though  from  his  being  little  ufed  to  public  fpeak- 
ii^  he  might  be  unable  to  explain  his  fentiments  with  that  eloquence 
which  others  could  command,  and  a  habit  of  fpeaking  might 
bcflow.  / 

Mr,  Alderman  ANDERSON  decidedly  approved  of  the  bill; 
though  he  was  utterly  unacquainted  with  its  contents,  having  but  juft 
come  ft)  town.  He  entertained  the  greateft  dread  of  the  fcditious 
meetings  which  had  been  held,  and  thought  fome  ftrong  mcafure 
nccci&ry  to  counterad  them.  He  was  convinced  that  a  great  ma- 
jority of  his  conflituents  were  actuated  by  the  fame  fentiment,  upon 
fimilar  principles.  Defperate  a^s,  the  worthy  Alderman  obfcrved, 
itquired  defperate  remedies.  As  he  was  coming  to  town  from 
Hampfkad,  this  afternoon,  he  was  furprifed  to  fee  fuch  a  number 
of  people  on  the  road,  and  on  inquiring  the  caufc,  he  was  inform- 
ed at  a  turnpike  gate,  that  30,000  people  had  alTembled  at  Copen- 
hagen Houfe,  for  the  purpofe  of  feditious  communication.  He  was 
alfo  a  good  deal  ftruck  with  one  part  of  the  information  which  he 
had  received,  that  Mr.  Thclwall,  and  fome  of  the  leaders  of  the 
meeting,  were  very  much  difappointed  at  not  having  got  a  phaeton 
Gf  a  certain  noble  Duke,  from  which  they  intended  to  harangue 
the  people. 

Mr.  STANLEY  faid,  the  privileges  of  Englifhmen  were  ex- 
driguiflied,  if  they  could  not  meet  when  and  how  they  pleafed  for 
the  difcuflion  of  public  affairs.  To  render  their  CQndu<Sl  fubjeft  to 
the  arbitraiy  control  and  fummary  interference  of  a inagiftrate,  the 
purity  of  whofe  views  might  be  queftionable,  was  inconfiAent  ^ith 
every  idea  of  freedom  and  of  the  conftitution.     , 

Mr.  I.  HAWKINS  BROWNE  though  the  honourable  gen- 
deman's  reafons  againft  the  bill  were  the  beft  that  could  be  giveni 
for  adopting  it.  If  magiftrates  were  corrupt  or  arbitrary  in  the 
«ccution  of  their  duty,  they  were  amenable  to  the  laws. 

Lord  W.  RUSSELL  faid  that  as  an  imputation  had  been  thrown 
out  by  a  worthy  Alderman  'againft  the  character  of  a  certain  noble 
Duke,  whom*he  thought  it  incumbent  on  the  worthy  Alderman  to 
name,  and  to  ftate  what  reafon  he  had  to  believe  the  ftory,  which, 
improbable  and  foolifh  as  it  was,  if  not  properly  explained,  might 
be  propagated  upon  the  (lighted  foundation  of  what  had  been  ilated 
in  the  Houfe,  in  a  mahner  highly  prejudicial  to  the  charadVei'  of  the 
Jftble  Duke  alluded  to,  he  would  dierefore  move  the  debate  be  ad- 
journed, in  order  that  an  inquiry  might  take  place  into  the  fafts, 
vhich  had  been  ftated  as  reafons  for  fupporting  the  biU--7'Which  mo- 
tion was  fcconded. 
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Mr.  HARRISON  obferved  that  this  was  a  freOi  attempt  to 
caliimniate,  by  the  vileft  and  moft  defpicable  artiBces,  the  charac* 
ter  of  thofe  who  were  bold  enough  to  oppofe  the  meafures  of  ad- 
niiniitration. 

Alderman  ANDERSON  laid  a  few  words  about  the  right  of 
members  to  ftate  fuch  circumftances  as  might  be  connected  with  the 
queftion. 

Mr.  LAMBTON  faid,  he  knew  well  that  It  was  the  wilh  of 
gentlemen  on  the  other  lide  of  the  Houfe  to  blacken  and  defame 
the  charadtcr  of  thofe  who  were  mod  difttnguiflied  for  an  oppofition 
to  their  meafures.  It  was  a  part  of  the  foundation  on  which  their 
fyftem  was  fupported.  If  the  worthy  Alderman  had  aded  as  he 
ought  to  have  done,  and  as  candour  and  liberality  didatec)»  he 
would  have  told  the  perfon  who  gave  him  the  information,  that  it 
was  impofTible  the  matter  could  ftand  as  reprefented,  or  that  tho 
noble  perfon  alluded  to  could  in  any  way  encourage  feditious  and 
difloyal  meetings,  inftead  of  coming  to  the  Houfc  with  fo  poor  and 
miferable  an  anecdote,  which  could  never  impofe  upon  any  man 
who  knew  the  noble  Duke  as  he  (Mr.  Lambton)  knew  him,  which 
might  be  ferious  in  the  confequenccs  it  might  produce,  cohfidering 
the  adlivtty  with  which  it  would  be  propagated.  Similar  falfehoods, 
and  calumnies  equally  contemptible,  had  been  employed  in  order  to 
render  fufpe(Sled  fomc  of  his  honourable  friends  :— it  had  been  mali- 
cioufly  aflferted,  widely  circulated,  and,  where  the  truth  was  not 
known,  might  be  believed,  that  letters  had  been  intercepted  from 
them  to  certain  members  of  the  French  Convention. — Such  attack^ 
oould  be  encouraged  only  for  the  worft  of  purpofes,  and  merited  the 
fevereft  reprehenfiqp. 

Mr.  Secretary  DUNDAS  faid,  that  he  believed  nobody  could 
ferioufly  liften  to  the  fiory  they  had  heard.  He  was  ha[^y  to 
find  that  the  honourable  gentleman  was  oiFended  with  the  freedoms 
ufed  with  charaders  ;  and  he  hoped  he  would  endeavour  to  imprefs 
the  fame  fentiments  upon  one  of  his  honourable  friends  near  htm 
(Mr.  Grey),  who  had  accufed  Miniders  of  having  confpired  to  mur- 
der one  of  their  own  fpies.  He  treated  with  a  good  deal  of  ridicule 
the  wifh  to  adjourn  the  Houfe,  in  order  to  inquire  whether  fuch  a 
ilory  of  a  noble  Duke  were  well  or  ill  founded. 
Lord  W.  RUSSELL  explained. 

Mr.  GREY  laid  he  would  not  have  rifen  had  it  not  been  to  ex- 
plaiti  himfelf,  on  a  point  to  which  the  right  honourable  Secretary  of 
State  had  alluded.  He  never  had  meant  to  fay  that  Minillcrs  ha4 
confpired  a  deliberate  murder;  and  if  any  thing  that  fell  fix>m  hin^ 
feemed  to  fupport  fuch  an  idea,  he  wifhed  it  to  be  confidered  mcrc^ 
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]j  as  an  inadvertency  of  expreffion.  He  had  fonneriy  faid,  that 
bad  as  his  opinion  of  the .  prefent  Minifters  certainly  was,  he  did 
not  believe  they  could  go  fo  far  as  to  encourage,  for  their  own  pqr. 
pofes^  any  inflammatory  hand  bills  in  which  dodlrines  were  incul- 
cated, from  which  great  mifchief  might  eventually  arife.  Yet  it 
had  appeared  upon  evidence  during  the  State  Trials,  that  minifterial 
agents  had  taken  an  a6tive  part  in  popular  meetings,  and  had  utter- 
ed the  moft  fe<fidous  fpeeches,  and  promoted  the  .mod  violent  re- 
folmions.  Having'  difpofed  of  this,  he  faid  he  could  not  agree  that 
the  matter  on  which  the  adjournment  was  founded,  though  in  itfelf 
there  could  not  be  a  difference  .of  opinion  as  to  its  folly  and  abfur- 
dity,  was  altogether  fo  unimportant.  It  was  evident  from  the  im- 
preflion  made  by  it  on  the  mind  of  the  perfon  by  whom  it  was  re- 
lated, that  it  might  be  thought  equally  coniiderable  by  many  others* 
It  was  dated  as  a  reafon  for  fuppoi^ing  the  bill,  that  perfons  of  high 
rank  had  mingled  in  the  intrigues  of  feditious  meetings,  and  had  en- 
couraged them  l^  their  countenance  and  protedtion.  He  would 
fupport  the  adjournment,  not  for  the  purpofe  of  examining  into  the 
trudi  of  a  particular  allufion,  but  in  order  to  inquire  into  the  a<Slual 
fbte  of  thefe  feditious  meetings,  before  they  joined  in  the  clamour 
againft  them,  and  to  afcertain  the  true  iituation  of  the  public  mind, 
before  they  countenanced  fuch  a  libel  as  the  bill  implied  upon  the 
people  of  England.  .  i 

Mr.   SHERIDAN  faid,  the  quedion  came  to  this,  that  the 
worthy  alderman,  by  obferving  (ilence,  had  fcemed  to  perfevere  in 
his  belief  of  the  ilory  he  had  told.     He  was  furprifed  that  the 
Duke  of  Bedford  fliould  be  held  out  as  countenancing  any  meet- 
ings which  were  deemed  licentious,  when  he  faw  that  refpeded 
name  fubfcribed  publicly  to  a  paper  which  would  confer  immortal 
honour  oji  his  charaSer,  and  was  intended  to  encourage  an  univer- 
fal  and  decided  oppofition  to  the  prefent  bill.     It  was  indeed  a 
ftory  which  was  fit  for  old  wives  to  tc!l,  and  old  wives  to  believe. 
He  imaged  the  next  would  be,  that  the  orators  of  Copenhagen 
Houfe  bad  borrowed  bob  wigs  from  the  Duke  of  Norfolk,  in  or- 
der to  make  their  appearances.     All  fuch  idle  tales,  however,  only 
proved  the  inoefTant  calumnies  to  which  the  oppofcrs  of  Minifters 
were  fubjedl.     A  fhocking  indance  of  the  malicious  and  wicked 
attempt  which  arofe  from  the  fydcm  that  Miniders  patronifed,  hap- 
pened during  the  date  trials  lad  year.     At  the  vqry  time  when  the 
bill  was  before  the  Grand  Jury,  in  the  cafe  of  thofc  men  whom  ;| 
certain  honourable  gentleman  chofe  to  term  '*  acquitted  felons,"  a 
Aory,  which  could  not  fail  to  imprefs  indantly  the  public  mind,  of 
a  terrible  defign  to  murder  the  King,  by  means  of  fome  new  kin4 
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of  inftrumenty  was  propagated.  This  was  generally  believed  at 
the  time ;  yet  no  fuch  plot  had  been  conceived,  he  believed,  and 
this  inftrumcnt  no  perfon  had  ever  feen.  Notwithftanding  all 
this,  prints,  notorioufly  in  mintflerial  pay,  had  fatd  that  the  in- 
ftrument  was  found,  and  the  perfons  fiilly  committed  for  trial. 
Thus  it  was  evident  how  Minifters  would  avail  themfelvcs  of 
every  incident  which  occurred,  to  render  fufpicious  men  whoTe  in- 
fluence and  chara£ler  might  enable  them  to  oppofe  their  meafures 
with  fuccefs. 

Strangers  being  ordered  to  withdraw,  a  divifion  took  place  on 
Lord  W.  RufTeirs  motion  for  an  adjournment. 

For  the  motion,  32  ;  Againft  it,  145.     Majority,  113. 

The  bill  was  then  read  a  firft  time. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  obferved,  that  he  was  happy  to  find  that  the 
honourable  gentleman  had  abandoned  part  oF  his  plan,  fince  he 
had  expunged  that  claufc  which  related  to  private  families.  He 
was  furprifcd,  however,  to  find  that  meetings  in  fields,  alfelnbled 
without  regard  to  the  regulations  in  the  bill,  were  to  be  held  as  dif- 
orderly  houfes. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  he  did  not  intend  that  the  bill 
ihould  extend  to  private  families. 

Mr.  M.  ROBINSON  alked,  fince  all  meetings  to  which  ad- 
mittancc  was  obtained  by  money  or  tickets,  were  prohibited,  whe- 
ther card  routs  were  comprehended  within  the  operation  of  the  bill  ? 

The  Houfc  then  divided  on  the  queftion,  That  the  bill  be  read 
a  fecond  time. 

Ayes,  129;  Noes,  21.     Majority,  108. 

A  fecond  divifion  took  place  on  the  queftion,  That  this  bill  be 
read  a  fecond  time  on  Tuefday  next. 

Ayes,  129;  Noes,  23.     Majority,  106, 

Friday,   lyh  November^ 

Mr.  RYDER  moved  for  leave  to  put  oflT  the  order  of  the  day 
for  the  Houfe  to  rcfolve  itfclf  into  a  Committee,  to  confider  farther 
upon  the  high  price  of  corn,  to  Monday  next,  on  which  day  the 
Seledl  Committee  expeSed  to  be  able  to  make  its  report.  In  the 
meat!  time  he  was  authorifcd  to  fay,  that  that  Committee  had  de- 
cided upon  one  point,  namely,  that  the  trade  ought  to  be  left  open 
to  merchants  to  import  corn  from  any  foreign  countrj',  for  the  fup- 
ply  of  our  marlicts,  without  any  interference  on  the  part  of  Go- 
vernment, and  a  bounty  to  be  given. 

Mr.  HUSSEY  faid,  he  had  given  notice  that  he  (hould  bring 
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{ofwsLTd  a  motion  refpedling  corn  upon  this  day ;  but  as  the  objed 
^'as  in  part  dbtaincd,  he  was  prevent<'d  from  doing  fo. 

The  Houfc  then  rcfolved  itfelf  into  a  Committee  on  the  Land 
Tax,  the  Malt  Bill,  and  the  !nan  .fa^itory  of  ftarch ;  when  tKte 
various  aT^.tndmcnts  were  read  and  agreed  to,  and  notice  given 
that  rhe  reports  woul!  be  received  on  Monday  next. 

In  a  Committee  to  prevent  the  making  of  low  wines  and  fpirits 
from  wheat  and  other  articles  of  grain,  ^cc.  and  to  prohibit  the 
^\orking  of  diiTillcrics  for  a  limited  time,  Mr.  Huffcy  wlfhed  to 
extend  the  prohibition  to  an  article  confumed  chiefly  by  the  poor, 
molaiTes.  In  confcqucnce  of  the  prohibition  upon  other  materials 
fvW  di.lillatton,  this  article  had  been  fo  much  ufcd  for  that  purpofe,  0 
that  it  had  rifcn  to  nearly  double  its  ufii^il  price ;  that  is  to  fay, 
from  twenty-eight  (hillings  to  fifty  the  cwt.  or  by  retail  from  two- 
pence-halfpenny to  fixpence  per  lb.  He  was  aware  that  he  could 
not  now  make  any  motion  for  the  prohibition  of  molaffes,  but  he 
fuggefted  it  in  the  Committee,  that  fon\e  inquiry  might  hereafter 
be  made,  and  he  hoped  the  prohibition  would  be  adopted. 

Mr.  ROSE  ackowledged  that  no  nx)tion  could  be  made,  becaufe 
it  would  be  irregular ;  but  if  it  were  regular,  he  (hould  have  been 
induced  to  object  to  it,  bccaufe  the  comfumption  of  the  article  la 
queffion  was  of  more  importance  to  the  revenue  as  ufed  in  the  dif- 
tillerids  than  the  prohibitioo  could  be  to  the  poor.  BeikleSi  in- 
quiries had  already  been  made  concerning  it,  and  it  had  been 
found  that  treacle  was  mt  ufed  in  any  confiderable  quandties  by  the 
pour*  Future  incjCilries  (hould,  however,  be  made ;  and  if  the 
contrary  could  be  proved,  it  might  then  be  proper  to  take  it  into 
thoir  coniideration,  and  bring  in  a  feparate  bill. 

Mr.  THORNTON  fufpeded  that  the  honourable  genfleman  ^ 
QgffoCHCy  in  hb  benevolent  regard  for  the  poor,  had  overlooked 
another  very  neceflfary  objed.  He  alluded  to  the  trade  of  llie 
country,  which,  by  the  extenfion  of  fuch  prohibitions,  would  be- 
come fo  much  di(^re(red,  that  the  poor  muft  ultimately  be  far 
greater  fufferers.  MolafTcs,  heobferved,  was  not  a  nece(rar}\  but 
a  luxury,  of  life,  and  therefore  ought  not  to  be  included  in  the 
articles  which  were  now  prohibited  on  account  of  the  fcardty. 

Mr.  HUSSEY  faid,  he  merely  wi(hed  to  keep  it  at  its  old  pricey 
as  it  was- an  article  confumed  entirely  by  tke  poor. 

Mr.  ROSE  denied  this,  becaufe  it  had  always  been  ulcd  in  dif- 
tillation  to  a  certain  extent,  though  its  confumption  for  that  pur- 
pofe  might  now  be  increafed  in  confcqucnce  of  the  prohibition  upon 
other  materials.  He  remarked,  however,  that,  the  molafles  uliid 
in  the  difiillcrics  was  not  merely  the  refufe  from  the  fug<gr  iioulcs 


in  this  country,  but^  confiderable  quantity  was  imported  fix)m  the 
Wcft-Indics.  If,  therefore,  the  confumption  incrcafed,  the  mar- 
ket would  ibon  be  fupplied  by  an  increafe  of  the.  importation ;  but, 
on  the  contrary,  many  merdiants,  now  probably  engaged  in  a  fpe- 
culation  fer  importing  molaifes  from  the  Weft  Indies,  would 
abandon  their  plan,  if  they  entertained  any  apprchenfions  of  its 
prohibition. 

The  Houfe  was  then  refumed,  and  notice  given 'that  the  report 
of  the  Committee  would  be  reed ved  oil  Monday. 

Monday^    I  tth  November. 

A  meflage  was  brought  from  the  Lords,  dut  tfiey  had  psfffed  a 
bill  for  the  better  fecurity  of  His  Majefty's  perfon,  &c. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  roTe  and  moved,  that  this  bill  be  read 
the  ftrft  time. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  faid,  that  it  was  riot  ufual  with  him  to  ar- 
gue a  bill  on  the  firft  reading  of  it,  nor  did  he  wi(h  to  enter  upon 
that  difcuflion  at  prefent ;  he  would  therefore  only  &y,  that  he 
wifiied  firft  of  all  to  have  the  bill  printed  for  the  ufe  of  die  Mem- 
bers, and  being  determined  to  oppofe  it  in  every  ftage  of  its  pro- 
grefe,  he  would  take  the  fenfe  of  the  Houfe  whether  the  bill 
ihould  be  read  for  the  firft  time. 

Mr.  Chancdlor  PITT  faid,  that  he  propofed  the  firft  reading 
of  the  bill  now,  and  srfterwards  that  it  be  read  a  fecond  time  on 
Thurfday  next.  As  to  aiguing  on  the  bill  previous  to  its  being 
printed,  he  was  perfunded  the  honourable  gentleman  had  had  fufli- 
cient  information  concerning  it  to  enable  him  fo  to  do,  as  he  had 
already  argued  agatnft  it,  (if  aigument  it  could  be  called)  in  other 
places. 

The  galleiy  was  cleared  ;  and  while  ftrangers  were  excluded,  a 
convcrfation  took  place,  in  the  courfe  of  which  Mr.  Whitbread 
refuted  a  charge,  contained  in  a  calumnious  anonymous  paragraph 
which  appeared  in  fome  of  the  morning  papers  of  yefterday,  pur- 
porting that  Mr.  Whitbread  and  Mr.  Plumer  had  oppofed  the.  loyal 
addrefs  propofed  and  carried  at  the  county  meeting,  held  at  Hert- 
ford, on  Saturday  laft.  Mr.  Plumer  faid,  he  could  not  fubfcribe 
to  the  addrefs  carried  on  that  day,  becaufe  it  contained  a  calumny 
upon  a  certain  defcription  of  perfons,  chai^ng  them  with  a  confpi- 
lacy  which  produced  the  outrage  upon  the  King.  Mr.  Whitbiead 
iaid  they  had  propofed  and  fupported  an  addrefs  containing  warm 
exprcflions  of  loyalty  and  affedion  to  His  Majefty  upon  his'  happy 
efcape,  but  abftaining  from  fixing  the  heavy  charge  of  that  detefla- 
blc  adt  on  any  part  of  His  Majefty's  fubjeds  without  proof. 
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A  dividon  took  place. 

For  the  firft  reading  of  the  bill,   170 
Againftit,  -  -  26 


Majority  for  the  firft  reading,        154 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  moved,  that  the  bill  be  read  a  fccond. 
time  on  Thurfday  ne.»t,  when  the  ftrangers  were  ordered  to  with- 
draw;, and  the  Houfe  divided. 

Ayes,  151  ;  Noes,  25.     Majority,  126. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  .read  a  fecond  time  on  Thurf- 
day next. 

Upon  the  doors  being  opened  Mr.  SHERIDAN  was  fpeaking. 
He  aiked  whether  fuch  a  neceflity  did  exift  as  juftified  the  bill  in 
qucition  ?    If  this  necelFity  did  exift,  then  fuch  a  declaration  went 
cxadly  to  this  point,  that  proof  was  attainable,  and  therefore  that 
proof  (hould  be  given.      For  his  part,  however,  he  had  heard  of 
no  fatisfa^Sor}'  proof  for  recurring  to  fo  violent  a  meafure,  nor  had 
any  fatisfiwSory  proof  been  yet  adduced.     Before  the  fufpenfion  of 
the  Habeas  Corpus  act,  Minifters  had  condcfcended  to  ad   with 
fomc  little  decency,  with  fome  deliberation,  and  had  accordingly 
moved  for  the  appointment  of  a  Committee  of  Inquiry,  upon  the 
report  of  w^hich  Committee  they  afterwards  proceeded.      If  the  re- 
port was  ncceffary  then,  it  was  now  more  indifpenfable ;  for  upon 
what    poflible  principle  could    they   call   upon  the   members   of 
that  Houfc  to  aftcnt  to  the  ftrong  meafures  which  were  then  offered 
them,  unlefs  they  cftablilhed  an  abfolute  neceflity  for  fuch  proceed- 
ings, and  con6imed  it  by  evidence  r —^He  would  not  ftoopto  the 
pr^xlamation  as  a  proof,  for  he  contidered  that  proclamation  as  the 
declaration  of  the  Minifter.      What  authority  then  was  there  for 
confcnring  to  this  bill  ?     The  evidence  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  and 
riv^  addrds  of  congratulation  to  His  Majefty  for  his  efcape  ?     That 
was  not  fulFicient ;  for  without  examining  a  (ingle  witnefs,  the 
il  jufc  had  been  content  to  take  the  matter  as  it  ftood,  and  had 
joined  in  that  addrefs  of  the  other  Houfe,  without  any  farther  in- 
quirer.    To  this  he  did  not  objed),  fo  far  as  it  related  to  the  ad- 
liroTs  alone  ;  on  the  contrary,  h'^  very  readily  concurred  ;  but  did 
any  man  think  that  that  evident^,  taken  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  fo 
vague  and  contradi£lory  as  it  was  in  every  part  of  it,  and  that  ad- 
drefs which  fWlowed,  were  by  any  means  fufficient  io  juftify  two 
bills  like  thofe  which  were  in  confequenCe  produced  ?     When  he 
confidered  this  more  deliberately,  he  was  placed  in  a  difagreeable 
dilemma ;  for  either  he  was  obliged  to  imagine  that  a  large  body  of 
men,  capable  of  committing  treafon  and  the  moft  horrible  outrageSf 
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was  aflually  in  motion ;  or  elfe  he  muft  fuppofe  that  there  were 
men  capable  of  inventing  and  believing  any  thing,  who  for  thcin 
own  bafe  purpofcs,  or  from  the  influence  of  the  moft  deplorablo 
credulity,  chcriihcd  the  idea  of  pretended  fedition,  to  accompliiil 
their  deligns  of  deftroying  the  liberties  of  their  country.  It  was 
always  more  hard  to  believe  the  lefler  evil,  though  in  tliis  prccife 
inftance  he  was  compelled  to  do  fo.  He  was  not  only  inclined  to 
think,  but  confirmed  in  his  opinion  by  fubfequent  events,  that  the 
prefent  alarm  had  been  created, folely  by  Miniftcrs,  for  the  accom- 
pliftimcnt  of  their  corrupt  purpofes  of  libelling  the  country.  He 
again  repented  that  this  opinion  was  not  grounded  upon  any  fuper- 
ficial  view  of  the  fubjedt,  but  from  the  exprcfs  experience  of  the 
conduct,  temper,  and  loyalty  of  the  people.  He  remarked,  that 
in  1792,  for  fimilar  purpofcs,  fi mi lar  reports  of  plots  and  ccnfpi- 
racies  had  been  induftrioufly  circulated.  T^^^X  were  aflerted  in 
Parliament ;  they  were  pointed  out  in  publications  ;  and  then,  as  now, 
they  formed  a  part  of  the  King's  proclamation.  It  was  then 
generally  rumoured,  and  as  generally  lielicved,  that  a  party  was  i'l 
rcadinefs  to  feize  the  Tower,  and  commence  a  revolution.  FJeforc 
/any  pcrfon  took  notice  of  this  manoeuvre  too,  the  moft  extraordinar)' 
means  were  adopted  and  enforced  to  circulate  the  prcclamaticn 
through  every  part  pf  the  kingdom  with  unexampled  ra'pidity  ;  trends 
were  thrown  into  the  Tower  to  defend  it  from  attack,  and  all  the; 
Government  appeared  in  confternation  and  difmay.  He  remem- 
bered alfo  in  fhe  courfe  of  the  trials  which  followed,  that  he  had 
the  moft  complete  and  diftin<5l  proof  that  the  whole  of  thcfc  atroci- 
ous adls  originated  with  the  informers,  reporters,  and  fpies  cm- 
ployed  on  that  occafion.  Objection  might  be  made  to  his  atten- 
dance on  thofe  trials  :  but  as  he  had  fome  caufe  to  doubt  the  cxiftcnce 
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of  confpiracics,  he  was  refolved  to  fee  fair  play,  and  he  only  dif- 
char£;cd  his  duty  as  a  member  of  parUament,  and  one  of  the  guar- 
dians cf  the  public  welfare  in  fo  doing.  At  thpfe  trials,  he  again 
repeated,  that  he  found  the  whole  idea  of  a  revolution  to  be  forged  ; 
that  the  informers,  reporters,  and  fpies,  one  and  all,  declared,  that 
they  never  liad  fuggefted  fuch  danger  was  exifting,  and  that  the 
whole,  upon  the  cleareft  and  beft  connc6ted  evidence,  was  proved 
to  be  a  fabrication.  Now,  this  demonftrated  how  for  the  declara- 
tions of  Miniftcrs  were  to  be  trufted.  It  was  true  that  a  committee 
had  been  appointed,  and  that  from  that  committee  they  received 
accounts  of  an  extenfive  treafonable  plot.  The  cxiftencc  of  the 
plot,  however,  was  brought  from  higher  authority,  and  the  trials 
were  deferred  till  books  could  be  prepared  with  fui table  decoratbns, 
and  the  copper-plates  engraved,  M'ith  the  reprefentadon  of  pikes  to 
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2lann  and  irritate  the  public  mind.     Here  he  came  again  to  the 
Junes,  who  in  repeated  cafes  negatived  the  exiftence  of  any  treafon 
or  conf^Hracy.     At  the  fame  time,  however,  we  received  intelli- 
gtmcc  of  a  third  plot,  of  which  he  had  had  occaiioh  to  fpeak  before. 
A  plot  whidi  was  invel^igatcd  by  the  magiilrates  of  Government, 
znd  in  fome  degree  confirmed  by  their  proceedings. — A  plot  which 
was  puhlifiied  with  every  dreadful  particular,  and  exaggerating  com- 
nKmt,  in  all  the  minifterial  papers:      This  fuppofed  plot,  after  all, 
was  a  contrivance  for  the  affaifmation  of  His  Majefty  at  one  of  the' 
thcatrrs,  with  a  (Irange  inftrument  which  was  never  found,  and  by 
incn  who  were  afterwardskreleafed.     It  was  difcovered,  or  pretend- 
ed to  be  difcovcred,  which  with  Minifters  was  nearly  the  fame 
thing,  at  a  very  fcafonable  time,  for  it  was  while  the  bill  was  pend- 
ing upon  which  the  other  perfons,  who  were  afterwards  acquitted 
by  the  jttries,  were  indidted.     He  knew  not  whether  Minifters  had 
purpoTely  contrived  this  plot  to  prejudice  the  minds  of  thofe  juries ; 
1^  hoped,  he  believed  they  could  not  be  fo  deliberately  cruel.      It 
was  an  a<£lion  however,  which  would  always  cxpofe  them  to  cen- 
fure,  and  he  knew  not  with  what  feelings  they  could  conflder  it, 
when  they  rccoUedted  that  men  had  been  for  a  long  time  detained 
in  prifon,  and  afterwards  difcharged. without  any  allegations,  ruined 
in  their  fortunes,  as  fome  of  them  he  had  heard  had  been,  and 
undone  in  their  reputations.      It  was  certainly  clear  that  the  men 
who  were  apprehended  upon  this  horrible  fcheme  of  affaflination. 
Were  not  guilty  of  the  crime  laid  to  their  charge,  or  fhcy  would  not 
have  been  releafed  in  the  manner  they  had  been ;  and  what  rcdrefs 
could  be  given  them  he  was  not  able  to  tell,  nor  was  it  his  bufincfs 
to  inquire.     This,  however,  was  the  third  proof  of  forgery.     He 
now  came  to  the  prefent  times.   Here  he  was  obliged  again  to  recur 
to  His  Majefty 's  fpeech  upon  the  opening  of  Parliament. — That 
Ipecch,  which  praifes  the  loyal  temper  of  the  people,  and  recom- 
twnds  the  fpirit  of  order  and  fubmiflion  to  the  laws  which  they  had 
ftcwn  under  a  fcverc  preffure,  as  an  additional  incentive  for  Par- 
liament to  apply  with  the  utmoft  diligence  to  the  confideration  of 
fuch  meafures  as  may  tend  to  alleviate  their  diftreffes.     When  this 
<Mantion  was  delivered,  it  is  plain  that  Minifters  had  no  idea  of 
the  eliding  panic.     We  then  heard  congratulations  in  that  Houfe 
upon  the  advantages  derived  from  the  war,  otJe  of  which  was,  that 
^  had  not  only  dcftroyed  all  violent  revolutionary  principles  in 
France,  but  that  it  had  produced  a  fimilafefFe£l  upon  men's  minds 
in  this  country.     Here  Mr.  Sheridan  wifticd  to  know  how  they 
<^ld  pofiibly  reconcile  thefe  declarations  with  thofe  which  they  have  . 
iince  made. «— How  could  they  prefume^  in  confequencc  of  one  def- 
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perate  outrage  committed  by  fome  mifguided  individual,  or,  at  the 
moft,  upon  their  own  confeffion,  by  a  few  mifcrcants,  to  deprive 
fo  lopl,  fo  patient,  fo  fubmiffive  a  people  as  they  acknowledged 
the  majority  to  be,  of  their  deareft  and  moft  facred  rights  r      He 
recoUrfled,  indeed,  what  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  that 
day  (aid  with  great  warmth,  when  reminding  him  that  he  had  for- 
gotten the  progrelljve  irritation,   "What,"  fa  id  he,   *' wh^n  meet- 
ings have  multiplied  and  hand  bills  are  fwarming  every  where,  Ihall 
we  aflert  there  is  no  neceflity  for  thefe  reftrif^ions  r"     But  thcfc 
meetings,  then,  muft  have  multiplied  fince  the  meeting  of  Parlia- 
ment ;  thefe  hand-bills  muft  have  fwarmed  fince  the   meeting  of 
Parliament :   becaufe,  if  they  were   fo  notorious  before,   why  did 
they  put  that  declaration  into  His  Majefty's  mouth  ;  or  w  hy  did 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  himfelf  affcrt  that   French  princi- 
ples^ were  almoft  eradicated  by  the  war  ?      Upon  thefe  grounds,  Mr. 
Sheridan  in(ifted,  that  he  ftill  had  reafon  to  believe  it  a  forged  plot. 
If  the  right  honourable  gentleman  would  pcrfevcre  in  his  declara- 
tions that  an  incieafing  alarm  and  fpirit   of  difcbntent  prevailed 
throughout  the  country,  let  him  prove  it.     He  had  moved  a  com- 
mittee before  ;  then  why  not  now  ?     He  took  meafures  then  for  tlic 
invcftigation  of  a  plot,  when  the  reafons  were  not  one  hundred 
thoufandth  part  fo  llrong.      If  he  therefore  now  aflferts  that  a  trca- 
fonable  plot  is  a(3ually  in  exiftence,  and  flies  from  an  inveftigatioft 
of  it,  i&itnot  naturalto  conclude  he  cannot  prove  ft?      But  he 
thinks  all  proof  unnccelTary,  provided  he  canperfuade  the  Houfe  to 
adopt  his  declaration.     Yet  furcly  when  he  fpokc  of  the  unanimous 
loyalty  of  an  unanimous  people,  tliXugh  he  fuddenly  feemcd  apprc- 
hcnfive  left  fomc  advantage   (hould  be  taken  of  his  words  in  that 
conftrudion,  by  adding  "  with  a  fmall  exception,"  yet  furcly  I  fay, 
►    repeated  Mr.  Sheridan,  when  he  fpoke  of  fuch  unanimous  loyalty, 
he  cannot  perfit^  ;  nor  would  any  man  fay  that  for  the  ungovernable 
licentioufnefs  of  the  few  excepted,  all  thefe  obedient,  virtuous, 
generous,  and  uncomplaining  people  ftiould  be  deprived  of  their 
deareft  liberties.     No  perfon,  however 'hardened,  could  have  the 
front  to  do  it.     But  the  right  honourable  gentleman  always  flies  off 
to  t^rancc  for  his  examples.     France  is  the  war-horfe  he  mounts 
upon  thefe  occaftons,  and  it  would  be  a  happy  thing  for  this  country 
^  he  would  mount  that  war-horfe  lefs  often.  In  France  ht  enumerates 
all  the  inftanccs  of  trcafon,  murder,  and  rebellion  which  arofe  from 
popular  affemblies*     In  France  he  recapitulates  the  various  atro- 
cities of  anarchy  and  bloodfhed  ;  the  confulion  and  defolation  which 
followed  the  commotions  of  the  people ;  and  then  exclaims>  if  fuch 
fnd  fuch  cades  produce  ftch  and  fuch  ^c^ts  in  Francci  would  not 
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llmilar  caufes  produce  fimilar  eflTefls  in  England  ?     But  is  it  not  a 
libei   on  the  Englifh  Confiitution  ;  is  it  not  a  libel  on  the  Englifh 
people,  to  draw   fuch  conclufions  ?     There  is  no  parity  whatever ; 
and  he  had  always  deprecated  fuch  a  wretched,  narrow,  miferable 
mode  of  realbning/     The  right  honourable  gcnlcman  had  forgotten 
furdy,  that  the  enormities  of  the  French  people  were  occafioned  by 
the  defpoofm  under  which  they  had  fo  long  groaned  ;  that  tlieif 
exoefleSy  when  free,  were  to  be  attributed  to  their  former  flavery ; 
that  they  had  been  opprefled  and  ground  down  till  they  had  loft  the 
common  feelings  and  the  common  character  of  humanity,  and  that 
they  were  provoked  and  inftigated  by  the  evils  which  furrounded 
them  till  they  became  enraged  beyond  all  moderation.     He  there- 
fore denied  that  fimilar  enormities  could  ever  happen  in  England, 
and  condemned  fuch  an  opinion  as  one  of  the  moft  mifchievous 
that  ever  entered  the  head  of  a  ftatefman.     To  argue  that  the  fame 
principles  would  have  the  fame  influence  over  Engiiftimen  as  they 
have  had  over  die  deluded  people  of  France,  was  t*  argue  v.ith  a  ' 
total  ignorance  of  hiftory,  of  general  policy,  and  of  human  nature 
itfelf.      It  was  impoflible  that  any  thing  could  work  fo  fatal  an  af- 
cendancy,  not  even  if  the  fame  men  who  brought  about  thofe  evils 
in  France  were  to  be  in  poiTeffion  of  fimilar  authority  here.     It 
was  the  defpotic  government  that  had  degraded  and  dcbafcd  the 
French  beneath  the  dignity  of  men,  and  drove  them  to  extremes  ; 
but  a  people  who  have  been  ufed  to  rational  liberty  and  rational 
rights,  who  have  not  been  ground  down,  nor  made  the  flaves  of  a 
cumipt  Government,  would  never  be  guilty  of  fuch  crimes.     He 
preflTed  this  the  more,  becaufe  it  was  the  fole  principle  upon  which 
the  gentlemen  of  the  oppofite  fide  refted  ;  and  imlefs  it  could  be 
proved  abfolutely  that  the  bill  was  intended  for  the  protection  of  the 
Monarch  and  the  Confl:itutiun,  he  was  unwilling  to  furrcnder  the 
rights  and  Kberties  of  the  fubjedl  on  fuch  flight  grounds.     To  de- 
ted  the   fallacy  and  falfe  principles  of  fuch  reafOning  in  a  parallel 
view,  he  might  urge  that  it  would  equally  apply  to  prove  in  all 
cafes,  the  barbarity  and  ill  faith  of  monarchs  ;  and  that  after  ex* 
pBtiattng  on  rtie  cruel  condu<5t  of  the  Emprefs  of  Ruflia,  and  the 
bad  faith  of  the  King  of  PruflTia,  an  enemy  to  limited  monarchy 
would  \k  entitled  to  draw  a  conclufion  that  all  monarchs  muft  be 
baitafDUs  and  feithlefs,  and  thence  contend  for  curtailing  the  power 
of  die  prefent  King  of  England.     The  parallels  would  run  toge- 
Aer,  and  it  would  be  found  great  difficulty  to  oppcfe  the  force  of 
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fuch  reafoning.  An  honourable  gentleman  had  faid  the  other  night 
Aat  desperate  evils  muft  have  defperate  remedies.  This  he  ac- 
knowledged i  but  then  he  infixed  that  the  exigence  of  the  evils 
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ftiould  be  proved.  The  connedKon  between  the  popular  meetings 
and  the  outrage  on  His  Majcfty  he  denied  ;  and  thought  at  the  late 
county  meeting  for  Hcrtfordfhirc,  an  honourable  gentleman  (Mn 
Baker)  had  ad^cd  witli  great  impropriety  in  coupling  the  congratu- 
lation to  His  Majeily  with  a  charge  agiinft  the  focictics.  He  cal- 
led it  a  charge  fo  long  as  it  was  poffiblc  to  have  inveftigation  \  but 
if  it  were  pofliblc  to  have  invedigation,  and  gentlemen  (hould  rihcn 
fly  from  it»  he  fliould  no  longer  call  it  a  charge  but  a  calumny. 
An  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Canning)  had  aflerted  alfc,  that  the 
'  dodtnne  of  King  killing  was  preached  at  Copenhagen  Houfc.  Now 
if  fuch  dodlrines  had  been  preached,  profecutions  mud  have  been 
commenced,  or  elic  there  muft  have  been  great  negleA  in  the  ma- 
gi ftrates  and  the  Executive  Government,  and  confequently  he  was 
authorifcd  to  difbelicve  it.  So  far  however  from  preaching  fuch 
pernicious  doftrincs,  it  was  generally  known  that  they  profeffed  a 
fpirit  of  lo}'alty  to  His  Majefty,  notwithftanding  their  declamations 
againd  his  Miniders,  againd  the  war,  and  in  fupport  of  a  parlia- 
mentary reform.  Another  right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Pitt)  had 
that  evening  faid,  that  inflammatory  hand-bills  were  fwarming  in 
every  part  of  the  metropolis.  Why  might -not  thefe  hand-bills  be 
written  and  publifhcd  by  fome  of  the  fpies  for  their  own  proflt  and 
advantage  r  Had  not  the  fpies  themfelvcs  confeflid  in  a  court  of 
juftice,  that  to  encourage  and  deceive  others  they  were  the  loudefl: 
in  a  cry  for  a  reform,  and  the  moft  forward  to  ufc  inflammatory 
language  ?  Here  again  then,  he  had  no  proof  that  thofe  hand-bills 
were  publiflied  or  circulated  by  the  focieties,  unlefs  they  would  fuf- 
fcr  him  to  know  from  whom  thofe  hand- bills  came,  and  how  thev 
were  obtained.  If  cnce  a  government  encourages  fpies  and  infor- 
mers, it  becomes  a  part  of  their  bufincfs  to  comn»it  fuch  forgeries^ 
and  create  fuch  terror.  The  right  honourable  gentleman  might  contra- 
dict him  by  faying,  that  the  bufinefs  of  fpies  and  informers  is  a  ref- 
pedlable  and  nccclikry  .trade  ;  but  Mr.  Sheridan  maintained  it  would 
never  be  refpe£led  by  mankind,  and  therefore,  fuch  odium  and  fuch 
fufpicions  muft  of  courfe  attach  to  it.  Except  in  the  folitary  in- 
ftance  of  Watts,  however,  he  conceived  it  expedient  that  Miniftcrs 
(hould  fupport  their  fpies  with  whom  they  adled,  as  the  men  for- 
merly did  who  brought  up  tliievcs,  and  inftrudled  them  while  young 
in  dealing,  to  (hare  their  profits.  He  had  himfelf  heard  a  perfon 
declare,  that  in  the  heat  of  his  xcal  and  loyalty,  he  appointed  a  per- 
fon to  ^-atch  thofe  whom  he  fufpcdled,  for  which  lie  gave  him  a 
guinea  per  week,  but  that  at  the  lad  he  brought  his  accounts  fo 
alarming,  that  he  gave  him  two  guineas  a  week.  Such,  he  faid, 
would  be  the  cafcj  and  we  (liould  go  on  from  worfe  to  worfe,  and 
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he  would  not  fear  to  attribute  it  to  thefe  verv  mcafurcs.  He  then 
took  notice  of  the  immcnfe  meeting  which  had  that  day  hccn  affetn- 
bled  in  Wcftminifter,  and  the  order  and  decorum  exhibited  on  that 
occilion  ;  yet,  if  this  meeting  had  been  held  before  the  meeting  of 
Parliament,  he  ihould  not  have  been  furprifcd  if  it  hnd  been  ufcd 
as  an  argument  for  the  ncceffity  of  this  bill.  He  wilhcd  an  honour- 
able gentleman  (Mr.  Canning)  would  come  into  his  committee  and 
prove  diat  die  fixrietics  did  preach  the  doSlrine  of  King  killing ;  and 
concluded  by  moving  "  That  a  committee  be  appointed,  to  inquire  in- 
to-the  exiftence  and  extent  of  the  danger  of  feditious  meetings,  as 
referred  to  in  His  Majcfly's  proclamation,  and  laid  before  the  Iluufe 
by  His  Majefty's  Minifter  on  die  fourth  of  November.'* 

Mr.  POWYS  obferved,  that  the  Houfe  did  not,  nor  need  to 
have,  fpecific  evidence  of  the  treafonable  dcfigns  of  the  meetings; 
there  were  fufficicnt  circumftances  to  prove  the  general  tendency  of 
their  machinations.     The  notoriety  alone  was  enough  to  juftify 
the  Legiflaturc  of  the  countr)'  in  reforting  to  ftrong  and  decided  re- 
gulations, to  prevent  the  dangerous  confecjuences  of  fuch  inflamma- 
tory alfcrr^Iilies.      It  was  dwelt  on  by  the  honourable  gentleman  as 
a  grievance,  to  conne<3  the  outrage  offered  to  His  Majefty,  and  the 
wicked  do<£lrines  preached  at  the  meetings  alluded  to :  but  this  was 
the  fame  pica  ufed  by  the  focieties  themfelves  in  their  own  juftifica- 
tion.      He   would    take  the   honourable   gentleman's  alternative, 
about  the  publication  that  was  handed  round  at  one  of  the  meetings : 
either  there  was  fedition,    or  there  was  not.     The  honourable 
gentleman  afked  if  i there  was,  why  not  prove  it?      If  it  could  not 
be  proved,  the  thing  was  a  forger)'.     To  this  publication  the  name 
of  Citizen  Lee,  as  printer,   was  annexed  •,   and  the  honourable 
gentleman  was  aware  that  the  faid  Citizen  Lee  was  not  His  Majef- 
ty*s  printer.      It  was  notorious  that  Citizen  Lee  was  ufually  em- 
ployed by  the  Correfponding  Society  ;    and  in  this  inftanco,  the 
honourable  gentleman  (hould  (hew  that  he  was  not  as  ufual  engaged 
by  them.      It  was  plain  from  all  the  proceedings  and  do61rines  of 
the  meetings,  that  the  Government  was  the  great  obftaclc  in  their 
way ;  that  at  Government  they  aimed  all  their  blows  ;  and  if  fo. 
Government  ought  to  fecure  itfelf  from  the  fccrct  and  open  attacks 
of  wicked  and  infidious  men.     If  his  houfe  were  attacked  by  rob- 
bers, it  would  be  his  duty  to  fecure  it  againft  fimilar  attacks  in  fu* 
turc — he  would  be  criminally  negligent  in  negledting  fo  to  do. 
Such  was  the  predicament  of  Government.     The  daring  attack  on 
the  (acred  perfon  of  the  King,    was  a  blow  at  monarchy— nay, 
niore,    it  (bmck  at  the  root  of  the  Conftitution.     But  this  attack 
aqport,  which  a^ravated  and  crowned  all  the  former  wickednefs  of 
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jning  men,  there  was  ample  ground  ia  the  allegations  (ct  foith 
)e  preamble  of  the  bill,  to  induce  the  Houfc  to  bring  forward 
pifs  lucii  a.  meafure  into  a  law.     There  was  nothing  brought  to 
ovc  the  dcfigns  of  the  focietics :   the  cafe  was  this,  their  guilt 
of  fuch  a  dcfcription,  that  it  did  not  go  fo  far  as  to  fubjed^  die 
idcrs  to  capital  punifhments,    as  in  cafes  of  treafon.     What 
muft  be  done  r   Were  tlicy  to  be  fuffered  to  proceed  in  fuch  a 
as  might  end  in  the  ruin  of  the  country,  becaufc  there  was  no 
ing  law  to  lay  iiold  of  their  fcditious  wickednefs  ?     Gentlemen 
icd  to  juftify  them  on  the  ground  of  excefs  of  patriorifm,  as- 
y  merely  of  venial  indifcretions.      He  appealed  to  tlieir  own 
jments,  and  authorities :    he  would  aflc  any  gentleman,   who 
tlieir  refolutions,  did  they  mean  no  more  than  parliamentary 
rm  ?  They  wifhed  to  overturn  the  Government  of  the  country  i 
:y  held  out  the  French  fyftem  as  a  model  of  imitation  to  Eng- 
This  could  not  be  controverted.      Did  not  the  proceedir^s 
cotland — did  not  the  debates  at  Chalk  Farm,  and  clfcwherc^ 
cicntly  juftify  him  in  making  fuch  a  charge  ?    The  Houfe  were 
iJy  in  pofleffion  of  numbcrlcfs  fac^s  to  fubftanttate  it.     It  was 
,  their  views  were  narrowed  fince  laft  year :    then,  they  pub- 
declared  that  they  (hould  never  petition  Parliament.     Now 
ftoop  to  petition.     The  honourable  gentleman  faid,  that  their 
canour  was  peacea'  le  and  orderly  ;   but  the  honourable  gentle- 
's appearance  for  the  moment  might  have  {ufiicient  wciglit  to 
;nd  the  operation  of  wickednefs.     While  gentlemen  of  fortune 
talents  attended  their  meetings,  they  might  be  willing  to  con- 
the  blnckncfs  of  their  defigns  ;  and  to  declare,  for  the  purpofc  of 
iving,  that  their  aim  was  honeft  and  conftitutional.     He  wifhed 
fk  the  Houfe,    was  not  the  general  notoriety  enough  to  juftify 
1  in  the  meafurc  ?      Was  not  this  the  ground  in  the  riot  z&  ? 
ook,"  faid  he,  "  to  the  precedents  of  the  Houfe,  you  will  find 
the  general  notoriety  was  all  on  which  the  bill  in  that  inftance 
founded;    and  yet  the  n^afurc  was  agreed  to  in  that  Houfc 
con.     What  were  we  to  think  of  the  conduct  of  our  anceftors 
ic  gunpowder  plot  r   Did  they  go  into  evidence  about  that  plot  ? 
they  done  fo,  jthe  Houfc  of  Commons  ought  to  have  been 
powder  proof.     Such  was  the  cafe  before  the  Houfe :   the  no- 
ty  was  fuch,  that  going  into  proot  would  be  ridiculous — for, 
•  not  the  Parliament  of  Copenhagen  Houfc,  Weftminfter,  and 
ihere,  fuppreffed,  the  freedom  of  debate  in  that  Houfe  would 
Kjnover — the  Brit i(h  Parliament,  as  confiding  of  King,  Lords, 
Commons,  would  be  crufhed  for  ever, 
ir.  JEKYLL  faid,  that  if  his  honourable  and  learned'  friend 
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oppofite  (die  Attorney  Gcnctal)  had  negleflcd  to  prdfecute  the  pcr- 
kns  guilty  of  the  crimes  which  were  fpoken  of  as  fo  daring  and  (o 
nutorious>  be  would  be  guilty  of  a  hi^  breach  of  duty  and  of  a 
wide  deviation  f»om  his  general  chara61er,  efpeciaily  when  that  nc- 
glcd  inight  have  led  to  confequences  fo  fatal  as  tbofe  apprehended- 
The  Hou&y  he  faid,  had  been  hurried  into  legiflative  ad^s  formerly, 
he  thought,  on  too  (light  foundation.  The  Habeas  Corpus  a<^ 
had  been  fufpendcd,  but  the  decency  of  a  regular  inquiry  had  then 
bcii  obfervcd.  What  was  the  evidence  on  which  they  were  now  re* 
quired  to  proceed  r  Nothing  of  the  nature  of  proof  or  neceffity 
had  been  offered  to  juftify  or  to  authorife  the  prefent  meafure  ;  no- 
thing was  contained  in  the  evidence  fent  down  from  the  other 
Houfe,  but  garbled  fads  which  could  fearce  form  the  ground  of  a 
warrant  of  oonunitment,  and  he  was  fure  that  no  honed  jury  could 
admit  diem  as  reafons  of  convidlion.  No  connexion  had  been 
diabliihcd  between  certain  proceedings  of  the  Correfpohding  Society, 
and  the  outrage  offered  to  His  Majeily,  or  any  thing  like  proof  of- 
fered of  the  dangerous  defigns  with  which  the  latter  was  branded. 
An  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Powys)  indeed,  with  a  happy 
flight  of  imagination^  which  he  himfelf  was  unable  to  follow,  had 
gone  from  Wellminfter  to  Copenhagen  Houfo,  yet  he  would  aflc 
whether  they  had  any  thing  but  the  imagination  of  the  honourable 
gendcman  to  conneft  the  Parliament  at  Wcftminfter  Hall,  wirh 
the  meetings  at  Copenhagen  Houfe  ;  or  to  edablifli  that  intentions 
were  dierc  entertained  of  a  criminal  nature  ?  If  it  was  true,  that 
the  people  had  nothing  to  do  with  laws  but  to  obey  them,  it  was., 
proper  that  the  Houfe  (faould  confider  well  the  laws  they  were  to 
impofc.  The  gunpowder  plot,  which  the  honourable  gentleman 
had  urged  as  a  precedent  for  adting  without  inquiry,  was  extremely 
unhappy;  for  there  the  gunpowder  was  found,  and  the  overt  a,ft 
was  indifputable.  There  was  no  reafon  to.believe,  though  Citizen 
Lee  was  the  printer  of  the  hand  bills  alluded  to,  that  they  did  not 
f^ginatc  from  the  fources  whence  they  had  been  faid  to  proceed, 
the  vcnr  contrivance  of  Miniftcrs  themfelvcs.  The  cafe  of  Dr. 
Titus  Oates  was  an  inftance  where,  for  their  own  purpofes,  the 
Minifficrs  of  Charles  the  Second  had  encouraged,  or  had  framed 
fimilar  machinations  to  thofc  of  the  prefent  Adminiihation.  That 
they  wcne  really  the  produ^Slion  of  Minifters  themfelves,  and  proptt-^ 
gated  for  their  defigns,  was  confirmed  by  the  fupinene(s  of  the  At- 
taocy  Generate*  by  whom  no  profecution  was  raifed,  ^nor  feemed  to 
be  defigned.  Such  then  were  the  pretences  on  which  they  were  re- 
quired to  pafs  two  bills,  one  of  which  aflaffinated  the  belt  privileges 
of  die  Conib'tution ;  the  other  gags  the  mouth  of  every  Britifh  fub- 
VoL.  XLllL  A  a 
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jeS ;    nor  did  they  tend,  in  their  operationi    to  meet  the  danger 
which  had  threatened  His  Majefty,  or  correfpond  to  the  outrage 
which  was  Aatcd  as  the  caufe  of  their  adoption.     A  gentlenoan 
(Mr.  Pitt)  on  the  other  fide  of  the  Houfe,  had  formerly  been  no 
fmall  admirer,  and  frequenter  of  debating  clubs,  though  he  feemed 
now  to  favour  their  fuppreflion,  and  to  join  with  the  late  Magiftratc, 
who  had  difplayed  fuch  diftinguifhed  zeal  for  difperfing  them.   Such, 
indeed,  had  been  his  love  of  debate,  that  he  had  even  harangued 
in  a  mafk  on  fome  occafions.     Now,  however,  he  had  pulled  oit 
the  maflc  and  difclofed  himfelf  in  his  true  charaden     With  regard 
to  the  inflammatory  hand  bills  and  publications  in  circulation,    he 
was  not  acquainted  with  their  contents,  as  they  had  never  fallen  in 
his  way ;    but  there  were  fome  diflfering  in  their  nature,  though 
equally  libellous  in  their  tendency,  equally  hoftile  to  the  principles 
of  the  Conftitution  ;  a  man  much  in  the  favour  of  Minifters,  a 
fervant  of  all  work,  had  writtten  a  book  in  which  he  nuintaincd, 
tliat  the  Britifli  Conftitution  was  an  eflcntial  monarchy,  and  that  the 
other  two  branches  of  it  were  derived  from  its  bounty  and  depcn- 
<lant  upon  its  favour.     He  faid,  that  if  the  Houfe  of  Commons  re- 
garded its  own  honour  and  dignity,  or  thofc  principles  which  were 
'recognifed  at  the  revolution,  they  would  not  allow  fuch  audacious 
libels  to  pafs  with  impunity.     He  (hould  feel  himfelf  an  apoAate 
from  the  fpirit  of  his  family,  and  unworthy  the  name  he  bore,  of 
a  great  and  venerable  ancedor,  long  diftinguifhed  for  his  (launch  at- 
tachment  to  the  principles  of  the  revolution,  if  he  did  not  reprobate, 
with  the  fincereft  indignation,  the  doctrines  of  this  modern  Sache- 1 
verel ;  and  he  thought  the  dignity  of  the  Houfe  was  loudly  called  i 
upon  to  inflitutc  a  profecution  againft  a  publication  which,    under 
the  very  aofpiccs  and  protedion  of  His  Majefty's  Minifters,   libelled 
the  Conftitution."     But,  faid  Mr.  Jekyll,  cannot  we  imagine  that 
a  Miniftcr,  unfucccfsful  in  every  undertaking  in  which  he  embark- 
ed, whofe  condud;  was  marked  by  a  train  of  fuch  diGafters  and  dif- 
gracc,  and  the  glaring  folly  of  whofe  nicafures  was  only  equalled 
by  the  obftinacy  with  which  he  perfeveres  in  tliem,  may  produce 
difcontcnt  and  diflatisfaflionr—^Cannot  we  conceive  that  the  con- 
templation of  fuch  incapacity,  and  the  preffure  of  fuch  misfortunes, 
may  have  produced  outrages  among  the  people  ?      Smarting  under 
the  fcourge  of  femine,  and  heated  by  the  view  of  their  lolTes,  and 
by  the  weight  of  the  grievances  which  the  accumulation  of  taxes 
and  the  ruin  of  their  induftry  occafioned,  what  wonder  was  there 
that  they  ftiould  proceed  to  unjuiliiiable  cxceffes?     The  Minirter 
himfelf  was  fenfible  diat  the  temper  of  a  people  mud  be  rdUfcd  by 
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fufioing  to  a  pitch  of  dlfcontent  ready  to  burft  forth  into  an  open 
difplay  of  dctcftation.  When  the  Minifter  of  this  country  thought 
himfcif  unfafe  without  the  guard  of  a  hundred  conftables  to  attend 
apon  him  at  a  city  feaft,  could  they  doubt  that  he  was  convinced  his 
onTimeafures  had  produced  a  juft  unpopularity >  and  that  it  was  unne- 
cc&Tj  to  feek  for  the  caufc  of  outrage  in  a  fettled  averfion  to  Roy- 
alty. To  this,  indeed,  has  the  Minifter  brought  his  country,  that 
he  can  no  longer  bear  the  odium  of  his  fellow  citizens,  and  now 
he  devifed  laws  to  reprefs  th«  difplay  of  thefc  feelings.  He  was 
now  to  flop  their  mouths,  not  indeed  with  bread,  but  to  wreft 
from  them  the  xniferable  confolation  of  complaint.  Though  the 
Minifter  had,  in  fome  meafure,  abandoned  that  obnoxious  claufe 
by  which  the  confidence  of  private  families  was  to  be  violated,  he 
^Ad  erected  Magiftrates  into  judges  of  logic,  of  rhetoric,  and  of 
political  opinions,  and  the  immediate  executioners  of  a  rapid  and 
arhitrary  fentcnce,  which  they  were  entitled  to  pronounce.  Shielded 
by  rhcfc  ena£tments,  the  Minifter  might  venture  to  appear  in  pub- 
lic, nor  dread  the  opinion  of  the  people  on  affiiirs  with  which  they 
»erc  prohibited  from  intermeddling,  nor  fear  that  rcfcntment  which 
thcv  were  prohibited  in  any  way  to  teftify.  When  the  Sovereign 
U  infulted  for  the  adium  of  minifterial  meafures,  and  a  few  indi- 
viduals break, into  indecent  exceffes,  the  whole  people  of  England 
arc  to  be  deprived  of  their  liberties.  Before  the  Houfc  could  de- 
termine upon  a  meafure  fo  fatal  to  the  Conftitution,  and  fo  injurious 
to  the  people  of  England,* they  ought  to  require  more  evidence  than 
that  on  which  they  were  called  to  proceed,  and  that  evidence  could 
only  be  obtained  by  the  inquiry. 

Sir  JAMES  SANDERSON  rofe,  principally  to  vindicate  his 
fOfvduft  when  he  fuftained  the  office  of  Lord  Mayor.  The  pro- 
ceedings of  the  popular  alTemblies.then  held  in  the  city  (1792) 
were  alarming  in  their  nature,  when  they  proceeded  fo  far  as  to 
iciare,  that  this  country  could  not  be  governed  fo  well  in  any  way 
« in  the  form  of  a  Commonwealth.  He  faid,  every  thing  which 
had  fince  happened  convinced  him  that  Parliament  had  not  a  mo- 
Jncnt  to  lofe  in  putting  a  ftop  to  the  dangerous  proceedings  of  thefe 
political  clubs.  If  Parliament  did  not,  the  Conftitution  was  at 
Ttake,  and  foon  would  be  gone. 

Mr.  CURWEN  faid,  that  the  laws  of  this  country  were  am- 
ply fufficient  for  the  purpbfe  of  fupprcfling  criminal  attempts  on  the 
Conftitution,  and  he  was  convinced,  that  if  they  were  not  properly 
executed,  it  arofe  from  the  fccret  views  of  Miniftcrs  themfelves. 
He  believed,  in  his  confcience,  that  thefe  men,  now  defcribed  as 
1^  dai^erous  to  tlie  Government,  were  allowed  to  proceed  in  their 
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plans  to  turn  the  public  attention  from  an  abominable  war,  which 
was  begun  without  neceflityy  and  in  oppofition  to  the  intereft  of 
this  countiy,  and  to  the  maxims  of  found  policy,  which,  in  its 
continuance,  had  been  pregnant  with  ruin  and  mifery.  He  could 
never  forget,  that  fome  years  ago,  when  it  had  been  propofed  to 
inveftigate  the  (hite  of  feditious  meetings  in  this  country,  the  MU 
nifter  had  undervalued  their  importance,  and  affeded  to  confider  them 
as  too  inconftderable  to  merit  the  particular  interference  of  the 
Houfe.  For  his  own  part,  ht  had  no  connexion  with  feditious 
meetings.  He  even  difapproved  of  many  of  their  proceedings, 
•nd  ihould  not  be  adverfe  to  put  a  flop  to  them  if  poflTible.  Yet 
he  confidered  thofc  men  as  ftill  more  dangerous  who  reprobated  the 
conduft  of  juries,  and  endeavoured  to  bring  them  into  fufpicion. 
Every  man  who  valued  the  Conftitution  rejoiced  in  the  acquittal  of 
the  perfons  alluded  to.  An  attempt  was  di^eflly  made  to  ftrctch 
the  law,  and  to  raifc  into  the  guilt  of  treafon  offences  which 
amounted  to  no  more  than  mifdemeanors^  If  the  hand-bills  fo 
frequently  mentioned  really  were  circulated,  they  ought  to  have 
been  punifhed.  As  no  profecution  ever  was  raifed,  he  could  not 
believe  that  they  exifted. 

The  cafe  to  which  the  honourable  gentleman  referred,  of  the 
gunpowder  plot,  was  by  no  means  in  point.  An  overt  adl,  really 
under  the  obfervation  of  the  Houfe,  might  be  a  reafon  for  proceed- 
ing without  inveftigaton  ;  but  the  ground  of  notoriety  was  not  fuf- 
ficient,  becaufe  no  connexion  between  the  meetings  of  any  Societj', 
and  the  outrage  on  His  Majefty,  was  eftabliflied  by  it.  With  re- 
gard to  the  liand-bills,  he  would  have  confidered  himfeif  a  traitor 
if  he  had  met  with  fuch  hand-bills  without  taking  meafurcs  to 
bring  them  to  light;  yet  it  fecms,  on  the  prcfent  occafion,  no  dif- 
pofition  had  been  difcovcrcd  to  puniih  the  authors  of  them.  The 
Minifter  had  endeavoured  to  brand  every  man  who  differed  from 
him  with  the  fouleft  imputations.  He  adverted  to  thofe  converts 
whom  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  made  to  his  party.  It  was 
the  fevereft  blow  which  the  Government  could  receive.  All  confi- 
dence in  the  Virtue  of  public  charadlers  was  dcftroycd.  When  the 
world  faw  thofc  very  characters  who  had  mod  ftrenuoufly  exerted 
themfelves  in  opppfition  to  his  meafures,  and  who  had  reprobated 
him  as  the  enemy  of  the  Conftitution,  fo  (bon  forget  their  profcf- 
fions,  and  join  in  the  fupport  of  every  part  of  his  fyftem,  they 
would  juftly  be  filled  with  indignation.  When  men  abandon  their 
principles,  and  defcend  to  all  the  mean  and  felfifh  condud  which 
they  formerly  were  the  firft  to  condemn,  was  it  wonderful  that  a 
contempt  of  the  Government  and  a  diflike  to  the  ConfUtution  was 
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asked  }     When  groaning  under  the  miferies  which  fuch  combi* 

ndan  pn)duccd»  and  the  burdens  which  preiTed  conftantly  upon 

them,  amidft  a  univerfal  diffidence  entertained  of  public  men,  was 

it  matter  of  furprife  that,  under  the  weight  of  fuch  evil^,  an  attack 

was  made,  which  exprefled,  in  a  moft  unfortunate  and  unbecoming 

manner^  the  general  indignation?    The  country  now  was  wom^ 

down  by  cahmity  and  diftrefs,  and  experienced  the  hitter  fruits  of 

that  confidence  which  had  been  fo  liberally  and  fo  unwifely  repofed 

in  die  i%ht  honourable  gendeman.    He  infixed  upon  the  neceflfity  of 

having  evidence  before  them  on  the  prefent  occaiion.     He  would 

not  truft  the  reprefentadons  of  the  right  honourable  gendeman.    His 

condud  difplayed  a  uniform  iyftem  .of  deluiion  and  impofture.    At 

the  opening  of  the  feiTion  Miniftcrs  extolled  the  peaceable  and  loyal 

temper  of  the  people,  the  overthrow  of  French  principles,  which 

the  war  had  eflfedted,  and  afterwards  came  to  propofe  laws  for  the 

fuppreflion  of  turbulence  and  fedidon,  the  necefTity*  of  which  they 

defended,  upon  events  which  happened  prior  to  that  period.     If 

the  decided  oppofition  which  had  been  raifed  to  the  pernicious  mea- 

fures  of  adminiftration,  and  the  lofs  of  confidence  that  attended 

them  without  doors,  (hould  produce  a  change  of  Minifters,  he 

caurioned  thofe  who  had  fo  honourably  diftinguifhed  themfelves  by 

their  bold  and  manly  redflance  of  the  prefent  unconftitutional  bills, 

againfl  renouncing  thofe  profelTions  which  they  now  held.  He  thought 

that  the  reftoration  of  confidence  in  public  men  was  effential  to 

the  hap{»nefs  of  this  country,  and  that  the  lofs  of  it  had  been  the 

caufe  by  which  difcontcnt  had  been  produced  and  cherifhed.     He 

faid,  he  looked  upon  the  conduA  of  the  Houfe  in  refufing  inquiry 

where  it  ought  to  havjc  taken  place,  and  in  their  carelefs  fuperinten- 

dance  of  the  public  money,  as  well  as  in  their  implicit  acquief- 

cence  in  every  miniderial  measure,  as  little  dcfarving  refpefl  ;  nor 

did  he  believe  the  people,  in  the  difference  of  their  fituation,  to 

exerdfe  fo  much  partiality  in  their  judgement.     What  muft  they 

think  of  fuch  a  condufV  ?  But  efpecially  what  mufl  they  think  of  the 

enomtKnis  penfion  beftowed  upon  Mr.  Burke,  to  whofc  private  virtues 

he  believed  much  regard  was  due  ?  But  in  the  mode  in  which  it  had 

been  bcdowed  Mr.  Burke's  charader  had  been  degraded.     Had  he  • 

really  defended  it  In  a  national  view,  it  fhould  have  come  before 

Parliament;  yet  there  he  would  have  oppofed  it.     Even  public 

virtue  was  not,  he  thought,  always  to  receive  public  remuneration. 

Liberality  of  rewards  rendered  the  purity  of  the  motive  fufpcded, 

and  injured  the  general  caufe  of  public  virtue  and  patriotifm.    The 

cnnfcioufncfs  of  having  difcharged  their  duty  was  the  beft  and  moft 

Dne<^uiyocal  reward. of  public  fcrvices..     He  again  preflcd  the  ncr 


174  PARLIAMENTARY  [Commons. 

ccffity  of  waiting  for  evidence,  which,  rf  it  cxifted,  an  inquiry 
would  bring  forward.  The  prefent  meafure  was  too  weak  for  ac- 
tual infurredion,  too  f^rong  for  the  actual  (late  of  the  country. 
He  utterly  dift)elieved  the  h&s  ftated  by  Minifters ;  they  were  fo 
much  in  tlie  habit  of  impofing  on  the  credality  of  the  people.  He 
thought  the  pretence  of  the  outrage  was  affumed  to  divert  the  pub- 
lic attention  from  the  ruinous  and  dedrudtive  war  in  which «Mi- 
niflers  had  involved  us  ;  and  that  Minifters  would  not  decline  the 
inquiry,  but  from  a  confcioufnefs  of  their  inability  to  produce  any 
evidence. 

Mr.  H AWKIN&  BROWNE  contended,  that  the  exifting  laws 
were  infufEcient  to  the  prefervation  of  the  country  from  treafon 
and  fedition,  in  the  new  (hapes  it  had  of  late  aifumed.     He  faid, 
the  conduft  of  His  Majefty's  Minifters  had  been  inveftigated,  and 
the  refult  was,  that  an  increafe  of  confidence  had.  been  given  to 
them^    The  majority  of  that  Houfe  could  have  no  motive  for  fup- 
porting  the  Minifter,  if  they  did  not  think  it  their  own  and  the 
GomnrK>n  intcreft.      It  was  true,  the  Houfe  ought  to  be  extremely 
guarded  in  pafting  laws  to  reftrain  liberty ;  they  fliould  neither  be 
ftrong  nor  too  weak,  but  confult  the  ncceflity  of  the  time.      In  his 
opinion,  the  notoriety  of  the  fedition  was  enough  to  fubftantiate  the 
charge  on  the  prefent  occafton.     There  were  various  opinions  of 
the  extent  of  the  guilt ;  but  all  were,  in  fome  degree,  agreed  in  its 
cxiftence.     Gentlemen  were  refponlible  to  themfdves  and  their 
pofterity  to  prevent  and  fupprefs  it.      It  was  plain  that  the  clubs 
and  meetings  in  queftion  wanted  to  excite  tumult  and  revolution  in 
the  country.     They  followed  die  example  of  France,  and  wiibed 
to  introduce  French  principles,  to  the  fubverfion  of  older,  law, 
and' religion. 

The  civil  wars  of  France  were  more  bloody  than  thofe  of  thi? 
country ;  but  even  in  this  country  great  bloodftied  and  calamit}'  had 
been  the  confcquence  of  fuch  evils.  The  notoriety  itfelf  was  fuf- 
Hcient  to  juftify  Minifters  in  bringing  in  the  bill ;  but  the  cafe  was 
made  ftronger,  when  gentlemen  conlldered  the  Report  of  the  StlcOt 
Committee,  appointed  to  infpeft  the  papers  of  the  Correfpond- 
ing  Society.  The  fadis  that  appeared  were  nevet  contradided ; 
.whoever  read  this  Report,  and  the  proceedings  of  the  trials  for 
high  treafon,  could  have  no  doubt  but  the  pcrfons  were  guilty  of 
great  mifdemcanors,  though  they  had  been  acquitted  of  the  charge 
of  high  treafon.  He  afkcd  gentlemen,  did  they  confider  what 
was  paffing  on  the  great  theatre  of  Eumpe  ?  A  country,  the  moft 
flouriftiing  fcven  years  ago,  was  now  reduced  to  a  ftate  of  the  low- 
«ft  degradation  ;  and  if,  on  a  coroparifon  even  of  French  dcfpotifm 
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irhh  the  anarchy  that  prevailed  at  prefent,  and  that  wds  likdf  to 
prevaiU  nobody  could  deny  but  the  former  condition  was  much  pre- 
fcf^lc  to  the  prefcnt  Republican  liberty.  This  dcfolation,  he 
contended,  took  place  in  confequence  of  clubs  and  focieties,  and  k 
behoved  this  country  to  guard  againft  themifchief.  "The  queffioo 
before  the  Houfe  was,  whether  they  would  go  into  a  Committee  to 
fi^ftantiate  a  charge  which  was  notorious  i  To  this  motion  he  did 
norhcfitate  to  give  his  negative. 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  declared  himfelf  deeply  im- 
prcfled  with  a  fenfc  of  the  importance  of  the  mcafure  now  broi^g^ 
into  Parliament.     He  was  perfuaded,  that  the  very  exJftencc  of 
the  country  was  at  ftake,  and  that  no  man  was  worthy  of  enjoyii^ 
the  bleflings  of  thc^Conftitution  who  refufed  or  was  afraid  to  (hue 
his  leading  views  on  the  queffion.     Had  he  not  been  influenced  by 
this  conGdcration,  he  (hould  have  fat  fUent  at  prefcnt,  and  liflened 
to  objediions,  after  which  he  meant  to  have  ftated  his  opinion  re- 
fpe£lif^  what  tliis  Houfe  (hould  adopt  or  rcjedt  for  the  public  inte- 
rdl«     But  he  was  compelled  from  circumdances  to  fpeak  in  this 
early  fiage  of  the  bufmefs.     The  learned  gentleman  then  went 
into  a   vindication  of  himfelf  in  the  profecution  of  Hardy  and 
others  ibr  high  treafon ;  particularly  for  not  indidling  them  for  mif- 
demeanors  and  feditious  pradices  ;  and  declared  it  as  his  firm  opL» 
nion,  that  he  could  bring  no  other  charge  againil  the  perfons  ac- 
cufed  than  he  had  brought;  more  efpecially  as  Parliament  had 
ftated  its  proceedings,  and  had  declared  that  a  confpiracy  adually 
exifled.     He  vindicated  both  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  the  juiy, 
and  himfelf,  with  refpeA  to  die  acquittal  of  the  prifoncrs.     He 
ftated,  that  his  bufinefs  was  fimply  to  determine,  whether  or  no 
there  Was  ground  of  accufation  (or  the  crime  of  high  treafon  ?  This 
was  admitted  by  the  Grand  Jury,  and  therefore,  added  the  learned 
gentleman,  it  was  my  duty  to  follow  up  the  indictment,  and  fub* 
init  the  whole  of  the  matter  to  the  jury  for  their  decifion.     It  was 
matter  of  great  confolatien  to  him,  that  there  was  no  point  of  law 
in  which  he  had  been  miftaken  ;  but  if  the  lionourablc  gentleman 
(Mr.  Curwen)  infinuated  that  he  had  failed  in  any  part  of  his  duty 
on  that  occafion,  the  greateft  mark  of  friendlhip  he  had  to  rcqueft 
was,  that  he  would  follow  up  his  charge  with  a  motion,  and  enable 
him  to  meet  it.     He  flattered  himfelf  he  had  done  his  duty  to  this 
Houfe,  to  himfelf,  and  his  children.     He  now  adted  confcientioufly, 
as  one  who  had  a  confidcrable  (lake  in  the  country.     It  was  one  of 
the  bleflings  of  our  Conftitution,  that  an  induArious   man  might 
rife  to  an  honourable  fituatton  ;  and  forry  (hould  he  be,  were  any 
«f  his  children,  at  die  age  of  twenty-one,  nut  to  feel  the  fame  in^ 
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centive  to  indufiiy  as  himfelf.     It  has  been  indnuated,  iaid  the 
learned  gentleman,  that  I  (hould  have  giyen  up  the  profecution  at 
the  dofeof  the  evidence;  but  were  either  the  Judges^  who  arbi* 
trated  in  this  caufe,  or  the  Counfelon  the  other  fide^  of  this  opi^ 
nton?  I  appeal  to  them,  individually  and  coUeAively,  whether  I 
could  have  done  lefs  than  I  did  ?     But  the  bill  before  us  has  been 
called  an  outrage  on  the  Bill  of  Rights.     Let  me  remind  gentle* 
men,,  that  upon  prefling  occaflons  the  Habeas  Corpus  ad  has  been 
fufpended  again  and  again ;  and  yet,  by  the  occafionai  fufpeniion  of 
this  atfty  are  we  indebted  for  our  prefent  fecurity,  and  freedom  of 
deliberation.     Our  grand  inquiry  is,  v.'hether,  by  the  prefent  bill» 
we  can  better  fecure  the   Conftitution  of  this  country  in  King, 
Lords,  and  Commons  i     The  delicacy  and  difficulty  attending  die 
prefent  meaftire,  he  acknowledged  to  be  in  the  exteniion  of  power 
which  it  gave  to  the  magiftrates ;  but  there  was  a  counterpoife  and 
principle  of  re-a<5lion  in  the  principles  of  our  Conflitution  to  check 
the  undue  exteniion  of  temporary  ads.     The  quedion  is,  whether 
the  iituation  of  this  country,  at  prefent,  is  fuch,  that  a  lefler  evil 
(hould  be  adopted  to  prevent  a  greater  ?     His  affirmative  anfwcr  to 
this  quedion  would  lead  him  to  vote  in  favour  of  the  bill.     He 
had  feen  two  hand-bills ;  one  was  entitled  "  The  Rights  of  Kings  ;'* 
and  the  other,  •*  The  Summary  of  the  Duties  of  Cidzen(hip ;" 
both  written  for  the  Members  of  the  London  Correfponding  So- 
ciety.    He  read  them  to  the  Houfe,   in  fubftance  as  follows: 
•*  That  the  t)'rants  of  England  may  be  divided  into  feveral  clailes ; 
that  moft  fatal  co  the  felicity  of  a  country  are  governors  of  all  de- 
fcriptions^  prices,  foldiers,    and   lawyers."     After  afperfing  the 
monarch,  they  fay,  **  We  are  perplexed  with  another  dcfcripdon 
of  tyrants— men  who  hallow  the  Divinity.    The  Books  of  Mofes, 
and  of  Chrid,  anfwcr  to  the  cobweb  charters  of  date,  produced  in 
-fupport  of  pious  fraud,  and  were  never  written  by  the  men  whofe 
names  they  bear ;  thefe  men  have  been  in  all  ages  the  defenders  of 
defpotifm;  let  us  go  on  enlightening  the  country,  &c."     Another 
book,  *'  The  Rights  of  Kings,"  (publifhed  by  Citizen  Lee,«printer 
to  the  Correfponding  Society,  at  the  %n  of  the  Britith  Tree  of 
Liberty)  (btes,  **  that  the  curfe  of  the  Almighty  to  man  is  Kingly 
government.      Wherever  this  is  eftabliihcd,    the  country  grows 
pale,  and  the  inhabitants  enervated  through  fubjcdlion  and  depra- 
vity, &c."     It  has  been  aiked,  why  does  not  the  Attorney  Gene«- 
lal  profecutc  fuch  publifliers  ?     Not  only  has  there  not  been  fuf- 
ficient  dme,  but  it  has  not  been  in  my  power  to  profecute  them,  fo 
as  they  may  prove  mod  to  the  advantage  of  my  country.     BeGdes, 
the  methods  adopted  for  the  circulation  of  diefc  libellous  publlca- 
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tions  is  pcrfc6lly  itiocleniy  and  i)ecomes  one  of  the  main  engines  in 
the  hands  of  thcfc  focietics.     You  go  into  a  libel  (hop  ;  on  one  fide 
you  behold  nothing  but  ufeful  commodities  in  a  way  of  trade,  and 
in  the  other  fide  nothing  is  to  be  found  but  libels.     After  all,  the 
qucition  remains,  whether  the  profecution  of  fuch  offences  would 
be  an  eflfedual  reftraint  or  prevention  of  them  in  future  ?     My 
(ipinion  is,  that  it  is  impofTible  for  the  laws  of  the  country,  as  they 
now  fiand,  to  deal  with  fuch  publications,  according  to  their  circu- 
lation and  tendency,  or  that  they  are  adequate  to  meet  the  evil. 
No  wonder,  therefore,  if  thefe  publications  are  multiplied  aJ  hifi- 
nliumy  for  the  exprefs  puipofe  of  grappling  with,  and  rendering 
tiie  provifions  of  the  law  infuffictent.     If  the  clubs,  indeed,  had 
changfcd  their  principles,  the  fandlions  propofed  to  be  impofed  would 
be  unhec^flary.     If  we  refer  to  the  year   1792,  we  find  thefc 
diibs  circiilatihg  the  publications  of  other  men,  which  Aate  that 
there  ou^t  to  be  no  King  in  this  country  ;  that  annual  Parliaments 
and  univcrfal  fufirage  are  the  unalienable  rights  of  men,  indepen- 
dent of  Parliament ;  and  that  Parliament  is  but  an  ufurper  of  the 
rights  of  men.     So  long  as  there  remained  a  King  in  another  coun- 
tiy,  the  Correfponding  Society  addrefied  the  clubs  in   France  ;• 
viven  the  King  there  was  afterwards  cut  off,  through  the  influence 
of  thefe  clubs,  this  Society  ftated,  that  they  hoped  foon  that  that 
country  would  fend  over  their  congratulations  to  a  National  Con- 
vention in  England ;  wliilO,  at  the  fame  time,  the  Englifh  and 
French  Societies  profefied  to  affiliate  with  each  other,  and  thofe  in 
France  concluded  that  they  hoped  foon  to  fend  to  the  foldiers  of 
Ei^and  pikes  and  bonnets  of  liberty.     Vou  will  recoiled  alfo 
what  pafied  in  the  Scotch  Convention — at  Chalk  Farm— and  the 
Globe  Tavern,  when  they  declare  their  refolution  no  longer  to  pe- 
tidon  King,  Lords,  and  Commons,  (though  of  late  they  have 
talked  of  Aooping  thus  low)  whom  they  ftile  their  "  enemies,  plun- 
derers, and  oppreifore"  but  that  they  would  adopt  other  meafures, 
evidendy  calculated  to  overthrow  the  Conftitution  of  this  country. 
Let  nic  afk  alfo,  whether  it  follows,  that  bccaufe  the  perfons  tried 
for  high  trcafon  were  not  convided,  there  is  no  need  of  any  legif- 
latlvc  reftriftions,  noi*  any  check  to  be  put  upon  feditious  meetings  ? 
My  firm  opinion  is,  that  it  is  impoflible  there  can  be  any  lading 
national  peace,  fo  long  as  thoTe  meetings  arc  fufFered  to  proceed 
haraifing  and  impeding  magiftracy.    A  law  is  wanted  to  check  fuch 
pradiccs  as  were  never  before  known  in  fuch  latitude  in  this  coun- >^ 
try  1  this,  I  know,  cannot  be  done  without,  in  fome  degree,  p^K 
ting  a  reftraint  upon  others ;  hut  faius  populi  fuprema  Ivc  ejl 
dcfirc  to  know,  arid  to  appeal  to  any  man,  whether  the  ^tty 
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the  Correfpondlng  Society  at  Copenhagen  Moufe,  and  their  fenti* 
ments,  fuch  as  I  have  ftated,  does  not  bear  a  ftrong  affinity  with 
the  daring  outrages  on  the  King  on  the  Thurfday  following  *  I  do 
not  mean  that  all  who  attended  thofe  meetings  adopted  fuch  violent 
proceedings  ;  but  the  mifchief  that  was  purfued  and  intended,  may 
cafily  be  traced  to  thofe  publications  and  meetings  of  the  focictics,  to 
thofe  efpecially  where  money  is  paid  to  the  preachers  of  fedition. — 
.The  tendency  of  thefe  is  to  deprave  and  warp  the  minds  of  thofe  in- 
dividuals, who  are  not  well  informed  what  bleffings  they  enjoy  in 
this  country,  and  who  are  thereby  naturally  and  ftrongly  impelled 
to  do  inflammatory  a(fts,  dangerous  to  fociety,  and  dcftruftive  to 
the  Conftitution.  The  queftion  to  be  confidercd  is,  whether  the 
bill  brought  into  this  Houfe,  upon  the  notoriety  of  the  fa6Vs  ftated, 
IS  to  be  fan^ioncd  by  us  ?  In  a  future  ftage  of  its  progrefs,  I  fhall 
debate  more  at  length,  on  the  provifions  of  this  bill.  Thefe  will 
require  great  deliberation  ;  whilft  a  regard  to  the  public  fafety  calls 
upon  us  to  facrifice  a  part  of  public  liberty  for  a  time,  that  wc  may 
more  firmly  fecure  a  continuance  of  the  remainder.  I  wi(h  at  prc- 
fertt  merely  to  recSify  one  miftake. — When  perfons  fuppofe  that 
this  bill  goes  to  diflurb  private  and  family  meetings,  and  the  enjoy- 
ment of  innocent  mirth,  they  egregtoufly  miftake  its  tendency  ;  nor 
is  it  calculated  todifturb  any  club  which  any  rational  lover  of  free- 
dom would  wifh  ftiould  exift  in  this  country  ;  but  rather  it  puts 
clubs  of  another  defcription  under  certain  regulations,  which  the 
neccflity  of  tlie  cafe  juftifies  Parliament  in  fo  doing. 

Mr.  FOX  faid,  that  he  did  not  wifti,  in  theprefent  ftage  of  the 
bufinefs,  unneceffarily,  to  detain  the  Houfe  ;  he  would  principally 
aJ\?ert  to  what  had  fallen 'from  the  honourable  and  learned  gentle- 
man who  had  laft  fpoken,  who  had  gone  into  a  very  wide  field,  and 
introduced  different  topics,  partly  of  a  perfonal  nature,  and  partly  of 
a  more  general  defcription,  as  applying  to  the  queftion  before  the 
Houfe.  He  was  not  one  of  thofe  who  thought  that  the  Attorney 
Gt^ncral  ought  not,  in  the  recent  inftances,  which  had  been  referred 
to  in  the  courfe  of  debate,  to  have  profccuted  for  high  treafon.  The 
declaration  of  the  two  Houfes  on  that  fubjeft  was  decifive.  When- 
ever it  was  the  opinion  of  the  Attorney  General  tliat  perfons  had 
been  guilty  of  high  treafon,  it  was  his  bounden  duty  to  profecute. 
But  it  did  not  follow,  that  becaufe  thofe  perfons  had  been  acquitted 
of  the  crime  of  high  treafon,  that  if  they  had  been  tried  upon  a 
different  charge,  they  would  hzvc  been  found  guilty  of  a  mifde- 
mcanor.  tie  had  no  doubt,  that  under  this  alteration  of  the  charge, 
the  jury  would  have  confcientioufly  exercifed  their  judgment,  and 
brought  in  an  honeft  verdid  according  to  the  circumftances  of  xhc 
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cafe.  The  honourable  gentleman  faid,  that  acquittal  did  not  dif- 
provc  guilt.  He  was  not  one  of  thofe  who  would  contend  that 
acquittal  was  a  decifive  or  unequivocal  proof  of  innocence.  I  n  con-  - 
mon  cafes  there  were  many  circumftanccs  that  might  engender  doutt 
as  to  the  queflion  of  guilt  or  innocence.  Firft,  when  the  exiftcnce 
of  the  offence  was  afccrtained,  the  difficulty  was  to  prove  by  whom 
it  had  been  commitred,  to  what  particular  quarter  the  guilt  (hould 
attach.  Secondly, .  even  when  there  was  a  moral  certainty,  'with 
refpedtto  the  authors  of  the  offence,  there  was  often  extreme  diffi- 
culty in  bringing  home  the  charge  to  t'lc  individual,  by  legal  proof. 
Neither  of  thefe  circumftanccs  however,  exifted  in  the  cafe  of  the 
individuals  tried  for  high  trcafon.  There  could  neither  be  doubt 
as  to  their  perfons,  nor  difficulty  in  proving  that  they  were  the 
authors  of  the  afts  charged  againft  them.  They  were  acquitted  by 
a  jury  not  lefs  refpcftablc  than  the  committee  of  that  Houfe  who 
Jiad  drawn  up  the  report  refped^ing  their  proceedings.  He  would 
fay  not  lefs  refpcdlable,  from  their  fituation  in  life;  and  in  his  opinion, 
not  lefs  rcfpeftable,  becaufe  they  were  removed  from  thofe  objeiSs 
of  ambition  which  might  be  fuppofed  to  have  had  fome  influence 
with  the  members  of  that  committee,  and  which  fome  of  them  fincc 
might  hate  been  deemed  pretty  well  to  have  attained.  In  the 
courfe  of  thebufinefs,  he  had  been  early  convinced  of  the  want  of 
evidence  fufficient  to  convidl  thofe  men,  and  had  broadly  dated  his 
fcntiments  on  that  fubjedl ;  but  the  honourable  gentleman  had  faid, 
that  Mr.  Erikine  and  Mr.  Gibbs,  the  prifoners*  counfel,  thought 
differently.  For  one  of  thofe  gentlemen,  from  habits  of  long  inti-  "^ 
macy,  he  entertained  fentiments  of  'the  highcft  regard  and  friend- 
(hip  ;  for  the  other,  fiom  all  he  had  heard  of  him,  he  had  been 
taugh  to  think  with  the  greateft  refpefl.  But  he  (hould  not  have 
fell  for  one  that  ardent  friendfhip,  nor  (hould  he  have  deemed  the 
other  entitled  to  that  fincere  refpedl,  if,  in  a  queftion  of  life  and 
death,  where  they  weVc  called  upon  to  ad  as  counfel,  from  any 
fpcculation  of  their  own,  with  refpcd  to  the  guilt  or  innocence  of 
the  prifoners,  or  with  refpefl  to  the  nature  of  evidence,  they  had 
ncglefled  to  fct  up  that  defence  which  was  infallibly  calculated  to 
tive  the  lives  of  their  clients.  Was  it  in  confequencc  of  the  refult 
of  the  trials  that  the  bills  were  brought  in  ? ,  He  was  told  that  not 
from  thefe  trials  onlyf  but  from  their  fubfequent  proceedings  that 
the  dangerous  temper  of  thefe  meetings  had  been  proved,  and  that 
their  mifchtcvous  tendency  could  not  be  corrected,  exc?*pt  by  fome 
new  legiflativc  regulation.  He  would  appeal  toMinifters  whathad' 
been  the  efFeci  of  the  former  regulations  they  had  adopted.  Had 
d)cy  not  fufpendcd  the  Habeas  Corpus  ad,  upon  grounds  which' 
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he  muft  furcly  contend  to  be  flight,  and  fuch  as  by  no  means  to  have 
warranted  (b  violent  a  meafurc  ?  Had  thcv  not  afterwards  renewed  that 
fufpcnfion?  The  fufpenfion,  however,  they  had  afterwards  allowed  to 
drop  during  the  interval  of  the  fitting  of  Parliament.  He  had  con- 
gratulated himfelf  at  the  beginning  of  the  Scflipn,  when  he  heard 
|Iis  Majcfty  talk  of  the  fpirit  of  order  and  fubmiflion  to  the  laws, 
which,  with  a  very  few  exceptions,  had  difcovercd  itfelf  among  his 
faithful  fubjctSs.  Coupling  this  declaration  with  the  condu6\  of 
Minifiers,  in  allowing  the  fufpenfion  of  the  Habeas  Corpus  to  drop, 
he  had  flattered  himfelf  that  Minifters  had  now  renounced  the 
opinion,  that  the  evil  to  be  dreaded  from  certain  principles  would  be 
diminifhed  by  vigorous  judicial  proceedings,  and  thp  prqfecutjon  of 
thq  war  with  France.  He  did  not  think  for  his  own  part  that  the 
evil  was  in  any  degree  diininifhed  ;  but  he  conceived  that  Minifters 
Jiad  begun  to  form  more  juft  opinions  on  the  fubjeft,  that  the)'  had 
begun  to  perceive  the  folly  and  inefficacy  of  their  former  mcafurcs, 
and  to  adopt  in  the  courfe  of  their  future  proceedings,  the  fuggeftions 
of  a  milder  fpirit  and  morcelightehcd  policy.  Unhappy,  however, 
for  the  country,  it  a;>pcared  from  the  prcfrnt  meafurc,  that  he  had 
been  miftakcn  in  thcfe  cxpcdations.  Was  it  in  confcquence  of  the 
meeting  at  Copenhagen  Houfe,  or  the  meeting  at  S;.  George's  Fields, 
that  they  had  been  induced  to  bring  forward  the  prcfent  bills  ? 
Both  thefe  meetings,  he  remarked,  had  t<ikcn  place  previous  to  the 
commencement  of  the  prcfent  fefiTion  of  Parliament,  "^hen  they  put 
into  the  mouth  of  His  Majefty,  a  declaration  of  the  fpirit  of  order 
and  fubmiflion  to  the  law,  which  had  manifeftcd  itfclf  in  the  country. 
Would  they  then  fay,  that  any  thing  which  had  occurred  at  tliofc 
piectings,  was  the  ground  of  their  prcfent  mcafures.  If  they  did 
(ay  fo,  he  defied  even  credulity  to  believe  them.  He  had  dated, 
that  notwithftanding  the  profecutions  which  had  been  carried  on 
in  this  country  ;  notwithftanding  the  ftill  more  difgraceful  judicial 
proceedings  in  Scotland,  which  exhibited  a  mere  mockery  of  jufticc ; 
ftill  hp  had  hopes,  from  the  conduct  of  Minifters,  in  allowing  the 
fufpenfion  of  the  Habeas  Corpus  to  drop,  that  law  vould  be  left  to 
its  courfe,  and  even  that  liberty  would  revive  ;  but  then  what  had 
happened  on  the  29th  of  dSober— that  outrage  on  His  Majefty, 
which  they  all  equally  deplored.  He  was  told  that  outrage  was  con- 
nedled  with  the  proceedings  of  certain  (bcieties.  He  was  referred 
for  proof  to  the  coincidence  in  point  of  the  rime,  and  the  notoriety 
of  their  tranfaClions,  Here  he  remarked,  that  while  Minifters  de- 
clined giving  that  proof  to  .which  the  Hnufe  was  entitled,  and  which 
they  ought  to  have  received  before  they  confented  to  entertain  a 
queftionoffuch  deep  importance  to  ^e  ConftitudoHj  they  brought 
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2  fort  of  evidence  which  was  worfe  than  all ;  evidence  was  bropghf 
from  a  proclamation  of  the  Executive  Governraent.  An  attempt 
was  made  fo  far  to  d^rade  the  Houfe,  ^s  to  bring  in  a  bill  upon 
the  evidexKX  of  a  proclamation  of  His  MajcUy's  Minifters.  Pa^  . 
of  the  honpumble  gentleman's  fpccch  he  confcffcd  had  ftrongly  afleft- 
cd  him-  He  talked  of  the  contempt  into  which  Parliannent  had 
fall<3i.  If  Parliament  were  fo  carelcfs  of  their  duty,  fo  loft  to  all 
fcnfc  of  character  as  to  take  a  proclamation  of  the  Executive  Govcmx 
mcnt  as  evidence  of  the  fads,  upon  which  they  were  to  ground  thpir 
fTixeedingSy  they  would  indeed  dcferve  diat  contempt  which  they 
were  &id  to  have  incurred.  The  honourable  gentleman  had  read  a 
n'jmbcr  of  papers,  in  order  to  (hew  the  atrocious  fpirit  and  danger*" 
Gus  views  of  the  pcrfons  who  compofed  thcfe  meetings.  It  was  ^. 
fort  of  evidence  which  he  confeffed  he  received  with  much  fufpicicai^ 
in  oonfequcncc  of  the  diftruft  with  which  he  was  accultomed  to  re- 
ceive every  fuch  coraniunlcatio^i  from  that  quarter  of  the  Hoijfe. 
It  fuch  £;iii^s  cxiikd,  as  had  been  ftated  by  the  honourable  gentle- 
mm,  why  were  they  not  brought  before  the  Houfe  in  fqch  a  way  a^ 
might  conftitute  a  proper  ground  for  their  proceedings  ?  Why 
o(^ht  not  the  Houfe  to  have  the  fpies  of  the  right  honourable  gpnr 
tkman  at  their  bar,  in  order  to  examine  (hem  as  to  their  report  of 
the  fads  which  might  have  oome  under  their  infpf^dion  ?  The 
l<nmed  gentleman  fays  that  fpies  are  inftruments  whom  Govern- 
ment has  at  all  times  found  necelfary  to  employ. 

Mr.  Fox  admitted  that^thcre  were  diiFcrcnt  forts  of  fpies.  Firft, 
there  were  perfons  who  might  by  chance  be  privy  to  fome  intelli- 
g'^nce,  which  they  might  deem  it  effential  for  the  interefts  or  .fafipty 
of  the  State  to  communicate,  and  thcfc  he  (hould  fet  down  as  ufe* 
fal  or  meritorious  fpies.  But  there  were  others  who  went  certain 
lengths  in  order  to  acquire  information,  ar^d  made  certain  facriiices^ 
in  order  more  completely  to  get  into  th^  fccrcts  of  others  ;  thcfe  he 
fliould  reckon  at  leaft  doubtful.  But  there  were  a  third  fort,  who, 
in  order  to  ferve  their  own  vile  purpofes,  indnuated  themfelves  into 
tlK  confidence  of  thpfe  whom  they  wiflied  to  betray,  not  only  af- 
icAcd  a  (imilarity  of  fentiment,  but  even  fpurred  and  goaded  them 
en,  prompted  them  to  adopt  more  violent  language,  and  more  re- 
prdienfiUe  propofitions^  than  they  would  otherwife  have  employed*— 
of  fuch  characters  thcxe  were  no  yrords  in  the  Englifh  language 
which  could  fufficiently  mark  his  contempt  ^nd  deteftation.  Thig 
was  the  drfcription  of  fpy,  which  moft  frequently  appeared  In  the 
ca(es  that  folicited  their  notice — the  trials  at  the  Old  Bailey.  In  all 
inifances  the  fpy  had  been  found  the  wpA  furious  in  his  fentiments, 
and  the  moft  intemperate  in  his.  Ungt^gc.     He  had  often  been  the 
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exaggerated  and  falfifying  reporter. of  thcfe  proceedings,  of  which  he 
himfclf  had  been  prime  mover  and  contriver. 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  here  interrupted  Mr.  Fox,  to 
tell  him  that  an  information  had  been  preferred  againft  one  of  the 
witneffcs  for  perjury,  but  had  not  b^en  proceeded  upon  by  the 
Grand  Jury. 

Mr.  FOX  refumed.  '  It  was  no  prbof  to  him  of  the  innocence 
of  the  man,  that  a  bill  had  not  bcch  found  againft  him.      But  he 
vt>uld  here  refer  to  the  trial  of  Walker,  of  Mancheftcr,  the  pro- 
ceedings on  which  were  of  fuch  a  nature,  that  they  made  his  blood 
run  cold,  whenever  he  read  or  thought  of  them.      Mr.  Walker 
was  not,  indeed,  put  in  peril  of  his  life,  for  it  required  the  oaths 
of  two  wirncfles  to  have  brought  him  to  condign  puniihmcnt ;  and 
fortunately  for  human  nature,  a  fecond  Dunn  was  not  to  be  found- 
But  he  was  put  in  hazard  of  his  charaiSer,  his  liberty,  and   his 
fortune  ;  and  in  thccourfe  of  the  trial  it  was  found,  that  the  perfon 
by  whom  he  was  accufed,  was  notorioufly  perjured.     Yet  on  the 
oath  of  this  very  man,  one  of  the  name  of  Paul,  had,  for  fomc  time, 
been  kept  in  prifon.- — Tobe  fure  he  was  liberated  upon  the  convic- 
tion of  the  perjury  of  his  accufer.     But  what  reparation  did  Mini- 
ftecs  ^rant  to  this  man,  thus  expofed  to  fufFer,  from  the  falfchood 
and  corruption  of  another  ?  It  was,  Turely,  the  dutj''  of  Government 
to  make  amends  to  the  innocent  individual,  fubjefted  to  the  difgrace 
and  hardships  of  confinement,  from  the  negligence  of  Minifters,  or 
the  depravity  of  their  agents.     The  honourable  gentleman  faid, 
that  thcfc  were  times  which  he  could  not  contemplate  without  the 
moft  fcrious  apprehenfions  with  refpcft  to  the  fote  of  all  who  were 
dear  to  him.     He  confcflcd  that  he  did  not  think  lefs  ferioufly  of 
the  times  dian  the  lionourablc  gcndcman.      It  had  been  afked, 
whether  it  was  fair  to  fet  down  die 'whole  of  the  friends  and  fup- 
porters  of  Minifters  as  in  a  confpiracy  againft  the  liberties  of  the 
country  ?  To  this  he  would  anfwer  by  another  queftion,  Did  not  the 
honourable  gentleman  believe  that  there  WTrc  in  the  Correfponding 
Society  men,  fomc  who  w*cre  morally  good,  and  who  were  by  no  means 
actuated  by  thofe  deteftable  views  and  malignant  pafTions,  which 
were,  upun  every  occafion,  indlfcriminately  afcribcd  to  the  whole  of 
the  body  ?  So  in  the  fame  way  he  might  believe,  that  there  were 
fom^  fupporters  of  Minifters,  who  really  meant  well,  though  they 
were  blind  dupes  of  the  folly,  or  unconfcious  inftruments  of  die 
wicked  policy  of  Minifters.     But  though  he  by   no  means' con- 
founded every  fupporter  of  Minifters  under  the  fame  cenfure  ;  yet 
if  he  faw  a  rooted  defign  on  the  part  of  Minifters,  to  invadt  the 
liberdcs  of  the  fubjcA,  followed  up  by  fucceffive  efforts,  all  direftcd 
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to  that  objcdy  he  fliould  think  himfelf  wanting  to  his  duty,  if  he 
did  not  t^e  all  peaceable  means  of  (Hrring  up  oppofition  on  the 
part  of  the  country,  to  the  progrcfs  of  their  meafures.     The  ho- 
nourable gentleman  has  fa^d,  that  as  much  practical  liberty  has  ex- 
iftcd  in  this  country,  as  was  enjoyed  under  any  Government,  con- 
fidently with  order.     He  faid,  continued  Mr.  Fox^  has  exifted, 
and  I  will  grant  his  proportion,  if  he  does  not  go  far  back  in  the 
hifton'  of  the  country,  nor  brings  down  the  date  of  that  liberty  to 
the  period  in  which  I  now  fpeak.      I  mean  no  pcrfonal  refleflion  ; 
bat  I  have  no  hefitation  in  faying,  that  fince  the  commencement  of 
the  reign  of  His  prefent  Majefty,  I  conceive  the  enjoyment  of  that 
freedom  to  have  ccafed.     The  honourable  gentleman  thinks  that 
the  liberty  of  this  country  has  been  fupported  by  the  checks  which 
it  has  received  from  occafional  interruptions.      I,  on  the  contrarj^, 
tiiink,  that  under  the  circumdances  of  our  Government,  that  liberty 
never  would  have  been  fupported,  had  not  the  enormous  influence 
of  the  Crown  been  counteraded  by  the  liberty  of  the  prefs,  and'the 
liberty  of  fpeech.     The  operation  of  the  prefent  bill  would  interrupt 
the  meeting  of  clubs,  occafional  attendance  on  which  formed  the 
chief,  if  not  the  fole,  luxury  of  perfons  in  certain  ftations.     [A  cry 
ifn^  !  «5.]     If  it  did  not  do  fo,  he  could  only  fay,  that  as  it  was 
at  prefent  cxpreffed,    he  did  not  underftand  it.     The  honourable 
gentleman  told  usy  that  the  whole  of  Government  was .  attacked. 
He  was  not  an  advocate  for  attacks  on  Government,    but  he  was 
an  advocate  for  human  nature,    when  it  was  oppreiTed.      It  had 
been  well  faid  in  a  former  war  with  refpeft  to  the  Americans, 
"  You  drive  them  to  madnefs,  and  will  you  quarrel  with  them 
about  their  ravings  ?"     When  he  looked  to  the  many  calamities 
which  the  war  had  brought  upon  the  country  ;  when  he  faw,  during 
them  all,  an  acquiefcent  and  confiding  Houfe  of  Commons,  he 
thought  he  could  account  for  fomc  part  of  that  fpirit  of  murmuring 
and  difcontent  which  pervaded  a  great  body  of  the  people,     fie 
flated  this  to  have  been  the  only  war  fince  the  peace  of  Utrecht, 
which  had  in  no  one  inftance  given  rife  to  any  inquiry  in  the  Houfe 
of  Commons.     Even  during  the  famous  wars  of  Chatham,  and 
the  vi<ftorious  campaigns  of  Marlborough,   inquiries  were  inftituted 
rcfpecVing  fome  of  the  operations.     Had  this  been  the  only  war  fo 
eminently  brilliant,  fo  uniformly  fuccefsful,  fo  clear  in  its  details, 
fc  oeconomical  in  its  arrangements,  as  to  claim  exemption  from  that 
accuracy  of  inveftigation,   which  had  been  difplayed  at  former  pe- 
riods in  the  military  Hiftory  of  this  country?     With  this  negli- 
gence of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  before  their  eyes,  with  the  expe- 
rience of  their  own  a<;cumulatcd  fufferings,  was  it  to  be  wondered 
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ai  thatt  men  (houtd  complain,  more  efpecially,  when  the  betrayers 
of  their  interedsy  and  the  authors  of  their  misfb^tuneSy  were  at  the 
fame  ttrfie  making  an  attempt  to'  deprive  them  of  their  cte^reft  and 
beft*  rights?     An  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Powys)  the  (Kng  of 
whofe  eloqoence  chiefly  confided  in  its  perfonality,  had  alluded  to 
am  immenfe  numbef  of  people,  who  had  that  day  been  aflembied 
without  tumult  or  difordcr.     He  appealed  to  the  gentlemen  who 
were  prefent,  whether  the  immenfe  conco arfc  had  not  ftiewn  thcm- 
felves  to  be  ferioufly  impreffed  with  the  importance  of  the  queftion, 
and  deeply  intercfted  in  the  iflue.     He  rhuft  oonfcfs,  that  of  the 
many  meetings,  which,  in  the  courfe  of  his  public  duty,  he  had 
been  called  upon  to  attend,  he  nevc^  had  witnefled  one,  which, 
fbom  its  numbers  or  deportmcik,  difcovcrcd  fo  ftrong  an  impreflion 
of  the  objcft  &r  which  they  were  met,  and  fo  fijted  a  determination 
to  purfue  it  by  all  proper  means.     You  may  prevent  men  from 
complaining,  faid  Mr.  Fox,    but  you  cannot  prevent  them  &om 
feeling.     Either  your  bills  muft  remain  wade  paper,  or  they  mud 
be  carried  into  execution  with  circumftances  of  the  greateft  oppref- 
iion.     And  depend  upon  it,  if  men  fpeak  lefs,  they  will  feel  more, 
and  arms  will  be  left  theth  as  the  only  refource  to  procure  redrefs 
to  themfelves,  or  excrcife  vengeance  upon  their  oppreltors.      Mr. 
Fox  then  proceeded  to  refute  the  pretexts  for  nbt  going  into  an  in- 
quiry, from  the  fuppofcd  urgency  of  dainger.     He  dated  the  little 
advantage  which  Minidcrs  had  derived  from  their  fyi^em  of  alarm 
and  terror,  from  an  inilance  perfonal  to  himfclf.     If,  at  ^'e  com- 
metKrement  of  the  war  it  diould  have  been  propofed,  that  he  {hould 
make  a  fpecch,  as  he  had  that  day  done  to  thirty  thoufand  people ; 
the  quedion  would  not  have  been,    Whedier  he  (hould  have  been 
fufTered   to  fpeak,    but  whether  he  (hould  have   been  fufiercd 
to  exid.     By  that  large  concourfe,   be  had  that  day  been  heard 
ift'ith  unanimity  and  approbation;    fo  great  Was  the  change  tliat 
had  taken  place  in  their  fentiments.     He  concluded  with  recon>- 
mending  to  Minifters  to  abandon  a  fydem,  which  had  hitherto  only 
been  marked  by  revcrfes  and  difappointments.     The  preifure  of 
the  War  was  the  original  fource  of  the  difcontertts  of  the  people,  and 
the  meafures  taken  to  rcprcfs  thefe  difcontents,  had  only  increafcd 
the  evil.     The  bad  fuccefs  of  their  policy  ought  to  induce  them  to 
tray  back  their  former  deps. 

Iterate  curfus 
Reliaos: 

and  to  try  what  efFeds  they  could  produce  upon  the  people,  by 
treatir)g  them  with  rcfpedt  and  gentlenefs.     He  reminded  diom  of 
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the  farijig  of  a  great  man,  whom  he  had  often  occaGon  to  quote, ' 
"  Try  all  means  of  gcntlenefs;    terror  can  alwajrs  be  appHed  td, 
but  never  without  danger,  for  if  it  foils  in  one  inlbnce,  it  produces 
contempt  ever  after." 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  he  did  not  mean  to  follow  the 
right  iKMiourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Fox)  into  all  the  points  which  he 
hid  bnx^iht  forward.     There  were  feme,  however,  fo  clofely  con- 
njtled  widi  the  peace  and  profperity  of'the  country,  to  whicH  hie 
could  not  forbear  to  advert.  The  right  honourable  gentleman  wouM 
not  cafily  convince  a  majority  of  that  Houfe,  or  of  the  country, 
that  there  eiifted  fuch  grievances'  as  juftified  a  general  fpirit  of  drf- 
content,  if  not  of  difaffcction.     As  to  the  particular  mifcarriag<& 
which  had  taken  place  in  the  courfc  of  the  war,  *  the  queftion  was; 
if,  from  misfortunes  and  difappointments,  there  was  fuch  evidence 
of  mifcondu(3  as  called  for  inveftrgatten.  That  queftion  had  been  re- 
peatedly tried,  and  decided  in  the  negatitc.  Gentlemen  on  the  othd^ 
fide  might  chmour,  but  they  would  always  allow  the  rnajorit}'  of  that 
Houfe  to  excrcife  that  right,  which  no  vrolent  or  defperate  language 
on  their  part  f  hould  induce  him  to  abandon.     The  right  honour- 
able gentleman  had  dated  the  liberties  of  the  country  from  the  peridd 
of  the  rcvolutitm,  and  had  dire£lly  afferted,  that  (ince  the  com- 
mencement of  the  prcfcnt  reign,  they  had  been  on  the  dtelrne.   '  In 
c»ppofition  to  this  extraordinary  proportion,  he  would  contend,  that 
never  had  the  liberties  of  the  country  exiftcd  mofe  pure,  or  been 
better  fecurcd  in  their  exercifc  to  the  fubjcdl,  by  the  adoption  of  wife 
and  (alutaiy  regulations,  than  during  the  reign  of  His  prefent  Ma- 
jcfty.     The  right  honourable  gentleman  had  taken  occafidn  in  the 
c^urfe  of  his  fpecch,  to  ftate  fomc  matter  perfonal  to  himfelf.  '  He 
hid  boafted,  that  he  had  that  day  been  heard  with  attention  and  ap- 
plaufe,  by  30,000  people.    How  far  his  calculjltion  of  thenumbetu 
prefent  at  the  meeting,  to  which  he  alludeij,  aided  fay  a  reinfbVcp- 
ment  from  Copenhagen  Houfe,  might  be  accurate,  he  fhould  hot 
take  upon  him  to  fay.     He  would  advife  the  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman to  wait  till  the  inhabitants  of  Wcftminftcr  had  fome  m6t'C 

• 

regular  opportunity  of  cxprcfling  their  fentiments  with  refpedV  to  what^ 
had  pafTed  at  that  meeting.  He  thought  it  not  very  ftrange,  that 
dh:  difalFedted  fhould  have  liftfened  with  applaufe  to  the  language^ 
which  had  that  night  been  employed  by  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
nun,  though,  when  *fuch  language  was  uttered  out  of  dOors,  ^6' 
would  fubmit  to  him,  whether  their  applaufe  was  cither  very  fafe 
ordcfirable.— [A  good  deal  of  noife  having  for  fomc  time  taken  plkce 
oa  both  fides  of  the  Houfe,  the  Speaker  called  General  Tarleton, 
who  was  then  making  Ufe  of  fome  irregular  expreffions,  to  order.] 
Vol.  XLIII.  Cc 
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General  TARLETON.— Mr.  Speaker,  I  muft  remark,  that 
in  the  courfe  of  a  very  lively  debate,  the  Speaker  has  repeatedly 
.called  this  fide  of  the  Houfe  to  order,  when  the  upn^ar  has  been 
equal,  if  not  greater,  on  the  other.  Thefc  words  produced  a  ccn- 
iujer^ble  fenfation  on  the  Houfe ;  and  there  was  a  cry,  that  they 
ihould  be  taken  down  \  on  which  the  Speaker  dated  what  would  be 
the. regular  mode  of  proceeding.  General  Tarleton  having  declined 
,to  repeat  his  words,  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  faid  he  felt  it 
a  duty  he  owed  to  the  Houfe,  and  to  the  dignity  of  the  Chair,  to  (late, 
iq)on  the  beft  of  his  recoUedion,  what  the  words  were ;  he  flatcd 
them  to  be—*'  I  complain  of  great  partiality  in  the  condu6l  of  the 
Chair.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  muil  remark,  that  in  the  courfe  of  a  very 
lively  debate,  &c. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  affirmed,  <hat  the  right  honourable  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  was  incorred  in  his  ftatement.  The  words 
which  he  had  taken  down  were  fpoken  at  two  feveral  times,  the 
firft— "  I  complain  of  great  partiality  in  the  conduct  of  the  Chair," 
.were  fpoken  irregularly,  before  he  was  called  to  order.  The  other 
expreifions  which  he  had  made  ufe  of,  when  upon  his  legs,  were 
thofe  which  were  defired  to  be  taken  down.  A  confiderable  degree 
of  perfooal  altercation  followed.  ,Mr.  FoX|  Mr.  Jckyli  and  Mr. 
Curwen,  borctellimony  to  the  dignified  and  impartial  manner  in 
which  the  Speaker  had  always  conducted  himfelf  in  the  chair. 

General  TARLETON  rofe,  and  reprobated  in  the  moft  pointed 
and  perfonal  language  the  misftatement  of  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer ;  then  addrefilng  himfelf  to  the  Speaker,  he  faid,  that 
he  had  always  entertained  great  refpedi  for  the  Chair,  and  light  ve- 
neration for  the  Houfe ;  and  fmce  it  was  apparent,  that  the  majority 
did  not  accord  with  him  on  the  prefent  occafion,  he  mull  acknow^ 
ledge  himfelf  forty  for  what  he  had  addreflfcd  to  the  Chair. 

..  lyfr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  from  the  knowledge  he  had 
of  the  difpofition  of  the  honourable  gentleman  who  filled  die  chair, 
he  truded  he  would  feel  himfelf  fatisfied ;  the  honourable  General 
having  exprelfed  his  (brrow  for  what  he  had  faid,  in  that  cafe,  he 
hoped  no  trace  of  this  affair  would  remain  upon  the  Journals. 

.  The  SPEAKER  thanked  the  Houfe  for  the  fupport  he  had  ex- 
perienced on  the  prefent  occafion,  and  declared,  that  he  wifhed  to 
have  the  honour  and  happinefs  of  filling  his  prefent  fituation  no  longer 
than  he  (hould  be  found  to  retain  the  approbation  and  confidence  of 
the  Houfe. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  then  refumcd  his  fpcech :  he  faid,  that 
having  now  difpofed  of  what  he  Confidered  as  the  preliminary  obfer- 
yations  of  the  right  honourable  gentlemani  he  fhould  not  have  much 
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more  to  trouble  the  Houfe  with,  becaufc  it  was  not  his  intention  to 
anticipate  the^  difcufTion  upon  the  bills.'     But  late  as  it  was,  the 
Houfe  would  excufc  him,  if  he  trcfpaflcd  a  little  longer  upon  their 
fntience,  in  reply  to  fonie  obfervations  of  the  right  honourable  gen- 
tkmn.     He  had  ftated,  that  the  Minifters  had  called  upon  Par-    . 
liamcnt  to  pafs  thefe  bills,  without  laying  before  them  any  ground 
upon  which  they  could  be  convinced  of  the  neceflity  of  them.    When 
the  bills  did  come  forward,  he  would  venture  to  aflcrt,  that  he 
wwiJd  lay  fuch  grounds  before  the  Houfe  as  fliould  fatisfy  their 
minds  upon  the  fubjeS.     He  remarked,  that  the  delay,  which    . 
would  be  neceffary,  in  order  to  procure  legal  proof,  would  afford 
to  the  difafFedled,  an  advantage,  with  rcfpefl  to  the  accompliihment 
of  their  defigns,  at  a  moment  when  it  was  of  the  utmoft  confe- 
qucnce  to  prevent  a  repetition  of  their  attempts.    He  did  not  mean 
to  bring  ftricl  1^1  proof,  fuch  as  would  be  neceffary  to  convift  a 
nun  of  a  capital  offence ;  but  he  would  prove  it  by  fair  reafoning, 
ind  from  a  general  view  of  the  ftate  of  affairs :  but  then  it  had  been 
alkcd  why,  if  this  danger  exiffs,  and  has  exifted  for  fome  time, 
did  vou  fufRrr  the  Habeas  Corpus  aft  to  revive  ?  why  did  you  not 
continue  its  fufpcnfion  ?  Whether  Minifters  had  done  right  or  not, 
in  not  propofing  to  continue  the  fufpcnfion,  he  would  not  undertake 
to  fay  \  but  ftill  he  could  ftate  fome  ground  to  juftify  their  conduct. 
Whatever  the  opinion  of  the*  right  honourable  gentleman  might  be, 
*"ith  refpcd  to  the  trials  for  high  treafon,  and  the  evidence  produced 
upon  that  occafion,  he  was  fure  that  it  had  made  a  ftrong  impr^ffion 
upon  the  Public.     When  that  immenfc  mafs  of  matter  was  laid 
open,  and  the  real  defigns  of  thefe  focieties  developed,  it  ferved  to 
<5pLn  the  eyes  of  the  unwary,  to  check  the  incautious,  and  to  deter 
tlic  timid.    This,  when  confidered,  and  al(b  the  wretched  fituation 
to  which  France  was  reduced,  fo  wretched,  that  even  the  French 
th'-mfclves  complained  of  the  tyranny  under  which  they  laboured  ; 
^hfn  thefe  points  were  confidered,  he  contended,  there  was  fair 
ground  for  Minifters  to  fuppofe,  that  the  delufion  would  ceafe  ;  it 
*'2s  therefore  prudent  to  try  the  cfFcdl  of  a  lenient  mcafure  ;  and 
**Kat  was  the  cfFeft  ?  From  the  moment  the  fufpcnfion  of.  the  Habeas 
Corpus  ad  was  taken  off,  all  the  plans  of  thefe  focieties  revived, 
3nd  continued  in  a  progreffive  ftate  till  the  meeting  of  Parliament. 
B^Jt  the  right  honourable  gentleman  called  for  fome  proof,  to  (hew 
th^conncdion  of  the  meeting  at  Copenhagen  Houfe  and  the  attack 
upoa  His  Majefty.     He  had  ftated  before,  that  he  could  not  prove 
t  is  by  ftrid  legal  evidence  ;  but  it  was  almoft  impoiTible  to  reafon 
ti'rlr,  and  come  to  two  conclufions  upon  the  fubje6^.     What  was 
^ie  moment  in  which  it  was  deemed  proper  to  commit  this  outrage 

Cca 
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on  His  Majefty  ?  One  would  have  thought  that  the  King's  patcma 
fondnefs  for  his  people,  ahdhis  many  vinues,  would  have  rcndcrec 
him  fecure  at  any  time,  but  more  efpecially  when  coming  down  tc 
his  Parliament^  when  in  the  difchaiige  of  one  of  the  mod  vcnerabl< 
and  ufeful  of  his  duties,  when  going  to  put  thofe  affemblies  in  okv 
tipn,  from  which  all  legal  rcdrefs  for  grievances  muA  fpring ;  ir 
which  the  repeal  of  bad  and  the  formation  and  maintenance  of  gooc 
laws  muil  depend  ;  this  was  the  moment 'chofen  for  an  attack  upor 
one  of  the  branches  of  the  Government,  for  an  infult  upon  th( 
colledive  Majedy  of  the  Conftitution.  Could  it  be  fuppofed  tha( 
this  daring  outrage  waa  committed  without  fome  hppe  of  fuppon 
from  fome  party  or  other  ?  certainly  not — with  refpcS  to  the  alli- 
ance fuppofed  to  be  formed  between  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
and  his  friends  with  the  London  Corrcfponding  Society,  he  wiHud 
to  caution  that  gentleman  and  his  friends,  that  that  fociety  w^s  fnil 
perfifting  in  its  original  plan  for  the  dcftrudrion  of  the  Conftitution; 
and  the  honourable  gentleman  would,  without  his  confent,  be  ufcd 
as  an  inftrumcnt  for  promoting  the  attainment  of  that  end — whe- 
ther it  was  in  public  meetings,  for  the  redrcfs  of  grievances,  m 
charges  of  extravagance  in  the  expenditure  of  public  money,  in  ac- 
ctifations  agfiind  Minillers  for  that  fcarcity  which  was  the  effcd 
of  unfortunate  feafons,  or  whatever  mode  of  proceeding  they  adopted, 
ftill  the  obje6l  was  the  fame — the  fubverfion  of  the  Conftitution. 
He  had  waited  in  expedlation  of  fotne  effedt  from  the  refult  of  thci 
trials,  from  the  repeal  of  the  Habeas  Corpus,  and  ftill  more  fromj 
the  dreadful  leflbns  which  France  had  exhibited :  but  when  he  ibun4| 
all  that  had  happened  only  tended  to  encourage  the  dihSc&cd  iq 
proitcute  their  views  with  renewed  activity  and  boldnefs,  and  tli« 
their  enmity  was  not  merely  diredted  againft  any  particular  part 
the  Conftitution,  but  that  their  defign  was  to  tear  it  up  root  ni 
branch ;  it  then  became  neceftary  to  adopt  fome  new  regulatioiii 
order  to  meet  the  enKrgency  of  the  cafe,  and  check  the  prt^refs 
a  mifchief,  which  if  fuftered  to  go  on,  might  be  attended  with 
moft  fatal  confequenccs. 

Sir  WILLIAM  MILNER,  alluding  to  the  interruption  whici 
had  taken  place  in  the  debate,  approved'  of  the  condud  of  tl 
Speaker,  and  applauded  his  impartiality  on  all  occa(ions^    He  dij 
approved  entireljr  of  the  bill  before  the  Houfe.    He  thought  that 
Public  (hould  never  be  impeded  in  their  wiihes  to  meet  to  difci 
public  aftairs.   He  commended  the  manner  in  which  the  Weftmii 
fter  meeting  had  that  day  been  conduced.     He  was  very  (on)' 
hear  that  there  were  foldiers  fo  near  the  place  of  fo  peaceable  ai 
to  proper  an  affembly  of  perfons.    He  had  heard  that  foldiers  woi 
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be  brought  near  to  the  place  if  any  fuch  meeting  fhotild  be  held  in 
Yocklhire.  He  thought  that  to  bring  foldiers  near  a  place  where 
there  was  to  be  a  meeting  for  political  purpofcs,  was  a  pradice  of 
a  Yery  defpotic  nature,  as  it  tended  to  overawe  the  aflembly,  and 
to.  prevent  their  fpcaking  their  minds  with  freedom.  He  did  not 
at  all  fee  any  conne£tion  between  the  proceedings  of  Copenhagen 
Houfe  and  the  attack  that  was  made. on  His  Majefty ;  an  attack 
which  he  detefled  as  much  as  any  man  in  the  kingdom.  He  ex- 
preflcd  great  contempt  for  the  idea  that  a  public  debating  fociety 
could  engender  any  treafon  ;  he  wanted  to  know  what  fort  of  treafon 
that  was  which  a  man  might  go  to  hear  on  paying  (ixpence.  If 
there  was  any  treafon  to  be  feared  at  all  it  mufl  be  where  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  confpirators  are  private.  He  thought  the  punifliment 
of  all  thofe  who  were  guilty  of  any  outrage,  in  confequence  of  poli- 
tical opinions,  was  fufficient  as  it  flood  by  the  prefent  law. 

Sir  FRANCIS  BASSET  faid,  that  he  was  not  agalnft  the  hold- 
ing of  public  meetings,  while  they  were  held  for  conltitutional  pur- 
pofcs ;  but  when  they  were  confefledly  held  for  purpofcs  that  were 
immtcal  to  our  Conftitution,  it  became  the  bulinels  of  Government 
to  take  care  to  bring  the  military  for  the  purpofe  of-fupprcffing  tu- 
mults, if  any  (hould  arife.     On  this  day  it  was  faid,  a  meeting 
had  been  held  tliat  was  perfcdHy  orderly  ;  if  that  was  the  cafe,  cer- 
tainly there  could  be  no  occafion  for  the  military      The  military, 
he  believed,  had  never  been  unncccflarily  called  out  on  fuch  occa- 
fions.     He  was  fure  they  never  would  by  any  man  deferving  to  be 
a  Minifter.    But  he  did  not  agree  with  thofe  who  thought  there  was 
no  conne6tion  between  the  meeting  of  Copenhagen  Houfe  and  the 
outrage  that  was  offered  to  His  Majefty.     He  had  heard  of  words 
diat  were  delivered  at  that  place,  which  were  dangerous  in  them- 
fclves,  and  ftill  more  fo  from  the  manner  in  which  they  were  de- 
livered.    The  words  were  thefe,  "  His  gracious  Majefty  is  to  meet 
his  Parliament  on  Thurfday  next,  and  I  hope  that  you  will  give  him 
a  warm  reception."     Now  he  would  afk,  in  the  language  of  com-  . 
mon  fenfc,  if  this  was  to  be  underftood  as  applying  to  the  applaufe' 
which  arofe  from  attachm<;nt  or  zeal  for  his  fervice  ;  or  for  the  pur^ 
pofe  of  contumely  ;  upon  the  real  intent  of  it,  he  thought  no  man 
could  doubt. 

He  then  took  notice  of  the  riot  aft.  That  adt  was  pafled  with- 
out any  inquiry,  upon  the  notoriety  of  the  cafe,  that  mifchief  might 
arile  which  required  the  adoption  of  fuch  provifions,  as  were  fpeci* 
ficd  in  the  claufes  of  that  a£).  What  was  the  (ituation  of  the  coun- 
try at  that  tirne  r  There  were  fome  perfons  who  were  inimical  to 
the  king  upon  the  throne.     They  wiihed  to  remove  the  King,  and 
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to  put  another  upon  the  throne  in  his  place.  The  danger  ap- 
prehended at  that  time  was  nothing  to  that  which  was  now  to  be 
dreaded.  Had  the  family  of  Stuart  been  placed  upon  the  throne, 
the  whole  of  the  Conftitution  would  not  have  been  dcftroycd ;  the 
propcrt)'  of  every  individual  would  not  have  been  wreftcd  from  him  ; 
pcrfonal  diltin6\ion  would  not  have  been  facrificed ;  and  fomc  fc- 
curity  would  have  remained  for  the  form  of  our  Government  conti- 
nuing. But,  if  the  perfons  engaged  in  thofe  focietics  (hould  fuc- 
cced,,  there  would  be  an  end  at  once  to  the  very  form  of  our  Con- 
ftitution. Indeed  the  mifchiefs  of  thefe  clubs,  which  it  was  the 
objcd  of  the  bill  to  fupprefs,  had  long  ftruck  him  fo  forcibly,  and 
alf;)  many  country  gentlemen  like  himfclf,  that  they  thought  the 
Miniftcr  had  been  very  rcmifs  in  not  bringing  forward  fome  fuch 
mcafure  as  the  prefent,  long  before  this  time,  for  tlic  confideration 
of  Parliament.  There  had  been  clubs  for  debates  of  qucftions, 
the  difcuflionof  which  he  thought  harmlefs ;  for  inftance,  "  Whe- 
ther Mr.  Pitt  or  Mr.  Fox  was  the  moft  worthy  man  of  the  two  ?" 
In^his  he  did  not  fee  any  thing  of  great  confcquence  to  the  Public, 
Another  queftion,  he  remarked  was,  **  Whether  the  prefent  Mi- 
ni ftcrs  defer  ved  the  confidence  of  the  people  ?" — This  appeared  alfo 
to  him  to  be  harmle£s.  But  when  he  read  a  queftion,  which  was 
a  late  one,  "  Whether  the  people  ought  to  be  in  a  ftate  of  rebel- 
lion, in  conlequcnce  of  a  Convention  bill  pafTcd  by  Parliament?" 
he  owned  he  faw  thefe  focieties  in  a  very  different  light  from  harm- 
lefs meetings.  Thefe  perfons  muft  eithf r  allow  Parliament  to  be 
a  legal  or  an  illegal  affembly :  if  legal,  they  ought  to  exercife  their 
nutliority  over  fuch  daring  debates ;  if  illegal,  there  was  an  end  at 
once  of  all  their  authority.  The  extent  of  the  prefent  bill  had  been 
ib  perfectly  mifrcprefented,  that  he  did  not  wonder  at  what  had 
been  faid  of  it.  Gentlemen  had  raifed  phantoms  in  their  ov.*n  ima- 
ginations, and  then  had  combated  thefe  phantoms  with  all  the  fc- 
rioufnefs  of  realities.  It  was  ftated,  that  no  public  meeting  could 
be  held  if  this  bill  palled  ;  furcly  the  cafe  was  not  fo.  The  one 
regulation  only  went  to  prevent  meetings  being  held  without  an  ad- 
vertifement ;  and  the  other  was  to  prevent  debating  focieties  where 
money  was  to  be  taken.  With  refped  to  the  firft,  what  objedion 
could  there  be  to  that  regulation  ?  County  meetings,  as  he  un- 
derftood,  generally  arc  under  that  footing ;  and  with  regard  to  the 
idea  that  the  debate  at  fuch  a  meeting  could  not  be  free,  he  owned 
he  faw  no  reafon  to  fufpcdl  that ;  a  Magiftrate  would  not  have  power 
to  fupprefs  the  meeting  while  the  debate  was  fairly  condu(?)cd,  if 
he  did,  he  was  amenable  to  the  law ;  but  if  fome  power  be  not 
given  to  prevent  the  difcuflion  of  fome  queftions^  fuch  as  he  Lad 
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heard,  he  would  venture  to  fay  that  the  Conftitution  of  this  coun- 
trv  could  not  laft  for  a  year.  He  took  notice  of  the  cafe  of  thofc 
who  had  been  tried  for  high  treafon,  and  acquitted.  He  found  no 
fault  with  their  acquittal,  for  they  might  not  have  done  that  which 
the  law  denominated  treafon.  But  he  muft  proteil  ag:iinft  what 
had  been  agitated  to  night,  with  refpeft  to  juries.  Gentlemen  were 
too  fond  of  praifmg  juries,  when  their  verdidts  fuited  the  fide  which 
they  took  in  politics,  and  too  ready  to  depreciate  the  value  of  their 
dedfions,  if  a  jury  was  againft  their  opinions.  Thus  it  h;id  hap* 
pcned,  that  the  verdid  of  EngU(h  juries  had  been  extolled,  and  the 
vcnlids  of  the  Scotch  juries  arraigned.  This  was,  in  his  opinion, 
a  daring  condu^,  and  what  he  never  heard  carried  *to  fuch  a  length 
before  this  day.  Gentlemen  had  faid  a  great  deal  with  rcfpcA 
to  coalitions  of  perfons  of  one  and  the  other  fide  of  the  Houfe;  for 
his  part,  he  faw  nothing  improper  in  fuch  coalitions.  The  rig^it 
honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Fox,)  had  faid  many  fevere  things 
againft  a  noble  Lord,  now  no  more,  and  yet  they  had  afterward  - 
coalelced  ;  he  found  no  fault  with  them  for  it ;  on  the  contrary,  he 
appbuded  them,  for  he  believed  they  did  fo  for  the  public  inteiefi ; 
but  furely  it  ought  to  be  allowed,  that  thofe  who  have  lately  joined, 
have  done  fo  from  the  fame  honourable  motives.  He  concluded 
with  obferving,  that  he  fhould  vote  for  the  prefent  bill,  9Tk1  that ' 
he  never  gave  a  vote  In  his  life  more  willingly,  than  that  which  lie 
fiiould  give  to-night. 

Mr.  FOX  explained  what  he  meant,  with  regard  to  the  Scotch 
cafes  of  fedition ;  he  arraigned  what  he  conceived  the  mifcondu<^  of 
the  Judges  in  the  mode  of  conducing  the  trials.  He  arraigned  the 
feverity  of  the  fentences^  and  above  all,  the  manner  in  which  they 
had  ban  carried  into  execution  by  Engjiifh  Miniftcrs,  who  ought  to 
have  better  ideas  of  the  adminiftration  of  juftice,  and  which  oi:^c 
to  have  been  reprobated  by  Parliament. 

The  SECRETARY  AT  WAR  diankcd  Sir  Francis  Baflet 
fer  the  able  manner  in  which  he  had  taken  up  and  difcuiled  the 
qucftion ;  agreed  with  him  as  to  the  union  of  parties,  and  treated 
all  iniinuations  about  interefted  motives  with  contempt.  He  took 
notice  of  the  penfion  that  had  been  granted  to  Mr.  Burke,  whom 
he  extolled  as  the  moft  enlightened  man  in  Europe,  and  to  whom 
a  liatae  of  gold  out  to  beere6ted.  He  thought  that  Miniftcrs  dif- 
played  their  public  fpirit  by  granting  him  a  penfion,  as  much  of  die 
labour  of  that  great  man  had  been  exerted  againft  thcmfelvcs.  He 
thoi^t  that  if  fuch  a  man  as  Mr.  Burke  had  been  left  in  th?t  indi- 
gence in  which  the  independence  of  his  own  great  mind  had  To  k»o;5 
^)C  him,  it  would  have  been  a  difgracc  to  the  country  -^A  lUc 
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age  in  which  he  lived.  He  cxpreffed  rcfentment  at  the  manner  in 
which,  that  gentleman  had  been  talked  of  in  hi»  retirement,  under 
the  preflfure  of  his  domedtc  afflidiioa.  He  expedled  the  public  to 
venerate  the  charaSer  of  fo  great  a  man,  &c. 

[He  was  called  to  ordfen  He  confeffed  he  had  indulged  his 
feelings  perhaps  irregularly,  but  he  hoped  the  Houfe  would  excufe 
him.] 

Mr.  CURWEN  difclaimed  all  ideas  of  perfonality  againft  Mr. 
Burke ;  but  maintained,  that  if  fuch  a  penfion  ought  to  have  been 
given  to  him,  Mini(lers  (hould  have  come  to  Parliament  for  that 
purpofe. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN,  in  an  animated  reply  to  the  feveral  fpedkcrs 
againft  his  motion,  commented  on  the  fupercilious  tone  with  which 
Ac  Secretary  at  War  afFciSed  to  treat  every  allufion  to  the  nianncr 
in  which  he  and  his  friends  had  facrificed  every  principle  thej'  had 
ever  profeffed.  It  was  certainly  not  a  very  unnatural  thing  for  gen- 
tlemen to  affert  that  their  conduct  was  fomewhat  equivocal,  when 
they  faw  them  fquandering  upon  their  adherents  afid  relations,  the 
public  money,  in  the  moft  lavifti  way,  and  accepting  for  themfclves 
places  without  power,  bufinefs,  or  efficiency.  He  had  this  on  the 
authority  of  the  pamphlet  publifhed  by  one  of  themfclves.  Earl  Fitx- 
william,  in  which  he  affirmed,  that  the  Duke  of  Portland  had  ac- 
cepted of  an  office  of  a  third  Secretaryfliip,  in  violation  of  his  own 
bill,  without  either  bufinefs  or  power— and  in  doing  of  which  he  had 
difgraccd  and  degraded  himfelf.  They  might  have  (hewn  Aat  their 
alafms  were  genuine,  if  they  had  given  a  difinterefted  fupport  to 
Government ;  •  and  furely  the  honourable  Secretary,  if  he  had  rc- 
collefted  his  own  language,  woiild  not  fo  readily  havd  dreffixl  him- 
felf out  in  "  a  rag  of  the  filthy  dowlas  of  the  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman." In  regard  to  the  penfion  of  Mr.  Burke,  he  would  iK>t 
fay  one  word  of  his  merits,  farther  than  to  fay,  that  no  man  de- 
ferved  better  to  enjoy  a  part  of  the  public  nrK)ney,  if  pcnfions  were 
at  all  to  be  given,  fince  he  had  contributed  fo  much  to  recommend 
the  economy  of  the  national  cafh.  But  the  manner,  he  contended, 
Was  difgraceful,  not  only  to  the  gentleman  himfelf,  but  to  Mini- 
fters.  His  own  bill  had  been  evaded  to  grant  him  tltis  penfion, 
inftead  of  coming  for  it  fairly  to  Parliament.  And  it  was  difgraceful 
to  the  Minifter,  fince  he  had  laid  it  upon  a  fund,  which,  fomc 
years  ago,  being  too  fmall  for  the  payment  of  certain  annuities  laid 
upon  it,  was  eafed  of  the  old  penfion  to  the  family  of  Mr.  Pitt, 
and  of  that  to  the  Duke  of  Gloucefter,  .wTiich  were  laid  on  the  con- 
folidated  fund.  Now  if  the  4I  fund  was  fufficicnt,  the  Public 
had  a  right  to  be  reimburfed,  inftead  of  giving  it  a\^ay  by  new 

,  a* 
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grants.  Mr.  Sheridan  then  animadverted  on  the  way  in  which  his 
qiicftion  had  been  met  by  the  oppofite  fide.  They  had  given  a  vaft 
number  of  aflcrtibns  whidi  they  defired  the  Houfe  to  take  for  granted. 
He  would  do  no  fuch  thing — he  called  on  them  for  proof.  An  ho- 
nourable Baronet  had  related  a  grofs  fpeech,  fald  to  be  uttered  at 
Gipcnhagen  Houfe.  It  was  very  grofs,  and  very  improper — but 
was  it  fpoken  ?  A  learned  gentleman  had  produced  a  number  of 
papers  iaid  to  be  bought  at  the  (hop  of  a  Citizen  Lee,  whom  he 
called  Bookfeller  to  the  London  Correfponding' Society.  He  be- 
lieved tliat  Citizen  Lee  was  not  the  Bookfeller  of  the  Correfponding 
Society.  Let  him  be  proved  to  be  fo.  The  Houfe  had  confcieiices, 
as  well  as  the  learned  gentleman,  and  they  ought  to  be  fatisHed  as 
vcU  as  he,  by  having  the  documents  before  them.  He  concluded 
vidi  iaying,  that  farely  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  Mr.  Pitt, 
OQg^t  DOC  to  be  the  firA  to  demoUfh  debating  fociecies^  who  had 
profited  fo  much  from  them ;  who  had  attended  them  fo  afliduoufly ; 
and  who  had  not  only  fpoken  in  a  ma(k  indeed,  at  thefe  debating 
ibcieties,  but  had  lent  a  helping  hand  to  the  inflitution  of  one  of 
^em,  die  Lyceum,  in  the  Strand.  His  fueech  in  a  mafk,  he 
perhaps  might  recolledi.  It  was  fpoken  at  Cadiflc  Houfe,  on  the 
qoeltion,  "  Whether  the  diftindton  was  juft,  which  divided  all 
mankind  into  two  clafies,  knaves  and  fools."  What  fide  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  had  taken,  he  could  not  fay.  Perhaps  no 
man  could  better  illuftrate  the  pofition,  that  a  little  political  kna^ 
very,  under  the  ma(k  of  patriotifm,  might,  for  a  long  time,  in> 
p>fe  fuccefsfully  on  the  folly  of  £ngli(hmen. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  rofe  to  explain.  He  faid,  that  fomc 
years  ago,  the  4I  per  cent,  fund  had  proved  defedlive,  owing  to  the  , 
iAands  bd^g  taken.  The  arrears  of  the  penfions  due  upon  the 
fund  had  been  paid  by  the  Public;  but  none,  except  the  penfion 
of  the  Duke  q(  Gloucefier,  had  been  fixed  on  the  confolidated 
fund.  The  penfion  in  which  his  family  were  interq[led  fiill  re- 
mained on  the  4I  per  cents. 

The  Houfe  divided, 
Againft  the  motion,   167  ;    For  it,  22. — Majority  X45. 

Tuiftktyy   I'jih  Ntvemier. 

Petitions  from  die  corporation  of  the  city  of  Bath,  and  fix>m 
the  town  of  Great  YarnxMith,  exprcfling  their  difapprobation  of  the 
feditious  meetings  which  had  been  held  in  difiPerent  pans  of  the 
country,  and  praying  the  Houle  to  adopt  fuch  meafures  as  they  mighl 
fce  proper  for  putting  a  fiop  to  the  diforder,  werp  prefentcd,  und  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  taUe« 

Vot.  XLIIL  '  D  d 


General  M'LEOD  rofe  and  ftated,  that  it  was  his  intention  to 
move  for  a  return  of  all  the  troops  in  the,Briti(h  fcrvice,  as  well 
thofe  in  this  country,  the  colonies,  &c.  and  of  all  the  volunteer 
corps,  yeomanrj',  &c.  which  had  been  eftabliflied.  He  wifhed 
this  motion  to  be  made  previous  to  the  bringing  forward  of  the  army 
eitimates,  as  a  correft  knowledge  of  the  fubje^,  which  his  motion 
went  toafcertain,  was  neceffary  to  enable  the  Houfe  to  judge  of  the 
cxpence  which  ought  to  be  admitted  on  this  department.  He  there 
fore  wifhed  to  know  what  day  was  firfcc  of  bufinefs,  in  order  that  he 
might  call  the  attention  of  the  Houfe  to  his  motion,  and  give  notice 
of  it  on  a  certain  day. 

After  fome  converfaiion  between  the  Speaker  and  General 
M'Leod  on  the  fubjecft,  the  Speaker  recommended  an  application 
to  the  Secretary  at  War,  to  poftpone  the  confideration  of  the  army 
cdimates,  which  was  fixed  for  Friday,  on  which  day  it  was  under- 
ftood  that  the  General  would  bring  forward  his  motion. 

On  the  queftion  of  the  fecond  reading  of  the  bill  for  the  better 
preventing  feditious  aflemblies. 

The  SOLICITOR  GENERAL  faid,  that  he  would  not  have 
prefumcd  to  have  obtruded  himfelf  upon  the  attention  of  the  Houfe 
in  this  ftage  of  the  bill,  did  not  the  general  intereft  it  had  excited, 
and  the  mifreprefentations  of  its  tendency  which  had  taken  place, 
render  an  explanation  of  its  principle  and  objeft  peculiarly  impor- 
tant and  neceffary.  The  firft  objed  to  which  it  was  direScd  was 
the  putting  a  ftop  to  thofe  meetings,  which  had  of  late  fo  frequently 
been  held.  The  facred  freedom  of  fpeech,  a  privilege  which  was 
juftly  reckoned  fo  diftinguifhed  a  blefling  of  the  Britifh  Cpnftitution, 
had,  he  faid,  been  (hamefuUy  and  dangeroufly  abufed.  The  fin- 
cere  friends  of  the  Conftitution  and  of  the  privileges  it  bcftowcd 
would,  he  was  fure,  give  their  cordial  fupport  to  a  mcafurc  which 
profeffed  to  furnith  a  remedy  to  their  mifappHcation  and  abufe. 
Whether  the 'provifions  of  the  bill  were  calculated  to'meet  the  e\'il 
and  to  accomplifti  its  purpofe,  was  anothej*  confideration.  Its  ob- 
ject, however,  was  to  prevent  the  perverfion  of  an  important  right, 
and  to  fuperfede  the  ncceflTity  of  ftronger  rcftri»3ions  upon  it  than 
the  bill  was  nneant  to  impofe.  The  fecond  part  was  intended  io 
remedy  the  abufe  of  debating  in  public  meetings.  He  faid  that  the 
particular  objeft  .of  this  was  to  prevent  that  egregious  abufe  of  this 
privilege,  which  had  of  late  rifen  to  fo  extraordinary  a  height— to 
prevent  private  intereft  from  prompting  difcuflTions  of  public  griev- 
ances, and  to  put  a  ftop  to  that'traffick  by  which  an  uncandid  and 
\infair  examination  of  abufes,  a  turbulent  fpirit  of  difcontent,  had 
Wen  raifed  and  encouraged  to  fervc  the  pecuniary  purpofes  of  in- 
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dividoak.      I(  was  to  be  conHdered  afterwards  how  far  t^iis  claufe 
was  calculated  for  the  purpofe;  fo  far  the  objedl  was  proper. 
VV^hen  the  bill  was  examined  it  would  be  found  that  the  provilions 
of  it  do  not  go  far  enough.     For  his  OM(:n  part  he  was  of  opinion 
that  thejr  were  by  no  means  fo  extenfive  in  their  operation  as  thejr 
ought  to  have  been.     The  framers  of  the  bill,  however,  had  been 
guided  by  the  bcft  of  motives.     They  wilhed  it  to  anfwer  in  a  omi- 
(iderablc  degree  the  evils  againfl  which  it  was  levelled,  and  he 
hoped  that  Che  grand  purpofe  would  be  achieved,  that  of  giving  a 
ch*!ck  to  the  defperate  and  incendiary  views  of  the  clubs  and  focieties. 
With  regard  to  the  principle  of  the  firft  part,  the  bill  went  to  efta- 
bli(h,  that  the  right  to  meet  for  the  purpofe  of  petitioning  the  legifla- 
turc  againft   any  exif^ing  law,  or  cbnfidering  any  z&uzl  grievance, 
Aould  be  fubjedl  to  r^ulations,  and  not  in  the  fmalleft  degree  that 
it  (hould  be  withdrawn  or  impaired.      It  was  to  be  enaded  that  no 
meeting  fur  fuch  purpofes  could  be  held  without  a  certain  degree  of 
previous  notice.     The  perfons  who  defired  that  the  meeting  (hould 
take  place,   incurred  fome  degree  of  refponfibility  with  refpeft  to  the 
objed  of  difcuflion,  and  the  conduft  of  the  proceedings.     He  Aated 
the  exceptions  of  the  bill.     It  was  not  meant  to  comprehend  any 
meeting  called  by  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  Sheriff,  Cudos  Rotulorum, 
&c.     It   did  not  attempt  to  interfere  with  any  kind  of  meetings 
which  had  generally  been  held  in  thiscountiy  for  the  conftitutional 
purpofes  alluded  to,  and  which  were  the  only  ones  fitted  to  exercifc 
thefc  privileges.     Whether  this  exception  went   for  enough  was 
queilionable.     The  bill  limply  requires  previous  notice  for  the  pur- 
pofe of  explaining  what  is  the  nature  of  the  bufinefs  for  which  the 
mecdng  is  called,  in  order  to  fallen  upon  fuch  perfons  as  announced 
this  intention,  a  degree  of  refponfibility  which  would  be  a  pledge  for 
the  peaceblenefs  of  their  defigns  and  the  decency  of  their  deport- 
ment.     In  what  way  did  this  enai^ment  entrench  upon  the  facred 
lights   which  the  Conftitution  beftows,  or  give  that  fatal  ftab  to 
their  liberties  which  was  apprehended  ?     He  was  fure  that  it  was 
calculated  to  obfirudl  no  meeting  which  ought  to  be  held,  and  which 
it  was  honeit  to  hold.      It  could  only  have  the  cffeA  to  prevent 
thafc  meeting?  in  which  the  true  objedl  ikulked  behind  the  pretext 
of  a  lawful   defign,    and   where   the  bad  intention  was  veiled  by 
plaufible  diiguife.-— He  would  obferve  alfo,  that  the  meetings  which 
ti'C  bill  was  framed  to  difcourage  were  thofc  where  vail  crowds  were 
atTembled.     Even  this  pradice  was  prohibited  by  exifting  laws,  by 
which  tumultuous  petitions  were  prohibited.    If  meetings. were  held 
in  defiance  of  theenadment  of  the  prefent  bill,  the  alTembly  would 
be  unlawful,  and  might  be  difjperfed  by  the  magillrate,  in  the  fame 
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manner  as  he  is  now  entitled  to  dirperfc  a  mob  under  the  rioe  aA. 
To  prevent  dcftrudive  views  from  being  profecutcd  under  fpccious 
pretexts,  the  magiftratc  was  empowered  to  cxca*ife  9  certain  difcrc- 
tion  in  judging  of  the  tendency  of  the  proceedings,  and  authorized 
to  put  an  end  to  the  meeting.     The  public  peace  required  fuch  a 
meafure  to  be  adopted,  in  confequence  of  the  extravagant  attempts 
thefe  meetings  had  encouraged,  and    the  flagrant  abufes  of  them 
which  had  been  committed.     This  was  the  only  country  in  the 
world  where  meetings  for  a  fimilar  purpofe  were  allowed  without  the 
attendance  of  a  magiftrntc.     The  frceft  ftates  that  had  exifted— 
the  Roman  Republic  itfelf,  in  the  zenith  of  its  liberty  and  fame, 
had  never  permitted  the  people  to  aflfemble  but  in  a  rcguliir  body, 
formally  coUefled,  and  under  the  control  of  a  magiftrate.      All  thcfc 
provifions,  he  faid,  were  in  ftrift  unifon  with  the  fpiritof  our  laws, 
and  the  pradice  of  other  Governments.     They  were  calculated  to 
preferve  to  thofc  who  (hould  excrcife  it  with  difcreiion  and  virtue, 
the  enjoyment  of  a  right  by  guarding  againft  the  ahufe  of  it.     The 
latter  provifions   were  equally  fitted  to  reprefs  thofc  le<flures,  and 
other  kinds  of  political  difcuffions,  which  it  was  intended  to  prevent. 
Political  fubjects,  he  faid,  might  be  difcufled  under  the  idea  of  an, 
exifting  grievance,  which  the  fufFcrers  wifhed  to  have  rcdreffed,  and 
the  bill  was  not  introduced  to  prohibit  this  fort  of  difcuflfion.     But 
ihould  this  privilege  be  extended  to  protcft  thofc  oratorial  difplays 
of  grievances  heightened  with  mifreprefentation  and   falfchood,  to 
which  the  nature  of  mankind  induced  them  always  too  implicity  to 
liften,  and  cfpecially  when  fuch  difcuflTions,  fupported  as  they  were 
by  uncandid  and  unfair  pi<5^ures  of  affairs,  were  meant  to  prove  a 
fource  of  pecuniary  benefit  to  the  perfons  by  whom  they  were  pro- 
moted.    One  of  the  principles  from  which  much  of  the  anarchy 
which  defolated  France  refulted,   was  that  by  which  it  was  dccnwd 
that  every  public  fundionar\'  (hould  be  paid  for  his  fervices  by  the 
public.     The  Britifh  Conftitution  had  long  abandoned  this  princi- 
ple, and  had  rendered  all  fuch  offices  gratuitous,  and  provided  that 
they  (hould  be  performed  from  difinterefted  views.    This  principle, 
to  which  he  alluded,  had  filled  France  with  the  agents  of  the  Jaco- 
bin Club,  who  found  their  private  advantage  linked  with  the  fer- 
vour of  their  zeal  in  the  propagation  of  the  doflrines  of  Aeir  mafters. 
Now  this  idea  was  renounced  in  France.     The  municipal  offices 
were  to  be  difcharged  gratuitoufly.     It  was  impofliblc  Aercfore  not 
to  perceive  the  impropriety  of  difcuflion,  in  which  individuals,  feel- 
ing themfdves  intereffed,   would  be  difpofed  to  promote  their  own 
emolument  by  the  moff  dangerous  and  fedidou^  artifices.     But  a 
queftion  which  had  dready  been  anfwercd  in  the  mod  fatisfadory 
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mannery  might  again  beaflced-f-What  was  the  neceflity  at  the  pre- 
fcnt  time  for  adopting  fuch  meafurcs  ?  The  anfwcr  was  clear  and 
plain,  the  notoriety  of  the  daring  proceedings  of  feditious  meetings. 
There  was  no  gentleman  who  had  not  heard  of  fuch  aiTemblies  and 
the  flagitious  defigns  they  entertained.  The  difcuflion  of  pretended, 
or  even  real,  grievances,  and  even  the  right  of  petitioning  itfelf, 
had  been  employed  to  excite  fedition  and  difcontent.  The  report 
of  the  Committee  of  Secrecy,  and  the  evidence  adduced  likewifeon 
the  trials,  contained  variety  of  correfpondence,  firom  which  it  ap- 
peared that,  while  the  intention  to  petition  was  aflumed  as  the  oAen* 
fiblc  objcdt,  no  fuch  defign  ferioufly  exifted,  and  very  different 
vie«'s  were  entertained.  An  honourable  Baronet  (Sir  W.  Milner) 
whom  he  did  not  fee  in  his  place,  had  mentioned  on  a  former  day  the 
cafe  of  Yorke.  In  that  cafe  it  was  proved  that  a  meeting  had  been 
held  at  Sheffield  for  the  purpofe  of  petitioning,  but  was  only  in- 
tended to  fumifhan  opportunity  of  criminal  and  feditious  difcourfe* 
A  petition  was  indeed  moved ;  but  it  was  fo  contrived,  that  the 
meafure  (hould  be  received  with  marks  of  contempt  and  difappro- 
bation,  and  it  was  accordingly  negatived.  Yorke  there  held  that 
fedidous  and  criminal  difcourfe— [here  the  Solicitor  General  was  re- 
minded that  the  cafe  of  Yorke  was  not  yet  concludedj — He  con- 
tinued, that  though  it  might  be  improper  to  make  any  obfervations 
on  a  cafe  in  which  judgment  ftill  depended,  h*  was  entitled  to  call 
that  difbourle  feditious,  bccaufe  fo  had  a  jury  found  it  to  be.  In 
what  manner  then  was  this  bill  to  apply  to  the  different  forts  of 
meerings  ?  It  would  not  prevent  the  fober  difcufTion  of  a  real  peti- 
tion, but  it  would  prevent  the  introdu6tion  of  fuch  difcourfes,  and 
guard  againft  the  perverfion  at  the  meeting  to  fuch  pnrpofes  as  thofe 
to  which  he  had  referred.  Tlie  magiftrates,  on  hearing  fuch  difcuf- 
fion  as  betrayed  their  true  purpofes,  would  inflantly  difperfe  them, 
and  the  objedl  of  the  prefent  bill  was  to  prote(5l  him  in  the  dif- 
chaige  of  diat  duty,  and  to  inveft  him  with  an  authority  fufficient 
to  oppofe  to  relifhince  if  any  (hould  be  attempted.  The  example  of 
a  rocent  meeting  (that  of  Weftminfter)  had  been  adduced  to  ihow 
that  great  bodies  of  people  might  aifemble  in  the  cxcrcife  of  a  con- 
ititutional  right,  and  conduA  themfelves  with  fuitable  propriety  and 
order.  Without  adverting  particularly  to  the  inftance,  he  would 
aik,  mi^t  not  fuch  a  meeting  have  taken  place  even  had  this  bill 
been  paiTed  into  a  law  ?  Would  not  fuch  a  number  of  houfeholders 
have  come  forward  to  give  notice  of  the  meeting  as  would  have  ren- 
dered it  confiftent  with  the  law,  the  fame  proceedings  have  taken 
place,  and  die  fame  good  cSc&s  obtained  ?  How  then  can  the  bill 
be  rqprefentea  as  fubverlive  of  the  beft  privileges  of  the  people  of 
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England,  or  as  ftabbing  the  principles  of  the  Conftitution  ?      It 
would  be  faid,  perhaps  that  the  fmall  number  of  the  men  to  whom 
thefe  fcditious  principles  and  dcfigns  were  afcribed,  could  not  be   fo 
formidable  as  to  fandion  fuch  a  meafure.     He  indeed  felt  the  high- 
jcft  plcafure  in  reflciSing  that  their  numbers  were  comparatively  in- 
confiderablc ;  but  though  inconiidcrablc,  they  might  be  capable  of 
doing  infinite  mifchief.     It  had  been  laid  down  as  an  indifputable 
maxim,  by  the  writers  of  their  own  fentiments,  that  all  revolutions 
were  efFcflcd  by  minorities.     One  of  the  moft  didingufhed  mcm- 
berfe  of  the   ConRituent  Affembly  (D'Andre),  had  obfcrved,   that 
the  adive,  pcrfevering  fpirit  of  the  few  would  always  triumph  over 
the  peaceable  and  inert  difpofition  of  the  numerous  clafs  of  the  com- 
munity.    Confidcring  the  boldnefs  with  which  they  manifefted  the 
defire  of  magnifying  their  own  importance,  and  alTuming  a  formi- 
dable appearance,  the  fmall  number  of  people  who  compofcd  thefe 
focieties,  was  no  reafon  to  (hew  that  the  bill  was  lefs  required  on 
the  occaiion.     The  conftant  activity  of  their  machinations  and  cn- 
terprixcs,  rendered   it  necefTary  for  Government  to  embrace  the 
ftrongeft  meafllres  to  oppofe  their  progrefs.     But  why,  it  might  be 
afked,  adopt  extraordinary  meafures  ?     Has  not  the  Government 
of  fornrscr  times  been  protected  by  the  exifting  laws  ?      It  was  true 
that  during  periods  of  danger,  the  exiftence  of  the  Conftitution  had 
been  defended  by  thefe  laws,  with  this  difference,  as  well  obfcrvcd 
by  an  honourable  Baronet  (Sir  Francis  BafTet),  that  the  objcfl  of 
thefe  men  was  the  total  deilruflion  of  the  Conftitution ;  that  of  the 
friends  of  the  Stuarts  only  the  change  of  the  Sovereign  ;  liberty,  re- 
ligion, and  property,  were  now  endangered.  Reprefentativc  Govern- 
ment was  the  demand  of  the  Correfponding  Society,  as  was  proved 
on  the  State  trials.     To  thefe   principles  and  their  confequences 
they  ftill  adhered.     In  France  it  had  been   found  impofTible   to 
maintain  a  Government  on  the  principle  of  univerfal  fuffrage.  The 
Conftitution  of  1791,  in  recognifing  that  dodtrine,  fealed  the  doom 
of  the  Monarchy,  and  the  f;tte  of  the  King  became  inevitable.   Did 
not  the  prefcnt  period,  then,  particularly  call  on  the  Houfe  to  adopt 
fome  meafures  to  prevent  the  introduftion  and  propagation  of  fuch 
doftrincs  in  this  countr}%  the  confequence  of  which  would  be  anarchy, 
confufTion,  and  bloodfhed — the  overthrow  of  every  facred  eftablifh- 
mcnt,  and  the  outrage  of  every  human  and  moral  feeling?      It  has 
been   afked,  why  have  not  profecutions  been  inftituted  againft  the 
autlu)rsof  the  crimes  complained  of  r      Profecutions  had,  in  fomc 
cafes,  taken  place,  but  it  was  a  matter  of  difficulty  to  obtain  that 
evidence  which  was  necefTary  to  conviflion.     The  number  of  of- 
fences maje  profecutions  impoflTible  ;  and  even  upon  the  cxifUng 


Nov.  17.]  DEBATES.  199 

laws,  piofecutions  would  have  arlfen  to  be  no  incon(iderabIe  article 
of  public  expence.  The  laws  were  dcfcflive,  as  they  did  not  reach 
the  Societies  from  which  the  evil  originated.  It  was  the  policy  and 
the  intention  of  (he  prefent  bill  to  provide  againd  the  diforder  by 
other  means  than  puniftiment,  and,  by  preventing  the  meetings,  to 
anddpate  the  mifchief  they  occalioned.  Under  thefc  impreflions  he 
would  fupport  the  fecond  reading  of  the  bill. 

The  que(lion  being  put, 

TTie  honourable  Mr.  ERSKINE  faid,  that  he  found  it  extreme- 
ly difficult  to  reconcile  what  he  had  now  heard  from,  the  learned 
gentleman  who  had  juft  fat  down,  with  what  had  formerly  fallen 
from  members  of  very  confiderable  weight  on  the  oppofite  fide  of 
the  Houfe.  He  did  not  mean  to  trefpafs  upon  the  forms  of  the 
Houfe  by  particularly  recalling  the  lauguage  that  had  been  employ- 
ed. He  would  only  ftate  generally,  that  when  notice  of  the  bill  was 
firft  given,  it  had  been  faid  on  his  fide  of  the  Houfe  that  no  altera- 
tion of  the  criminal  laws  was  neceffary — that  they  had  been  found 
in  the  experience  of  paft  times  to  be  the  heft  calculated  to  combine 
the  fecurity  of  Government  with  the  freedom  of  the  people.  It  was 
then  urged  by  a  learned  gentleman,  that  fomething  extraordinary 
was  required — fomething  which  could  only  be  juftificd  by  the  con- 
jundure  which  produced  it,  and  which  was  admitted  to  be  a  facri- 
fice  of  a  littie,  for  the  perfervation  of  the  whole  conftitution.  Now, 
however,  a  quite  different  courfe  was  followed.  It  was  maintain- 
ed that  the  bill  was  entirely  confiitent  with  the  rights  of  the  people, 
and  the  eflablifhed  laws  of  the  country.  What  would  gentlemen 
fay  to  him  when  he  afErmed,  that  the  bill  was  not  juftificd  by  any 
cxifting  ncceflity,  not  confonant  to  the  laws  of  England,  and  that 
it  did  daringly  vblate  the  moft  important  rights  of  the  people  ?  Had 
wc  never  before,  he  would  afk,  been  in  times  of  equal  difficulty 
and  danger  ?  Nay,  had  not  our  anceftori  been  in  dangers  beyond 
all  comparifon  more  to  be  dreaded  ?  and  did  they  find  it  neceffary 
to  cn^  fuch  a  bill  ?  No  fuch  a£t  had  been  dreamt  of  in  the  reign 
of  King  William,  or  in  the  two  rebellions  that  raged  in  the  fub- 
fequent  reigns — an  aA  which  even  the  prefent  Miniftry  neyer 
thou^t  of  pafEng,  when  they  fufpended  that  giand  palladium  of 
Engllfh  liberty,  the  Habeas  Corpus  ad.  And  upon  what  grounds 
had  the  learned  Solicitor  General  defended  the  neceflity  of  pafTing 
che  prefent  bill  ?  Upon  any  frefh  treafon  that  exifted  ?  Upon 
any  new  plots?  No.  I  nflead  of  adducing  new  evidence — inftead 
of  going  over  the  new  confpiracies  that  were  fuppofed  to  be  hatch- 
ing, the  learned  gentleman  had  trodden  again  the  dull  trad  that  he 
had  tmdden  fo  often  before,  and  had  travelled  back  to  the  meeting 
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that  had  been  held  near  Sheffield,  in  which  Mr.  York6,  it  had 
been  aflcrtedy  m^de  a  fpeech  highly  fedidous.     Upon  that  aflertion 
he  was  very  glad  to  find  that  the  learned  gentleman  had  taken  a 
hint  from  him»  and  had  defifted  from  purfuing  a  fubjed,  of  die 
impropriety  of  which  in  the  prefent  moment  [Mr.  Yorkc  being 
about  to  receive  the  judgement  of  the  court  of  King's  Bench]  he 
muft  be  fully  convinced.     The  honourable  gentleman  however  faid 
that  he  had  a  right  to  call  the  fpeech  feditiousy  becaufe  he  was  back- 
ed in  his  opinion  by  the  virdift  of  a  jury  ;  but  carefully  avoided 
talking  of  the  acquittals  at  the  Old  Bailey,  becaufe  it  would  not, 
perhaps,  have  fo  well  anfwered  his  purpofe.     Why  did  he  refufe 
the  benefit  of  the  dccifion  of  a  jury,  to  men  who  were  not  merely 
not  condemned,  but  who  had  been  acquitted,  and  whofe  innocence 
was  eftablilhed  by  the  judicial  records  of  their  country  i     It  had 
been  faid,  that, the  right  to  petition  deliberately,  and  in  compliance 
with  the  regulations  of  the  bill,  was  fiill  preferved,  and  that  it  was 
even  calculated  to  fecure  and  to  proteft  the  privileges  of  the  Confti- 
tution.     He  however  would  maintain  that  this  bill  did  in  its  ope- 
ration completely  overthrow  the  rights  which  the  Conllitution  was 
intended  to  fecure,  and  abfolutely  defiroy  its  vital  principles.     It 
was  a  maxim  of  law,  which  would  not  be  difputed,  that  when  any 
thing  was  prohibited,  every  aft  was  prohibited  by  which  it  might  be 
cfltdlcd.     On  the  other  hand,  it  ^as  indifputable,  that  when  any 
thing  was  permitted,  every  means  by  which  it  might  be  done  was 
no  Icfs  permitted.     Upon  this  ground  then  let  the  examination  of 
the  bill  take  place.     It  had  been  faid  that  the  bill  referves  fufficient 
freedom  of  exercifing  the  confiitutional  right  of  petition  for  every 
pradtical  purpofe.    It  contained  exceptions  in  favour  of  meetings 
fummoncd  by  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  Sherifl^,  and  other  officers  of 
the  counties.     But  if  he  underfiood  the  Confiitution,  it  was  a 
fyftcm  of  mixed,  balanced,  and  oppofing  powers  ;  the  prerogatives 
of  the  crown,  and  the  rights  of  the  people:  the  right,  then,  which 
they  contend  for,  of  petitioning,  perhaps  againft  arbitrary  meafures, 
would  be  rendered  nugatoiy  by  this  bill.     The  magiffarates,  in 
whofe  favour  the  exceptions  were  made,  were  to  prefide  and  attend 
at  meetings  called  for  any  public  purpofe.     They  were  not  men  in 
whofe  impartiality  the  people  could  confide.     They  were  officers 
appointed  by  the  crown,  and  fubje£t  to  its  influence.     Muft  we 
then,  faid  he,  demand  leave  of  the  Crown  to  be  permitted  toftatc 
our  grievances  and  to  petition  the  Icgiflature  r    Does  the  honour- 
able gentleman  gravely  niean  to  fay  fo  ?     It  is  not  therefore  inde- 
pendent magifirates  who  may  be  expedled  to  be  upright  and  impar- 
tial in  the  performance  of  thek  duty,  under  whofo  infpedion  the 
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r^hts  of  the  G)nAItution  are  to  be  excrcifcd,  but  creatures  dircflly 
cxpofed  to  the  management  and  fubjeS  to  the  direction  of  the 
Oovn.  Would  any  man  den/ that  this  was  a  moft  flagrant  vio- 
lation of  the  Bill  of  Rights  ?  The  King  himfelf  held  his  Crown 
on  die  cxprefs  condition  of  rcfpcvSting  the  Bill  of  Rights,  the  Aft 
of  Settlement,  and  his  own  coronlition  oath  ;  and  would  not  the 
Miniftcrs  who  (hould  advife  His  Majefty  to  pafs  the  prefent  bills, 
advife  him  to  viobte  all  thefe,  and  to  attack  the  very  bads  of  our 
libcrfres  ?  Did  the  Solicitor  General,  he  would  afk,  find  in  the 
Bill  of  Rights  that  the  right  of  aflembling  and  petitioning  had  been 
a  right  claimed  with  fuch  firmnefs,  becaufe  it  was  a  right  to  be 
cxcrdfed  with  the  permiffion  of  magiftrates,  thus  dependant  on  the 
Cmvn  ?  The  judges  had  been  appointed  for  life,  in  order  to  re- 
move them  from  that  dcpcndance  in  which  they  were  placed,  by 
liolding  their  fituation  at  the  option  of  the  Crown.  All  the  princi- 
ples whidi  induced  fuch  a  change  to  be  made,  a  change  intended 
to  fccufc  purity  of  conduft  while  it  confirmed  independance  of  fitua- 
tion,  were  now  overlooked.  The  Bill  of  Rights,  all  was  forgotten, 
the  principle  of  alarm  feemed  to  juftify  every  violajipn  of  the  liber- 
ties of  the  people,  and  to  afibrd  a  fufficient  pretence  for  laying 
^afte  all  the  wifdom  of  our  anceftors.  He  now  came  to  the  main 
ciaufe  in  the  bill.  The  fubjeft  might  meet  and  deliberate,  not- 
withfhnding  the  prefent  bill,  in  the  prefence  of  a  magiftrate,  and 
where,  the  Solicitor  General  had  aflced,  where  is  the  free  country, 
in  which  a  people  have  been  permitted  to  deliberate,  without  the 
irriervention  of  the  magiftrate,  or  were  they  even  permitted  to  do  fo 
in  ancient  Rome — for  his  part,  he  did  not  wi(h  to  look  abroad  for 
Governments ;  he  wiftied  only  to  fupport  the  Britiih  Conftitution, 
facred  and  inviolable  as  it  ftood  at  the  Revolution.  He  was  to  do 
his  duty  as  a  member  of  the  Britifh  Parliament ;  he  was  not  then 
to  coniider  what  Government  was  beft,  be  wifhed  to  fupport  that 
vhich  was  already  eftabli (lied,  and  which  had  ftood  the  teftof  ages. 
It  was  one  thfng  to  make  a  government,  and  another  to  rob  a  peo- 
ple of  the  government,  that  had  been  handed  down  to  them  by 
their  anceftors.  *'  I  fay,"  exclaimed  Mr.  Erfkine,  "  when  there 
docs  appear  an  intention  on  the  part  of  a  government  to  commit  fuch 
a  robbery,  the  people  have  a  right  to  refift."  In  attempting  to 
(rove  the  fedidous  views  of  the  focicties,  the  learned  Solicitor 
General  had  neither  cited  any  of  the  fpeeches  that  had  been  de» 
livcrcd  at  Copenhagen  I^oufe,  nor  had  he  even  brouglit  down  his 
own  Old  Bailey  fpeech  ;  but  the  people  it  feems  were  difcontented, 
and  wcyoid  not  be  quiet. '  Upon  this  fubje6t  he  would  read  the 
c^nioo  of  a  man  of  the  higheft  abilities  and  authority — a  man  whofe 
VouXLIII.  Ee 
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talents  and  whofc  eloquence  were  of  that  fupcrior  kind,  that  every 
thing  that  came  from  him,  came  with  a  weight  that  rendered  it 
almoft  irrcfiOible  ;  he  meant  the  late  Earl  of  Chatham.  In  the 
year  1770,  when  a  motion  was  made  by  the  Marquis  of  Rocking- 
ham, relative  to  the  difconfcnts  that  had  broken  put  ;  which  dif- 
contents  he  imputed  not  to  any  confj-Jiacy  of  the  people  againft  the 
government,  but  to  confpiracy  of  the  government  againft  the  peo- 
ple, that  great  man,  Lord  Chatham,'  had  faid  — "  The  great  de- 
fevfb  is  here — It  corrupts — it  vitiates  every  thing  ;  the  people  com- 
pl.iin  of  grievances,  and  until  thofe  grievances  are  redieffed,  tl:ere 
will  neither  be  uniun  here,  nor  concord  in  the  people.  If  wc 
mean  feriouflv  to  unire  the  nation  within  itfclf,  wc  muft  convince 
thrm,  that  their  complaints  are  regarded,  and  that  their  grievances 
(hall  be  redrcfred."  Mr.  Erfkine  here  {topped  to  contend  that  the 
people  of  England  were  at  prefent  treated  with  contempt,  and  their 
peciJons  difregarded.  He  then  continued,  "  On  ihat  foundation  I 
would  take  the  lead  in  recommending  peace  and  harnwny  to  the 
people.  On  any  other,  I  would  never  wilh  to  fee  them  uniied 
again.  If  the  breach  irt  the  Conftitution  be  cffeftually  repaired,  the 
people  \'vill  of  themfelvcs  return  to  a  ftate  of  tranquillity.  If  not 
— may  difcord  prevail  for  ever!  I  know  to  what  point  this  dixlrine 
and  this  language  will  appear  dirccled  ;  but  I  feel  the  principles  of 
an  Englifliman,  and  I  utter  them  without  apprchenfion  or  refcrvc. 
The  crifis  is  indeed  alarming — fo  much  the  more  does  it  require  a 
prudent  relaxation  on  the  part  of  government.  If  the  King's  fcr- 
vants  will  not  permit  a  conftiturional  qucftion  to  be  decided  on, 
according  to  the  forms,  and  on  the  principles  of  the  Conftitution, 
it  muft  then  be  decided  in  fome  other  manner  ;  and,  rather  than  ir 
fhould  be  given  up,  rather  than  the  nation  ftiould  furrender  their 
birth- right  to  a  dcfpolic  Minifter,  I  hope,  my  Lords,  old  as  I  aqi, 
I  (hall  fee  the  queftion  brought  to  ilTue,  and  fairly  tiied  between 
the  people  and  the  government  1"  Wiih  the  fandtion  of  the  fenti- 
menrs  of  the  venerable  and  illuftrious  Earl  of  Chatham,  he  would 
maintain  that  the  people  of  Engl  md  (liould  dcfeixl  their  rights,  if 
ntceliary,  by  the  laft  extremity  to  which  freemen  could  refort.  For 
my  own  pan,-  faid  Mr.  Erfkine,  I  (liall  never  ceafe  to  ftruggle  in 
fupport  of  liberty.  In  no  fituation  will  I  defcrt  the  caufe.  I  was 
born  a  freeman,  and  bv  G(k1  I  (hall  never  die  a  flave. 

He  faid,  he  was  not  unwilling  to  allow  the  people  to  differ  with 
him  in  opinion,  but  he  would  think  that  the  mifchiefs  to  which  they 
were  now  to  apply Yi:ch  terrible  remedies  arofe  from  the  condudt  of 
the  fupcrior  orders  cf  men  in  this  countr)'.  The  .higher  ranks^kept 
themfelvcs  too  much  feparate  from  the  lower.      They  feemcd  al- 
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mod  to  think  thcmfelvcs  of  a  different  fpccics.      From  this  fatal 
prejudice,   unfpcAablc  evils  miglit  refult.      In  France  there  was  an 
unreformed  church ;  the  people  were  not  divided  into  various  clafles ; 
C\cTc  cxiftcd  only  the  nobility  and  the  populace  ;    no  intermediate 
da^s,  no  knowledge,    no  virtue.      It  \Vas  to  this  that  the  horrors 
and  the  calamities  of  the  French  revolution  were  owing.      The  due 
regard  of  the  higher  ranks  to  cherilTi  the  lower  orders  of  the  people, 
cjj'd  alone  produce  that  mutual  fupport  by  which  fociety  was  con- 
foiilated.      But  why  did  Minifters  never  come  forward  with  this 
rreifure,  when  France  was  diflradled  by  that  anarchy,  from  which 
all  the  principles  fo   prejudioiil  to  this  country  had  arifen?      And 
wlien  they  came  fprward  with  triu!nph3nt  dcfcriptions  of  the  im- 
provement of  the  French  Conliitution,   inftcad  of  availing  thcm- 
felvcs of  that  opportunity  of  failing  into  the  harbour  of  peace,  and 
pLtting  an  end  to  the  miferics  of  a  difaftrous  war,  inftcad  of  re- 
cofnmt-nding  the  ConlVitution  to  the  love  of  the  people  bv  an  expc- 
ricn:c  of  its  praftical  blefl'ings,  inftcad  of  the  higher  ranks  endea- 
vouring by  the  tcndernefs  of  their  behaviour,    to  draw  the  lower 
orders  back  to  conrentment  and  to  happinefs,   a  bill  is  brought  for- 
ward which  outrages  every  principle  of  freedom,  and  overthrows 
the  very  foundation  of  the  Conflitution.      It  had  been  uniformly 
adduced  by  gentlemen  on  the  other  fide  of  the  Houfe,  as  an  argu- 
ment for  coTKinuing  the  war  ajjainft  France,  the  preflure  of  her  in- 
itrnil  difcords  and  mifcry: — On  this  ground  was  built  an  expefta- 
t'on  of  making  her  fue  for  peace  on  almoft  any  terms  : — And  what 
advanta^TC  might  not   France  now  take,  wheri  Hie  heard,   that  be- 
c^'jfc  tlic  Pwnce,  in  going  to  meet  his  Parliament' in  the  midft  of  a 
difaiirous  war,   was  clamoroufly  furroundcd  by  an  almoft  famifhcd 
p-)plc,    that  therefore  this  Houfe,    by  its  proceedings,  and  at  a 
ji-j-^tture  fo  critical,  fliould  be  charging  a  fpirit  of  difioyalty  to  the 
iM jturch,  and  difafFedtion  to  the  Conftitution  on  the  people   of 
Lnglandr      Might  not  France  in  her  turn  be  induced,  from  thefc 
circumftanccs,  to  raife  her  demands,  and  to  hold  her  head  higher  than 
Hic  would  uthcrwife  have  done  ?      But  the  honourable  and  learned 
gentleman  could  not  believe  that  fuch  a  fprrit  as  this  adually  did 
prevail  lo  any  extent  ^   at  any  rate,  it  would  furely  be  infinitely 
more  politic  and  wife  to  footh  and  to  court  thefe  men,  if  they  have 
Jndccd  deviated  from  the  ftriiS  line  of  duty,  than  by  fcverc  mea- 
ftrcs  to  drive  them  to  repeated  a(*ls  of  violence  and  outrage?   xSo 
f  Tfrom  thinking  it  w^uld  be  unwife  and  dangerous,  he  could  not 
bLtfoiunder  it  as  tne  trueft  policy  to  Crili  fuch  miftaken  men  back, 
by  fiKwing  to  them  the  lenity  of  the  Engliflf  Government,   rather 
Aan  by  the  adoption  of  any  new  laws,  in  no  wiic  analogous  to  any 
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one  prin;:iple  of  the  Conftitution.     He  would  call  upon  any  law)'cr 
to  (liew  that  this  bill  was  confonant  to  the  principles  of  the  Confti- 
tution.     It  was  abrogated,    and  annulled.     The  bill  would  not 
allow  the  i>eople  to  meet,  but  to  ndvcrtifc  their  intention ;  and  futely 
this  was  a  vcr)'  extraordinary  circumflance.     The  people  were  the 
prjpcr  judges  of  the  grievancts  under  which  they  laboured.      They 
might  think  the  meafures  of  adminiftration  a  grievance  ;    yet  the 
Magi  (Irate  was  to  be  the  judge  of  the  nature  of  the  complaint,  ho»  - 
ever  rcfpcdlful  and  inofFenfivc,  might  even  pronounce  a  rcquidtion 
which  cenfured  the  ruinous  meafures  of  a  Minifter,  or  prr>p</ed  a 
reformation  of  abufes,  to  be  a  crime  againft  the  law.     The  pm- 
pvofers  of  this  bill  profeffcd  that  they  had  found  a  precedent  in  tlie 
13th  of  Charles  II.  but  he  called  upon  the  learned  gentleman  to 
ftate  where  he  found  any  one  adl  of  Parliament  which  gives  fuch  1 
broad  unlimited  power  to  the  Magiftratc  as  he  is  inverted  with  by 
the  bill  now  before  the  Houfe-     Our  anccliors,  however,  waiad 
till  fome  overt  aft  appeared,  which  was  the  fuhjeft  of  puniflin^cnr. 
Here  the  determination  of  a  Magiftrate  is  to  interfere  between  the 
people  and  the  afTertion  of  their  rights,  and  the  complaints  of  tliic 
grievances.      But  depend  upon  it,  faid  Mr.  Erfkinc,  the  people  of 
England,  unlefs  they  arc  loft  to  all  fcnfe  of  freedom,  and  of  na- 
tional honour,  will  not,  and  ought  nor,  to  fubmit.      Mr.  Erfkinc 
here  ftatcd  the  power  which  the  bill  beftowed  ujwn  Magiftrates,  of 
arbitrarily  jud_;ing  of  the  intention,  of  the  people  ;  and  even 'left  he 
himfelf  mi;ilu  be  rcfponfiblc  for  the  confcqucnccs  of  any  meeting,  a 
a  virtuous  Magilhatc  might  be  under  the  necefllty  of  difperfuig  a 
meeting  of  the  bcft  men  with  the  pureft  views.      He  ftated  various 
abfurJities  which  rcfultcd  from  the  authority  beftowed  on  Magif- 
trates,     He  fuppore<f  a  cafe,    that  thirty  or  forty  gentlemen  who 
were  in  rlic  Magiftracy,  were  to  join  in  propofing  a  public  meeting; 
one  hireling  Magiftrate,  or  two'  hungry,  venal,  jobbing,  trading 
juftices,  might,  by  their  wand  of  authority,    difperfe  them  all. 
The  law  never  looks  to  the  capacity  of  the  Magiftrate,  but  takes 
care  to  prevent  him  from  doing  wrong,  by  afcertaining  the  boundary 
of  his  condudl,  and  withholding  from  him  a  dangerous  undefined 
'authority.     As  the  bill  now  flood,  could  there  be  any  criminal  in- 
formation filed  againft  that  Magiftrate,    whofe  jurifdiclion,    and 
power  of  difperfing  the  aflfcmbly,  knew  no  bounds.      It  would  be 
much  more  manly,  much  more  confiftent  with  truth  and  candour 
to  come  forward  and  tell  the  people  of  England  that  they  were  nPt 
any  longer  to  prefume  to  arrogate  or  to  enjOy  fuch  privileges,  than 
to  infult  their  underftandings  by  telling  them  they  retain  that  liberty 
of  which  they  feel  themfelves  deprived.     Better  let  it  be  ftatrd  that 
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this  bill  rneans  tp  take  away  the  .privikge  of  pobHc  aiTemblies 
tirelr.  with  the  few  exceptions  which  it  enumerates :  for,  how  can 
men  petition  againfl  any  grievance^,  unlefs  they  can  freely  meet  to- 
gether, and  communicate  their  opinions  on  thefe  grievances  ?  Hcie 
the  honourable  and  learned  gentleman  read  a  quotation  from  Judge 
Eyre's  charge  tathc  Grand  Jury,  oa  the  trials  for  high  treafon,  in 
order  to  (hew  that  there  ihould  be  a  free  communication  of  thoughts 
on  matters  of  Government,  provided  it  be  in  fuch  a  manner  as  not 
to  difturb  the  public  peace.  The  Chief  J ufticc  fays— "  All  men 
may,  nay,  all  men  mufl,  if  they  poifefs  the  faculty  of  thinkir^, 
rcafon  upon  every  thing  which  fufficicntly  interefts  them  to  become 
objects  of  their  attention ;  and,  among  the  objefls  of  the  attention  of 
free  oien,  the  principles  of  Government,  the  Conftitution  of  parti- 
cular Governments,  and,  above  all,  the  Conftitution  of  the  Go- 
vernment under  which  they  live,  will  naturally  engage  attention,  and 
provoke  fpeculation.  The  power  of  communication  of  ^oughts 
and  opinions  is  the  gift  of  God,  and  the  freedom  of  tt  is  the  fource 
of  all  fcicnce,  the  firft  fruits  and  the  ultimate  happinefs  of  fociety ; 
and  therefore  it  fccms  to  follow,  that  human  laws  ought  not  to  in- 
tcrpofe,  nay,  cannot  interpofe,  to  prevent  the  communication  of 
fcntiments  and  opipions  in  voluntary  aiTemblies  of  men."  From 
this  it  was  evident  that  the  Judge  confidercd  voluntary  communica- 
tion as  not  only  lawful,  but  as  a  right  which  could  not  be  taken 
away.  But  the  learned  gentleman,  high  in  ofike,  has  told  the 
Houfe,  that  the  profecutions  for  libel  have  not  anfwered  the  end ; 
that  they  are  rendered  futile  and  nugatorj'.  What,  then,  muft  wc 
have  the  Liccniing  a£ls  revived,  and  an  imprimatur  granted  on 
every  publication  from  ^e  prefs? 

The  prefcnt  bill  was  faid  to  be  brought  in  for  die  fecurity  and 
protedfon  of  the  privileges  of  the  Conftitution.  All  laws,  in  all 
governments,  even  the  mod  defpotic,  in  their  preamble,  pretend 
to  be  dictated  by  the  good  of  the  people,  and  however  the  biU  and 
its  fupporters  might  affume  that  pretence,  it  was  to  be  judged  from 
its  natural  tendency.  He  a(kcd  if  it  was  confonant  with  the  fpirit 
of  die  Conftitution, ,  that  men  met  for  the  beft  of  purpofes  (hould 
be  dilperfed,  if  a  minifterial  fpy  thought  proper  to  bring  forward 
fome  point  which  appeared  exceptionable  to  the  magiftrate.  He 
would  now  inquire  what  were  the  prefent  laws  by  which  the  Con- 
ftitution was  defended.  If  it  required  new  fan6Uons,  he  would 
willingly  join  to  frame  them ;  but  he  would  accommodate  his  reme- 
dies  to  die  difcontents  and  dUafiedion  of  the  people,  upon  principles 
fdited  to  the  future  of  a  free  fiate,  and  of  the  Britifli  Conftitution. 
Mr.  Bturfcej  9  man  whole  abiUdes  he  reverencedj  and  who  had 
i 
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difplaycd  his  afteniftiing  powers  in  oppofitloa  to  the  right  honoura- 
ble gentleman,  long  before,  by  a  moft  unfortunate  cgincidcnce  of 
opinion,  he  had  recommended  himfclf  to  his  favour,^  when  fpcak- 
ing  on  the  American  war,  with  all  thofc  graces  of  oratory  which 
would  carry  down  his  fame  to  poficrity  with  that  of  the  fit! reft 
produdtions  of  <j!recian  and  Roman  eloquence,  hadcxprcffed  him- 
felf  in  a  manner  peculiarly  applicable  to  the  prefent  time:   **  It  U 
not  very  difficult  for  well-formed  minds  to  abandon  their  inccrcft ; 
but  the  fcparation  of  fame  and  virtue  is  an  harfh  divorce.     Lihcrf  v 
is  in  danger  of  being  made  unpopular  to  Engliflimen.     Contend- 
ing for  an  imaginary  power,  we  bcrgin  to  acquire  the  fpirii  of  do- 
mination, and  to lofe  the  relifli  of  hojieft  equality.     The  ptincipUs 
of  our  forefathers  become  fufpci^cd  to  us,  bccaufe  w-c  fee  thenn  ani- 
niatii^  the  prefent  oppofition  of  our  children.     The  faults  wiiich 
grow  out  of  the  luxuriance  of  freedom  appear  much  more  fhockinf^ 
to  us  than  the  bafc  vices  which  are  generated  from  the  ranknefs  of 
fervitude.     Accordingly  the  Icaft  rcfiftancc  to  power  appears  more 
inexcufable  to  our  eyes  than  the  grcateft  abufcs  of  authority.      All 
dread  of  a  ftanding  military  force  is  looked  upon  as  a  fupcrnidous 
panic.     All  (bame  of  calling  in  foreigners  and  favages  in  a  civil 
c?onteft  is  worn  off.     We  grow  indifferent  to  the  confequences  ine- 
vitable to  ourfelvcs,  from  the  plan  of  ruling  half  the  empire  by  a 
mercenary  fword.      Wc  are  taught  to  believe  that  a  defire  of  do- 
mineering over  our  countrymen  is  love  to  our  country  ;  and  thufc 
wliohatc  civil  war  abet  rebellion  ;  and  that  the  amiable  and  conci- 
liatory virtues  of  lenity,   moderation,  and  tendernefs  to  the  privi- 
leges of  thofc  who  depend  on  tliis  kingdom  are  a  fort  of  trcafon  to 
the  ftate.'*     This  was  not  a  pmjX)us  difplay  of  theoretical  obfcr- 
vaiions,  bpt  the  refult  of  wife  and  political  reflc6^ions,  intended  to 
have  a  real  and  praftical  confcquence.      He  would  call   ii\ton  any 
man  to  produce  an  inilance  of  the  iower  ranks  throwing  oflT  their 
rcfpcft  and  attachment  to  the  great,  when  the  latter  condu6ied 
thcmfelves  wirh  gcntlenefs,  attention,  and  regard.      I  have  heard, 
faid  he,  amM  am  afhamcd  and  grieved  that  there  fhould  be  per- 
sons capable  of  fuch  unworthy  fentimcnts,   I  have  heard  men  of 
high  rank  fay  that  they  would  not  defert  their  poff,  like  the  nobility 
in  France  ;  that  they  would  ftand  and  oppofe  the  danger  with  arms 
in  tlicir  hands.      But  what,   I   conjure  you  to  reflect,  muft  be  the 
confequences  of  fuch  a  ftrugglc  between  the  higher  and  lower  claffcs 
of  focir:ry  f      If  men  of  rank  have  any  regard  for  that  Conffitu- 
tion  to  which  they  profefs  to  adhere,  they  will  try  to  win  back  the 
people,  if  they  have  departed  from  their  attachnr»cnt^  to  the  objcd 
they  once  loved  and  venerated.      Lenity  alone  will  cffe6l  this  de- 
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llrcable  end.  Let  not  the  dread  of  this  or  the  other  feditious  pam- 
phlet reduce  us  from  that  corrcdt  and  equitable  line  of  conduS  we 
•  light  to  obfcrvc  to  the  people  of  England.  Good  Heavens !  what 
nrifoable  infatuation  has  fcized  this  Houfe !  Mihiders  have  helA 
out  a  docirine  to  the  French  people,  which,  if  they  adopt  it,  is 
dreadful  to  contemplate  the  confequenccs.  They  have  faid  that 
tr.t-y  entertained  greater  hopes  of  peace  from  the  internal  convul- 
liuns  of  France  than  from  expectations  of  accommodation  with 
J  vr  govemment.  Should  the  French  nation,  through  fome  cxag- 
.^.ntcd  information,  become  acquainted  with  the  infult  offered  to 
His  Majefty,  and  the  meafurcs  which  have  been  founded  on  it, 
?'.cy  would  believe  that  the  difloyalty  of  the  Britifh  nation  has 
n.ounccd  to  fuch  a  height  as  required  and  j unified  the  adoption  of 
tho  tlrongcil  coercion  and  reftraint.  Such  accounts,  corrot)oratcd 
by  fuch  £ac)s,  might  induce  France  to  hold  the  language,  tliat  the 
«>Ljcct  of  peace  might  be  advanced  by  a  revolution  in  this  country, 
arkJ  tend  to  perpetuate  the  evils  which  now  opprefs  the  country 
tVt»in  the  continuance  of  the  war. 

The  acl  of  Charles  11.  urged  as  a  preciedent,  did  not  go  the 
Icn^h  of  tlie  prefent  bill ;  it  only  authorifed  magiftrates  to  interfere 
when  an  overt- act  of  tumult  took  place,  or  to  require  fccurity  if 
dinger  to  the  peace  was  apprehended  ;  but  it  never  prohibited  a 
ir>ceting  to  be  held  ;  it  did  not  forbid  voluntary  communication, 
but  prohibited  tumultuous  petitioning :  this  bill  prohibits  petition-^ 
ing  upon  grievances  which  adlually  exift.  1*he  language  of  the 
Miiiirter  once  had  been,  "  That  we  had  loft  America  by  the  cor- 
ruption of  an  unreformed  Parliament;  and  that  we  would  never 
havc  a  wife  and  honourable  adminiftration,  nor  be  refcued  from 
the  evils  of  unneceffary  war,  nor  the  fatal  efFeds  of  the  funding 
lyftem,  till  a  radical  reform  was  obtained."  In  this  the  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman  had  (hewn  his  prophetic  powers ;  for,  to  fuch 
a  Parliament  was  owing  that  deteftable,  ruinous,  and  dcftrudivc 
^»ar  into  which  the  honourable  gpntleman  had  plunged  tlie  coun- 
try. Yet  the  right  honourable  .gentleman  would  now  brand  with 
the  imputation  of  fedition  all  who  employed  the  language  he  once 
had  held,  or  who  expreffcd  their  difcontent  at  the  fatal  meafurcs- of 
his  adminiftration.  But  have  thefe  focietics  really  erected  ttiat 
fundard  againft  the  Conftitution  r  He  could  not  gn  into  that  far- 
ngo  of  evidence  with  which  he  had  been  wearied  almoll  to  death 
on  a  former  occafion,  but  he  would  fay  that  n j  fuch  thing  was 
proved  by  evidence.  He  would  aik,  whether  liberty -was  not  in 
danger  of  becoming  unpopular  to  Englifhmen,  when  its  bulwarks 
were  attacked,  and^its  principles  violated  ?      And  were  thofc  men 
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Vfho  ddiberate  on  grievances  which  do  aftually  cxift,  to  be  branded 
"with  fedition,  and  their  meetings  fupprcflcd  ?     However  illegally 
tfaey  might  have  conducted  themfclves  as  individuals,  or  intctnpc- 
rartely  as  a  coUedUve  body,  yet  have  they  never  agreed  to  hold  any 
meeting  ia  order  to  fuperfedc  the  government  of  this  country.     [In 
proof  of  this  Mr.  Erfkinc  quoted  Lord  Chirf  Baron  Eyre's  charge 
to  the  Grand  Jury,  and  repeated  fome  circumftanccs  of  the  tiials.J 
That  the  prefcnt  conjuncture  required  the  mcafure  in  agitation  was 
not  proved,  and  the  prefumption  was  undoubtedly  againft  it ;  but  if 
it  did  not  require  fome  care  and  management  to  flop  the  prpgrcfs  of 
difcontent  or  fedition,  he  would  earneftly  recommend  the  adoption 
of  lenient  and  conciliatory  meafures,  inftead  of  violent  attacks  on 
the  Con(Htution.  v  The  exlfting  laws  were  fufficient  to  reprefs   all 
unlawful  aflemblies  that  met  for  an  illegal  purpofe,  or  legal  meet- 
ings that  broke  out  into  overt  ads  of  tumult  and  diforder.      In 
guarding  againft  thofe,  it  furely  could  never  be  necefTary  to  tear  up 
by  the  roots  the  principles  of  freedom.     Let  fecurity  and  liberty 
go  together ;  nothing  clfe  could  avert  the  danger  that  was  appre- 
hended.    He  would  fpeak  boldly  what  he  felt  to  be  of  the  laft 
importance  to  the  prefervation  of  tranquillity,  for  in  this  way  alone 
would  be  prj^vented  thofe  bickerings,  heart-burnings,  and  difcon- 
tents  which  might  otherwife  difhirb  the  public  happinefs  and  prof- 
perity,  and  which  muft  inevitably  be  the  confequence  if  the  pre- 
fent  bill  (hould  pafs  into  a  law. , 

Mr.  MI  LB  AN  KE  (aid  he  (hould  oppofe  the  fecond  reading  ot 
this  bill,  becaufe  the  riot  z&  already  authorifed  magiftrate,  mayor, 
orOierifF,  to  difperfe  any  meeting  compofed  of  twelve  perfons  or 
mose,  fufpedled  of  aflenibling  for  tumultuous  purpofes,  and  if  thofe 
perfons  did  not  immediately  difperfe,  when  fo  commanded,  they 
were  guilty  of  felony.  He  was  afraid  that  the  bill  might  be  made 
ufe  of  for  bad  and  pernicious  purpofes,  and  to  fandion  the  intro- 
duSion  of  many  abufes  into  the  ilate  ;  and  upon  thefe  principles, 
convinced  that  there  was  already  a  ftrong  and  fatisfadtory  remedy  to 
every  probable  evil,  of  the  nature  .adverted  to  in  the  bill,  to  be 
found  in  the  low  as  it  now  (lands,  he  would  not  detain  the  Houfe 
any  longer,  but  give  his  decided  negative  to  the  queftion.. 

Mr.  ANSTRUTHER  wi(hed  the  bill  to  meet  with  a  fuU  and 
ample  difcuiSon  on  its  own  merits,  and  that  the  Houfe,  after  ad- 
verting to  the  drcumftances  of  the  prefent  day,  and  the  nature  of 
the  meafure  propofed,  (hould  fairly  and  temperately  decide  whether 
tbene  cKided  a  noceffity  for  any  interference  on  their  part,  and  if 
there  was»  whether  the  bill  in  queftion  was  the  proper  (lep  to  be 
taken. 
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Tlie  learned  gentleman  -who  fpoke  laA  had^  he  faid,  attempted 
to  trace  the  bill  up  to  a  general  fyftem  of  fcparating  the  rich  from 
the  poor;  but  how  did  he  make  that  appear?  for  if  the  grounds 
on  which  Miniftry  proceed  are  admitted,  men  of  all  orders,  rich 
and  pooTy  high  and  low,  and  middle  rank,  are  all  equally  con- 
cerned, as  to  refift  Jacobin  principles  was  alike  the  duty  of  every 
man.  The  fame  gentleman  had  laid  it  alfo  down  as  a  fundamen- 
tal propofition,  that  the  liberty  of  the  fubjedt  is  taken  away ;  be- 
csufc  when  law  prohibits  any  thing,  it  prohibits,  at  the  fame  time, 
every  manner  of  doing  it ;  and  hence  inferring  the  converfc  of  the 
pTopofition,,  that  what  it  permitted,  it  was  permitted  in  every  way  ; 
and  dicrcforc,  in  reftraining  the  right  of  public  meetings  in  any 
way,  the  principle  is  fo  far  violated..  In  this  argument  the  learned 
gentleman  was  certainly  miftaken ;  for  though  nothing  is  clearer 
than  that  law  prohibits  every  manner  of  doing  that  which  it  for- 
bids, yet  the  inverfe  of  that  propofition  can  never  be  maintained, 
Aat  what  It  permits  it  allows  to  be  done  in  every  manner.  In 
proof  of  which  he  refened  the  Houfe  to  the  very  bill  depending, 
where  public  meetings  are  permitted  with  certain  formularies,  but 
were  forbid  without  them.     Yet  Mr.  Erfkine  contended,  that  a 

* 

lawful  act  could  never  be  done  in  an  unlawful  manner,  and  feemed 
to  found  his  oppofition  to  the  bill  on  that  general  argument,  main- 
tiinit^thatit  was  an  abridgement  of  the  hitherto  acknowledged  li- 
berties of  the  country. 

The  major  propofition  is  not  only  'nvalid,  but  his  min9r  like- 
wife  ;  for  the  country  was  never  before  in  a  fimilar  predicament  to 
the  prefcnt,  and  therefore  could  not  require  that  abridgement. 
Take  it  to  be  fo,  of  its  Jiberties,  and  confequently  the  abfence  of 
&0&  example  is  of  no  efFect.  . 

Again. — Mr.  Erflcine  fays  that  the  bill  will  take  away  all  right 
of  petition,  becaufe  two  magiftrates,  in  tlie  exercife  of  the  difcre- 
tion  inverted  in  them,  may  difpcrfe  the  meeting  previous  to  its  de- 
liberation or  refolvesy  on  trivial,  capricious,  and  unfounded  grounds, 
2nd  yet  is  not  liable  to  be  called  to  account  for  fo  doing.  He, 
hiowcver,  himfelf  deteded  the  fallacy  of  this  opinion  in  another 
part  of  his  fpeech,  wherf,  after  many  libels  on  the  magiftratcs  of 
Wcftmtnfter,  he  fays,  that  they  would  not  go  the  length  of  dif- 
perfir^the  meeting,  perhaps,  left  they  might  flip  into  a  jail. 

The  latter  opinion  he  thought  the  better  founded  ;  for  certainly 
in  this  cafe,  as  in  any  other  abufe  of  power,  magiftrates  would  be 
fubjed  CO  account  and  punifhment,  if  they  (hould  prefume  to  dif- 
perie  any  public  meeting  without  fair  and  reafonable  grounds. 

He  next  adverted  to  a  contradidion  that  Mr.  Erfkine  attempted 
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to  faftcn  on-  Mr.  Mitford,  who  maintained  that  the  bill  was  notj 
only  conliftcnt  with  the  liberty  of  the  people,  but  that  it  protected 
and  prcferved  that  liberty.  This  Mr.  Anftruther  thought  perfe^^ly 
reconcileable,  when  fairlv  dated,  inafmuch  as  the  bill  left  evcrv 
ufeful  and  conftitution?J  liberty  untouched,  and  only  reftraincd  tlic 
pernicious  excefs  of  it. 

With  refpeft  to  the  novelty  of  the  mcafure,  on  which  fo  mudi 
Orcfs  had  been  laid,  and  the  alTertion,  that  it  was  unknown  to  tiv: 
Confticution,  he  wi(hed  to  remjnd  thc'Houfe,  that  new  circum- 
ftances  muft  always  originate  new  meafures  in  every  Legiflaturc 
that  was  watchful,  9nd  did  its  duty ;  and  as  to  its  being  unknown 
in  principle,  that  h^  denied,  and  maintained,  that  at  all  times  the 
Conftitution  contained  a  principle  of  exertion  adequate  to  cvenr 
emergency,  and  it^  own  prote^ion  in  particular. 

The  general  principle  was  to  allow  as  much  libert)'  as  was  eorv 
fiftent  with  its  own  fecurity,  and  the  real  welfare  of  the  fubjccl ; 
'  but  the  adual  quantum  had  often  fluduated  in  the  courfe  of  our 
hiftor)^  as  emergencies  arofe. .  Even  the  verj^  ftatute  of  trcafons 
fo  much  relied  on,  the  25th  of  Edward  III.  exprefsly  fays,  **  that 
when  cafes  arife,  recourfe  muft  be  had  to  Parliament ;"  and  in 
later  times,  particularly  fince  the  reign  of  Elizabeth,  Parliament 
had  fo  interfered  in  cafes  more  fimilar  than  was  generally  imagined ; 
for  they  had  cnaded  laws  to  condemn  dangerous  tenets,  and  an- 
nexed penalties.  This  was  always  done  where  powerful  and  aflive 
parties  attempted  to  carry  thefe  opinions  into  pradlical  cffeA.  And 
tliefe  laws  were  made  folely  from  motives  of  political  prudence, 
unconnected  from  moral  guilt. 

What  moral  offence  was  it,  for  example,  to  deny  the  King's 
title  to  the  crown,  or  to  call  him  a  heretic  ?  But  hiftory  had  (hewn 
thit  thefe  opinions  were  connected  with  very  wide  and  deep-rooted 
practical  confcquenccs,  and  therefore  they  were  condemned,  for- 
bidden, and  made  penal  in  the  highcft  degree.  The  fame  prudent 
policy  of  our  anceftors  had  gone  farther,  and  had  looked  to  the 
connexion  of  fuch  tenets  with  the  power  and  difpofition  of  foreign 
ftates,  and  relaxed  or  frrcngrhened  their  meafures  accordingly. 

In  the  reigns  of  Charles  II.  George  I.  and  II.  frequent  in- 
ftanccs  of  this  interference  were  to  be  found.  The  meafure  was, 
therefore,  in  principle,  directly  warranted  by  precedent  and  ex- 
perience. 

The  feverity  of  tlic  puni(hment  had  alfo  been  cited  as  objc£Uon- 
ablc ;  but  in  the  cafes  alluded  to,  equal  if  not  exceeding  fcvcrit)' 
was  to  bcTound.  If  there  has  not  been  precifely  fuch  a  bill,  it 
is  becaufe  n^  fuch  prccifc  evil  ever  exiftcd  before  ;  but  through  die 
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whole  cnxTcnt  of  hiftory  wc  fee  the  Parliament  at  times  meeting 
every  new  evil  with  new  laws,  and  by  fo  doing  have  laid  down' 
the  principle,  and  given  us  the  example  to  ufe  it. 

In  one  inftance  in  particular,  relative  to  tumultuous  petitioning,  a 
prohibition  more  ftrict  and  penal  was  enafted.  "  Fpr,  if  above  twelve 
in  nupnbes  met  by  the  found  pf  bell  or  trumpet,  in  confequence  of. 
ccitain  hand- bills,  the  didributor  of  fuch  hand-bills  was  made  par- 
ticipator of  all  the  afls  of  the  meeting,  though  not  prefcnt." 

If  Parliament  were  to  dire<ft  their  views  to  ciFedtual  and  pre- 
ventive remedies,  it  Was  time  to  delay  no  longer.  The  moral  figns 
and  proofs  were  alresdy  fufliciently  evident :  Would  thofc  who  refill 
the  meafure  wifh  them  to  wait  the  effedl  of  the  prefcnt  machination, 
till  the  nation  was  rent  with  civil  war,  and  the  King  was  brought 
to  the  block.     The  evil  would  then  be  part  their  power'to  remove. 

He  here  read  the  fpeech  of  the  Speaker's  predcceflbr,  upon  the 
occafion  of  the  bill  to  prevent  tumultuous  petitioning  :  —  "  And  be- 
caufe  much  of  oiJr  late  mifery  took  its  rife  from  feditious  pamphlets 
and  fpeeches  from  the  pulpits,  it  is  provided,  that  if  any  man 
(hall  maltcioufly  and  advifcdly  publifh  or  affirm  your  Majefty  to  be 
an  heretic  or  a  Papift,  or  that  you  endeavour  to  introduce  popery, 
or  (hall  ftir  up  the  people  to  hatred  or  diflike  of  your  royal  perfon 
or  government,  then  every  fuch  perfon  (hall  be  made  incapable  of 
any  office  or  employment  either  in  church  or  ftate. 

"  We  cannot  well  ft)rgct  the  method  how  our  late  miferies,  like 
waves  of  the  fea,  came  in  upon  us.  Firft,  the  people  were  in- 
vited to 'petition,  to  give  colour  to  fome  illegal  demands  ;  then  they 
muft  rcnK>nftratc ;  then  they  muft  proteft ;  then  they  muft  cove- 
nant ;  then  they  muft  alTociate ;  then  they  muft  engage  againft  our 
Uwful  government ;  and*  for  the  maintenance  of  the  moft  horrid 
branny  that  ever  was  invented;  for  the  prevention  of  this  practice 
for  the  future,  we  do  humbly  tender  unto  your  Majefty  a  bill,  en- 
titled, an  a4^  againft  tumults  and  diforders,  upon  pretence  of  pre- 
paring or  prefcnting  public  petitions  or  addredes  to  your  Majefty,  or 
the  Parliament.'*  He  hoped  that  we  had  no  occafion  for  a  repeti- 
tion of  thofe  (cenes,  but  that  we  (hould  'have  fufficicnt  wifdom  to 
profit  by  the  example  already  ftated. 

If,  as  from  this  view  of  the  fubje<£t  he  thought,  the  prefcnt  cir-'' 
cumtlances  did  require  an  interference  on  the  part  of  Parliament^ 
the  next  queftion  that  arofe  was,  whether  the  prefcnt, bill  was  inch 
a  one  as  (hould  be  adopted. 

To  thofe  who  never  faw  any  fcditioa  or  danger  in  paft  events, 
and  thought  that  people  might  fafely  and  innocently  revile  every 
t1tablt(hment  of  the  Conftitution,  to  fuch  he  meant  not  toaddrcfs 
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hlmfclf ;  it  was  in  vain;  but  to  the  bulk  of  the  Houfe  he  left  it 
as  an  iffuc,  whether  there  was  not  every  proof  of  machination, 
dangerous  to  the  fafety  of  the  King  and  Conftitution;   and  though 
juries  had  not  found  the  fa6t,  it  was  to  be  obferved,  that  they  were 
bound  to  fpeak  with  moral  ccrtaint)',  and  left  every   inferior  con- 
vidlion  to  the  animadverfipn  of  the   Legiflaturc  ;  but  even,   ac- 
cording to  Mr.  Erflcinc's  own  ftatemcnt,  Lord  Chief  Juftice  Eyre 
left  the  fatSl  of  dangerous  and  trcafonable  confpiracicrs  to  the  Grand 
Jury,  that  had  pronounced  their  exiftcncc.      The  London  Corrcf- 
ponding  Societ}^  had  exprefsly  faid,  that  they  would  not   petition 
Parliament  for  a  redrcfs  of  grievances,  but  that  a  National  Con- 
vention was  the  mode  that  they  would  purfue  for  that  purpofc. 
•     When  Louis  XVL  was  depofcd,  then  it  was  that  they  declared 
that  the  French  Revolution  had  arrived  at  the  height  in  which  they 
could  congratulate  the  auihors  of  that  event ;  and  who,  he  aftcd, 
did  not  feci  anxious  relative  ^o  the  conclufion  of  the  meeting  at 
Copenhagen  Houfe,  when. they  heard  of  the  number  and  objects 
of  that  affemblv  ? 

They  came,  it  feems,  to  a  rcfolution  to  petition  the  Kir^  in 
his  way  to  Parliament.  In  the  courfe  of  his  pafiagc  there  he  was 
grofsly  infulted  and  treated  with  atrocious  violence.  He  admitted 
that  there  was  no  legal  Connexion  between  the  previous,  meeting 
and  the  affault  on  that  occafion  ;  but  there  was  a  very  high  degree 
of  probability  that  the  one  proceeded  from  the  other.  There 
was,  in  fadl,  a  natural  connc61ion  between  the  principles  avowed 
and  difpcrfcd  at  that  meeting,  ai)d  the  faft  ariling  on  that  fubfc- 
quent  occafion.  Whether  or  no  the  p'aper,  entitled  King-killing, 
was  cfpoufed  and  circulated  at  that  meeting,  Jacobin  principles 
were  to  the  utmod  extent,  and  the  formed  dodlrine  is  only  an  infe- 
rence from  them. 

It  ftcms,  that  at  prefent  they  even  find  fault  with  the  govern- 
ment of  France,  as  not  being  fufEcicntly  Jacobinical,  fince  it  ad- 
mitted the  di(lin6lion  between  thofe  who  have  property,  and  thofe 
who  have  none ;  a  diftinciion  which  Mr.  Tbelwall  had  publicly 
declared  to  be  infamous.  They  came  to  a  refolution  at  that  meet- 
'  ing,  to  petition  the  King,  and  addrefs  the  nation.  The  former 
not  being  noticed,  they  declared  afterguards,  that  it  was  either  fup- 
prefled  or  pafled  over  with  unfeeling  cqntempt.  The  firft  alterna- 
tive related  obvioufly  to  Minifters,  whom  they  chaigc  with  the 
new  offence  of  high  trcafon  againft  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the 
people.  The  other  alternative  relates  as  clearly  to  His  Majefly, 
who  they  pronounce  unworthy  of  refpedt  if  he  does  not  attend  to 
the  happinefs  and  liberty  of  his  people>  and  then  infinuate  that  he 
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has  betrayed  bis  truft.  The  confequcnce  of  thefe  conditions,  po- 
Hrions,  and  arguments  was  obvious,  and  led  to  the  mod  dangerous 
cffei^.  Such  arguments,  ufed  to  a  meeting  of  40,000  perfons, 
could  produce  nothing  but  infinuation  and  excitement  and  difloyalty 
and  treafon. 

He  here  read  an  extraS  from  one  of  their  publications,  in 
which  they  declare,  **  that  the  only  powerful  but  foUtary  argument 
in  favour  of  oar  Conftitution,  was  the  virtues  of  the  monarch, 
which  they,  however,  had  not  found.'*      * 

Ffom  thefe  fa^^s,  Mr.  Anftruthcr  inferred,  that  the  prcfcnt  cir- 
cumitanccs  called  loudly  for  fome  legiflative  interference,  and  then 
proceeded  to  inquire  whether  the  bill  before  the  Houfe  was  fuch  a 
one  as  they  fhould  adopt. 

The  as£l  would  not,  he  faid,  prevent  any  publi:  meeting  called 
by  (hcriffs,  magiftrates,  or  corporations,'  the  principal,  if  not  the 
only  meetings  anciently  and  hitherto  known  to  the  Conftiia^ion. 
Nay,  it  even  authorifed  others  under  certain  conditions,  as  if  no- 
tice be  given  by  three  houfeholders.  That  notice,  indeed,  muft 
be  public  ;  but  not,  as  Mr.  Erfkine  ftated,  given  to  a  magiftrate?, 
the  2&  containing  no  fuch  fpeciBcation. 

Then  they  muft  farther  aiTign  the  objcfl ;  but  what  rcftraint  is 
it  to  the  known  conftitutional  meetings  of  the  country,  to  enaft 
that  it  (hall  not  be  held  if  the  objed  is  on  the  f^ce  of  it  feditious. 
The  magiftrate  may,  however,  difperfe  it,  if,  for  whatfoever  of- 
tcniible  caufe  it  is  called,  the  deliberations  or  refolutions  become 
fcditious;  but  we  know,  that  under  many  fair  pretences,  as,  for 
inllance,  parliamentary  reform,  fedition,  and  even  treafon,  have 
confprcdto  it;  therefore  it  is  neccflary  to  provide,  that  however 
oilcnfible  and  fair  the  meeting,  it  (hall  not  degenerate  fmm  its 
avowed  objeft. 

Another  cbufe  prohibited  political  le£lures,  where  money  was 
taken;  this  was  meant,  and  properly  fo,  to  check  the  pernicious 
pradice  of  di(feminating  fedition  under  the  unfufpefting  garb  of 
divcrfion.  At  thefe  places  the  dodrine  of  holy  lnfurrc(f\ion  and 
fovereignty  were  blended  with  amufement ;  but  in  reftraining  thefe 
new-fangled  occupations,  it  was  ftrange  to  be  reproached  with  li- 
miting the  old  cuftoms  and  eftablilhed  ufages  of  the  country. 

To  clubs  and  meetings  fuch  as  thefe  it  was,^  and  not  to  the  ancient 
defpotifmy  that  France  owed  all  its  miferies,  as  had  been  fo  often 
allcdg^.  The  government  of  France  and  all  its  orders  were  yield- 
ing and  conforming,  and  till  thefe  clubs  arofe  all  was  profperous 
and  amioable. 
Ffom  this  view  of  the  fubjed  he  moft  heartily  approved  of  the 
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bill.  He  faw  both  the  principle  and  exercifc  of  it  in  the  Confti- 
tution,  and  in  the  prefcnt  circumftahces,  fads  that  called  for  its 
application,  and  in  itfelf  was  as  remediable  and  as  little  objcflion- 
ablc  as  poffible.  It  tended  to  fruftrate  the  machinations  of  an  ac- 
tive and  defperate  few,  who  fought  to  raife  themfelvcs  on  the  ruin 
of  their  country;  and  the  bulk  of  the  people  would  regard  it,  he 
was  perfuaded,  as  he  did,  namely,  as  a  meafure  to  protect  them 
from  their  enemies,  and  fecure  the  Conftitution  under  which  they 
had  fo  long  profpercd. 

Mr.  HARRISON  faid,  it  would  l>c  difficult  for  him  to  cndea- 
vour  to  difprove  the  connection,  left  he  ftiould  be  accounted  fedi- 
tious,  and  one  of  the  enemies  to  good  order.     He  felt  the  utmoft 
abhorrence  at  tho  outrage  committed  on  the  perfon  of  His  Majefty, 
and  wifticd' the. actors  to  be  brought  to  puniftiment;  yet,  notwith- 
ftanding  this,  he  could  not  confent  to  implicate  bodies  of  people 
in  the"  atrocious  tranfgrcflion  of  a  few   individuals  ;  for  he  hoped 
and  trufted  that  they  were  few  who  were  guilt)'  of  an  a£l  of  fuch 
extraordinary  violence,  which  he  did  not  confider  as  a  deliberate 
a£t,  but  as  the  fudden  outrage  of  fome  defperate  ruffian.     The 
preflurc  of  diftrefs,  however,  occafioned  by  the  war,  together  with 
the  high  price  of  con)  and  other  provifions,  had  produced  an  ill 
temper  and  turbulent  difpofition  among  the  lower  clafTes  tlirough- 
out  the  cpuntry,  which,  in  a  moment  of  madnefs,  might  prompt 
fome  of  them  to  make  fo  defperate  an  attempt ;  but  then  the  way 
to  prevent  the  repetition  of  fuch  crimes,  was  not  by  afts  of  unex- 
ampled fcverity,  but*by  giving  them  a  peace,  and  putting  mcafares 
in  fuch  a  train  that  their  diftreffcs  might  be  alleviated.      If  the  nc- 
ceffity  for  farther  laws  could  be  clearly  •  and  fatisfadorily  proved, 
there  were  none  more  ready  than  himfelf  to  promote  them  ;  but 
from  what  he  had  heard,  no  perfon  had  (hewn  that  the  prefcnt  laws 
were  defedive ;  on  the  contrary,  the  crown  lawyers  themfclves  had, 
by  their  own  ftatcmcnt,  proved  them  to  be  fufficicnt.      If  the  liiw 
of  treafon  did  not  apply  in  the  cafes  alluded  to  during  the  difcuflhm 
of  this  bill,  the  perfons  who  offended  might  be  brought  to  puniih- 
mcnt  by  tlie  law  of  mifdemeanor.     Inftead  of  (hewing  any  dcfert 
in  the  law,  as  it  now  exifted,  he  thought  the  gentlemen  in  the  ex- 
ecutive government  had  (hewn  their  negle<3,  dicir  inattention,  and 
inability  in  not  preventing  the  commifTion  and  the  repetition  of  the 
evils  of  which  they  complained ;   but  it  had  appeared,  wherever 
they  began  to  inftitute  a  remedy,  it  was  only  where  it  had  firftbcen 
rendered  neceflTary  by  their  own  rcmi(riicfs  and  mifcopdu^.      If 
there  was  any  neceflity  to  prevent  fcdition,  he  feared  thfe  prefcnt 
bill  would  have  a  contrary  tSt&,y  becaufe  it  ^as  impo(rtble  for  the 
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tcs  to  have  any  powerful  contipl  over  a  large  meeting  with- 
out the  ailiibuioe  of  the  military  force,  which  was  a  remedy  at  all 
times  dai^jerous,  and  only  to  be  applied  to  in  extreme  cafes. 
Whenever  there  had  been  a  neceflity/to  app^y  to  the  military  of 
late,  he  remarked,  to  the  gre^t  credit  of  the  officers  and  men, 
they  had  behaved  with  lenity  and  moderation ;  but  he  feared  that 
fome  day  refiftance  on  the  one  hand,  and  pique  upon  the  other, 
might  produce  fatal  confequences,  and  then  the  foldicrs  might  be 
afTaSed  with  a  contrition  the  next  day,  which  might  eventually 
render  it  not  altogether  fafe  for  Government  to  depend  on  the  ca- 
price of  the  miHtaiy.  I^t  them  look  from  the  Pretorian  guards 
in  the  Roman  Empire,  to  the  JanifTaries  among  the  I'urks,  for 
the  various  and  fuddcn  revolutions  which  foldiers  have  effected. 
If  once  this  bill  fhould  pafs,  thiere  would  be  an  end  of  all  free- 
dom of  debate,  an  end  of  inquiry  into  the  conduct  of  MiniOers, 
and  an  end. of  every  mc^ns  of  redrefs  of  grievances  which  might 
siffeA  thdm  from  the  conduct  of  the  executive  government.  The 
Miniftcr  would  have  no  longer  to  call  for  that  blind  confidence 
which  has  been  fo  repeatedly  demanded,  and  f^  improvidcntly 
given,  for  he  would  then  be  in  the  fuUeft  pofTcflTion  of  every  fpe- 
cics  of  authority  to  enforce  what  meafures  he  thought  proper.  It 
was  the  con'fidence  wjiich  had  been  given  to  him  that  had  led  to 
the  wafle  of  fo  much  blood  and  treafure  ;  and  if  we  continued  the 
war,  and  continued  to  deprive  the  people  of  tlie  only  blefTmgs  they 
enjoyed,  we  (hould  go  on  from  extreme  to  extreme,  till  inftcad  of 
qucllir^  our  enemies  abroad  by  famine,  we  ihould,  by  famine  and 
opprcITion  at  home,  provoke  our  own  fubjcdts  to  adlual  rebellion. 
He  therefare  protefted  publicly  againft  the  bill,  becaufe  he  could 
not  bear  to  fee  thofe  principles  ripped  up  by  the  roots,  by  an  adhe- 
rence to  which  the  government  had  fo  long  flourlQicd. 

Lord  MORNINGTON  commenced  by  faying, -that  the  cir- 
cumflances  Mvhich  condituted  the  neceflity  for  the  prefent  meafure, 
and  competency  of  the  meafure  to  the  urgency  of  the  cafe,  Itruck 
him  fo  plainly,  he  was  furprifed  at  the  difference  of  opinion  which 
arofe  upon  it,  and  would  endeavour,  not  without  hopes  of  fuccefs, 
to  explain  it  diflindly  to  the  Houfe.  The  whole  fcopd  of  the  cafe 
rcfolved  itfelf,  in  his  mind,  into  three  heads  of  confideration.— *ThQ 
firft  of  thofc  queflions  was,  did  there  exifl  an  evil  fo  great  as  to  call 
for  fome  remedy  ?  The  next,  wficther  there  appeared  to  be  fufH- 
dent  power  in  the  law,  as.it  now  flood,  to  meet  that  evil,  witix>ut 
having  recourfe  to  any  new  law.— And  the  third,  whether  the  bill 
now  under  confideration  was  competent  to  meet  the  evil,  or  exceed- 
ed the  portion  of  power  neceflfary  for  that  purpofe.     On  the  fecond 
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and  third  of  thefc  queftions  much  had  already  been  faid— he  would 
therefore  confine  himfelf  to  the  firft  chiefly,  and  he  hoped  to  make 
it  appear  that  there  was  not  to  be' found  in  the  whole  page  of  hiftory, 
any  ond  cafe  that  caHed  fo  loudly  for  the  interference  of  Parliament. 
Much  difference  of  opinion,  and  much  difcuflion,  had  arifen  as  to 
the  connedlion  tliat  fubfifted,  or  was  fuppofed  to  fubfift,  between  the 
proceedings  of  the  different  focieties  and  meetings,  and  that  outrage 
which  all  concurred  in  deploping,  which  was  a  fcandal  to  the  nation, 
and  which  all  were  called  upon  to  prevent  in  future.     Upon  this, 
gentlemen  had  fpokcn,  each  as-  he  was  inclined  to  believe,  and  each 
referring  to  a  caufc  correfpondent  to  that  belief.     One  honourable 
gentleman  had  faid,  that  it  was  an  accidental  outrage.     His  Lord- 
6iip  intreated  the  Houfe  to  confider  whether  it  would  be  poflTible  lo 
'perfuade  the  nation,  that  the  Sovereign  was  outraged  in  his  way  to 
Parliamet  by  accident,  or,,  in  other  words,  without  any  caufeor 
motive-     But  gentlemen  had  amended  their  words,  and  again  faid, 
that  it  was  owing,  not  to  accident,  but  to  a  plot  of  the  Government,  in 
order  to  propagate  an  opinion  of  the  difloyalty  of  the  nation.    '  And 
again,  in  contrtdiflion  to  thofe  t wo  fuppofitions,  they  faid,  (and  for 
that  purpofe  entered  into  a  critical  analyfis  of  the  King's  fpeech)  that 
Minifters  had  endeavoured  to  prove  the  loyalty  of  the  nation  was 
never  fo  high.     But  then,  as  if  they  were  determined  to  contradid 
their  firft,  fccond,  and   third  afifertions,  faid,  that  it  was  owing' 
neither  to 'accident  nor  to  a  plot  of  Government,  but  to  the  feelings 
of  the  people,  irritated  by  an  unfuccefsful  war,  and  a  fcarcity  of 
bread.     An  honouratble  gentleman  had  afked,  did  it  ever  before 
happen,  that  the  facred  perfon  of  the  Sovereign  was  fo  outraged  ? 
To  this  he  would  anfwer,  that  if  it  never  did  happen  before,  and 
if  the  minds  and  charadJer  of  the  people  were  fo  changed  and  bru- 
talized, was  not  the  Houfe  to  look  for  fome  other  caufc,  and  inquire 
what  that  dark  motive  could  be  that  armed  the  people  ngainft  their 
Sovereign  r  and  would  not  that  inquiry  lead  them,  by  natural  and 
obvious  fteps,  to  thofe*  focieties,  whofc  exiftence  even  the  fcepticifm 
of  the  warmeft  oppofers  of  the  bill  could  not  deny,  and  whofe  whole 
tranfaftions  were  founded  on  principles  that  led  direiStiy  to  the  ad 
to  which  he  now  referred.     His  Lordfliip  faid,  he  would  not  enter 
into  the  proceedings  or  report  of  the  Secret  Committee,  nor  into  rtie 
trials  of  the  fuppofed  confpirators,  but  would  barely  intrcat  the 
Houfe  to  recolledl  what  the  principles  of  thofe  focieties  had  been, 
Amply  as  matter  of  faft,  and  what  their  opinions  refpefling  them 
were  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  1795,  when  they  renewed  the 
fufpenfion  of  the  Habeas  Corpus  aft. — Having  begged  the  Houfe  to 
keep  thofe  points  continually  in  memory,  he  would  rcqucft  their 
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attention  wh3e  he  entered  into  the  tranfaitions  of  the  focietlcs  fincc 
that  timtf  as  they  came  under  the  obfervation,  not  only  of  himfclf, 
bur  of  every  one,  and  were  taken  from  authority  not  to  be  doubled, 
thar  own  writings  and  publications.     His  Lordihip  faid,  that  at 
theconclufion  of  laft  feflion,  he  had  hopes  that  what  had  happened 
in  France,  the  mifchiefs  which  had  arifen  to  the  people  there,  from 
the  wild.principle  that  every  individual  had  a  right  to  a  (hare  in  the 
fovereignty,  and  that  it  was  a  violation  of  that  right  to  admit  of  any 
qualification  of  pmpcrty  in  cleciion;  that  tl-e  dreadful  examples  of 
the  bad  confequences  arifing  to  all,  even  to  the  lowed  orders  of  the 
people  of  that  unhappy  country  from  that  principle,  and  (to  ufe  the 
words  of  the  detefiable  Roberfpierre)  from  the  dcfpotifm  of  liberty, 
would  f^vc  had  fome  influence  on  the  minds  of  people  here,  and 
prc\'cnted  the  farther  progrefs  of  the  fame  ruinous  principles  among 
fhtm :  that  it  would  occur  to  them,  how  very  fey/  of  all  thofe  who 
rofc  fxttOk  the  dregs  of  fociety,  and  rioted  in  the  blood  and  trcafurc 
of  the,  nobility  and  gentry  of  that  country,  had  come  to  fuch  an  end, 
as  to  render  them  juft  objects  of  envy.      How   many  of  them  foU 
lowed  to  execution  immediately  on  the  heels  of  thofc  they  murder- 
ed ;  and  how  many  of  thofe  who  died  a  violent  death  fuffered  in 
their  memory  :  how  many  that  were  at  the  highcft  pinnacle  of  ele- 
vation on  one  day,  were  hurried  on  the  next  to  the  guillotine.     He 
•id  hopes,  he  faid,  that  thefe  glaring  efFcds  of  the  French  revolu- 
tion would  have  brought  to  the  minds  of  thofe  who  were  engaged  in  ^ 
rht  fame  defperate  adventure  here,  that  though  fuch  men  may  have 
3  temporary  profperiry,  that  profperity  muft  neceffarily  be  very 
Ih'jrt,  and  that  their  fall  muft  be  more  rapid  even  than  their  rife. 
Fall  draught  with  thefe  hopes,  he   had  given  his  aflcnt  to  the  ex- 
piration of  the  a6^  for  fufpending  the  Habeas  Corpus  ;  but  moft 
;:ri€voufly  was  he  difap|X)inted  in  his  hopes  ;  for  he  found  that  the 
Parliamenc  was  fcarcely  prorogued  before  thofe  focieties  again  re- 
commenced their  fonner  practices   upon  the  public  mind,  with  in- 
creafed  activity,  and  additional  vigour.     That  fo  far  from  being 
detcrrci  by  the  awfol  and  formidable  examples  which  France  afford- 
ed them  in  the  fetal  cataftrophe  of  her  fuccefivc  ufurpers,  they  flat- 
tered tfaemfelves  that  they  (hould  have  rather  the  good  fortune  of 
thofc  few  demagogues  who  had  efcaped  the  guillotine,  than  the  fate 
f)f  thofe  who  had  fallen  vidims  to  their  unjuftifiable  ufurpation,, 
aivl  gigantic  ambition,  that  they  again  held  general  meetings,  and 
again  developed  tlieir  defigns   in  publications,  which  ftated,  that 
*'  they  had  fuffered  a  ftorm — that  tlicir  vcticl  was  endangered,  but 
naw  put  to  fca  with  greater  fpirit  than  cvwT — iliat  they  had  the 
UiisfiuSion  to  fee  their  principles  acJiv^Lly  propagating  among  their 
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countrymen,  that  their  numbers  hourly  increaied,  and  that  it  foem- 
cd  as  if  the  whole  Britifh  nation  was  convened  on  this  extraordinary 
occafion."     His   Lordfliip  continued,  that  he/  muft  again  -requcft 
gentlemen  to  keep  in  their  mind's  eye  the  principles  difclofed  by 
thofc  focieties,  previous  to  the  fufpcnfion  t)f  the  Habeas  Corpus  a<S. 
He  would  now  inform  them,  that  fpirit  was  fo  far  increafed,  that 
the  Houfe  would  find  them  criticifing  and  coindemning  the  prefent 
Conftitution  of  France,  as  an  imperfecS  fyftem — inasmuch  as  the 
principle  of  equality  had  been  abandoned,  and  becaufe,  in  the  for- 
mation of  that  Conftitution,"^  property  had  been  made  a  nccefiary 
qualification  in  elcflors,  and  the  fight  of  unlimited  univerfal  fuf- 
frage  had  been  given  up.     To  carry  their  plans  into  execution*  they 
affcfted  to  adopt  a  pacific  fyftem,  declaring  (here  he  read  their  re- 
folutions))  *'  They  did  not  mean  to  demand  rights  with  arms,  but 
by  certain  mcafures,  of  fuch  a  nature,  that  the  Houfe  of  Commons 
muft  accede  to  them  ;  and  that  if  any  dclpaircd  of  obtainin;;  a  re- 
form, and  looked  for  that  to  riot,  they  would  tell  them  that  it  wns 
not  riot  could  bring  about  that  rcvolutiori  which  evcrv  one  muft  wifh 
for."     But  this  pacific  fyftem  was  only  to  be  continued,  provided 
the  Parliament  would  voluntarily  fubmit  to  the  abfurd  and  extrava- 
gant doi^rines  of  univerfal  fuflPragc  and  annual  parliaments,  which 
would  amount  to  no  lefs  than  a  complete  lurrcnder  of  the  Conftitii^ 
tion.     The  ignorance  of  the  lower  clafles  of  the  pieople,  thcfc  ncir 
legillators  ftatcd  to  be  the  prop  of  the  Conftitution,  and  this  igno- 
rance they  propofe  to  remove,  in  order  that  the  Conftitution  might 
fall,  and  tWs  happy  confummation,  this  general  illumination,  they 
declare,  is  only  to  be  cfFcfted  by  cheap  publications,  circu  t  ited  in  [ 
difFercnt  channels  to  the  people.     His  Lordfliip  faid,  he  would  flicw 
the  Houfe  to  what  this  illumination  extended ;  and  in  doing  ioy 
afliired  them,  he  would  not  quote  a  finglc  word  but  from  books 
fold  by  the  printers  and  bookfellers  of  thofe  focieties  —printers  and 
bookfcllcrs,  not  only  emploj'ed  but  recommended  by  them,    and 
called  ^triotic  bookfellers,  in  whofe  hands,  moreover,  the  peti- 
tion of  the  meeting  at  Copenhagen  Houfe  was  left,  for  the  purpofc 
of  receiving  fignaturcs.     The  great  outline  and  general  tenor  of  all 
thofe  writings  were,  to  excite  the  poor  to  feizc  upon  the  property  of 
the  wealthy  men  and  landholders  of  the  kingdom,  to  excite  the 
army  to  mutiny,  and  to  degrade  the  chara6ler  of  the  fcamen  and 
foldiers,  to  reprefent  the  military  and  naval  glories  of  the  nation  as 
a  curie  upon  the  country,  and  the  adminiftration  of  juftice  ascor*' 
rupt  at  its  fourcc,  and  fubfqrvient  to  the  Crown — the  nobility  as  a 
degenerate  race  and  a  curfe,  and  irritate  the  people  to  ftrike  them  > 
from  their  feats,  to  reprefent  monarchy  as  a  burthen,  and  (d  aggra- 1 
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vate  AoLt  reprefentation  by  abufe  of  the  peribn,  charader,  and 
£imU]r  of  the  gracious  Sovereign  who  now  fills  the  throne — nay^to 
reoQomiend,  the  ad  of  regicide  itfelf;  and,  laftly,  to  blafpheme  the 
fcripttiresy  to  revile  religion,  and,  as  fubfidiary  to  that,  to  decry 
the  whole  church  eAablifhment,  and  perfuade  the  people  to  rife, 
and  overturn  all  in  one  undiftinguithed  mafs.     Thus  all  focial  in- 
ftitucioiis  were  to  be  reduced  to  their  original  elements,  *  and  con- 
founded in  one  common  ruin.     By  thefe  means  they  wiflied  to 
eftabliCh  their  pacific  fyftem.     He  would  firft  take  into  confidera- 
tion  dieir  ideas  of  property.     What  were  their  own  words  ?  "  that 
the  landed  property  of  the  country  was  originally  got  by  conqueft, 
or  l^   encroachment  on  the  property  of  the  people  ;  and  as  thofe 
public  robbers,  who  had  fo  got  pofTeflion  of  it,  had  (hewn  no  mo* 
deration  in  the  ufe  of  it,  it  would  not  be  fit  to  negle£t  the  precious 
opportunity  of  recovering  their  rights.     A  few  hearty  fellows,  with 
armsy  &c.  mi^t  take  pofTeflion  of  the  whole,  a  particular  commit- 
tee be  appointed  to  receive  it,  all  the  poffefTors  be  called  upon  to 
deliver  up  to  that  committee  their  writings  and  documents,  in  or- 
der to  be  burned,  and  the  owners  be  made  to  dMgoige  the  laft  pay- 
ment of  their  tenants,  in  order  to  form  a  fund  for  good  citizens  : 
and  if  the  ariflocnicy  arofe  in  reiiflance,  let  the  people  be  firm,  and 
difpatch  them,  cutting  them  off  root  and  branch. '^     This,  his  Lord- 
ship obferved,.  was  publifhcd  by  a  bookfeller  and  printer,  at  whofe 
houic  the  Copenhagen- houfe  petition  of  the  1 2th  of  November  lay. 
One  pa£Eige  more  his  Lordihip  thought  it  necefTary  to  read,  as  it 
contained  a  dire6t  incitement  to  regicide,  (here  be  read),  it  was  a 
definition  of  a  guillotine— '^  An  inftrument,  as  they  call  it,  of  a 
moft  lare  and  humane  invention,  (obferve,  faid  his  Lordfhip,  the 
riboidry,  mixed  with  cruelty,  and  recommendation  of  crime,^  that 
has  diftinguifhed  all  the  French  revolutionary  writings),  an  inftru- 
ment  of  a  moft  rare  and  humane  invention,  lefTening  and  ihortening 
the  pains  of  death  to  condemned  criminals ;  fo  called  after   the 
fame  of  die  inventor,  who  was  faid  himfelf  to  have  died  under  the 
axe.*'     This  was. followed  by  a  definition  of  the  word  "  Scaffold — 
an  devated  flage,  covered  with  black  cloth,  and  elegantly  fitted  up, 
with  a  gallows  and  rope,  a  block  and  an  axe,  a  coiBn  and  (hroud, 
and  a  bafketof  faw  duft  for  the  head  to  roll  into.     This  mode  of 
execution  is  only  ufed  for  great  malefa£tors,  fuch  as  kings,  bifhops, 
and  prime  minifters."     To  the  definition  of  the  word  Regicide  he 
neft  entreated  the  attention  of  the  Houfe,  as  appeared  in  the  fame 
publication.     **  R^tcide — any  brave  fellow  who  dares  confign  an 
anointed  defpot  to  his  native  r^ions  below."     Thus  were  the  re- 
pddes  Ankarftrom  and  Damiens,  held  up  to  the  people  of  Eng- 
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land  as  men  ivhofe  condudl  was  worthy  of  imitation.     [Here  dieic 
wasa  loud  call  tp  name  the  bookfdler,  when  his  Lordffaip  nKntioned 
CitizeA  Lee.]     ''  What,  continued  his  Lordfhip,  can  the  Houiie 
now  fuppofe  is  die  tendency  of  this  pacific  fyOem,  this  bfcxxilcfs 
conqucd  i     Sir,  would  it  not  be  fuppofed,  that  inftead  of  being  die 
produ<^ion  of  Englifhmeny  this  fouly  mod  foul  treafon,    [hear  ! 
hear  !  from  the  oppofite  fide,]  I  do  not  fay,  continued  his  Lordfliip* 
that  if  brought  in  the  judgement  of  a  court,  it  would  be  decided  Co 
be  treafon  :  but  I  will  maintain,  that. the  heart  tliat  uttered,  it  was 
tlie  heart  of  as  foul  a  traitor  as  cVer  raifed  the  dagger  of  a  paricide. 
It  is  not  even  Englifli  treafon — ^no.     It  is  all   French  treafon. 
WiOuld  not  one  rather  fuppofe  diat  I  was  reading  the  bloody  page 
of  Marat,  or  the  fanguinary  code  of  Roberfpierre,  than  the  pto- 
dudlion  of  an  £ngli(hman  ?     His  Lordihip  undercook  on  his  own 
autliority  to  itate,  unequivocally,  thata  produ<5^ion,  entided  King 
killing,  and  another,  The  reign  of  George  the  laft,  were  fold  at 
Copenhagen  Houfe.     Under  fuch  imprcflions  as  thefe,  did  the  per* 
fons  there  go  to  difcufs  political  fubjcdls  ;  there  the  prefccit  fcarcity 
was  attributed,    nOt  to   the  failure  of  crops,  but  to  parliamentary 
corruption ;  his  Lordfliip  wiihed  the  Houfc  to  confider  what  the 
efiedt  of  fuch  topics  on  minds  fo  prepared  muft  have  been.      Tht 
fame  perfons  who  formerly  vowed  that  there  was  no  hope  of  redrefs 
in  the  Conftitution,  or  the  legtflature,  but  in  themfelves  alone,  then 
propofed  a  remonftrancc,  in  which  they  diredtly  taxed  the  King  widi 
ingratitude.  —  In  diis  temper,  let  loofe  from  thefe  advifers,  they 
went  to  fee  the  King  going  to  Parliament — a  fight  which  Ihould 
have  expanded  with  pride  and  gratitude  the  hearts  of  true,  honeft 
Englifhmcn,  as  a  bright  pledge  of  the  harmony  of  the  diflfcreiit  or- 
ders of  the  tlate  ;  but  to  hearts  like  their's  was  a  fpedtade  of  hatred 
and  in.iiginatiofi,  as  containing  fymptoms  of  the  vigour  and  adivity 
of  that  Conttitution  dicy  had  been  taught  to  deteft.     He  had  one 
circumilancc  more  to  mendon,  which  was,  when  all  the  nation  was 
in  conftcrnation  and  horror  at  the  outrage  againil  his  Majefty,  a 
printer  had  had  the  audacity  to  publifh  a  libel,  in  which  the  whole 
of  the  circumfiances  were  mifreprefented,  to  excite  the  ridicule  and 
contempt  of  the  people.     Upn  thefe  fadls,  he  left  it  to  the  con- 
iideration  of  the  Houfc  to  determine  whether  there  was  not  a  plain, 
obvious^  and  clear  connection  between  the  foCtetics  and  that  out- 
nge.     But  he  was  now  fold  that  diis  was  a  libel  upon  EDgUihmeni 
who  had  been  educated  in  rational  freedom,  and  could  never  be  fo 
loll  to  the  fenfe  of  their  interert  as  to  violate  the  hleffings  they  en- 
joy.    Would   the  honourable  gentlemart  who  faid  fo^  deny  that 
other  free  nations  had  fuffered  by  the  diffcmination  of  thefe do^hrincs, 
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that  Americay  and  more  pnrticularly  Geneva,  had  been  fcvercly 
injarod  by  them  ?  He  might  tdi  him  diat  .revolutions  were  fre- 
quent with  rq)ubltcan  governments ;  but  in  Geneva  fuch  evils  as 
tuok  piaee  vrere  lefs  likely  from  their  habits  of  order  and  rdigion* 
This  was  the  only  revolution  in  that  city  which  had  been  marked 
vith  Uood,  and  where  the  prieds  were  murdered.  A  celebrated 
author  (P*Ivemois)  fays  upon  this  fubjeft,  that  the  Genevefe  did 
but  touch  the  poiibn,  and  their  hearts  were  corrupted.  The  fmall- 
nds  of  die  numbers  who  entertained  thofe  opinions,  was  alfp  an 
objedion  ;  but  he  bode  the  honourable  gentleman  recolUif},  that 
the  numbers  of  thofe  Were  fmall  who  accompliflied  the  French  re- 
volution, who  brought  about  the  maflacres  of  the  i  oth  of  Auguft 
and  the  2d  of  September,  and  that  thofe  were  fmall  too  in  their 
numbers  who  caufed  the  commotions  and  bloodshed  in  Geneva.  It 
might  be  /aid  diat  Englishmen  were  not  liable  to  the  infe6Hon  of 
fuch  dodbines.  But  becaufe  the  conftitudons  of  die  people  of  Eng- 
land were  ftiong,  would  you  feed  them  with  poifon  ?  He  declined 
entering  on  thedifcuffion  of  the  remaining  pdnts ;  he  thought  him- 
felf  bound  by  his  duty  to  die  Houfe  and  to  the'public,  to  (bite  thu3 
tauch  \  but  being  unable,  from  indHpolition,  to  proceed  farther,  he 
entreated  permiflion  to  fit  down. 

Mr,  SHERIDAN  faid,   that  he  thought  it  moft  aniikely  that 

he  (hould  have  been  called  upon  to  trouble  the  Hopfc.     It  was  his 

infention  to  have  left  the  difcuflion  to  other  gentlemen,  who  had 

taken  a  lefs  adtiv^  fiiare  in  the  former  flages  of  the  debate,  and 

who  had  more  ability  to  command  the  attention  of  the  Houfe.  — 

He  did  not  know  whether  he  fbould  be  able  to  anfwer  the  fpeech 

of  die  noble  Lord,  which  was  marked,  at  Icaft,  with  fome  degree 

of  labour  and  preparation,     fiut  he  might  now  at  lea(l  take  to  him- 

Wf  the  credit  of  havfng  predifted  what  would  be  the  cafe,  when  the 

Houfe  had  refufed  his  motion  for  inquiry.     He  had  then  faid,  that 

though  tficy  declined  inquiry,    they  would  take  other  means  of 

bringii^  forward  information  of  a  nature  calculated  to  aid  the  im- 

preffion  which  they  meant  to  convey  to  the  Houfe.     That  the 

learned  gentleman  would  begin  fkirmifhing  with  his  cxtra61s  and 

paragraphs ;    that  the  noble  Lord  would  come  forward  with  his 

heavy  artillery  of  fpeeches  and  pamphlets,  and  perhaps,  that  fome 

other  honourable  gentleman  might  be  ready  to  produ<;c  cuts  and 

prints,  in  order  to  confirm  the  ftatements  of  the  others.     All  this 

he  bad  expeded,  nor  had  he  been  greatly  difappointcd  in  the  event. 

But  he  had  declared,  on  a  former  occafion^   that  he  gave  no  credit 

to  the  alTertions  of  the  honourable  gentlemen  on  that  fide  of  the 

queftidn.     He  fpoke  not  from  any  motive  of  pcrfonal  difrcfpedt. 
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but  from  the  repeated  experience  of  ^*hat  had  been  the  (y&em  of 
their  policy ;  but  if  he  gave  no  credit  in'  general  to  the  afTcrtions  uf 
that  party,  much  lefs  was  he  difpofed  to  give  credit  to  the  aflcrtions 
of  tho  noble  Lord.     He  recolIe£ted  that  he  had  two  years  iince 
come  forward,  in  the  fame  ibnorous  tone,  and  with  the  fam&  pom- 
pous manner,  with  the  fame  aflfumed  air  of  importance,   leaning 
upon  the  table,  bringing  forward  ^ra^ after  fcrap,    and  quoting 
paflage  after  paflage,  in  order  to  prove  that  France  would  only  be 
able  to  carry  on  the  war  for  a  few  months  longer.     In  die  event, 
however,    the  noble  Lord  had  been  moft  completely  miAaken; 
France  had  found  means  to  carry  on  the  war  long  beyond  the  period 
which  the  noble  Lord  had  fixed  for  the  termination  of  her  refources, 
and  was  now  even  more  formidable  to  her  enemies  than  ^t  the  pe- 
riod when  the  noble  Lord  had  fo  confidently  predicted  her  de- 
Arudlion*     Yet  undifcouraged  by  this  failure  of  his  predidions,  he 
now  came  forward  with  the  fame  tone,  and  in  the  fame  attitude, 
to  announce,    that  a  revolution  was  now  pending  in  En^and. 
Events  had  completely  falfified  all  his  former  afTcrtions ;  the  di&p- 
pointment,  howevc^  had  not  prevented  a  repetition  of  die  fame 
prefumptuous  airs,    and  the  fame  dogmatical  propofitions  on  the 
prefcnt  occaiion.     The  noble  Lord  alTerted,  that  be  had  made  out 
a  connexion  between  the  outrage  againft  His  Majefty,  and  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  meeting  at  Copenliagcn  Houfe— a   conne£^ion, 
however,  which,  Mr.  Siicridan  faid,  he  would  contend  to  be  as  re- 
mote as  was  that  of  the  fpeech  of  the  noble  Lord,  with  the  quef- 
tion  before  the  Houfe.     The  noble  Lord  had  ftated,    that  there 
muft.  be  fomething  extraordinary  in  the  outrage  againfl  His  Ma- 
jefty,  from  the  general  chara»fter  of  loyalty  which  had  been  main- 
tained by  the  people  of  the  country,  and  had  intimated  that  this 
outrage  mud  be  afcribed  to  motives  very  different  from  thofe  which 
had  exifted  at  for/ncr  times.     There  were,  however,  other  dmes, 
and  thofe  too  not  very  remote,  when  a  few  defperate  perfons  had 
been  guilty  of  nearly  fimilar  afls  of  outrage  againft  His  Majcfty. 
He  alluded  to  what  had  taken  place  at  the  period  of  the  MidcUefex 
^ledion.     He  afked  the  noble  Lerd  whether  a  fimilar  fpirit  of  out- 
rage had  not  manifeftcd  itfclf  in  odier  parts  of  the  country— whe- 
ther tumults  and  riots  had  not  taken  place  of  fo  ferious  a  nature, 
that  the  aid  of  the  military  had  been  called  in,  and  thd  troops  of 
His  Majefty  (what  muft  always  be  feverely  deplored)  had  flied  the 
blood  of  his  fubje^Sts  f     To  what,  faid  Mr.  Sheridan,  was  this 
temper  of  irritation  and  tumult  in  fo  many  parts  of  the  country  to 
be  afcribed  ?     Not,    he  was  convinced,  to  any  exertions  of  the 
Correfponding  Socic^ ;  for  thefe  fymptoms  had  appeared  in  quarters 
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where  they  could  not  have  been  fuppofed  to  have  had  any  influence  ; 
they  were  to  be  afcribed  to  the  general  Aate  of  preflare  arifing  from 
the  war,  to  the  apprehenGons  of « approaching  fcarcicvy  and  in  fome 
irillanceS)  to  the  adual  ravages  of  famine.     He  refpe£led  the  per- 
Ibn  of  the  Sovereign,  but  he  Aill  more  rc(pe6ked  the  law,  which  was 
above  even  the  Sovereign.     And  if  he  faw  men  ra(|i,    irritated, 
driven  to  extremity  from  the  grinding  and  biting  influence  of  -po- 
verty, -while  repairing  home  to  their  ihrving  families,  excited  to  a 
violation  of  the  law,  might  he  not  believe  that  the  fame  perfons 
would,    under  the  fame  circumflanccs,    be  provoked  to  outrage 
againd  the  Sovereign  ?     If  he  faw  the  one,  had  he  not  a  right  to 
infer  the  other,,  without  having  recourfe  to  any  intermediate  caufe  ? 
The  noble  Lord  was  particularly  indignant  at  theoretical  led^ures 
on  Government.     The  fpeech  of  the  noble  Lord  was,  however, 
nothji^  elfe  than  a  theoretical  ledure  on  Government,  bating  the 
few  extiadts  which  he  had  contrived  to  introduce,  and  a  lecture, 
for  which,  Mr.  Sheridan  faid,  he  would  not  give  iixpence.     He 
then  adverted  to  the  malcim  brought  forward  by  His  Majefly's  Mi- 
niilers,  that  the  fame  dodlrine  would  produce  ihe  fame  efFeds  upon 
the  minds  of  the  vulgar  in  all  countries ;  the  narrowed  maxim 
that  ever  entered  into  the  mind  of  a  ftatefman.    ,  With  refpedl  to 
Geneva,  which  the.  noble  Lord  had  referred  to  as  difplaying  the 
cSs&s  refulting  from  the  introduAion  of  French  principles,  would 
the  noble  Lord  contend  th^t  Geneva  had  ever  enjoyed  the  fame 
G)nRitution  as  Great  Britain  ?    His  Lordlhip  had  on  this  occafion 
quoted  the  aothority  of  D'lvernois,  whofe  opinion  might  be  fuf- 
jjettcd  to  be  fomcwhat  biaflcd,  as  he  was  a  pcnfioner  of  Minifters. 
Geneva  had  been  alternately  fubjeft  to  France  and  Savoy,  and  had 
been  continually  torn  afundcr  by  contending  fadlions.     The  noble 
Lord  had  alluded  to  America,  as  difplaying  the  eiFe£l  of  Republi- 
can principles ;  in  this  part  of  the  allufion,  however,  he  could  not 
follow  his  Lordfliip ;  Amierica  was  at  peace  with  this  country,  and 
in  a  ftate  of  the  higheft  profperity.     The  reafoning  that  might  be 
found  to  hold  with  refpedl  to  pcrfans  under  a  dilFercnt  Govern- 
ment, would  not  apply  to  fubjcAs  of  the  Britifli  Conftitution. 
Men  bred  under  a  Conditution  like  this,  were  accuftomed  to  the 
enjoyment  of  their  rights ;  they  were  in  the  habits  of  dlfcufling 
Ac  meafure  of  rational  freedom,  and  fully  knew  how  to  prize  its 
Ucflii^.     It  was  not  probable  that  fuch  men  fhould  all  at  once 
be  brought  to  relilh  a  ftate  of  anarchy.     Of  what  ftufF  did  Mi- 
nifters think  that  the  hearts  of  EngUfhmen  were  made  ?     He  re- 
naikcd,  that  the  true  chara6ler  of  Engliflimcn  could  be  but  little 
known  to  Minifters,  who  had,  from  motives  of.  pride,  declined 


a^  -  PARLIAMENTARY  [CoMMOjfsf. 

to  mix  in  popular  aflfemblies;  and  who  afterwards,  from  their  po- 
litical praAices,  might  think  It  not  very  fafc  to  meet  any  numerous 
affemblnge  of  their  countrymen.  It  is  not  to  be  w6ndcrcd  ar, 
that  fuch,  Minifters  ftiould  fay,  that  the  hearts  of  Engliihmen  arc 
the  fame  as  thofe  of  Frenchmen,  and  that  the  propagation  of  the 
fame  do6\rines  would  produce  the  fame  effects  upon  their  conduift. 
He  remarked,  that  when  the  noble  Lord  had,  talked  of  the  p<rfkive 
and  foul  treafon  which  had  iffued  from  the  (hop  of  Citizen  Lcr?, 
it  might  very  naturally  have  been  afkcd,  why  the  Attorney  Gene- 
ral had  not  profecuted  Citizen  Lee  r  The  noble  Lord  regret tcil 
the  repeal  of  the  fufpcnfion  of.  the  Habeas  Corpus,  and  had  flated, 
that  ever  fince  that  period  things  had  been  going  on  in  a  ftate  pro- 
greflively  worfc.  The  noble  Lord  had  exprefled  great  indignation 
at  the  attempt  to  divide  the  higher  from  the  inferior  claffes.  Upon 
this  he  muft  remark,  that  thoffc  who  held  out  the  poor  as  the  ob- 
jects of  apprchenlion,  (hewed,  ^t  the  fame  time,  that  they  felt 
the  neceflity  of  additional  fecuritics  to  their  own  property.  Hence 
was  afforded  a  pretext  fpr  the  multiplication  of  the  penal  laws- 
He  had  confidence  in  the  hearts  of  the  poor  of  this  country,  and 
from  that  circumftance  he  was  enabled  to  treat  with  contcrtipt  the 
idea  of  the  exiftence  of  thofe  falfe  plots.  He  remarked,  that 
there  were  but  few  who  were  difpofed  to  treat  the  idea  of  thoic 
plots  with  any  degree  of  ferioufncfs.  It' was  theieforc  the  more 
abominable  that  they  (hould  be  made  the  pretext  of  depriving  the 
people  of  the  country  of  the  moft  valuable  part  of  their  freedom. 
Mr.  Sheridan  remarked,  that  'th^  fcraps  and  extrafe  which  had 
been  rend  to  ihem  were  not  evidence.  Such  was  his  bad  opinion 
of  Minifters,  that  he  even  believed  that  theif  own  agents  might 
be  the  fabricators  of  the  papers  charged  upon  the  Correfponding 
Society.  As  ,to  the  hand-bill  entitled  King-killing,  he  himfdf 
(liould  treat  it  with  the  moft  perfe(^  difregard,  fbr  he  was  afTured 
it  could  excite  but  one  fcntiment  in  the  people  of  this  country— 
univcrfal  abhorrence  and  contempt.  Mr.  Sheridan  here  adverted 
to  a  circumftance  which  he  had  mentioned  before,  the  treatment  of 
thofe  concerned  in  the  poifoncd  arrow,  or  pop-gun  plot.  What  an 
handle  hud  Minifters  made  of  this  report,  even  thougli  tlicy  muft, 
from  the  firft  moment,  have  been  fcnfible  of  its  futility.  What 
an  imprcfTion  had  they  not,  by  th^at  means,  endeavoured  to  circu- 
Iite  through  the  countrv.  But  what  had  been  the  treatment  of  the 
unfortunate  men  againft  whom  the  chai^  was  brought  r  They 
had  been  confined  in  prifon  for  a  number  of  months,  and  were  at 
laft  difmiilcd  upon  bail,  without  being  brought  to  trial,  blafted  In 
tiieir  characSers,  and  bankrupt  in  tiieir  fortunes.     Such  a  iiiodc 
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of  prcoedure  aigued  a  total  want  of  foeling  and  of  principle  in 
thjk  who  could  famStion  it  by  their  authority.      Mr.  Sheridan  ap- 
pealed to  gentlemen  whether  they  had  that  fatisfa^ory  and  confci- 
cntious  evidence  of  the  grounds  upon  which  Minifters  had  brought  * 
forward   their  meafures,  which  could  jullify  them  in  difpenfing 
with  an  inquiry, .  and  enable  them  to  fay  tiiat  they  had  fully  done 
C.ciT  duty  to  their  conflituents.     Was  it  .pofflblc  that  the  Houfe 
ciHild  be  (atisficd  with  the  miferablc  proofs  adduced  by  the  noble 
Lord  r   With  the  utmoft  diligence  and  incjuftry  Iiad  the  noble  Lord 
been  looking  for  plots,  but  he  could  find  none.     Would  the  Houfe 
decide  on  the  raoft  important  fubjed  ever  offered  to  their  confidc- 
ration,  upon  vile  fcraps,  coUed^cd  by  rumipaging  every  old  book- 
shop, and  turning  up  the  dirt  of  every  filthy  ftall  in  London? 
Good  God  Almighty"!   in  what  place  was  it  that  he  fpoke  ?     To   . 
whom  did  he  addrefs  himfelf  ?     How  would  the  Members  of  that 
Houfe  face  their  conftltucnts,  aftef  facrificing  every  thing  held  va- 
luable by  their  anceftors,  if  they  (hould  agree  to  make  that  facri- 
£ce  without  all  the  information  and  all  the  proofs  which  the  nature 
of  the  cafe  would  admit  ?     What  might  convince  them,  might 
not  have  the  fame  efl^edl  upon  others.     They  (hould  confider  that 
they  were  all  of  them  the  fervants  of  the  people  of  England. 
They  voted  and  a<3ed  in  that  Houfe  not  in  their  individual  capa- 
city, but  as  agents  and  attornies  for  others,  and  they  would  not  per- 
form their  duty,  if  they  could  not  fatisfy  the  reafunable  inquiries 
of  their  conltitucnts. 

He  was  of  opinion  that  this  meafure  would  create  that  difafFec- 
ti«i  and  thofe  plots,  the  fuppofcd  exiftence  of  which  was  made  the 
pretext  for  its  adoption.  There  was  nothing  which  he  deprecated 
more  than  a  revolution  ;  but  he  believed  it  was  not  impoHlblc  that 
rile  people  might  be  driven  to  fome  violent  remedy,  rer\dercd  by 
circumftances  plaufible,  if  not  neceffary.  With  regard  to  the 
London  Correfponding  Society,  he  could  not  join  in  the  clamour 
that  had  been  raifed  againd  it.  He  did  not  doubt  but  it  might 
contain  perfons  who  had  nothing  in  view  but  their  own  intcrcd, 
while  they  appeared  to  be  adluated  only  by  motives  of  patriotifm. 
For  in  what  focicty  (that  alone  excepted  in  which  he  had  now  the 
honour  to  fpeak)  were  tlierc  not  fuch  interefted  and  unworthy  per- 
fcns  to  be  found  ?  He  denied  that  the  people  of  England  were  a 
difloyal  or  an  ungrateful  race  ?  Mr.  Attorney  General  need  not 
(in  the  debate  of  laft  night)  have  lamented  fo  pathetically  the  dan- 
ger of  his  fon  not  attaining  to  the  honour  and  emoluments  which 
be  fo  defervedly  enjoyed — honours  and  emoluments  for  which  he 
was  indebted  not  only  to  induftry,  but  to  great  talents  and  an  un- 
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blemifticd  charaftcf.  There  did  not  appear  any  danger  that  the 
emoluments  of  office  or  of  profeffions  would  decrcafe.  It  was 
much  more  probable  that  the  condition  of  the  poor  would  become 
worfe.  He  would  a(k  ai^  gentleman  of  cftate,  aiiy  merchant,  or 
man  of  property,  who  had  performed  afts  of  gcnerofity  Id  the 
people,  whether  they  had  ever  found  them  unthankful ;  The 
Houfc  (hould  now  look  and  fee,  whether  they  were  not  goii^  to 
give  the  people  caufe  to  be  unthankful  and  difcontentcd.  The 
Minifter,  who  was  now  raifing  guards  and  fecurities  for  himfdf, 
reckoned,  perhaps,  too  much  on  the  patience  of  the  people ;  the 
Houfe  fhould  be  cautious  of  irritating  them. 

Mr.  Secretary  DUNDAS  faid,  that  fo  fiur  from  feeling  that 
the  rights,  liberties,  and  happinefs  of  the  people  of  this  country 
would  be  invaded  by  the  prcfent  bill,  he  felt,  and  was  convinced, 
that  the  rights  of  the  people  could  not  be  prefervcd  to  them,  if  the 
prefent  bill  was  not  immediately  adopted.  If  forne  meafure  was  not 
taken,  the  Houfe  would  negleft  the  fafcty  of  the  Conftitution ;  they 
would  not  perform  their  duty ;  they  would  not  anfwcr  Ac  cxpcdb- 
tions  of  the  country.  I  mprcffed  with  this  feeling,  he  was  unwilling  to 
give  a  filent  vote.     Before  he  came  to  the  principal  queftion,  he 
would  difcufs  one  or  two  preliminary  points.     He  reprobated  the 
idea  of  an  honourable  gentleman  concerning  a  feparation  bcttfccn 
the  higher  and  lower  orders  of  the  people.     If  ever  there  was  a 
country  in  which  thefe  clafles  were  united,  where,  from  the  hum- 
bleft  cottager  to  the  monarch  on  the  throne,  all  the  intermediate 
ranks  of  focfety  were  cemented,  and  where  each  gave  afiiftance  to 
the  others,  it  was  the  country  in  which  we  live.     A  feparation  be- 
tween the  rich  and  the  poor !    To  affert  that  ftich  an  event  had 
taken  place,  or  ever  would  take  place,  was  a  grofs  calumny. 
The  union  of  thefe  orders  appeared  ^from  the  innumerable  charities 
that  werq  every  where  eHablilhed,  frOm  tht  parochial  rates,  and 
from  various  other  benevolent  inftitutions,  whidh  -ifroold  prove  to 
the  people  that  they  were  under  the  peculiar  care  of  thofe  whom 
Providence  had  placed  in  the  higher  ftations  of  fociety.    Thh  very 
calumny  againft  the  higher  orders  of  fociety,  formed  a^part  of  that 
dangerous  fyftem  againft  which  they  were  now  called  upon  to  pro- 
tc6t  the  country.     The  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Sheridan)  had 
flated  feveral,  fa^s  to  the  Houfe :  he  would  not  difpute  the  elo- 
quence with  which  that  honourable  gentleman  had  drefled  them  ; 
but  he  would  affert  that  they  were  the  honourable  gentleman's  own, 
and  had  no  exiftence  but  in  his  imagination.     He  did  not  mean  to 
fay  that  the  war  had  not  occafioned  fome  ca^mities.     He  denied, 
owevcr,  that  it  was  the  chief  caufe  of  the  (tarcity,  or  that  ii  bad 
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gircQ  rife  to  the  fet  of  opinions  which,  in  their  progrefs,  had  ap- 
peared fo  pr^nant  with  mifchicf.  Was  there  any  fcarcity  or  any 
war  in  the  years  1 79 1  and  1792,  when  thcfe  opinions  were  in 
fuU  ftrci^h?  They  proceeded  not  fix>m  any  difcontent,  which 
could  be  traced  to  thofe  caufes,  but  from  the  baneful  introdudtion 
of  French  principles,  which  corrupted  the  minds  of  the  weak  and 
ignorant.  Ac  the  conclufion  of  the  latter  year,  had  not  the  courfe 
of  fcdition  been  going  forward  mofl  rapidly,  although  the  nation 
was  then  in  a  profperous  and  flouri(hing  (late  <  He  could  feel,  as 
well  as  other  gentlemen,  for  the  calamities  of  the  people,  and  no 
one  wiflicd  more  earneAIy  that  they  might  be  fpeedily  removed. 

He  did  not  wifli  that  the  idea  (hould  go  abroad,  that  we  were 
barred  from  the  confideration  of  the  bill  before  us  by  the  Bill  of 
Rights  ;  for  his  part,  he  knew  nothing  of  the  Bill  of  Rights,  more 
than  of  any  other  (hitute,  that  could  prevent  the  legiflature  from  ap* 
plying,  revifing,  and  altering  it,  according  to  circumAances,  as 
they  faw  occafion.     There  was  no  part  of  that  facred  fyftem  hand« 
ed  down  to  us  by  our  ance(lors  that  was  not  fubjefl  to  revifal,  and 
that  had  not  been  often  revifed  and  applied,  as  appeared  bed  to 
anfwcr  the  purpofes  of  public  fafcty.     The  Habeas  Corpus  adl  had 
frequently  been  fufpended,  without  any  oppofitiou  ever  having  arifen 
on  the  ground  that  the  mcafure  was  contrary  to  the  Bill  of  Rights, 
He  granted  that  the  bill  was  enadted  with  particular  circumflances 
of  fulemnity,  and  that  from  it  the  prefent  family  derived  their  right 
to  the  throne,  but  dill  it  was  a  bill  originating  from  the  wifdoni  of 
Parliament,  and  fubjed  to  their  difcretion,  and  liable  to  be  revifed 
or  altered  as  circumdances  might  require.     He  remarked  particular 
occafions  in  which  circumftances  of  convenience  had  induced  a  de- 
viation from  the  principle  of  this  bill.     Some  of  the  claufes  of  the 
riot  adt  were  inconfiftent  with  its  provifions,  and  in   I745>  the 
ioval  Highland  clans  were  difarmcd,  as  well  as  the  others,  iu  or- 
der to  guard  againd  the  danger  of  the  throne,  from  the  fpirit  of  re- 
bdlion  lurking  in  that  quarter.     At  the  time  that  the  Bill  of  Rights 
was  pafled,  he  was  allured  that  it  never  entered  into  the  head  of 
tof  man  then  to  conceive  that  the  fecurity  for  the  freedom  of  the 
coun^  was  to  be  found  any  where  elfe,  except  in  the  vigilance,  the 
oicigy,  and  the  wifdom  of  the  Parliament,  by  whom  the  bill  was 
obtained.     But  much  had  been  faid  of  the  benefits  refulting  from 
popular  meetings ;  would  gentlemen  tell  him  that  the  Bill  of  Rights, 
which  tras  (b  abfurdly  faid  to  be  violated  by  the  meafure  then  un- 
der oonfideration,  was  ppoduced  by  the  exertions  of  popular  aiTem- 
biles }     It  was  due  to  the  wife  efforts  of  jParliament ;  and  he  could 
not  but  look  up  with  veixeration,  he  would  almoin  (ay  with  idolatry, 
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to  our  anceftors,  who  had  obtained  that  invaluable  blefling  for  their 
country.      It  was  obje(f^cd  to'the  prcfent  bill,  that  it  prevented  the 
right  of  petitioning  ;  but  he  could  fafcly  fay,  that  fo  far  from  pre- 
venting the  right  of  petitioning,   it  fccurcd  it  by  dir(»<?^ing  it  to  its 
proper  channel.     Whatever  good  was  done  by  petitioning,  he  was 
free  to  fay,  was  entirely  done  by  it  under  cftablifhcd  laws,  and  n*t 
by  tumultuous  meetings  ;  fuch  meetings  might  produce  anarchy, 
but  they  could  never  be  advantageous  to  the  conftitution.      Tlie 
petitions  which  had  tended  to  fccure  the  liberty  of  the  people,   ori- 
ginated not   from  popular  conventions  irregularly  held,  but  frcm 
legal  affemblies  called  together  by  conilitutcd  authorities.      But  to 
what  period  could  wc  trace  the  exiftcnee  of  ihefc  meetings  ?      Thty 
were,  he  believed,  only  coeval  with  the  entry  of  an   honourable 
gentleman  oppofite  to  him  irtfo  political  life.      He  hnd  obferved  long 
ago  that  the  right  honourriblc  gentleman  had  never  fhcwn  any  great 
unwillingnefs  to  attend  thofe  meetings.      During  the  American  wnr, 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  was  accuftomcd  to  colled  meetings 
around  him  to  declaim  againfl  the  meafurcs'of  Government,   forr.c 
times  for  a  whole  day  behind  the  door  of  that  Houfe,  and  not  in 
the  manlieft  way,  for  it  certainly  was  not  fair  or  manly  to  throw 
out  the  bittcreft  invedlive  againft  ihe  condu6t  and  characters  of  men 
who  at  the  time  ^^ere  abfent,  and  could  not  defend  thcmfelves — 
rcfpeclable  men,  whofe  worth  he  was  afterwards  obliged  to  acknow- 
ledge.     Did  he  not  likcwife  recollecl  meetings  after  bis  fcparation 
from  Lord  ShelburneT     Uj)on  all  thofe  occalions,  and  others  that 
could  be  menti  )ncd,  he  would  afk  the  right  honourable  gentleman, 
without  faying  what  mifchief  they  did,  what  gCKxl  had  refulted  to 
the  countr)'  from  the  exertion  of  his  latent  talents  when  they  were 
fo  glaringly  mifapplied  r      He  begged  leave  to  recall  to  the  memory 
of  the  Houfe,  the  aifociations  in  the  year  1780;  yet  thefe  aflbcia- 
tions,  though  commenced  without  any  fettled  defign,  proved  fatal 
in   their  confequences.      Had  the  bill  before  the  Houfe  cxifted  at 
that  time,  would  the  life,  libcrt)',  and  property  of  Englifhmen  have 
been  fo  dreadfully  violated,  as  they  were  in  confequence  of  the  meet- 
ings at  that  period  r     An  unfortunate   and  deluded  nobleman  had 
the  audacity  to  fay,  that  unlefs  the  Houfe  of  Commons  acceded  to 
the  objedl  of  their  petition,  he  would  require  their  affent  at  the  head 
of  100,000  men.     "  Since  we  have  had,  faid  Mr.  Dundas,  fuch 
lamentable  inftanccs  of  the  dangers   rcfulting  from  thefe   popular 
meetings,  fincc  we  fee,  from  undeniable  evidence,  the  evils  which 
threaten  the  Conftitution  from  fuch  combinations,  (hould  wehefitate 
to  pafs  a  bill  which  can  in  no  view  be  faid  to  take  away  the  right  of 
the  fubjeft,  but  only  confines  its  excrcifc  within  due  bounds,  and 
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renders  it  more  fccijre  by  the  application  of  proper  r^ulations  ?  We 
(hoa!d  take  care  of  playing  with  the  prejudices  of  a  mob :  they  were 
not  fafc  weapons  to  be  handled  in  fport.    Nothing,  he  thought,  was 
more  improper  or  more  dangerous  in  a  Icgiflator,   than  to  hold  up 
the  doctrine  of  refiftancc  to  the  people.     He  denied  that  it  was  a 
rule  to  be  laid  down.      Refiftance  never  could  form  a  part  of  govern- 
ment.     It  muft  arife  from  the  dilVolution  of  government.      He  re- 
minded a  right  hfmourabie  gentleman  (Mr.  Foxj  that  he  had  not 
been  always  averfc  to  popular  meetings.      The   right  honourable 
gcnrlcman.had,  from  his  earlieft  knowlecjgc  of  him,  been  a  friend 
to  the  fyllem  of  popular  meetings,  but  he  begged  leave  to  fay,  that 
he  doubted  vcrj*  mucli  whether  he  received  any  good  principle  from 
that  fyftem,  or  eftahlilhed  any  good  principle  by  it.      He  had  hoped 
tiiat  from  a  conviction  of  their  inutility  he  had  given  up  having  re- 
coi!r!c  to  fuch  infJruments,  but  he  found  he  Kad  again  reforted   to 
them.     There  had,  he  obferved,  been  a  very  large  aflembly   the 
other  day,  at  which  that  riglit  honourable  gentleman  prefided  ;  he 
,had  no  6ouht  with  great  activity  and  uncommon  powers  of  vi>ice, 
but  the  30,000  people,  who  were  reported  to  be  prefent,  could 
not  be  fupp^:»fed  to  have  been  all  benefited  by  his.grcatcft  exertion  of 
them.     He  had  certainly  been  very  much  applauded,  but  he  was 
at  a  lofs  to  conceive  how  the  num'  er  ftated  to  have  been  affemblcd 
30,000)  could  have  been  edified  by  the  right  honourable  gcntle'- 
Rian  s  eloquence.      It  was  not  poffible  for  ail  to  hear,  though  all 
h:id  applauded.      Probably  they  had  been  informed  that  they  ought 
to  applaud,  and  upon  fome  fignal  given  from  a   window,  perhaps 
they  had  obeyed.      For  his  own  part,  he  was  forry  to  fee  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  on   the  fame  ftagc'  with  others  who  had  re- 
ceived equal  applaufe.      He  always  admired  the  right  honourable 
gentleman's  talents,  but  he  ferioully  tiiought  they  might  be  better 
difplayed  than  on  fuch  occafions.     He  took  the  liberty  of  recom- 
iTimding  that  Houfe  a$   a  more  proper  ftage  on  which  that  right 
hcmourable  gentleman  might  difplay  his  abilities.      The  right  hon- 
ourable gentleman  would  adt  in  a  more  manly  manner,  if  he  had 
any  charge  to  make  againft  perfons  in  adminiftration,  to  come  for- 
ward openly  in  that  Houfe,  and  not  to  arraign  their  mcafurcs  out  of 
4x)rs.     Did  he  ftiink  it  right  to  inveigh  againft  perfons  who  were 
abfcnt,  and  who  had  it  not  rtierefore  in  their  power  to  defend  them- 
fclvcs  ?     Was  this  becoming  the  character  of  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  ?  Surely  he  was  able  to  battle  it  with  the  beft  of  them  in 
that  Houfe.  But  did  the  right  honourable  gentleman  think,  that  no 
evil  arofc  from  thcfe  meetings  ?     No  evil  to  the  wives  and  children 
of  thofe  30,000  perfons  ?     No  doubt  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
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man  had  given  them  exceeding  wholefome  dodrine  ;  but  this  w;u 
not  wholefome  food.  The  wives  and  children  of  his  auditors  were 
not  only  deprived  of  their  natural  food,  but  they  had  not  even  the 
benefit  of  the  right  Tionourable  gentleman's  wholefome  doSirinc. 
It  would  have  been  much  better  for  fociety,  if  the  majority  of  the 
30,000  who  attended  the  meeting  where  the  right  honourable  jgcn- 
tleman  prefided,  had  remained  at  home  in  the  exercife  of  honeft 
induftry,  for  the  maintenance  of  their  families.  Certainly*  if  any 
good  could  come  of  thofe  fclf-conljKtued  meetings,  it  would  be  by 
placing  them  under  the  eye  of  the  legiflature.  He  had  flatrcrcd 
himfelf,  that  after  the  trials  of  Hardy  and  others,  the  good  fcnfe  of 
the  nation  would  ha^e  checked  their  farther  progrefs.  But  the 
meetings  at  St.  George's  Fields  and  Copenhagen  Houfe  had  fruftra- 
ted  thefe  hopes.  Meetings  of  this  kind  would  now  be  placed  un* 
der  die  diredion  of  a  magiftrate  adltng  on  his  refponRbility.  He 
put/It  to  the  wifdom  of  the  Houfe,  whether,  under  all  the  exiilin^ 
circumftances,  it  was  right  that  any  individual  fliould  have  the 
power  of  aflembling  people  for  any  bufinefs  he  thought  proper.  Be- 
tween trufHng  to  the  diferetion  of  the  magiftrate  on  the  other,  he 
could  not  fee  room  to  hefitate.  To  gentlemen  on  the  other  fide, 
the  difcretionary  power  with  which  magiArates  wereinvefied  by  this 
bill,  to  prevent  or  fupprefs  meetings  whofeobjed  was  illegal,  or 
whofe  conduct  was  .feditious,  formed  a  principal  obje<S)ion  to  the 
meafure ;  he  would  only  obferve  that  it  was  better  to  confide  fuch 
power  in  the  hands  of  a  man  whofe  fituation  is  in  the  higheft  degree 
refpedable,  than  in  that  of  needy  adventurers  and  interefied  demago- 
gues, who  wi(hed  to  convert  to  their  own  private  emolument  die 
prejudices  and  paflions  of  the  people. 

Mr.  FOX  Jaid,  if  he  had  much  of  that  fort  of  vanity  which 
his  poor  abilities  might  be  thought  to  infpire,  it  would  have  been 
no  fmall  gratification  to  him,  to  have  formed  the  fubje<ft  of  no  lefs 
than  four  different  fpeeclies,  which  he  recolletfled  the  right  honour- 
able gentleman  (Mr.  Dundas)  to  have  made  upon  his  chara<9er  and 
public  condud^.  On  feveral  occafions,  he  remembered  to  have  been 
addrefled  from  the  fame  quarter,  in  a  fimtlar  (lile  of  carechiTm, 
upbn  his  opinion  refpeding  the  extent  and  mode  of  reform  in  Par- 
liament, and  refpefting  his  fentiments  upon  the  proper  limits  of  the 
royal  prerogative ;  and  then  the  right  honourable  Secretary  had  re- 
ceived feveral  hints  fit>m  his  right  honourable  friend  near  him,  (the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer)  not  to  pu(b  his  inquiries  too  far.  On 
the  prefent  occafion,  however,  he  was  not  fortunate  enough  to  reap 
the  benefit  of  fo  kind  a  hint,  and  therefore  he  would  anfw^  the 
difiereiu  ijuelVions  in  the  catechifm  with  aU  the  plainoefs  and  ho- 
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ncftjr  in  his  power.     The  firft  inquiry  of  the  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman rcfted  on  his  conduct  in  the  famous  MiddlefeK  election  ;  in 
reply  to  which  he  was  at  liberty  to  affirm,  that  while  he  gave  his 
<baded  opinion  in  favour  of  the  fovereignty  of  Parliamentary  lawa^ 
he  never  had  uttered  any  fentiment  which  was  in  the  leaft  unfavour- 
able to  the  right  which  the  people  indifputably  poifeflcd  of  exprefTing 
their  fenfe  of  every  public  meafure.     From  the  Middlefex  eledion 
the  right  honourable  Secretary  had  proceeded  to  catechife  him  upon 
his  conduA  during  the  American  war,  when  he  had  been  pleafcd  to 
fay,  that  he  had  ereflcd  a  ftage  out  of  doors  for  the  purpofe  of  dif- 
playing  his  abilities  in  inveighing  againft  the  condu6l  of  the  Execu- 
tive Govemmenti  and  traducing  the  charafters  of  thofe  who  had  no 
opportunity  of  appearing  in  their  own  defence.    Bdt  he  had  forgot^ 
ten  the  condufl  wMdi  his  right  honourable  friend  (Mr.  Pitt)  had 
adopted,  and  thofe  eloquent  fpeeches  he  then  delivered,  in  which 
the  exerciie  of  public  harangues  to  the  people,  was  defcribed  as  the 
moft  agreeable,  and  the  moft  ufeful  duty  which  reprefentatives  in 
Parliament  could  dtfcharge  to  (heir  conftituents  ;  and  to  the  charge 
diathc  had  attacked  the  charader  of  thofe  who  had  no  opportuitity 
of  appearing  in  their  own  defence,  he  replied  that  it  was  the  duty 
of  every  man,  and  particularly  of  every  Member  of  Parliament  when 
the  condufl  of  the  executive  Government  was  called  in  queftion,  to 
leprefent  the  charaders  of  Members  in  their  proper  colours.    Here 
he  would  depart  a  little  from  chronological  prder  to  meet  the  quef- 
tion  which  had  been  put  to  him  on  the  caufe  of  the  change  which 
had  been  (aid  to  have  taken  place  in  his  fentiments  refpetSting  the 
propriety  of  public  meetings.     In  oppolition  to  what  had  been  ad- 
vanced, he  would  alfert,  that  he  never  was  inimical  to  public  meet- 
ings, and  even  when  they  were  held  at  York,  and  other  places,  in 
dircft  oppofition  to  the  meafures  of  policy  which  he  efpoufed,  he 
nevtfr<:omplainedof  thefefeditious  aiTemblies ;  he  never  faid  a  lingle 
word  in  any  one  inibmce  to  check  the  freedom  of  difcuflion,  and 
to  impeach  die  jiift  rights  of  the  people.     If  he  was  alked  what  ad- 
vant^  was  derived  from  thefe  meetings  in  1784,  he  would  not 
anogate  M.  the  praife  to  himfelf ;  but  he  claimed  a  (hare  in  encou- 
raging them,  as  tending  to  bring  the  American  war  to  a  more  fpeedy 
oonelufionthan  otherwife  it  would  probably  have  found.     Surely 
the  t^ht  honourable  gentleman  would  not  aiTert,  that  no  good  had 
tnkn  from  the  eloquent  exertions  of  his  right  honourable  friend, 
(Mr.  Windham)  'when  he  repaired  to  a  public  meeting  at  Norwich, 
ibr  die  purpofe  of  petitioning  for  peace  ;  a  petition  which  he  had 
adttrely  joined,  and  which,  he  was  fully  perfuaded,  tended  confi. 
denbly  to  (borten  the  period  of  the  war.     He  was  overlooking  the 
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difFcrencc,  indeed,  between  the  provifions  of  the  bill,  as  extending 
to  mectii^s  ealled  by  a  public  officer,  and  thofe  who  had  aflennbled 
without  any  official  fummons. — It  was  the  glory  of  his  life  to  have 
taken  an  aflive  part  in  thcfc  public  meetings,  and  it  was  matter  of 
confolation  to  him  at  the  time,   and  of  animating  reflc6)ion  after- 
wards,   that  their  efforts  were  not  loft,   but  that  the  objeAs    fur 
which  they  met  were  fpecdily  obtained.      It  was  faid,  that  the  in- 
duftrious  inhabitants  of   Weftminfter,    on  thefe  occafions,    were 
thrown  idle,  and  that  the  proceedings  of  the  meetings  fcfvcd  only 
to  cftrange  the  minds  of  thofe  who  attended  them  from  their  peaceful 
and  domcftic  occupations.     On  principles  of  humanity,  however, 
he  was  fully  convinced,  and  he  was  confirmed  by  the  tcftinfiony  of 
thofe  who  had  witncflcd  his  exertions,  that  there  never  was  a  mea- 
furc  adopted  of  more  beneficial  influence  to  the  Public.      For  if  he 
had  (hortened  the  war  but  one  campaign,  he  had  diminiftied  the 
catalogue  of  widows  and  of  orphans,  whofe  huibands  and  fathers 
would,  in  all  human  probability,  have  fallen  vidims  to  the  chance 
of  war.    Never  was  ihe  charge  of  a  want  of  gcnetofity  brought  with 
lc»s  appearance  of  juilice  than  againft  the  proceedings  of  ycftcrday  ; 
for  he  knew,  and  could  prove,  that  there  was  an  adive  canvafs  on 
the  part  of  Government,  inviting  their  friends  to  attend,  in  order 
to  countcradl  the  rcprcfcntations  of  hirafelf  and  his  friends.      The 
fummons  was  certainly  obeyed  by  a  very  confiderable  numbery  and 
th«fe  by  no  means  the  dregs  of  the  people ;  for  he  obferved  two  gen- 
tlemen of  great  authority,  now  in  his  eye  (Mcffrs  Canning  and  Jcn- 
kinfon)  who  had  an  opportunity  of  defending  themfelves  and  friends, 
if  tJicy  had  had  the  inclination.      It  was  faid,  that  he  afterwards 
took  another  courfc,  anti  that  he  dcfcrted  all  thofe  meetings  whidi 
he  had  formerly  patronized.      Tl)c  rcafon  was  plain,  public  emer- 
.  gcncics  had  nut  rendered  them  ncceffary ;  and  except  in  cafes  of 
ncccffity,  he  profclTcd  himfclf  no  friend  to  the  meafure  of  convok- 
ing them.     Now  he  was  charged  with  rcforting  to  his  ancient 
amufcmcnt,  and  in  doing  fo  he  tliought  himfclf  juftified  by  the  cir- 
cumftanccs  of  the  times.   A  bill  had  been  brought  info  Parliament, 
which,  upon  his  honour  and  confcicncc,  he  declared  to  be  the  mod 
daring  infringement  of  their  rights,  and  even  a  dircdl  attempt  to 
fubvert  the  principles  of, the  Conftitution.      He  thought  it  full  time  ' 
to  call  upon  the  people  to  exprefs  their  fentiments  upon  a  queftion 
which  iuvolved  their  deareft  and  moft  important  privileges.    It  had 
been  afl^cd,  with  ah  air  of  exultation,  whether  his  eloquence,  fuch 
as  ii  was,  could  extend  to  thirty  thoufand  people. — To  this  he  had 
no  prctcniions  ;  he  neither  could  boaft  of  fpeaking  fo  as  to  be  dif-  « 
tiniHy  heard  by  fach  an  immcnfc  concourfc,  nor  could  he  boaft  of 
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po&lixig  a  oootrol  over  their  fendflienti.     Mr.  Fox  did  hot  deny 
that  tbqr  came  prqxyiTeffi^  in  ^ivoiir  of  the  petition  which  was 
mored*    It  would  he  an  imitation  on  their  good  fenfe  and  difcem- 
inent  to  fiippoTc  dtiat  Acy  were  not.     But  he  attended,  not  for  the 
purpofe  of  receiving  applaufe,  or  conunanding  aflent ;  he  went  for 
the  parpofe  of  kamiog  the  fenfe  of  his  oonftittients  on  the  moR  itn« 
poxtant  political  topic  which  coidd  be  prefented  for  their  deliberation. 
It  was, .  he  con&flcd,  unple^fant,  particularly  at  his  time  of  life, 
to  attend  popular  meetings  ;  biit  the  labour  and  fedgue  he  confi- 
dered  as  the  mcreft  trifles,  when  coiiipared  wit^  the  iffiie  of  the 
qoefiion  which  had  yeficrday  been  fubmitted  to  the  decifiod  of  the 
inhabitams  ef  Weftminfter.     Mr.  Dundas  had  faid,  dut  the  abi- 
lities of  Mr.  Fox  could  only  be  ufeful  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons^ 
aad  that,  when  they  were  ciccrted  out  of  doors,  they  moved  in  a 
fphne  not  theif  own.     He  had  no  hefitation  in  oonfeffing  that  he 
attended  the  Houfe,  not  from  motives  of  pleafure,  but  merely  from 
a  fenfe  of  duty  ;  and  thou^  he  could  not  hope  to  fway  die  refolu-  - 
tk»s  of  thirty  thoufand  people,  neither  could  he  reafonably  hope  to 
convince  a  majority  of  the  gendemen  prefent,  all  of  whom  he  was 
a&aid  it  would  be  difficult  to  prove  came  down  endrely  unprepof- 
(eSod  by  authority,  and  unprejudiced  by  influence.  The  right  honour- 
able gentleman  had  fomedmes  been  in  minorides  hirofelf ;  but  he 
had  not  been  fo  well  accuftomed  to  them  as  he  (Mr.  Fox)  had  been» 
elfe  he  would  have  learnt  that  a  Member  of  Parliament  has  oi&ces 
to  pcffoim  among  his  oonilituents  as  well  as  in  the  Senate  ;  and 
that  diere  are  occaflons  in  which  he  may  be  much  more  ufeful  out 
of  doors,  than  in  a  Houfe  in  which  his  influence  is  neither  felt  nor 
acknowledged.     He  had  profdTed  an  almoft  idolatrous  admiration 
ofthexevoludon,  and  of  what  were  generally  termed  Whig  princi-^ 
f&cs  \  and  he  was  glad  to  witnefs  fiich  profeflions,  for  he  had  not 
oonfidered  the  right  honourable  Secretary  as  very  warmly  attached  to 
cither.     He  could  not,  however,  but  remark,  that  the  debates  on 
this  bill  had  afibrded  the  flrft  occafion  fince  the  acceflion  of  the  Houfe 
of  firunfwick  to  the  Throne,    of  an  open   and   Parliamentary 
dpouGil  of  the  caufe  of  the  Houfe  of  Stuart.   .  Lad  night  it  had 
been  fatd,  by  an  honourable  Baronet,  (Sir  Francis  Baflet)  and  the 
Idea  had  been  borrowed  this  evening  by  the  Solicitor  General,  that 
tfaoi^h  there  had  been  a  revolution  in  the  reigns  of  George  the  Firft 
and  Second,  it  would  not  have  been  accompanied  with  the^fame 
dang^  which  would  flow  from  a  (imilar  event  taking  (>Iacc  at  the 
prefent  crifis ;  for  then  the  defcendants  of  the  Houfe  of  Stuart  might 
ha?c  been  re-  inftated  on  the  Throne ;  whereas  at  the  prefent  moment, 
anaitiiy  and  a  general  diflblution  of  all  the  principles  of  civilized 
Vol  -XLlll.  1  i  • 
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fociety,  woold  fucceed  to  any  difpute  about  the  Conflitutional  righis 
of  the  Sovereign.  This  was  Jaoobinifm  in  petfedion ;  and  he 
not  at  all  furprifed  at  hearing  Jacobites  come  forward  with  fuch 
fonings.'  What  would  the  Houfe  of  Stuart  have  done,  had  thcj 
been  again  eftabliihed  on  the  Throne  r  They  would  have  introduced 
the  Catholic,  inftead  of  the  Proteftant  religion.  They  would  per- 
haps have  put  an  end  to  Parliament^  refumed  the  rights  of  juries, 
and  fubvertcd  the  liberty  of  the  prefs ;  but  they  would  not  have  in- 
vaded the  rights  of  property,  nor  invented  the  detedable  name  of 
French  Equality,  the  inroads  of  which  our  Britifh  heroes  fwear  bjr 
their  lives  and  fortunes,  to  refift.  But  if  in  the  chdce  of  darters 
a  manmiift  forfeit  his  life  and  property,  in  order  to  avoid  a  greater 
evil,  (for  the  blcflings  of  the  ConAitutbn  were  out  of  the  qoeftion 
under  the  Government  of  the  Stuarts,  whatever  may  be  the  theo- 
retidl  diitindion)  there  is  very  little  pradical  difFerence  between  the 
one  or  other  alternative. 

The  right  honourable  gentleman  had  deprecated  the  idea  of  the 
Legiflature  adopting  the  dodtrine  of  refinance  as  a  prafiical  priiK:i. 
pie,  thoughy  at  the  fame  time,  he  allowed,  that  re(Ulance  maft  in- 
evitably'follow  from  a  fyftem  of  oppoiition  long  purfued.     A  moft 
worthy  and  enlightened  man  in  a  ncighbouringkingdom,  (La  Fayette) 
which  it  was  the  fafliion  to  refer  to  for  inftances  of  atrocious  cri- 
minality, had  affirmed  reliAance  to  be  the  moft  holy  of  duties, 
which  the  people  of  England  was  called  to  exercife ;  and  perhaps 
the  difference  between  him  and  the  honourable  Secretary  would, 
on  a  fecond  thou^t,  appear  but  trifling.     No  man  ever  fuppofed 
that  the  Legiflature  ihould  adopt  the  doSrine  of  refinance,   as  a 
dired  and  pra^cal  ifxiaxim,  though  every  man  was  convinced^   and 
even  the  fpeech  of  the  right  honourable  Secretary  himfdf  firengthened 
the  convi<51ion,  that  reiiftance,  in  certain  circumibnoes,  was  im- 
pofliblc  to  be  avoided.    With  refpeA  to  the  right  which  Parliament 
pofleifed,  of  altering  the  Bill  of  Rights,  he  agreed  with  the  right 
honourable  Secretary.   He  never  could  confent  to  the  propofition  that 
there  are  fome  fundamental  laws  of  the  Conftitution  which  Par- 
liament was  incompetent  to  alter.     They  certainly  were  compe- 
tent to  make  any  alterations  in  the  code  either  of  civil  or  criminal 
law,  fo  far  as  their  z&s  would  neceflarily  be  recognized  in  the  de- 
cifions  of  all  the  various  courts  of  judicature  in  the  kingdom.     Hot 
thoi^h  they  might  be  competent  in  point  of  power,  it  would  not 
be  prudential  or  expedient  in  many  cafes  to  ufe  that  power.  There 
were  many  laws  of  the  Conl^itution  which  never  ought  to  be  re- 
pealed, and  many  privileges  of  the  people  which  never  ought  to  be 
invaded.     Parliament  had  been  reprefented  as  the  only  fource  of 
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redrefsy  and  in&Uible  objefl  of  public  confidence.     But  who  did 
ivM  know,  that  if  our  ancedors  had  trufted  every  thing  to  Parlia* 
menr,  that  their  pofterity  would  not  have  inherited  that  Conditution 
vhich  it  has  been  their  happinefs  to  enjoy ;  and  that  the  provifion  for 
p-'itioning  the  Lcgiflature  would  never  have  found  admittance  into 
the  KM  of  Rights.     Even  in  the  reign  of  King  William,  the 
Marquis  of  Harrington  moved,  in  the  Houfc  of  Commons,  for  a 
power  to  be  vefted  in  the  people  of  petitioning  His  MajcAy  to  hold 
or  diflblve  the  Parliament,  and  to  remove  the  grievances  to  which 
it  might  be  their  fate  to  be  fubje£^ed.     Perhaps  he  might  be  laughed 
2t  for  the  fuperftitious  veneration  in  which  he  held  the  names  of 
forne  great  and  ancient  families  in  the  kingdom.     Inhere  was 
none  for  whom  he  had  a  more  profound  refpedt  than  that  of  Ca- 
vendifh ;  and  forry  was  he  to  fee,  that  in  a  queftion  of  fo  great 
conftitutional  importance,  not  one  of  that  illuflrious  family,  who 
had  fo  many  feats  in  Parliament,  were  to  be  found  either  in  the 
minoritv  or  the  adverfe  ranks.     He  defended  the  fentiments  bf 
hii  honourable  and  learned  friend,  Mr.  Erikine,  which  had  been 
mifunderftood  or  mifreprefented  by  the  Secretary  of  State.     He- 
did  not  mean,  and  no  man  who  pretended  to  the  character  of  a 
ftatefman,  he  was  convinced,  would  prefume  to  deny  that  property 
ought  to  have  great  political  weight.     But  even  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  himfelf,  would  not  contend,  that  property  had  an  ex-- 
ciufive  right  of  thinking  and  fpeaking  upon  fubjecls  of  conititutional 
importance.     This  would  be  to  rob  man  of  his  natural  and  inde- 
icafible  rights,  and  to  reduce  fociety  to  its  original  elements.     He 
had  heard  indeed  that  it  had  been  faid,  that  the  people  of  this,  or  of 
any  country,  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  laws  but  to  obey  them, 
and  that  this  Orange  aflfertion  had  been  made  by  a  member  of  that 
order,  who  beyond  all  others  arc  taught  in  their  religion  to  recog- 
nize the  natural  equality  of  man.     But  he  trufted  that  the  people  . 
of  England  would  not  tamely  furrender  their  indifputable  and  here- 
ditary  right,  whatever  inclination  an  arbitrary  Minifter,  or  a  fuper- 
cilious  Prehtc  might  betray,  to  wreft  them  from  their  poflcflton. 
How  abfurd  was  it,  faid  Mr.  Fox,  that  bccaufe  a  man  has  not 
the  good  fortune  to  have  a  freehold  qualification  of  forty  (hillings 
valued  rent,  he  muft  not  be  allowed  to  fpeak  his  fentiments  on  fub- 
jeds  which  involve  his  deareft  and  moft  important  concerns.     At 
prefent,  he  would  not  enter  into  the  argpments  for  andagainft  par- 
itamentaiy  reform.     The  fum  of  the  argument  on  the  one  fide  was, 
dm  the  people  of  the  country  were  not  equally  reprefented  ;  ^and 
the  only  anfwer  bearing  the  fmalleft  femblance  of  fpecioufnefs,  which 
kad  been  made^  vt^s,  though  the  people  were  not  equally  and  in* 
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dividually  reprcfented,  that  this  aggrrgate  body  was  to  all  intents 
and  purpofesy  virtuAlly^  reprefented  ;  and  that,  for  inftance,  the 
member  for  Weftminilcr  was  equally  zealous  in  promotiiig  the  gene* 
ral  inCered  of  the  country^  as  he  was,  in  confulting  the  more  im* 
mediate  intereAs  of  his  conditucnts.  From  this  rcafoningj  tlie  in- 
ference which  naturally  occurred^,  was  this,  that  they  who  have 
not  an  equal  influence  in  chufmg  rifprcfcntatives  in  Parliament^  and 
who  in  fa6l  have  nonc^  (hould  by  tlte  excrcifc  .of  petitiof>  have  an 
opportunity  of  making  their  grievances  known  to  thofe  who  are  the 
virtual  reprcfcntatives  of  the  nation*  Whereas  in  the  prcfent  bill 
the  privilege  of  petition,  as  well  as  the  powers  of  cledion  were  con- 
fined to  boroughs  and  corporations  who«  adlually  have  repiefcnta- 
tives  whom  they  have  It  in  their  power  to  cntruft  ^ith  the  exercifc 
of  their  fun<f\ions. 

Would  it  not,  faid  Mr.  Fox,  be  much  more  fuitable  and  be- 
coming to  this  privilege  to  the  poor  houfeholder^,  and  the  millions 
of  unreprcfented  people  in  the  countiy  who  have  no  other  mediuv.} 
through  which  to  make  known  their  grievances,  and  to  pour  r>. 
their  complaints  ?  Deprive  them  of  this  right  of  petitioning,  arc! 
you  take  from  them  all  that  is  valuable  in  their  political  exigence.  I  n 
this  view  then  the  bill  went  to  inftitutc  a  fatal  diftinelion  between 
theconftituents  and  non-conftituents  in  the  kingdom  ;  a  diflin£)ion 
which  was  fufficient  to  dcAroy  the  harmony  and  peace  of  the  country  : 
to  confute  the  only  argument  which  could  be  adduced  in  oppoHtlcM 
to  [Mirliamentary  reform,  and  to.  convert  the  government  of  tli** 
country  into  an  ariftocracy,  or  an  oligarchy.  Mr.  Fox  proceed^.: 
to  inquire  how  far  the  bill  a^lually  went  in  its  provifions,  to  limit 
the  right  of  petitioning.  The  (herifF  muft  call  the  meeting.  But 
what  was  to  be  done,  if  he  refufe  to  call  a  meeting  upon  a  fubject 
of  prefling  importance  ?  Can  a  meeting  be  held  witliout  bis  per- 
miflion  or  not  ?  But  was  not  the  iherifF  an  officer  nonunated  by 
the  Crown  ;  and  what  a  mockery  was  it,  to  petition  perAiilfiun 
from  the  Crown,  to  meet  in  order  to  petition  the  Crown }  Sup- 
pofe>  for  indance,  that  the  objcdt  of  the  petition  were  to  be  a  diiib- 
lution  of  Parliament,  would  the  Crown  countenance  a  petition  for 
any  fuch  purpofe,  as  long  as  the  King  found  it  for  his  intereft  to 
retain  the  Parliament  then  in  being  r  On  the  fuppofition  that  re> 
drefs  of  public  grievances  was  the  obje£^,  how  could  the  people  cx> 
pe6t  the  countenance  of  thofe  men  to  fuch  an  objcd,  from  whom 
all  their  grievances  proceeded,  and  who  afforded  the  real  caufe  of 
compMnt  ?  The  firft  claufe,  however,  was  not  the  leaA  exception- 
able :  after  die  meeting  had  convened,  a  JuiHce  of  Peace  might, 
under  various  pretences,  diffolve  it ;  fo  that  its  proceedings  were  tq 
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be  endrdf  fiibj^  td  his  capriee.  Suppofe,  (ar^tzmph,  that  a 
petition  for  a  reform  in  Parliament  was  to  be  the  fubjc<^  which 
oocopied  the  attention  of  the  meeting  ;  the  ma^ftrate  might  take  it 
!iiK>  his  head,  that  the  vtty  idea  conveyed  an  implied  ocHifiempt  of 
the  prdeilt  organization  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  and  under,  this 
impidTion  mtg^t  order  it  immediately  to  difperfe  under  pain  of  mili- 
tary execution^  before  a»f-c^  the  purpofes  of  the  meeting  were 
anfwcredp.  All  is  referred  to  ^  difcretionary  power,  which  can  be 
amenable  to  no  earthly  tribunikl,  as  no  man  is  accountable  for  the 
errors  of  his  underftanding.  ,  Mr.  Fox  applied  this  reafontng  to  the 
meeting  at  Copenh^en  Hotife,  the  objed  of  which,  he  contended 
to  be  ftri(ftly  legal,  whatever  were  the  forms  of  the  petitions  which 
were  then  drawn  up,  but  an  obje£t  which  would  have  been  relifled 
afrifuipiof  had  the  bill  now  pending  been  previouily  in  force. 
There  was  another  claufe  which  was  almoA  too  ridiculous  to  men-* 
tion,  namely,  that  prohibiting  all  public  lectures  delivered  for  money. 
What  would  become  of  the  Profeflbrs  of  the  different  fciences  irt 
the  UniveWities  ?•  Would  they  not  be  clearly  involved  in  the  ope- 
ration of  this  claufe  ;  but  even  in  its  mod  qualified  conflrudion, 
he  could  not  conceive  by  what  principle  of  policy  a  man  was  to  be 
prohibited  from  acquiring  his  fubliftence  by  infirudling  the  people  in 
the  principles  of  the  Conftitutton.  Of  Mr.  Thelwall,  and  his 
le<^ures,  he  was  entirely  ignorant.  If  they  were  innocent,  why 
(hould  he  be  difturbed  ^  If  they  were  feditious  and  treafonable, 
why  was  he  not  profecuted  under  the  exii\ing  ilatutes  ?  The  fame 
obfervariens  applied  to  the  papers  which  had  been  read  by  the  noble 
Lord  (Mornington)  ;  if  they  were  treafonable,  the  authors  of  thent 
were  amenable  to  the  treafon  laws.  He  would  not  be  underftood 
as  delivering  an  ojnnion' whether  they  were  or  not,  nor  even  whether 
every  feditious  paper  which  was  circulnted  ought  to  be  fubmitted  to 
the  courfe  of  law.  He  rather  thought  that  a  judicious  feleiSiion  of 
the  mod  glaring  and  dangerous  ought  to  be  made  by  the  Attpmey 
General. 

Mr.  Fox  then  adverted  to  the  general  principle  of  the  bill  in 
Ae  moft  animated  and  pointed  terms.  It  was  not  a  blow  at  the 
outworks  of  the  Conftitution  — it  was  a  daring  attempt  to  fubvert  its 
Tciy  foundation.  Upon  the  liberty  of  the  prefs  and  freedom  of 
difcuffion,  the  bafis  of  the  ConlViCution  was  known  to  reft  ;  take 
away  thefe,  laid  Mr.  Fox,  i^nd  the  whole  fabric  muft  fall.  No 
Aan  would  deny  that  there  were  many  abufes  and  faults  in  the 
Conftitutba.  Its  chief  value  oonfifted  in  the  excellence  of  the 
foundation  ;  and  when  that  was  deftroyed,  the  reft  was  not  worth 
frdcrving.     For  almoft  any  other  fliock  wh^ch  it  could  have  re- 
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cci vcd,  a  remedy  tnight  have  been  found.     Had  ParliaTnent  rhop^ 
proper  ta  alter  the  fucceffion  of  the  Crown  from  the  prcfenc  family 
on  the  throne,  dreadflil  convulfions  would  no  doubt  have  enfued, 
but  the  inveftiturc  of  a  new  prince  with  the  fovcreign  power  mig^ 
luve  quieted  the  commotion.     Had  Parltameht  made  a  bold  and 
open  attack  upon  the  trial  by  jury,  a  fpcedy  remedy  wohlcl  have 
been  found  in  the  deluge  of  argument  ^nd  declamation  which' would 
immediately  have  iffued  from  the   prefs;     Petitions  would  have 
been  poured  in,  remonftrating  againdr  the  aflfault  on   the  public 
liberty  ;  and  the  voice  of  the  people  raifed  withunanlmity  ^nd  firm- 
nefsy  would  hnve  awed  the  proudc(t  Minifter  into  fubmiCTion.   But 
when  thepowerof  fpcakiiig  was  taken  away,  what  was  there  left 
but  the  patience  of  implicit  fubmiflfion  }     What  hopes  could  be  en- 
tertained that  grievances  wUl  be  removed  when  thofc  who  feel  them 
dared  not  complain  ?     In  fuch  a  cafe,  it  would  give  him  but  little 
anxiety  that  a  fpirit  of  refinance  was  found  impofTible  to  bcfuj^preffed. 
At  prcfent  he  believed  a  fpirit  of  dilbontent  to.  be  pretty  general  in 
the  country,  and  he  had  no  befitation  in  faying,  that  it  originated 
in  a  bad  government,  in  wicked  and  ruinous  me^ifures,  and  in  the 
blind  and  unmeaning  confidence  which  the  people  had  repofed  in  an 
unfortimate  and  dcfperate  adminiftration.— The  difcontent  might 
perhaps  cxift  in  fome  degree  previous  to  the  war,  but  he  affirmed 
that  it.  had  fpread  fince  to  a  much  more  alarming  extent.     If  the 
difcontent  originated  in  French  principles,  it  was  indebted  for  its  cur- 
rency to  the  meafures  of  Britilh  Minifters.     He  wi(hed  to  bring 
them  to  iffue  upon  this  point. — ^They  faid  the  people  of  England 
are  loyal ;    fo  faid  he.     They  aflerted  that  there  were  malcontents 
in  the  country  ;  in  this  alfo  he  agreed.     But  he  would  alk  whether 
the  dai^er  to  be  apprehended  from  French  principles,  was  greater 
now  or  two  years  ago  ?     Let^them  fay  either  the  one  or  the  other; 
but  he  intreated  them,  for  God's  fake,  not  to  fay  both.     For  his 
own  part  he  thought  it  was  greater.     If  it  was,  he  demanded,  if 
the  increafe  of  danger  ^as  not  owing  to  the  calamitous  war,  which 
was  unjuftly  commenced,  and  had  been  unfortunately  pipfecuted. 
If  the  danger  was  diminifhed,  why  would  they  apply  a  more  hazard- 
ous remedy,  than  when  the  difeafe  was  difcribed  as  raging  with  its 
utmoft  fury  ?     Whatever  was  the  degree  of  danger  in  which  the 
country  now  flood,  he  was  firmly  of  opinion,  that  it  would  be  in* 
creafed,  rather  than  Icffcned  by  the  remedy  propofed.     The  dan- 
ger had  principally  arifcn  from  a  fyftcm  of  terror,  which  Mini^lers 
had  adi»pted,  and  the  moft  effediual  mode  of  protrafling  the  danger 
was  by  continuing  this  fyftem,  of  which  the  prefent  bill  fecmed  to 
form  a  mod  prominent  pare.     Mr.  Fox  next  adverted  to  what  had 
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been  faid  of  the  danger  of  univerfal  fufl[bge  and  anndal  Parlis^ments. 
They  had  been  reprefcnted  as  the  caufe  of  the  fubverfion  of  the  old 
French  Government,  and  they  were  defcribed  as  the  inftrumcnt 
employed  by  the  Correfponding  Society,  to  deniolifh  the  Britifh 
ConfKtution.  He  profefled  htmfelf  no  friend  to  either  ^  but  he 
quoted  the  high  authority  of  the  Duke  of  RichnK>ndy  by  whom  they 
had  been  fupported,  and  drew  this  inferoice,  that  the  opinions  <^ 
rhofe  in  the  higher  and  lower  ftations  of  fociety  were  treated  in  a 
▼crjr  difFerent  ftilc  of  rcfpedl.  When  the  members  of  Correfpond- 
11^  Societies  think  now,  as  the  Duke  of  Richmond  thought  fo'me 
years  ago^  there  is  a  general  outcry,  will  you  prefume  to  touch  the 
facred  ark  of  the  Conftitution  with  unhallowed  hands ;  but  nodiing 
was  faid  when  a  daring  Miniftcr  comes  forward,  not,  indeed,  with 
unhallowed  hands,  for  a  MiniAer's  hands  are  like  thofe  of  the 
high  prteft  bf  old,  which  it  would  be  facrilege  even  to  look  at, 
not  to  touch  it  only,  but  to  tear  it  in  pieces.  And  all  the  reafon 
:d]gned  for  this  outrage  againft  the  ConAitution,  was,  diat  when 
new  occafions  happen,  new  changes  muft  take  place.  Mr.  Fok 
here  expufed  the  fallacy  of  the  aifertion,  that  univerfal  fuffirage  was 
the  caufe  of  the  downfal  of  the  ancient  defpotifm  of  France,  and  of 
the  overthrow  of  the  firfl  Conftitution.  He  urged  upon  the  ferious 
confideration  of  Mtnifters  the  fituationinto  which  they  had  reduced 
the  country,  and  tmplcrod  them  togive  up  afyilem  which  was  preg- 
nant with  ruin,  and  to  employ  every  lenient  and  conciliatory  means 
far  gaining  the  afFcdtion  of  the  people,  and  attaching  them  to  the 
Gmflitution.  He  knew  there  was  a  fpirit  in  the  country  to  ward 
off*  the  ravages  of  anarchy  ;  he  hoped  alfo  there  was  a  fpirit  to  re- 
itfl  the  fkides  of  opprefTion.  Before  he  fat  down,  he  would  fay  9 
few  words  with  rc{\ieA  to  the  general  icarcity  of  proviiions  that  pre- 
vailed, tho*  not  connoSed  with  the  fubjed  before  the  Houfe.  If 
the  war  vi'as  not  the  integral  caufe,  what  was  the  chief  caufe  bf 
this  fcarcity  i  Though  the  harved  was  in  general  abundant,  yet 
wheat  was  not  b  produfttve  as  had  been  expeded.  Other  arti- 
cles of  confumption  which  were  Vnore  plentiful  were  eqtially  dear— ^ 
fbdear,  that  the  poor  could  not,  for  the  price  of  labour  (which  was 
in  no  proportion  to  the  dearnefs  of  proviiions)  buy  enough  of  bread. 
*->There  were  many  other  mifchiefs  that  followed  in  the  train  of  a 
deftrudtive  war,  the  expences  of  which  had  lowered  the  value  of 
money,  as  it  increafed  the  price  of  neceffaries. — ^Though  the  bleflings 
ci  returning  peace  could  not  in  one  month,  or  year,  reftore  plenty, 
and  repair  the  hard(hip»  of  the  war,  ftill  they  afibrded  die  only  cure 
for  fiimine  and  poverty.  Tlius  he  might  in  fome  degree  fay — Sui- 
tata  caufa  hUitus  eff^^us.     The  war  ended,  peace  would,  if  not 

"    2  • 


140  PARLIAMENTARY  [Commokb. 

immediately^  at  lead  in  timci  bring  back  the  country  to  its  fanner 
fiate  of  prosperity.  He  concluded  by^ faying,  diat  he  ihould  oonfi- 
der  it  an  unpardonable  omifliony  to  conceal  from  the  people -that 
they  had  to  reproach  theoifdves  for  a  great  part  of  their  calamides 
by  their  fupinenefsy  in  not  bringing  Minlfters  to  an  account  ibr  their 
deftruSive  meafures,  and  with  calling  on  the  Houfe  to  beawsus  of 
what  they  were  doing,  and  not  to  condnuc  a  blind  confidence  in 
Government  to  the  ruin  of  the  country. 

The  SOLICITOR  GENERAL  and  Sir  FRANCIS  BASSET 
explained  on  the  fame  point,  chat  the  danger  to  be  apprehended 
from  a  revolution,  which  would  refiore  die  Stuart  (amily  to  the 
throne,  was  not  to  be  compared  to  the  danger  that  would  refult 
horn  a  revolution  upon  Jacobinical  principles. 

Mr.  FOX,  in  explanation,  faid,  that  it  was  his  intention  to 
have  ftated  precifely  what  the  honourable  gentlemen  faid  them* 
felves  ;  he  had  no  wiih  to  mifreprefent  them. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  began  by  faying,  that  he  did  not  difier 
in  opinion  from  thofe  who  thought  that  ten-fold  greater  mifdiiefe 
would  refult  from  a  modern  revolution,  than  would  have  refulted 
from  a  revolution  happening  in  fome  of  thofe  former  dmes,  when 
it  had  been  wo{k  dreaded  in  this  country.  The  evils  of  a  popiih 
pretender  and  of  the  introdudlion  of  a  new  religion,  and  the  fiiyfe- 
quent  danger  to  liberty,  however  great,  were  not  to  be  compared 
with  the  evils  which,  in  thefe  days^  were  likely  to  attend  an  over* 
throw  of  our  ConfUtution.  He  agreed,  therefore,  with  the  (cnti- 
ments  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  that,  in  both  cafes,  a  re- 
volution was  ta  be  oppofed  at  the  expence  of  our  lives,  and  he  could 
not  defire  him  to  fay  more.  But  as  die  right  honourable  gendeman 
had  made  thisconceflion,  he  begged  to  take  die  following  advantage 
of  it ;  he  begged  to  iniift,  that  if  we,  like  our  anceftors,  would 
oppofe  the  introdudion  of  a  chs^ge  in  our  Conftitution  at  die  ex- 
pence  of  Our  lives,  we  ought  alfo  to  oppofe  it,  as  they  had  done, 
by  prudent  legiilative  provifions;  for  he  inlified  that  it  was  in  this 
manner,  more  dian  by  any  peribnal  valour,  that  they  had  prefcrved 
the  Conftitution.  What  indeed  was  the  Bill  of  Rights,  but  a  mea- 
fure  adopted  by  our  anceftors  on  account  of  their  finding  themfelves 
in  new  circumftanoes?  Had  not  our  anceftors  alfo  extended  th* 
penalty  of  treafon  to  all  who  queftioned  the  title  of  Queen  Anne  to 
the  Throne  ?  Did  diey  not  alfo  extend  the  fame  heavy  penalty  to 
all  who  ihould  queftion  the  title  of  Parliament  to  limit  ^efucoeffioa 
to  the  Crown  ?  It  was  thus  by  introducing  falutary  and  judicious, 
and  at  the  fame  time  vigorous  laws,  fuited  to  new  emergencies,  and 
not  by  adhering  always  to  the  old  laws,  and  to  eftablifbed  pctcoicatSj 
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that  our  anceftors  had  prcfcrvcd  the  fpirit  of  the  Conftltution.  Might 
we  not  then  find  fomc  general  landmarks  in  the  cafes  juft  cited/  by 
which  Parliament  might,  in  the  prefent  Cafe,  proceed  ?  Formerly 
2  danger  had  threatened  one  branch  of  the  Legiflature,  or  doubts^ 
had  arifen  rcfpciSing'  the  competency  of  Parliament  to  legiflate  in  • 
f-nc  particular  cafe,  vi'A.  that  of  limiting  the  fucceflion ;.  and  Par- 
liament had  provided  for  thefe  evils,  by  laws  calculated  to  meet  the 
cmagcncy  :  Now,  therefore,  when  not  only  one  branch  of  the  Lc- 
g'llature  but  every  branch  of  it  was  threatened  ;  when  not  the  right 
tt)  legiflate  in  a  particular  cafe,  but  to  legiflate  ,at  all  was  denied, 
ihould  it  be  faid  that  wc  were  to  fit^ftiH  and  refrain  from  taking  any 
mcafures,  becaufe  in  doing  fo  we  (hould  depart  fron!^he  precedent 
of  our  anceftors  ?  The  right  honourable  gentleman  talked  of  rifking 
his  life  in  defence  of  the  Conftitution  ;  he  was  not  afked  now  ta  rifle 
Ki>  life,  he  was  aflced  only  to  apply  the  laws  to  the  prefent  ftate  of 
the  country,  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  render  the  riflcing  of  lives,  for 
the  prefent  at  leaft,  unneceflTary  ;  and  he  was  aflced  to  do  this  in 
rime,  before  the  evil  which  threatened  us  fliould  have  rifen  to  fuch 
a  hci^t,  as  to  bring  on  perfonal  dangers.  Gentlemen  had  made 
much  objection  tathis  bill,  as  debarring  the  fubjeft  of  the  right  to 
petition,  as  fccured  to  them  by  the  Bill  of  Rights.  But  did  the 
Bill  of  Rights  imply,  that  any  other  than  Parliament  yrzs  to  be  the 
olianncl  through  which  evils  in  the  Government  or  Conftitution 
wcie  to  be  redrcfled  ?  The  revolution  itfelf  tended  alfo  to  prove  the 
point  he  was  contending  for  ;  fince  it  was  a  raemoral^le  example, 
that  even  when  the  thrpne  was  vacant,  and  when  the  forms  of  the 
Cufiftitution  neceflfartly  failed^  yet  even  then  fo  ftrong  was  the  im- 
prcflion  on  the  minds  of  men,  of  the  maxims  which  they  had  before 
leamt,  that  no  new  Conftitution  was  formed  in  confequence,  but 
the  old  Conftitution  was  ftill  confidered  as  fubfifting.  The  two 
remaining  Houfes  of  Parliament,  and  tliofe  two  Houfes  alone,  were 
then  relbned  to,  and  not  the  fovereignty  of  the  people,  as  the  means 
througli  which  the  other  bratfch  of  the  Lcgiflature  was  to  be  fup- 
plicd.  It  Was  not  to  that  fovereignty  of  the  people  which,  is  now 
talked  of,  that  recourfe  was  had.  Thus,  therefore,  the  revolution 
itfelf  confpircd  to  (hew  that  it  was  to  Parliament,  or  to  ih&jpcofle 
in  Parliament,  and  not  to  the  people  out  of  Parliament, '  that  the 
right  of  framing  alterations  in  the  Conftitution  always  devolved* 
He  next  obferved,  that  language  had  been  introduced,  the  tendency 
of  which  was  to  feparate  the  higher  and  lower  claflfes  of  the  people. 
The  bill  had  been  charged  with  having  this  tendency ;  but  he  de-  ^ 
oied  the  charge  altogether.  The  bill  had  been  gjyen  out  to  be  a 
Ml  whidi  profcribed  all  meetings  whatfoever  from  petitioning  Par- 
Vot.  XLIIL  K  k 
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llamenty  except  thofe  which  were  to  favour  the  higher'  clafles. 
The  right  honourable  gentleman  ^now,  therefore,  took  his  objedlion 
not  to  the  enadlments  but  to  the  exceptions  which  he  faw  in  it. 
'  Here  he  could  not  help  remarking  on  the  mifreprefentatton  which 
yhad  been  fent  abroad  on  the  whole  of  this  fubjeft.     The  bill  had 
*  been  given  out  to  be  a  bill  which  profcribed  all  meetings  whatfoevcr 
from  petitionir^  Parliament,  except  thofe  which  were  liceitcTcd  ;  but 
now  the  bill  was  objedcd  to  for  its  fuppofed  partiality  to  the  rich, 
in  not  profcribing  all  fuch  meetings.     The  fa6t  was,  that  the  bill 
left  all  eftablifhed  meetings  as  they  were  before.     The  requiring  a 
licence  had  been  ilated,  as  in  all  cafes,  an  intolerable  evil ;  and  yet 
it  was  (ingular  enough,  that  not  to  require  a  licence  was  now  con- 
fidered  as  a  ftill  worfe  evil  by  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  on 
account  of  the  partiality  o^  the  principle.     And  yet  what  was  that 
partiality  ?  Was  it  that  all  other  meetings  were  to  be  aboliihed  ? 
No  ;  but  that  they  were  merely  to  be  put  under  fome  new  rcftriflions, 
under  reAridlions  which  fhould  make  them  more  nearly  refemblc  the 
regular  meetings,  which  were  not  to  be  fubjeded  to  a  licence.      It 
was  complained  that  the  magiArates  who  were  to  give  a  licence  for 
holding  thefe  lefs  regular  meetings  at  their  difcretion,  might  exerclfe 
that  difcretion  amifs,  and  refufe  to  give  the  licence.     Mr.  Pitt  ob- 
ferved,  he  believed  it  had  already  not  been  uncommon  for  (herifis 
to  refufe  to  call  meetings,  fo  that  they  had  already  excrci fed  the  fame 
difcretion.     The  right  honourable  gendeman  indeed  had  mentioned 
that  the  power  of  the  iheriflF  was  no  power  at  all ;  it  was  a  power, 
however,  much  like  tliat  now  to  be  given  to  the  magifhates.     The 
right  honourable  gentleman  had  alfo  made  an  obfcrvanon,  that  thofe 
who  have  no  votes  for  Members  of  Parliament|  ought  more  pecu- 
liarly to  be  allowed  to  meet  and  petition  Parliament,  and  not  to  be 
re(lri£led  in  doing  fo.     Mr.  Pitt  remarked,  in  anfwer  to  this  ob- 
fervation,  that  the  great  principle  on  which  every  fober  man  had 
always  gone  in  confidering  the  fubjed  of  reprefentatiqp  was,  whether 
there  was  a  fufficient  identity  of  intere(^  between  the  people  and  the 
reprcfentatlve  body,  to  fecure  a  Parliamentary  attention  to  all  ranks 
of  men  in  due  degrees,  not  excepting  the  lowed.     He  inftfled  that 
when  any  civil  foqiecy  was  far  advanced,  a  clear  line  of  fqpatation 
between  a<Stual  and  virtual  reprefentadoA  could  not  fubfift.     There 
would  be  then  fuch  a  gradation  of  ranks,  that  reprefentation  cx>uld 
not  be  faid  to  Aop  at  any  one  intermediate  point.     Was  it  then  ne« 
ceffary  that  the  high  and  the  low  (hould  each  meet  feparately,   and 
prcfent  their  fevcral  petitions  ?  or  might  it  not  rather  be  (aid,   that 
each  rank  would  find  an  advocate  in  fome  other,  ind  that  the  in- 
tcre(\s  of  all  would  be  blended,  and  that  a  law  made. for  the  com* 
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mon  benefit  would  anfwer  the  purpofe  of  all.     But  to  come  to  the 
main  quefiion.      It  was  diftiniftly  this: — Firft,   Does  the  bill  fo 
abridge  and  limit  the  right  of  petitioning  Parliamenr,  as  to  leave  it 
infudicient  for  the  purpofe  of  afFofding  due  Conftitutional  fecurity  ? 
And  fecondly^  Does  the  bill  impofe  any  incffedlual,  fuperfluous, 
2nd  unnecciTsgry  rellraints  (  In  ol%er  to  judge  on  thefe  queftions,  he 
would  conlider  what  were  the  limitations  to  be  impofed  by  the  bill 
OQ  rhis  right  of  petitioning  ?  A  previous  notice  of  the  intended  meet- 
ings was  in  certain  cafes  to  be  required.     The  meetings  of  corpo- 
rate bodies  were  not  required  to  give  the  notice ;  meetings  called  by 
a  certain  number  of  juftices  ;  meetings  called  by  the  Lords  Lieu- 
tenant of  counties^  or  by  (herifFs — were  all  excepted  from  the  obli- 
gation.   It  had  been  faid,  j^owever,  that  all  thefe  laftwerie  fervants 
of  the  Crown,  and  becaufe  fervants,  therefore  in  the  ihtereft  of  the 
Crown.    But  how  did  this  c^fervation  apply  ?  A  flieriiFof  a  county 
was  under  no  influence  either  of  dependence,  or  expedlation,  or 
gratitude.     The  office  of  (heriiF  was  conddered  as  an  onerous  and 
expenfive  office,  which  few  pcrfons  liked,  and  from  which  many 
wiihed  to  be  excufed.   Was  it  fair  then  to  defcribe  a  meeting  called 
by  a  (herifF,  as  a  meeting  called  by  one  who  was  a  mere  tool  of  the 
Crown?  But,  befides,  what  was  the  fadt  ? -— The  fad  was>  that 
meetings  were,  accordmg  to  the  prcfent  cuftom,  called  by  thefe  very 
flicrifB,  and  a  great  proportion  of  the  complaints  of  the  country  ac- 
tually found  their  way  to  Parliament  through  this  channel ;  a  way 
vhich  was  ftill  left  open.     This,  he  faid,  was  the  beil  proof  that 
meetings  of  this  fort  were  not  unavailing.    He  believed  it  had  com- 
monly happened,  that  much  the  greater  proportion  of  petitions  to 
Parliament  came  through  the  (herifFs,  and  thofe  of  another  kind 
were  ufually  thought  more  fufpicious.     How  unfair  then  was  it  to  » 
eall  this  bill,  as  it  bad  been  called  '<  an  Extindtion  of  the  Right  to 
Petiuon,*'  when,  in  fad,  that  channel  was  Aill  left  open,  through 
which  petitions  had  been  generally  ufed  to  come.    But  again^  added 
Mr.  Pitt,  is  it  that  no  other  channels  of  petitioning  (hould  be  allowed,  . 
except  thofe  which  are  named  ;  or  is  it  intended  thatfome  qualifi- 
caticm  of  property  (hall  be  neceffary,  in  order  to  authorife  a  perfon 
to  petition  ?   Certainly,  neither  of  thefe  things  is  intended.    **  I  ad- 
niit,"  faid  he,  **  broadly,  that  fuppofed  or  real  grievances  may,  as 
a  matter  of  right,  be  prefented  to  Parliament  by  all  ranks  of  people." 
He  then  proceeded  to  remark,    that  thofe  men,  however,  were 
notj  in  his  opinion,  the  beft  friends  either  to  the  Conftitution  or  to 
the  lower  ranks  of  people,  who  endeavour  to  habituate  them  to  pe- 
titioaii^ ;  who  encourage  thofe  to  frequent  deliberations  on  public 
affairs,  who,  of  all  men,  arc,  by  education  and  lubits  of  life,  and 
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means  of  information,  the  lead  capable  of  cxcrcifing  a  found  judge- 
ment on  fuch  fubjedis,  and  who  arc  mbft  likely  to  be  impofed  upon 
by  others.     The  right  of  petitioning  is  by  this  bill  rcferved  to  all 
perfons ;    but  in  certain  cafes  it  is  -  required^  that  thofe  meetings 
which  heretofore  have  been  irregular,  (h  ill  take  hereafter  the  fame 
regular  form  with  the  others,  by  obliging  thofe  who  call  them,  to 
let  a  Magiftrate  have  a  due  cogniiance  of  them.      Another  mifre- 
prefentation  of  the  bill  which  had  gone  abroad  was,  that  it  was  to 
ftop  all  kinds  of  meetings;  but  the  bill  applied  in  faS,  only  to  pub- 
lic meetings,  held  on  the  fubjccl  of  the  alteration  of  fomc  matter^ 
in  Church  or  ,Statc.     The  next  point  was  the  difpcrfion  of  the 
meeting.      Did  not  the  Houfe  feel  the  danger  of  fomc  of  the  bte 
meetings,  and  was  it  not  ncceflary  to  give  them  a  check  r      If  this 
be  granted,  what  could  the  Houfe  do  but  give  a  power  of  difperfing 
the  people  who  met?      This  power  of  difperfing  .a    meeting  was, 
in  the  firrt  place,  denned  as  well  as  it  could  be,  and  then  a  dif- 
cretionary  power  was  given  with  all  the  refponiibility  belonging  to 
it.      Here,  indeed,  Mr.  Pitt  faid,  he  muft  notice  the  declamation 
of  a  lawyer  (Mr.  Erfkine)  of  the  firft  talpnts,   reputation,  and 
prA<Sice,  who  built  whatever  there  was  of  argument  in  this  part  of 
his  fpeech,  on  a  principle  quite  contrary  to  what  is  always  held  in 
the  adminiftration  of  juftice  ;  for  that  lawyer  had  founded  wliat  he 
had  faid  on  the  prefumption  that  Magiftrates  muft  of  courfc  be  cor- 
rupt ;  and  after  doing  this,  4ic  had  loaded  with,  al")ufe  all  thofe  me- 
ritorious and  exemplary  perfons  who  are  in  thefe  times  cxpofing 
themfclves  to  danger  by  tlie  due  execution  of  the  laws  of  their  coim- 
try.    Courts  of  Jaw,  he  believed,  took  the  favourable  lido  in  judge- 
ing  of  the  motives  of  Magiftrates,  and  they  would  conflrue  fairly, 
their  conduct  in  the  execution  of  the  duties  enjoined  uix>n  them  by 
•this bill.     The  prefent  mcafure  would  be  tendered  inefFe<3ual,   un- 
lefs  a  difcretion  were  given  to  the  Magiftrates  under  fpccial  circum- 
fiances.    .Tiic  general  cafes  to  whiqh  this  difcretion  was  to  be  ap- 
plied, were  not  imaginary  cafes.     His  noble  friend  (I-X)rd  Mor- 
nington)  had  defcribed  the  cxifting  evil,   and  he  Ihould  not  now 
enter  into  it.      The  Correi'jx)nding  Society  had  faid  they  would  ne- 
ver petition  any  more,  except  as  a  cloak  to  other  purpofcs.      The 
fame  learned  gentleman  to  whom  he  had  before  alluded,  when  he 
came  to  fpeak  of  the  power  of  difpcrfion,  faid,  it  was  law  already. 
Let  it  be  remembered  then,  faid  Mr.  Pitt  again,  that  this  right 
of  difpcrfion  which  has  been  fo  violently  objefted  to  by  fome,  is,  faid 
by  one  of  the  loudeft  and  moft  clamorous  of  the  oppofers  of  this 
bill,  to  be  law  already.     He  here  made  fome  remarks  on  the  cx- 
ifting adls  of  Parliament  which  bear  on  this  fubjedi,  and  particu- 
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Urly  on  the  afl  of  Henry  the  IVth.  and  obfcrved,  that  the  law 
would,  he  believed,  if  lcx)ked  into,  be  found  not  to  be  fo  intelli- 
gible and  eflfedtual  as  it  would  become  after  this  bill  (hould  have 
jHlTcd.     On  the  whole  then,  a  comparifon  ought  to  be  formed  be- 
tween the  evils,  whatever  they  were,  which  might  follow  from  the 
pairing  of  this  bill,  and  the  dangers  which  might  arife  if  the  Houfe" 
ihould  not  pafs  it.     The  bill  was  not  an  abrogation  of  the  right  of 
petitioning,  but  it  left  entire  the  more  ufual  means  of  exercifing  tliat 
right,  and  it  direftcd  certain  regulation^  as  to  the  remaining  means, 
fubjcdl  to  thofe  who  cxercifcd  the  difcrction  in  thefe  latter  cafes, 
being  amenable  to  refponfibility.     It  was  intended  to  apply  a  check 
to  a  kind  of  meetings  that  aSually  do  cxift.     The  Houfe  then 
muft  tirikc  the  balance  between  this  and  the  other  fide  of  the  alter- 
nirivc.     That  other  fide  was — whether  it  was  not  more  defirable 
the  people  (hould  know  that  it  is  to  Parliament  alone  they  muft 
look  for  any  alteration  in  the  law,  where,  when  any  grievances  are 
properly  ftated  and  known,  they  might  hope  not  to  look  in  Vain. 
In  order  to  this,   the  people  were  to  be  required  whenever  they 
might  petition,    to  make  ufe,   either  of  thofe  forms  which  were 
known  to  our  anccftors,  and  in  ufe  among  them,  or  if  they  did  not 
adopt  thefc  forms,  they  were  then  to  be  required  to  fubmit  to  other 
r^ulations,  with  the  view  of  rendering  their  petitioning  confiftent 
vith  the  peace  of  the  country.     The  bill  would  ferve  therefore  to 
Ivt  every  part  of  the  people  know,   that  the  Lcgiflature  can  only  ^ 
receive  petitions  in  2i  manner  confiftent  with  the  independence  of 
Parliament.      In  order  to  effedt  this,  the  channels  through  which 
they  are  permitted  to  come,    was  narrowed  ;  but  it  was  only  with 
the  view  of  preventing  thofe  petitions  from  comfng,  which,  in  no 
time,  ought  to  be  received,  and  which  were  intended  only  to  me- 
nace Parliament ;  while  thofe  meetings  alfo  would,  by  this  bill^  be 
reftrained  ;  which,  under  colour  of  petitioning,  were  purfuing  an 
objcd  that  was  illegal.      It  was  not  the  Houfe  only,   it  was  the 
Public  alfo,  that  was  interefted  in  this  bill,  and  fo  was  every  clafs 
of  &ir  petitioners.     The  Houfe  muft  now  tlicrefore  decide,  wlic- 
thcr  they  bcft  do  their  duty,  and  bcft  confult  the  intereft  of  their 
conftituents^  by  entertaining  or  rejefling  a  law  founded  on  thefe 
prineiples. 

Lord  HOOD  rofc  to  make  fome  fliort  obfcrvations  on  what  had 
been  faid  refpe£Kng  the  Weftminftcr  meeting.  So  far  from  30,000 
bcdng  prefcnf,  he  believed  cherc  were  not  5000  ;  he  was  fure  he 
had  fccn  as  many  again  in  Covent  Garden.  He  confcflcd  that  he 
had  requcffed  many  of  hij  friends  to  be  prefpnt,  to  fupport  what  he 
ihoQld  fay ;   he  went  thither  to  proteft  againft  taking  the  fenfe  of 
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the  cleflors  of  Weftminftcr  at  fuch  a  meeting.  It  was  true  that 
numbers  held  up  both  their  hands  as  approving  the  petition ;  but 
he  believed  likewifc,  that  nearly  as  many  did  not  hold  up  their 
hands  at  all,  but  remained  filent  fpedlators  of  what  was  pafling. 

Mr;  FOX  admitted,  that  he  had  no  doubt  but  many  were  prc- 
fent  from  motives  of  curiofity,  and  took  no  part  in  the  meeting, 
but  he  infilled,  that  in  the  whole  courfe  of  his  life,  he  never  (aw 
fuch  a  numerous  affcmblage,  nor  fo  unanimous  in  their  fentiments. 
It  was  very  likdy  that  a  great  number  of  thofe  who  attended  were 
not  houfeholdcrs  of  Weftminfter,  but  that  was  a  confideration  pcr- 
fcdly  inrimaterial.  The  meeting  was  not  intended  to  be  compofcd 
of  eleflors  only,  becaufe  the  fubjedi  on  which  the  people  were  con- 
vened  equally  regarded  every  man. 

Sir  JOHN  ROUS  faid,  he  had  been  abfcnt  from  the  Houfe  for 
a  (hort  time,  owing  to  indifpofition  ;  but  he  underAood  it  had  been 
flated  by  a  gentleman  on  the  other  fide  of  the  Houfe,  that  if  Mem- 
bers gave  their  affent  to  the  prefent  bill,  they  could  never  dare  to 
face  their  conftituents.  He  wholly  denied  any  fuch  aifertion ;  and 
to  prove  what  were  the  fentiments  of  his  condituents,  a  meeting 
had  been  held  the  preceding  day  in  Suffolk,  at  which  it  was  unani- 
moufly  rcfolvcd  to  inftrudl  their  Members*  to  fupport  any  meafure 
which  might  be  brought  forward  to  fecure  His  Majcfty's  Govern- 
ment, and  check  thofe  feditious  aflemblies  which  had  fo  julUy 
tQlarmed  the  nation. 

Mr.  MAINWARING  faid,  that  there  were  one  or  two  pro- 
vifions  iR  the  bill  to  which  he  could  not  reconcile  his  mind,  and 
confequently  he  was  undetermined  how  to  ad.  He  approved  moft 
heartily  of  the  principle  of  the  bill,  and  had  long  fecn  the  neceflity 
of  fome  fuch  meafure.  But  he  objeded  to  that  claufe  which  gave 
fuch  an  cxtcnfivc  power  to  Magiftrates  to  dilfolve  any  meeting,  ac- 
cording to  what  might  be  their  idea  of  its  propriety.  He  wiflicd 
their  powers  fhould  be  more  clearly  defined,  or  rather  that  they 
fhpuld  have  no  fuch  povi  crs.  The  law  could  not  be  too  clearly 
defined ;  and  it  ought  to  be  made  plain  to  the  moft  common  uh- 
derflanding.  -He  alfo  difapproved  of  the  claufe  which  prohibits  all 
difcourfcs  and  lectures,  unlefs  licenfcd  by  a  Juftice  of  the  Peace. 
Some  pla»fcs  of  public  entertainmait,  which  were  of  the  moft  moral 
and  inftrudlive  tendency,  came  under  this  head,  and  he  thought  it 
a  fcvcrc  hardftiip  that  they  (hould  be  fubjedied  to  the  control  of  a 
Magiftrate.  He  highly  approved  of  the  objedt  of  tlie  bill,  but  was 
of  opinion,  that  it  might  be  attained  without  having  rccourie  to 
fuch  expedients  as  thefeJ 

Mr.  SHERIDxVM,  larejrty  to  what  had  dropped  from  Sir  John 
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RoQs/  faid,  that  the  honourable  Baronet  had  been  egregtoufly  mis- 
informed as  to  die  purport  of  the  expreflion  which  he  had  employ- 
ed.    What  he  faid  was,  that  if  the  Committee  which  he  required 
for  the.purpofe  of  afceit^ning  certain  fads,  was  not  granted  by  the 
Members  of  that  Houfe,  when  they  next  met  their  conftitucnts, 
they  muft  inform  them  that  they  had  given  their  fupport  to  thd 
bili  before  the  Houfe,  without  having  taken  the  means  of  inform- 
ing themfelves  of  the  grounds  on  which  fo  extraordinary  a  meafure 
was  founded. 
The  Houfe  then  divided,  when  the  numbers  appeared, 
Kor  the  fecond  reading  of  the  bill,     -    -     213 
Againftit,  -  -  -       43 

N  Majority,  170 

The  Houfe  adjourned. 

JVedneJdajj  1 8/A  November, 

Mr.  WHITBREAD  rofe  and  faid,  that  at  this  very  intereffing 
period  he  found  himfelf  confiderably  affecfted  by  the  lituaticn  and 
diftrcffcs  of  a  very  important  and  refpc6bble  clafs  of  people  in  this 
country;  he  meant  thofc  perfons  employed  in  the  laborious  part  of 
the  various  branches  of  hufbandry :  he  faid  they  were  the  moft  va- 
luable part  of  the  community,  taken  in  feveral  points  of  view,  and. 
yet  in  many  parts  of  Great  Britain  none  fufFercd  fo  much  from  the, 
hardfhips  of  their  particular  occupations  in  diftreifing  times,  and 
particularly  finom  not  having  any  means  to  remedy  their  fufFerings. 
For  many  years  paft,  he  faid,  the  very  high  price  of  provifions  had 
been  fuch,  that  the  wages  paid  for  their  fervices  in  all  parts  of  the 
country,  but  in  fome  counties  he  allowed  more  than  others,  were 
utterly  difproportionate  tp  their  labour ;  under  the  grievoufly  high 
price  of  com  for  fome  m(5nths  paft,  no  clafs  of  people  had  fufFercd 
more,  or  fuflered  more  patiently,  the  hardfhips  of  their  condition. 
They  ha(J  not  aflumcd  or  taken  into  their  own  hands,  as  many 
others  had,  and  which  none  ought,  the  redrefs  of  their  circum- 
ftances;  and  on  tfiat  account  he  tfiought  them  the  more  entitled  to 
the  particular  regards  of  that  Houfe;  artifans  and  other  working 
people  contrive  at  times  of  public  fcarcity,  and  at  periods  when 
they  deem  it  ^t,  to  make  demands  of  advance  in  their  wages,  and 
compel  their  employers  to  make  fiich  advances  ;  fuch  proceedings 
were  totally  out  of  the  pow^  of  the  hufbandmen,  It  became  there- 
fore peculiarly  the  duty  of  Parliament  to  provide  for  their  relief. 
He  laid,  there  was  a  flatute  of  Elixabeth|  now  in  exiftence,  which 
pve  the  Juftices  the  power  to  regulate  annually  at  the  felGons  after 
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Eafter,  the  w'ages  of  labouring  men ;  but  it  had  become  obfoletc^ 
from  various  caufcs ;  particularly  as  it  empowered  them  to  fix  the 
price  of  labour  in  a  manner  entirely  in  favour  of  the  employer ; 
tvhile  the  labourer  was  not  provided  with  any  means  of  dating  his 
claims>  fo  that  the  law;  operated  entirely  in  favour  of  the  opulent, 
and  left  the  working  man  at  the  difcretion  of  the  Jufticcs,  who  had 
long  ccafed  to  take  the  fubjevSt  under  their  cognizance.  He  laid,  he 
threw  out  thcfe  obfervations,  whollv  with  a  view  to  call  the  atten- 
tion  of  the  Houfe  to  a  fubjcft  fo  interefting  at  the  prefent  time. 
He  did  not  now  mean  to  make  any  fpecific  motion  on  the  fubjcft, 
but  at  a  future  time,  he  would  fubmit  it  in  form  for  their  mature 
confidcration  and  dccifion. 

The  Houfc  refolved  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe 
on  the  Starch  bill,  which  produced  fome  convcrfation  between  Mr. 
Fox  and  Mr.  Ryder,  the  former  of  whom  wiihed  to  know  whether 
the  making  of  pafte,  an  article  which  occafioned  confiderablc  con- 
fumption  of  wheat,  was  included  in  the  bill,  and  whether  or  not, 
that  article  might  not  be  made  from  fubftances  not  connected  with 
the  food  of  man  ?  to  which  Mr*  Ryder  replied,  that  he  was  not 
fure  but  that  matter  might  have  occupied  the  attention  of  the  Select 
Committee :  at  any  rate  it  was  deferving  of  confideration. 

Several  claufcs  were  brought  up  by  Mr.  Rofe,  and  the  Houfc 
being  refumed,  the  progrefs  of  the  bill  was  reported  by  Mr.  Ho- 
bart. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  gave  notice  that  he  would  move  tl)c  Houfe 
to  refolve  itfelf  into  a  C^imittee  of  the  whole  Houfe  this  day  fort- 
night, to  confidcr  of  Ways  and  Means  for  raifing  the  fupply  of  the 
current  year. 

In  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe,  to  confider  the  high  price 
of  corn, 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  rofc  and  faid,  that  he  believed  it  would 
be  .uoneceiTary  to  go  at  large  into  the  fubje^l  of  the  motion  he  was 
about  to  make,  as  he  was  in  hopes  that  no  objedlion  exifted  to  the 
report  of  the  Selcdl  Committee  on  which  it  was  founded.  The 
plan  which  the  Committee  had  adopted,  as  beft  calculated  to  pror 
cure  a  fpeecly  fupply,  'was  to  qncourage  the  fpeculotions  of  private 
merchants  by  a  bount)'.  He  concluded  with  moving  the  following 
refolutions, 

That  a  bounty  of  twenty  (hillings  per  quarter,  and  a  proportional 
bounty  per  Jnarrcl,  fhould  be  given  on  any  number  of  qu2Uters  of 
wheat,  weighing  not  lefs  than  four  hundred  and  forty  pounds  Weight  • 
avoirdupois,  or  on  any  number  of  barrels  of  flour,  weighing  not 
lefs  than  one  hundred  and  ninety-fix  pounds  weight  avoirdupois. 
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whieh  fhali  be  Imported  into  Great  Britain  from  any  port  of  Europe 
South  of  Cape  Finiftcrrc,  or  from  any  port  in  the  Mediierrancan, 
or  in  Afnca,  before  the  31ft  day  of  Auguft  1796,  until  the  quan-^ 
tity  of  fuch  wheat  and  flour,  taken  together,  (hall  equal  300,000 
quarters.  • 

That  a  bounty  of  fifteen  (hillings  per  quarter,  and  a  proportional 
bounty  per  barrel,  (hould  be  given  on  any  number  of  quarters  of 
wheat,  vreig^ng  not  lefs  than  four  hundred  and  ibrty  pounds  'weight 
avoirdupois,  or  on  any  number  of  barrels  of  flour,  \reighing  not 
iefs  than  one  hundred  and  ninety-fix  pounds  weight  avoirdupois, 
which  (hall  be  imported  from  all  other  parts  of  Europe,  before  the 
3 1  ft  day  of  Augu(^  17961  until  the  quantity  of  fueh  wheat  and  flour, 
taken  together,  (hall  equal  500,000  quarters. 

That  a  bounty  of  fifteen  (hillings  per  quarter,  and  a  proportional 
bounty  per  barrel,  (hould  be  given  on  any  number  of  quarters  of 
irheat,  weighing  not  lefs  than  four  hundred  and  ibrty  pounds  weight 
avoirdupois,  or  on  any  number  of  barrels  of  flour,  weighing  not 
k(s  than  one  hundred  and  ninety-fix  pounds  weight  avoirdlipois^ 
which  (hall  be  imported  from  any  of  His  Majefty's  colonies  in  Ame* 
rica,  or  from  the  United  States,  before  the  31ft  day  of  Auguit 
1796,  until  the  quantity  of  fuch  wheat  and  flour,  taken  together, 
fliall  equal  500,000  quarters. 

That  a  bounty  of  ten  (hillings  per.  quarter,  and  a  proportional 
bounty  per  barrel  (hould  be  given  on  any  number  of  quarters  of 
wheat,  weighing  not  lefs  than  four  hundred  and  forty  pounds  weight 
avotrdupous,  or  on  any  number  of  barrels^of  flour,  weighing  not 
irfs  than  one  hundred  and  ninety-fi;c  pounds  weight  avoirdupois, 
which  (hall  be  imported  into  Great  Britain,  before  the  3 lit  day  of 
Auguft  1796,  and  on  which  none  of  the  before-mentioned  boun- 
ties (hall  have  been  paid.  « 

That  a  bounty  of  five  (hillings  per  quarter,  and  a  proportional 
bounty  per  barrel,  (hould  be  given  on  any  number  of  quarters  of 
Indian  com,  or  on  any  number  of  barrels  of  Indian  meal,  which 
ftill  be  imported  into  Great  Britain,  before  the  31ft  day  of  Au- 
guft 1796,  until  the  quantity  of  fuch  Indian  corn  and  meal,  taken 
tqgcrticr,  (hall  equal  500,000  quarters. 

That  a  bounty  of  three  (hillings  per  quarter,  and  a  proportional 
bounty  per  barrel,  (hould  be  given  on  any  number  of  quarters  of 
Indian  com,  or  on  any  number  of  barrels  of  Indian  meal,  which 
fcallbe  impoited  into  Great  Britain,  before  the  31ft  day  of  Au- 
guft 1796,'  and  on  which  the  before-mentioned  bounties  (hall  not 
have  been  paid. 

Mr.  HUSSE Y  fiiidi  lie  was  forry  he  liiA  given  an  opinion  on 
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the  bounty  before,  as  he  had  from  fome  confidcration  and  inquiry 
on  the  fubjcdl,  found  reafon  to  amend  it.  He  thought  the  quanti- 
ties propofed  to  be  i.iiported  too  great,  from  this  flrong  reafon,  that 
there  was  not  a  poffibility  of  obtaining  fo  much,  and  that  the  great 
quantity  might  lead  people  to  think  the  public  want  was  of  a  mag- 
nitude much  greater  than  it  really  was,  and  lead  them  confequcntly 
to  enhance  the  price.  He  difapproved  of  the  allowance  of  a  higher 
bounty  in  the  imports  from  the  Mediterranean  than  America  \  and 
he  thought  it  would  be  more  wife  to  make  it  higher,  and  to  linrut 
the  bounty  to  America  only  j  by  accounts  from  thence,  the  bufhel 
of  wheat  was  at  two  dollars,  or  about  nine  (hillings,  which,  with 
freight  and  infurance,  would  make  it  twelve  ;  then  making  allow- 
ances for  damage,  which  was  unavoidable,  and  the  merchant's  pro- 
fit, if  the  ftate  of  the  market  (hould  below  at  the  time  of  importa- 
tion, the  low  bounty  would  be  adequate  ;  when  the  bill  came  again 
into  the  Committee,  he  would  move  that  tlie  bounty  on  the  impor- 
tation from  America  be  altered  to  twenty  (hillings. 

Mr.  PITT  faid,  the  prefent  pre(rure  was  the  firft  object  to  be 
qonfidered  ;  and  he  preferred  the  opinion  of  the  Committee  to  that 
of  the  honourable  gentleman,  whofe  good  intentions  he  neverthelcfs 
approved,  Mr.  Pitt  faid  that  the  bounty  of  fifteen  (hillings,  was 
offered  upon  the  opinion  given  in  evidence  thnt  this  encouragement 
woul^  be  fufficient  to  prompt  the  fpecylation  of  merchants.  As  to 
the  quantity  that  would  be  obtained  by  the  meafurc;  the  Com- 
mittee had  not  been  fanguine  ;  but  he  thought  the  mode  propofed 
by  the  Seledl  Committee  the  heft  that  could  be  taken  in  the  cir- 
cumftanccs  of  the  cafe. 

General  SMITH  beftowed  very  highpraife  on  the  Sele<S  Com- 
inittee,  for  the  clofe  attention  which  they  paid,  to  the  important 
objcd  for  which  they  were  appointed.  He  then  entered  into  an 
examination  of  the  report,  and  obferved  on  the  declaration  of  the 
Minifter,  that  no  competition  of  Government  with  the  merchant 
would  take  place,  whereby  the  bounties  held  out  to  merchants 
would  be  fufficient  indjcements  to  them  to  embark  in  the  trade, 
and  procure  an  ample  fupply  :  but  he  had  not  yet  heard  of  any 
merchant  venturing  to  fay,  nor  had  it  been  faid,  he  believed,  by  any 
of  the  evidence  e3iamincd  by  the  Committee,  that  a  fupply  was 
certain,  even  with  fuch  inducements  as  had  been  mentioned. 
Merchants,  he  faid,  were  bound  by  no  maxims  of  policy— gain 
alone  was  their  obje£l.  If  there  (hould  be  a  competition,-  and  our 
market  was  not  as  high  as  another,  if  the  bounty  wa^  not  fufficient 
to  make  up  the  difference,  the  mcafure  would  be  abortive. 
Mr.  BURTON  f^d,  if  Government  were  to  enter  into  the 
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markef  cxprcfsljr,  the  efFe£l  •  would  be  a  general  ftagnatton  of  the 
trade  of  the  merchants. 

Mr.  LECHMERE  faid,  that  thofc  whom  he  eonfidered  as  tho 
fupport,  and  the  fmcws  of  the  country,  the  poor,  were  tn  great 
affliction ;  and  he  declared  himfelf  the  poor  man^s  friend ;  he  thought 
that  no  means  (hould  be  left  untried  to  relieve  them  ;  on  this  occa- 
fion,  while  a  bounty  was  debating  on  the  importation,  he  thought 
that  thcr^  (hould  be  fomc  attention  paid  to  exportation,  which  he 
unJcrftood,  from  good  authority,  was  carrying  on  in  a  mod  fhame- 
Icfs  manner:  Ihips,  he  faid,  were  fitted  out  in  our  ports,  and 
laden  with  grain,  profeflcdly  deftined  for  Guernfey,  &c.  but  notice 
was  duly  conveyed  to  the  French  in  that  neighbourhood,  who  meet 
them,  and  conveying  them  fafe  into  French  ports,  where  after  re- 
ceiving hard  money  for  their  freight,  the  vpffels  returned  for  firefli 
cargoes  of  the  fame  commodity  ! 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  interrupted  Mr.  Lechmerc,  and  faid, 
that  the  bufincfs  brought  forward  by  him  was  an  interruption,  and 
properly  belonged  to  the  Selcfil  Committee. 

Mr.  LECHMERE  faid-^  it  was  a  very  impA-tant  coniideration. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  laid,  the  ftndScft  orders  had  been  given 
by  the  Executive  Government  on  that  fubjc<^. 

Mr.  LAMBTON  gave  his  afient  to  the  plan  propofed  by  the 
Committee.  He  ftated  alfo  that  in  the  county  to  which  he  belong- 
ed (Durham)  much  agitation  prevailed  on  account  of  the  fcarcity 
and  high  priceof  grain.  With,  no  doubt,  a  very  honeft  and  bene- 
volent intention,  fubfcriptions  had  been  inftitutcci  for  the  purpofe 
of  purcfaaling  corn,  and  felling  it  at  reduced  prices.  He  and  his 
colleague  had  been  applied  to,  to  give  their  aid  to  thisdefign,  and 
tlic)'  doubted  how  far  it  was  proper  to  encourage  a  meafure  which 
deftroved  all  fair  fpeculations,  and  produced  the  fame  bad  effedl  on 
a  narrow  fcale  which  had  been  allowed  to  rcfult  from  the  interfer- 
ence of  Government  with  the  bufincfs  of  private  merchants.  As 
^hcwas,  however,  extremelyanxious  to  alleviate  the  diftrefs  which 
^  (o  fevcrely  felt  by  the  people  in  that  quarter,  he  wifhed  to 
^^w  whether  a  fupply  might  not  be  allowed  to  be  obtained  from 
iit  grain  which,  he  faw  from  the  Report,  Government  had  in 
hands. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  informed  Mr.  Lambton  that  the  Report 
l^'f  referred  to  a  quantity  on  hand  at  a  particular  time,  but  it 
^is  not  to  be  concluded  that  fuch  was  now  the  cafe. 

Mr.  HUSSEY  was  more  fully  convinced  that  the  meaCares 

^ich  he  propofed  would  be  found  more  efficacious  than  thofe  of  the 
unittee ;  he  laid,  tliat  in  reply  to  the   prefcnt  preifare  being 


^a  PARLIAMENTARY  [Commoks. 

the  great  6bje6l,  if  the  countiy  was  but  aflured  of  a  fupply  for  a 
year  certain,  the  effedt  would  operate  in\mediately  ;  for  if  the  fanner 
who  now  holds  back  his  com,  under  the  idea  of  a  better  market 
when  there  rmj  be  a  greater  fcarcity,  is  fattsfied  that  fuch  a  fouvttr 
will  not  exift,  the  quantity  thrown  diredlly  iito  the  market  would 
anfwer  all  the  right  honourable  gentleman's  wiflies,  and  the  public 
wants ;  he  was  on  that  account  for  the  higheft  bounty ;  and«  in  thb 
opinion,  many  merchants,  who  in  general  knew  thofe  things  better 
than  any  Committee  of  that  Houfq,  joined  with  him. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  was  forry  that  he  (bould  have  occafion 
to  difFer  on  any  fubjedt  from  the  honourable  gentleman,  but  parti- 
cularly where  their  obje<fl  was  the  fame ;  he  faid,  if  the  means  pro- 
pofed  by  the  Committee  were  not  fufficient  to  relieve  us,  the  dcfc>S 
was  in  the  principle,  as  he  conceived,  iince  the  diSerence  of  the 
bounties  was  rendered  neceflary  by  the  difference  of  circumflanccs 
of  the  trade  to  the  Mediterranean  and  America ;  by  the  fituation  of 
which  the  rate  of  bounty  had  been*  regulated. 

Sir  FRANCIS  BARING  faid,  the  difference  of  freight  from 
the  Mediterranean  would  certainly,  in  times  of  peace  be  Icfs  than 
from  America  ;  and,  in  times  of  war,  tlicre  would  be  a  material 
difference,  .if  fliips  had  or  had  not  convoy ;  he  faidf  damage  of 
com  was  unavoidable ;  and,  in  his  opinion^  the  bounty  fhould  be 
as  high  on  the  American  import. 

Mr.  FOX  agreed  with  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  onfcjr.c 
parts  of  this  fubje6l,  but  he  owned,  that  on  the  other  hand  the 
queftion  became  important,  as  to  the  probable  cffcEt  the  bounty 
would  have,  with  regard  to  importation  of  com  from  America  ;  he ' 
did  not  fee  why  the  bounty  (hould  be  higher  for  the  importatioai 
from  the  Mediterranean  than  from  America.     There  were  impor-' 
tant  points  conneded  with  this— Whctlier  the  fupply  ought  to  bm 
trufted  entirely  to  individual  merchants,  or  whether  any  thing  (houldl 
be  done  by  Government  in  that  refpeft  was  an  important  thii^J 
He  was  of  opinion,  it  was  proper  to  truft  to  merchants «  but  ho 
mgit  alfo  obferve,  that  it  would  have  been  better  if  Government 
had  left  this  fubjed  lad  year  as  it  was  propofed  to  be  done  now« 
He  did  not  (late  this  as  a  matter  of  reproach  to  Minifters  for  whaQ 
they  did,  he  would  dare  to  fay  they  did  what  appeared  to  them  t( 
be  the  t>c(t  for  the  Public  ;  however,  he  thought  there  was  a  rea* 
fonable  probability  that  this  bounty  would  produce  a  confiderablc 
degree  of  affidanpe  to  this  country  with  refpcd  to  com,  and,  there 
fore,  he  felt  difpofed  to  adopt  the  opinion  of  the  Committee,  and 
the  refolutions  propofed  by  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  whidi 
were  founded  upon  tiiat  opinion*     At  the  iame  time  he  muft  con* 
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kbf  that  when  he  adopted  that  opinion,  he  thought  he  did  it  ^wttb 
a  confiderabk  dqgree  o£  hazard*  He  wiflied  fome  mode  might  be 
I  thought  ofy  in  order  to  make  an  experiment  by  which  we  mjghc 
'  jadgt  of  die  probable  effcS  of  this  meafure.  He  ihould  be  verjr 
giad  to  be  informed,  whether  if  this  bounty  was  to  laft  for  a  fliort 
period  it  would  have  the  efied  propofed  to  a  coniiderable,  or  to  any 
extent.  The  exertions  of  individual  merchants  might  not  be  lb 
efiedhjal  now  as  they  might  have  been  on  former  occafions.  He 
vi(hed  to  know  whether  this  meafure  might  not  be  adopted  to  a 
more  limited  extent  \  and  if  that  (hould  be  found  defeftivc.  Go- 
vernment ought  to  take  up  the  fubjedt ;  tliat  if  one  meaiure  failod^ 
the  other  might  be  tried.  He  thought  it  woidd  have  been  very  for- 
tunate indeed  ibr  this  country  if  there  had  been  fuch  a  Committee 
as  this  laft  year.  He  would  fay  again  he  did  not  blame  Govern- 
ment for  the  part  they  took  upon  the  fubje^t.  The  queftion  had 
fome  delicacy  and  fome  danger  in  it,  and  therefore  if  the  Aep  the 
Minifters  took  lafl  year  happened  to  be  a  bad  one,  he  did  not  thiidc 
it  fair  to  blame  them  for  it ;  but  here  he  mufl  obferve,  that  i(p 
upon  all  occafions,  as  he  believed  the  cafe  to  be,  the  funAions  af 
the  Houfe  of  Commons  were  better  adapted  for  the  public  good  than 
thofe  of  the  board  of  trade,  he  wifbed  to  fee  them  oftetier  cxertoL 
He  meant  to  fay  nothing  difrefpetSlful  of  that  Board,  whkrh  was  ap- 
pointed by4Iis  Majef^y.  Nor  did  he  fay  any  thing  againft  thofe' 
whoGompofed  it.  But  he  could  not  help  wiQiii)g  that  the  fondions 
of  the  Houfc  of  Commons  were  oftener  exerted  upon  thefe  occafions. 
He  muft  obferve,  alfo,  that  if  that  had  been  the  cafe  laft  year,  the 
Public  might  have  derived  the  advantages  long  ago  which  we  nonr 
have  in  cxpedation ;  and  perhaps  more  than  we  can  hope  for  at 
pcefent ;  for  the  exertions  of  individual  merchants  would  have  been 
more  important  to  the  Public  then,  than  they  can  be  at  this  period  ; 
and  we  could  not  conceal  from  ourfelves  that  there  was  not  a  cer- 
tainty of  merchants  fpeculating  on  the  importation  of  com  to  a  ^- 
iicient  amount.  He  thou^t  there  (hould  be  a  converfation  in  ifae 
Houfe  upon  the  fubjed),  for  it  did  not  fesm  to  him  that  diefle 
was  a  well-founded  hope  that  the  fiipply  of  com  from  abroad  would 
amount' to  thirteen  ttunifand  quarters  within  Ac  rime  (pcdSed^ 
As  Co  what  part  of  this  fcarcity  was  owiog  to  the  war,  he  owned 
that  was  a  great  caufe,  although  there  were  alfo  other  caufes.  The 
war  tended  to  create  this  high  price  of  corn  by  enhancing  die  value 
of  every  article  of  life,  not  with  us  only,  but  alfo  over  almoft  every 
other  part  of  the  globe  with  which  we  had  any  trade  or  connedHon. 
If  this  was  true  upon  confined  ^.oints,  it*  was  true  alfo  on  the  brger 
icalc,   and  muft  affed,  generally,  the  price  of  all  commodidea. 
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Upon  all  that  had  been  (aid,    he  eonfeflfedy  he  had  not  yet  fcen  a 
reafon  why  the  bounty  (hould  be  Icfs  for  the  importation  of  com 
from  America,  tlian  from  the  Mediterranean ;  and  thc;rcforc  he 
thought  there  ought  to  be  an  explanation  of  the  American  bounty. 
Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid  he^did  not  ftate  an  opinion  of  his 
own  upon  this  bounty,  with  as  much  confidence  as  he  did  the  opi- 
nion of  the  Committee.     That  opinion  was,  that  15.S.  per  quarter 
for  importation  of  com  from  America  was  adequate,  and  that  no- 
thing lefs  than  ios.  was  adequate  from  the  Mediterriinean.      This 
was  not  the  opinion  of  the  Committee  merely,  but  it  was  the  opi- 
nion alfo  of  perfons  who  were  likely  to  a^S  under  it.     The  bringing 
of  corn  from  the  Mediterranean  was  attended  with  difficulties,  be- 
fides  die  length  of  the  voyage ;  many  arifing  from  local  circum- 
ftances,  which  would  continue  to  operate  while  we  were  at  war  with 
France.     Befides,  the  price  of  wheat  was  in  America  only  64  in- 
ftead  of  7  2S.  per  quarter  ;  and  it  was  on  thefe  grounds  that  he  pro- 
pofed  the  difierence  between  America  and  the  Mediterranean.   With 
rcfpedt  to  the  mode  propofcd  of  giving  the  bount}'  for  a  limited  time, 
ihorter  than  that  which  he  had  dated,  he  apprehended  it  would  be 
attended  with  inconvenience ;  for  as  no  man  would  know  what  his 
neighbour  would  bring,   nor  whether  the  time  would  not  elapfe  be- 
fore he  could  make  much  profit,  the  defirc  for  colle(51ing  the  corn 
would  be  leflcned.    As  to  tlie  queftion,  whether  it  was  vrik  to  make 
an  experiment,  and  referve  to  Government  the  pntcHce  of  inter- 
fering foon,  if  the  prefent  plan  did  not  anfwer  our  eicpeftations,  he 
thought  that  a  bad  policy.      For  if  any  thing  could  be  clear  upon 
this  fubjeift,  it  mu(t  be  this,  that  two  fyAems  could  not  fucceed  at 
once  ;  and  that  by  attempting  to  preferve  the  benefit  of  bothy  you 
might  be  unable  to  retain  the  benefit  of  either.   For  if  the  merchant 
had  the  poflible  profpe£l  of  a  competition  with  Government,  his 
motive  for  fpeculating  would  be  damped  ;  and  therefore  he  was  ready 
to  fey,  that  unlefs  Government  were  to  take  the  matter  altogether 
into  their  hands,  they  (hould  have  nothing  to  do  with  it.      He  did 
not  wifli  to  examine  now  whether  there  were  reafons  to  juftify  Go- 
vernment for  the  purchafes  they  made  laft  year ;  if  ever  there  (hould 
be  any  reafon  to  difcufs  that  point,  he  (hould  be  ready  to  (hew  they 
were  jufiified  in  what  they  did.     He  did  not  agree  with  the  right 
honourable  gentleman,  in  his  idea  of  taking  all  the  bufinefs  of  the 
Board  of -Trade  before  the  Houfe.     The  immenfe  bufinefs  of  that 
Board  required  great  attention,  which  could  not  always  be  given  by 
that  Houfe,  for  it  was  to  be  rccolleded  that  that  Board  tranfadied 
much  bufinefs  when  Parliament  could  not  fit.     As  to  the  quc(tion| 
how  far  the  war  produced  the  prefent  fcarcity  r  he  muft  obfcrve> 
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that  before  any  perfon  canoe  to  any  concluiion  upon  that  fubjeifVy  he 
ihoald  have  all  the  circumftances  of  the  cafe  before  him.  He  hoped 
that  the  Houfe  and  the  Public  would  have  an  opportunity  of  judging"; 
but  in  judging  properly  they  muft  know  what  was  the  quantity' of  corn, 
that  had  come  into  the  country  fince  die  commencement  of  the  war, 
and  which,  but  for  the  war,  would  not  have  come  in  at  all ;  what 
had  gone  out ;  what  were  the  numbers  abroad  on  our  part  to  whom 
corn  had  been  fcnt,  and  how  many  had  been  maintained  with  corn 
from  abroad  ;  what  the  produce  of  the  feafons  had  been,  and  many 
other  ciirumf^ances,  which  he  (hould  not  now  enumerate.  Thefa 
ftwuld  be  compared  together,  and  then  fomcthing  like  a  conclufiori* 
might  be  drawn  as  to  the  efFeft  which  the  war  had  on  the  fcarcity. 
This,  he  truftcd,  would  fome  day  be  fully  difcuffcd. 

Mr.  FOX  allowed,  that  what  had  fallen  from  the  right  honour- 
able gentleman  had  great  weight ;  he  had  never  entertained  a  thought 
that  the  Government  and  merchant  could  go  on  together  in  the  im- 
portation— the  objed  (hould  be  exclufivcly  that  of  one,  and  he  be- 
lieved the  mercandle  fpirit  of  the  country  was  adequate  to  very  great 
(^jcds ;  he  was  forry  to  learn,  however,  that  their  exertions  were 
nlfo  very  neceffary,  for  the  quantity  of  corn  of  the  laft  crop  appeared 
frpm  the  inquiries  of  the  Committee  to  be  much  lefs  than  he  before 
thought. 

Mr.  HUSSEY  faid,  he  thought  ftill  the  preflure  would  be  moft 
fcycrcly  felt  at  the  end  of  the  year,  and  that  the  fureft  and  beft  re- 
liance was  on  the  countries  round  the  Baltic  and  on  America,  to 
wliiclx  the  boimties  (hould  be  extended  on  the  larger  fcale. 

Sir  F.  BARING  faid  the  American  (nerchants  in  this  country 
perhaps  were  moft  able,  bccaufe  they  were  moft  aftive  and  numerous 
of  any  other  to  embark  in  this  trade  ;  he  liad  fome  converfation  witfi 
many  of  them,  who  thought  the  bounty  of  15s.  not  adequate. 

The  rcfolutions  were  all  put  and  carried,  and,  the  Houfe  being 
refumcd,  the  Report  was  ordered  to  be  received  to-morrow. 

Thurfdny,  I  gth  November. 

The  (heriffs  of  London  prefented  a  petition  from  the  Lord 
Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Common  Council  of  the  City  of  London, 
rcqneiKng  Parliament  to  adopt  fome  mcafures,  for  a  limited  time, 
to  prevent  the  meeting  of  fcditious  focieties,  &c.  to  which  they  at- 
tributed the  late  attack  upon  the  King,  which  was  ordered  to  lie 
upon  the  table. 

The  order  of  the  day  for  the  fecond  reading  of  the  bill  for  the 
better  fecuring  His  Majeft/s  perfon,  &c.  beii\g*read,  and  the  quef- 
tion  being  put  "  That  this  bill  be  now  read  a  fecond  time^" 
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Mr.  FOX  faid  he  did  not  mean  to  argue  on  the  principle  of  the 
prdent  bill  at  this  time.  He  rofe  for  the  purpofe  of  faying,  that 
he  (hould  enter  into  that  fubjedV  when  the  queilion  fhould  be  put, 
"  That  the  Speaker  do  leave  the  Chair,"  which,  he  undcrftood, 
was  likely  to  take  phce  on  Monday  next.  He  took  this  courfe,  he 
feid,  on  account  of  the  unavoidable  abfence  of  many  honourable 
friends  of  his,  and  partiailarly  of  a  very  learned  and  very  able  one 
(Mr.  EHkine).  This,  he  begged  to  be  underftood — that  his  now 
abdaining  from  debate  was  not  to  be  conftrued  into  any  approbarion 
of  the  principle  of  the  bill,  or  into  a  dereli  Aion  of  any  one  fentimcnt 
which  he  had  uttered  on  former  occafions :  on  the  contrary,  he  re- 
tained all  the  objections  which  he  had  formerly  urged,  and  he  ihould 
deliver  his  fentiments  on  that  fubjeft  on  Monday. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  SMITH  faid,  he  was  unavoidablv  abfcnt  on 
the  difcuffion  of  mcafures  nearly  conncftcd  with  the  bill  now  before 
the  Houfe.  Not  having  an  opportimity  before  to  deliver  his  opinion, 
he  thought  it  proper  now  to  fay  that  he  felt  himfelf  compelled  by 
every  fentimcnt  of  duty  to  oppofe  this  bill.  He  oppofed  it  on  this 
ground — that  it  was  one  of  thofe  meafures  that  would  be  incfle^ual 
with  regard  to  the  objefts  that  they  profeffed  to  attain — that  it  is 
one  of  thofe  meafures  which  have  no  tendency  to  maintain  diat 
tranquillity  in  the  country  which  they  profcfs  to  fupport.  With 
lefpcfl  to  fentiments  of  attachment  to  the  perfon  of  His  Majcfty,  it 
was  the  cuflom  with  many  to  make  declarations  upon  that  fubje<Et. 
If  he  felt  it  neceflary  to  make  profeflions  of  that  kind  he  (hould  fol- 
low their  example ;  but  it  was  a  conftitutional  praflice  of  that  Houfe, 
arKi  therefore  nothing  to  the  contrary  (hould  be  imputed  to  any  gen- 
tleman who  was  a  Member  of  it,  to  re(i(l  any  attempts  that  mi^t 
fee  made  againft  His  Majefty's  perfon,  crown,  or  dignity.  Too 
many  profe(rions  of  that  kind  tended  only  to  debar  men  from  pur- 
fuing  the  true  intereils  of  either ;  and  he  confe(red  he  thought  that 
meafures  of  coercion  and  of  force  againft  the  expreflion  of  opinion, 
beyond  what  the  law  now  cnadted,  were  inexpedient  and  unncccf- 
fary,  efpecially  at  this  time.  He  thought  that  the  law,  as  it  flood 
at  prefent,  fully  fofficient  for  all  the  purpofes  for  which  thcfc  bills 
were  intended  ;  and  that,  if  tliey  (hould  be  attempted  to  be  enforced, 
•  they  would  defeat  the  end  which  their  promoters  profcfTcd  to  have 
;  in  view ;  he  (hould  not  go  fardicr  into  the  fubjeft  to-rtight ;  but 
he  could  not  fufFer  this  bill  to  pafs  in  any  ftage  of  it  without  calling, 
as  it  appeared  to  him  to  be  his  duty,  for  the  fenfe  of  the  Houfe. 

The  Houfe  divided. 

For  the  qucftion>  64;  Agaiitfrit,   22. 
Mr.  HONEYWOOD  prefented  a  petition  from  the  Mayor, 
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Recorder,  Freemen,  and  Inhabitants  of  Rochcfterrfigned  by  1540 
pcHbnS)  againft  the  bill  faid  to  be  for  the  better  fecurity  of  His 
Majefty's  perfon  and  GovernnKnt,  and  that  for  preventing  feditious 
meetings.     It  ftated,  that,  by   the  former,    new  tteafons  weif 
created  unknown  to  the  laws  of  the  country  ;  that  the  exi(li,ng 
lawsof  treafon  had  been  fufficient  to  fecurethe  perfon  of  the  Sove- 
rdgnand.the  fafety  of  the  Conditution  in  times  of  the  mod  immi- 
nent peril  and  difiatisfadion  \  that  a  vague  and  ambiguous  defini*^ 
tionof  fedition  had  been  made,  which  might  eventually  endanger 
the  juft  rights  of  the  people  ;  that  the  fecond  bill  took  away  tfic 
right  of  petitioning,  and  bedowed  upon  magiftrates  a  general  and 
diicrctionary  power,  which  was  inconfiftent  with  the  liberty  of  the 
fubjc6t.     Mr.  Honeywood  faid,  that  it  might  perhaps  appear  ex- 
traordinary to  the  Houfe  tha^t  he  fhduld  have  beeii  the  perfon  who 
brought  up  this  petition.     He  had,  however,  been  particularly 
pitched  upon  by  the  petitioners  for  that  purpofe,  from  that  coinci- 
dence of  fentiment  which  he  had  with  them  upon  the  fubjeft  of 
it.     He  would  beg  leave  to  fay  a  few  words  upon  the  chaiader  and 
principles  of  the  men  by  whom  the  petition  was  fubfcribed.     It 
bad  been  obtained  by  no  artifices  or  manoeuvres,  but  was  a  meafure 
adopted  in  the   mod  folemn  and  independent  manner.     It  was 
couched  in  terms  of  becoming  refpedl,  and  ftated  the  nature  of  the 
bills  againft  which  it  wa^  prefented  in  a  way  fo  clear,  intelligent^ 
and  fatisfadory,  that  he  would  not  have  occafion  to  eniploy  a 
difierent  language  in  what  he  had  to  obferve.     The  petitioners,  he 
faid,  were  well  afFeded  to  the  monarchial,  as  well  as  to  the  demo- 
cuticai  part  of  the  Conftitution.     Indeed,  they  had  a  kind  of  bias 
to  the  former,  and  from  their  local  fltuation  had  an  opportunity  in 
a  biT  and  proper  way  of  iharing  in  the  good  things  which  were  de- 
rived from  it.     Notwithftanding,  however,  thi^  bias  and  this  in- 
tercft,  and  reftrained  by  no  felfifh  motives  from  difplaying  theif 
fentimcnts,  they  had  boldly  flood  forward  to  tedify  their  difappro- 
bationof  meafures  which  aimed  at  the  fafety  of  the  Conftitution* 
He  had  fat  in  the  Houfe  twenty  years,  and  he  had  ever  been  guid- 
ed in  his  condud  and  opinions  by  a  fenfc  of  public  duty.     On  that 
principle  he  confidered  thefc  bills  a$  a  flagrant  outrage  upon  the 
rights  of  the  people,  and  repugnant  to  every  idea  of  jufticc.     Was 
it  oonfiftent  with  juftice  to  infringe  the  liberties  of  the  whole  people 
of  England  on  account  of  the  miadncfs  and  defperatc  condudl  of  a 
few  individuals  ?     The  fyftcm  of  fcverity  was  little  .calculated  to 
remedy  the  evil  complained  of :  it  would  not  do  to  go  on  thus 
cocrcii^and  coercing,  and  ftrainingthe  penal  code  of  this  country 
b':  the  addition  of  new  criminal  laws  and  n'gorouj  puniflirocms    It 
'Vol.  XLIII.  Mm' 
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was  by  redreffing  grievances  and  removing  the  caufcs  of  (fifixxitenr 
diat  th^  would  be  brouglH  to  lean  kindly  to  the  Govemoicnt.  Hie 
time  would  .  not  bear  fuch  meafures  ;  they  would  inflame,  inftead 
cf  repreflling  the  fpirit  of  di(fatisfa£lion.  The  men  by  whom  this 
petitioh  was  prefcnted  were  not  hoftile  to  the  prefent  M inifters ; 
they  had  once  been  their  rooft  partial  friends.  In  the  bqginiiing  of 
the  right  honourable  gentleman's  adminiftrationi  they  had  given  him 
their  decided  fupport,  and  difcovered  an  attachment  to  his  meafures 
which  he  even  confidcred  as  approaching  to  prejudice.  He  had 
tiien  ftood  candidate  for  the  County  of  Kent,  along  with  a  noble 
Lord  (Romncy)  now  in  another  place,  and  thefe  men  rcx}uired  a 
pledge  from  them,  not  only  that  they  would  fupport  the  Confti- 
tution,  but  in  a  particular  manner  the  meafures  of  the  right  honour- 
able gentleman.  This  pledge  he  had  confcientioufly  refuicd.  At 
that  time  thefe  men  confidcred  the  Miniftcr  as  the  friend  of  Ae 
people,  a  reformer  of  abufes,  and  an  enemy  to  corruption.  Could 
it  now  be  matter  of  wonder  that  they  had  withdrawn  fiom  him 
that  confidence,  when  they  faw  the  fyftem  of  meafures  which  he 
purfoed,  and  viewed  thofe  bills  by  which  the  liberties  of  the  peo- 
ple were  to  be  annihilated  ?^Was  it  furpriling  that  their  opinian 
fliouhi  be  changed,  when  they  faw  the  right  honourable  gentleman* 
who  had  declaimed  with  fuch  eloquence  upon  tbe  abuies  of  the 
Government,  perfift  in  maintaiiiing  them ;  when  they  fiiw 
abandon  every  former  profbiTion,  and  relinquifh  that  conduft 
had  gained  their  attachment  and  fupport  ?  The  prefent  laws  wcft, 
he  faid,  pcrfe6tly  fufllicient  for  fecurlng  the  (afety  of  the  Kiqg  and 
the  Con(litution.  He  wifhed  that  the  Government,  inflead  of 
cna£Hng  fevcre  laws  which  outraged  the  principles  of  the  Confii- 
tutbn  and  the  feelings  of  the  people,  would  redrefs  their  grievances 
and  conciliate  their  afFedtions.  He  concluded  with  faying,  that 
from  the  charader  of  the  men  who  ligned  it,  the  petition  had  great 
weight ;  and  he  hoped  it  would  be  confidcred  by  the  Houie  with 
Aat  attention  which  might  induce  them  to  reje<^  the  pernicious 
meafures  agiinft  which  it  remonflrated. 

The  petition  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

General  MACLOED  faid,  that  he  had  formerly  announced  his 
intention  of  moving  for  the  returns  of  all  the  military  force  of  this 
country,  previous^to  the  bringing  forward  of  the  army  eftimates :  in 
pitffuance  of  this  intention  he  now,  rofe.  It  was  his  duty,  and  it 
Was  fte  duty  of  the  Houfe,  before  they  voted  away  the  money  of 
their  cohftituents,  to  inquire  for  what  purpofethe  money  was  iffued, 
affd  how  it  was  applied,  the  number  of  men  that  were  paid,  and 
^e  allowance  which  was  granted  to  each.     This  was  a  duty  fo 
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e^vioilty  and  the  propnetj  of  which  would  fo  readily  occur  to  eveiy 
man,  that  it  was  needlds  to  enlafge  upon  it.  They  had,  how- 
CTcr,  odier  duties  to  perform,  not  the  leaft  important  qf  which  was> 
to  watch  the  conduct  of  Minifters  refpeding  the  war,  to  fee  that 
their  means  were  equal  to  their  plans,  and  that  they  were  not 
bufied  io  forming  idle  fchemes  which  it  was  beyond  their  power  to 
execute.  Another  reafon,  therefore,  which  fuggeded  the  propriet/ 
of  moving  for  the  returns  which  he  would  afterwards  particularisu^ 
was,  that  the  country  might  fee  how  the  army  had  been  levied^ 
how  gallant  and  exprienced  officers  had  been  ufed,  and  the  truft 
which  had  been  committed  to  officers  who  were  neither  qualified 
from  their  age  nor  military  (kill  to  difcharge  it  with  advantage  to 
the  country.  On  a  future  day,  he  would  take  occaflon  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  Houfe  more  particularly  to  thefe  fubjectSi.  At  pre« 
fent  he  would  fimply  move,  *^  That  a  return  be  made  of  the  land 
fbicesy  including  infantiy,  artillery,  cavalry,  independent  compa* 
nies,  and  fencible  corps,  as  they  were  effedive,  and  paid  up  Io  , 
the  I  il  of  November,  1794*  Alfo,  that  returns  be  made  of  the 
corps  of  volunteers  and  yeomanry,  with  their  numbers,  conditions 
of  feivice,  and  the  allowance  given  to  each,  up  to  the  ift  of  Sep* 
tcmber,  .1794." 

The  SECRETARY  AT  WAR  found  fome  explanation  to  be 
ncceflSirf,  refpcding  the  the  returns  for  which  the  honourable  Ge- 
neral had  moved.  To  the  firft  part  of  his  motion  he  had  no  ob-« 
jedion.  He  was  at  all  times  ready  and  happy  to  give  any  infor- 
mation which  it  would  be  prudent  to  communicate  to  the  Houfe, 
refpedii^  the  actual  (hte  of  the  publk  fervice.  He  had  ui]ged  it, 
however,  lafl  year,  when  fimilar  returns  were  moved  for ;  and  he 
wodd  uigp  it  again,  that  it  Would  be  very  improper  to  publifh  the 
prccife  (late  of  the  public  force  up  to  the  prefcnt  time,  bccaufe  ^d* 
vantage  m%ht  be  taken  of  fuch  information,  in  quarters  fn)m  wlndx 
the  country  might  coniiderably  fuffer.  As  he  underftood,  how- 
ever, the  chief  obje6l  of  the  honourable  Generars  motion  to  be, 
to  afcertain  the  effedls  of  a  certain  change  tliat  had  lately  taken 
place  in  the  military  arrangements  of  the  kingdgm,  that  objcdt 
might  be  equally  well  attained  by  returns  brought  down  to  an  earlier 
date.  And  if  he  chofc  to  model  his  motion  in  that  way,  he  had 
no  kind  of  objeAion  to  its  being  agreed  to  by  the  Houfe.  He  had 
only  one  word  to  fay  refpe<3ing  the  yeomanry,  that  as  they  received 
no  pay,  there  were  no  returns  of  thefc  corps,  (o  that  they  could 
not  be  produced. 

General  MACLEOD  replied,  that  the  Secretary  at  War  was 
peifcdly  right  in  his  opinion  refpcdting  the  chief  objed  of  hi^ 
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motion.     The  circutndances  of  a  change  by  which  the  number  of 
marching  regiments  v^'ere  fo  much  diminifhed  as  they  had  lately 
been,  were  highly  worthy  of  inquiry.     On  this  fubje<ft,  however, 
he  would  not  enter  at  prefent;  and,  in  compliance  with  the  wifli 
of  the  honourable  Secretary,  he  had  no  objefiion   to  fubftitutc 
the  word  Auguft  for  September  in  the  laft  part  of  his  motion.     He 
was  not  furprifed  at  the  difficulties  which  would  attend  the  making 
-d\e  returns,  for  he  could  not  fee  how  there  could  ever  be  any  ge- 
neral mufter  of  a  military  body,  compofed  of  thirteen  or  fourteen 
different  kinds  of  troops.     It  would  be  impoflible  for  the  nujft 
expert  adjutant  in  the  world  to  regulate  their  mufter,  (hould  it  be 
ncceffary  to  call  them  all  out  into  the  field.     But  with  rcfpefl  to 
the  yeomanry,  if  they  were  not  paid,  they  were  at  leaft  fiimiihcd 
with  arms  by  Government,  fo  that  returns  might  be  had  at  the 
Ordnance  office. 

General  TARLETON  faid,  he  was  happy  to  find  that  Mintf- 
ters  did  not  intend  to  oppofe  the  mption.  He  conceived  it  eafy 
to  afcertain  the  number  of  the  yeomanry,  if  they  were  armed  by 
the  public. 

General  SMITH  made  a  few  obfervations  on  what  had  fallen 
•  from  the  Secretary  at  War.  Laft  year  there  might  have  been  fomc 
fundamental  reafons  for  concealing  the  real  ftate  of  the  public  force ; 
but  oonfidering  the  immenfe  force  now  on  foot  in  the  kingdom,  he 
confidcred  it  politic  to  make  it  known,  as  it  would  certainly  tend 
to  increafe  our  importance  in  the  view  of  the  enemy.  He  was 
furprifed  to  hear  that  Government  had  not  received  any  regular  re- 
turns of  the  yeomanry  corps.  It  was  certainly  very  improper  that 
any  military  force  (hould  exift  in  the  kingdom,  of  which  His  Ma- 
jefty's  Minifters  had  no  pofitive  information ;  and  if  there  was  no 
office  at  which  fuch  returns  could  be  got,  he  hoped  that  there  would 
be  an  office  eftablifhed  for  that  purpofe.  It  was  impoflfible,  be 
was  convinced,  to  get  fuch  returns  at  the  Ordnance  oflke,  ^  many 
of  thefe  corps  were  fupplied  with  arms  by  fubfcriptions  in  the  coun- 
ties in  which  they  were  raifed. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  ftated,  that  no  corp^  of  yeomanry  had 
been  raifed  without  the  knowledge  of  Government,  but  that  they 
did  not  receive  fuch  periodical  and  habitual  returns  of  this  corps, 
as  they  had  of  the  regular  force.  He  was  happy  to  have  an  op- 
portunity of  giving  thefe  returns  to  the  public,  that  the  country 
might  fee  how  much  it  owed  to  this  numerous  and  refpedhible  body, 
for  the  protedlion  of  the  national  tranquillity,  and  the  prefervatiun 
f>f  the  internal  fafety  of  the  kii^dom  ^  advanta^s  which  be  wai 
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htn  would  induce  a  convidion,  that  thefe  corps  ought  to  receive 
every  kind  of  encouragement  and  fupport. 
The  modon  was  then  put  and  caitied. 

General  MACLEOD  expteflfed  his  gratitude  to  the  Houfei  for  the 
honour  they  had  done  him  in  acqutefcing  in  his  motion.  He  felt 
the  greater  fatisfadlion,  as  it  was  the  fir(l  time  that  any  accounts  ^f 
impurunce  had  been  moved  for  which  His  Majefty*s  Minifters  did 
nor  obftinately  refufe.  Encouraged  by  the  fuccefs  of  this  modon^ 
he  would  make  another  alfo,  to  which  he  hoped  no  objeiSlion  would 
be  made.  The  General  then  moved*  '^  That  a  return  be  made  of 
the  General  and  Staff  Officers,  Briti(h or  foreign,  employed  in  His 
Majefty's  fervice  under  Lord  Moira,  with  their  number,  pay,  and 
allowance  ;*'  and,  alfo,  *^  that  a  return  be  made  of  the  General  and 
Staff  Officers,  whether  Britifh  or  foreign,  employed  in  His  Ma- 
jcfly's  fervice  under  the  Count  d'Artois,  the  Prince  of  Conde^  br 
any  other  French  Commander,  with  their  number,  pay,  and  al- 
towance,"  both  of  which  motions  were  agreed  to  by  the  Houfe. 
«   The  Houfe  having  refdved  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  Supplyt 

The  SECRETARY  AT  WAR  rofe  tp  ftate  the  eftimates  for 
die  army.  There  was  fo  litde  variation  in  the  general  detail  of  thefe- 
cilimates,  from  what  the  Houfe  had  been  familiarized  to  in  fbrmeif 
years,  that  on  the  prefent  occafion  it  would  only  be  neeeifary  for  him 
to  fbte  the  general  amount,  and  the  few  changes  that  had  taken 
place  in  the  mode  of  carrying  on  the  war.     The  whole  land  force 
of  diis  country  was  comprehended  under  two  articles,  that  of  guards 
and  garrifons,  and  that  of  the  colonics  and  plantations.     Under  the 
former  was  comprehended  fomcthing  more,  and  fometimes  a  little 
lefs,  than  its  title  feemed  to  indicate.     It  included  the  army  on  the 
Continent,  when  there  was  any,  and  all  the  troops  in  Scotlanc^y 
England,  and  Ireland,  and  thofe  who  ferved  on  (hipboard,  arid  was 
fynonimous  with  our  home  army.     The  colonies  and  plailtaticns 
contain  all  the  troops  not  included  under  the  former  title,  the  troops 
in  Gibraltar,  Corfica,  &c.     He  would  now  (bite  the  numbers  un- 
der each,  and  the  increafe  or  decreafc  which  had  taken  place  fince 
iaft  year.    The  amount  of  guards  and  garrifons  was  decreafed,  from 
the  withdrawing  the  army  from  the  Continent,  1049,219.     In 
the  colonies  there  was  an  increafe  from  35,000  to  77,868,  owing 
to  the  augmentation  of  the  ^rmy  in  the  Wed  Indies.     Upon  the 
whole  there  was  a  reduction  to  the  extent  of  28,000  upon  the  eflab- 
Gfliment  of  regular  troops.     The  militia^  fencibles,  cavalry,  and 
troops  of  every  defcription,  with  the  regular  forces,  amounted  to 
207,000.    The  Weft-India  ftafFwas  increafcd,  but  he  defircd  the 
Committee  to  recoUcdl  that  the  medical  ftaff  was  comprehended  un- 
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der  it.  The  general  lefult  of  die  whole  was,  that  die  army^  which 
was  found  to  be  equal  to  every  purpofe  of  defence,  had  been  redoced 
by  25,060,  and  formed  a  faving  to  the  Public  of  8oo,oooL  He 
^toncluded  that  if  any  other  inforniation  was  required,  he  woidd  be 
ready  to  communicate  it  to  the  Committee,  and  then  moved  his  fidV 
lefolurion,  that  207,000  men  be  employed  for  the  fervice  of  the 
current  year. 

General  TARLETON  rofe  to  make  a  few  obfervaticMfis  on  the 
ftatement  prefented  by  the  right  honourable  Secretary  at  War.    He 
conitfled  that  to  him  feveral  of  the  ardcles  appeared  objet^ionablc ; 
in  others  there  was  a  confiderable  variation  from  the  (btement  given 
in  for  the  paft  year  ;«•  and^  upon  the  whole,  the  fum  total  of  the  efti- 
inates  was  mdch  larger  than  mi^t  have  been  expeded  in  the  pre* 
fent  circum(lances  of  the  war.  He  particularly  objedVed  to  the  whole 
Aatement  of  the  fendble  cavalry,  and  the  expences  of  that  corps, 
cftimated  at  2801O00L     For  his  part,  he  could  not  perceive  ^ 
utility  of  fo  lafgc  a  body  of  cavalry  within  the  kingdom,  in  addition 
to  the  regular  troops,  and  the  yeoman  cavalry.     He  had  nothing  to 
fay  as  to  the  expence  of  the  militia,  which  was  much  the  fame  this 
year  as  the  laft,  for  that  force  was  the  natural  and  befl  defence  of 
the  country.     He  remarked  the  increafed  number  and  expence  of 
General  and  Staff  Officers.     He  alfo  animadverted  on  the  charge 
for  American  reduced  officers,  which  was  as  high  this  year  as  the 
laft,  though,  to  his  knowledge,  this  body  of  men  was  conflderably 
reduced.     He  wifhed  for  farther  explanation,  and  a  more  ample 
detail  of  thefe  particulars,  without  which  he  could  not  be  fatisfied 
in  voting  away  fuch  large  fums  of  his  conftituents.     He  proceeded 
to  animadvert  on  the  progreflive  increafe  of  the  land  forces,  and 
flated,  that  from  the  year  1 792  to  the  end  of  1 794,  there  was  the 
amazing  ihbreafe  of  expence  from  one  to  eleven  millions.     When 
he  confidered  this,  and  reileded  on  die  tranfadtons  of  the  two  paft 
years,  he  could  not  help  inquiring  what  had  been  done  proportionate 
to  fuch  a  laige  additional  expence  to  the  country  ?  He  proceeded  to 
the  article  of  army  extraordinaries.  He  remembered  when  8  o  o,oool. 
was  confidered  as  an  immenfe  fum  for  diis  head  of  fervicci  but  be- 
fore the  end  of  the  next  year,  it  had  fwelled  to  the  prodigious  fum 
of  3,084,0001.     Should  the  country  go  on  with  this  plan  of  in- 
creafed expenditure,  he  prcdiifled  that  ruin  would  be  the  confequence. 
With  regard  to  the  condudt  anc^  operations  of  the  war  in  the  Weft 
Indies  and  other  places,  he  (hould  rcierve  his  fentimcnts  till  a  far- 
ther opportunity;    as  the  Houfe  at  prefent  was  not  fuffidcntiy 
crowded,  nor  had  it  fufficient  abilities  to  judge  of  the  brilliant  at- 
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duareaients  which  MinifteTs  had  accomplifhed  by  tfiefe  immenfe 
aromiients.  ^  / 

The  SECRETARY  AT  WAR  rofc  to  anfwcr  fomc  of  the  <*- 
/crvations  of  die  honourable  General.  It  might  happen  in  fome 
inftances,  that  the  chaige  continued  the  faine>  althovf^a  redudion 
m^t  have  taken  place.  This  would  happen  where  the  lateQ  re- 
turns were  not  given,  fo  as  to  juftify  a  diminution  of  the  charge  in 
die  eftimate;  but  thou^  this  was  the  pradice  to  ftate  a  fum  fuffi* 
dendy  laige,  when  the  precife  redu£tioni  at  the  dme  of  making 
up  thcfe  eftimatesy  could  not  be  afcertained,  yet,  in  hSt,  there  was 
no  inconvenicncey  nor  lofs,  fuftained  by  the  public,  on  thb  ac- 
count :  for  if  the  fum  (hould  be  taken  too  large,  and  not  all  aAu- 
ally  ufed  for  the  fervice  dated,  the  remainder  was  placed  to  ac- 
count, and  came  back  to  thcpublic. 

Gcnend  SMITH  wiihed  to  call  the  attention  6f  the.Cornmittee 
to  the  circumffamce  of  die  Irifli  brigade.  He  thought  it  right  that 
the  Committee  fliould  be  informed  of  the  expcnce  attendirig  diit 
brigade  from  the  con^mencement  of  its  fomftttion,  arKl  likewiie  the 
effixSive  number  of  men  in  that  corps«  It  .was  higMy  neceflary 
when  voting  a  large  fum  of  money,  that  the  Committee  fhould 
know  in  what  manner  it  was  applied.  He  obferved  the  iiims  ftated 
on  account  of  the  army  employed  in  the  Eaft  Indies,  wfaidi  die  Se- 
cretary at  War  had  indmated,  was  made  a  chaige  upon  die  Eaft- 
India  Company,  and  afterwards  repaid  by  them ;  but  he  obferved^ 
diat  the  Eaft-Ihdia  Company  was  not  obliged  to  pay  for  a  laig^ 
number  than  they  themfelves  required,  and  that  the  charges  for 
that  army  were  much  more  confiderable  this  year  than  the  lafi* 
Anodier  additional  expence,  he  remarked,  inthe  eitimates  for  this 
year  above  the  laft,  was  in  the  article  of  granting  to  the  foldiery  cer-* 
tain  prqxnrtions  of  bread  and  meat.  The  Secretary  at'War  ought 
to  have  ftated  that  as  an  increafe  to  the  expeiices  of  the  foldier's  pay. 
He  alio  remarked  another  iiKreafed  expence  chaigod  to  the  in- 
valkis. 

The  SECRETARY  AT  WAR  apprehended  dut  it  was  not 
neceflary  to  ftate  thefe  items  in  the  manner  mentioned  by  the  ho- 
nourable General,  becaufe  thofe  expences  had  fo  latdy  come  under 
the  immediate  cognizance  of  Parliament.  With  regard  to  the  Irifli> 
brigadci  he  obferved  that  it  was  included  in  the  ardcle  of  the  ((ifFor- 
ence  of  pay  to  Irifti  raiments  on  the  Bridfli  eftabliftiment.  From 
the  year  1772,  Ireland  has  lent  five  re^ments  to  this  country,  for 
vhich  this  country  is  debtor ;  but  as  Ireland,  on  the  other  hand, 
receives  troops  from  this  country  tn>  lieu  of  thofe  fent  from  thence, 
thde  troops  may  be  the  Iri(h  brigade,  or  any  other  troops ;  but  as. 
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in  fn&f  they  are  die  Iri(h  brigade,  on  this  account  he  did  not  men- 
tion them  as  a  diftinA  charge ;  and  he  added,  that  iirtiatever  parti* 
cular  objections  the  honourable  General  might  entertain  to  the  for- 
mation of  thefe  troops,  he  could  not,  on  this  account,  impeach  the 
accuracy  of  the  eftimate  which  he  had  read. 

General  SMITH  admitted,  that  in  the  manner  in  which  the 
Iri(h  brigade  had  been  included  in  the  edimate,  no  expence  was  in- 
curred ;  but  Hill  it  was  neceflfary  to  inquire  into  the  levy  and  ftrength 
of  thefe  brigades. 

Colonel  ROLLE  complained  that  the  innkeepers  in  market-towds 
and  on  market  days  had  refufed  to  fupply  the  foldiers  with  their  al- 
lowance of  meat,  by  allcdging  diat  they  had  die  opportunity  of  fup- 
plying  thcmfclvcs  at  the  market. 

General  MACLEOD  complained  that  Adminiftration  h^d  (hewn 
the  moft  (hamcfiil  neglet^  to  the  health  of  the  army,  and  that  a  great 
number  of  men  had  adlually  periihed  abroad,  from  want  of  bark 
and  other  medicines  ;  that  with  the  trocqis  fent  to  the  Weft  Indies, 
they  had  fent  out  medicinal  ftores  in  one  (ingle  {hip,  and  that  that 
fhip  had  been  unaccountably  captured  at  the  very  time  when  we  had 
a  fuperior  fleet  of  the  line,  befides  fourteen  or  (ixteen  floops  of  war 
on  the  Weft- India  ftation :  that  rufBan,  ViAor  Hugues,  had  way- 
laid and  taken  this  and  other  valuable  tranfports,  with  only  three 
fmall  prfvatecrs,  which  had  occafioned  the  abfolute  death  of  thofe 
brave  men,  to  whofe  intrepidity  we  were  indebted  for  the  pofteflions 
we  ftili  retain  in  the  Wc(l- India  iflands.  He  complained  that  there 
was  a  deficiency  of  naval  fui^geons ;  and  he  particularly  wiftied  to 
know  whether  afufficient  number  of  fuxgcons  had  been  fent  out  with 
the  fleet  fo  lately  failed,  not  only  for  the  troops  embarked  in  that 
expedition^  but  for  thofe  already  in  the  Weft  Indies,  and  who  ftood 
fo  much  in  need  of  their  afliftance )  He  adverted  to  the  late  account 
of  tranfports,  with  troops  on  board,  being  driven  on  the  coaft  of 
France,  and  exprcflcd  a  hope  that  Miniftry  would  take  proper  mea- 
fures  in  cafe  of  any  fuch  accidents  in  future,  that  fuch  unfortunate 
pcrfons  miglit  be  properly  treated  and  taken  care  of. 

The  SECRETARY  AT  WAR  faid,  that  when  the  honour- 
able  General  talked  about  fending  out  fufScient  medical  aflfiftance, 
he  was  at  a  lofs  to  know  what  he  deemed  fufficicnt  \  but  from  every 
inquiry,  it  would  be  found,  that  the  provifion  which  had  been  made 
was  ample.  He  could  fafcly  declare,  that  no  attention  nor  expence 
for  the  accommodation  or  health  of  the  men,  had  been  fpared. 
This  was  the  opinion  of  thofe  who  were  the  beft  judges,  and  who 
had  the  grcateft  intereft  at  ftake,  and  who  had  declared,  that  nothing 
was  wanting  that  could  be  required  or  expected;     That  tlie  troops 
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bad  been  expofed  to  danger,  he  confeiTed :  the  veflfel  which  had 
£illen  into  the  hands  of  die  enemy,  might  be  afcribed  to  various 
caufes ;  but  he  infifted  that  no  blame  could  poflibly  be  imputed  to 
Adminilhation  for  that  lofs ;  and  he  aifurpd  the  Committee,  that 
the  moft  immediate  and  active  means  had  been  adopted  to  repair  it, 
not  waiting  for  the  fitting  out  of  any  particular  veffel,  but  putting 
(tdh  fupplies  on  board  every  veflfel  going  out  to  the  Weft  Indies: 
in  a  word,  that  the  lofs  had  been  fupplied  as  faft  as  pofTible. ' 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  aflured  the  Committee,  that  peculiar 
precautions  had  been  taken  to  iecure  the  health  of  the  Weft-India 
amiy.  In  proof  of  this,  he  declared,  that  hehadfecn  a  letter  un- 
der the  hand-writing  of  the  Commander  in  Chief  upon  that  expe- 
dition, ftating  his  fatisfaflion,  that  no  one  meafure  had  been  omit- 
ted to  enfure  the  health  and  accommodation  *of  the  army.  He  would 
ftatc  a  plealing  circumftance  in  proof  of  the  attention  which  had  been 
fhcwn  to  the  health  of  the  men,  that  advices  had  lately  been  re- 
ceived of  the  arrival  of  reinforcements  at  St.  Domingo,  with  the  lofs 
of  only  one  man  ;  and  accounts  had  arrived  this  morning  of  four 
other  regiments  having  arrived  in  the  Weft  Indies,  without  the  lofs 
of  a  iingle  man. 

Mr.  M-  ROBINSON  faid,  that  it  required  a  jealous  eye,  to 
watch  every  inftance  of  negle£l  in  whatever  appertained  to  the  naval 
fbice  of  this  kingdom. 

Alderman  LUSHINGTON  confirmed  the  preceding  (latement, 
that  e\*efy  pofTible  attention  had  been  (hewn  to  the  health  and  ac- 
commodation of  the  foldiery. 

General  SMITH  hoped,  that  with  regard  to  the  prefent  expe- 
dition, the  fame  agreeable  accounts  would  be  received  of  their  fafe 
anrival  at  the  place  of  their  defKnation,  and  wifhed  that  there  had 
been  more  difpatch  in  the  equipment. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  declared,  that  he  had  no  difficulty  in  fay- 
ing, dut  the  moft  unremitting  exertions  had  been  ufed  to  hailen 
Ae  departure  of  that  expedition,  and  whoever  would  duly  coniider 
its  extent,  would  fee,  diat  it  had  been  executed  with  as  much  dif- 
patdi  as  circumftances  would  permit. 

Gcfwral  TAJILETON  afked  whether  die  honourable  Alder- 
man would  not  have  felt  htmfelf  much  happier,  if  the  expedition 
had  (ailed  fix  weeks  ago. 

(jeneral  F^+ZPATRlClfc  lamented  fome  unfortunate  circtim- 
fiances  whlch^ad  taxen  place  in  the  courfe  of  the  laft  fummer,  and 
particularly  mutinies  in  fome  regiments,  on  account  of  their  being 
drafted  into  oqber  corps*  He  underftood  that  draftii^  had  been  fo 
often  prad3ed,  as  to  be  coiiiidcrcd  almoft  as  a  matter  of  courie, 
Vot.  XLIII.  N  n 
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and  that  Government  confidered  they  ha(J  a  right  fo  to  do.  He 
was,  however,  furc,  that  if  a  regiment  was  raifed  upon  certain 
conditions,  thefc,  at  all  events,  ought' to  be  kept.  He  read  a  let- 
ter, under  the  fignature  ot  Colonel  Hay,  which  pofitively  ftated, 
that  the  ftipulations  made  with  his  regiment  had  been  broken  ;  this 
had  been  rejftfented  to  Miniftry,  and  yet  no  fatisfaftion  had  been 
given. 

The  SECRETARY  AT  WAR  freely  acknowledged,  that  any 
engagement  made  with  any  regiment  ought  to  be  kept ;  without  this 
reftri(51ion»  Government  had  an  undoubted  right  to  the  prafticc  fo 
univerfally  cftabliftied,  as  to  the  drafting  of  corps.  With  r^ard 
to  the  particular  fa6l  mentioned,  he  could  not  ftate  any  thing  pofi- 
tively from  his  own  knowledge,  but  one  fadJ,  which  he  did  inquire 
into,  was  fettled  to  the  fatisfadion  of  all  parties.  He  infilled,  that 
.  there  was  no  breach  of  faith  on  the  part  of  Government ;  that  they 
had  done  nothing  contrary  to  the  eftabliflied  ufage  of  the  army,  and 
the.  engagements  they  had  entered  into  ;  if  any  breach  of  faith  had 
happened,  it  muft  have  been  on  the  part  of  the  officers,  or  rather 
of  the  fubordinate  agents,  ncccflarily  enjploycd  by  them  in  the  re- 
cruiting fervice.  ♦ 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  aflured  the  Committee,  that  It  was  a 
moft  pofitive  determination  on  the  part  of  Government,  to  adhere 
to  every  engagement  they  made,  and  that  fo  tenacious  were  they 
upon  tth  point,  that  there  had  been  inftances  wherein  the  fervice 
had  fuffcred  inconvenicncy,  becaufe  Governnient  would  not  violate 
the  particular  engagements  which  had  been  made  with  fome  regi- 
ments. 

Mr.  GREY  renewed  the  charge  againft  Government,  in  the 
inflance  of  Colonel  Hay*s  regiment. 

General  FITZPATRICK  declared  he  fhould  move  for  Colonel 
Hiy/sj  letter  of  fervice. 

Colonel  PORTER  declared,  that  he  had  never  feen  men  more 
cheerfully  drafted,  nor  any  fymptoms  of  mutiny  where  he  had 
been. 

General  MACLEOD  fiiid,  that  the  fiipulations  on  which  feveral 
men  were  cnlifted,  had  not  been  fulfilled  ;.-and  that  there  was  a 
great  lofs  fuiblncd  by  the  fale  of  the  horfes  of  the  difmounted  ca- 
valry. '  , 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  obferved,  that  tHe  Secretary  at  War  had 
fully  anfwcred  the  alTcrtion  made  by  the  right  honourable  General. 

Mr.  JENKINSON  cndcavourec'  to  ncconnt  for  the  tofs  which 
occurred  in  the  fule  of  the  horfes.  Ttc  exigencies  of  the  fervice 
required  that  feveral  regiments  fliould  be  difniountcd,  ^d  when  the 
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horfes  were  obliged  to  be  put  up  to  auction,  they  certainly  fold,  on 
fuch  occaHons,  at  confiderable  lofs.  * 

The  SECRETARY  AT  WAR  proceeded  to  move  his  rcfolu- 
tions  founded  on  his  former  llatements —  When  the  Chairman  read 
that  which  rcbtcd  to  cxpenccs  incurred  by  the  eftabfifliment  of  Ge- 
neral and  Staff  Officers, 

General  MACLEOD  rofe,  and  pointedly  remarked  on  the  pro- 
digality of  Mini(ters  in  this  department  of  the  military  eftablith- 
ment.  He  obfcrved,  that  Sir  Charles  Grey,  during  liis  diftin- 
^jiflicd  fervices  in  the  Weft  Indies,  had  not  more  than  five  Gene- 
rals under  his  command,  but  by  the  prcfent  refolution.,  the  Public 
were  called  upon  to  provide  for  one  thoufand  Field  and  StaiT  Officers. 
There  were  30  Generals  and  Field  Marflials,  62  Lieutenant  Ge- 
nerals,  200  Colonels,  and  700  Majors. 

On  the  rcfolution  that  the  fcncible  cavalry  do  confift  of  1 0,000 
being  put,  ' 

General  TARLETON  afked,  if  it  were  intended  to  make  any 
redud^ion  of  this  body  of  men? 

The  SECRETARY  AT  WAR  replied,  none  that  he  knew  of 
at  prefcnt. 

General  MACLEOD  declared  ,he  was  at  confiderable  lofs  to  know 
what  Minifters  propofed,  keeping  up  this  enormous  body  of  fencible 
cavalry,  except  it  were  to  make  the  people  ftibmit  to  thofc  defpotic 
laws,  which  it  was  their  objeS  to  introduce  and  enforce.  It  could 
nor  be  (nr  the  purpofc  of  repelling  a  foreign  enemy,  for  that  was  a 
circumftance  at  prefent  totally  out  of  the  queftion.  If  they  would  ^ 
not  affurc  the  Houfc  of  their  intention,  he  would  inform  the  people 
of  their  object.  Tiie  ufe  of  the  fcncible  cavalry,  was  patronage. 
If  was  the  poKu^y  of  the  prefent  Adminiftration  to  increafe  the  nunv- 
btr  of  the  forces,  in  order  to  provide  for  their  favourites  and  depen- 
dants. The  fcveral  troops  of  fencible  corps  were  fometimes  large, 
and  fometimes  fmall,  and  generally  adapted  to  the  claims  or  power 
of  thofe  whom  Minifters  wifhed  to  oblige. 

The  SECRETARY  AT  WAR  defended  the  fencible  cavalr)-, 
on  the  ground,  that  they  were  neceflary  to  the  public  fervice.— 
Tl«  only  difference  between  them  and  the  regular  cavalry  was, 
that  they  could  rtot  be  fent  out  of  the  country.  However  ufclcfs 
they  may  be  conftdered  by  the  honourable  General,  this  mucli  he 
v^xild  fay,  if  the  opinions  of  certain  gentlemen  are  followed,  there 
'^ight  be  greater  occafion  for  them  than  there  yet  liad  been ! 

General  TARLETON  was  of  opinion,  that  half  a  million  of 
th:  public  mon^  ought  not  jo  be  expended  on  men,  for  whom  he 
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could  not  fee  the  Icaft  public  utility.  He  dcfired  to  know,  if  on 
the  return  of  the  cavalry  from  the  Continent,  any  diminution  was 
to  take  place  of  the  fencible  cavalry  ?  He  never  (aw  a  corps  of 
fencibles,  that  anfwercd  his  idea  of  military  excellence  :  they  were 
well  enough  adapted  for  voung  gentlemen  to  difplay  their  equcftrian 
graces  and  military  prowcfs  in  country  villages  ;  but  the  cxpence 
was  enormous,   and  ought  to  be  inquired  into. 

General  SMITH  faid,  he  originally  voted  for  the  fencible 
cavalry,  and  thought  them  ufcful  while  a  great  military  armament 
was  engaged  abroad  ?  but  now  he  conceived  them  both  ufelefs  and 
cxpenfive,  and  could  fee  no  rcafon  why  they  ihould  be  continued 
as  a  burden  on  the  public. 

General  MACLOED  obferved,  Miniftcrs  found  it  neccffary  to 
keep  up  a  large  body  of  the  military  in  order  to  fupport  their 
meafures,  and  not  to  protect  the  country.  They  fecmcd  to  do  every 
thing  in  their  power  to  force  the  people  to  refiftance,  and  drive  thcro 
to  rebellion  !  It  was  the  old  Machiavelian  policy,  that  the  fup- 
preffion  of  an  infurredlion  never  failed  to  ftrengthen  the  hands  of 
Government.  James  the  II.  the  word  of  all  Kings,  firft  excited, 
and  afterwards  fuppreffed  the  rebellion  of"  the  Duke  of  Monmouth 
— but  what  was  the  confequence  ?  In  twelve  months  afterwards 
he  loft  his  crown.  He  was  well  convinced  of  the  power  of  ad- 
miniflxation :  if  the  people  attempted  rcfiftnnce,  Minifters  would 
fubdue  them,  at  the  cxpence  of  torrents  of  Britilh  blood  !  But  yet 
he  had  no  idea  of  ci  Britifh  army  fighting  againft  Britons.  He  could 
not  conceive  of  what  ufe  the  fencible  cavalry  were,  now  that  we 
arc  no  b^gcr  menaced  v;ith  an  invadon  from  a  foreign  enemy,  ex- 
cept Miniftcrs  intended  to  employ  them  againft  the  people  !  If 
this  was  not  the  cafe,  why  keep  up  this  heavy  and  cxpenfive  efta- 
blifhmcnt  another  year? — Wliat  excufe  can  be  made  to  the  country, 
for  keeping  up  two  large  bodies  of  men,  when  the  troops  arrived 
from  the  continent  werej  amply  fufiicicnt  for  the  fcrvicc  of  the  na- 
/  tion  ?  This  was  fo  monftrous,  the  General  declared,  that  con- 
fiftent  with  his  duty,  he  was  determined  to  divjde  the  Houfc  on  the 
queftion. 

Lord  JOHN  RUSSELL  was  firmly  perfuaded  that  the  fencible 
cavalry  were  intended  merely  to  awe  the  people.  He  mentioned* 
that  at  a  country  town  where  he  had  affembled  with  other  magif- 
trates  on  their  public  duty,  to  their  great  furprife  and  aftonilhmcnt, 
they  found  the  court-houfefurrounded  by  a  body  of  armed  fencibles. 
each  of  whom  was  provided  with  twelve  charges.  On  inquiring 
the  caufe  of  this  very  ftrangc  and  extraprdmaiy  ciii:umftance,-  they 
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were  told,  thefc  men  had  been  fcnt  from  the  War  Qffice  to  ^udl 
a  riot,  but  his  furprife  was  ftill  incrcafed  to  find  that  not  the  leaft 
tumult  whatever  cxifted. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  remarked,  that  the  nohle  Lord  had 
neglected  to  ftate  in  what  town  the  circumftani^c  had  happened.  If 
the  War  Office  had  received  notice  of  an  intention  of  a  riot,  in  all 
probability  it  nii^ht  have  been  prevented  frorn^  taking  place,  by  the 
arrival  of  the  troops.  At  all  events,  if  application  had  bc^n  made 
to  them,  they  had  merely  done  their  duty  in  fending  the  troops. 
He  had  fuppofcd  that  the  noble  Lord  was  about  to  flare  fome  inflance 
of  miibchaviour  on  the  part  of  the  troops,  when  he  mentioned  their 
having  been  provided  with  twelve  charges,  and  that  they  had,  in- 
ftcad  of  keeping  thcmfilves  in  rcadinefs  to  quell  the  riot,  fired  inio 
the  houfe  where  his  Lordfhip  was  peaceably  holding  the  Petty 
Scifion.  No  fuch  thing,  however,  appeared  to  be  the  cafe.  Hoy 
then  could  liis  argument  apply  to  prove  either  the  inutility  or  offen- 
fivc  conduct  of  the  fen^ible  cavalry  f  He  concluded  with  declaring, 
that  the  whole  number  of  cavalry  now  in  fcxiftcnce  was  not  greatcTx 
dianwas  necelTary  to  defend  the  country  from  the  danger  of  foreign 
invafion,  and  to  anfwer  for  all  the  caufes  wiiich  do  cxift,  or  may 
cxift,  for  its  internal  tranquillity. 

Lord  JOHN  RUSSELL  mentioned^  that  Odiham  was  the 
place  where  the  circumftance  to  which  he  alluded  had  occurred. 

Mr-  COURTENAY  began  with  vindicating  the  flatcmcnt  of 
Lord  Jc^n  Ruflcll.     The  right  honourable  gentleman  had  exprefled 
prodigious  furprife  that  the  cavalry  did  not  fire  on  the  Ju  dices,  as 
if  they  might  not  have  been  perfedly  ufclefs,  though  they  had  not 
been  guilty  of  grofs  mifbehaviour.     He  contended,  that  the  return 
of  the  cavalry  from  Germany  ought  to  be  followed  by  a  reduc- 
tion of  a  proportionate  number  of  the  fencible  cavalry.     For  no* 
thii^  could  be  more  evident,  than  that  if  the  body  of  cavalry  ia 
the  country  lafl  year  were  fufficient  to  repel  the  danger  of  foreign  in* 
vafioAy  and  tb  provide  for  its  internal  fecurtty,  the  fame  number  of 
men  would  be  fully  adequate  to  the  fame  purpofes  during  the  pre-^ 
fcnt  year.     But  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  intimated,  bjr 
his  declaration,  that  an  additional  force  was  now  neceflary.     I  caa 
explain,  laid  Mr.  Courtenay,  the  reafon  why  this  additional  (brof 
is  ncccSiry.     A  greater  number  of  troops  is  wanted,  in  order  to 
fupport  two  bills  now  pending  in  Parliament,  authorising  magi(- 
tiates,  many  of  them  the  hired  agents  and  dependants  of  the  Exccu^- 
dve  Government,  to  difperfe  any  meeting  where  opinions  may  be 
uttered  not  agreeable  to  their  OMcn.  feotiments,  and  in  cafe  ofany 
iduSa^  being  (hewn  to,  ijbparatc^.  to  enforce  military  execution  ott 


270  PARLIAMENTARY  [Commons. 

thofe  who  arc  prcfent. — [A  cry  of  Hear !  Hear !  from  the  Tjcafury  ' 
bench.]  I  will  repeat  it,  {iik\  Mr.  Courtcnav,  thcfc  bills  arc  cal- 
culated to  authorize  the  mn|.-'f>ratcs  to  fire  on  the  people,  and  to 
transfer  in  future  the  optrati  )n  of  the  riot  a£l  to  words  and  debates, 
wherever  the  opinions  delivered  may  bo  contrary  to  thofe  entertained 
by  die  magiftratcs.  If  in  tfjc  exertion  of  that  authority,  any  per- 
fons  fhould  be  killed  or  maimed,  the  migiilrarcs  would  be  fully 
juftificd  by  the  power  which  th'-y  derived  from  thofe  bills :  they 
would  only  have  to  fay — '*  Wc  found  an  ciremblagc  of  perions 

^  talking  in  oppofition  to  the  meafuresof  the  ri^ht  honourable  gen- 
tleman (Mr.  Pitt)  and  his  colleagues  :  conceiving  all  fuch  difcourfes 
to  be  diforderly  and  illegal,  wc  exerted  our  authority  to  difpcrfc 
them,  and  killed  and  maimed  a  few,  who  refufed  to  comply  \^  ith 
our  rcquifirion  to  feparate,  and  had  the  criminal  and  *  audacious 
cffrontcr}'  to  affert  their  right  to  talk  on  public  matters,  in  opp>fi- 
tion  to  the  exprefs  enactments  of  law."  He  did  not  fay  that  iUl 
magidrates  ^^ould  do  this,  but  fuch  was  the  cffcdl  of  thofe  bills, 
which  ftatc,  "  That  if  by  accident  any  perfons  affcmblcd  ihall  hap- 
pen to  be  killed,  maimed,  or  hurt,  in  the  difpcrfing,  feixing,  or 
apprehending,  or  endeavouring  to  difpcrfc,  fcixe,  or  apprehend  them, 
that  then  every  fuch  juftice  of  the  peace,  &c.  and  all  and  Angular 
other  perfons  who  (hall  be  aiding  and  aflifting  them,  fliall  be  free, 
difcliarged,  and  indemnified,  &c."  That  was  the  bill,  and  a 
magiftrntc  might  fay,  he  heard  fomethingfaid  againft  the  Minifter, 
and  therefore  he  thought  it  feditious.  He  would  fay  again,  that, 
it  was  to  fupport  thefc  bills,  thefe  cavalry  were  dcfigncd.  That 
is,  faid  he,  to  perform  military  execution  on  the  people  of  this 

'  codntry,  in  fuppcjrt  of  thefe  bills.  Mr.  Courtenay  faid,  that  he 
conceived  this  to  be  a  mcafure  of  fuch  fcrious  and  alarming  confe- 
quencc,  that  he  fliould  take  the  fenfe  of  the  committee  upon  it.  [Here 
there  wasii  loud  call  from  the  Treafury  bench  for  the  qucftion.j 

General  SMITH  rofe,  with  fomc  warmth,  and  faid,  that  he 
was  aftonifhed  at  the  diforderly  call  for  the  queftion  in  a  Britifti 
Senate,  at  tfte  indecent  precipitation  in  hurr}'ing  through  a  meafure  of 
fach  impoitHPCc,  and  the  evident  defire  that  was  (hewn  from  a  cer- 
tain quarter  ro  get  \id  of  the  difcuflion.  He  con^pnded,  that  the 
return  of  the  troops  ought  to  have  the  immediate  effect  of  caufing 
a  proportionate  number  of  the  fenciblc  cavalry  to  be  di(bandcd.— 
The  right  honourable  gentleman  had  however  intimated  that  there 
was  no  fuch  intention,  and  that  the  fcrviccs  of  all  the  cavalry  now 
in  cxiftence  would  ftill  be  wanted.  This  condu6^,  he  faid.  ousht 
to  be  a  warning  to  the  Houfe  how  they  gave  their  fan6lion  to  railing 
an  additional  b(xly  of  troops^  and  at  leaft  ought  to  induce  them  to 
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pronde  fomc  cxprefs  (lipulation  in  the  firft  inftance,  that  they 
ihould  not  be  retained  in  fervice  beyond  the  period  of  the  accom- 
plilhmcnt  of  that  particular  objeS  for  whicli  they  were  wanted. 

The  Committee  divided, 

For  the  refolution,  62— Againft  it,   14. 

The  remaining  refolutions  were  put  and  agreed  to. 

General  FITZPATRICK  moved,  that  there  be  laid  on  the 
tible  a  copy  of  the  letter  of  fervice,  for  railing  the  109th,  or 
Abcrdeenfliire  regiment,  commanded  by  Colonel  Hay. 

Mmdaji   l^dNffvemher. 

Sir  WILLIAM  HEATHCOTp  prefented  a  petition  from 
Gofport  for  Parliament  to  adopt  meafures  whereby  feditious  Q^ect* 
if^  might  be  prevented. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  tfte  table. 

Mr.  ANNESLEY  prefented  a  petition  from  the  fuUeft, meeting 
ever  known  of  the  inhabitants  of  Reading,  in  Berkfhire,  againft 
the  two  bills  now  pending  in  Parliament,  one  entitled  a  bill  for 
the  fafcty  and  prefervation.ofHis  Majeft)''s  pcrfon  and  government 
againft  treafonable  and  feditious  practices  and  attempts^  and  the 
other  a  bill  for  the  more  effeftually  preventing  feditious  meetings 
and  aflemblles. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  HONEYWOOD  prefented  a  fimilar  petition  from  the 
city  of  Canterbury.  He  faid,  that  before  the  Houfe  came  to  any 
determination  on  the  fubjedl  of  the  petition  which  he  had  the  honour 
to  lay  before  them,  he  thought  it  neceflary  to  ftate,  that  the  meet- 
ing which  had  agreed  to  it  had  been  regularly  convened  ;  that  it 
Ojnfifted  of  a  very  numerous  and'  rcfpeflable  body  of  the  fciti^ens  of 
Canterbury  ;  that  the  bufinefs  had  been  condudled  in  the  moft  or- 
(icrly,  becoming,  and  conftitutional  manner ;  that  it  was  chear- 
J^lly  figncd  by  almoft  every  pcrfon  prefent ;  and  that,  after  the 
meeting  had  broken  up,  the  petition  was  left  at  the  town  hall  for 
voluntary  fubfcriptions ;  in  (hort,  the  whole  was  commenced  and 
concluded  with  a  fairnefs  and  candour  that  would  refleft  honour  on 
any  meeting,  oft  whatever  nature  it  might  be.  The  purity  of  the 
nyxivcs  which  had  actuated  the  citizens  of  Canterbury  in  the  prefent 
inftance,  would  not,  he  truftcd,  be  queftioned  by  any  member  of 
that  Houfe  ;  for  if  any  place  in  the  kingdom  was  more  celebrated 
than  another  for  its  loyalty  and  attachment  to  adminiftration,  it 
was  that  city.  A  very  recent  proof  of  this  had  occurred,  for,  no 
longer  ago  than  a  few  weeks,  the  freedom  of  Canterbury  had  been 
▼oted  to  the  Miniftcr,  and  every  poflible  mark  of  cordial  cftecm 

I 


272  '  PARLIAMENTARY^  [Commons. 

and  rcfpe^^  (hewn  to  him.  That  they  had  heretofore  been  friendlj 
to  the  mcafures  oiF  admiiiiftration  was  no  leFs  certain.^  Subfcrip- 
tions  had  befen  entered  into  for  carrying  on  the  war,  volunteer  corps 
had  been  inftitiitcd,  and  every  other  exertion  ufed  by  them  for  the 
defence  of  the  country,  and  the  prefervation  of  the  Conftitution. 
The^'  came  forward  with  ahcrity  when  they  thought  the  country  in 
'  danger  ;  and,  although  he  confidered  the  alarm  unfounded,  yet 
he  colli d  not  help  applauding  the  ardour  which  charafterifcd  their 
condii^^l  when  they  thought  danger  was  to  be  apprehended-  They  who 
then  differed  with  him  now  began  to  fee  that  the  alarm  had  been 
raifed  to  ferve  particular  purpofes,  and  were  at  length  convinced  of 
the  impropriety  of  calling  men  from  their  occupations  to  bear  arms 
under  frivolous  pretexts,  to  the  injury  of  themfelves  and  their 
families;  and,  impreffed  with  that  con viftion,  he  hoped  to  fee 
their  fwords  turned  into  plough-fhares.  With  refpe<S  to  the  bills, 
he  was  prepared  to  fay,  that  his  conftituents  deemed  them  not  only 
urineceflary,  but  dangerous  \  and  fo  pcrfedHy  did  his  own  ideas 
agree  with  theirs,  that  he  thought  the  raeafures  now  in  cxiftcncc 
mere  ftrong  than  the  circumftances  of  the  times  required.  He  could 
not  vleW  the  large  and  extraordinary  military  cftablifhment  of  the 
country  (aftatcment  of  which  had,  a  few  days  before,  been  laid  before 
the  Houfe,)  without  being  (hocked  and aAoni(hed.  C«uld  itbciaid  that 
fuch  a  force  was  not  fufficient  to  preferve  the  peace  of  the  country 
agalnft  any  attemprthat  might  be  made  to  difturb  it,  without  taking 
any  notice  of  the  yeomanry,  which  almoft  every  where  interfered  with 
the  avocations  of  the  people  ? — Such  a  vaft  militar)''  array  offended 
the  public  eye,  and  rendered  even  the  peaceable  and  loyal  town  of 
Cantcrbur)'  more  like  a  gnrrifon  than  a  free  city.  The  people, 
however,  did  not  complain  under  thefe  circumftances,  and  even 
bore  with  patience  the  exceffes  committed  by  the  military  whe  were 
lately  encamped  in  the  neighbourhood  of  their  refidence ;  but  when 
they  confidered  the  meafurcs  now  propofed  to  be  adopted  by  Govern- 
ment, they  naturally  aflc  themfelves  what  is  the  reward  they  arc 
about  to  experience  for  tlieir  loyalty  and  attachment  to  Government? 
Why  to  have  their  mouths  forcibly  (hut,  and  to  b^  deprived  of  the 
privilege  of  freely  delivering  their  fentiments  on  their  political  fitua- 
tion.  They  uttered  no  complaints  when,  from  the  conduS  of  the 
foldiers,  the  agriculture  of  the  country  fuftained  material  injury, 
"When  their  lands  were  trod  over,  and  when  their  waggons  were 
preflTed  to  ferve  military  purpofes,  while  the  produce  of  their  farms 
^as  fuflTeririg  for  want  of  being  conveyed  home  ;  but  thcj  did  hope, 
that,  after  all  the  inconveniences  under  which  they  had  laboured, 
(tie  feverc  fentcnce  of  having  their  tongues  mUiHed  would  not  be 
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pronounced  againft  them.  If  you  pen  up  thehtimours  of  the  body 
politic,  (faid  Mr.  Honeywood)  God  knows  how  foon  it  may  gulh 
out ;  «nd»  whenever  it  does,  great  will  be  the  dduge  occafioned 
thereby.— The  prefent  bills  had  been  deemed  neccffary  to  Arengh- 
ten  the  fecurity  of  the  throne ;  but  the  framers  of  them  had  egjre^ 
gioufly  miftaken  the  means  of  attaining  that  ohje£l — the  only  rea) 
fecurity  of  the  throne  of  Great  Britain  refts  in  the  love  of  the  people, 
and  nor  in  fubjeding  them  to  meafures  calculated  to  induce  diflike 
to  it— -without  that  eflential  requiiite,  all  the  military  force  in  the 
country,  all  the  pains  and  penalties  that  could  be  enafted,  would 
not  affiird  fecurity  to  the  Crown.  This  confiderationy  he  wiihed 
ferioufly  to  pre&  on  the  minds  of  the  fupporters  of  the  obnoxious 
meafures,  and  e^^rted  them  not  to  forfeit  th^  friendfhip  of  Englifh* 
men,  by  depriving  tfiem  of  their  greateft  boad  and  invaluable  birth* 
lig^  Mr.  Honeywood  paid  fome  handfome  compliments  to  the 
oppofition  fide  of  the  Houfe,  for  their  (leady  condud  on  the  prefent 
occafion,  and  expreflcd  himfelf  confident  that  nothing  could  add 
greater  wei^t  to  their  arguments  than  the  ftrong  petition  he  had 
prdented  under  fuch  impreffive  circumflances.  He  had  formerly 
pitfented  petitions  againfl:  the  corrupt  influence  of  the  Crown,  bu( 
had  never  fubmitted  any  thing  to  that  Houfe  half  fo  importsmt  as 
that  with  which  he  was  then  honoured.  If  there  were  difcontents 
in  the  country,  they  exifted  only  in  confequence  of  the  circqm(^ance$ 
of  the  times  ;  if  Minifters  really  wifhed  to  remove  them,  let  them 
not  heighten  the  opprefiion,  but  reilore  peace  to  the  people,  the 
greateft  of  all  bleflings — a  meafure  that  would  tend  more  to  pro- 
duce quiet  and  happinefs  than  all  the  pains  and  penalties  that  could 
be  mflided.  He  concluded  by  moving,  diat  the  petition  do  lie 
on  die  table.  — Granted. 

LoiM  SHEFFIELD  prcfented  a  petition  from  the  inhabitants 
of  the  city  of  Briftol,  praying  that  the  aforefaid  bills  might  not  pafs 
into  a  law. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  remarked,  that  the  petition  fecmed  to  have 
fallen  into  improper  hands,  for  the  noble  Lord  had  not  made  any 
obfcrvations  upc»i  it,  nor  had  he  mentioned  by  how  ma  y  perfohs 
it  was  (tgned,  though  Mr.  Sheridan  underftood  it  was  f}gned  by  no 
kfs  than  four  tnoufand  ! 

Lord  SHEFFIELD  faid,  that  he  found  there  was  aneceflity 
for  ftatiog  the  objeft  of  the  petition  to  the  Houfe,  before  he  could 
obtain  leave  to  prefent  it,  but  he  had  not  been  informed  from  the 
chair  that  die  flateqiient  of  the  number  of  fignaturcs  was  neccjTary 
al(b.  As  to  thp  names  he  had  never  reckoned  tlierpy  there  inighl 
be  four  thoufand,  and  he  fujppofed  there  were. 
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,  Mr.  SHERIDAN  repeated  what  he  had  before  fufpedcd,  that 
the  petition  had  fiallen  into  improper  haiids,  nor  was  he  the  only 
perfon  who  fufpedled  this>  for  he  bad  received  a  letter  from  a  gen- 
tleman at  Bridol,  who  was  apprehehlive  that  the  noble  Lord  would 
not  ms&e  it  known  to  be  the  general  fenfe  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Briftol,  and  did  therefore  wi(h  that  itthould  be  dated  to  the  Houfe. 
The  petition  was  drawn  up  and  (igned  in  due  form,  and  the  figna- 
tares  were  thofe  of  the  mod  refpedable  p^rfons  in  that  city. 

Lord  SHEFFIELD  faid,  the  honourable  gentleman  Ihould  not 
put  an  untruth  mto  his  mouthy  nor  any  man  breathing.  He  did 
not  know  that  the  petition  was  the  general  fenfe  of  the  people ;  he 
believed  not,  becaufe  it  came  neither  from  the  corporation  nor  from 
a  body  of  merchants,  but  from  the  people  indifcriipinately.  He 
believed  the  (ignatures  might  be  made  by  men  of  re(pe£bbility,  but 
he  could  not  prefume  to  (ay  (b,  as  he  had  never  looked  at  a  fingle 
name. 

_  _  .  ■  • 

The  petition  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table.  < 

Sir  JOHN  ROUS  prefented  a  petition  from  the  inhabitants  of 
the  county  of  Suffolk,  expreflfing  their  gratification  at  the  efcape  of 
His  Majefly,  and  requefting  Parliament  to  prevent  feditious  meet- 
ings. 

Mr.  FOX  wifhed  to  know  whether  the  meeting  was  convened 
before  the  bills  were  brought  forward ;  whether  the  bills  were 
ever  in  their  pofTefTion  ? 

Sir  JOHN  ROUS  faid,  the  meeting  was  convened  by  public 
advcrtifement ;  that  the  perfons  who  attended  it  expreifed  ^eir  una- 
nimous abhorrence  of  the  attack  upon  His  Majefly ;  that  there  was 
only  one  difTentient  voice  to  the  petition,  and  he  declared  upon  his 
honour,^that  he  believed  ninety- nine  out  of  one  hundred  of  the  peo- 
ple of  Suffolk  were  of  the  fame  opinion. 

Mr.  FOX  faid  that  this  was  not  an  ahfwer  to  his  queftion.  He 
wifhed  to  know  whether  the  people,  when  they  affembled,  under- 
iloqd  that  the  terms  of  the  bill  were  to  be  difculTcd  ? 

Sir  JOHN  ROUS  faid,  he  had  the  advertifcment  in  his  pocket, 
which  he  read.     It  contained  no  mention  of  the  bills  whatever. 

The  petition  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Colonel  STANLEY  prefented  a  petition  from  the  town  and 
neighbourhood  of  Manchefler  and  Salford,  for  the  adoption  of 
meafurcs  to  prevent  public  meetings.  It  was  figned,  he  faid,  by 
7351  perfons  of  the  firft  characfter  there,  and  fo  great  was  rhcir 
zeal  on  this  occaiion,  thai  the  whole  of  the  fignatures  were  affixed 
in  the  courfe  of  one  day  and  a  half. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 
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Mr.  GREY  prdented  a  petition  againft  the  bills  from  fevexal 
fdfcStMc  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Southampton, 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  FOX  prefented  a  fimilar  one  from  the  inhabitants  of  Nor« 
wich,  iigned  l^  veiy  many  thoufands  of  refpedlable  perfons — that 
they  were  of  that  defcription  he  was  well  afTured,  and  the  hA,  he 
trailed,  would  not  be  doubted  even  by  the  member  for  that  city 
(Mr.  Windham),  now  one  of  His  Majefty's  Miniftcrs,  the  names 
of  nhofe  friends  were  to  be  found  among  the  number. 

Ordeml  to 'lie  on  the  tab|e. — Mr.  Windham  was  filent  on  the 
occafion. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  prefented  a  petition  from  the  inhabitants  of 
Chcfler  againft  the  bills.  He  faid,  that  in  this  city,  as  well  as  in 
various  parts  of  the  country,  counter  petitions  were  attempted  to' be 
procured,  a  principle  to  which  Governnnent  had  long  been  atteiw 
live.  The  late  outrage  on  His  Majefty's  perfon,  which  no  man 
exeoatcd  more  than  he  did,  had  been  taken  advantage  of  bythem^ 
to  extort  from  the  people  a  fandion  of  the  prefent  meafures,  for 
which  purpofe  they  had  ufed  all  their  influence.  But  he  would, 
notwithflanding,  venture  to  aflert,  that  none  of  the  few  petitions 
which  called. for  the  fuppreflion  of  feditious  meetings  were  meant, 
to  convey  any  acquiefcence  in  the  meafures  which  Minifiers  were 
determined  to  adopt  under  that  pretence ;  and  even  a  right  Honour- 
able gentleman  opjpofite  to  him,  (Mr.  Dundas),  had  allowed,  that 
laws  lb  ferious  (hould  not  take  place,  unlefs  agreed  to  by  a  majority 
of  the  people.  Where,  then,  were  the  grounds  for  prefling  the 
biQs,  when  it  could  not  be  proved  that  in  one  (ingle  inftance  their 
contents  had  been  explained,  of  properly  undcrftood  by  the  perfons 
who  might  be  fuppofed  to  favour  them  ?  He  read  a  letter  which 
accompanied  die  petition,  addrefled  to  himfelf,  explaining  the  con- 
^  of  thofe  who  were  endeavouring  to  procure  (ignatures  to  a 
counter-pctirion  in  the  city  of  Chcfter,  where  fchool-boys,  and  all 
manner  of  perfons,  had  been  called  upon  to  fign  a  paper  of  that 
nature ;  afKl  fo  hafty  were  they  to  accompli(h  their  objc£t,  that, 
time  was  not  allowed  to  the  fubfcribcrs  to  read  the  petition. 

Lord  BELGRAVE  affured  the  Houfe,  that  he  had  received  a 
letter  from  Chefter,  informing  him,  that  an  addrefs  to  the  King, 
from  the  refpeflable  inhabitants,  praying  for  ftrpng  meafures  againft 
tbefeditbus  focictics,  was  in  a  ftate  of  much  forwardnefs."  As 
the  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Sheridan)  had  dated  that  thepcr- 
fcns  whofe  names  were  figned  to  the  petirion  then  before  them  were 
^  foeh  confiderable  refptrdability,  he  (hould  beg  leave  to  read  the 
^diaifixxx  which  he  had  received  of  them.-— It  defcribed  them  at 
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jttcobmSy  who  had  tmdertakcn  a  jobi  for  which  tfiqr  wanted  many 
hands,  and  ^exprefTcd  a  probability  th^t  ikitj  might,  in  a  gnat  mea- 
fare,  be  foccefsiiil,  as  feveral  fchool  boys  and  diflenters  had  been 
induced  to  (ign  the  article,  as  had  alio  feme  well-difpelM'  perfens, 
whom  they  had  frevailpd  Kpon,  by  aflcing  them  whether  they  had 
any  obje<flion  to  a  goo^  peace  f  His  Lordfliip  judged  it  ncceflarr 
to  communicate  fo  much  to  the  Houfe^  for  the  purpofe  of  ikewtng 
that  they  were  not  the  moft  refpedable  part  of  the  dtiimis,  but 
the  lower  clafs  of  the  people  of  Chcfter,  who  had  figned  Ihcpcd- 
tion  in  queftion. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  obferved,  that  it  was  by  no  means  improba- 
ble that  many  of  the  lower  elalTes  of  the  people  had  figned  the  pe- 
tition, and  {or  this  cogent  reafon^  that  they  wUhed  for  an  alkvii- 
tion  o^  their  diib'eflesi  by  the  return  of  peace.  With  refpefi  to 
calling  fchool-boys  away  from  their  leflTons  on  this  occafion,  he 
believed  that  applied  better  to  the  other  fide  of  the  queftton,  and 
he  certainly  thought  it  highly  improper  to  take  them  away  from 
learning  their  Greek.  The  meeting  had  been  regularly  and  duly 
convened  by  public  advertifement,  and  the  unanimity  which  pre- 
vailed on  the  occafion  was  almoft  univerial#  If  it  was  true  that 
the  prefent  petition  was  figned  only  by  the  lower  orders,  it  yn^ 
highly  ^vourable  to  their  underfbinding,  and  proved  that  they 
were  fn  better  judges  of  the  Conftitution  of  Ei^land  than  the 
higher  clafs,  who  were  about  to  adopt  a  diflerent  line  of  condud ; 
for  they  had  communicated  their  fentiments  to  the  proper  branch  of 
the  L^flatdre,  while  their  fuperiors  had  refolved  to  petition  the 
King,  who  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  formation  of  laws,  to  take 
ilrong  meafures  for  fupprefiing  feditious  meetings.  What  could 
betray  more  ignorance  than  this,  or  what  could  be  a  greater  infult 
offered  to  the  Conftitution  than  a  recommendation  to  His  Majcftjr 
to  ena£i  laws»  and  thereby  to  exercife  a  power  which  belongs  only 
to,  the  Legiflature  ?  He  could  not  forbear  remarkii^gy  that  the  no* 
ble  Lord  fecmed  attached  to  that  fyftem  which  drew  a  line  between 
the  higher  and  lower  ranks  of  life. 

Lord  BELGRAVE  faid,  that  the  fiJcccfs  imputed  to  the  peti- 
tion was  apprehended  from  the  private  and  infidious  means  made 
ufe  of;  whereas  the  addrefs  was  openly  voted  at  a  public  meeting 
called  by  the  Mayor.  'No  one  knew  of  the  meeting  for  the  pcti-j 
iion,  it  being  only  advertifed  in  one  inflammatory  newlpapcr. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  conceived,  that  after  the  bill  was  paflcd, 
according  to  this  argument,  that  there  never  could  be  a  public 
meeting,  for  ail  Oppofition  papers  would  be  efteemed  loflammaloiy 
and  iedltiouj^- 
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The  petition  was  then  read  by  the  Clerk^  and  ordered, to  lie  on 
the  table. 

Mn  SHERIDAN  then  prcfented  a .  petition  from  Sheffield 
agaioft  the  bills,  figned  by  near  8000  perfons,  many  of  whom 
were  of  the  iirft  confequence  and  refpedability,  Thi^  he  thou^t 
it  neceiTary  to  mention,  left  the  name  of  Sheffield  ihould  frighten 
2nj  gendeman  in  that  Houfe,  who  might  bear  in  his  remembrance 
the  indignant  treatment  which  a  former  petition  from  that  town 
had  esqperienced. — Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

At  this  infiant  Sir  Francis  Molyneux,  Gentleman  Ulher  of  the 
Black  Rod*  entered,  and  commanded  the  attendance  of  theCon^ 
nu)Ds  in  the  Houfe  of  Peers,  to  hear  His  Majedy's  commHfion 
read.  The  Speaker  accordingly  repaired  thither,  and,  on  his  re- 
turn, informed  the  Houfe  that  he  had  been  to  hear  the.  Royal  a£- 
fent  given  by  conuniffion  to  the  malt,  land  tax,  and  com  importa- 
donbills^  &c. 

Mr.  STURT  prefented  a  petition  againft  the  bills,  figned  h^ 
1 2,1 1 3  perfons.  Many  of  them,  he  faid,  were  refpe£table  trade(- 
tnen,  and  the  refis  were  mechanics,  artifans^  and  labourers,  and 
anolefs  ufeful  and  valuable  part  of  the  communit}'.  Thefe  poo- 
pk  in  part  formed  the  London  Correfpoqding  Society ;  that  fociety 
which  a  gioble  Lord  (Momington)  whom  he  did  not  then  fee  in  hi)» 
jdaoe,  had,  on  a  former  evening,  oonnedled  with  the  peifons  wb|;> 
committed  the  outrage  on  His  Majefiy,  but  which  connexion  Imb 
4k)ttbted  not  to  difpiove.  The  noble  Lord  had  faid  that  he  had 
boiil^  a  book  at  a  (hop,  which  recommended  regicide,  and  that 
this  book  was  printed  and  publi(hed  by  the  avowed  printer  and 
publifiier  for  that  fucie^,  and  hence  he  deduced  his  conclufion.that 
that  fociety  and  the  perpetrators  of  that  outrage  were  connedted. 
Althou^  not  in  the  habitof  public  fpeaking^.  Mr.  Sturt  faid  he 
was  not  liable  to  mifreprefent  the  aflfertions  of  the  noUe  Lord,  bcr 
caole  he  had  taken  his  words  down.  As  the  noble  Lord  had  en* 
deavoured  to  prove  the  .connexion,  by  aiTerting  that  Citizen  Lee 
was  printer  to  the  fociety,  fo  (hould  he  endeavour  to  difprove  the 
connexion,  by  aflcrting  that  Citizen  Lee  was  not  printer  to  the  fo- 
ciety ;  and  he  was  able  to  do  fo  from  his  own  inquiries  of  the  mo- 
Act  of  that  man,  and  of  the  man  himfelf,  who  had  both  ppfir 
tively  denied  the  fadl.  He  had  made  thefe  inquiries;  iirfl,  in 
eoofequence  of  fome  doubts  which  he  entertained ;  and  fecondly, 
to  gain  fuch  information  on  the  fubjed  as  his  parliamentary  duty 
Dcquired*  He  went  firft  to  the  mother  of  Citizen  Lrce,  who  lives 
ja  a  eourt  in  St.  Anne's  Street,  and  ^ho  informed  him  that  her 
ipn  did  once  belong  to  the  London  Correfponding  Society,  but  that 
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he  was  no  longer  a  member  of  it,  having  been  twice  turned  out ; 
and  this  was  afterwards  confirmed  by  Citizen  Lee,  who  afliired  him 
of  the  fame.     Mr.  Sturt  hoped  that  this  would  do  away  the  odious 
imprcffions  which  the  Houfe  had  received  of  the  intentions  of  rtic 
London  Correfponding  Society,  as  conne<£led  with  tlie  book  which 
this  man  publifhed,  a  book  which  he  confidered  as  difgraceful  to 
bring  before  that  Houfe.     Take  away  the  title  of  this  book,   he 
laid,  and  there  was  nothing  in  it ;  nothing,  at  leaft,  worthy  the 
notice  of  that  Houfe  ;  and  the  msin  had  declared  to  him,  that  he 
merely  put  that  title  to  it  becaufc  the   people  othcrwife  would  not 
buy  it.     The  paragraph  on  tyrannicide,  he  faid,  was  copied  from 
a  paper  called  the  Cabinet,  which  was  publifhed  by  a  focicty  of 
gentlemen  twelve  months  ago.     To  fhew  the  abfurdity  of  the 
book,  and  how  mean,  contemptible,  and  inlignificant  it  was  for 
the  notice  of  the  Houfe,  he  quoted  a  few  words,  with  the  expla- 
itttions  annexed  to  them,  as  the  noble  Lord  had  done  upon  a  for- 
mer evening.  '   For  example,  the  definition  of  Brafs  he  found  to 
be  Dundas;   of  Confequence^   "  Pitt,  fuU-dreffed,  furrounded   by 
his  myrmidons  on  ther  Trcafury   Bench;*'  of  Greedy^  **  George 
Rofe's  moderation,  fixteen  thoufand  a-year,   \xt\A  not  fadsficd.^ 
How  could  any  perfon  imagine  fuch  ridiculous  paragraphs  were 
treafon  ?     And  then,  why  fhould  a  large  body  of  people  be  con- 
cerned in  the  vending  of  fuch  wretched  ftuff?   Many  of  the  per- 
Tons  fo  implicated  were  as  good  friends  to  the  Confiitudon  as  the 
noble  Lord  who  brought  that  charge  againft  them  ;  and  he  would 
undertake  to  afiert,  that  at  the  meeting  at  Copenhagen  Houfe  diere 
was  not  one  incendiary  amongft  them.     Nay,  he  would  go  far- 
ther, for  he  would  proclaim  them  better  friends  to  the  Cooftitudon 
than  many  other  perfons  high  in  power  and  authority,  parricularly 
a  certain  Mufti,  who  had  the  audacity  lo  declare,  that  "  The  mafs 
of  the  people  in  every  country  had  nothing  to  do  with  die  laws 
but  to  obey  them."     Thefc  people  arc  friends  to  a  parliamentary 
reform,  and  they  apprehend,  that  if  the  Parliament  does  not  ac- 
complifh  that  reform,  a  revolution  will  foon  follow;  and  fodo  I, 
fays  Mr.  Sturt ;  nay,  I  \yiil  go  farther,  for  I  don't  know,  but  I 
think  a  revolution  the  Jjetter  of  the  two.     At  any  rate  he  thought 
them  better  friends  to  the  Conftitution  than  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  oppofite,  for  that  right  honourable  gentleman  had  de- 
ferted  the  caufe  which  he  profeffcd  to  fupport,  while  they  ftill  ad- 
hered to  it.     He  it  was  who  formerly  agitated  the  queflion  of  a 
parliamentary  reform,   for  no  otlicr  purpofe  than  to  put  himfelf 
into  the  poficfiion  of  power,  while  the  public  were  deceived  by  his 
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p}aafible  profeffionsy  and,  miflaking  his  real  chandler,  had  given 
him  credit  for  patriotiffn. 

It  was  a  (hame  when  a  poor  foldier,  or  a  failor,  afrer  fpendii^ 
a  long  life,  and  lofing  a  limb  or  two  ifi  the  fervice  of  his  countiy^ 
ibould  receive  no  more  than  5I.  a  year  to  fubflft  on,  that  men  by 
duplicity  and  deceit  Ihould  receive  a  penfion  of  4000I.  a  year  for 
duing  nothing  except  confpiring  againft  the  liberties  of  their  countiy, 
and  he  did  objed  t6  it,  and  would  object  to  it,  fo  long  as  he  drew 
breath*     The  declaration  of  the  noble  Lord,  he  faid,  upon  the 
proceedings  at  Copenhagen  Houfe,  had  gained  much  more  fupport 
than  he  expeAed ;  fortunately  thofe  declarations  could  deprive  no 
man  who  attended  that  meeting  of  his  life;  and  if  ever  the  cafe 
(hould  come  before  a  Britifh  jury,  he  doubted  not  but  all  treafon- 
able  and  fedltious  intentions  on  the  part  of  that  meeting  would  be 
completely  negatived.     As  a  proof  of  their  regard  for  peace  and 
order,  he  read  an  extradl  from  Mr.  Thelwall's  exhortation  on  that 
day,  which  ftated  that  it  was  not  by  tumult  nor  by  violence  they 
were  to  hope  for  redrefs,  but  by  reafon  only.    Was  this  a  language 
to  excite  diforder  ?  Then  the  only  difference  between  the  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman  and  the  fociety  was,  that  the  one  had  abandoned 
the  Parliamentary  reform,  while  the  others  flood  by  it,  and  would 
ultimately  gain  their  obje£L     Now,  faid  Mr.  Sturt,  if  the  Houfe 
will  give  me  leave,  I  will  read  a  bit  of  treafon.  Since  I  have  (hewn 
^hat  is  not  treafon,  I  will  now  ihcw  what  is  treafon,  and  if  the 
Houfe  knows  its  own  dignity,  and  feels  the  fame  regard  for  it  that ' 
1  do,  it  will  not  hefitate  one  moment  to  profecute  the  author  of  it. 
The  author  is  a  magiftrate  of  Newfoundland,  a  man  diredlly  in  the 
pay,  and  under  the  influence  of  Miniders,  and  I  will  venture  to 
aOcrt,  that  the  paragraph  I  am  now  about  to  quote  from  a  pamf^let' 
he  has  pvblifhed,  is  one  of  the  mod  atrocious  libels  that  ever  has 
appeared  againft  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  and  agaipft  the  Conditu- 
tion  of  this  country.     He  favs,  "In  fine,  the  Government  of 
England  is  a  Monarchy  j  the  Monarch  is  the  ancient  ftock  from 
which  have  fprung  thofe  gtvxily  branches  of  the  Legiflaturc,  the 
Lords  and  Commons,  that  at  the  fame  time  give  ornament  to  the 
tree,  and  afford  flielter  to  thofe  who  feek  proteftion  under  it.     But 
thefeareftill  only  branches,  and  derive  their  origin  and  nutriment 
from  their  common  parent ;  ITicy  may  be  lopped  off,  and  the  tree 
is  a  tree  ftiU,  (horn  indeed  of  its  honours,  but  not  like  them  caft 
into  the  fire."     Lopped  off!  continued  Mr.  Sturt ;  this  is  a  pretty 
fdbw!  What  fort  of  a  tree  will  the  Conftitution  be  when  the  Houfe 
of  Commons  is  lopped  off?  Miniftcrs  know  that  an  admonition  has 
been  given  rcfpc6\ing  this,  and  that  a  letter  was  fcnt  upon  it,  and 
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y^f  the  whole  has  hidierto  been  fuficred  to  remain  unnodoed  by 
them.  On  this  account  it  was,  that  Mr.  Sturt  now  brou^t  it  for- 
ward. It  was  a  moft  infamous  libel,  and  the  duty  he  owed  to 
Parliament  ^  and  to  his  country  obliged  him  to  do  fo.  If  X„ee  is 
amenable  to  the  law,  is  not  Reeves  alfo  ?  Mr.  Sturt  was  unwilfii^  to 
inftitute  profecutions  againft  any  man ;  but  when  a  man  like  this 
went  trotting  about  to  every  dirty  hole  and  comer  to  hunt  up  fedicious 
publications,  for  he  had  even  been  and  threatened  Citizen  Locs 
mother  for  felling  a  few  pamphlets,  while  he  himfelf  was  guilty  of 
^  greater  crime,  he  (hould  not  be  permitted  to  pafs  unnoticed.  It 
was  knpoffible  that*  the  right  honourable  gentleman  oppofite  (the  At- 
torney-General) could  read  every  pamphlet  that  was  publiihed':  but 
notice  had  been  given  him  of  this,  and  therefore  he  ihould  have  ex- 
amined it.  Mr.  Sturt  concluded  by  moving  for  leave  to  bring  up 
the  Petition,  which  was  not  iigned  by  a  few  fchool-boys,  but  by 
twelve  thoufand  one  hundred  and  thirteen  people,  a  great  paut  of 
whom  had  not  only  given  their  names,  but  places  of  abode. 

The  motion  being  put  and  feconded,  leave  was  given  to  bring 
up  the  Petition,  which  was  addreifed  in  the  following  words : 

To  the  Honourable  the  Commons  of  Great  Britain,  in  Pariiamcnt 

AfTembled : 

,  The  Petition  of  the  undcrfigned  firitoni,  Inhabitaats  of  London, 

and  its  Environs,  aflembled  together,  to  exprefa  their  free  £en- 
timentSy  accordin?  to  the  tenor  of  the  Bill  of  Rights,  on  the 
Subje^  of  the  wreatened  invaiions  of  their  Conftitadonai 
liberties! 

^  May  it  pleafe  your  Honourable  Houfe, 

'  «•  Your  Petitioners  approach  vou,  once  more,  to  make  their  grievances 
and  apprehenfions  known,  in  a  legal  and  Conftitutional  manner,  to  that 
brancn  of  the  LegiQatare,  which  from  its  legal  ftile  and  form^  was  cvi- 
dently  intended  to  be  the  Conftitatioaal  guardian  of  the  people's  liberties, 
and  the  champion  of  its  rights  and  privileges !  Bat  we  approach  you,  not 
as  heretofore,  to  claim  the  reformation  of  exiling  abufes :  If  thofe  cladms 
had  been  attended  to,  the  caufe  of  our  prefent  Petition  could  never  ha\e 
exided.  We  come  not  to  repeat  our  unanfwered  arguments  on  the  neccflity 
of  Parliamentary  reform ;  (the  very  propofition  of  the  meafures  we  now 
proteft  againft  is  a  demonft  rati  ve  evidence  of  the  neceffity  of  fuch  reform ;) 
but  we  approach  you  with  Conftitutional  reverence  and  Britilh  firmocfs, 
to  conjure  you  not  tp  drive  the  people  of  this  diftrefled  and  irritated  nation 
to  fuch  defpair,  as  the  adoption  ot  the  coercive  fyftem  in  agitation  before 
you,  we  arc  ftrmiy  perfuaded,  in  the  end  muft  inevitably  produce:  W« 
conjure  this  honourable  Houfe  to  remember  that*  the  vital  energies  of  the 
Bntifh  Conftitution,  confift  in  the  liberties  of  fpeech  and  of  the  prcfi ;  that 
the  fafcty  and  prcfervation  of  our  lives  and  liberties  (moft  after  that  im* 
moTt;il  inftitution  the  trial  by  jury,)  4<?pend  upon  the  ftridob(ervaacc  of 
the  provifions  of  that  admirable  Statute  of  Treafons,  extorted  by  a  virro- 
bus  Hcuft:  of  Commons  from  Edward  the  Third,  -  We  conjure  you  alfo 
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to  lenenber  that  the  invafion  of  thefe  liberties^,  and  die  vfelation  of  thu 
Hdtty  by  arbitrary  inftitutions  and  new  theories  of  conftru^ve  treafons, 
though  fometinies  afliimed  under  pretences  of  ancient  prerogatives,  and 
fooKtiiiies  coafinned  by  corrupt  leprefentatives,  and  arbitrary  adh  of  Par* 
liaaxDt*  have  never  failed  of  being  prodi^dlive  of  coniequenoes  the  moft 
alarming  both  to  the  Government  and  people.  That  the  adoption  of  thofe 
very  maxims  and  precedents  upon  which  the  propofed  meafures  are  evi« 
deoily  fiiunded,  brought  one  unhappy  Prince  of  the  Houfe  of  Stuart  to 
the  fcaffbld,  amd  droveanother  witn  his  pofterity  from  the  Throne ;  and 
that  therefore  to  propofe  and  fof^rt  fuch  meafures,  is,  in  reality,  to  en* 
danger  not  only  Uie  tranquillity  of  the  nation,  but  the  fafety  of  flis  Ma« 
jcftv's  perfon  and  Government,  in  fupport  of  which  thefe  meafures  ar6 
laid  to  be  brought  forward. 

'*  Perout  OS  folemtdy  to  conjure  this  honourable  Honie,  to  recollect 
the  events  that  immediately  preceded  and  produced  the  revolution  of  1 688» 
the  dodiioes  advanced  in  juftification  ot  that  memorable  event,  and  the 
principle  which  eftablifhcd  the  Houfe  of  Brunfwick  on  the  Throne.  Let 
m  conjure  you  al(b  to  confider  with  dtie  deliberation,  the  limits  and  th^ 
^acred  nature  of  that  compaA  which  exifts  between  the  Government  and  ^ 
the  people;  and  the  dreadtiil  confequences  which  muft  inevitably  enfue  if 
erci  thoie  limits  (hould  be  violated,  or  this  compact  broken! — If. thole 
cucumftances  are  duly  confidered,  we  feel  a  fettled  confidence  that  the 
ftrong  and  hitherto  unparalleled  attempts  to  deftroy  the  perfonal  iecurity 
of  the  people  of  thefe  realms,  and  annihilate  the  facred  right  of  political 
difcnffion,  will  mott  with  the  decided  reprobation  of  this  honourable 
Houfe, — that  precedents  drawn  from  the  tyrannical  reigns  of  the  Tudora 
aod  the  Stuarts  will  be  rejeded  with  indignation ;  and  that  this  honourable 
Houie  will  be  ftruck  with  horror  at  the  idea  of  ftaining  the  annals  of  the 
Hooie  of  fimnfwick,  by  the  revival  of  thofe  very  meafures  which  brought 
the  Hoofe  of  Stuart  into  fuch  general  odium  and  was  produAive  of  fuch 
intolerable  opprefficn,  as  to  juftify  the  refinance  of  the  people,  and  pro- 
dact  that  glurious  revolution  upon  the  principles  of  which,  and  of  which 
akne,  the  Houfe  of  Brunfwick  is  at  this  time  entided  to  the  Britiih 
Crown* 

Your  petitioners  therefore  pray  this  honourable  Houfe  to  confider  the 
pQipait  and  tendency  of  the  bill  introduced,  for  the  reftridiion,  or  rather 
the  utter  prevention,  of  popular  aflemblies  ifor  the  purpofe  of  political  iii- 
vdigatioD,  and  todifinifs  it  with  that  marked  difapprobation  it  fo  juftly 
ddcrves— to  guard  with  the  moft  inviolable  refped^,  that  facred  inllitutionj 
the  trial  by  jury ;  and  to  fuffer  no  arbitrary  innovations  under  any  pre*- 
icDce  whatever,  on  the  exiiUng  laws  of  treafon  and  fedition ;  laws  which 
biTc  hitherto  been  found  fully  competent  to  all  the  juft  purpofes  uf  free 
and  equitable  Government. 

And  finally,  we  entreat  this  honourable  Houfe  to  believe,  that  when  we 
profcfs  oar  abhorrence  of  all  tumult  and  violence,  and  rcjcA  with  the  ut- 
moft  indignation  the  grfundlefs  calumnies  that  have  been  fpread  againft 
«crpeacetul,  orderly,  and  Conilitutional  nieetings,  we  do  it  from  a  iirm 
aad  loog-fettled  convidtiun  that  all  ads  of  violence  and  outrage  are  moft 
cmiocmiy  injoriooa  to  that  great  caufe  of  national  and  Conflitutional  li'* 
bcrty  to  which  we  are  attached.  At  the  fame  time  we  conjure  you  to 
conEde  in  the  firmnefs  ind  temperance  of  the  people  of  Great  Britain, 
who,  we  troft,  have  not  degenerated  from  the  ipirit  and  bravery  of  their 
aoccftors,  not  forgotten  the  important  ItiFons  inculcated  by  their  ea« 

Voi.  XLIII.  P  p 


f^  .  PARLIAMENTARY  [Couuom. 

Mr.  WILBERFORCE  faid  that  he  had  received  a  letter  (nm 
the  noble  Lord  (Momington)  ib  often  alluded  to,  who  was  prmented 
hy  indifpofirion  from  attending  that  night,  but  who»  if  he  were 
prefent,  he  had  no  doubt  would  enter  into  very  adeqmte  proof  of 
ail  that  he  had  fofmcrly  aflerted  relative  to  the  meeting  at  Copen- 
hagen Houfe,  and  maintain  the  inference  that  he  had  drawn. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  aflerted,  that  if  the  Houfe  entertained  a  wiih 
not  to  calumniate  the  focieties,  they  would  immediately  accede  to 
the  hearing  of  evidence.  Hitherto  the  proceedings  had  been  founded 
upon  £dfe  hSts.     It  had  fallen  in  his  way  to  know  that  the  noble 
Lord  had  been  egregiouily  deceived,  and  dbat  charges  and  affinrtions 
had  been  made  which  could  not  be  proved.   He  had  reafon  to  Imow 
that  Cidzen  Lee  was  not  printer  or  publifher  to  the  fociety^  and 
tfiat  no  hand-biUsy  containing  the  do£trine  of^Kipg-killing,  had 
been  circulated  by  their  order.    Another  fociety,  called  the  Friends 
bf  Freedom,  had  branched  from  the  London  Correipondipg  Society. 
A  Member  of  tha^fociety  was  fufpe£ted  of  being  a  fpy.    At  one  of 
the  meetings  he  laid  he  had  fomething  topcojpofe — the  ligjhts  were 
exttngttiflked,  and  feveral  of  thefe  hand-bills  were  thrown  ^dxiut  the 
room.    As  fobn  as  they  were  difcovered,  the  meeting  took  mesifurcs 
todiicover  the  perfon  who  had  fcattered  them,  and  they  did  not  fie- 
.parate  until  they  had  come  to  a  ftrong  refolution  againft  fbc  hand- 
bilts.  Was  it  then  fit  that  that  Houfe  (hould,  on  mete  unfiipporcod 
af&rtionS)  proceed  to  ftriketb  deadly  a  blow  at  the  mofi  valis^k 
.liberties  of  die  people  ?  Gentlemen  would  do  well  to  paufe^  and  to 
confider  the  ifaohg  h&s  urged  by  Mr.  Sturt  in  his  fpeedi-— a  (jpeech 
which|  though  not  couched  in  fo  meafured  a  (hain  of  eloquance  as 
he  had  heard,  ftill  contained  excellent  fenfe;     In  that  ipeech   a 
.rharge  had  been  brought  forward,  furely  of  no  light  kind.     Was  it 
a  light  thiff^  that  a  man  in  the  pay  of  Government  (hould  publiih 
'  fo  atrocious  a  libel  upon  the  Houib  of  Commons  E'-— Was  fuch  a 
libel  only  to  be  laughed  at  ?-— And  this  was  die  calamitous  Aate  of 
afiairs,  that  there  was  the  moft  marked  partiality  (hewn  by  Govern- 
ment to  their  own  adherents.    When  it  fuited  their  purpofes  to  en- 
courage mafTacre  and  bloodihcd,  they  did  encourage  it«--'He  alluded 
to  die  tran&cHons  of  1791.     He  complained  of  the  total  want  o{ 
.  adHvity  ag^inll  the  Church  and  King  mobs— He  complained  of  the 
•  libels  circulated  againft  the   Dillenters  at  that  time*— Where  had 
been  the  adivity  of  (aovcrnmcnt  then  r   For  his  own  part  he  was 
not  in  the  habit  of  adfiflng  profecutions  for  libels,  but  thctr  was 
the  pamphlet  alluded  to,  and  a  work  of  Mr.  Arthur  Youpg  s^ 
which  contained  more  atrocious  libels  than  any  of  which  Govern* 
ment  complained.  ^ 
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Mr.  CANNING  obierved,  that  on  a  former  occafion  he  did 
not  attempt  to  prove  the  connexion  between  the  dodbrine  at  Copen* 
hagen  HcHife  and  the  attack  on  His.  Majefty,  from  aiguments  o£ 
his  own^  but  from  the  aiguments  ufed  on  the  oppoGte  (ide.  Was( 
it  poffible  for  tfaofe  ^ho  look  at  the  hiftoiy  of  thefe  tranfaiftions  to 
believe,  that  the  dofirine  taught,  and  the  hA  nvhich  followed,  had 
no  relatioa,  particularly  as  it  was  not  then  aflferted  by  the  other  (ide, 
that  there  was  no  harm  in  the  hand  bill  bolides  its  title,  as  th^ 
now  contend  ? 

Mr.  WHITBREAD  thought  this  rcflatcmcnt  proved  no  more 
than  the  former-*— the  relation,  caufe,  and  eflfedt  between  die  hand 
bill*  £at&,  and  London  Corrcfponding  Society.  The  two  former 
might  be  grounds  of  a  ferthcr  inquiry,  as  was  propofed  by  Mr. 
Sheridan's  motion:  but  nothing  authoriied  the  Houfe  to  fix  the 
blame  of  either  on  any  clafs  of  His  Majefty's  fubjeds. 

Mr.  LAMBTON  thought,  as  an  hiftorical  ha,  xhit  it  would 
be  always  aikcd,  whether  the  hand  bill  was  written  by  a  member  of 
the  London  Correfpondirig  Society,  or  by  one  of  the  minifterial 
rqmtcrs.  Was  it,  however,^  bccaufe  one  gentleman  (Mr.  Sturt) 
h^d  Ikidj  that  he  faw  no  treaibn  in  the  hand  biU,  independent  of 
its  title,  that  it  was  to  be  inferred,  that  every  one  elfe  on  that  fide 
the  Houfe  thought  the  fame  ?  He  therefore  recommended  to  the 
booomabfe  gentlcnun  (Mr.  Canning)  to  think  well  before  hi 
rifkied  fuch  fweeping  and  unqualified  afiertions.  The  .fa£ls  at  pre* 
fent,  he  contended,  were  fuifficicnt  indeed  to  authorife  inquiry, 
bat  of  therafelves  oooftituted  no  proof  whatever  that  could  fix  fedi- 
tion  or  treaibn  on  any  clafs  of  fubje£ls.  He  noticed  the  dodhines 
advanced  by  Mr.  Reeves,  which  he  thought  fo  flagrant  a  libely 
that  the  Attorney  General  could  not  decline  profecuting,  without  a 
marked  and  glaring  partiality.  The  Crown  was  indeed  a  tree  that 
now  fiouriihed  ;  but  it  did  fo,  becaufe  its  root  was  now  fixed  in  the 
rich  loam  of  liberty;  but  (bould  it  once  be  deprived  of  that,  foil, 
its  vigor  would  diminifh,  and  it  would  foon  wither  and  decay. 

Mr.  CANNING  thought,  that,  after  the  harmlefs  nature  of 
the  hand  bill  was  maintained  by  one  gentleman  (Mr.  Sturt),  and 
his  fpecch  warmly  approved  of  by  another  (Mr.  Sheridan,}  he  wa$ 
fully  authorifed  to  pronounce  that  opinion  general.  He  therefore 
lecommended  to  the  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Lambton)  to  2fiply^ 
to  hinifelf  the  leflbn  of  caution  that  he  hid  given  him. 

Mr.  MARTIN  obfervcd,  that  however  the  oppofitc  fide  might 
all  ibUow  one  opinion,  he  begged  leave  to  have  the  privilege  of 
ftating  iu8  own. 

Mr.  STURT  explained.     He  difapproved  much  of  (he  title  of 
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King-ktiling,  and  confined  his  opinion  of  the  harmlefs  nature  of 
the  hand  bill  to  the  other  parts.  He  had  reprefented  the  iinpfx>- 
priety  of  the  title  to  Lee,  who  told  him  that  it  had  no  meanings ; 
but  that  without  fuch  titles  the  common  people  would  not  buy  Ac 
articles. 

Mr.  GREY  thought  that  the  honourable  gentleman  (Mr-  Can- 
ning) rc-ftated  his  own  words  and  thpfe  of  other  gentlemen,  (Mr. 
Sheridan)  with  the  fame  degree  of  accuracy.  As  to  the  latter,  he 
appealed  to  the  recollection  of  the  Houfe,  whether  the  expredion 
was  not,  **  that  though  his  honourable  friend  had  not  fpoken  in  a 
ftrain  of  meafured  eloquence,  yet  his  fpeech  contained  many  ufefiil 
h&s  and  much  good  ar^ment."  How  therefore  could  the  honour- 
able gentleman  be  fald  to  impute  warm  praife  and  univerfal  aflcnt? 
As  to  the  honourable  gentleman's  own  opinion,  he  maintained  for- 
inerly  that  the  doftrine  preached  at  Copenhagen  Houfe,  and  the 
pradHcc  following  it  had  a  necefiary  relation  of  caufe  and  eflfed. 
We,  on  the  contrary,  maintained,,  that  between  the  doArine  taught 
at  that  meeting  and  the  outrage  on  His  Majedy,  there  was  not 
proved  to  be  any  relation  whatever.  And  will  the  people  of  Eng- 
land,  he  afked,  look  on  quietly  while  their  rights  are  invaded  on 
mere  infinuation  and  furmife,  without  any  proof  whatever  ?  If  fo, 
I  lament  that  the  fpirit  of  former  and  better  times  is  no  more. 
The  bills  are  grounded  on  fsi6\s  traced  home  only  to  one  individual, 
while  they  fweep  away  the  liberty  of  the  kingdom  at  once.  **  I 
am,"  faid  he,  "  perfuaded,  that  the  only  treafon  that  cxifts  in  tfic 
kingdom,  is  within  His  Majefty's  Cabinet  Council.  When  I  fee 
dodlrines,  fuch  as  are  advanced  by  Mr.  Reeves,  a  perfon  paid  and 
employed  by  Government ;  and  hear  in  another  Houfe  from  high 
authority  (the  Bifliop  of  Rochefter)  that  the  people  have  nothing  to 
do  with  laws  but  to  obey  them,  and  compare  the  do£trine  with  the 
pr^ftice,  am  I  not  obliged  to  ufe  their  own  ai^umcnts,  and  oonnc£l 
the  pne  with  the  other,  as  parts  of  a  fydcm  that  alms  at  the  utter 
fubVerfion  of  liberty  r** 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  thought  the  prefcnt  proceeding  hi^ly 
Irregular.  There  appeared  no  objcftion  to  the  reception  of  the  pe- 
tition ;  the  only  motion  then  before  them,  and  the  only  motives  for 
this  warm  and  now  growing  long  debate  was,  cither  vexatioufly  to 
protract  the  important  bufinefs  that  ftands  on  the  order  of  the  day; 
or  elfe,  being  fo  impreflfcd  with  the  fubjedl,  and  confident  in  argu* 
xnent,  they  could  not,  though  irregularly,  avoid  entering  on  the 
main  fubjc(fl.  He  hoped  that  the  Houfe  would  therefore  rcfift  it 
on  the  firft  view,  and  that  gentlemen  thcmfelves  would  have  iy» 
objcdtion  in  the  fecond^ 
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Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  remarked,  that  die  Houfe  had  infenfiblf 
got  into  a  warm  debate,  before  they  had  properiy  begun,  or  pro- 
ceeded to  the  order  of  the  day.  This  might  poflibly  proceed  from 
view  to  delay,  or  perhaps  from  an  impatience  to  debate  the  merit* 
o(  the  bills.  He  hoped  that  gentlemen  would  not  wander  into  un- 
neoeflary  detail  in  the  prefent  (lage  of  the  buHnef^,  as  an  opportu* 
nity-  would  prefent  itfelf  in  the  Committee  to  difcufs  the  bills  in  quet> 
don,  and  their  refpedive  proviiions. 

Mr.  FOX  confidercd  the  prefent  convcrfation  to  be  perfeflly  ta 
order.      A  oonfiderable  body  of  the  people  of  England  had  been  ac- 
cufed  of  diiloyalty  and  fedition,  and  the  proofs  which  were  neccflaiy 
to  confirm  the  allegations,    had  been  refolutely  denied.     No  at- 
tempt, therefore,   which  could  be  made  to  free  them  from  fufpi- 
don,  and  to  confute  the  refledions  which  had  been  thrown  upon 
ihar  characters  by  a  noble  Lord,  on  a  former  night,  could  in  ju£- 
doe  be  deemed  diforderly  or  irregular.     He  was  entirely  of  the  fame 
opimon  with  his  honourable  friend  (Mr.  Sturt)  refpe£ling  the  hand 
hill  which  had  been  fo  mudi  talked  of  refpeifting  King-killii^ 
that  putting  the  tide  alide,  the  contents  of  the  paper  were  too  con- 
temptible for  notice ;  and  he  fubmitted  it  to  the  confideration  of  the 
Houfe,  whether  it  was  fair  to  apply  the  title  of  a  hand  bill,   the 
matter  of  which  was  too  infignificant  to  be  regarded  in  any  other 
li^t  than  as  confummately  contemptible,  of  a  hand  bill,  the  real 
origin  of  which  it  was  impoITible  to  afcertain,  to  the  whole  proceed- 
ii^  of  any  fociety,  who  never  feem,  by  any  public  ad,  to  have 
fan£Honed  a  (ingle  word  which  the  hand  bill  contained.     In  another 
point  of  view,  Mr.  Fox  affirmed,  that  the  difcuiTion  was. equally 
in  order.     Bills  had  been  brought  into  Parliament,  founded,  it 
would  feem,  on  certain  abufes  of  fome  focieties^  the  proceedings  of 
which  had  been  brought  into  debate;  and  it  was  ftrii^ly  regular  to 
accompany  a  petition  from  thefe  focietics  with  an  open*  and  candid 
explanation  of  their  principles  and  views:  it  was  {lri<Stiy  r^ular  to 
inquire  into  the  h&s  upon  which  the  meafures  propofed  were  faid 
to  reft ;  and  to  inveftigate  the  grounds  of  the  defpotic  plan  which 
Afinifters  had  formed  of  reducing  the  people  under  a  yoke,   which 
netdier  they  nor  their  fathers  had  been  accuftomed  to  bear.     With 
refped  to  what  had  been  urged  on  the  impropriety  of  delaying  the 
pfogreTs  of  the  bill,  he  would  reply,  that  in  his  opinion  the  Houfe 
would  do  eflential  fer\'ice  to  themfelves  and  their  conOituents,  if 
tfaey  could  but  retard  the  pafling  of  the  bills  for  a  (ingle  day.     It 
had  been  faid,  that  they  felt  ftrong  upon  the  occalion,  and  that  they 
were  forward  in  bringing  on  the  debate  before  it  could  r<^ularly  take 
place.     Indeed  he  had  no  fmall  fatisfadtion  in  the  gonfclpufnefs  tliat 
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Ihey  did  not  feel  weak,  and  that  thrir  opinion  poflcfled  evcty  bnc- 
tion  which  die  loud  and  unanimous  voice  of  the  people  could  con- 
fer. And  all  he  wifhed  was,  that  Minifters  would  abide  by  their 
declaration,  diat  they  would  continue  obftinately  to  prefs  the  bills 
upon  Ae  Houfc,  after  they  were  found  to  be  generally  unpopular. 

Mr.  M.  ROBINSON  was  clearly  of  ofMuion,  diat  the  bilb 
cnght  by  no  means  to  be  hurried  through  Parliament,  but  that 
time  ought  to  be  allowed  for  colledting  the  fentiments  of  their  ooo- 
Aituents. 

Mr.  PO WYS  faid,  that  he  undcrftood  Citizen  Lee  to  be  Ac 
publtiher  of  certain  inflammatory  papers,  extrads  of  which  had 
been  read  to  the  Houfe  on  a  former  night  ?  he  underftood  aUb  that 
Citizen  Lee  was  the  printer  to  die  London  Corrcfpcmding  Sodety, 
«nd  fSrom  thefe  coniiderations  he  deduced  an  inference,  that  the 
inflammatory  papers  originated  in  the  London  Correfponcfing 
Society.  In  order  to  fatisfy  the  Houfe  on  the  point  of  Citizen  Lgb 
lieing  printer  to  the  London  Correfponding  Sockty,  he  would  oaly 
Aflc  one  quefiion,  was  not  Citizen  Lee  the  printer  of  Mr.  Thd« 
wall's  fpeech  ? 

General  TARLETON  did  not  approve  much  of  Ae  ingenuity 
4if  Mr.  Powys,  in  deducing  his  conclufion  from  his  premifes.  Be* 
Cftufe  Citizen  Lee  publiihed  the  fpeech  of  Mr.  Thelwall,  no  reafon 
icould  be  deduced  from  thence  to  prove  die  connexion  of  Citizen 
Lee  with  the  London  Correfponding  Society.  As  well  might  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  oppoiite  to  him  contend,  that  becaufe 
his  fpeech  may  appear  in  the  True  Briton  to-morrow  morning* 
therefore  he  is  implicated  in  all  the  fentiments  which  that  print  may 
contain. 

Mr.  COURTENAY  ridiculed  the  abfurdity  of  Mr.  Pow>'s' 
argument.  Thelwall's  fpeech,  it  feemed,  was  publiQied  by  Citizen 
Lee.  Perhaps  the  honourable  gentleman's  fpeech  would  be  printed 
in  the  True  Briton— but  did  it  follow  from  thence  that  the  prFntcr 
of  the  True  Britain  was  his  printer  ?  With  rcfpeA  to  the  hand 
bill  in  queftion,  entitled,  ."  King  killing,"  he  was  firmly  perfuadcd, 
that  it  had  been  written  and  circulated  by  fome  of  the  f[ues,  alias 
reporters  of  government,  to  affix  a  ftigma  on  die  charadlcr  ofthofc 
whofe  proceedings  they  were  appointed  to  watch.  His  convidUon 
on  this  head  was  ifarei^thened  by  the  circum(Vances  tittending  the 
pop-gun  plot.  A  man  had  been  expelled  from  the  Correfponding 
Society  for  fome  immoralities.  This  degradation,  he  ccmfidcred 
«s  an  infult  which  he  was  determined  early  to  revenge.  In  order 
to  give  cffc6l  to  his  purpofe,  he  gave  information  to  the  I'rivy 
Council  of  a  plot  to  afTaflinate  His  Majefty  by  means  of  a  poilbned 
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mow.    One  of  die  turfbrtunate  oien  taken  up  4X1  dM  oceafioii 
(Smith)  had  been  lodged  ia  a  prifosu  during  which  time  his  healtli 
became  inatcriaUy  inipairedy  and  his  femily  we're  reduced  to  diftrefs* 
Mr.  Paiktnfony  a  medical  gentleman  of  high  refpedlabUity»  ha<t 
fpoken  to  die  general  good  chara£ter  of  the  fufpeded  delinquent^ 
but  bis  interfexenoe  proved  of  no  benefit  in  juftifying  his  chaiaAer, 
or  at  leaft  in  meliorating  his  (ituation. '   He  entreated  being  brought 
to  trial,  but  his  enemies  could  not  face  him  before  an  Englilh  juiy. 
He  demanded  his  releafe,  but  his  demand  was  refufed ;  and  he  was 
defired  to  fupplicate,.  as  a  £ivour^  what  he  could  not  obtain  as  a 
right ;  for  it  muft  have  been  obferved,  that  the  Lords  of  the  Privy 
Gxmcil  never  grant  juftice,  but  as  a  favour*     All  the  time  thofe 
perfons  were  in  confinement,  paragraphs  appeared  in  the  True  &i« 
tain,  the  Sun,  the  Times,  and  even  in  the  Gazette,  in  order  iq 
prejudice  the  country  againft  thofe  men  who  had  been  falfely  calum- 
niated ;  and  in  order  to  influence  the  minds  of  a  Briti(h  juryi  to 
give  an  unjuft  fentence,  founded  upon  a  perverfion  of  the  laws. 
He  was  no  apologift  of  thefe  focieties  :  he  never  attended  them^ 
nor  bore  any  part  in  their  councils.     He  knew  not  whether  they 
had  been  guilty  of  abufes  or  not.     But  if  they  had  committed  any 
irregularities,  he  was  convinced  that  the  exifting  UWs  were  fufficient 
to  punilh  them,     in  a  letter,  however,  written  by  Smith,  to  the 
Privy  Council,  he  mentioned  the  relief  which  he  had  received  from 
the  London  Correfponding  Society,  and  without  which  he  muft  ^ 
have  periihed,  and  he  would  not  have  been  furprifed  by  a  mode  of 
reafoning  analogous  to  that  which  had  been  adopted  this  evening, 
that  if  thefe  men  had  been  found  guilty,  that  from  the  fimple  cir^ 
cumfbiice  of  Smith's  receiving  a  pecuniary  affilbnce  from  the  Cor- 
refponding Society,  that  his  crime  would  .have  been  charged  upon 
that  bocfy.     At  leaft  it  would  not  have  been  more  abfurd  and  unjuft 
than  to  implicate  that  fociety  in  all  the  feditious  libels  which  had 
been  pubHihed  by  Citizen  Lee.     If  there  were  any  who  doubted 
of  the  fufficiency  of  the  exifttng  laws,  he  called  upon  them  to  re- 
fled  on  the  hard  fortune  of  a  poor  bookfcUer,  who  had  been  con- 
figned  to  feveral  years  imprifonment,  for  felling  a  pamphlet  of  the 
contents  of  which  he  was  wholly  ignorant,  a  feverity  which  he 
thou^t  might  havefatisfied  the  cold-blooded  malignity  of  Minifters 
themfelves. 

Mr.  STURT  read  the  pafTage  fonnerly  quoted  from  a  pamphlet, 

entitled,  "  Thoug^s  on  £ngli(h  Government,*'  the  paflagc  which 

he  had  before  dted  by  way  of  preface  to  a  motion  for  directing  the 

Attorney  General  to  profecute  tlie  author  for  a  libel. 

The  $P£AK£R  faid,  that  in  compliaiKe  with  the  eftabliihed 
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ferms  of  the  Houfe,  it  would  be  proper  for  the  honounble  member 
to  preface  his  motion  with  a  complaint. 

Mr.  STURT  faid,  that  he  would  not  have  taken  any  notice  of 
ity  had  he  not  known  that  the  Attorney  General  had  been  warned 
to  flop  the  pubhcation  of  the  pamphlet,  a  wamii^  which  he  had 
thought  proper  entirely  to  difregnrd.  But  though  the  Attorney 
General  h&d  been  wanting  in  his  duty,  that  afforded  him  noexcufe 
for  any  negle£l  of  duty,  which  he  owed  to  himfelf  and  to  the  Hoofe. 
He  therefore  moved  the  pamphlet  to  be  laid  upon  the  table,  and 
die  paflfage  which  he  had  quoted  to  be  read. 

General  MACLEOD  fa^di  that  there  were  many  paflages  of  a 
fimilar  nature  throughout  the  book  ;  he,  therefore,  thought  die 
whole  (hould  be  read,  in  order  to  furnifh  a  broader  bafis  for  an 
indidment. 

The  SPEAKER  faid,  that  the  regular  mode  of  proceeding 
would  be  to  bring  in  the  book,  and  to  read  it  through. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  did  not  fay  one  word  upon  the  merits 
or  demerits  of  the  pamphlet,  but  he  called  upon  the  Houfe  to  de- 
cide whether  they  were  to  facrifice  the  important  fubjeA  of  difcufiioD 
which  was  expected  to  occupy  great  part  of  the  evening,  to  an  ob* 
jeA  of  inferior  moment,  and  which  had  accidentally  occurred.  He 
moved  for  the  order  of  the  day. 

Mr.  BUXTON  declared  that  if  he  voted  for  the  order  of  the 
day,  it  proceeded  merely  from  a  defire  not  to  retard  the  progrefs  of 
the  important  bills  now  pending  in  Parliament,  and  not  from  any 
opinion  that  the  other  bufinefs  which  had  been  brought  forward  was 
of  a  light  and  trivial  nature.  ^ 

Mr.  JEKYLL  faid,  when  he  reoilleded  the  unexampled  sapidity 
with  which  two  bills,  whTch  aimed  at  the  fubverfion  of  the  liberties 
of  the  country,  had  been  hurried  throug^h  Parliament,  he  was  not 
furprifed  at  any  mode  of  expediting  their  progrefs,  which  the  Mi- 
ni(ler>  in  the  warmth  of  his  zeal,  might  prefs  upon  a  Houfe  of 
Commons  whom  he  always  found  obfequbus  to  his  wiflies.  He 
put  it,  however,  to  the  confcicnces  of  Members,  whether  a  mca- 
llire,  which  ftruck  at  the  ver}'  falvation  of  the  liberty  of  the  peo- 
ple, was  to  receive  their  final  fanftbn,  before  fheir  condituerKs 
had  fent  them  the  inilrudiens,  of  which  they  ought  to  be  in  pci- 
feflion  in  their  deliberations  upon  a  ftep  of  the  utmoft  moment. 
And  he  appealed  to  the  fenfe  which  the  reprefentatives  of  the 
Commons  of  Great  Britain  entertained  of  thrir  dignity,  if  they 
would  fuiFer  the  political  and  conftitutional  neceffity  of  their  exig- 
ence to  be  called  in  queftion.  He  took  confideraUe  credit  to  him- 
felf for  having  been  the  firft  to  cxpofe  the  pamphlet  to  public  cen* 
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tstf  or  ladicr,  he  might  tevc  iaid,  to  public  execration  3  and  be 
afked  if  in  other  times  ^  if  in  any  times  but  the  prefent,  a  perfon 
coidd  be  (bettered  tmder  the  aufpices  of  Government,  from  the 
oonfisquencet  of  fuch  an  attack  upon  t\yo  conftituent  branches  of 
the  Lq^fUtoiCy  or  whether  his  being  an  hireling  of  adminiilratioa 
icouid  ikieen  him  irom  the  punijfhment  of  a  libeller  of  a  Britifh 
Hcde  of  CoQunons  I  Excq>t  he  was  proteded  by  power  and  in- 
flucDcey  be  was  perfuaded  that  he  would  find  no  afylum  in  the  juf- 
ticeof  die  country.  He  hoped  there  was  ftill  enough  of  honour 
and  independence  in  a  Briti(h  jury,  and  virtue  fufEcient  in  Engliih 
jiiigsSf  to  hiing  tbe  author  to  condign  puni(hment.  The  queflion 
«v  not  whether  tbe  Houfe  of  Commons  ought  to  be  calumniatec!, 
but  whcdier  it  ought  to  be  lopped  ofF  as  an  excre(cence«  He  fpc^e 
on  the  ground  of  privilegei  and  therefore  the  queAion  which  he 
fpokc  ID  was  entitled  to  the  priority  of  every  other  difcuITion*  He 
appaJcd  IP  the  hig^ft  authority  of  the  Houfe  if  he  was  not  per* 
^y  in  Qirder*  He  therefore  hoped  that  the  Houfe  would  come 
toadecilion  on  this  momentous  conftitutional  point,  and  if^  by 
this  dBfcuifion^  he  was  able  to  retard  the  progrefs  of  the  bills,  he 
would  cpniider  it  as  a  moil  fortunate  occurrence.  He  hoped  .that 
the  pediipns  of  the  Commons  of  Great  Britain  would  com?  tbun- 
<Uqg  U  their  door,  fo  ^  to  intimidate  their  reprefentatives  into  that 
lincoiF  opp9ficion  to  thofe  arbitrary  meafures  which  their  duty  ou^ht 
^  toch  tbeip  IP  adqpt*  He  called  upon  the  Houfe  to  recoiled, 
that  tfaey  y0tfc  foon  to  meet  their  conftituents,  and  that  it  was  in-- 
cuBbeot  upon  them  to  ad  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  entide  them  to 
a  cofitinuance  of  thdr  confidence.  If  Minifters,  however,  fliould 
thiok  it  pnideot  to  draw  back  on  tbe  prefent  occafion,  he  vei^turcd 
to  by  that  the  people  had  penetration  fi^fficient  to  diftinguifh  between 
their  power  and  inclination,  and  that  they  would  pronounce  upon 
the  iiuention  of  the  afiai&n,  thou^  be  mjght  have  been  compelled 
to  withdraw  his  dagger. 

The  SPEAKER  bid,  that  as  the  learned  gentleman  had  ap- 
pealed to  his  opinion  on  a  matter  of  form,  he  was  therefore  called 
"pon  to  give  it.  Q^eftions  of  privilege  certainly  claimed  a  precc- 
*ncc  in  di(cu(fion  ;  and  all  that  was  ncceffary  to  be  done  at  pre- 
'^  was  for  tbe  Kbufe  to  confider  whether  it  was  a  queftion  of 
Jdvik;gp. 

Mr.  BURDON  did  not  find  himfclf  competent  to  fpcak  to 
^queflSoa  of  privilege.     He  allowed  the  importance  of  the  fub- 
j^  of  dcbaie  ;  but  when  be  recollected  the  anxiety  of  the  public   , 
tDind  iQ  know  tbe  pfc^c  naittxe  of  the  bills  now  pending  in  Pac^ 
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lament,  he  was  Cpticitous  that  the  Houfe  (hould'go  into  a  Com-I 
snittee  on  one  of  them  this  night. 

Mr.  ERSKINE,  having  the  highcft  of  all  antfioritics,  Aat  of 

the  Speaker,  to  confider  the  prefent  as  a  fubjed  of  hi^   import- 

jmce,  declined  entering  upon  any  collateral  matter  in  anfwer  to 

what  had  been  advanced  on  the  relative  importance  of  the  order  of 

the  day.     He  was  extremely  forry  that  the  rules  of  the  Houfe  &d 

not  entitle  them  to  a(k  the  opinion  of  the  Speaker  on  anotfaa 

point,  whether  it  was  a  queftion  of  privilege  or  not.     This  being 

the  cafe,  however,  all  that  was  left  him  was  to  take  the  opin^ori 

of  the  Houfe.,     Mr.  Erikine  taking  for  granted  that  tfie  paflage 

quoted  from  Mr.  Reeves's  pamphlet  was  a  libel,  argued  ettha 

that  it  was  a  queftion  of  privilege,  or  that  it  was  not.      If  it  was 

]  .not,  he  contended  that  it  was  prejudging  the  cafe  to  dired  the 

King's  Attorney  General  to  file  any  information  he  had  received 

againft  the  libeller.     But  if  it  was  a,  libel,  (and  if  it  was  not,  be 

,  'knew  not  what  was)  for  not  only  the  Conftitution,  but  the  vcrr 

exlftence  of  the  Houfe '  of  Commons  .was  reprefented  as  a  matter 

*  of  little  or  no  concern ;  'the  only  point  to  be  fettled  was,   whether 

"  a  libel  upon  the  Hoiife  of  Commons  was  or  was  not  a  qaefiion  ci 

privilege.     Here  Mr.  Erflcinc  referred  to  the  tnftanceof  die   Kind 

'  vct/us  Stockdale,  in  which  the  Attorney. General  was  dire£)ed  m 

prorecutc  Stockdale  for  a  breach  of  privilege  of  the  Houfe,  noi 

very  diflimilar  from  the  prefent.     The  Speaker  had  given  a  de- 

^  cided  opinion  on  the  point,  that  a  queftion  of  privilege  claimed  a 

^  priority  of  difcuflTion.     Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt,  on  the  other  hand,! 

.  had  preffcd  the  importance  of  the  bill,  as  if  the  people  of  Eng-| 

land  were  more  anxious  to  have  their  liberties  taken  away«  than  toi 

preferve  the  very  exiftence  of  the  right  of  reprefentation ;  a  pofi-| 

tion  which  that  right  honourable  gentleman  might  endeavour  tc^ 

palm  upon  the  Houfe,  but  which  would  require  much  ihore  ingc-i 

nuity  of  argument  than  he  could  command  to  render  it  palatable.  | 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  did  not  mean  to  argue  upon  any  of  lhe| 

"  fentiments  contained  in  the  pamphlet ;  the  leading  conGderatton 

was,   whether  it  was  a  breach  of  pfivit^e  or  not  ?  and,  if  It  was, 

he  dipught,  inftcad  of'  r«:ommending  the  Attorney  General   toi 

profccute,  the  Houfe  (h6iild  vindicate  its  privileges  by  a£ts  of  its 

own.     However,  he  was  at  prefent  for  pafling  to  the  order  of 

« 

the  day^. 

Mr.'CHARLES  WYNDHAM  aflced  gentlemen,  whether  or 
not  they  would  pafs  to  the  order  of  the  day,  when  fucha  oomplaiiit 
was  laid  before  them  ?  He  would  vote,  that  the  order  of  the  day 
be  peftponed,  and  the  pamphlet  confidered. 
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Mr.  FOX  confidexta  the  objedlon  which  had  been  ftarted  by 
Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  as  the  mod  ftrange  he  had  ever  heard.  A 
Memba*  of  Parliaoient  had  confiplained  of  a  breach  of  privil^e, 
and  becaufe  an  informal  remedy  had  been  propofed  by  a  (ingle  Ui^ 
dividual,  was  this  lo  alter  the  fa<5t  in  limine.  But  the  great  objeA 
^vas  toget  forward  to  the  order  of  the  day.  Oh !  how  truly  has 
it  been  ikid,  exclaimed  Mr.  Fox,  how  differently  do  you  feel  on 
the  code  of  Eberty,  and  on  the  code  of  defpotifm.  France' 
tmagcd  from  a  ibte  of  flavety,  and  (hook  off  the  chains  of  her 
t)7ams'— a  general  alarm  was  the  confequcncc — an  armament  was' 
ordered— war  was  declared — millions  of  treafure  have  been  ex- 
pended»«  and  thoufands  of  lives  have  been  facrificed.  Poland  was 
lobbrd  of  her  liberties  by  the  lawlefs  grafp  of  overgrown  ambition. 
In  one  fpecch  of  the  Minider,  a  lamentation  was  made  over  the 
fbene  of  oppreflion^  and  (hortly  after  a  treaty  was  (igned  to  gua- 
rantee the  robbery.  The  Correfponding  Societies  came  forward 
vid)  fpiiit  in  the  caufe  of  parliamentary  reform »  and  a  few  paltry 
libels  were  publifhed  ;  the  Habeas  Corpus  z&  was  fufpended  j  m- 
(iidnients  for  high  tteafon  were  iflued  ;  new  treafons  were  enabled, 
and  the  Bill  of  Rights  was  repealed  ;  a  more  atrocious  libel  than 
anjr  that  had  been  publifhcd  appears,  from  die  pen  of  a  miniderial 
hireling,  ^gainft  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  and  the  motion  which  ' 
is  made  is  the  order  of  the  day.  Mr.  Fox,  though  in  general  he 
dedared  himfelf  no,  friend  to  profecution  for  opinion,  called  upon 
the  Houfe  to  come  forward  on  the  prefent  occafion,  in  vindication 
«f  their  privilege,  their  dignity,-  and  their  exiftcnce.  If  gentle- 
BJcn  fufiered  in  that  Houfe  fuch  a  mode  of  proceeding,  there 
^•ould  be  an  end  to  all  liberty.  He  afkcd  gentlemen,  would  they 
cxpofe  thenifelves  in  fuch  a  manner  ?  Would  they  give  the  country 
i^fon  to  pronounce  them  the  fatellites  of  Miniiters  ? 

Mr.  Serjeant  ADAIR  thought  it  impoflible  to  doubt  tliat  the 
paflage  referred  to  was  a  grofs  and  infamous  libel  on  the  Conflitu- 
tion,  and  a  manifeft  breach  of  privilege.  He  was  as  much  at- 
tached to  the  monarchy  as  any  man,  but  he  confidercd  the  two 
Houfcs  of  Parliament  as  eflencial  to  the  Conftitution  as  monarchy 
itfelt  He  thought,  however,  that  the  difcuflion  had  been  rather 
'^eafonably  introduced,  and  wiftied  that  the  order  of  the  day 
fliould  be  taken  up,  and  that  this  matter  ihould  be  rcfumed  upon 
fcnac  other  oCcafion. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  no  complaint  of  breach  of 
privilege  had  been  made.  There  could  be  no  doubt  of  the  order 
^'hich  the  rules  of  the  Houfc  authorifed  where  fuch  a  complaint  if 
(urmally  dated ;  but>  as  .the  cudomary  mcde  of  introduciug  tSr 
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fubjed  had  been  negleded,  it  ought  not  to  6e  tAth  op  lo  pie^ 
ference  to  the  order  of  the  day. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  faid  it  was  cafjr  to  get  rid  of  the  dacmim 
which'  tbt  right  honourable  gentleman  h^d  made  out.  f  n  order, 
therefore^  to  remove  the  punflilio  devifed  by  the  political  fpodal 
pleader^  he  would  now  comply  with  the  forms  of  die  Hoiife,  and 
ipove  that  the  particular  paiTage  be  takefi  down ;  Which  bring  done, 
he  urged  the  propriety  of  an  immediate  difcuffion.  He  quoted  ano- 
ther fentence  or  two  from  the  pamphleti  and  faid  that  he  would 
not  advert  to  the  outrage  which  die  paflage  alfo  refleAed  againit  the 
Lordsi  but  leave  them  to  aflert  'their  own  dignfty ;  nor  would  he 
infult  the  feelings  or  the  underftanding  of  the  Houfc,  by  enlaiging 
lipon  the  atrocity  of  the  outrage,  as  if  any  thif^g  were  necetbr/  to 
convey  to  their  mind  a  proper  fcnfe  of  its  magnitude. 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  (aid  he  was  hapjJy  Ae  mo. 
don  had  now  alTumed  a  regular  form.  It  was  impoflible  to  deter- 
tnine  with  accuracy  the  nature  of  the  paflages,  or  their  Ubdloos 
tendency,  from  their  unconnefted  appearance.  They  might  be 
qualified  by  the  context ;  and  he  thought  it  the  duty  of  the  Hoofe 
to  read  the  whole  book,  and  then  to  form  their  judgement. 

The  SECRETARY  AT  WAR  faid,  however  the  pafegc  w 
to  be  denominated,  whether  as  a  libel,  a  breach  of  privilege,  or 
neither  one  nor  the  other,  it  was  clear  that  the  gendemen  oppolite 
to  him,  were  more  concerned  to  poApone  the  debate  on  the  order  of 
th6  day,  than  to  afcertain  the  nature  qf  the  crime.     After  hearing 
the  paflage  read,  he  was  not  prepared  to  deliver  his  mind  upon  it; 
but  it  was  not  confgrmable  to  the  interpretadon  given  it  by  gende- 
tne'n.     As  far  as  he  ^^as  then  prepared  to  decide  on  it,  it  might  be 
perfeQly  innocent :  It  was,  he  thought,  merely  the  opinion  or 
declaration  of  an  antiquarian  or  hiftorian,  fpeaking  his  fentiments 
of  the  Briti(h  Conftitution.     It  mciely  meant  that  monarchy  was 
antecedent  to  the  other  parts  of  the  Conftitution  ;  aivi  might  pcffi-  ■ 
bly  furvive  or  fubfift  without  them.     It  wa&  merely  fuch  an  opinion 
as  an  hiftorian  might  give  of  any  form  of  polity  :  poflibly  it  was  j 
wrong ;  but,  however,  he   imagined,  that  there  was  not  in  the 
context  any  thing  to  juftify  gendemen  in  fo  fcverely.  attacking  it. 
He  was  perfuaded,   that  if  it  were  tried  before  that  tribunal  which- 
gentlemen  fentenced  it  to,  there  was  not  fufficient  to  condemn  it. 
With  rcfpe<3  to  the  perfon  who  was  faid  to  be  tho  author,  rherr 
was  very  indecent  language  ufed  ;  but  the  gentlemen  who  fo  tra- 
duced his  charader  had  good  reafon :— he  incurred  their  difpleafurr, 
In  proportion  as  he  gained  the  good  will  of  the  country.   *  He  hoped 
peitbcr  the  Houfe  nor  the  country  would  forget  his  CKcrtiun^  in  tbCi 
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year  tjg^y  uft  ^Udi  he  was  foilowod  by  Uie  whok  mtfon  s  if 
thej  fergot  tboTe  lauihbte  exerCkmB  they  were  veiy  ungrateful.^-^ 
Mr.  Reeves,  he  obferved,  ws|  i  iMui  hoMibg  an  hohooialde  {riacli 
under  Government^  and  recriving  the  rewards  of  honoumble  fef- 
vices :  He  was  approved  by  the  greater^  and,  he  was  fure,  the 
better  part  of  the  nation.  [Here  he  was  called  to  order  by  Mr,  C. 
Wyndham.]  ♦ 

The  SPEAKER  faid,  that  if  any  thing  was  mtftatcd  by  the 
honourable  gentleman^  he  might  be  corrected  when  he  Ihould  fit 
down. 

« 

Mr.  WINDHAM  continued — gdrttlcmerioppofitdtohimchaigcd 
His  Majefty's  Miniftcrs  with  being'fbw  in  calling  libellers  to  jufiice; 
they  aigaed  a^  if  the  Conflitution  was  overturned  by  a  fingle  libels 
when  they  had  none  of  thefe  apprehenfions  fronn  f warms  of  libelSj. 
which  had  been  taken  notice  of  by  the  Houfe— libels,  which  never 
could  be  contradu^ed.     Did  they  feel  no  apprehehflon  from  all  die 
Ubels  of  the  focie^,  diough  their  profefled  objeA  was  the  ruin  of 
the  Conftitution  ?     But  thefe  were  the  errors  of  liberty,  to  be  fure. 
Thou^  their  avowed  intention  was  the  fubverlion  of  all  order  and 
government,  there  were  none  of  thefe  alarms  felt  by  gentlemen  op- 
pose to  him.     Except  the  lingle  libel  of  Paine's,  there  was  not 
one  acknowledged  by  the  oppofition  to  be  unconftitutional.     Cen- 
tiemen  afTcficd  to  feel  fore  that  Lords  and  Commons  were  arraign- 
ed in  the  publication  alluded  to,  though  they  never  before  cared 
about  all  the  calumny  which  the  focieties  threw  upon  Parliament* 
Even  in  die  fpeeches  of  many  of  the  honourable  gentlemen  oppofite 
to  him,  he  and  his  friends  were  difllniSUy  arraigned  ;  but  he  wi(hed 
the  country  to  judge,  whether  there  was  more  defpotifm  in   the 
Minifhy,  or  anarchy  in  the  oppofition.     He  knew  the  purpofe  of 
their  feverity  and  abufe  of  Mr.  Reeves  and  others ;  they  wert 
ftudious  to  decry  all  fuch  fpies  and  informers.     He  could  not  pafs 
in  filence  the  manner  in  which  they  abufed  the  chara<fjers  of  the 
Wcftminfter  JuRices,  in  order  to  fender  them  obnoxious  in  doing 
their  duty— ^Juftices  who  had  as  much  honour  and  integrity  as  any 
in  the  country.     He  wifhcd  the  Houfc  to  confider  the  manner  in 
which  they  fcetned  to.  treat  the  fubjedt  before  them:  they  had  the 
greateft  appreheniion  of  this  libel,  though  they  negle£lcd  the  libeU 
of  years.      If  tbe  charge  amounted  to  a  breach  of  privilege^  it  might 
be  tried  i  but  as  far  as  he  could  judge,  the  fenciment  was  innocent ; 
ind  by  no  means  juftified  the  commentaries  bcflow.ed  upon  it. 

General  SMITH  was  very  much  furprifed  at  the  manner  in 
whidi*the -honourable  gentleman  had  fpoken.  Was  he  the  only 
ooe/  he  utkcA,  thatMiniflcrs  could  get  to  deliver  fuch  fentimcnts 
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Was  the  day  oaotic,  when  a  gendeman,  who  had  been  ccldxated 
for  his  oppofidon  toMinifters,  (hoidd  declaim  fo  videndy  againft 
the  principles  he  fo  well  mainlaiaed  not  long  fince  ? 

Who  would  not  laugh  if  fuch  a  man  there  be  ? 
Who  would  not  weep  if  Atticps  were  he  } 

He  wilhed  gendemen  to  refled  how  jealous  the  Houfe  were  on 
an  occafions  Uke  the  prefent.  In  the  year  1 77 19  an  humble  ad- 
drcfs  was  prefcntcd  to  His  Majcfty^  praying  that  he  would  order 
the  writer  of  a  pamphlet,  reilcddng  on  the  honourable  Alexander 
Murray,  to  be  profecutcd  and  brought  to  condign  pum(hment :  And 
was  the  attack  on  this  gentleman  equal  to  a  libel  on  the  G>nilitu- 
don  and  Legiflature  of  the  country  ?  The  only  thing  fald  againft 
inveftigating  the  prefent  bufinefs  was,  that  other  orders  of  more  im- 
portance called  the  attention  of  the  Houfe.  But  he  would  alk, 
could  any  queftion  be  fo  important  as  that  which  related  to  the  veiy 
exiftence  and  right  of  Parliament  ? 

Mr.  HARDINGE  faid,  that  he  was  equally  aftoniftied  and 
ihopked,  at  the  doubt  which  had  been  entertained  by  his  ri^t 
honourable  friend,  upon  the  fenfe  of  thefe  words  detached  from 
dieir  context  and  ftanding  by  thcmfelvcs.  That  he  would  protcft 
againft  the  doubt,  though  he  loved  and  revered  the' man.  That, 
in  his  view,  a  libel  more  grofs  upon  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  could 
not  be  imagined.  That  ,hc  thought  no  context  would,  or  couUf 
explain  it  away  fo  as  to  make  the  words  lefs  criminal.  But  that 
upon  general  principles,  it  was  a  debt  of  juftice  to  read  and  examine 
the  whole  book.  This  would  be  the  duty  of  thofe  who  were  to 
fit  upon  it  in  judgement,  if  it  fliould  be  accufed  in  a  legal  form ; 
and  he  hoped  the  juries  of  England  would  ever  exercife  the  right  of 
judging  for  therafelves,  upon  the  feditious  tendency  of  all  publifh- 
cd  words,  inftead  of  affuming  the  fedition  becaufe  the  accufer  im- 
puted it.  That  he  Ihould  proteft  equally  againft  another  topic  in 
Jiis  right  honourable  friend's  argument,  which  he  thought  injurious 
to  the  public  fplrit  of  the  Houfe,  namely,  a  panegyric  upon  the 
man,  when  the  a^  was  to  be  confidcred.  This  he  had  reprobated 
in  the  cafe  of  Mr.  Haftings,  and  would  never,  as  a  member  of  Par- 
liament, fee  it  again  attempted  without  refifting  it. 

Mr.  GREY  faid,  that  he  had  heard  fhocking  things  from  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  (Secretary'  at  War),  though  when  com- 
pared with  his  conduft  they  ceafed  to  be  furprifing.  That  furious 
and  extravagant  reprobation  of  his  old  friends  correfponded  with  the 
new  principles  he  had  adopted,  and  the  conduft  he  had  purfucij. 
The  conduQ  of  the  right  honourable  Secretary  clearly  (hewed  tliat 
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with  him  die  monarchy  ivas  every  6aingi  He  was  glad  to  find  that 
the  right  honourable  Secretary  fpoke  what  he  thought,  and  that  he 
retained  feme  of  his  original  ingenuoufiiefe,  in  fpite  of  theooiitagian 
of  the  fyftem  of  referve  which  his  colleagues  employed.  Fiomfudi 
foitimenls  avowed  in  the  Cabinet  the  country  mi^t  judge  where 
the  tieaibn  exifted.  The  right  honourable  gentleman  complains  of 
the  indecency  of  attacking  abfent  charaders.  For  my  o^  part, 
£ud  Mr.  Grey,  I  lay  no  (Irefs  on  the  .peribn  to  whcnn  it  is  imputed ; 
I  confine  myfelf  to  the  damnable  and  abominaUe  dodrine  ^hich 
has  been  maintained.  Yet  this  tendemefs  for  abfeni  character  with 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  is  but  a  novelty.  Had  it  been 
Thelwall  or  a  gentleman  whofe  name  had  been  bandied  fo  mudi 
about  of  late,'  Citizen  Lee,  who  was  abofed  on  the  authority  of 
fcraps  of  paper,  whiok  they  could  as  litde  prove  to  be  true  as  they 
would  allow  to  be  inveftio^ated,  the  idea  of  indecency  would  never 
have  occurred  to  the  right  honourable  gentleman's  mind ;  and  dif» 
torted  as  his  imagination  then  was,  he  would  have  feen  in.fuch  a 
proceeding  nothing  unmanly,  nothing  unfair.  He  who  now  de- 
precates the  condemnation  of  a  book  upon  the  evidence  of  particu- 
lar pailages,  had  heard  with  extafy  the  unauthenticated  tcraps  and 
disjointed  paragraphs.  He  would  put  it  to  the  ieelings  of  the  ri^ 
honourable  gentleman,  whether  upon  a  fimilar  accufation  upon 
fimilar  authority,  he  would  hot  have  feized  on  it  as  the  mofl:  irre- 
firagable  evidence.  Now  the  author  of  this  libel  was  entitled  to 
candour  2und  to  indulgence.  It  was  only  a  h&  for  the  difcuflion 
of  antiquaries.  Had  Citizen  Lee,  however,  fiated  (by  the  way 
with  much  greater  confiftency  to  the  principle  of  the  Conftitution) 
that  democracy  was  the  root,  and  nnonarchy  only  an  encrefccnce, 
what  would  the  right  honourable  gentleman  iay  ?  Would  he  not 
pronounce  it  treafon  ?  Should  we  not  hear  that  it  was  copying  and 
imitating  the  French  ?  And  had  the  words  lop  off  been  employed,  it 
would  inftantly  have  aflbciated  all  thofe  ideas,  and  produced  thofe  de- 
iciiptions  which  the  right  honourable  gentleman's  warmth  of  fancy 
conjured  up  in  fuch  glowing  colo;jrs.  In  the  progrefsof  his  mind 
in  this  cafe,  tiowevcr,  the  indulgence  of  the  right  honourable  gen* 
tleman  gradually  increafed  with  the  ardor  of  his  eloquence,  and  the 
zeal  of  his  panegyric.  It  firft  was  a  fact ;  perhaps  again  it  was 
tnie.  Now  it  was  innocent.  What  condufion  could  be  drawn 
from  fuch  avowed  fentiments  ?  He  was  forry  he  had  not  taken 
down  his  words.  He  would  read  the  paiTage  again  which  he  he* 
lieved-wauld  excite  univerfal  horror  and  indignation,  {here  Mr. 
Grey  read  the  paflage.]  And  fuch  fentiments  as  the  right  honour- 
able Secretary  had  exprefled  a   Briti(h  Houfe  of  Commons  heard 
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triih  patietibe  from  a  man  wJbofe  a^ons  oucftripp^  hit  tbeqry,  tod 
wbo  was  labouring  to  redueeto  prafUise  the  pcKtical  teneH  he  pro- 
fisffed,  by  tfaoie  detefiable  bills  which  ftruclc  at  th^  vkals  of  the  Con- 
fikution.  He  hoped  the  right  honouiable  gentleman  by  his  vote, 
would  ihew  that  he  had  the  hardineGi  to  peifeveie  in  tbofe  fenti^ 
mfcius  which  he  had  not  fcrupled  to  fopport  ^d  to  avow.  He 
wiflied  the  countty  to  decide  the  queftion  of  the  defpotic  ichcmes  of 
Miniftm,'  and  die  licentious  views  of  oppolitiQci'  He  wUhcd  the 
woiid  to  compare  their  conduct  and  to  dedde  upon  thdr  motives* 
He  ahvaya  bad  diiliked  the  mcafures  c^  Reeves.  He  hart  Qoo- 
fiderod  theni  illegal,  and  he  was  not  furprifed  that  this  (hoold  be 
tbe  reAik  of  his  profeflicns  and  of  his  principles.  But,  fays  the 
right  honouiable  gentleman,  did  the  Houfe  tike  notice  of  all  the 
libeb  which  daily  iflfued  horn  the  prefs  ?  I^o— rthey  had  not.  &it 
Mr.  Reeves  was  employed  on  this  important  duty>  and  he  feeoocd 
to  have  difcharged  it  with  becoming  zeal.  He  believed  the  peo- 
ple were  now  fony  that  they  gave  Mr.  Reeves  (b  much  eonBdcnce 
in  179a.  The  right  honourable  gentleman  fM^  that  oppofitipn 
look  no  part  in  profecuting  thelibels  of  the  focieiiea.  I  will  tell 
my  ^inionsy  iaid  Mr.  Grey,  of  tbe  profecMtions  which  thefe  libels 
called  forth,  and  of  the  views  of  adminiftratipn.  In  foqae  ca£es 
tbe  laws  were  fhamefully  overftrained,  and  fevc»e  imprifctfunents 
inflicted  upon  venial  ofibices.  When  I  fee  fi|oh  condu^  I* can 
never  confent  to  invell  with  extraordinary  powers  men  who  h^ve 
not  refrained  from  the  abufe  of  moderate  authority ;  and  I  will 
exert  every  nerve  to  oppofe  tbe  progrefs  of  bills  by  which  if  they 
pafs  into  laws,   the  liberties  of  the  country  mud  be  annihilated. 

Mr.  WINDHAM  replied,  that  he  delivered  no  opinion  at  all 
on  the  paflage.  If  he  laid  diat  the  Conftitution,  confining  of 
King,  Lords,  and  Commons,  could  exifl  without  two  of  it9  iaX^ 
gral  parts,  gentlemen  might  be  right  in  arguing  againft  him  as  they 
.did,  but  he  merely  mentioned  the  poflihility  of  nu)narchy  fubfiftii^ 
without,  or  after,  the  other  parts. 

The  SOLICITOR  GENF.RAL  obferved,  that  he  conceived 
credit  ought  to  be  given  on  the  fubjed)  to  the  honourable  gcntlemais 
who  fubmitted  the  charge  to  tlie  Houfe ;  and  the  Houfe  ou^  to 
ufe  found  judgement  in  inquiring  whether  or  not  the  xhaige  were 
juft.  When  it  was  ftated  that  It  amounted  to  a  breach  of  privi- 
lege,  it  feemed  incumbent  on  the  Houfe  to  have  the  pan^phlet  read  s 
he  hoped  the  niotion  would  be  withdrawn  tilt  th^t  were  done. 

Mr.  BRANDLING  thought  the  paflage  a  great  attack  on  the 
privileges  of  Parliament ;  but  he  did  not  think  the  fuljjcA  oog^t 
then  to  fupeifede  the  odier  bufinefs  before  the  Houfe. 
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Mr.  L AMBTON  &id,  he  heard  with  aflOnUhftitfnt,  the  fenti^ 
joents  of  the  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Windham)  when  he  re^ 
coUeded  the  attachment  he  had  formerly  expreiTed,  both  in  puUio 
and  in  private,  to  the  liberties  of  the  people.  When  the  honour^ 
able  gendeman  profeflfed  himfelf  the  advocate  of  fuch  a  libel,  ht 
avowed  himfelf  the  aflfaflin  of  the  Conftitution.  The  prefent  mea- 
furewasnoe,  a^ftatcd  by  the  honourable  gentleman,  a  folitary  libel* 
It  had  found  an  auxiliary  and  a  fupportcr  in  the  Cabinet  with  the 
honourable  gentleman.  On  the  debate  on  the  army  eftimates,  a 
htcc  was  avowed  to  be  kept  up  to  overawe  the  people.  Was  it  a 
folitary  inftance  when  the  damnable  and  abominable  doctrines  held 
by  the  honourable  gentleman  were  coupled  widi  public  meafures } 
Was  it  a  folitary  inftance  when  it  was  conneded  with  the  prefent 
bills }  He  would  aflc,  whether  or  not  the  monarchy  was  founded 
on  liberty  ?  Certainly  it  was,  faid  Mr.  Lambton,  and  if  you  dif- 
join  them,  you  decompound  the  elements  of  the  Conftitution. 

Mr.  FOX  faid,  that  he  was  always  forry  when  obliged  to  arraign 
the  general  charader  of  any  man :  But  of  Mr.  Reeves  he  muft  fay^ 
diac  he  never  could  mention  him  with  refped,  iince  he  faw  in  the 
public  prints,  a  letter  rcfpeding  him  by  Mr.  Law.  He  aflced,  waa 
this  a  folitary  libel  ?  He  always  doubted  the  wifdom  of  profecut* 
ing  opinions ;  but  when  opinions  were  made  the  grounds  for  the 
alarming  bills  then  pending,  it  was  for  the  Houfe  to  fee,  whether 
they  ought  not  to  hold  this  libel  in  equal  abhorrence  with  any  that 
ever  came  before  them.  He  faid,  he  was  not  fond  of  profecutions 
for  opinion,  and  he  propofed  merely  that  theiHoufe  fhould  publicly 
<ieclare  the  fentiments  they  entertained  of  that  atrocious  libel.  Great 
God !  faid  Mr.  Fox,  (haU  it  go  out  into  the  world,  that  a  gentle^ 
man  of  diftinguilbed  talents,  of  high  refpedt,  and  powerful  influence 
in  the  Cabinet,  holds  the  do£bine  which  this  paifage  inculcates. 
If  he  adheres  to  that'opinion>  it  is  a  demonftration  that  the  fyftem 
of  the  Cabinet  is  changed,  that  a  fettled  plan  of  overthrowing  the 
libemes  of  the  people  is  entertained.  *  He  was  glad  that  thofe  Mi-* 
nifters  who  had  been  once  his  friends,  were  the  perfons  who  dif-* 
pbyed  fomeopennefs  and  candour,  and  from  their  declarations,  the 
opinion  of  their  colleagues  was  to  be  gathered.  He  wifhed  to  know 
whether  the  right  honourable  Secretary  at  War  could  defend  this  li- 
bel as  innocent ;  and,  therefore,  he  hoped  that  gentlemen  would  difcufs 
it.  He  hoped  the  Houfe  would  come  to  no  opinion  on  the  paffage, 
till  dicy  heard  the  whole  context.  He  hoped  that  th6  Houfe  would 
agree  to  the  reading  of  it;  and  that  they  would  not  proceed  on  de- 
tached fcraps,  as  they  did  in  bringing  in  the  bills. 

Mr.  BARHAM  wilhcd  to  hear  from  the,  honourable  Secretary 
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how  he  coifld  dtfend  facb  doArines.  '.  Great  as  liis  adtolhalibn  of 
hisi  talents  was,  if  he  perfifted  in  muntainihg  that  the  tcndeocf  of 
fiich  do^ines  did  not  ga  to  the  annihilation  of  the  ConftibitioOy  he 
^i^ould  not  merely  vote  a  oenfure  on  him'-^he  would  rotie  fior  hia 
^xpalfion. 

Mr.  STANLEY  roTe  to  inferm  the  Houfe  how  he  had  under- 
flood  the  expreffions  made  ufe  of ,  by  the  right  honoutabk  ^  Se- 
cretary at  War.  It  was  a  matter  of  feme  importance,  he  (aid,  for 
file  iKlblic  to  have  a  dear  idea  of  die  opinions  .of  laen  in  hig^  fitu- 
itionSy  on  great  conflitutional  quefticns ;  and  he  hoped  he  would  be 
fet  right  if  his  recollection  was  found  inaccurate. 

A  pafTage  from  an  infamous  pamphlet  had  been  read,  bjr  a  Mcin^ 
ber  in  his  place,  flating>  amongft  other  diings,  <<  th^  Ae  KiLgij 
**  Government  if  this  Ctnmtry  might  go  m^  in  allits funBivHs^  wiiboul 
"  Lords  or  C^ipnrncrts" 

As  an  obfervadon  on  this  paiTage,  the  rt^t  honourable  Ac  Se- 
eretary  at  War  had  declared^  that  to  him  it  appeared  **  an  imisccnt 
♦«  Jentiment:\ 

Mr.  Stat^ley  added,  that  the  pafiage  in  itfelf  oouU  flfluredly  iiot 
be  confidered  otherwifo  than  as  treafonable ;  it  was  a.dbed  viola- 
tion of  our  written  law,  and,  in  the  extreme,  contrary  to  the  ^pirb 
of  our  Conftitution  for  any  man  to  aflert,  that  one  braaoh  of  our 
L^flature  could,  at  any  time,  govern,  iJidependem  of^die  others. 

Mr.  WiNDHAM,  in  aplanation,  (aid,  he. gave  no  opinion 
whatever^  wrdi  refpc£):  to  the  dodhine,  and  4xily  delivered  his  Sen- 
timents on  the  paflage,  and  defiied  to  have  it  underfiood  tfaat»  at 
lead,  he  did  not  defend  the  do6hrine,  in  the  kitcrpietadon  given  to 
it  by  the  honourable  gentleman  who  fpoke  lad,  or  others  who  de« 
clared  their  opinions  in  the  preceding  part  of  the  debate. 

Mr.  FOX  infilled,  that  nothing  could  be  worfc  than  the<]odrine 
Contained  in  the  right  honourable  gendemanVfpeech,.  who  had  af> 
fertcd,  without  any  explanation  of  the  contents  of  the  pamphlet^ 
that  the  offenfive  and  daring  paflage  complained  of  was  innooent« 
*<  Oh  fhame!'*  exclaimed  Mr.  Fox,  *^  animiocent  dedaiation  to 
fiiy,  that  the  G)n(litution  can  exiA  without  the  Lords  and  Com* 
mons!  But  in  declining  to  advert  to  the  man  from  whom  this 
abominable  calumny  proceeded,  it  was,  hefaid»  a  mattccof  amoft 
(erious  nature  when  proceeding  from  a  petfon  hi^  in  the  confidence 
of  Adminidration . 

Mr.  WINDHAM  fald,  it  was  an  abfurd  opinion,  andfueh  a« 
be,  nor  no  man  of  common  fenfe,  could  entertain,  thattbe  Conftt* 
tution  could  exiil  without  any  of  its  conftitucnt  parts. 

Mr.  M.  A.  TAYLOR  (aid,  tliat  when  a  Member  of  ri)at  Houfe. 
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h  gifted— **a  MendMtr  of  the  Cabinet  bdide,  afletled>  that  the 
Cooftkution  could  ^ft  witfaoctt  Lords  and  Commons,  it  ought  to 
be  known  to  the  coantry  at  large.  It  ought  to  be  made  publk^ 
that  die  people  miglit  jivlge  of  the  meafures  of  Aifiniders;  and, 
hm  dicir  own  fpeeches  and  conceffions^  conclude  .what  they  ought 
to  cspcA*  He  adverted  to  the  right  honourable  Secretary  calling 
ihem  an  unprincipled  oppofition.  He  wifhed'to  remind  him  of  hb 
apoftacy.  Two  or  throe  years  ago,  he  made  a  memorable  fpeech 
agsinft  Miniflers  (ncpr  his  bofom  friends)  onthe  Weftminftereleo- 
cion.  He  then  faid  the  ma(k  was  thrdwn  off:  now  he  reminded 
him  of  the  faafe  coalidon,  and  retorted  his  own  words^— the  maik 
vas  thrown  off.  He  did  not  wi(h  to  be  claiied  with  an  unprin* 
dpiod  par^ ;  but  he  aded  from  confcience,  not  intereft,  an^ 
the  right  honourable  Stcretaiy  knew  whether  he  himfelf  did  alfo. 

The  MASTER  OF  THE  ROLLS  produced  precedents  againft 
goir^  into  any  inquiry  at  prefent :  the  proper  way  was  to  adjourn 
the  debate  <^  it;  and  to  confider  on  a  future  day  whether  there  was 
giound  for  a  piolccution* 

Mr.  FOX  maintained,  that  the  whole  of  the  pamphlet  (hould 
be  read;  and  he  was  convinced,  from  parts  of  it,  that  he  read,  thit 
the  Houfe  would  be  more  confirmed  with  refpcA  to  the  infen(iy 
cfd]e  libel; 

The  queftion  was  then  piit  for  tho-feading  of  the  pamphkl, 
vhich  was  agreed  to  without  a  dtvifion^ 

The  pamphlet  being  read, 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  iaid,  the  Houfe  had  now  heard  the  whole  of 
a  psmphlet,  which  he  had  originally,  from  the  cxtra<fl  quoted  by  his 
honourable  friend,  condemned  in  its  principle  and  tendency*— it  was 
now  to  be  admitted  upon  full  proof  to  be  the  falfeft,  fouleft,  dulkft, 
and  moil  malicious  pamphlet  that  had  ever  iflued  from  a  prodituted 
pttis.  He  trufted  that  it  would  be  a  future  leflbn  to  gentlemen,  oh 
the  other  fide  the  Houfe,  how  they  raftily  vindicated,  explained, 
or  adopted  the  priiKiples  of  a  man,  who  circulated  fuch  libels  againft 
^Conftitution  of  the  country.  But  it  was  with  peculiar  concern 
lie  &w  the  adoption  of  thofe  principles  by  the  right  honourable  gen* 
ticman,  who  had  formerly,  with  his  great  eloquence,  and  various 
vquitements,  adorned  that -fide  of  the  Houfc,  becaufe  the  Public, 
fnxn  the  r^Uedidn  of  the  fenttments  of  liberty  he-had  then  uttered, 
3nd  with  fo  great  eSkd  maintained,  could  not  fail  in  his  prefent 
>poftacy  to  infer,  that  his  former  lif(&had  been  governed  by  the  im* 
poife  of  interefted  hypocrify — He  faid,  gentlemen  required  time 
to  ddiberate ;  that  he  would  not  prcfs  any  modon  upon  them. 
DcKibts  indeed  ha4  been  ffairted,  whether  this  man  wete  of  impers* 
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ance  enough  to  attra£t  and  call  fiMrlfaewei^ty  and  immecUate  nodoe 
of  that  Houfe :  but  they  ftioiild  confider,  that  this  perbn  was  die 
main  agent  and  propagator,  the  inflsgator  and  ab^tor^of  all  thofe 
.unoonftitutional  aflembliesy  which,  upon  French  prindplcs,  had 
invaded  the  country.  He  confidered  him  however  as  too  dc^kcaAAc 
for  that  fpecics  of  trial  which  SadievereU,  whofe  works  cootained 
no  principles  more  tleteftablei  had  fufl^ed.     He  would  not  inftalt 
tiieir  underftandings  by  a  detail  of  the  book,  every  page  of  which 
betrayed  the  true  fentiments  of  the  author,  and  added  to  tfie  ortg^* 
nal  atrocity  of  the  libeL     He  concluded  with  moving,  *<  That  the 
fiud  pamphlet  is  a  malicious/  fcandalous,  and  feditious  libel,  contain- 
ing matter  tending  to  create  jealoufies  and  divifions  among  His  Ma- 
jefty*s  fubjcdts,  to  alienate  their  ai&£tions  from  our  prefent  fbrai  of 
Government  as  eftabli(hed  in  King,  Lords,  and  Commons,  and 
to  fubvert  the  true  principles  of  our  free  Conffitution ;  and  that  the 
iaid  pamphlet  is  a  high  breach  of  the  privileges  of  this  Houfe. 

The  MASTER  OF  THE  ROLLS  confeffcd,  that  notwith- 
Aanding  the  pamphlet  had  been  read  at  the  table,  and  he  was  fure 
no  one  would  queftion  the  ability  of  jthe  reader,  he  felt  it  impoflible 
tQ  make  up  his  mind  to  an  indantaneous  decifkm  upon  fuch  a  mafs 
of  matter.    But  he  certainly  continued  to  think,  that  without  com^ 
ment  or  explanation,  thofe  words  originally  read  did  found  to  his 
ear,  all  other  parts  out  of  the  queftion,  to  contain  matter  for  very 
ierious  animadveriion.     However  he  could  not  but  feel  it  was  pay- 
ing too  much  attention  to  any  individual  to  take  fuch  a  cognisance 
as  was  propofedof  theoflfence ;  and  although  allufion  had  beofi  made 
to  the  proceedings  on  the  bulincfs  of  Sacheverell,  he  afierted  that 
.it  had  been  better  if  he  had  not  been  impeached.      But  why,   faid 
he,  has  the  pamphlet  been  read  through,  if  thepaffige  contain^  as 
it  is  faid  to  do,  fufHcient  matter  for  inculpation  ?  Since  however  it 
has  been  conjoined  with  other  parts,  and  the  motive  that  dictated  the 
.whole  is  implicated,  he  (hould  be  compelled  to  give  his  negative  to 
any  motion  for  immediate  decifion ;  and  recommend,,  by  way  of 
amendment,  tlic  adjournment  of  farther  confideration  till  Thurfday. 
Gentlemen  will  recollefl,  diat  this  is  not  the  produftion  of  yefter- 
day  ;  it  has  been  publifhcd  thefe  two  years.  --*[Cry  No !  no  !J  He 
believed,  he  faid,  the  29th  of  October  laft  year. — [Again  corredcd] 
He  was  informed  this  year.     Well,  .faiB  the  learned  gentleman,  I 
will  endeavour  to-morrow  to  procure  the  pamphlet,  and  give  my 
full  and  mature  opinion  upon  a  deliberate  perufal  of  its  contents. 
He  moved  the  farther  conlideracion  for  Thurfday. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid  he  would  not  detain  the  Houfe  mors 
tbam  4  fw  minutes.    He  admitted,  that  in  refped  of  the  firft  pan 
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of  die  pamphlet  which  had  been  read,  it  was  impoffible,  viewing 
the  naked  expieffion,  merely  td  hefitatc  for  one  moment ;  but  upon 
a  full  confldcration  of  the  main  intent  of  the  pamphlet,  the  fentimem 
of  cbe  Houfe  might  be  very  materially  changed.  No  man  wouM 
be  more  eager  than  he  to  reprobate  writings  wherein  any  one  fliould 
deliberately  aflert,  that  the  King  might  govern  without  the  partid- 
pidon  of  the  two  other  brandies  of  the  L^flature — and  he  was  con* 
vinced  that  fuch  dodrine  it  was  impoflfible  that  writer  (hould  ever 
mean  to  inculcate— but  upon  a  mere  curfory  reading  at  the  table, 
the  Hoofe  was  clearly  incompetent  to  decide  upon  the  whole  merits  ; 
for  although  their  indignation  might  be  raided  by  the  dodhine  con* 
tiined,  yet  when  explained  and  illuftratcd  by  the  context,  the  fen* 
timent  might  be  materially  changed.  He  noticed  the  mUlake  of  the 
.Mafter  of  the  Rolls,  which  he  faid  might  eaiily  hafqpeh,  as,  in  (ad, 
fomething  of  diis  kind  had  about  the  time  he  mentioned  beien  pub- 
lifhcd— He,  however,  could  not  avoid  commenting  a  little  upon  tbe  ' 
impartial  xeal  of  gentlemen  on  the  other  (ide  of  the  Houfe  for  the  ho- 
nour of  Parliament-^they  had  had  this  patnphlet  nearly  a  mondi  in 
thdr  pofleflion,  and  yet  could  never  bring  forward  the  accuiation  be- 
fore the  prefent  day,  when  they  interpofed  it  between  the  difcuffion 
of  a  moft  important .  bill  for  fecuring  the  perfon  of.  the  Sovereiga 
againft  feditious  defigns,  and  deiired  that  all  other  urgent  bufinefii 
fiiould  give  way  to  its  conlideration.-— For  thefe  reafons  he  begged 
leave  to  fecond  the  motion. for  adjounung  the  bufinefs  until  Thuif- 
day  next. 

Mr.  ERSKINE  fsud,  he  had  heard  with  con(iderabl6  furprife  the 
amendment  of  his  learned  friend,  which  propofed  that  they  (hould 
not  finifh  the  confideration  that  evening  of  a  mod  wicked  and  flagi- 
tious libel  upon  that  Houfe.  He  was  the  rather  furprifed,  as  that 
learned  gentleman,  from  the  profeflTion  of  which  he  was  fo  great  an 
ornament,  mud  be  in  the  habit  of  coming  to  inftantaneous  decifions 
upon  matters  of  infinitely  greater  difficulty.  Yet  he,  though  by  his 
profeflfion^l  calling  coni^ntly  in  the  habit  of  defending,  felt  on  the 
prefent  occafion  that  he  could  not  difcharge  his  duty  to  that  Houfe, 
his  country,  and  his  confcicnce,  if  he  did  not  now  decidedly  accufe 
at  once  the  writer  of  that  pamphlet,  as  having  emitted  a  foul  and 
atrocious  libel  upon  that  Houfe.  H^next  took  riotice  of  the  prafiice 
in  tfie  courts,  where  a  jury,  with  no  time  for  deliberation,  would 
pronounce  upon  cafes  of  libel,  no  matter  of  what  tendency,  with- 
out adjournment,  and  the  judge  upon  the  bench  pointed  out  the  cir- 
cumftances  of  the  cafe,  without  referring  for  farther  proof  to  a  future 
day.  He  granted  that  when  die  paltry  paragraph  was  firft  read, 
had  be  been  called  upon  to  give  his  opinion,  aye  or  no,  whether  it 
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yftUB  n  Ubd;  he  ihould  have  wiAicd  to  jud^e  of  the  intention  of  die 
^  mnttr  fit>m  the  oootext     Thus  it  was,  diat  fiom  the  tendemds  of 
'  profeflional  life. he  oould  not  biing  his  inind  an  hour  ago  to  Cay  it- 
fyl&iy  ffrhether  it  was  or  was  not  a  libel.-— But  now  he  had  heaid 
.  1^  context^  and  the  fequel  read,  he  was  aftoniflied  how  any  man 
CMtkt  refift  the  fiill  convi6tion  of  its  nature  and  tendency.     He  had 
thought  it  his  duty  to  pay  the  clofeft  attention  to  every  part  o£  it»  and 
'   he  could  not  conceive  how  any  learned  gendeman  oodid  ftand  up  in 
}|b  place^  and  make  either  his  negligence,  if  awake,  or  his  (Kfrefpd, 
)f  a(leep»  ground  for  a  motion  to  teid  that  Houfe  to  fufpend  its  de- 
qCkmIi  efpeciaUy  a  perfon  fo  aceuflomed  as  was  the  learned  gende* 
'  ;  tleniao  to  whom  he  alluded  to  form  a  judgement  upon  the  immeifiate 
•"  ffpeiatioil  of  circumflances  in  evidence.     He  declared  th^t  if  that 
^jioufe  were  impanelled  as  a  Jury,  Mr.  Speaker  fat  as  Judge,  and . 
,    h$  a  Juror  upon  this  bu(ine(s,  he  (hould  difdain  to  go  out  of  Court 
"  Vfion  fuch  a  matter,  but  would  come  foni^rd,  and  gfve  his  venfid 
CWfcitptioufly  and  boldly  on  the  moment«-*he  ihould  he  afhamcd 
M  stdfc  without  having  delivered  it.    For  after  painful  attention  to 
^    the  aintents  he  pronounced  it  to  be  a  more  dangerous  book  than 
liny  he  had  ever  heard  read ;  not  but  there  had  been  numy  of  the 
ki^  tfaoi^  inferior  in  the  d^ee  of  mifchief  inculcated — yet  be 
mourned  thofe  under  whofe  aufpices  fuch  publications  iflued,  that  the 
.    |;0e£U  of  a£lion  and  re-a£lion  were  equal  and  contrary  ;  and  he  pre- 
iSt^edthat  they  mud  produce  bittcmefs,  difcontents  and  heartburn* 
■  itigf  through  the  land,  by  difleminating  the  produce  of  this  abomin- 
gble  and  damnable  prefs.     The  pamphlet  had  quoted,  for  an  ob- 
vious puipofe,  the  reign  of  Charles,  and  had  dwelt  pretty  much 
upon  the  petitioners  on  the  one  fide,  and  the  abhorrers  on  the  other  ; 
and  he  Ciw  the  objed  was  to  divide  the  people  into  two  claflrss  but 
iwhenever  and  wherever  this  had  been  done,  ^rfiether  by  the  clamour 
aboBt  religion  or  politics,  it  was  a  decided  proof,  that  the  country 
(o  circumflanced  tended  irrefiftibly  towards  a  civil  war,  and  a  revo^ 
lution  was  at  no  greatjKftance.     Gentlemen,  who  had  linecure 
places,  and  penfions,  and  official  emoluments,  might  league  tpgc- 
ther  to  afperfe  that  liberty,  which  the^lorious  revolution  eilabliibcd  ; 
and  he  found  that  in  the  pamphlet  juft  read,  the  writer  faid,  that  it 
had  never  otherwife  than  vulgarly  been  termed  a  Revolution.  Where 
coj^d  ^his  ignorant  man  have  lived,  not  to  have  known'  that  it  had 
been  called  fuch  by  Parliament  i  Was  it  not  fo  fiyled  by  Sir  Jofcph 
Jekyll  ?  And  has  it  not  been  continually  voted  the  Happy  Revolution, 
by  which  the  prefent  King  fits  upon  his  throne,  and  without  which 
the  Monarch  would  have  no  more  tide  than  he  had  to  the  Crown  i 
Was  it  a  revoludon,  as  the  book  afiierted^  only  contended  to  be  one 
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hf  wlugs-^N<^  not     This  he  (m  ^imld  piove  a  bitttfr  itXt  -^' ' 
diflcndon^— the  poofde  would  ftand  or  litlU  would  live  or  ditf  udiliir  -^<. 
that  cflablifliinenty  and  he  would  join  them,  not  ovlf  vl4i  yffyt6$f^  f: 
buc  mtb  adUons  i  and,  peiilh  rather  thai^  acknowledge  nxf  oitjii  ^: 
SoverdgQ  than  the  King  of  that  Conftitiidon.     What  are  the  no*  /. 
tioos  of  this  wretched  pa0q>hleteer  ?    Would  he  recommend  by  Aft 
paflage  quoled^  a  King  without  any  of  the  checks  and  liontroki  of  ^  ^' 
the  icmaiBiiig  branches;  a  Monarchy  with  neither  Lords  nor  Coibf  . 
monsy  as  fufficient  in  the  judgement  of  nine-tenths  of  thd  V^^Ofglh  c( 
this  ooundy  ?    Such  calumny  demanded  the  greateft  puniAiBient^ 
lictle  ^  he  was  in  the  habit  of  calliog.  for  fevere  pudifiilxlenti  upon 
ounces  of  this  nature.     But  he  found  a  remarkable  dl^&don  do    . 
the  ocbcr  fide  of  the  Houfe  to  deal  tenderly  with  fuch  meifi  howa* 
ever  rigjorouily  diey  might  be  dUpofed  to  punifh  the  iinpilled'oflSsfOfrf  «^ 
of  the  Correfponding}  the  Conftitutional,  or  any  otbqr  Soeie^- 
Now  we  are  called  1^)00  to  delay  and  defer,  while,  in.theodicroptj 
poiite  cafes,  we  have  motions  crammied  down  our  duMte.     TUa 
too,  at  a  time  when  they  know  tbit  the  voice  of  the  ^people  of  this 
land  18  dedarodly  and  openly  adverfe  to  die  prin^ples  of  die  bills 
they  ii^end  to  prels  thiou^  Parliament.     Now,,  when  the  fahi^ 
pecq^,  who,  at  a  remote  part  of  the  country,  with  glowiiig  faeartt 
crowd  forward  their  addrelles  upon  a  danger  to  the  Sovenagn^'  ief 
wludi  they  have  imperfe^y  beard,  and  haften  to  oppofe  tb^  mea« 
furcswhidiy  by  unneceflaiyfirides,  ufurp  upon  their  ti^Us-ai&e&i 
men.     A  voice,  which  gentlemen  muft  ere  long  unequivocdly  ae4 
knowfed^r,  when  it  (haH  drive  them  to  the  dirty  dilemma  to  whieb^ 
upon  former  occafions,  they  have  reforted,  and  icompel  them  'io 
(nak  out  under  fome  pitiful  fubterfuge,  and  with  all  thetrrabcu(^' 
coined  pomp  of  pbraze,  deal  forth  panegyrics  upon  a  Conflitution^ 
which  their  artifices  have  in  vain  atfempted  to  fobvert. 

To  recur  ID  the  pamfrfilet  and  its  do6faines:  his  ai^gument  was  . 
very  difievent  frMi  the  didfaim  of  this  libellift.  He  maintained 
that  the  lioak  of  Commons  was  not  a  iiibfervient  council  of  the 
Cnnri^  nor  were  its  reprefentatives  the  creatuies  of  a  court ;  diey 
wac  a  diivA  emanation  of  the  people ;  their  vdce  in  the  grand 
council  of  the  nation,  and  the  guardians  of  Britifli  liberty ;  happy 
to  co-opciate  with  a  Kii^ly  government,  under  the  banners  of  the 
Confiittttion ;  but  having  formerly  driven  it  firom  its  place,  fo  r^|9» 
iblved  to  get  rid  of  it  again,  if  it  (hould  ever  rebpfe  into  the  ex^ 
trcife  of  poweni  not  warranted  by  the  original  compadl ;  and  that 
baic  men  were  aiguing  fuch  incmaichments  he  would  infor  from 
the  odious  diflinAions  between  the  people :  on  the  one  hand,  the 
bigbcs  ordeis  were  kept  aloof,  and  arms  put  into  their  hands,  -while 
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the  liberties  of  the  poor  were  every  where  trodden  down.  If  the 
miferable  writer  thinks  to  pleafe  the  Houfe  of  Commons  by  fuch 
folly,  he  is  deceived ;  he  probably  expedb  that  he  (hall  be  flattered 
infteiidof  profecuted.  And  here  he  could  not  but  folemnly  advert 
to  the  convidion  of  the  infcrutable  ways  of  providence,  which  the 
late  meafures  had  imprefled  upon  his  mind.  The  period  was  over- 
hung with  the  moft  awful  gloom  ;  alarms  were  continually  riling 
en  every  fide ;  the  higher  orders  feemed  to  be  feparating  dierofelves 
^ni  the  lower.  He  expe^ed  the  elements  of  fociety  would  be 
decompounded,  and  rcfolved  into  anarchy  and  ruin  ;  that  wretched- 
nefs,  God  be  thanked,  had  been  averted  from  the  land.  Inftcad 
of  thefe  bafe,  fordid,  and  degenerate  notions,  attempted  to  be  in- 
culcated, nobler  and  more  generous  principles  have  been  called  fbitli 
by  the  peril  that  has  menaced  our  liberties  and  our  lives.  The 
alarm  which  had  drawn  many  former  fupporters  from  our  fide  has 
been  proved  caafelefs.  People  will  all  come  back,  and  ftiei^hen 
us  beyond  the* fear  to  be  fubdued*  **  To  the  monarchy  which 
tfiey  love  they  will  be  Jealous  fupporters ;  but  put  fovercignty  on 
any  other  footing,  and  they  will  caft  it  in  your  face ;  nobodjr  will 
be  argued  into  ilavery."  Mr.  Erfkine  faid  he  would  divide  the 
Houfe ;  but  hearing  from  behind  him  that  Oppoiition  had  cieter- 
inincd  otherwife,  he  handfomely  apologized,  by  faying  he  was  but 
a  fimple  Member  of  that  Houfe,  and  muft  therefbrc  be  regulated 
ih  that  point  by  thofe  of  fuperior  weight  and  talents,  whofe  com- 
bined authority  could  alone  give  the  neceffary  efiedl  to  his  opinion. 
He  entreated  Parliament  to  (hew  its  abhorrence  of  the  l>b£r»  and 
not  to  fuflfer  fo  daring  a  calumny  to  go  forth  to  the  public,  with  the 
imprimatur  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons.  Mr.  Erfkine  concluded 
by  movihg  an  amendment,  that  the  word  to*morn)w,  inftead  of 
the  word  Thurfday,  fhould  be  inferted  in  the  modon. 

The  MASTER  OF  THE  ROLLS  explained ;  and  noticing  Mr. 
Erlkine's  expreOion  of  his  condud  as  a  juror,  faid,  if  he  was  im- 
panhelled  in  the  court,  he  fhould  certainly  beg  his  LordAiip's  per- 
miffion  to  withdraw  with  the  pamphlet,  and  was  confident  that  no 
Judge  would  be  found  to  fay,  '^  You  have  heard  it  read,  is  not 
that  enough  ?  If  the  Houfe  were  in  the  fituadon  of  jurymen,  and 
locked  up,  he  faid,  he  muft  apply  to  the  reading  and  examining 
upon  the  fubjeA,  before  he  could  be  enabled  to  pronounce  a  con- 
fcientious  verdidi.  At  prefent  he  could  give  no  ofHnion,  from 
having  only  heard  it  once  read ;  he  therefore  diought  ^t  a  longer 
delay  ought  to  takeplace  before  the  Houfe  came  to  a  dedfioQ. 

Mr.  Serjeant  ADAIR  faid,  that  with  rcfped  to^  diat  ^rt  of 
the  pamphlet  which  had  been  brought  forward,  in  the  firfl  inftanccy 
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he  would  have  vety  little  difficulty  to  fubfcribe  to  the  modon  of 
the  honourable  gentleman;  that  it  was  a  libel  on  the  Conititutiom 
But  if  it  was  diought  proper  to  read  the  whole  of  the  pamphlet^ 
in  order  to  judge  of  its  tendency^  it  was  fair  alfo  to  interpofe  fome 
delay,  in  cHnder  to  ^ve  thofe  who  might  ;iot  poflefs  (harpnefs  of 
car,  or  power  of  attention,  to  decide  on  its  tendency  on  a  firft 
reading,  more  leifure  to  make  up  their  minds  with  refpedt  to  the 
intentions  of  the  writer.  Upon  the  pailage  which  had  been  firft 
read  to  the  Houfe,  he  owned  he  could  not  concur  with  the  ideas  of 
the  right  honourable;  Secretary  at  War,  that  the  aflfertion  it  con* 
taincd  was  an  hiftorical  iadl  in  the  firft  place,  or  a  fpeculative  fa6t 
in  the  iecond  ;  he  denied  this  to  be  ttue,  either  to  an  hiftorian  or 
an  antiquarian.  He  defied  him  to  produce  a*  period  when  >  any 
King  bad  filled  the  throne  without  the  co-operation  of  a  confide- 
rable  body  of  his  fubjeds,  forming,  as  now,  the  grand  council  of 
the  nation.  To  talk  of  a  fpeculative  monarchy,  without  iK>blet 
or  ComnK}ns,  as  it  was  no  where  iti  exiftence,  was  an  abfurdity 
not  to  be  found  in  the  intention  of  this  writer.  In  the  opinion  of 
the  learned  Serjeant  the  monarchy  he  alluded  to  was  that  of  Eng- 
land. It  would  be  ridiculous  to  fay  that  the  pafTage  applied  to  a 
monarchy  exiftir^  fomewhere  elfe.  With  refpeft  to  the  Englifh 
monarchy  it  was  impoflible.  Whether  that  exceptionable  matter 
had  arifen  from  an  intention  to  libel  and  overturn  the  Conftitution 
was  a  different  quefHon.  Feeling  the  utmoft  deliberation  neceflfaryy 
he  thought  the  moriuw  would  find  him  no  better  prepared  to  dif* 
cufs  it  dian  to-day  ;  he  muft  feek  the  pamphlet,  which  he  might 
iwt  readily  meet  with  in  the  firft  place,  and  then  devote  con(idera-t 
We  dme  to  the  perufal.  Nay,  the  only  reafon  he  could  find  for 
the  conduiSt  of  Oppofition,  in  moving  its  confideration  to-morrow^ 
was,  that  a  fecond  day  might  be  paifed  like  this,  and  the  moft  ur- 
gent difcuiTion  of  the  great  bufinefs  before  Parliament  be  idly  pro- 
crailinated.  He  faw  no  nccefTity  for  the  hurry  of  fuch  a  proceed- 
ing; the  allufion  to  the  fpcedy  iffues  in  the"  courts  did  not  apply 
to  the  greater  dignity  which  inveftcd  the  proceedings  of  Parliament* 

Mr.  FOX  faid,  that  it  was  completely  groundlefs  to  fuppofc 
that  he  had  any  wilh  to  prevent  the  Houfe  from  difcuffing  the  mea- 
sure alluded  to.  That  he  was  dcfircus  by  every  means  to  delay 
that  meafure  was  indeed  true  ;  but  he  wifhcd  to  occafion  that  de- 
bf  not  by  a  fide  wind,  but  by  an  open  and  broad  oppofition  in  it) 
different  fbges.  He  need  not  remiixd  the  Houfe^f  what  had  paf- 
fed  on  a  former  occafion,  when  he  ftatcd  in  his  place  what  had 
been  the  unanimous  fcnfe  of  the  Weftminfter  meeting  with  refpeft 
to  thofe  alarming  bills  ik>w  pending  jn  Parliament.     He  was  then 
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tbld  to  wait  for  &\e  refult  of  parochial  meetings^  and  of  meetic^ 
called  by  the  SheriHs.     He  thanked  gentlemen  for  having  apftcated 
to  that  criterion.     The  refult  of  thofe  meetings  was  now  known. 
It  had  been  afkcd^  why  he  hacf  not  brought  on  die  prefent  boHncfs 
before  ?     He  did  not  ^.now  whether  he  (hould  have  biDUght  rt  on 
at  all.     He  conceived  that  dangerous  opinions  might  be  ftated  in  a 
publicfitiony  and  that  yet  it  might  not  be  of  confequence  to  ftfufecute 
the  authors.     But  when  fuch  a  publication  as  the  prefent  was 
brought  forward  to  that  Houfe,  it  was  then  incumbent  on  them  to 
ftew  that  they  were  not  parties  to  Kbels  upon  the  Conftitution,   nor 
the  patrons  of  thofe  by  whom  fuch  libels  were  circulated.     The  ex- 
igence of  the  bilk  formed  another  ground  why  this  publication  fbould 
nbt  be  dropped ;  for  if  it  was  found  that  arbitrary  dodrines  weie 
recommended,  and  if  arbitrary  meafures  were,  in  the  courie  of  be- 
ing adopted  by  Minifters,  he  then  thought  it  of  confequence  that 
the  Houfe  (hould  not  fubfcribe  to  the  opinion  of  the  right  honourable 
Secretary  of  War,  that  the  paflage  in  that  publication,  which  had 
been  particularly  referred  to,  appeared  to  him  to  be  innocent. — 
The  learned  gentleman  (Mr.  Adair)  admitted  it  to  be  a  libel  on 
the  Conftitution,  and  yet  was  an  advocate  for  delay.     Why  did  he 
Slot  narrow  his  condemnation  to  the  do6fa:ines  contained  in  duit  par- 
,  ticular  palfage  ?     Notwithftanding  all  the  partiality  of  Minifters  for 
aihitrary  power,  he  did  not  conceive  that  many  of  dicir  advocates 
would  be  found  to  come  forward  to  fupport  thofe  dodrines.     A  de- 
lay then  was  defirable,  in  order  that  they  might  concert,  in  the  in« 
terval,  whether  any  defence  could  be  fet  up  for  this  palSige^  in  all 
probability  the  produ6lion  of  one  of  their  own  agents.     But,   he 
aflced,  was  this  exceptionable  pafTage  fo  long,  was  it  fo  doubtful, 
that  after  having  heard  it  once  read,  the  Houfe  could  have  any  he- 
fitation  with  refpcdi  to  its  tendency  ?     Did  Minifters  wi(h  for  the 
delay  of  a  fe>v  days,  in  order  to  giVe  notice  to  the  author  of  the  libel 
to  get  out  of  the  way  ?     Did  they  wifti  for  time  in  their  didreflcd 
fiiuation,    in  order  to  palliate  the  atrocity  of  the  libel,   by  fomc 
draining  and  twifting  of  the  other  parts  of  the  pamphlet,  and  juflify 
the  declaration  fet  up  by  the  right  honourable  the  Sccretaiy  at  War, 
that  it  wa&.^«rfe£tly  innocent?  he  declared,  that  it  was  a  libel  of  a 
mote  dangerous  nature,  and  a  worfc  tendency,  than  any  that  had 
been  iflued  by  the  Conftitutional  and  Corrcfponding  Societies.      It 
'Was  not  difficult,  however,  to  perceive  the  tendemefs  of  Minifters 
for  this  libeller  on  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  nor  to  penetrate  into 
the  motives  of  their  condu6l ;  and  he  thought  it  a  bad  omen  for  the 
coontry,  that  while  fuch  difpofitions  were  (hewn,*  it  (hould  be  urged, 
that  not  a  moment  was  to  be  lofl  in  coming  to  a  decliion  on  bills, 
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wbidiy  under  die  pretence  of  giving  greater  feciiritj  to  Hi^  Majef- 
(y's  perfoiiy  were,  in  reality,  calculated  to  (Irengthen  the  hands  of 
Goveroment,  and  overturn  the  privileges  of  the  Conflitution. 

Mr.  HARDINGE  faid,  that  he  was  then  as  ready  as  he  could 
ever  be  to  vote  the  cenfure  of  the  words  ;  he  had  lidened  atten- 
ri?ely  te  the  context,  and  had  perceived  no  part  of  it  that,  ia 
his  judgement,  bad  explained  away  this  calumny,  upon  the  Houfc. 
But  that  he  was  of  opinion,  the  adjournment  propofed  by  his  learned 
friend  (the  Mafter  of  the  Rolls)  would  be  juft  and  wife  for  two 
realbns,  fM,  becaufi:  the  cafe  was  not  of  fo  much  prelfure,  as  tho 
bill  fiv  the  (afety  of  the  King's  perfon,  and  in  the  next  place,  be« 
ciafe  time  would  be  neceflary  to  mark  by  an  attentive  peruial  o£ 
the  whole  work,  how  far  the  writer  of  it  was  blameable  in  the 
txtnA  itfelf,  and  what  cenfure  wvas  due  to  him  ;  for  the  pailagc 
itfelf  might  be  falfe  and  mifchievous  in  the  extreme,  as  he  thought 
it  was,  though  it  might  appear  from  the  reA  of  the  work,  that  he 
who  wcQte  it,  was  no  intentional  enemy  to  the  Government  which 
this  pafiage  had  fo  defamed. 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  faid,  it  was  bis  bufmefc  not 

to  give  any  opinion  as  to  the  nature  of  the  pamphlet,  but  to  receivo 

the  inOrudions  of  the  Houfe*     But  in  juflice  to  the  unknown  fn- 

dividual,  and  from  regard  to  their  own  honour  and  (tignity,  he 

muft  vote  for  the  adjournment  of  the  qucftion.     That  Houfe  wa& 

the  grand  inqueft  of  the  nation.     It  had  been  found,  in  former 

iuftances  of  oomplaints  fent  from  that  Houfe,  that  a  Jury,  a&er  ^ 

long  invefUgation,  had  differed  with  them  in  their  decilion.     Fob 

hiiofetf,  he  declared,  after  all  the  attention  which  he  had  given  Co 

the  pamphlet,  he  could  not,  if  he  was  now  aiked,  give  an  opinion 

whether  he  fiiould  think  itadvifeable  toprofecute. — He  could  nol 

but  confider  the  allufions  of  the  learned  gentleman  oppofite  (Mr* 

Erikiae)  as    highly  inapplicable  to  the  point  at  iduc.-^A  perfon 

bmfii^  here  accufcd  by  the  Houfe  of  Commons  could  make  now 

no  defence,  whereas  the  defendant  in  a  Court  of  Law  was  enabled 

to  derive  the  benefit  of  fuch  talents,    as  thofe  of  the  honour- 

sUe  and  learned  gentleman,  fo  conftantly  exerted  with  the  happitlt 

cfids.     He  could  not,  he  declared,  folemnly  deliver  his  opinion 

now  whether  the  pamphlet  was  or  was  not  a  libel ;  but  he  would 

make  Umfelf  mafter  of  the  fubje^fl,  and  thought  there  could  be  no 

<fi9iaj]ty  in  preparing  gentlemen  to  decide  as  ir  became  Icgtflators 

on  Thurfday.     He  was  glad  to  find  by  alluiicms  called  out  from 

the  introdudion  of  two  bills  into  Parliament,  that  gentlemen  had 

feh  the  value  of  the  Biil  of  Rights  after  three  years  of  ncgled  and 

<icnfi(Ru     He  admitted  the  temporary  infringement  of  tl>is£loTiom 
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provifioiii  and  juftified  it  from  a  neceffity  which  called  for  the  icn* 
mediate  pafling  of  diefe  bills  ;  and  he  adjured  the  Houfe  to  reflcd 
upon  the  mifchiefs  with  which  their  delay  was  pregnant.  He  be- 
lieVed  in  his  heart,  that  nothing  Ihort  of  them  would  prefcrve  our 
political  exigence :  and  if  all  the  dire  calamities  in  his  imagination 
ihould  be  realized,  he  would  fay  liberaoi  animam  tmam.  If  the 
country  be  ruined  for  want  of  fome  fuch  meafures,  that  wifdom  of 
the  Houfe  which  impedes  them  muft  anfwer  for  the  confequences. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  faid,  he  was  ready  to  decline  prcflii^  for 
haAy  decifion,  and  even  to  give  time  for  the  longed  delay.  AVhen 
die  honourable  and  learned  gentleman  profcfled  fo  mudi  anxiety  to 
fet  at  reft  the  public  mind,  by  a  fpeedy  difcuflion  of  die  bills,  it 
was  not  from  any  fair  and  honeft  modve  to  allay  any  agitation 
which  might  arife  in  the  country  from  a  difference  of  fentiment, 
but  in  order  to  prevent  the  manifeftadon  of  the  public  mind,  widi 
refped  to  thofe  bills. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  called-the  attention  ojf  die  Houfe  to  what 
was  the  ftate  of  the  queftion.  A  fyftem  of  unexampled  mifrepre- 
fentation  had  been  employed  out  of  doors,  in  order  to  influence  the 
public  mind  with  refpedt  to  thofe  bills.  He  wiflied  to  prefs  the 
difcuflion,  in  order  to  come  to  a  dear  explanation  of  their  tendency. 
Gentlemen  on  the  other  fide  had  triumphantly  afTumed  the  credit 
of  that  fuccefs,  which  had  followed  from  their  mtfreprefentation. 
They  would^  in  his  opinion,  have  lefs  ground  of  exultation,  if  they 
weighed  the  efltdh  of  that  mifreprefentation,  againft  the  cSk&  die 
naked  h(k  of  the  outrage  upon  His  Majefty,  had  produced  on  the 
plain  fenfe  and  unperverted  feelings  of  the  people^  in  the  more 
diftant  part  of  the  country,  of  which  the  teftimonies  were  to  be 
found  in  the  numerous  addreffes,.  calling  upon  that  Houfe  to  adopt 
additional  meafures  for  the  fecurity  of  the  Sovereign  and  the  Govern- 
ment ;  even  on  that  ground  he  was  not  afraid  to  meet  them,  but 
he  muft  proteft  againft  looking  merely  to  the  number  of  parchments 
prefented  to  the  Houfe.  He  was  not  to  form  his  opinion  merely 
from  the  companfon  of  numbers,  and  the  examination  of  their  im- 
port;  he  muft  judge  from  the  circumtlances  with  i«fhichtbcy  were 
accompanied :  he  muft  confider  how  far  thej'  might  have  been 
obtained  by  a  fyftem  of  calumny,  arnfice,  and  mifreprefentation. 
He  muft  look  to  the  language  of  the  petitions,  in  order  to  decide 
whether  the  bills  had  not  been  prefented  through  a  fiilfe  medium  to 
thofe  who  iigned  againft  them. — He  begged  therefore,  that  gentle- 
men  would  not  imagine  that  he  would  allow  them  to  afllime  un- 
concradi6tcd,  what  was  the  fenfe  of  the  people  with  refped  to  thofe 
bills.     He  propofed  to  fet  afidc  to-morrow  and  Wcdnefday  for  their 
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diicuffion.  He' remarked  on  the  condud  of  thofe  who  had  declared, 
dut  diere  was  no  flage  on  which  they  would  not  think  (it  to  oppok 
diem,  bat  on  the  fccond  reading,  and  allowed  then^  on  that  occa- 
fion  to  pafs  without  debate.  From  this  he  mud  conje6lure  that 
thdr  only  motive  on  the  prefent  occafion  was,  in  order  to  obtain 
dcbjf  and  the  more  incumbent  he  felt  it  to  prefs  the  difcufliony  as 
the  Houfe  could  not  too  foon  decide,  whether  thofe  meafures  were 
ncccflkry  for  the  fecurity  of  the  Sovereign  and  the  prefervation  of 
the  Conftitution. 

Mr.  GREY  (aid,  he  was  too  much  accuftom<!d  to  the  mode  of 
argunicnt  which  that  right  honourable  gentleman  purfued,  to  fed 
much  furprife  at  the  aiTertions  or  at  the  arguments  which  had  fallen 
from  him  ;  and  he  trufted  that  the  people  would  foon  know  him  at 
well.     He  few  very  clearly  what  the  intention  of  Minifters  was, 
inpufliing  forward  thefc  bills  with  the  precipitancy,  with  the  inde^ 
cent  hurry,  which  they  had  manifefted.     The  degraded  and  humi- 
liated (ituation  in  which  the  right  honourable  gentleman  now  found 
himfdf,  had  led  him  that  night  to  aflume  a  tone,  to  hold  a  Ian- 
guage,  high  and  pompous,  in  proportion  to  his  own  weaknefr. 
He  had  talked  of  mifreprefentations ;  he  had  accnfcd  gentlemen  of 
endeavouring  to  miflead  the  people  ;  of  creating  groundlefs  alarms 
againft  bills,  the  objed  of  which  was  to  prcfervcihe  ConlHtution  ; 
and  yet,   after  all,  he  (Mr.   Grey)  would  affcrt,  that  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  dared  not  to  pafs  the  bill :  he  dare  not  en-^ 
force  a  mcafure  which  he  knew  was  reprobated  by  the  people  at 
large.— No,  his  objed  was,  when  thefe  bills  came  into  a  com- 
mittee, to  foften   down  fome  objedlionable  parts  of  the  bill;  to 
Iborten  its  duration,  or  fome  other  expedient  equally  honoi4rabley 
and  equally  worthy  of  that  gentleman's  genius ;  for  to  him  no  re-* 
tradion,  however  difgraceful,  no  equivocation,  however  contemp* 
tible,  would  come  amifs,  provided  he  could  fneak  out  of  his  pre- 
fent fituation.     This  was  his  opinion  from  the  very  firft  intro- 
dudion  of  thefe  bills  ;  but  he  was  firmly  convinced  of  it  from  what 
he  heard  that  night ;  becaufe  whenever  he  heard  the  right  honour^ 
ibie  gentleman  unufually  loud  and  violent,  whenever  he  went 
beyond  his  common  bounds  of  invedive  and  aflfertion,. then  was 
the  Houfe  to  expe£i  fome  difgraceful  conceffion.     If,    in  the 
eommittee,   thefe  bills  ihould  undei^  an  alteration,  and,  by  a 
change,   they  ihould  be  rather  lefs  atrocious  than  they  were  now, 
if  by  thefe  means  the  iHoufe  and  the    people  (hould  be    for  a 
moment  deluded,  then  would  that  right  honourable  gentleman  come 
forward,  arrogate  the  whole  merit  of  the  alteration  to  himfclf,  and 
charge  the  oppofition  with  having  mifreprcfcnted  the  bills,  becaufe  J 
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the  rooft  obnoxious  of  the  claufes  might  not  then  be  found.«^But 
be  drafted  that  the  Houfe  would  not  fufFer  itfelf  to  be  fo  deceived  ; 
they  ihould  look  to  the  two  bills  in  their  prefent  form,  in  order  to 
know  what  were  the  puipofes  of  Minifters,  if  they  could  have 
ffieded  them,  in  order  tx>  develope  that  fyftcm  for  the  fubverfion  of 
fhe  liberties  of  the  people,  which  he  contended  was  carrying  on  by 
adminiftration.  Having  prefled  thefe  arguments  with  much  forccy 
be  adverted  to  the  chaige  which  had  been  advanced  againft  gende- 
men  in  oppofition,  with  having  brought  forward  this  difinifiion  mcre- 
\jf  for  the  purpofe  of  creating  delay  in  the  paOing  of  thefe  bills. 
He  iaid,  t)iiat  with  rtfped  to  delay,  he  was  of  the  fame  opinion 
with  his  right  honourable  friend  (Mr.  Fox),  that  every  thing  which 
(elided  to  retard  thefe  bills  was  fortunate  for  the  country  ;  every 
day  they  were  delayed  was  a  day  gained  to  liberty*  But  that  this 
d^ate  was  brought  forward  for  diat  objeA,  he  utterly  denied,  and 
begged  leave  to  alTcrt  upon  his  word,  as  a  gentleman  and  a  man  of 
^lonour,  that  before  he  came  into  the  Houfe  that  night,  be  had  not 
t)>efligheft  knowledge  that  this  fubjed  was  to  be  difcufled,  and  he 
believed  he  might  venture  to  make  the  fame  aflfcrtion  for  all  his 
bopourable  friends.  Oppofition  had  declared  in  the  firft  inflanoe 
that  they  would  claim  the  privilege  to  difcufs  the  principle  of  the 
bills  on  the  third  reading,  in  order  to  give  ei!ct5l  to  the  call  of  the 
Houfe,  and  aflbrd  every  member  an  opportunity  to  ftate  his  fenti« 
inents  with  refpedt  to  thofe  daring  and  defperate  meafures.  On 
the  fecond  reading,  the  debate  had  been  exprefsly  waved  on  account 
p{  the  abfcnce  of  two  of  his  honourable  friends.  The  only  delay 
^hichhe  withed  was  in  order  that  the  fenfe  of  the  Houfe  might  be 
fairly  taken  at  this  important  crifis. 

Mr.  WILBERFORCE  faid,  that  if  he  entertained  Ac  lame 
opinions  with  the  honourable  gendeman  who  had  juft  fat  down,  if 
be  thought  thefe  bills  pregnant  with  ruin  to  the  Conftitution,  be 
ihould  fed  himfelf  happy  at  any  alteration  which  a  Committee 
might  wSk€  in  them ;  but  the  honourable  gentleman,  by  avowing 
the  contrary,  had  given  great  rcafon  to  fufped,  that,  upon  this  oc- 
cafion,  he  wa^  aduated  rather  by  perfonal  animc^ty,  than  by  any 
regard  to  his  country. 

Mr.  Wilberforce  faid,  that  viewing  the  prefent  poftuie  of 
^fiairs  in  the  light  he  did,  fome  rcftri£live  meafure  appeared  to 
be  neceiTary  ;  but,  at  the  fame  dme,  he  thought  no  more  ought  to 
be  done  than  the  ncccifity  of  the  cafe  called  for.  If  any  gentleman 
could  facisfy  him  tliat  the  Conftitution  could  be  preferved  from  the 
dangers  which  threatened  it,  by  any  regulations  lefs  ftrong  than  thofe, 
he  (hould  with  plcafure  adopt  them  j  becaufcn  wlule  he  wi(hcd  iq 
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maintaiii  die  C)nffitution  on  the  one  hand,  foy  on  the  other,  hi 
wifhed  to  put  the  liberties  of  the  fubje£l  in  as  little  danger  a^ 
poffible.  Whatever  alterations  might  be  introduced,  he  trufled 
that  diere  would  be  non^  to  defeat  their  objedt.  So  far  ds  ihsy 
could  be  adopted,  confiftendy  with  the  attainment  of  that  obje^  they 
fhould  have  his  fupport. 

Mr.  COR  WEN  faid,  It  might,  indeed  be  a  matter  of  fatisfec- 
tion  if  there  could  be  any  reafon  to  hope,  that  the  feverc  mortifica*^ 
tion  which  the  right  honourable  gcndeman  had  experienced,  would 
cure  him  of  his  defigns  againft  the  liberties  of  his  country:     But  not 
being  wananted  by  the  knowledge  of  his  charafter,  and  the  experi- 
ence of  the  uniform  fyftem  of  his  policy,  to  form  any  fuch  expe6ta* 
Hon,  he  felt  himfelf  on  the  prefent  occafion,  called  upon  by  hii 
public  duty  to  expofe  his  views  and  his  principles  to  the  nation  at 
iaige.     He  was  convinced  that  fuch  was  his  rooted  defign  to  over« 
turn  the  Conffitution,  that  though  he  fliould  now  be  forced  to  de(A 
^thoot  having  accompUihed  his  purpofe,   he  ihould  again  have 
him  at  the  fame  work.     He  had  himfelf  taken  all  meafures  to  call 
for  die  fenfe  of  the  country  on  die  prefent  meafures.     He  had  fent 
copes  of  the  bills  into  every  quarter,  and  invited  difcuflion  with  re- 
fpcd  to  dieir  tendency ;  he  was  perfuaded,  that  if  the  bills  pafled^ 
there  would  exift  no  longer  any  fecurity,  eidier  for  their  rights  or 
their  property.     He  meant  to  appeal  to  an  honourable  Secretary 
fDundas)  whom  he  did  not  fee  in  his  place,  and  who  had  declared^ 
that  if  meafures  did  not  meet  the  wi(h  of  the  people,  they  ought 
not  to  pafs.     Let  us  not  then,  faid  Mr.  Curwen,  accufe  ourfelve» 
of  negligence  in  our  duty:  let  us  paufe  till  we  know  the  fentiments 
of  our  conftituents.     I  wifli  only  the  principles  of  the  right  ho- 
nourable gendeman  to  be  appreciated  from  his  anions.     Let  thofc 
a<Sions  be  viewed  in  their  true  colours.     The  period  of  his  adml- 
luftratkm  will  be  found  to  be  the  mod  calamitous  diat  ever  occurred, 
in  the  country.     I  fear  it  will  long  remain  fp  [a  laugti] ;  yes, 
faid  Mr.  Curwen,  I  am  convinced  that  his  meafures  have  laid  the 
foindadon  of  calamities  which  may  lead  to  the  moft  fatal  iffue,  and 
which  the  country  will  long  have  caufe  to  deplore.     Mr.  Curwen 
concluded  by  giving  notice,  that  to-morrow  he  would  move  for  one 
wcA's  delay,  in  order  to  allow  dme  for  the  country  to  exprefs^its 
fenfc  with  refpedl  to  the  bills. 

Thequeftion  for  adjourning  the  coniideration  of  the  pamphlet 
tiU  Thurfiidy  then  pafled  in  the  affirmative,  without  a  divifion. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  then  moved,  that  the  order  of  the  day 
for  goii^  into  a  Committee  on  the  bill  for  the  better  fecurity  of 'Hii 
Majcfty's  peribn,   Ihould  be  poftponed  till  Wcdncfday.     He  in- 
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tended  to-morrow,  if  ^ere  (hduld  be  time  after  the  call,  to  move 
that  the  Speaker  do  leave  the  chair  on  the  bill  for  reprclfing  fedicious 
meetings. 

Mr.  GREY  gave  notice  of  his  intention  to  bring  forward  on 
Monday,  a  motion  for  a  pacification  with  the  prefent  Government 
of  France. 

Mr.  FOX.  The  right  honourable  gentleman  loudly  complains 
of  mifreprefentations  of  the  bills.  He  affirms,  that  the  fenfc  of 
thofe  who  are  faid  to  oppofe  them,  has  nor  been  fairly  taken.  I 
ihould  think  then,  that  delay  was,  in  fome  point  of  view,  moft 
fuitable  to  his  wi(hes,  and  bed  calculated  to  detc£l  the  fallacy.  I 
ihould  think  that  the  more  time  was  allowed  for  inveftigation,  and 
die  greater  fcope  aflfbrded  to  difcuflfion,  the  more  likely  would  truth 
be  to  obtain  a  victory  over  mifreprefentation.  If  there  was  any 
part  where  mifreprcfcntation  could  not  be  expeded  to  be  very  fuc- 
cefsful,  I  (hould  have  fuppofed  it  to  have  been^  in  this  place, 
where  every  proceeding  is  pretty  well  known,  and  pretty  gerKrally 
canvaflfed.  I  think  it  rather  ftrai^,  that  the  mifrcprefcntati(m  of 
thcfe  bills  (hould  have  been  found  to  prevail  exadly  as  there  has 
been  an  opportunity  of  examining  their  tendency.  If  the  rig^t  ho- 
nourable gentleman  ccnceives  this  mifreprefentation  to  have  exifted, 
why  does  he  not  aflfent  to  the  delay  required  by  this  (ide  of  the 
Houfe  ?  I  only  defire  that  the  country  may  have  an  opportunity  of 
examining  that  mifreprefentation,  which  I  contend  to  be  only  the 
true  and  fair  ftatement  of  the  prefent  bills.  If  the  honourable  gen- 
tleman complains  of  what  has  taken  place  in  the  riietropblis  and  its 
neighbourhood,  k  it  likely  that  the  bills  (hould  be  better  underflood 
in  thofe  more  diftant  parts  of  the  country,  which,  as  yet,  they 
have  fcarcely  had  time  to  reach  ?  Yet  to  thofe  parts  of  the  country 
that  right  honourable  gentleman  appeals  for  the  impreflion  which  is 
felt  of  their  neccflTity,  and  the  approbation  given  to  their  contents. 
Have  I  mifrcprefcnted  thofe  bills  ?  I  have  (lated  only  what  I 
ftridly  believe  to  be  true,  and  what  I  now  repeat,  that  I  conceive 
them  to  be  a  repeal  of  the  Bill  of  Rights,  and  tending  to  the  fub- 
verfion  of  the  ConAitution.  It  is  contended,  that  at  thofe  meet- 
ings in  which  they  have  been  oppofed,  the  fcnfe  of  the  people  ha< 
not  been  fairly  taken.  I  appeal  whedier  it  is  likely  that  MinillcTS, 
with  all  their  immenfe  influence,  and  employing  a  fyflem  of  popular 
agents,  beyond  what  ever  has  been  known  at  any  former  period, 
fhould  either  have  wanted  the  power,  or  (hould  have  negleded  the 
means  to  call  forth  the  voice  of  the  people  if  it  had  been  in  their 
favour.  An  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Wilberforce)  attacked 
my  honourable  friend  (Mr.  Grey]  in  a  cenforial  tone,  becaufe  he 
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cxprefTed  no  gratification  in  the  idea  of  the  future  modifications  of 
thefe  bills.     I,  fot  one,  faid  Mr.  Fox^  confefs  that  I  do  not  m(h 
to  fee  them  altered,  becaufe,    if  an  attack  is  to  be  made  on  the 
Conftitution,  I  prefer  that  it  (hould  be  made  openly  and  dire£llyA 
I  wiih,  if  thefe  biUs  are  to  pafs  into  a  law,  that  they  may  pafs  in 
their  prefent  form.     I  wifh  the  enemies  of  our  liberties  may  attack 
them  broadly  and  without  difguifcy  and  not  by  foftening  down  their 
arbitrary  meafures»  and  bringing  only  forward  a  part  of  their  un- 
^conftitudonal  views,  make  the  poifon  more  palatable,   in  order  to 
render  our  deftrudlion  more  fure.     I  would  not  have  the  reprefen- 
titives  of  the  Britifh  Commons  lull  their  confcienCes  aflecp  with  this 
decdtful  opiate,  and  fay  to  their  conftituents,  we  Would  have  die4 
ndier  than  have  pafTed  the  bills  againft  which  you  petitioned  in  theit 
original  form  ;  but  now  they  are  for  altered,  fo  modified,  fo  cor- 
reAed,  that  they  are  fbch,  as  even  you  muA  be  difpofed  to  approve* 
r  aver  that  the  opinion  of  the  country  has  appeared  on  the  prefent 
occafion  more  dear,  more  decided,  more  unanimous,  than  on  any 
udier  public  meafure  which  I  have  wimefTed  in  the  courfe  of  my  po- 
litical life.     If  the  right  honourable  gentleman  is  fecure  that  tht 
great  majority  of  the  country  are  In  his  favour,  why  does  he  not 
ftay  till  he  can  anfwer  tlie  petitions  of  Weftminfter,  Surrey,  Mid- 
dldex,  &c.  with  counter-petitions  from  other  places.^     If,  indeed^ 
the  opinion  of  a  decided  majority  o^  the  country  (I  fpeak  not  of  ^ 
majority  by  number,  but  of  the  great  mafs  of  the  people)  is  in  fa- 
vour of  thofe  bills ;  if  the  people  are  fo  degraded  as  to  prefer  flavery 
to  liberty,   I  will  not  talk  of  rctfring  from  public  life,  but  I  will 
fay,  that  I  can  no  longer  be  a  profitable  fervant  to  fuch  a.  people* 
But  if,  on  the  contrary,  the  fenfe  of  the  great  majority  is  unfavour- 
able to  the  bills,  and  if  I  am  required  to  give  my  opinion,  I  will 
plainly  tell  them  that  they  arc  an  attack  on  the  liberty  of  the  coun- 
try, diat  they  are  part  of  a  fyftem  carried  on  by  Miniftcrs  for  the 
fubverfion  of  the  Conftitution.     If  I  am  alkcd  how  they  are  to  be 
rcfifted,  in  the  prefent  inilance,  I  will  fay  by  peaceable  means,  bf 
petition,  by  remonftrance  ;  but  if  they  have  once  paffcd  into  law^ 
and  I  am  then  afked  how  they  are  to  be  rclifted,   I  will  then  anfwer 
that  it  is  no  longer  a  queflion  of  morality,  but  of  prudence.   I  amrm, 
that  no  attack  which  the  unforrun:ite  family  of  Stuart  made  upon 
Ac  liberties  of  the  Country  was  more  alarming  and  atrocious  than 
that  which  is  intended  by  the  prefent  bills.      I  know  that  by  this 
dedaration  of  fentiment,   I  (hall  fubjed  myfelf  to  mifconftruf^ions, 
but  I  am  prepared  to  brave  them  in  the  diicharge  of  my  duty.     1 
ag?in  repeat,  that  if  the  people  of  England  fubmitto  thefe  bills,  I 
inay  ftiU  retain  my  partiality  (or  mv  countrymen  :  I  (hall  wi(h  thqm 
Vol.  XLllL  Tt 
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all  happincfsy  confident  with  fuch  an  abjeft  ftatc  of  mind—but  I 
can  no  longer  be  a  profitable  fervant  to  the  Public.  Mr.  Fox  con- 
cluded by  moving,  that  the  Committee  on  the  bills  (hould  be  poft- 
poned  till  this  day  fe'nnight. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT. — I  do  not  rife  to  aigue  the  tendency  of 
the  bills.      I  do  not  rife  to  fpeak  to  the  queftion  of  delay;  that  has 
already  been  fully  difcuffed  ;  but  I  fliould  be  afhamed  if  I  went  out 
of  the  Houfe  without  noticing  that  language  which  has  for  the  firft 
time  been  boldly  uttered  by  the  right  honourable  gentleman.      He 
kas  made  a  bold  declaration,  that  if  his  arguments  and  his  mea- 
fures  do  not  prevent  the  parting  of  the  bills,  which  a  great  majority 
of  this  Houfe  conceive  to  be  ncceffary  for  the  fecurity  of  the  pcifon 
of  the  Sovereign,  and  the  prefervation  of  the  rights  of  the  people,  he 
yrill  then  have  rccourfe  to  different  means  of  oppofition.     He  has 
avowed  his  intention  of  fetting  up  his  own  arguments  in  oppofition 
to  the  authority  of  the  Legiflature.     He  has  faid  that  if  he  is  afkcd 
his  advice,  he  will  then  put  the  propriety  of  rcfiftancc  only  on  the 
queftion  of  prudence. — ^Without  adverting  whether  the  confequenccs 
of  this  advice  may  be  followed  by  the  penalties  of  treafon,  and  the 
danger  of  convulfion,  thus  openly  advifing  an  appeal  to  the  fword, 
which  niuft  either  confign  its  authors  to  the  vengeance  of  the  violated 
law,  or  involve  the  countr)'  in  anarchy  and  bloodftied.    If  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  is  prepared  to  rifk  a  fentiment  fo  horrid,  (b 
dangerous,  we  have  at  leaft  to  thank  him  for  the  avowal.     The 
lovers  of  peace  and  the  friends  of  order  will  be  put  upon  thdr  guard, 
when  they  are  informed  to  what  defperate  lengths  the  right  honour- 
able gentleman  means  to  carry  the  conteft.     Without  entering  into 
the  queftion  of  refiftance  in  extreme  cafes,  let  me  tell  him  that  if 
our  fenfe  of  public  duty  induces  us  to  have  rccourfe  to  thofc  meafurcs, 
we  will  not  difplay  any  want  of  firmnefs,  or  of  cnerg}%  wc  will  not 
fuffer  ourfelves  to  be  intimidated  by  his  menaces.      If  wc  feel  it  in- 
cumbent upon  us  to  enaft  laws  fuited  to  the  emergency  of  the  times, 
we  ftiall  not  be  wanting  to  ourfelves  in  the  energy  which  fnay  be  re- 
quired to  enforce  thofe  laws.     We  truft  whatever  attempts  may  be 
made  to  refift  their  operation,  the  power  of  the  laws  themfelves  will 
be  found  fufficient  to  defeat  them,  and  to  vindicate  their  rights. 

Mr.  FOX  rofc  to  explain.'  I  am  not  prepared  to  retra<a  one 
word  of  what  1  have  faid.  They  are  the  fentiments  of  an  honed 
finglifliman:  They  are  thofc  ftntimcnts  for  which  our  forefathers 
(bed  their  blood,  and  upon  which  the  revolution  was  founded ;  but 
let  me  not  be  miftakcn.  The  cafe  I  put  was,  diat  thefc  bills  might 
bcpaffed  by  a  corrupt  majority  of  Parliament ;  and  if  they  arc  paficd 
into  laws,  and  executed  to  tlicir  extent,  leaving  to  the  people  no 
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chance  of  peaceable  and  legal  redrefs,  contrary  to  the  great  body  of 
the  natiop  — If  the  majority  of  the  people  approve  of  thefe  bills,  I 
will  not  be  the  perfon  to  inflame  their  minds,  and  ftir  them  up  to 
rcbeUion  ;  but  if  in  the  general  opini^on  of  the  country  it  is  conceived, 
that  thcfe  bills  attack  the  fundamental  principles  of  our  Conftitution, 
I  then  maintain,  that  the  propriety  of  refiftance  becomes  merely 
the  qucflion  of  prudence.  I  may  be  told  that  thefc  are  ftrong  words  ; 
but  ftrong  meafurts  require  (Irong  words.  I  will  not  fubmit  to  ar- 
bitrary power,  while  there  remains  any  alternative  to  vindicate  my 
freedom. 

The  SECRETARY  AT  WAR  declared,  the  explanation  now 
given,  liad  made  the  fame  impreflion  on  his  mind  as  the  original 
declaration  had  done.  The  right  honourable  gentlcnran  had  de- 
cbrcil,  force  muft  be  ufcd — When  ?  When  it  could  be  brought 
into  ad^ion  with  the  probability  of  fuccefs.  The  right  honourable 
gtmleman  had  brought  the  matter  to  a  crifis  ;  and  it  was  now 
verging  to  that  point  to  which,  in  his  opinion,  it  had  long  tended. 
It  was  alarming  to  the  country,  but  they  muft  fee  it  \  the  danger 
cu^jht  to  be  known  to  them,  and  if  they  did  not  fee  the  dreadful 
pra-ipice  near  which  they  ftood,  in  his  opinion  they  were  loft  for 
ever :  at  leaft  they  had  fair  warning  ;  they  now  knew,  from  the 
unequivocal  declarations  of  the  right  honourable  gentlenrwn,  what 
lengths  would  be  juftified  ;  they  had  time  to  guard  againft  the 
danger,  and  prepare  for  fafety  ;  but  he  would  not  wifh  for  a  dif- 
Iwiourable  fafety,  not  one  gained  by  flight nind  pufillanimity,  but 
by  manly  fortitude  to  meet  the  danger.  Whatever  dcfcription  of 
pcrfons,  faid  Mr.  Windham,  this  declaration  of  the  right  honour- 
•ible  gentleman  may  be  calculated  to  pleafe,  I  will  tell  him,  that 
tberc  are  circumftances  in  our  prefcnt  fituation,  which  require  a 
vigour  more  than  the  law  in  ordinary  times.  [A  call  that  the 
words  fhould  be  taken  down.]  I  will  explain  myfclf,  faid  Mr, 
Windham,  what  I  faid  was  meant  in  a  double  fcnfc.  Firft,  there 
muft  be  flronger  laws  ;  and  fecot^dly,  thofe  law&  muft  be  carried 
into  effect  by  more  efficacious  means,  than  are  required  for  the  or- 
dinary courfc  of  legiflative  pVovifions.  There  c\\[h  on  the  part  of 
Government  a  vigorous  determination  to  fupport  the  laws  againft 
ever)*  attempt  that  may  be  calculated  to  endanger  the  perfon  of  the 
Sovereign,   or  ftrike  at  the  exiftence  of  the  Conftitution. 

Alderman  NEWNHAM  faid,  that  gentlemen  fccmed  to  take 
it  for  granted,  that  at  the  public  meetings  alluded  tOj  there  had 
Ijcen  nothing  but  cool  deliberate  difcuftion.  With  rcfpeft  to  the 
Common  Hall,  the  crowd  was  fo  great,  the  clamour  fo  IncciTant, 
that  it  was  impoflTible  to  decide  what  were  the  fencimcnts  of  thj 
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majority;     Mapy  had  aflented  tq  the  prooeediqgSy  without  ever 
jcnowing  what  were  the  refolutions  for  which  tficy  voted.      Guild- 
hally  it  was  well  known,  was  a  long  building  ;  his  voice  could  not 
reach  above  half  Its  extent,  and  when  he  attexppted  to  ^>eaky  it\ef 
would  not  hear  him  :  nay.  even  his  own  confiituen0  would  not 
hear  Mr.  Lufliington,  who  is  fo  able  a  fpeaker.     The  fame  riot- 
ous conduct  had  taken  place  at  the  Middlefex  meetii^,  where  Mr. 
Mainwaring  had  to  eoipplain  of  si  (imilar  want  of  attention. 
*    Mr.  SHERIDAN  replied,  that   in  each  of  thefe  cafes    the 
opinion  of  the  people  had  been  fully  manifeded.     The  decinon  of 
the  WeAminller  meeting  had  been  confinped  by  the  parochial  meet- 
ings which  had  lince  been  held  ;  ^nd  he  was  confident  that  the  de- 
ciiion  of  the  Common  Hall  would  be  equally  eftabU(hed   by  the 
opinion  of  the  feveral  w^rds. '   With  refpcdl  to  what  he  had  iiated 
that  certain  gentlemen  had  not  been  heard,  he  might  refer  the 
worthy  Alderman  for  an  anfwer  to  the  right  honourable  gendeman, 
who,  in  1784,  had  dated  to  his  right  honourable  friend  what 
muft  be  his  (ituation  of  degradation  with  regard  to  his  conftitucnts, 
when  they  refufed  to  liften  to  his  (entiments.     He  remarked  that 
the  right  honourable  Secretary  at  War  had  that  day  diftinguiflied 
himfelf  in  a  manner  miich  would  not  foon  be  forgotten,  and  he 
trufted  would  not  cafily  be  forgiven.     He  had  faid  that  his  right 
honourable  friend  had  not,  by  his  explanation,  refracted  his  origi- 
nal declaration.      Did  he  expedl  him  to  quibble,  prevaricate^  and 
fhuffle,  like  fome  other  right  honourable  gentlemen  ?     He  ought 
to  have  known  him  better.     He  might  have  expcdled,  from  the 
candour  and  manllnefs  of  his  nature,  that  he  would  repeat  without 
Ihrinking  his  original  declaration.     The  right  honourable  Secretary 
at  War  called  for  a  rigour  beyond  the  law.     When  fuch  language 
was  adopted  in  that  Houfe,  it  might  be  a  qucftion  how  long  the 
freedom  of  difcuflion  might  be  fuffercd  to  remain.    '  His  appreben- 
fion  of  fuch  a  cataftrophe  was  increafed,   when  he  underftood  that 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  converted  the  metropolis  into  a 
garrifon  ;  that  the  foldiers  vvcre  ordered  to  flecp  all  night  at  the 
feet  of  their  horfes,  with  one  foot  in  the  flirrup,  ready  to  be  called 
at  a  moment's  warning.     The  Secretary  at  War,  faid  Mr.  Sheri- 
dan, arraigns  my  right  honourable  friend,  when  he  talks  of  rc- 
fiftance.     But  if  he  does  not  regard  us  as  hypocrites,  what  other 
language  (hould  we  ufe  ?     We  tell  the  country,  that  if  thefe  bills 
pafs  the  Conftitution  is  loft  !     Here  Mr.  Sheridan  repeated  what 
Mr.  Fox  had  (fated,  with  rcfpedt  to  refiftance.     Jf  a  degraded  and 
oppreffedmajority  of  the  people  applied  to  him,  he  would  advifo 
them  to  ae^uicfce  in  tliofc  bills,  only  as  long  as  rcfiflance  was  iffi* 
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pmdent.     They  had  afSrined  that  thefe  bills  wept  dlre^^Iy  to  over^ 
turn  the  Conftitution  ;  if  they  were  lincere  in  that  language,  what 
ocfaer  anfwer  could  thc;y  give  to  the  people  than  t>^at  which  they  now 
avowed  ?     What  contemptible  wretches  rpuft  they  be,  if,  while 
under  the  (belter  of  their  privilege,  they  profefTed  the  meafures  to 
be  calculated  to  overturn  the  Conftitution,  and  infringe  the  Bill  of 
Rights,   they  ihrunk  back,  on  fuch  an  occafion,  from  flating  tha^ 
vhich  they  conceived  to  be  the  undoubted  right  of  the  fubjeA,  to 
reiift  oppreflion,  when  all  legal  means   of  redrefs  were  refufed. 
Good  God,  what  a  (ituation  were  they  reduced  to !  A  corrupt 
majority  was  to  pafs  theie  bills,  which  were  a  par^  of  all  revolu- 
tionary Government  —A  fyftem  of  terror  was  begun,  and  they  wer^ 
to  be  trampled  under  the  feet  of  a  Britifh  Roberfpierre— ?-[a  cry  of 
Hear  him  !  Hear  him !  from  the  minifterial  (ide  of  tlie  Houfe]  YeS| 
faid  Mr.  Sheridan,  the  refemblance  is  too  flriking  to  be  overlooked* 
Roberfpierre,  to  maintain  his  authority,   kept  the  people  ip  incefT 
(ant  alarm  ^bout  plots  and  confpiracics,  which  were  neccflary  tq 
him  to  bind  the  nation  in  ftronger  ihackles — Roberfpierre  could  not 
viGt  the  Mayor  of  Paris  without  hi^  body  guard,  and  Roberfpierre 
put  the  whole  country  under  military  execution,  under  the  pretext 
of  fccurity  to  the  Conditution.     The  tyrant,  however,  could  not 
long  praftife  thefe  arts  with  impunity.     A  whole  people  could  not 
long  endure  a  flavery  fo  dcteftable  frop  a  hand  fd  worthlcfs.     The 
declaration  of  Mr.  Fox  he  implicitly  fubfcribed.      It  muft  be  the 
feeling  of  every  true  Englifhman  ;  of  every  man  who  acknowledgc4 
the  principles  which  feated  the  illuftrious  family  of  Brunfwick  on 
the  throne.     His  right  honourable  friend  had  faid,  that  if  the  peo- 
ple rf  England  were  fo  dead  to  all  their  former  feelings,  that  they 
vi(hcd  for  thefe  bills,  then  he  was  no  longer  a  fit  fervant  for  fuch 
a  people  ;  and  he  had  no  occafion  to  have  nmde  that  declaration  \ 
they  did,  and  muft,, know  the  frame  and  texture  of  his  foul  could 
never  fufFer  him  to  be  the  fervant  of  flavea,  as  they  muft  be  if  thef«i 
bills  paffed  into  laws.     Mr.  Sheridan  concluded,  I  ftill  hope,  that 
the  principles  of  the  Conftitution.   arc  too  deeply  graven  on   the 
hearts  of  Englifhmen  to  be  erafed  by  any  feducement,  and  ftill  lef^ 
by  any  fyftem  of  intimidation.     The  times  are  critical,  no  doubt^ 
but  there  is,  I  truft,  in  the  country,  a  fcnfe.andfpirit  in  the  peoplc> 
which  will  rife  and  prove  equal  to  the  occafion. 

.Mr.  WJLBERFORCE  thought  various  motives  of  conduift^ 
niight  be  attributed  by  different  pcrfons  to  the  gentlemen  of  the  op- 
pose fide.  Some  might  fuppofe,  they  wlthed  only  to  fupplant 
Miniftcrs  without  any  regard  to  the  intereft  of  the  nation.  We  had 
before  h«^rd  o   feceffion  from  Parliament,  at  attacks  upon  the  Con* 
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ftitution  ;  it  was  a  fort  of  parliamentary  language  not  to  be  under- 
ftood  in  its  literal  fenfe,  but  well  underwood  by  the  country  ;  what 
he  rofc  for,  was  to  remark  upon  the  notice  given  by  the  honourable 
gentleman  for  a  motion  for  peace.  He  wi(hed  for  peace  as  much 
as  any  man ;  but  what,  he  afked,  had  thofe  gentleman  to  do  with 
peace  ?  With  peace  in  their  mouths,  what  had  they  in^heir  hearts, 
when  their  tone  went  to  draw  the  fwords  of  civil  difcord  in  the 
bofom  of  the  country  ? 

Mr.  GREY  faid,  that  of  the  finccrity  of  Mr.  Wilbcrforcc's 
wi(h  for  peaces  thofe  would  judge  who  obferved  his  condu<£l.  Of 
the  fincerity  of  his  own  condu6^,  and  of  thofe  with  whom  he  acted, 
the  country,  he  hoped,  would  not  form  a  judgement  from  thefc 
invidious  reflexions  that  had  been  thrown  out.  From  the  princi- 
ple which  had  been  maintained  by  his  right  honourable  friend,  (Mr. 
Fox)  he  would  not  (brink,  and  he  would  repeat  with  him,  that  if 
by  the  Government  of  the  country  meafures  were  carried  into  efTccl 
contrary  to  the  wifhes  of  a  great  majority  of  the  people,  and  def- 
truflfve  of  the  liberties  of  the  nation  ;  and  if  he  (hould  be  afked 
^hy  the  people  Oiould  refrain  from  rcfiftance,  he  would  fay,  diat 
they  (hould  refrain  from  rcfiftance  only  from  motives  of  prudence. 
With  refpeft  to  the  bills  diemfclves,  no  modification  could  mal^LC 
them  otherwife  than  hoftilc  to  the  principles  of  the  Conftitulion. 

Mr.  ROLLE,  ta  (hew  the  fenfe  of  his  conftitucnts,  read  an  ad- 
drefs  to  the  King,  voted  by  them,  and  which  paflcd  with  only  five 
diflentient  voices. 

The  Houfc  negatived  Mr.  Fox's  amendment  without  a  divifion. 

Tuefdayj   24/A  Nn^embir. 

This  being  the  day  appointed  for  the  call  of  the  Houfc,  while 
ftrangers  were  c!:cluded,  we  undcrftand  Mr.  Sheridan  ftated  the 
manner  in  which  the  calls  of  the  Houfe  had  lately  been  trifled  with, 
and  rendered  nugatory ;  and  the  necefllty,  in  the  prefcnt  momentous 
crifis,  of  ftrjdtly  enforcing  the  rule,  however  unpleafant  the  ta(k. 
He  tjierefore  moved,  that  the  Houfe  (hould  be  called  over,  and  gave 
notice,  that  he  (hould  move  to  repeat  the  call  after  a  (liOrt  interval. 
Mr.  Fox  and  Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  feverally  agreed  in  the  propriety 
and  necefiTity  of  this  proceeding,  and  the  call  accordingly  taking  place, 
we  underftand  a  moft  unprecedented  number  of  abfentecs  were  fcr 
down  as  defaulters,  many  of  whom  had  fcnt  no  cxcufes  whatever, 
or  taken  thelcaft  txxice  of  the  call.  On  the  gallery  being  opened, 
the  ftrangers  poured  in  with  fuch  noife  and  tumult  as  induced  fcveral 
members  to  call  out  for  the  gallery  to  be  cleared. 

The  SPEAKER  ftated,  that  it  was  a  (landing  order  tliat  no 
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finngers  be  admitted ;  whenever  any  member  moved  for  the  gallery 
to  be  cleared,  it  was  the  bufinefs  of  the  Chair  to  fee  that  it  was 
a^mplicd  with. 

The  ftrangers  having  withdrawn,  Mr.  Sheridan  vindicated  them 
frcm  any  intention  of  difrdpeft  to  the  Houfe ;  ftated  the  great 
length  of  time  they  had  been  waiting  in  the  lobby,  •  and  urged  the 
iil  appearance  it  would  have  at  fuch  a  crifis,  and  when  fuch  fubjed* 
were  in  difcuflion,  to  fliut  themfelves  up,  and  exclude  the  public 
hf  m  even  hearing  their  proceedings. 

While  ftrangers  where  excluded,  we  underftand  that'  feveial 
pctinons  had  been  prefented.  Upon  our  readmiflion  into  the  gallery, 
ve  found. 

Mr.  CHURCH  defending  the  conduft  of  the  Middlcfex  meet- 
ing. He  faid,  he  had  never  fcen  any"  meeting  more  regular  and 
orderly,  nor  where  the  femiments  of  thofe  compofing  it,  were  more 
fairly  cxprefled. 

Mr.  MAINWARING  faid  that  the  meeting  of  the  county  of 
Middlefcx  had  been  convened  in  confequence  of  a  requifition,  figii- 
td  by  many  refpeflable  charaflers,  among  whom  were  fcveral  of  very 
high  rank.  The  novelty  of  the  fpedlacle  of  fo  many  noblemen 
n^Iing  in  popular  meetings  had  probably  contributed  to  colleft  a 
great  concourfc  of  people.  Two  noble  Dukesj  not  freeholders, 
had  addxefTed  the  meeting,  and  were  heard  with  great  attention.  In 
attempting  to  fpeak  upon  the  fubjedl  of  the  meeting  he  had  not  been 
fo  fortunate,  but  had  been  repeatedly  interrupted.  He  had  endet- 
vTured  to  ftatc  his  difapprobation  of  two  claufes  in  one  of  the  bills, 
ta  when  he  wifhed  to  exprefs  his  convidion  of  the  propriety  of 
ibmc  fuch  meafures,  he  was  not  allowed  to  proceed.  Another  gcn- 
tkrron  who  attended  the  meeting  to  oppofe  the  petitions  was  in  the 
r«ne  lituation,  and  there  did  not  appear  a  candid  difpofition  to  can- 
▼afs  the  bufinefs  with  fairnefs  and  impartiality. 

Sir  W.  MILNER.  was  furprifed  that  the  numerous  attendance 
nwncioncd,  had  been  afcribed  to  the  novelty  of  peers  and  members 
ot  Parliament  appearing  on  fuch  occafions,  and  was  proceeding  to 
-2tc  the  great  number  of  peers  which  he  had  known  preTcnt  at  a 
county  meeting,  when  he  was  called  to  order  as  digreffmg  from  the 
p^ir.t  before  the  Houfe, 

The  SPEAKER  ftated  the  qucftion  before  the  Houfe  to  be, 
'l^^ther  a  petition  from  the  town  of  Ncwcaftle,  againft  the  hills 
^*J^  pending  in  Parliament,  (liould  lie  on  the  table  ?  and  was  of 
pinion,  that  the  matter  alluded  to  by  the  honourable  Baronet,  was 
^lotftricHy  connc(Sed  with  the  qucftion. 

Mr.ERSKINE  faid  that  he  h-vJ  In  his  hand  a  p!e:e  of   parch- 
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Ht^nf,  trhich  he  ^otild  not  ftile  a  j^ition,  ,biit  in  eoinpliance  with 
a  phrafe  employed  by  an  honourable  gentlefViairly  call  a  ibmething. 
As  Mr.  Erfkine  was  about  to  read  the  title  of  the  petition^  he  (bund 
he  had  taken  up  one  which  did  not  belong  to  hiniy  which  occafioned 
eonfiderable  mirth.     Nfr.   Erfkine  faid,  that  jt  was  not  furprifing 
tfiat  when  die  Houfe  was  befet  with  petitions^  in  greater  number 
from  ali  quarters  of  the  cbanifry,  than  he  had  ever  recoileded  on  any 
former  occafion,  againfV bills  fo  alarming  and  deftru£Uve  a  tcndcnoi 
it  was  not  furpriiing  that  he  (hould  commit  the  miftakc.     He  had 
Intended  to  prcfent  the  petition  Without  any  comnicnt  or  previous 
obfenration,  but  from  the  caluninious  and  invidious  remarks  which 
It  was  cuftomary  to  apply  to  petitions  of  a  (imilar  nature,  he  found 
it  neceffiuy  to  fay  fomething.     He  had  received  it  from  *the  pcrfon 
whofc  name  firft  appeared  in  the  fubfcription  to  it,  and  who  had 
been  chairtnan  of  a  meeting  where  it  had  been  adopted,  while  fuch 
meetings  were  yet  lawful,  or  allowed  to  be  held.     It  had  alread}' 
been  anticipated  in  the  cpurfe  of  the  evening,  that  this  pcrfon  was 
neither  in  trade,  nor  a  native  of  this  country.     With  rcfpeft  to 
thcfe  points  he  could  not  decide.     He  knew  he  was  the  brother  gf 
a  moft  refpe£lable  peifon  whom  he  had  occafion  \o  know,  and  he 
had  understood  him  to  be  bis  partner  in  trade.     It  had   likewifc 
been  dated  that  this  petition  could  not  be  filled  the  petition  of  the 
bankers  of  the  city  of  Londori,  as  none  of  that'defcription  had  Tub- 
(bribed  it.     Whether  this  was  the  cafe  he  could  not  tell,  nor  did 
he  think  that  there  was  aiiy  peculiar  honour  or  dignity  annexed  to 
the  nanheof  banker,  which  could  have  led  the  petitioners  to  affumc 
it.     He  had  firft  looked  at  the  language  of  the  petition  to  be  inform- 
ed whether  the  terms  in  which  it  was  couched  were  proper  and  rcf- 
pcdlful  to  the  Houfe,  and  fuch  as  a  member  of  Parliament  might 
pfefent  with  credit,  and  he  had  found  it  in  every  way  fuitable  to  the 
dignity  of  the  Houfe,  and  to  the  importance  of  the  occafion.     Ic 
was  figned  by  upwards  of  29000  peHbns.     He  had  been  greatly 
aftoniflied,  upon  his  being  aikcd  what  was  the  title  of  the  petition  ? 
and  on  his  anfwcring  that  it  was  the  petition  of  the  merchants, 
bankers  and  others  of  the  city  of  London,  to  be  told  the  fefi  which 
had  been  infinuated  already  againft  the  petition,  and  the  perfons  by 
whom  it  was  fubfcribed.  He  believed  the  charafler  and  the  views  of 
the  petidoners  to  be  perfedtty  proper  and  conftitutional.     Mr.  Wad- 
dington,  the  chairman,  to  whom  he  had  already  alluded,  had  fome 
months  (ince,  upon  the  rumour  of  a  threatened  invafion,  cnrdlcd  him- 
fclf  in  the  Southwark  cavalry,  and  though  nothing  in  his  diaraftcr 
afforded  room  for  fufpicion,  he  had  beeii  difmiffcd  from  the  fervicc, 
upon  thelingle  circumfiance  of  having  (igned  his  name  to  an  advcr- 
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takmcatf  calling  z  meeting  to  confidcr  of  thepxipriety  of  diefebilby 
which  (bike  lat  the  root  of  the  Conftitutbn.*  Such  a  faiA  aigned 
in  the  ftrongeft  maimer  the  mean  and  odious  jealouiy  of  the  men 
b}'  whom  thefe  corps  were  dire<£tedy  with  refpe^t  to  the  condudl  of 
thofe  who  (hew  themfdvcs  courageous  enough  to  oppofe  unconftitu- 
tional  meafures.  He  concluded  with  moving  that  this  Petition  «f  ' 
the  under(igned  merchants,  bankers,  and  other  inhabitants  of  the 
city  of  London,  be  brought  up- 

On  Ac  queilion  being  put. 

Alderman  NEWNHAM  faid,  that  the  petition  did  not  exprefs 
the  fentiments  of  the  defcription  of  perfons  that  were  ftated- to 
fign  it.  ,  •    : 

Alderman  LUSHINGTON  obferved,  that  die  honourable  and 
learned  gentleman  had  aSed  con(titutionally  in  {Nftfenttng  .the  pet^ 
tion ;  but  he  felt  himfelf  bound  to  remark  on  the  uniair  influenbe 
ufed  to  obtain  this  petidon.  The  perfons  faid  to  fign  it  will,  he 
(aid,  (hortly  petition  for  the  bills  ;  and  it  will  appear  that  the  far 
more  refpeftable  part  of  the  merchants,  bafikers,  manufadlurerSy 
andhoufeholders,  took  no  part  in  this.bufinefs.  It  was  wife  to  ^- 
vert  to  general  principles ;  and  he  would  afk,  were  not  the  fectiritjr 
and  dillribution  of  property,  not  univerfal  fuffirage,  as  was  the  theoty 
now-a-days,  the  bafe  of  the  focial  compa\A,  and  of  the  G)nititudbh 
of  this  country  r«^*Such  was  the  opinion  of  our  anceAots.  And  if 
the  general  fenfe  of  the  nation  was  taken  on  the  bills,  he  was  certain 
^t  three- fourths  of  the  people  of  property  would  be  favourable  Co 
them.  He  was  certain  that  three-fourths  of  the  defcription  of  per- 
ions  (aid  to  have  figned  the  petition,  were  of  the  fame  mind ;  and, 
he  trufted,  when  the  real  petition  of  the  bankers,  &c.  would  come 
forward,  that  it  would  have  all  the  influence  due  to  it. 

Sir  BENJAMIN  HAMMETT  faid,  that  if  the  petition  ^-as 
difcorercd  not  to  have  the  refpeQablc  fignatures  which  it  was  (latod 
i*  tud,  that  the  Houfe  ought  not  to  receive  it.  He  was  warrantai 
to  fay,  that  the  perfons  who  (igned  this  had  figncd  other  petitions  in 
diSerenC  places.  In  the  meeting  where  a  petition  was  agreed  upon, 
every  mifreprefentation  was  ufcd  -,  and  while  tlicy  argued  for  the  li« 
berty  of  the  prefs  and  fpcc:ch,  lie  was  denied  tlie  liberty  of  fpeaking 
there,  tbou^  he  was  fure  nobody  had  any  pcrfonal  diflike  to  him. 
He  imagined  a  right  honourable  gencitrman  in  oppofition  to  him  mea^t 
well ;  but  he  was  free  to  fay,  that  if  his  inflammatory  fpeeches  zAa- 
«ed  the  public. mind,  he  would  not  be  able  to  oppofe  the  progrefs  ^f 
(edition  exCited  by  himfelf.  Such  was  the  cafe  of  Lord  George 
Gordon  in  the  year  1780  ;  his  Lordfnip  told  him  (Sir  Benjamin 
Harnmett),  that  he  could  not  rcltrain  the  fury  of  tbo;  mcb-     B« 
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vUhed  to  warn  the  right  honourable  g^tleman  againft  fudi  httA 
fequences*  He  was  requeued  by  his  oonfiituents  to  prvfent  an  hum- 
ble  Addrefs  to  Hisj  Majcfiy,  praytng,  that  fome  fuch  segulatioiis  as 
thole  in  the  bills  might  be  made  for  the  fecurity  of  Monarchy  and 
the  Conftitution.  He  was  furc  the  majority  of  the  city  were  friendlT 
to  the  bills  ;  and  he  hoped  the  Houfe  would  not  receive  tbe  petition 
before  diem  as  the  fenfe  of  the  bankers  of  London ;  for  he  was  cer- 
tain that  not  a  fingle  banker  (igned  it. 

Mr.  Serjeant  ADAIR  faid  ne  would  not  difcufe  the  point  irke- 
^tber  the  Petitioojvere  figned  by  the  bankers,  merchants,  &c.  of  the 
city  of  London,  from  whom  it  was  faid  to  come.     It  was  enough 
that  it  was  the  Petition  of  a  great  many  of  the  inhabitants  of  London, 
who,  whatever  was  their  iitiution  were  entitled  to  petition  the  L.c- ! 
g^ttire.     He  meant  to  advert  to  the  obfervatbn  of  a  learned  gen- 1 
tleman,  who  faid  diat  it  had  been  obtained  at  a  public  meeting, ! 
while  fuch  meetings  were  not  illegal.     He  hoped  he  would  never  I 
fee  the  day  when  fuch  meetings  were  illegal.    No  concluiion  of  this 
<kind  could  }uftly  be  diawn  from  any  meafure  now^  depending  in  diis 
Hotife.     This  circumihQce,  however,  was  one  of  the  mifreiMrefen- 
tations  which  had  been  fo  frequent.     He  was  fure  that  the  bills  in 
dependence  woidd  never  take  away  the  right  of  petidoning  or  aflcni- 
bling  in  fuch  meetings.     He  did  not  fo  much  doubt  whether  the 
Petition  expreifed  the  true  fentiments  of  the  merchants,  bankers,  &c. 
as  of  the  perfons  by  whom  it  was  ligned,  many  of  whom  mig^t  have 
been  deceived  by  tbe  falfe  account  they  received  of  the  meafures  againfl 
which  they  remonAratcd.    He  would  never  allow  fuch  mifrcprefen- 
.tations  of  the  principle  and  intention  of  the  bills  to  pafs,  without  az^ 
attempt  to  reftrain  and  to  expofe  them. 

Mr.  FOX  faid,  that  icvcral  things  had  been  obferved'in  th^ 
oourfe  of  the  debate,  which  he  could  not  permit  to  pafs  without  no^ 
tice.  He  had  heard  infinuations  againft  the  conduct  of  noble  Duke^ 
appearing  in  public  meetings,  and  the  novelty  of  fuch  behaviouri 
This,  however,  was  not  the  firft  inftance  in  which  Peers  and  ^femj 
bcrs  of  Parliament  had  taken  a  (hare  in  county  meetings.— -In  i  7  8  oi 
fuch  meetings  had  been  very  frequent,  and  had  proved  highly  ufefu} 
By  ihp  influence  they  obtained,  and  the  fpirit  they  excited,  he  vv^ 
convinced  that  they  had  tended  to  abridge  by  at  leaft  a  year  or  t^^di 
the  duration  of  a  cruel  and  impolitic  war.  Similar  meetings  ha^ 
on  various  occaiions  been  held,  and  he  would  defy  any  man  to  denj 
the  advan^ges  refuiting  from  them  to  the  country.  It  had  bec^ 
•faid,.  that  alarms  had  been  fprcad  concerning  the  tendency  of  tli 
bills  now  pending  in  Parliament,  and  that  -thefe  meetings  were  cal 
*culated  to  iafiame  and  to  irritate  the  minds  of  the  people  again! 
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oiofures  of  no  ferious  oonfequence  to  their  liberties  ^d  the  Con- 
IHtutioo.  He  could  nor  but  recolle£l  the  zeal  and  afiivity  which 
had  been  exerted  to  fpread  alarms  without  doors  concerning  the  ten^ 
demy  of  his  India  bills. — One  gentleman  (Mr.  Bitr)when  ai]guing 
agdnft  that  nieafurei  had  boldly  avowed,  that  he  would  emfiof 
every  means  in  his  power  to  fpread  alarm  among  the  people ;  ind, 
while  he  recoUedted  this  circumftance,  it  was  with  the  utmoft  &-. , 
tuiadiMi  he  recolleded  the  anfwer  he  then  returned.  That  it  was 
the  doty  of  every  Member  to  explain  to  his  oonAituents  the  nature 
of  thafe  meafures  by  wUch  they  were  to.  be  afleAed.  In  no  litua-, 
tkm  in  which  he  haul  been  placed,  had  he  foiigot  or  ceafed  to  refpeA 
At  ri^t  of  the  fubjed  to  invefiigate  public  affairs,  nor  did  he  at- 
tempt to  dieck  that  difculTion,  when  it  threatened  to  be  unfavour- 
able to  die  meafures  which  he  propofed,  and  which  he  was  convinced 
weze  advantsigeous  to  the  country.  Now  he  confidered  it  as  a  fymp- 
torn  of  the  decay  of  the  principles  of  the  ConlKtution,  when  fince 
Aeyear  1780,  fuch  a  revolution  had  taken  place  in  the  fentiments, 
and  fuch  an  alteration  in  the  language  of  gentlemen  upon  this  im- 
portantpoint.  He  had  likewife  heard  with  adonifhment  the  attempts 
which  had  been  made  to  detra6l  from  the  weight  of  that  almoft  uni- 
verial  public  difapprobalion  by  which  the  bills  had  been  condemned. 
It  was  roundly  afierted  fhat  other  petitions  would  come  forward  to 
flxintcna  the  influence  of  thofe  already  prefcnted.  Of  this  the 
Houfe  knew  nothing ;  it  was  an  abfurd  and  ridiculous  preference 
of  fpeculation  to  iadls,  which  it  was  prefumptuous  to  indulge.  A 
woithy  Alderman  (Lufhington)  had  faid,  that  the  public  refolutions 
and  opinions  of  a  public  meeting  of  the  Liverymen  of  the  City  or  of 
the  freeholders  of  a  county,  would  be  cfFeftually  oppofca  by  the  furcr 
mode  of  colleding  their  individual  opiniohs.  But  will  he  pretend 
that  the  fcnfe  of  the  electors  of  Wcftminftcr  was  not  fairly  d)tained 
at  a  public  meeting  ?  Will  gentlemen  fay  that  their  appeals  to  par- 
ticular parifhes  were  more  favourable  to  their  wiflies  tluin  the  gene- 
ral declaration,  or  that  they  have  1)ecn  more  fuccefsful  in  the  detail 
than  they  Iiad  beeri  in  the  grofs  ?  It  was  really  increiriblc,  he  faid, 
(hatgentlemen  fhould  blind,  not  merely  their  underdanding  againfl 
t^le  reception  of  truth,  but  even  againft  the  teftimony  and  demon- 
f'ndon  of  their  fenfes.  It  indicated  a  perverfenefs  of  mind,  which 
^ould  hear,  and  f(^,  and  judge  of  nothing  which  was  unwelcome, 
and  in  fpitc  of  the  cleared  evidence,  which  doubted  of  every  fiwJl 
Alt  was  difagreeable.  Will  they  tell  me,  faid  Mr.  Fox,  that  three- 
teurthsof  the  inhabitants  of  Wcftminftcr  arc  not  againft  thefe  dc- 
tcfable  bills,  without.  contradi<9ing  my  very  fenfes?  The  oppofers 
tt  the  bills  had  been  guilty  of  mifreprcfcntation.— Be  it  fo,  for  tht 

Uu  a        • 
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fake  of  su^iumenty  faid  Mr.  Fox.    They  tell  us,  that  odier  petitions 
^U  appear,  and  teftify  a  different  fenfe  in  the  people.     This,   at 
leaft,  was  a  more  powerful  reaf<iii  for  delaying  the  prpgrc£s  of  die 
biUs  till  thefe  a6l\ially  were  brotight  forward.    It  had  been  faid  b^  at 
leacoed  friend  of  his  (Mr.  Serjeant  Adair),  that  thefe  very  pelacions 
did  not  fpeak  the  fenfe  of  thofe  who  iigned  thero. — This  was^   at 
once)  and  without  proof,  to  take  up  a  particular  cafe,  inftead  of  the 
general  prefumption.    His  learned  friend  (Mr.  Serjeant  Adair)  had 
accufed  his  learned  friend  near  him  of  mifreprefenting  the  ibope  of 
the  bills  when  he  faid  that  fuch  a  meeting  as  that  from  which  the  P&> 
tidon  was  ptdentpd  could  not  take  place  were  the  bill  palTed  into 
a  law.     Widi  the  explanation  he  had  repeatedly  given,  he  would 
plead  guilty  to  this  accufation.     He  had  ftated,  he  faid,  that  in  Uadt 
a  meeting  no  matter  could  be  difcuffed  freely,  or  to  any  effefl.  Tbcy 
might  meet,  no  doubt,  but  how  long  i  No  longer  than  till  the  Ma- 
giftrate  thought  fomcthing  improper  had  been  done — on  which  be 
mightsdifperfe  them,  and  prohibit  them  from  coming  to  any  refolu* 
tion.    It  muft  be  admitted,  therefore,  that  no  mifinterpretadofi  had 
taken  place,  but  that  it  is  indubitably  true  that  a  meeting  in  fuch  a 
(ituation  is  merely  a  nominal  privilege,  and  that  the  efficient  impor- 
tance or  utility  of  it  is  entirely  done  away.    Witli  regard  to  the  rc- 
fponiibility  of  the  qfiagiilrate  a  difference  of  opinion  refted,  but  none 
as  to  his  right  of  interference.    Why  then  flatter  or  delude  men  witfi 
the  idea  that  they  have  the  right  to  meet  and  deliberate  when  its  ex- 
ercife  depends  on  fo  precarious  a  footing  as  the  virtue  or  the  caprice 
of  the  fuperintending  magiArates  ?  Was  it  ever  contradided  that 
this  was  the  cafe  ?  Whatever  might  be  the  degree  of  refponlibility, 
it,  was  undoubtedly  true  that  the  meeting  might  be  diifolved.     Mr. 
Fox  was  proceeding,  when  he  was  called  to  order,  and  it  was  ftated, 
that  the  argument  into  which  he  had  gone  was  irregular. 

The  SPEAKER  obfervcd,  that  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
animadverted  on  what  had  fallen  from  gentlemen.  However,  he 
would  fubmit  it  to  the  Houfe,  whether  he  had  not  gcmc  too  far, 
when  the  queftioo  was,  that  the  Petition  do  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  FOX  Tcfumed — When  he  was  called  to  order,  it  was  his 
duty  to  exculpate  himfclf  from  the  charge  of  diforder.  He  would 
put  the  cafe  thus:  It  was  lUted,  that  Mr.  Erfkinc  had  been  guilty 
of  niifrcprcfentation,  becaufe  he  feemed  to  fay,  that  if  the  bills 
were  paffed  into  laws,  no  fuch  meetings  as  voted  the  petition  could 
be  lawful.  He,  (Mr.  Fox)  endeavoured  to  flicw  that  this  was 
no  roifreprefrntation,  but  really  true ;  for  if  meetings  were  defeated 
in  their  obje6>,  by  the  difcretionary  power  of  the  magiftratc,  this 
|i  as  a  thing  incontrovertible :  and  if  bis  aiguing  the  cafe  fubjedicd 
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MfD  to  the  hn^mtadoh  of  (fiforder,  he  freely  fidiTcribed  to  tfie  cfaaige. 
The  difl&rBiicc  between  him  and  die  learned^eijeant  was  fo  mtflute, 
to  trifling,  that  it  was  unworthy  the  atten^on  of  any  body,  nnjdi 
Icfsof  a  gentleman  diftinguiihed  for  profeffional  aUlides  and  talents. 
He  would  repeat  it — that  if  meetings  were  to  be  diflfolved  at  the 
pleafure  and  dtfcretion  of  magiftrates,  there  was  an  end  to  the  free- 
dom of  piMk  difcuflfion.  So  far  from  this  affertion  being  a  ihifre- 
picfentation,  it  was  a  truth  that  created  alarm  in  this  part  of  die  me- 
tnqioKs,  and  trough  the  whole  kingdom. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  declared,  that  anxious  as  he  was  that 
the  debate  might  not  be  unneccffiurily  prolonged,   and  that  die 
HoQfe  might  form  themfelves  into  a  Committee  to  difcufs,  clatife 
fay  daufe^  the  fcrious  provifions  of  the  bill,  at  which  period  he 
(hould  call  upon  gendemeii  to  fhevv  how  it  could  produce  diofe  dan^^ 
gnous  canfequences  which  had  been  attributed  to  it ;  yet,  when  he 
heard  the  ri^t  honourable  gendeman  (Mr.  Fox)  addrefs  fo  much 
of  his  fpcech  to  him  in  particular,  he  declared  that  he  could  not 
remain  (iknt ;  more  efpecially,  as  it  was  evideht  that  thefe  preli- 
nunary  difcufHons  were  intimately  conneAed  with  the  merits  of  the 
bill.     The  right  honourable  gentleman  fays,   that  it  is  now  the 
{ubjcA  of  complaint,    that  he  and  his  friends  are  fpreading  an 
ahorm,  at  the  fame  time  that  he  reminds  me  of  a  period  (during]the 
dlfniQion   of  the  Eaft- India  bill)  when  I  wifhed  to  fpread  an 
abum ;  but  I  defire  diftindtly  to  ilate,  that  the  ground  of  my  com- 
plaint is,    not  that  any  gentleman  who  fees  in  this  bill,  what  to 
Mm  appears  injurious  to  the  liberties  of  this  country,  fhould  wiih 
to  aioufc  the  attention  and  jealoufy  of  his  conitituents :   but  the 
complaint  I  have  to  make  is,  that  any  methods  (hould  be  adopted 
to  prevent  the  people  of  this  country  from  forming  a  fair  and  im- 
partial judgement  refpecling  thcfe  bills,  and  from  exprefling  their 
(mfe  of  them,  as  the  rcfult  of  this  impartial  examination.     The 
charge  I  have  no  produce  againfl  the  gentlemen  in  oppoiirion  to 
thcfe  bills  is,  6rft,  that  the  means  they  make  ufe  of  for  fpreading 
an  alarm,  is  mifreprefentation  ;  and,  fecondly,  that  this  alarming 
of  the  people,  is  attempted  for  the  exprefs  purpofc  of  routing  them, 
if  pracVicable,  to  a  fpirit  of  refinance;  of  this  we  complain,  nor 
Ihall  we  ccafc  to  complain,  that  thofe  gentlemen  who  exprefs  fuch 
peculiar  anxiety,  for  the  interefts  of  the  people,  for  the  welfare  of 
the  country,   and  fuch  a  regard  for  the  privileges  of  Parliament, 
that  thofe  who  profefs  to  adopt  Whig  principles,  and  to  imitate  the 
prafiice  of  our  anceftors  at  the  rime  of  tlic  revolution— becaufe  our 
anceftors  had  recourfe  to  forcible  refi(kince  againfl  a  King,  who  was 
^(gainft  all  law,  and  who  bad  violated  the  ConfUtution  of  the  coun- 
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try ;  that  g^emen  piofcfling  to  aft  upon  fudi  piindples,  (hoidd 
attempt  to  ftir  up  refiflance  to  a  King  afting  with  the  advice  and 
ooncurrence  of  his  two  Houfes  of  Parliament ;  I  defy  thefe  gientle- 
man  to  (hew  the  confiftency  of  fuch  a  condud  with  die  principles 
and  pradice  of  thofe  whom  the7  profefs  to  make  the  objeds  of  their 
imitatbn.    We  alfo  complain  that  the  alarms  attempted  to  be  xaifed 
have  been  by  means  of  mifreprefentation.     This  he  etemfdified  in 
what  had  taken  place  at  fome  of  the  meedngs  in  the  North  of  Eng« 
landy  as  well  as  near  the  metropolis;  alfo  in  the  language  pot  infio 
Ae  mouths  of  fome  of  the  petitioners  againft  the  bills.     The  ri^t 
honourable  gendeman  has  brought  up  a  petition  from  the  journey- 
men taylors  of  London ;  a  petition  which  exprefsly  ftates,  that  the 
jdomeymen  taylors  are  under  the  neceflity  of  applying  to  the  Houfe 
againft  the  bills,  becaufe,  if  they  (hould  pafs  into  laws,  it  would 
Biake  it  illegal  for  them  to  meet  on  the  concerns  of  their  trade — a 
moft  unfounded  fuppolition^  and  groundlefs  alarm!     Another  large 
and  induftrious  clafs  of  people  in  this  metropolis  (the  weavers) ; 
but  a  clafs  with  whom  it  is  no  light  matter  to  tamper,  have  had 
hand  bills  diftributed  among  them  to  procure  a  meeting,  wherein 
die  alarm  is  attempted  to  be  given,  that  (hould  thefe  bills  pafs,  it 
would  be  illegal  for  them  to  meet  for  an  increafe  of  wages.     Such 
are  the  wicked  and  dangerous  artifices  to  beguile  the  unwary!     He 
aMb  adverted  to  papers  diflributed  in  different  parts  of  the  country^ 
vdiich  ihted,  that  thefe  bills  went  to  prohibit  the  meetings  of  private 
families,  and  that  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  oppofed  the 
bills  on  this  gmund*^     In  the  original  opening  of  the  bill,  he  had, 
indeed,  flated,  that  one  claufe  went  to  prohibit  meetings  called  to- 
gether by  public  advertifement,  for  poljtical  difcufTions,  without 
giving  notice  to  a  Magiftrate,  if  fo  many  above  the  itated  number  of 
the  family  were  prefent;  but  that  claufe  it  was  propofed  to  omit. 
But  to  fay  that  either  of  thefe  bills  went  to  prevent  private  families 
fifom  meeting,  without  giving  fuch  a  public  advertifement,  was  a 
downright  calumrf^     He  obferved,    that  hardly  a-  day  paflfed  in 
which  fome  one  or  other  of  the  gendemen  in  oppofition  did  not  re- 
prefent  the  bill  as  a  redraint  upon  the  right  of  petitioning  the  Legi- 
flatnre  ;  yea,  they  ftated  it  to  be  an  cxtindtion  of  the  right  of  the 
fubje^  to  petition  ;  at  the  fame  time  that  the  bill  allows  all  the  ex- 
tent of  petitioning  by  which  our  anceftors  made  known  to  Parliament 
their  wiflies  or  complaints.     Every  meeting  convened  by  Lords 
Lieutenants,  Cuilodes  Rotuloriim,  or  Magiftrates  was  exempted 
from  the  operations  of  this  bill,  and  others  were  limply  put  under 
certain  regulations,  and  by  no  means  were  pronounced  illegal.     He 
muft  obfer\'e,  however,  that  ielf-^created  meetings  were  unknown 
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ID  our  anceflocs;  meetings  whieh  have  endeavoured  to  propagate 
French  revalutianar7  principles,  formed  upon  the  plans  of  the  Ja  * 
oobiiie  ddbSf  and  adopting  their  very  phrafes  of  affiliated  ibcietie$y 
honoufs  of  the  fitting,  &c.     He  alfo  noticed  another  mifreprefenta- 
ciooy  which  was,  that  whatever  difcretionary  power  the  bill  would 
give  to  a  Magidrate,  was  a  diredt  invafion  of  the  right  of  the  fuh- 
je£L     He  allowed,  that  when  this  claufe  came  to  be  difcufled  in  the 
GHnmitteei  it  would  be  a  matter  of  wifdom  to  proceed  with  all  due 
caution.     He  had  been  tdd,  that  an  honourable  gentleman  oppo* 
fine,  had  known  him  a  good  while,  and  that  ftom  thence  he  iflh- 
ferred,  that  the  eagemefs  with  which  he  had  defended  the  principle 
of  the  bill  covered  a  wi(h  to  inttodoce  fome  modifications  of  its 
daufet.      But  was  it,  he  afked,  to  the  difcredit  of  any  Membet 
who  hiought  in  a  bill  upon  any  matter  of  importance,  that  he  either 
changed  his  opinion  as  to  the  propriety  of  Ibme  particular  daufes, 
or  acquiefced  in  the  opinions  of  others  i  He  faid,  that  when  the 
Hoofe  went  into  a  Committee  on  that  claufe,  and  were  endeavour- 
ing to  check  ibcieties  that  might  be  dangerous  to  the  Conftitution, 
it  would  be  advifeable  to  leave  as  litde  as  poifible  to  the  difcretion 
of  the  Magiftrate ;  but  even  taking  this  difcretionary  power  as  it 
now  flands,  thofe  who  had  firft  brou^t  in  the  bill,  propofed  to 
render  die  Magiftrate  refponfible  for  the  exexdfe  of  it.     He  declared 
himfelf  ready  to  meet  the  fiatement  of  the  right  honourable  gentle* 
man,  that  diough  the  bill  did  not  literally  deA'roy  the  privilege  of 
holding  public  meetings,  yet,  in  fad,  it  rendered  the  exerciPe  of 
dm  right  abortive.     This  was  an  argument  which  went  upon  the 
aflumption  that  there  was  no  difference  between  die  demolition  of  a 
right,  and  the  regulation  of  it.     He  tbea  proceeded  to  what  he 
termed  a  fecond  edition  of  mifreprefentation.     A  learned  gentlennan 
(Mr^Erikine)  had  prefented  a  petition,  faid  to  come  from  th|  mer*^ 
chants,  bankers,  &c.  of  the  city  of  London,  and  itated,  thatthejr 
petitioned  the  Houfe,  while  they  yet  had  the  power.     But  in  the 
bill  as  it  now  flood,  he  defied  one  word  to  be  found  by  which  fuch 
a  petition  could  be  prevented  or  deemed  illegal.     Thus  an  alarm 
Was  pretended,  where  there  was  no  ground  or  occafion  for  it.  This 
was  a  petition  from  the  bankers,  &c.  of  London,  as  they  call  them* 
felvcs.     But  if  it  fhould  turn  out,  that  though  they  fpeak  in  the 
name  of  all  the  bankers,  yet  no  one  banker  was  to  be  found  in  the 
lift,  what  was  this  but  another  mifreprefentation  ?     He  declared, 
that  no  petition  to  Parliament  after  this  bill  has  pafTcd,  vit)idd  ftand 
in  any  other  fituation  than  it  did  at  prefent ;  and  that  cv^ry  addi- 
tional refhidKon  contained  in  it,  was  confined  to  thofe  meetings, 
which  were  required  to  give  notice  to  a  Magiftrate  of  the  profeAd 
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6bje&  fi(  their  afiemblir^ ;  noeedngs  which  had .  fer  dieir  olgffi, 
aay  thing  aiFeding  an  altenuioD  in  the  Con^hution  of  Churdi  or 
St^te* 

^ir*  FOX  rofe  to  fet  the  honourable  gentleman  right  as  to  his 
fpeecb  at  the  Surrey  Meeting.  He  had  faid  there«  that  if  the  She* 
riff  had  iotifted  that  there  was  a  majority  on  one  fide  while  it  wan 
on  the  other,  and  had  then  left  the  chair,  the  nature  of  the  meeting 
would  have  been  changed,  and  it  would  have>  been  expofed  to  the 
operation  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  ONSLOW  faid,  that  he  did  not  believe  there  was  above 
three  hundred  freeholders  of  Surrey  prefent.  The  reft  feemed  firom 
thl^ir  coftii^aie  to  be  a  turbulent  dtviiion  from  Copenhagen  hoofe ;  he 
did  not  think  they  underftood  the  meaning  of  the  petition  and  addrcfs. 
Nor  did  he  think  300  perfon3  fufficient  to  fpeak  cither  the  ibnfe  or 
tlie  nonfenfe  of  die  county  of  Surrey.  He  might  be  afked,  who 
w^s  to  fy^  the  nonfenfe  of  the  county  i  but  he  barred  the  applica* 
tion  of  that  joke,  [a  loud  laugh.}  He  protcfted  perfedl  ignorance 
of  the  difmiffal  of  Mr.  VVaddington  from  the  Surrey  cavalry,  of 
which  he.  wa9  Commander,  fo  that  none  of  the  odium,  if  any, 
pould  l^t  on  him. 

^r.  F03f  faid,  that  if  the  perfons  prcfcnt  at  the  Surrey  meeting 
did^  not  underilapd  what  was  going  on,  it  was  not  the  fault  of  the 
Sheri^  who  had  read  the  petition  and  addrefs  fix  times  over. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  took  notice  of  the  cbatge  which  had  been 
made  of  mifreprefcntation  on  the  part  of  thc^e  who  oppofed  the  bills 
now  before  (be  Houfe.  He  obferved,  that  the  Minifter  complain- 
ed of  the  ipeeches  which  had  been  made  upon  them.  He  had  com* 
plained,  tha(  gcntleoKn  who  oppofed  him  ftated,  that  thefe  bills  did 
not  leave  to  the  people  the  right  of  petitioning ;  that  they  faid  that 
all  meetings  for  that  purpofe  had  been  done  away..  They  had  never 
iaid  K> ;  they  had  only  faid  that  the  effedl  wi(hed  from  meetings  on 
political  fubjedls  would  be  done  away ;  for  if  any  meeting  took 
place,  it  was  in  the  power  of  two  Msgiftrates  to  diifolve  thefe  mtct^ 
iQgs  at  their  difcrqtion.  Any  meetings  on  the  queftions  of  war  or 
peace;,  on  Ap  condu(fl  of  the  Minifter  ;  on  the  mifcarriages  of  his 
plans  i  on  the  nature  of  his  projeAs,  and  on  all  points  for  which  the 
opinion  of  the  public  could  be  ufcful  in  being  made  known  to  that 
Houfe,  would  be  done  away  by  thefe  bills.  For,  on  ail  thefjp 
points,  one  of  the  bills  gave  to  the  Magiftrates  the  power^  not  indeed 
of  preventing  meetings,  but  of  diifolving  them  at  pleafurci  under  a 
pretence  that  the  proceedings  of  the  meetings,  in  the  judgenient  of 
fuch  Magidrate,  tended  to  fedition.  But  it  was  (aid,  that  diis  bill 
allowed  the  people  to  aflemble  wltjiout  any  rdhraint,  to  difcufs  the 


Nor.  24.3  DEBATES-  337 

moift  of  any  depending  law.  This  did  not  appear  to  him  to  be 
any  veiy  valoaUe  exception,  for  after  the  pafling  of  the  bill,  it 
vrould  be  of  very  little  confequence  what  law  was  afterwards  pro* 
pofed ;  indeed,  the  Minifter  need  not  propofe  any  other,  for  the 
moment  this  was  pafled,  he  would  have  cftabliihcd  a  complete  def- 
podTm.  It  would  be  impoflible  for  the  people  to  utter  a  fingle 
wocdy  on  points  the  mofl  eflential  to  their  rights,  that  were  not 
agreeable  to  the  Juftices,  who  were  to  attend  thefe  meetings.  This 
mig^,  and  moft  probably  would-be  done,  if  any  number  of  per- 
foos  met  for  the  purpofe  of  obtaining  a  paHiamentary  reform,  in 
the  manner  recommended  fome  years  ago  by  the  Minifter  himfeif. 
Bat  as  the  Minifter  had  complained  of  the  cffeft  of  mifreprcfenta-  ' 
don  on  the  fubjeft  of  thcfe  bills,  he  would  afk,  whether  he  might 
not  retott  upon  that  chatge  ?  Here  Mr.  Sheridan  alluded  to  the 
oonduA  of  the  Minifter  and  his  friends,  againft  the  bill  brought  in 
by  Mr.  Fox,  relative  to  the  aflfairs  of  India.  He  wiflied  to  re- 
mind the  Houfe,  how  the  author  of  that  bill  had  been  mifreprefented 
upon  that  occafion,  by  thofe  who  fupported  the  prefent  Minifter  at 
that  tinie  ;  coQiplaints  of  mifreprefentation  came  not  with  the  beft 
grace  from  that  quarter.  Having  made  many  obfervarions  on  this 
pcMnt,  he  proceeded  to  obferve  on  the  efFedt  which  oppofition  to  thefe 
Ulls  bad  produced  on  the  mind  of  the  Minifter.  It  had  already 
made  him  determine  to  lower  his  views,  and  this  wsfs  evident  from 
his  havii^,  to-nig^,  elevated  his  voice,  for  that  was  a  pretty  ge- 
neral indication  ort  which  the  Houfc  might  rely.  Strangers  who 
heard  the  right  honourable  gentleman  to*night,  might  think  from 
his  tone  diat  he  was  more  tiian  ever  determined  to  purfue  his  plan 
with  v^ur,  but  thofe  who  had  heard  htm  often,  and  who  knew 
him  belter,  drew  from  that  circumflance  a  contrary  conclufion. 
They  know  that  in  proportion  as  he  was  lofty  in  his  manner,  he 
was  finking  in  his  intention,  and  therefore,  he,  for  one,  fhould 
not  now  objeA  to  attending  the  difcuftion  of  the  provilions  of  this 
bill  in  a  Committee,  if  to  a  Committee  it  was  to  go,  in  order  to  fee 
what  fort  of  a  thmg  the  bill  was  intended  to  be  at  laft.  He  (liould 
notobjcA,  hefatd,  to  attending  to  this,  unlefs  the  Minifter  fhould 
be  nnwiHing  that  any  of  his  opponents  (hould  be  witnefles  of  his  de- 
gradation. Mr.  Sheridan  proceeded  to  take  notice  of  in  argument 
that  had  been  often  tifed  with  regard  to  the  degree  of  weight  and 
croft  that  was  due  to  petitions  from  the  people,  and  what  was  or 
was  not  to  be  confidered  as  the  voice  of  the  people.  He  was  furry 
that  a  Tig^  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Dundas)  was  not  now  in 
that  Houfe ;  he  heard  that  Minifter  .fay,  that  this  bill  ought  not  to 
pafs,  mdefstiieienfcofthe  people  was  clearly  in  its  fevour;  he  only 
Vol.  XLUI.  Xx 


,A^ 


338  PARLIAMENTARY  [Commons. 

^nnted  this  dechr^tion  to  be  adhered  to— and  if  it  was,  he  was 
con^dent  that  this  hill,  "ould  never  pafs  into  a  law.     Upon  Ciuspart 
of  the  fiihjcd  he  alluded  to  the  many  petitions  which  already  had 
been  brought  in,  and  argued,  that  time  ought  to  be  given,  in  or- 
der that  the  H<>ufe  might  fee  how  many  would  be  brought  on  both 
iides  of  the  queition  ;  and  he  was  confident  that,  in  that  cafe,  the 
real  fenfe  of  the  people  would  foon  put  an  end  to  thefe  meafures. 
Ho  (houldliimfelf 'prefent  a  petition  from  the  Ward  of  Farringdon- 
Withouty  figned  by  1700  perfons,  who,  as  he  underftood,  made  up 
one-iixth  of  the  whole  city  of  London,  and  many  other  Members 
had  petitions  from  numerous  bodies  of  men  from  different  parts  of 
the  Idngdom.     He  faid  this,  becaufe  he  had  heard  from  (bme  wor- 
thy Magiftrates,  that  a  great  number  of  petitions  would  come  from 
the  moft  refpedable  houfekcepers  in  the  kingdom  in  favour  of  dw 
laid  bills  ;  and  there  he  could  not  help  obferving  on  what  had  fallen 
from  a  worthy  Magifhtite  of  the  city  of  London  (Sir  B.  Hammett), 
who  had  faid,  that  as  well  might  thefe  bills  be  faid  to  be  an  infringe- 
ment on  the  right  of  petition,  as  that  hanging  a  man  for  forgery  was 
an  infringement  on  writing.     Had  that  worthy  Magiftrate  talked 
of  the  abufe  of  franking,  he  might  have  been  liflencd  to  with  more 
attention,  for  it  was  a  fubje<9  on  which  he  had  fome.experiena. 
Mr.  Sheridan  then  took  notice  of  what  had  been  faid  by  a  worthy 
Alderman  (Lufhington),  who  had  introduced  a  topic  which,  he 
thought,  ought  to  be  deprecated  in  that  Houfe,  becaufe  it  might 
lead  to  bad  confcquences :  he  meant  that  of  making  a  diftin^^ioo 
between  petitioners  on  account  of  the  weight  which  was  due  to  pro- 
perty ;  and  that  it  was  property,  and  not  numbers,  that  gave  weight 
to  petitions.     This  was  a  bad  principle  to  be  dwelt  upon  in  the  dif- 
cuflion  of  petitions  in  that  Houfe,  nor  was  it  uniyerfally  foIk)«*cd 
by  thofe  who  were  the  mod  ready  to  introduce  it.     He  (hould  be, 
glad  to  know  whcrher  an  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Mainwaring), 
who  had  complained  of  the  treatment  he  met  with  at  the  meeting 
of  the  county  of  Middlefcx,  whether,  if  the  cafe  had  been  rcvrrfed 
there,  that  he  had  been  joined  by  the  company  at  large,  and  the 
noblemen  who  attended,  had  been  againd  him,  and  the  companf, 
in  their  ft  ntiments,  he  would  then  have  faid^any  thing  00  the  fub- 
je6l  of  property?      In  ihort,  thefe  diftindions  between  wealth  and 
indigence  in  coniidcring  the  merits  of  pciitions,  were  bad.    To  cry 
up  the  confequence  of  property  againA  numbers,  or  to  make  a  dif- 
tin<^tion  between  the  Owner  of  land,  and  the  induftry  and  labour  of 
thofe  who  render  it  fertile,  was  a  bad  policy  in  that  Houfe,  when 
aiw  appeal  was  made  to  its  jufticc  in  the  form  of  |)etition. 

Sir  BENJAMIN  HAMMETT  explained,  that  he  did  not 
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mean  to  rcflcA  on  the  proceedings  of  the  Common  Hall,  farther 
than  that  the  Speakers  on  both  fides  of  the  Houfc  were  not  lidcned 
to  with  equal  patience  and  attention. 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL,  imprcffed  with  a  conviflion 
that  the  more  the  bill  was  examined  the  more  Irs  contents  would  be 
approved  of,  as  a  confirmation  of  all  privileges  conferred  upon  the 
fubjed  by  the  Bill  of  Rights,  was  not  forry  for  the  difcuflion  which 
had  now  taken  place.     He  felt  no  fmall  degree  of  exultation  when 
he  confidered  the  mode  of  mifreprefcntation  which  had  bce^n  adopted 
to  piDcure  petitions  agiinft  the  meafures  which  it  involved.     The 
tiUe  reprefentations  which  hid  been  given,  he  learned  from  the 
contents  of  the  petitions  themfelves,  all  of  which  feemed  to  proceed 
upon  a  nufunderftanding  of  the  bufinefs  againfV  which  they  were 
direded.      Though  it  had  been  <:alled  a  villainous  hypocrify  to  fay 
that  they  were  intended  to  fecure  the  rights  and  lil  cries  of  the  peo- 
ple, he  perfifted  in  that  aiTcrtion,  and  he  conceived  that  his  learned 
friend  (Mr.  Erikine)  had  either  not  read  the  bills,  or  if  he  had  read 
them,  that  he  did  not  underflan  i  them,  for  the  bankers  would  have 
as  mudi  power,  aftet  they  were  palTcd,  to  aflemble  upon  any  pnblic 
bufinefs  as  before.      In  regard  to  the  means  by  which  the  Petition 
was  obtained  from  Ncwcaftle  upon  Tyne,  he  produced  a  hand  bill 
of  invitation  for  that  purpofe.     His  learned  friend  (Serjeant  Adair) 
had  thought  the  title  of  a  Petition  but  of  little  confequencc,  in  which 
opinion  he  differed  from  him,  and  flicwed  that  the  Petitii>n  was 
thereby  one  fpeciesof  impofition  or  mirreprcftntation,  as  that  hand- 
bill was  another  for  the  fame  effect.     He  remembered  that  he  for- 
merly received  an  anonymous  letter  from  Ireland  dire^ing  his  at- 
tention to  a  newfpaper  full  of  advertifemcnts,  as  a  tc(t  of  the  gene* 
n]  fcnfe  of  the  people  there  upon  fome  public  meafure,  and  that 
when  he  read  the  advertifements  he  found  that  various  meetings' 
were  held  in  different  parts  of  the  kingdom  all  on  the  fame  day, 
which  was  the  15th  day  of  fome  monih  he,  did  not  recolleft.      In 
the  fame  manner  was  the  extraordinary  coincidence  and  co-o])eratiuns 
by  which  the  petitions  from  the  different  parts  of  Great  Britain  were 
now  procared.    He  then  read  the  hand-bill  publiihed  at  Newcafde, 
which  ftated,  that  it  was^with  great  fatisfadion  the  people  cf  Ncw- 
caitle  were  informed  that  the  two  bills  now  pending  in  Parliament 
had  excited  alarm  in  Middlefex  and  Weltminfter,  &c.  &c.  and  that 
the  meithants,  bankers,  and  traders'  of  London  were  almoft  una* 
nimuufly  determined  to  petition  Parliament  on  the  fame  fubjedt. 
The^town  of  Newcaftle  had  in  confequence  followed,  as  it  thought, 
the  great  examples  of  fuch  refpedable  places  ;  but  he  doubted  not 
that  it  would  hereafter  exprefs  its  difapprobation  of  .ic^temcnts  fo 
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inaccurate  and  incbrred.     The  hand-bill  fifutber  flared,  tfast  eon* 
trary  to  the  1 5  th  article  of  the  Bill  of  Rights,  the  bill,  whtch,  witb 
a  country  inaccuracy,  it  reprefenced  to  be  brought  into  the  HoHfe  of 
Commons  by  Lord  Grenviile,  would  not  allow  any  meedng  to  be 
called  independent  of  the  prefence,  permiflion,  or  authority  of  a 
Minifter  or  Magiftrate,  and  that  any  perfon  convided  upon  that  « 
bill,  was  liable  to  a  fentence  of  tranfportacion  for  any  number  of   I 
years  adjudged  at  the  pleafure  of  the  Court,  in  Italics*     But  the 
ivrtterof  this  hand-bill,  in  quoting  a  paflage  of  that  bill,  had  either 
purpofely  or  unwittingly  foi^gottenthc  words  '*  malicioufly"  and  **  ad- 
vifedly,"  without  which  no  charge  of  treafon  could  be  fubftantiatcd  ; 
^nd  to  the  explanation  of  the  bill  for  reprcflfing  feditious  meecingi, 
it  was  mifreprefented  that  all  meetings  for  the  redrefs  of  grievances 
were  thereby  exprefsly  declared  illegal,  unlefs  autlKirifed.by  a  yet 
undefined  number  of  magiftrates.     Now  Lord  GrenviUc's  bill  has 
more  clearly  defined  treafon,  (aid  the  Attorney  General ;  but  it  has 
created  no  new  mifdemeanour,  and  therefore  the  queftion  for  the 
Houfe  to  confider  was,  whether  fuch  a  bill  was  ncceflary,  juft  amd 
proper,  and  whether  it  was  proportioned  totheneceflitywhidiwoukl 
be  the  fubjcdl  of  future  difcuiTion?  He  fubmittcd  it  as  his  humble 
opinion,  that  enormous  grievances  did  now  exi(l  whidi  the  law  could 
not  redrefs,  and  for  which  thefe  bills  were  calculated  to  provide  a 
remedy.     He  allowed  that  petitions  ought  to  bt  treated  widi  the 
utmod  refpeS,  come  from  whom  they  will,  for  every  En^ifli  name 
was  an  obligation  upon  that  Houfe,  though  it  was  die  duty  of  chat 
Houfe  afterwards  to  examine  theobje6is  of  the  Petitions,  and  decide 
on  their  propriety.     He  for  his  own  part  (hould  be  happy,  if  any 
particular  claufes  could  be  modified  or  rejected  altogether,  provided 
fuch  reftrio^ions  could  be  retained  as  were  called  for  by  the  uigpncj 
^of  the  cafe. 

Sir  WATKIN  LEWES  declared,  in  the  abfence  of  die  Loid 
Mayor,  that  the  Common  Hall  was  properly  convened,  and  that 
,  the  refolutions  for  the  Petition  againft  the  bills  were  regularly  carried 
by  a  majority.  In  refped  to  the  Petition  prefented  by  Mr^  Erikine, 
)ac  thought  it  did  not  come  ftri£)ly  regulfir,  and  doubled  whether 
at  any  other  time  than  the  prefent  it  would  have  been  received. 
It  was  a  rule  of  the  Houfe,  not  to  receive  irrc^gular  pcddons  ;  but 
he  defined  not  to  have  it  underftood,  that  he  mendoned  diis  as  an 
objection.  He  was  glad  to  find  it  had  been  received,  far  if  it  was 
not  a  peution  of  the  merchants  and  bankers,  he  could  afiert  upoo 
his  own  knowledge,  that  it  was  ligned  by  maiqr  very  lefpeAable 
men,  arid  fo  was  another  petidon,  of  which  Ibme  nodce  had  been 
takeq.     He  wiihed  to  put  the  boufe^  however,  in  poflUBon  of 
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every  iiifermtioin»  and  therefere  acquainted  then),  that  a  counter- 
petition  was  figned  by  the  common  council,  and  the  common  coun- 
cil were  diofen  by  the  freemen  of  the  city,  while  the  Livery  aaly 
were  the  eledors  of  the  reprefentativcs  in  parliament. 

Mr.  GREY  found  himfelf  called  upon  by  perfonal  confiderationSy 
fo  fay  a  few  words,  at  a  time  when  he  certainly  was  not  much  in« 
dined  to  intrude  himfelf  upon  the  attention  of  the  houfe.     With 
refped  to  die  petition  at  prefent  in  queftion,  he  did  not  know  wh^ 
dior  or  not  it  was  (igned  by  any  bankers  in  London,  but  of  one 
thing  he  was  confident,  that  many  refpedfaible  l>ankers  had  attended 
at  the  meeting  at  which  the  petition  was  voted.     He  then  called 
^  attention  of  the  houfe  to  the  mifrcprefentations  with  which  the 
oppofers  of  the  bills  had  been  charged,  and  the  refledions  which 
die  learned  gentleman  had  taken  an  opportunity,  in  confequence  of 
thefe  fuppofed  mifrcprefentations,  of  throvving  out  againft  the  peti* 
tions  which  had  been  prefented  againft  them  to  diat  houfe.     Of  a 
qoeftion  on  which  parties  fo  materially  diflered,  involving  in  itfelf 
fht  (alvation  or  the  fubverfion  of  the  conftitution  of  the  country,  it 
was  not  impoflible  to  make  v^cry  oppoiite  reprefentations ;  and  thofe 
it  was  natural  for  either  party  to  diaiige  as  mifreprefentations  on  the 
odier.     The  right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Pitt)  had  boaflcd  of 
^reiding  an  alarm  about  the  India  bill,  which  his  right  honourable 
friend  (Mr.  Fox)  had  brought  into  parliament :  but  he  would  aflc 
him,  if  there  was  no  mifreprefematton  of  his  right  honourable 
friend  on  that  occafion,  in  confequence  of  that  alarm  ?  was  it  not 
&td,  that  he  wifhed  to  wreft  the  crown  from  the  prefent  family  on 
the  throne,  and  to  fccure  it  for  himfelf  and  his  heirs ;  and  was  it 
not  affeited,  that  he  wiflied  to  feize  upon  the  money  belonging  to, 
the  Eaft  India  Company,  with  a  view  to  his  own  private  aggran* 
dizement  ?  did  not  the  right  honourable  gentleman  know  that  fuch 
dungs  were  faid,  and  did  he  not  view  them,  as  every  fober  thinking 
man  muft  confider  them,  as  fcandalous  and  infamous  mifreprefen* 
tadons  ?  But  becaufe  thefe  mifreprefentations  went  abroad,  did  the 
light  honourable  gentleman  abate  his  oppo(ition  to  the  bill  ?  In  all 
cafes  of  a  fimilar  nature  there  muft  be  mUreprefcntation ;  but  in  die 
prefent  inftance,  he  would,  be  bold  to  fay,  that  there  had  been  at 
great  mifreprefentation  on  the  one  fide  as  on  the  other ;  fo  that,  ba** 
hncing  the  influence  of  both,  die  opinions  of  the  people  as  they 
were  delivered,  might  be  confidered  as  an  unequivocal  teftimony  dt 
die  fenfe  of  the  country.     In  his  opinion,  the  learned  g^lemaa 
had  oom{dained  without  much  caufe  of  mtfconftrudion ;  for  in  the 
firft  inftance  whk^  he  adduced,  die  words  "  malicioufly*'  and  *<  ad* 
yiUij**  wUch  had  been  omitted  in  the  hand-bill^  fummonii^  the 
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meetirtg,  were  of  very  little  impoitarwirc,  inafmucJh  as  the  Jury, 
whatever  was  the  law,  never  would,  in  their  vcrdicS,'  lofc  fight  of 
the  intention  with  which  the  a<ft  was  committed.  And  with  rcfpeft 
to  the  other,  that  no  meeting  could  be  held  for  petitioning  Parlia- 
ment  without  the  pcrmilTion  and  authority  of  a  Magiftrate ;  though 
the  definition  was  not  given  with  all  the  accuracy  of  a  fpecial 
pleader,  he  contended,  that  this  was  the  fubftance  and  eflfcd  of  the 
bill.  For  though  a  meeting  might  be  convened,  its  proceedings 
were  entirely  under  the  control  of  a  Magiftrate,  who,  by  a  tyranni- 
cal and  capri(;ious  mandate,  might  fruftrate  every  purpofe  for  which 
it  was  called.  And  what  was  to  be  done  if  the  Sheri.^f  Hiould  re- 
fufe  to  call  a  meeting  ?  He  knew  two  inftances  himfelf,  one  of  which 
had  lately  occurred  in  Northumberland,  in  which  the  High  Sheriff 
for  the  county  had  refufed  to  call  a  meeting,  upon  application  being 
made  to  him.  Would  it  tlicn  be  contended,  that  this  bill  did  not 
infringe  the  right  of  petitioning  ?  The  fubjecls  might  meet  and  pe- 
tition, indeed,  but  fo  can  the  people  of  Ruflia,  under  certain  rc- 
ftridtions,  fimilar  to  thofc  which  were  about  to  be  impofed  upon 
the  people  of  Eogland. — Mr.  Grey  next  adverted  to  the  Petition 
which  he  had  prefented  from  the  journeymen  taylors,  and  contended, 
that  th6ir  complaint,  of  not  being  allowed  to  meet,  to  confult  about 
their  wages,  was  founded  upon  that  claufe  of  the  bill  which  prohi- 
bits all  meetings  where  money  is  taken.  The  right  honourable 
gentleman  (Mr.  Pitt)  had  faid,  that  he  (Mr.  Grey)  had  imputed  it 
ft>  him  as  a  difgrace,  that  he  would  change  his  fentimcnts  on  the 
bill.  Mr.  Grey  declared,  that  whenever  he  fpoke  of  the  right 
honourable  gentleman,  he  never  meant  to  fpeak  pcrfonally  but  as 
of  the  chief  i)romoter  of  mcafures  he  difliked  ;  but  he  always  confi- 
dered  the  lou4  and  lofty  tone  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman  as  a 
manoeuvre  to  cover  an  intended  retradion.  He  had  augured,  from 
bis  tone  laft  night,  that  he  intended  to  alter  tlie  bill :  From  his  tone 
and  expreflions  that' night,  he  was  convinced  he  was  right.  As 
the  right  honourable  gentlcnian  had  thrown  out  an  infinuation,  that 
there  were  mifreprefcntations  ufed  to»excite  the  people  to  refiflancc, 
and,  as  he  fuppofed,  that  proceeded  from  what  pafled  laft  night; 
he  could  not  but  fubfcribc  to  the  pofition  of  his  honourable  friend 
laft  night — a  pofition  which  was  founded  on  the  firft  principles  of 
the  Conftitution  —  Principles  which,  if  not  true,  the  Hoafe  of 
Brunfwick  were  ufurpers ;  and  which,  were  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  to  deny,  he  was  guilty  of  facrilegc  to  his  ^ther,  (Lord 
Chatham),  who  held,  "  that  if  meafures  deftruSive  to  liberty  were 
carried  intoeftc6^,  and  the  great  majority  of  the  pecple  were  againft 
it,  rcliftance  was  juiVifiable.     So  far  his  right  bonoutable  friend  had 
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gone,  and  no  farther.  He  did  not  recommend  reliftance  as  a  fiep 
pmper  (o  be  taken ;  but  he  aifcrted,  if  the  cafe  he  dated  (hould  exift, 
that  was  the  unquefttonable'right  of  the  fubje^t. 

Mr.  Alderman  LE  MESURIER  rofe  to  fay  a  few  wxyrds  relative 
to  the  Common  Hall,  about  which  fome  obfervations  had  been  made. 
He  was  perfedly  ready  toadmit,  thatof  thofe  who  were  prefent  upon 
thatoccafiony  a  decided  majorit)'  were  againft  the  bills  now  before 
die  Houfe  i  but  when  he  admitted  that,  he  begged  to  make  fome 
obfervations  upon  what  paffed  there.-— He  not  only  was  of  opinion^ 
that  the  fenfe  of  the  Livery  of  the  city  of  Lon Jon  was  not  exprcfled 
at  that  meeting,  but  he  thought  that  the  fenfe  of  thofe  who  were 
prefent  was  not  fairly  taken.  In  the  firft  place,  though  thofe  who 
fpoke  againil  the  bills  wer^  heard  with  attention  and  applaufe,  yet 
diofe  who  attempted  to  offer  their  reafons  why  the  bills  (hould  pafs,, 
were  not  fufiered  to  fpeak.  There  were  feveral  gentlemen  of  the 
utmoft  refpefkability,  who  endeavoured  to  obtain  a  few  moments 
audience,  but  in  vain  ;  the  inftant  he  gave  the  lead  fymptoms  of 
{uppoKting  the  bills,  a  clamour  immediately  began,  and  all  attempt 
at  rational  argument  was  (ilcnced.  Added  to  this,  thofe  gentlemen 
who  had  the  good  fortune  to  agree  with  the  majority  of  the  people 
prefent,^  did,  in  his  opinion^  mod  grofsly  mifrcprefent  the  nature 
and  obje<^  of  the  bills  ;  as  a  proof  of  which,  he  would  date  an 
argument  of  an  honourable  gentleman  then  in  his  eye,  who  was  pre- 
fent at  the  meeting  :  he  faid,  *'  That  if  thefe  bills  paded,  no  book 
or  pamphlet  could  be  publifhcd  without  an  imprimatur.'*  Now  he 
would  leave  it  to  the  candour  and  good  fenfe  of  the  Houfc,  whether 
there  was  any  thing  in  thefe  bills  which  could  be  condrucd  to  attack 
the  liberty  of  the  prefs — nay,  fo  great  was  the  mifapprchcndon  of 
what  was  pafling,  that  when  the  Lord  Mayor  held  up  his  hand  in 
order  to  enforce  (ilence,  he  was  fuppofed  to  be  putting  the  quedion^ 
and  ieveral  people  held  up  their  hands  accordingly. — So  convinced 
was  he  that  the  intentions  of  the  people  prefent  could  not  fairly  bo 
collected  in  the  ufual  way,  that  he  propofcd  a  poll  or  a  dividon ; 
but  upon  confulting  the  proper  ofRcer,  he  found  thvit  it  was  im- 
pradicable  to  obtain  either.  He  widied  alfo  to  diHe,  that  the 
Guildhall  was  fo  extremely  large,  that  it  was  impodible  for  a  man 
to  be  heard  from  one  end  to  the  other ;  nay,  it  was  even  impofii- 
ble  to  hear  the  officer  put  the  quedion.  It  was  true  that  fome  pre- 
cautbns  were  ufed  to  prevent  any  perfon  but  Liverymen  from  enter* 
ing;  that  teguladon  prevailed  until  the  hall  was  half  fi\ll,  after 
which  he  believed  any  pcrfops  who  chofe  were  fufiered  to  enter. 
He  defired  therefore,  upon  the  whole,  to  be  undcrdopd  as  adnuctir^ 
that  a  great  majori^  of  thofe  who  were  in  the  Common  Hall  wefe 
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agatnft  the  bills  in  queftkm/  but  that  they  by  no  means  expicfled 
the  fenfe  of  the  Livery  of  London. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  SMITH  roTe  to  explain  what  he  concehrol 
to  be  mifreprefentation  of  iirtiat  he  had  fatd  at  the  Common  Hall ; 
he  did  not  fey,  that  this  bill  would  prevent  any  work  from  beixig 
publi(hed  without  an  imprimatur  ;  what  he  faid  was,  that  if  tfie 
fiimefyftem  of  meafures  were  purfued,  he  did  not  doubt  but  that  in 
time  no  wpHc  could  be  publiflied  without  that  kind  of  licence.     He 
'oould  not  fupppfe  this  mifreprefentation  to  be  intentional,  bat  at- 
tributed it  to  the  confiifion  of  noife  which  the  worthy  Aldennan 
complained  of,  and  which  muft,  of  courfe^  have  afieded  his  hear- 
iqg.     The  mifreprefentation  of  any  man's  words,  however,  before 
his  hcCf  were  but  of  little  confequence,  he  faid,  as  it  gave  him  an 
opportunity  to  explain.     He  remarked,  as  a  finguhr  drcumftancCy 
diat  all  tike  reprefentatives  of  the  Liveiy  oppofed  the  refolutions  of 
Aat  rtxj  Livery  by  whom  they  were  eledol ;  and  Aen  adverting 
to  die  pedtion  which  had  caufed  this  extraneous  debate,  he  &id, 
that  aldiou^  he  was  acquained  only  with  a  very  fmall  number  of 
baidcers  in  the  city,  and  ftill  lefs  widi  their  ^natures,  yet  he  knew 
fome  very  well ;  and  he  few  fubfcribed  to  diat  peddon  about  half 
a  dozen  names,  which,  both  chrifiian  and  fumame,  were  femiliar 
to  him,  and  fo  was  the  hand  writing  ;  and  the  names,  he  would 
be  bold  to  fay,  were  not  written  in  fuch  a  hand  as  any  banker 
Ihould  have  caufe  to  be  aihamed  of. 

Sr  BENJAMIN  HAMMETT,  for  fear  he  fhould  have  been 
mifunderfiood,  (hted,  that  he  had  not  faid  that  no  banker  had 
figned  that  petition,  but  that  no  banker  had  attended  the  meedng, 
at  leaft  he  believed  not.  ^ 

The  petition  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  ERSKINE  prefented  a  petition  againft  die  bHls,  figned  far 
1 544  of  the  inhabitants  of  I\>rtfmoudi  and  Portfea,  which  was 
Himnerly  a  part  of  Portfmoudi,  and  now  diiKngutihed  by  die  name 
Pdrtfea,  by  virtue  of  an  Act  of  Parliament  of  !hs  prefent  Majefly. 
He  then  aUuded  to  an  advantage  that  had  been  taken  of  an  exprdf- 
iion  of  his,  uttered  in  a  parenthefis,  when  lamenting  the  innovations 
dircatened  by  die  prefent  bills,  when  he  faid,  **  v^iHtyet  the  right 
of  petitioning  remains  without  any  infringement  of  the  law.**  He 
contended^  diat  in  that  exprcfTion  he  was  corredlr ;  and  to  die  ped- 
don before  him  it  cfpeciaUy  applied  as  before  ftated;  He  declared 
:die  Bill  of  Rights  repealed  by  thofe  bills ;  for  if  petitions  were  to 
be  prefented,  how  are  they  to  be  framed,  debated  or  figned,  but 
in  tneeting^  ;  can  large  bodies  of  people  obtain  rooms  laige  enou^ 
yMmoi  nionqrpaid  for  them^  and  are  they  not  proferibed  bgr  law; 
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The  learned  gentleman  then  referred  to  the  humanity  of  fhofe, 
who^  when  a  grofs  libel,,  the  pamphlet  of  the  laft  night,  had  been 
nad  to  the  Houfe,  had  ^ven  time  to  examine,  whether,  comparing 
the  context  and  fequel,  there  was  or  w^s  not  ground  of  jufi  ccn-  ' 
fare ;  and  yet  he  was  held  to  anexpreffion,  which  was  in  h£t  in- 
troduced only  as  a  preface,  and  by  no  means  admitting  of  the  con- 
ftnidion  that  was  put  upon  it.  And  upon  the  fubjed  of  petition, 
heihould  aik,  what  was  the  opinion  of  an  individual  to  that  Houfe, 
— ^hispedtioo  or  that  of  any  otl^er  fingle  fubjedl  calling  upon  that 
Houfe  to  repeal  an  cxifting  law  was  not  matter  worthy  oonfidera- 
tion--*upon  fuch  fubjefls  they  could  only  Itften  to  the  coUeded 
fenfe  ot*  die  public-— this  was  the  only  fentiment  which  that  Houfe 
could  fed,  and  free  communication  of  opinion  was  the  only  poflible 
means  of  obtaining  this.  How  was  this  to  be  colleded  i  Could, 
fer  inflanoei  any  oneof  the  journeymen  taylors  from  whom  a  peti- 
tion had  been  prefented,  by  calling  upon  a  magiftrate,  obtain  any 
public  place,  wherein  he  might  obtain  the  o|Mnions  necei&ry  to 
give  effbd  to  his  own  ?— Would  an  honourable  gentleman  lend 
him  his  houfe,  or  would  the  magiihate  allow  him  the  Guildhall  to 
meet  in  I  How  then  was  his  fentiment  upon  a  grievance  to  come 
before  Parliament  ?  He  then  folemnly  befought  gentlemen  to  tell 
him,  if  they  intended  to  abandon  this  infamous  daufe,  by  which  the 
legality  of  meeting  depended  on  the  caprice  of  a  magiftrate  ?  Mr. 
Erikine  remarked  die  hurr)'  of  gentlemen  to  anticipate  the  voice 
of  the  country  in  the  fpeedy  paffing  of  thefe  bills.  He  comment- 
ed upon  the  want  of  oonnedtlon  between  the  preamble  of  the  bill 
and  the  daufe  which  fucceeded  it,  and  alluded  to  the  fcraps  of  pre- 
tended hand  bills  of'  the  Correfponding  Sodety  upon  which  fo  ob- 
noxious a  meafure  was  grounded.  The  fpeech  of  Mr.  Thelwall, 
he  fiated  to  have  been  published  on  his  own  account,  and  the  per- 
fon  tormed  Citizen  Lee  had  merely  taken  25  copies  to  fell.  Why 
did  not  Mr.  Attorney  General  profecute  this  fpeech  ?  Gentlenoen  . 
a£Aed  to  fee  rebellious  difpolitions  in  the  country,  and  to  refufe 
petition  and  remonftrance-^they  had  taken  this  erroneous  ground 
for  thdr  condud  in  the  cafe  of  America-^at  firft  they  demanded 
unconditional  iubmiflion,  and  talked  of  driving  the  dtfcontented 
fiom  one  end  of  the  country  to  the  other ;  we  were,  however, 
driven  from  one  end  of  the  country  to  the  other.  The  Americans 
vere  happy  and  flourifliing,  whom  we  had  termed  a  dduded,  a 
miierable,  and  an  undone  people— -now  were  we  likely  to  become 
(x  This  he  explained  by  faying  we  would  h:  fo,  when  he  Q^n- 
ffitution  of  the  State  reigned  no  lot^tx  in  the  hearts  of  the  people  ; 
yet  he  hoped  Mi  prdbedt  might  ^c  averted  from  the  cbqfen  It nd 
V01..XLIIL  Yy 
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of  frecnicny  from  whom  alone  other  nations  in  the  world  could 
ceivc  the  maxims  of  liberty.  The  temper  he  would  recommend 
to  Government,  in  the  prcfent  heats  and  jealoufles  of  the  people^ 
might  be  defcribed  in  the  language  of  the  Poet : 

'V  Be  to  their  frailtitt  ever  kind, 

'*  fie  to  their  faults  a  little  blind, 

**  And  clap  your  padlock  on  the  mind." 

He.vindicated  the  focicty  mentioned  from  peaching  the  idle  no- 
tion of  equality,  urged  the  Conciliatory  conduA  necoflarfy  when, 
particularly  from  the  continuance  of.  an  unfuccefsful  war,  they 
muft  fo  (hortly  recur  to  the  liberality  of  the  people.  The  mi(in- 
terpretations  which  had  arifen  from  that  Jide  of  the  Houfe,  were 
nothing  to  thoft  which  were  chargeable  upon  Miniftcrs.  They 
had  mifinterpreted  the  whole  conjunAure  of  the  dmes ;  they  had 
accufed  bodies  of  men  with  the  moi\  feditiousand  atrocious  dodrines, 
and  when  they  were  called  upon  to  fubftantlate  the  fai2,  they  de- 
clined gWing  any  evidence.  But,  faid  Mr.  Erfkinc,  take  care  you 
do  not  go  too  far !  Hold  up  the  ftandard  of  liberty— k)wcr  that  of 
terror,  and  you  do  well.  Thofe  whom  you  difpife,  becaufe  you 
have  made  them  too  poor  to  conttibute  to  your  expenditures^  arc 
llrong  enough  to  do  thcmfcl  vcs  judice  if  driven  to  ir.  He  conclud- 
ed with  recommending  to  Adminiliration  a  fyftem  of  lenity  and 
mildnefs,  inftead  of  a  fyftem  of  feverity  and  terror.  He  then 
moved,  that  the  petition  miglit  be  brought  up. 

The  petition  was  read  in  oppofirion  to  the  bills  now  pending  in 
Parliament.     Ordered  to  lie  on  ths  table. 

Mr.  MAINWARING  prefented  a  petition  from  the  United 
Society  of  Publicans  in  London,  Weftminfter,  and  Middlcfcx,  and 
the  places  adjacent.  The  petition  (hted,  that  a  bill  was  now 
pending  in  Parliament  which,  it  was  underftood,  would  interfere 
with  the  friendly  focieties  now  meeting  at  the  houfes  of  publicans, 
praying  that  fuch  claufes  might  be  introduced  as  might  prevent  it 
from  interfering  with  the  intcrefts  of  the  petitioners,  and  begging 
that  tliey  might  be  heard  againft  the  bill  by  council,  if  it  ihould 
be  neceltary. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  dated,  that  the  petitioners  (hould  be  beard 
by  their  counfel  in  the  Committee.  He  took  occaiion  to  aflc  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  whether  there  wo^ld  be  any  daufe  in 
the  bill  which  would  affeft  the  right  of  petitioning,  as  it  flood  at 
prefcnt  by  law* 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  replied,  there  would  be  no  fudi  daufe ; 
neither  would  there  be  any  thing  to  interfere  with  jhe  intocfta  of 
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tbe  publicans,  whofe  refpeftful  and  moderate  demand  deferved 
aaj  attention. 

The  petition  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  following  petitions  were  alfo  prefented  againft  the  bill. 

The  petition  of  the  ele^lors  and  other  inhabitants  of  the  Borough 
of  Southwark,  «by  Lord  William  Ru0ell. 

Two  petitions  from  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  and  neighbour- 
hyxl  of  ft^uiche&er,  the  oneligned  by  4303>  the  other  by  6000 
pcrfbfis. 

A  petition  from  the  city  of  Coventry,  figned  by  2350  perfons. 

A  petition  of  the  merchants,  manufadurers,  traders,  and  other 
inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Pailley.  Thefe  four  laft  were  prefented 
by  Mr.  Fox. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  prefented  the  petition  from  the  Ward  of 
Farringdori  Without,  the  fixth  part  of  the  whole  city  of  London, 
iignedby  1700  perfons. 

The  order  of  the  day  was  then  read. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  he  could  have  no  idea  to 
bring  €n  the  bufinefs  at  that  hour.  He  ihould  propofe  to  bring 
on  the  hill  for  fupprefling  feditious  meetings,  t)o-monow  ;  and  the 
ohcr  billon  Friday. 

Mr.  GR£Y»  on  account  of  the  preiTure  of  other  bufinefs,  de- 
ferred the  motion  for  peace,  which  he  had  intimated  for  Monday 
next,  to  Monday  fe'nnight.. 

fFednefdayj  l^th  Nffvember, 

Sir  W.  YOUNG  gave  notice  of  a  motion  for  leave  to  bring  in 
a  bill  relative  to  the  relieving  of  the  poor  at  their  own  houfes.  / 

Mr.  WHITBREAD,  alluding  to  the  notice  which  he  had  given 
a  fin?  days  ago,  faid  that  the  bill  which  it  was  now  his  intention  to  ^ 
move  for  leave  to  bring  in,  was  for  the  purpofe  of  enabling  the 
magiftiates  to  regulate  the  price  of  labour  in  their  different  diftrids. 
The  operation  of  the  bill  would  not  affcd  the  price  of  labour  as  it 
Aood  now.  It  would  not  go  to  the  altering  of  the  exifting  laws, 
but  it  would  enable  the  ma^ftrates  to  relieve  the  poor  in  a  (late  of 
opprdlion.  Without  any  farther  introdudlion  therefore  he  (hould 
move  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  alter  and  amend  fo  much  oC  the 
fiith  of  Elizabeth  as  empowered  the  Jufticcs,  fix  weeks  after  the 
Quarter  SeiBons  at  Eailer,  lo'rcgulate  the  price  of  labour. 

Mr.  HONEYWOOD  fcconded  the  motion. 
Sir  JOHN  ROUS  commented  on  the  importance  «f  fuch  a  bill^ 
and  ws^s  happy  that  the  honourable  gentleman  meant  to  bring  it 
fonvaid  b  kau     The  Juftices  of  Peace,  at  the  Quarter  Seflloni^ 

Yy  a 
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in  his  county  (Suflblk),  had  recommended  firnie  meafore  to  him  and 
his  honourable  colleague  (Sir  Charles  Bunbury}  upon  this  fiit]je£t» 
and  they  had  aoooidingly  had  various  meetings  upon  it,  die  refult 
of  which  was,  that  the'beft  method  would  be  to  adjuft  the  labourers* 
wages  in  pioportion  to  the  price  of  com ;  but  there  was  one  ftrong 
objedion  to  the  plan,  which  was,  that  it  would  be  impradicable 
for  one  bill  to  anfwer  th6  purpofe  all  over  the  Idngdom,  ai^die  price 
of  provifions  and  labour  fo  greatly  varied.  He  was  eseeodingty 
glad  to  find  that  the  bill  propofed  by  the  honourable  gendeman 
would  obviate  this  inconvenience,  and  promifed  tofupportk. 

Sir  CHARLES  BUNBURY  confirmed  the  dedatadon  of  his 
colleague  rcfped^ing  their  meetings  for  the  rediefs  of  this  labour- 
ing part  of  the  community,  and  was  no  lefs  happy  to  find  tfidr  de- 
fign  anticipated  by  the  honourable  gentleman.  He  dlotf^  it 
would  have  been  better,  if  fome  v<4untary  reguladons  had  been 
made  by  the  employers ;  but  as  that  was  not  the  cafe,  he  thought  it 
neceflary  that  that  power  (hould  be  afllimed  by  the  legiflatuie. 

Mr.  CHARLES  DUNDAS  comfdained  of  the  diftreffes  of  the 
poor  in  the  county  hk  had  the  honour  to  reprefent  (BerUhire}t  and 
rejoiced  at  the  fpeedy  profpeA  of  fome  alleviation.  He  widied  to 
know,  however,  what  would  be  the  fcale  of  regulation,  as  upon 
the  faired  average  of  'wages,  it  would  be  impoffiUe  for  a  man 
during  the  prefent  high  price  of  com,  and  odier  provifions,  to  fap- 
port  a  family  of  four  children.  He  feared  that  compulfion  upon 
fuch  a  fubjed  would  be  impofliblc,  and  hoped  that  the  meafure 
would  have  a  veiy  full  confideration. 

Sir  WILLIAM  YOUNG  rejoiced  it  had  fallen  into  die  hands 
of  a  gentleman,  wiiofe  hereditary  benevolence  to  the  poor  ib  well 
qualified  him  to  be  their  advocate. 

Mr.  WHITBREAD  agreed  to  adopt  any  fuggeftion  diat  could 
render  his  purpofe  more  efie£lual,  and  tb  corred  an  obfervadon  of 
Sir  Charles  Bunbury,  he  fhted,  that  in  many  parts  of  the  king- 
dom  the  fanners  did  not  deferve  any  blame,  as  they  had  volun- 
tarily increafed  their  labourers'  wages,  although  they  were  unable^ 
confifient  with  their  own  necefiary  profits,  from  the  cultivation  of 
their  farms,  to  raife  them  proportionately  to  the  price  of  com.  He 
obferved  that  however  liberal  the  farmers  might  be,  it  was  pecu  - 
liarly  diftrefling  to  the  labourer,  who  had  toiled  hard  fStom  Monday 
moming  to  Saturday  nighty  for  the  bare  means  of  exifience,  at  laft 
to  be  obliged  to  be  indebted  to  the  bounty  of  his  /nafier.  In  or* 
dinary  rimes  perhaps  die  employer  was  indebted  to  the  labourer^ 
and  dierefore,  in  extraordinary  times  it  might  be  faid  the  dbliga* 
don  (hould  be  reciprocal.     He  wiaied,  however,  to  decide  in  be- 
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hlf  of  die  hbcntttf  and   therefere  in  tsKtrzinSmxf  tinier,  he 
Ihoald  refer  the  r^ulation  of  waigti  to  the  magiftntes  of  the  diflrt  A,  - 
while  in  ordinary  times  the  bill  he  i^uld  brii^  in  woidd  he  merely 
adcadJcCtcr. 

Mr.  LECHMERE  declared  it  gave  him  pleafure  to  fee  an 
honourable  gendeman  of  fuch  refpedability^  and  in  whofe  charafier 
he  bdieved  geneioiity  to  the  poor  was  a  leading  feature,  bring  for* 
ward  a  bill  of  this  fort.  He;  withed  the  mod  falutary  laws  might 
be  fenned  for  •  the  poor,  and  faid  that  eveiy  gentleman  who  ftood^ 
ibfth  in  behalf  of  the  induftrous  poor,  deferved  the  thanks,  not 
only  of  the  Houfe,  but  of  the  country  at  large.  If  the  meafur^ 
piopoTed  was  calculated  to>  produce  laAing  advantage  to  the  induftri- 
ous  poor,  it  was  no  objeSion  that  it  might  be  obnoxious  to  fome' 
individttab.  He  declared  that  die  bill  had  his  hearty  approbadon 
and  fupport,  for  in  the  prefent  times  of  fcarcity,  the  poor  were  in 
many  places  unable  to  fupport  their  families. 

Lczve  ynB  given  nemine  contradicente,  to  bring  in  the  bill,  and 
Mr.  Whid>read,  Mr.  Sheridan^  Mr.  Grey,  Sir  John  Rous,  and 
Sir  Gharks  Banbury^  were  ordered  to  prepare  and  bring  in  the 
(ame. 

Mr.  RYDER  brought  in  a  bill  for  prevendng  the  6bilruaion 
toa  free  paflfage  of  grain  throughout  the  kingdom,  under  the  penalty 
of  being  kept  to  hard  labour  for  a  time  to  be  agreed  on  in  the  confi* 
mittee* 

The  bill  was  itada  firft  time,  and  on  the  motbn  for  the  fecond  ' 
reacUng. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  faid,  diat  diis  biU  might  be  a  propfr 
meafure,  but  he  did  not  like  the  increafe  of  new  penalties,  as  the 
extfting  laws  appeared  to  him  fuificient.  He  therefore  moved  that 
the  biU  be  printed^  in  order  to  give  the  members  opportunity  ta 
<ldiberate  upon  it. 

Mr.  RYDER  was  not  furprifed  at  the  jealoufy  of  die  honour- 
able gendeman  upon  any  meafure  which  tended  to  prevent  tumulw 
tuous  adiemblies,  but  begged  leave  to  inform  him  that  the  exiiting 
laws  were  deemed  inadequate,  becaufe  it  was  uncertain  whether 
they  could  apply  precifely  to  the  prevendon  of  the  obftrudion  to  a 
free  paflage  df  grain  within  the  kingdom,  being  enaded  againft 
obftniAions  to  the  exportation  of  it. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  aiferted  that,  notwithdanding,  the  farcafm 
of  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  he  had  a  right  to  be  jealous  of 
tvery  meaAxre  which  tended  to  increafe  thepenaldesof  the  flatutes^ 
and  that  this  right  is  conftitutional.  He  again  repeated  that  he 
believed  the  laws  fufficicnt  to  prevent  any  man^  or  body  of  men, 
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from  obftru^ng  the  paffiige  of  grain,  efpecially  if  thqr  proceeded 
4o  break  open  the  facks  and  fteal  the  6oiir  from  them. 

Mr.  RYDER  in  explanation  faid,  that  the  Report  of  die  law 
officers  had  been  printed  and  laid  before  the  Houfe,  and  that,  in 
that  Report,  they  had  ftated  it  was  their  opinion  that  the  laws,  as 
tfaejr  now  (land,  could  not  apply  to  obftru^ons  of  an  internal  con- 
veyance. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  printed  and  read  a  fecond  dioe  on 
Monday  next. 

Petitions  were  prefented  from  Exeter  and  Bury  St.  Edmund  s^ 
againft  the  two  bills  depending  in  Parliament. 

A  petition  from  the  Clofe,  School,  and  College  of  Winchefter, 
was  brought  up  in  favour  of  the  bills. 

Mn  SHERIDAN  prefented  a  petition  againft  die  convendon 
bills  from  a  numerous  body  of  aifociated  artizans,  confiitiiig  of 
hatters,  weavers,  cordwainers,  bookbinders,  printers,  carpenters^ 
joiners,  fmiths,  &c.  &c.  &c.  to  the  number  of  15,000.  He 
next  prefented  a  petition  of  a  fimilar  nature  from  the  friendly 
fociety  of  working  bakers,  to  the  number  of  j^ooo.  The  rig^t 
honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Pitt)  had  aflerted  that  the  friendly 
fodedes  would  not  be  affe^led  by  diefe  bills,  if  they  pafled  into  a 
law ;  but  Mr.  Sheridan  fufpeifled,  that  when  diat  part  of  the  bill 
fhould  be  difcufled,  the  right  honoi^rable  gendeman  would  be  con- 
vinced that  he  had  been  midaken. 

,Mr.  SHERIDAN  then  prefented  a  petition  againft  the  bills 
from  4000  of  the  inhabitants  of  Birmingham.  Had  not  the  ped- 
tioners  been  preflfed  for  dme,  it  would  have  had  an  afloniChing 
immber  of  more  iignatures.  Such  too  was  the  fituation  of  the 
people  who  figned  this  petidon,  that  in  confequence  of  ibme 
minifierial  manoeuvre  they  were  denied  a  public  meeting,  for  no 
newfpaper  would  publifh  an  adverdfement  to  call  a  public  mecdng, 
nor  was  a  fingle  hand  bill  fufTered  to  be  circulated  for  that  purpofe. 
Vet  notwithftanding  thefe  difcouragements,  in  a  day  or  two  had 
4000  fignatures  been  fubfcribed. 

.  Sir  EDWARD  KNATCHBULL  did  not  rife  to  oppofc  the 
modpn  for  the  Petidon  to  lie  upon  the  table,  but  to  caudon  the 
Houfehow  it  accepted  that  I^eddon  as  thefenfe  of  the  inhabitants 
of  Birmingham.  He  was  induced  to  this  caudon  by  a  Peddon 
which  lay  upon  the  table  of  the  Houfe,  and  was  prefented  in  his  ab- 
fence  by  his  honourable  ccdleague  (Mr.  Honeywood),  which  was 
fiated  to  be  the  Pedtibn  of  the  mayor,  recorder,  freemen,  and  in- 
habitants of  the  city  of  Rochefter.  It  was  iigned  by  1500  peribns, 
among  whofe  names  there  were  not  more  than  i  jo  names  of  free- 
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men,  though  Rochefter  contains  7  00  freemen,  and  between  (birtf 
and  forty  dioufand  inhabitants.  He  did  not  mean  to  caft  a  re- 
fledion  on  the  peifons  who  figned  that  petitioni  but  he  knew  that 
there  were  numbers  who, did  not  know  what  they  figned.  At  the 
lame  time  he  had  to  obferve,  that  the  conduA  of  the  Chief  Magif- 
trate  of  that  city  was  rcpreheniible  in  fuifering  a  proceflion  at  the 
&me  time,  which  was  a  difgrace  to  the  City,  wherein  the  effigy 
of  a  reverend  and  rerpc6tablc  Bi(hop  was  carried  about  the  town, 
and  afterwards  burnt.  He  faid  it  was  no  laughing  matter,  for  not 
only  die  perTon  of  that  prelate,  but  the  church  itfelf  was  infulted, 
and  he  had  to  remark  that  many  of  the  perfons  who  iigned  that  Pe- 
tition, were  the  very  perfons  who  condu6ted  theproccflion.  He  wifhed 
his  honourable  colleague  had  given  him  notice  that  fuch  a  Petition 
was  to  be  prefented,  as  he  (hould  then  have  thought  it  his  duty  to 
attend  and  mention  thefe  circumftances  at  the  time. 

Mr.  HONEY  WOOD  faid,  that  it  was  not  for  want  of  refpeft 
or  attention,  that  his  honourable  colleague  had  not  proper  notice 
given  that  fuch  a  Petition  was  to  be  prefented,  but  beoiufe  he  him- 
felf  knew  nothing  of  it  till  it  was  fent  to  him,  and  on  ^iccount  of 
the  amazing  rapidity  with  which  the  bills  were  hurried  through  the* 
Houfe,  he  was  deiired  to  deliver  it  as  foon  as  poflible.     He  did  call 
upon  his  honourable  colleague  to-apprife  him  of  it,  but  he  could  not 
find  him,  and  the  urgency  of  the  occalion  would  not  admit  delay. 
The  meeting,  however,  as  he  before  ftated  to  the  Houfe,  was  re- 
gulir,  and  notwithftanding  the  reflection  thrown  upon  the  Chief 
Magistrate,  he  would  aflcrt  that  his  conduft  had  been  manly  and 
pr>pcr  i  n  coming  forward  at  fuch  an  alarming  crifis  like  an  independent 
man.      The  recorder  alfo,  was  as  good,  pure,  and  refpedable  a 
chara<^er  as  the  honourable  Baronet ;  and  in  regard  to  the  fufs  which 
had  been  m<ide  about  the  proceflion,  perhaps  it  would  have  been 
better  if  i^  had  been  omitted.     About  the  time  of  that  proceffion, 
Mr.  Honeywood  arrived  in  Rochcfter.    The  people  having  by  fome 
means  received  intelligence  of  his  approach,  afTembled  on  the  road 
at  the  other  end  of  Chatham,  and  be^ed  his  pcrmiflion  to  attend 
him  and  draw  him  without  horfes  to  his  inn.     7'his  he  declined, 
being  apprehenlive  that  fome  mifconftrudion  would  be  made  of  fuch 
a  circumftance,  and  paiTed  through  Chatham  as  ufual,  attended  by 
the  people  only,  who  behaved  with  the  utmoft  decorum.     When 
be  came  to  the  entrance  of  Rocheller,  however^  they  took  his  horfes 
from  the  carriage,  and  dxew  him  to  the  inn,  where  he  addrefled 
them  firom*the  fleps,  and  exhorted  them  tD  depart  in  good  order, 
and  in  lefs  than  ten  minutes  they  had  entirely  difperfed,  leaving  the 
ftreets  of  Rochefler  as  quiet  as  dis  bar  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons 
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*  then  was.     Some  time  after  diis  he  heard  a  hiizza,  and  upon  look- 
ing out  pf  the  window,  he  faw  fotne  boys  leading  an  afs,  with  no 
.  common  figure  upon  it,  ^nd  there  the  matter,  fo  far  as  he  knew, 
.  ended.     He  hisid  occafion  yefterday  to  be  at  Rocheftcr  agatn,  when 
he  \^as  informed  that  the  figure  on  the  afs  had  been  burnt ;  but  he 
heard  of  no  other  irregularity,  nor  had  he  ever  heard  till  now  that 
any  of  the  people  who  (igned  the  Petition  were  concerned  in  the  pn>- 
ccflTion,  whieh  he  was  much  inclined  to  mifbelieve.     Refpc«Stlng 
that  proceflion,  however,  he  had  to  ftate,  that  fome  hand-bills  were 
.afterwards  dilb^buted,  one  of  which  he  bad  not  about  him,  wherein 
the  Mayor,  Recorder,  and  two  other  Magiftrates,  exprefTed  tfidr 
.  difapprobation  of  the  procefTion.     He  thought  it  would  have  been 
much  better  if  the  honourable  Baronet  had  attended  when  the  bill 
was  prefented,  but  he  was  glad  that  he  had  now  given  him  an  op- 
.  portunity  to  explain. 

Sir  EDWARD  KNATCHBULL  did  not  mean  to  Arow  the 
(lighted  reflexion  on  the  Mayor,  but  he  thought  him  teprdicnfiblc 
to  let  the.  proceffion  pafs  by  his  houfe ;  and  as  to  the  (ignatures  of 
the  handbill,  one  of  the  magidrates  was  not  in  town  at  the  dme  ; 
he  had  told  him  fo,  and  had  therefore  merely  (igned  it  to  fuit  his  own 
.  private  purpofes. 

Mr.  HONE  Y  WOOD  informed  the  Houfe,  that  the  mayor  had 
.  no  knowledge  of  the  proceflion  till  it  was  over. 

Sir  JOHN  MORDAUNT  afTured  the  Houfe,  that  the  Pctitfan 
prcfented  from  Birmingham  did  not  contain  the  fenfe  of  the  majo- 
rity of  the  inhabitants  there ;  that  it  was  procured  by  fallacious 
means  from  the  lower  orders  of  the  people,  who  were  induced  to 
fign  it  by  the  conne£^ion  of  a  Petition  for  Peace  with  the  Petition 
againd  the  bills,  and  that  no  public  meeting  had  been  called  for  ibe 
occafion. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  reminded  the  Houfe,  that  he  had  ftaled  the 
•  Petition  to  be  figned  by  4,000  of  the  inhabitants  of  Birmin^am, 
'  and  confequently  no  man  who  knew  the  immenfe  population  of  that 
.  town  could  imagine  it  was  (igned  by  the  majority.   If  he  had  brought 
the.  letter  ^hich  he  received  from  a  refpedable  gentleman  of  that 
town  with  the  Petition,  he  could  have  mentioned  more  predfely  the 
rcafons  why  a  greater  number  of  iignatures  was  not  obtained.    One 
caufe  was,  the  rapidity  with  which  the  bills  were  preflcd  ;  another 
was,  that  an  attempt  had  been  made  by  the  oppoiite  party  to  pro- 
mote violence  if  the  meeting  was  called ;  and  a  third,  and  very  ob- 
vious reafon  was  that  which  he  had  ftated,  that  no  advertifement  had 
been  publifhed,  and  rx>  hand-triUs  permitted  to  be  circulated  about 
the  town.    Thus  the  people  wece  deprived  of  the  ine»ps  qS  a  public 
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meetif^.     And  now  h^  would  fay  a  word  or  two  upon  the  Rcchef- 
tcr  tale,  which  if  the  cafe  had  permitted,  would  have  come  with 
a  better  gnMre,  k  far  as  merely  related  to  the  name,  from  the  neigh- 
bourir^  city  of  Canterbury,  as  it  was  of  that  fpecies  which  is  com- 
monly called  a  Canterbury  tale.     He  muft  remark,  that  it  did  not ' 
nt  all  apply  to  the  Petition  which  he  had  juft  before  prefented  from 
Birmingham ;  and,  as  he  was  about  to  prefent  a  Petition  from  War- 
wick, he  thought  it  had  better  be  repeated,  or  fome  fuch  ridiculous 
ftory  fubftituted,  (ince  it  would  apply  equally  as  well  to  Warwick  as 
to  Birmingham.     He  conceived  the  ft6ry  was  not  at  all  entitled  to 
credit,  fo  far  as  it  involved  the  perfons  who  fubfcribed  to  the  Peti- 
tion.    He  deprecated  the  circumftance,  fo  far  as  it  related  to  a  res- 
vCTcnd  prelate,  but  fufpeAed  it  had  arifen  from  a  ftatement  in  the 
public  papers,  which  he  hoped  was  a  mifreprefentation  (as  he  could 
not  for  a  moment  imagine  that  any  learned  and  dignified  perfon  cduM 
be  i>  indifcrect,  and  fo  ignorant  of  the  principles  of  our  Oonftitu- 
tion  to  fay),  that  *'  The  mafs  of  the  people  had  nothing  to  do  with 
the  lawsbut  todbey  them !" 

Sir  EDWARD  KNATCHBULL  explained  again  that  he  did 
not  mean  to  tfirow  any  refledion  on  the  perfons  who  figned  the  Pe- 
tition, but  he  thought  the  mayor  reprehenfible  in  fufFering  the  pro- 
cdTion. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  obferved  that  this  was  an  extraordinary  ex- 
planation ;  for  all  that  he  could  underftand  by  it  was,  that  either 
the  honourable  Baronet  tl^ought  there  was  no  harm  to  bitam  a  Bi(bop, 
^  therefore  did  not  mean  to  refledt  on  the  perfons- who  permitted 
it,  or  elfe  there  was  harm,  and  thofe  perfons  who  permitted  the  z€t 
were  implicated  in  it. 

Mr.  FOX  begged  leave  to  fay  a  few  words.  The  proceffion  he 
with  evety  perfon  muft  equally  condemn ;  therefore  he  hoped  that 
^iC  ihould  not  be  underftood  to  defend  it,  but  he  could  not  help  re- 
invking  how  much  juft  indignation  was  (hewn  by  the  Houfe  at  one  . 
time  to  irregularities  of  this  defcription,  and  how  little  at  anoihen 
There  had  been  frequent  inftances  of  partial  diflike  towards  him, 
^hcn,  becaufe  his  perfon  could  not  be  attacked,  the  unfortunate 
>nimal,  which  was  of  the  fame  name,  was  condemned  to  (uScrp 
^  yet  no  notice  had  been  taken.  Another  inftance  was  that  which 
r^ated  to  a  reverend  perfon,  though  not  a  Bilhop,  who  had  diftin- 
guifhed  himfelf  by  the  love  of  fcience  and  liberty,  and  who  would 
be  remembered  fo  long  as  fcience  and  liberty  were  refpeded.  That 
reverend  perfon,  to  the  difgrace  x>f  this  kingdom,  had  been  forced 
o  ferk  an  afylum  in  a  foreign  country  in  confequence  of  fuch  inde-> 
<^t  oQtiages ;  outrages  which,  to  the  difgrace  of  the  kingdom,  muft 
Vol.  XLIIi.  Z  z 
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ftain  the  page  of  hiftory »  and  which  bad  been  fuffered  to  pais  whc^y 
unpuni(hcd.     The  peifon  he  alluded  to  was  Dr.  Prieftlcy,  who  was 
not  only  burnt  in  effigy,  but  aflaulted  in  his  own  houlc,  aad  agatnft 
whom  diofe  very  French  principles  had  been  put  in  pradiicej  whidi 
were  fo  induftrioufly  imputed  to  him.    .The  mifcreants  who  in- 
fulted  him,  not  only  carried  an  cfiigy  of  draw  about  the  town,  but 
they  enclofed  the  heart  of  an  animal  in  it,  which  they  pierced  with 
a  pike,    and  expofed  the  effigy  ilamcd  and  (fa^eamAng  with  blood. 
They  afterwards  bore  that  bleeding  heart  before  the  effigy,  which 
they  confumed,  infinuating  therebyj  that  in  that  manner  they  would 
have  deftroyed  the  perfon  himfelf  as  a  traitor.     He  reminded  the 
Hi^fe,  that  it  was  the  nature  of  violence  to  produce  violeoce,   and 
the  nature  of  infult  to  produce  infult,  and  that  it  was  not  by  acls  of 
oppreffion  and  cruelty,  but  by  ^u(tice,  equity,  and  forbearance, 
t^  the  people  and  the  Government  were  to  be  united.     It  there- 
fore beoime  the  Houfe  to  convince  the  wcM-ld  that  it  aSed  with  per- 
fe£k  imprtiality,  and  not  to  fly  out  with  indignation  atone  indecent 
adion,  when  it  difregarded  others  ten  thoufand  times  mor^  derefiable- 
With  regaid  to  the  admiffion  of  the  petitions  as  the  fenfe  of  the  ma- 
jority  of  the  places  from  which  they  came,  it  waks  abfiird»  ibr  they 
were  to  be  confidered  only  as  the  opinions  of  the  ppHbns  tvho  figncd 
them,  and  he  therefore  thought  the  title  (hould  always  be  the  peti- 
tion of  the  underiigned. 

*  Mr-  W.  SMITH  coincided  with  Mr.  Fo?i.  When  public 
meetings  wens  callqd>  there  (hould  always  be  fufficient  notice  giveti 
of  the  deiign  why  fuch  meetings  were  called  t^ether.  -He  referred 
to  a  petition  in  fi&vour  of  the  bills  prefented  from  Batb>  ftadng  to 
to  be  the  petition  of  the  inhabitants,  which  was  not  pioperly  the 
cafe ;  a  majority  Of  the  inhatntants  of  Bath  were  totally  unacquainted 
with  what  was  intended  to  be  brought  forward  in  recomtiftendiiig 
the  paffiqg  of  tho  bills.  No  other  purpofe  had  been  exprefled  in  the 
puUic  notice  of  the  meedng  than  an  addref^  of  congratulation,  and 
many  had  w  idea  that  any  fuch  claufe  was  intended  to  be  infertcd 
in^tho  petition. 

Mr*  SHERIDAN  ptdented  two  petitions  from  Warwick  ^igainft 
the  bills.  As  fome  ftrefs  had  been  laid  by  fome  gentleman  upon 
the  refpedlability  of  the  perfons  that  (igited'  any  petidon,  he  would 
ftate,  that  the  firft  perfon  that  had  ligned  thefe  pedtions  was  JLord 
Dormer ;  the  third  name  was  the  name  of  a  man,  who,  though  no 
Biihop,  was,  by  his  unrivalled  worth,  and  his  unrivalled  leanuog, 
entided  to  the  refpcdt  and  efteem  of  every  perfon«*-he  oieam  Dr. 
Samuel  Parr. 

Mr.  Shendan  next  prefented  a  peution  againft  the  bills,   from 
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the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Kilmarnock.  Notwithftandinz  diat 
the  people  of  Scotland  were  reftrained  from  a  free  declaration  of 
their  op? nionSy  he  had  an  opportunity  of  knowing  the  fentiments  of 
many  of  them  ever  fince  he  had  the  honour  of  hringing  forward  a 
motiony  relative  to  the  Royal  Boroughs,  and  he  could  pofitively  af- 
fcTt  that  there  never  was  a  time  when  the  people  there  were  more 
diflatisfied  than  at  prefent.  It  was,  indeed,  a  fullen  and  filent  dif- 
fansfatUon,  from  which  the  right  honourable  gentleman  oppofite 
might  argue  approbation.  But  he  remarked,  that  they  are  the  more 
to  be  dr^ded,  becaufe  oppreflion  kept  it  filent ;  but  they  were  as 
bx  from  being  fatisfied  as  the  man  who  (hould  be  dunned  by  a  vio- 
lent blow,  and  (hould  then  be  faid  to  exprefs  no  diflatisfaSion. 

General  MACLEOD  warned  the  Houfe,  that  if  many  petitions 
had  not  come  from  Scotland,  diis  was  no  argument  of  their  appro- 
bation of  the  bills.  The  extraordinary  and  fevere  fentences  which 
had  been  lately  paffed  in  Scotland,  had  rendered  the  people  of  that 
country  timid  in  affcrting  their  rights.  He  knew,  however,  they 
would  foon  fend  many  more  petitions  to  the  bar  of  that  Houfe  againft 
the  bills,  which  they  juftly  looked  upon  as  the  deftrudtion  of  their 
liberties.  He  deprecated  the  practice  of  drawing  didindion^  be- 
tween the  different  claffes  of  fociety.  It  was  dangerous  even  to 
our  beloved  Monarch.  But  above  all,  it  was  dangerous  to  the  rich. 
By  what  tenure  did  he  or  any  other  gentleman  hold  their  eftates,  but 
by  the  fufferance  of  thof<j  who  were  termed  the  lower  order  of  the 
people — but  by  the  fufierance  of  his  tenants,  who  paid  him  his 
rents  ?  Were  they  not  all  in  that  Houfe  indebted  for  their  rank, 
as  Members  of  Parliament,  to  the  people  ?  Let  not,  therefore, 
diisclais  be  degraded,  calumniated,  or  vilified.  Was  it  not  mod 
impolitic  for  the  rich  to  irritate  them,  when  they  were  fo  much 
more  powerful ;  when  it  was  to  them  that  the  former  were  indebted 
fcr  their  wealth,  their  cafe,  and  their  honours  ? 

Mr.  WILMOT  obferved,  that  the  expreflion  of  the  lower  or- 
ders of  the  people  was  not  adopted  by  any  Member  of  that  Houfe, 
but  conveyed  in  a  letter  which  was  read  from.  Birmingham.  He  ad- 
verted to  the  petition  which  had  been  prefented  from  Coventry,  and 
declared  his  opinion,  that  it  did  not  convey  the  fenfe  of  the  majo- 
rity of  his  condituents:  it  was  a  petition  which  he  had  declared  he 
could  not  fupport. 

The  SPEAKER  fuggeded,  that  it  would  be  more  proper  for 
honourable  Members  to  attend  in  their  places  when  petitions  were 
prefented,  and  make  fuch  obfervations  upon  them  as  they  thought 
pn^)er,  than  to  allude  to  them,  and  difcufs  them^  when  the  difcuf- 
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fion  fo  much  retarded  public  bufinefs.     The  Houfe  would  deter- 
mine as  its  dignity,  and  the  regularity  of  its  proceedings  required. 

Mr.  FOX  faid,  that  the  Coventry  petition  was  (igned  by  2500 
perfons  ;  and  he  did  not  go  farther  when  he  prefented  it  than  to 
ftate  it  to  be  the  petition  of  thofe  who  figned  it.  If  any  one  pcrfon 
had  IcTs  right  to  make  any  objedtions  to  that  petition  than  anocher, 
he  thought  it  was  that  honourable  gentleman,  becaufe  the  petition- 
ers could  not  find  the  noble  Lord  his  colleague  (Lord  Sheflicld  ;  and 
they  therefore  waited  on  him,  requefting  his  concurrence,  which 
he  refufed  to  give,  and,  of  courfe,  they  had  then  a  rig^t  to  apply 
to  any  Member  they  pleafed,  and  they  applied  to  him  (Mr.  Fox) 
as  a  perfon  agreeing  with  their  fentiments.  The  honourable  gen- 
tleman, therefore,  could  not  complain  that  he  had  not  complete  nor 
tice  of  it ;  ^ind,  Mr.  Fox  faid,  he  prefented  it  purpofely  on  the  nigh( 
when  the  call  of  the  Houfe  took  place,  to  give  the  feireft  opportu- 
nity for  any  objeftion,  though  another  time  would  to  himfclf  have 
been  more  agreeable. 

Mr.  FRANCIS  reprobated  the  diftinflion  atten^pted  to  be  made 
between  the  two  claffes  of  fociety.  It  was  improper  in  this  country 
at  all  times.  It  was  highly  dangerous  now.  It  was  alfo  abfurd 
upon  the  prefent  occafion.  The  perfons  who  were  denominated  the 
lower  claffes,  conceived  that  their  rights  were  particularly  invaded 
by  this  bill,  and  that  they  were  therefore  particularly  interefted  to 
oppofe  it.  The  higher  orders  had  various  means  of  accefs  to  the 
Legiflature,  whether  the  bill  paffed  or  not.  It  was  the  other  claflfes 
only  whom  it  retrained,  and  confequently  the  Houfe  ihould  pay 
mod  attention  to  their  petitions. 

Mr.  VANSITTART  obferved,  that  the  French,  who  had  fct 
out  with  the  do<Strine  of  equality,  had  now  difcovered  ttiat  the  pre- 
fervation  of  fociety  required  various  claffes  and  ranks.  [Here  he 
was  called  to  order  by  Sir  Francis  Baffctt,  for  fpeaking  on  a  fubje<9: 
notconncfted  with  the  queftion.] 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  prefented  a  petition  from  the  inhabitants  of 
Dunfe,  in  Scotland,  againfl  the  bills. 

Mr.  FOX  prefented  a  fimilar  petition  from  the  merchants,  fircc- 
rnen,  and  inhabitants  of  Dartmouth.  He  animadverted  on  the 
addrefs  from  the  county  of  Devon  ;  notice  had  been  given  merely 
of  congratulation  to  His  Majeft ;  no  other  objed  had  been  an- 
nounced. This  petition  led  him  to  conjedture,  that  the  county  of 
Devon  were  not  fo  unanimous  in  favour  of  the  bills,  as  had  been 
reprefented  to  the  Houfe. 

Colonel  ROLLE  vindicated  that  meeting ;  declared  it  was  con- 
vened by  public  advertifemcnt,  arid  on  general  grounds.     The  ad- 
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Acfs  pafled  with  only  five  di  (Tenting  voices  ;  die  general  fenfc  of 
the  oounty  was  conveyed  in  the  ufual  conftitutional  way.  As  fiir 
as  he  could  learn,  he  declared  that  the  fenfc  of  that  county  accorded 
with  that  addrefsy  and  that  they  entertained  a  wi(h  that  fome  pro- 
viiions  might  be  made  againd  feditious  meetings. 

Colonel  ROLLE  prefented  a  petition  in  favour  of  the  bilk, 
from  the  Mayor,  BurgeflTeSi  and  inhabitants  of  South  Molton. 

Mr.  COKE  prefented  a  petition  from  Great  Yarmouth  againft 
the  bills.  It  was  (igned,  he  faid,  moft  refpeflably  ;  not,  indeed, 
by  the  Receiver  General  of  the  land  tax,  or  by  the  officers  of  the 
Cuftom  Houfe. 

Colonel  ROLLE  wiflicd  the  Houfe  to  enter  into  a  Committee, 
and  hoped,  that  when  the  blanks  were  filled  up,  the  people  would 
be  fatisfied  that  there  was  nothing  in  this  bill  unconfiitutional,  nor 
any  thing  to  prevent  all  orders  from  petitioning  in  a  conftitutional 
manner. 

Mr.  THORNTON,  Member  for  Colchefter,  prefented  a  pefi- 
tion  finom  that  town,  againft  the  two  bills  pending  in  Parliament, 
and  praying  for  peace.  He  expreffed  the  utmoft  mortification,  at 
being  obliged  to  diflfer  from  his  conftituents,  in  regard  to  the  bills, 
before  the  Houfe.  On  the  fuhjeil  of  peace,  he  had  the  pleafurc 
moft  heartily  to  concur  with  them,  and  hoped  fomc  refolutions  would 
be  come  to,  at  a  future  time,  likely  to  produce  a  termination  of  the 
war.  He  took  occafion  to  obferve,  that  very  many,  and  very  re* 
fpedable  perfons  had  figned  the  petition,  and  that  it  would  have 
contained  many  other  names,  if  time  had  been  given ;  but  it  lay 
for  (ignatures,  only  during  the  fpace  of  fcven  hours,  from  a  fear  that 
the  bills  would  be  palled  before  it  could  be  tranfmitted  to  the  Houfe, 
if  a  longer  delay  had  taken  place. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  commended  the  firmnefs  and  candour  of  the 
honourable  gentleman,  ajid  hoped  he  agreed  with  his  conftituents, 
ifl  their  idea  of  the  unexampled  rapidity  with  wliich  the  bills  were 
hurried  through  the  Houfe,  and  if  he  did,  he  hoped  that  it  would 
prevail  with  him  to  urge  the  ncceflity  of  taking  a  longer  time  for 
dieir  confideration. 

Mr.  WILBERFORCE  prefented  an  unanimous  petition  from 
the  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  inhabitants  of  Leeds,  for  die  adoption 
of  meafurcs  to  prevent  feditious  meetings. 

Lord  JOHN  RUSSELL  prefented  a  petition  from  the  city  and 
fuburbs  of  Wincheftcr,  againft  the  bills,   vhich  was  (igncd  by  a 
great  number  of  refpedlable  inhabitants,  regularly  convened. 
The  SECRETARY  AT  WAR  brought  up  Colonel  Hay's 
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letter  of  fenticc,  dated  April  2,  1794,  which  was  ordered  folk 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  Chunccllor  PITT  then  moved  the  order  of  the  day,  frr 
the  Houfc  to  refolvc  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  die  whole  Houfc, 
upon  the  bill  for  preventing  feditious  meetings. 

Mr.  CURWEN  faid,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  rife,  agreeable  to  the 
notice  I  gave  on  a  former  day,  to  propofe  to  the  Houfc  the  deli)'  of 
one  weak  before  we  proceed  farther  with  thefe  bills.  Sir,  the  pro- 
ceeding with  due  deliberation  becomes  both  the  wi(3om  and  jufHcc 
of  this  Houfe^  and  never  was  fo  ftrongly  called  for  on  any  former 
occafion  ;  indeed,  none  like  it  ever  was  difculTed  within  thefe  walU. 
Sir,  I  fhall  feel  very  indifferent  to  the  imputations  of  wifliing  to 
prolong  the  difcuflion  by  vexatious  delays  ;  for,  fortunately  for  mf , 
Sir,  I  have  what  will  be  deemed  great  authority  by  the  right  bft- 
nourable  gentleman,  at  lead  I  have  that  of  a  right  honourable  Se- 
cretary of  State,  who,  I  am  forry  not  to  fee  in  his  place,  and  from 
whofe  afliftance,  and  great  abilities,  I  had  much  to  expedl  In  favour 
of  my  motion.  He,  Sir,  on  the  firft  notice  for  the  bringing  on  of 
this  bill,  with  a  manly  regard  to  the  liberty  of  the  fubje6>,  declared 
this  to  be  fuch  a  meafure  as  ought  not  to  pafs  without  it  met  the 
wifhes  of  the  people  ;  and  in  proof  of  his  finceritVt  concurred  vpith 
my  right  honourable  friend  in  the  propriety  of  a  call  of  the  Houfc, 
which  he  avowed  he  had  oppofed  on  almoft  every  other  occafion. 
Sir,  on  the  ground  of  a  fufficient  time  not  having  yet  been  given  to 
know  the  fcnfe  of  the  people,  I  Call  upon  the  Houfc  to  give  a  fair 
opportunity  for  obtaining  it.  This  is  a  meafure  of  which  we  have 
no  prefident  or  example  fince  the  Conftitution  has  been  eftabli(hcd. 
Sir,  if  I  had  the  power,  I  would  not  ufe  it  for  the  defeat  of  thefe 
bills  on  any  other  ground  but  thofe  of  the  general  feelings  and  wilhes 
of  the  country.  If  the  nation  could  fuffcr  it,  I  (hould  think, 
much  as  I  lamented  it,  that  it  was  ufelefs  to  withhold  chains  from 
thofe  who  had  loft  the  relilh  and  love  of  liberty.  Such  is  not,  can- 
not, be  the  cafe  with  the  people  of  England  ;  *tis  a  grofs  calumny 
upon  them  to  fuppofe  it.  I  (hall  ftate  as  (hortly  as  I  can  to  the 
Houfe,  the  reafons  I  think  which  ought  to  induce  them  to  afford 
this  (hort  refpite.  I  require  for  the  country,  that  their  feelings  and 
fentiments  may  be  fairly  known.  Sir,  I  thought  that  necelTary 
before ;  I  think  it  ten  times  more  fo,  in  confequence  of  what  has 
palled  in  the  late  difciifilons  on  this  bill,  which  I  (hall  noti(?c  before 
I  fit  down.  Sir,  agreeing  with  the  right  honourable  Secretary  of 
State,  that  it  would  be  madnefs  to  pafs  this  bill,  unlefs  it  accorded 
with  the  wilhes  of  the  people,  and  agreeing  with  him  in  no  other 
pwint  or  view  rcfpcc^ing  ir,   nothing  but  the  wild,  nufguidcd,  mif- 
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judging  poUcjr  of  the  right  honourable  gcntlennan  could  ever  have 
bfought  fuch  meafores  under  dtfcuflTion  ;  if  mifchief  (hould  cnfue^ 
'tis  chargeable  alone  on  thofe  who  forced  it  upon  us,   and  could 
foppoTe  the  nation  fo  loft  to  every  manly  feeling,  that  they  would 
tamely  part  with  their  liberties  at  the  imperial  mandate  of  a  Mini  Her. 
That  right  honourable  gentleman  will  learn,  and  learn,  I  truft,  to 
his  coity  that  Englifhmen  are  not  to  be  infulted  with  impunity.    Sir, 
as  far  aa  the  fenfe  of  the  country  has  yet  been  taken,  it  has  been 
almoft  unanimous  in  the  seprobation  of  thefe  meafures  ;  an  honcft 
indigRadon  ha$»been  raifed  which  has  feldom,  if  ever,  attended  any 
other  meafure ;  and  well  it  might,  for  none  ever  fo  ftrongly  called 
kt  it.     Now,  Sir,  let  us  examine  for  a  moment,  what  are  the  pe- 
titions on  the  other  llde ;  few,  if  any,  avow  their  approbation  of* 
the  particular  meafures  before  us;  they  all  take  it  for  granted,  that 
the  exiOing  laws  are  not  fufficient  to  guard  the  facred  perfon  of  Ma- 
jdly  from  infulr,  and  call  upon  us  to  render  them  fo. — Sir,  wag 
this  really  the  cafe,  is  diere  a  man  in  this  Houfe  who  would  not 
heartily  concur  with  them }     To  thcfe  gentlemen  I  fay,  firft  lot  us 
have  it  proved  the  laws  are  not  fufficient.*— In  what  predicam(!ttt 
do  the  other  petltionB  ftand  t     They  are  from  chartered  bodies  or 
pcrdbns  rcprefented  in  this  Houfe.    Sir,  the  rights  of  thcfe  gentlemen 
are  not  attacked ;  that  they  fhould  be  indifferent,  or  perhaps  iM 
difpleaicd,    to  ha-ve  fHll  greater  privilege  than'  the  monopoly  that 
they  at  prefent  enjoy,  renders  thdr  approval  of  little  weight.     Sir, 
one  tadivkkial.  under  the  fame  ciocumi^ances  with  thofe  gentlemen, 
appeacing  as  a  petitioner,  wel^s  a  thoufand  times  more ;  \m  tc(H« 
niofif  is  againft  Mmfelf ;  the  teRimony  of  a  party  is  the  mofl  coiw 
clu£ve  that  can  bcs  had.     Sir,  one  of  the  moft  odious  and  obnoxious 
priocipLes  of  this  bill,  is  the  diabolical  attempt  to  eftablifh  diftinc- 
tioQs  between  difi^ent  claflfes  of  ibfcje^s  \  and  this  principle,  how- 
ever geodemen  reprobate  it,  has  been  pretty  well  avowed  by  dir 
kind  of  arguments  which  have  been  ufed  m  fupport  of  the  I^IL 
Sir,  if  there  had  been  as  little  alacrity  on  the  part  of  the  people,  as 
I  ooncend  tbo-e  has  been  7>eal  to  exprefs  to  us  their  fentimcnts,  tt 
might  wdl  have  been  accounted  for,   from  the  particular  clrcum'- 
ibocca  of  ifae  cafcw     Sir,  thofe  who  from  habit,  perhaps  from  fitis- 
atioa,  faaiv«  vfaally  taken  a  lead  in  bringing  forward  the  fentimcnts 
of  die  oountiy,  have  not  a  common  intereft  with  the  bulk  of  the 
ttttiaa^^balk,  d^  I  fay— with  the  great  colle^ttve  body  of  the  pet  - 
pie ;  a  farther  time,  in  juftke,  fhould  be  given.     If  there  was  nd 
other  .ground  to  daim  it,  Sir^  1  might  plead  the  unrivalled  popub- 
rity  which  that  right  honourable  gentleman  has  polTelTed,  as  a  fir- 
tiict  fiBgfoo  fix^dfltajr.}  the  efibffts  of  Ihat  blind  eonfi<it:nce  has  led  to 


our  prefent  fituation  of  unp^raHeled  calamity.  Sir,  changes  of  opi- 
nion are  at  all  times  efFedted  with  difficulty,  and  efpecially  opinions 
formed  on  the  bed  feelings  of  the  heart ;  there  is  a  period  beyond 
which  credulity  itfelf  cannot  reach.  Sir,  the  country  feels  it,  and 
for  the  firft  time,  have  begun  to  open  their  eyes  to  the  ruin  that 
awaits  them*  They  begin,  Sir,  to  difcover,  that,  blinded  by 
alarm,  they  have  been  led  to  a  concurrence  in  a  defiru^ve  and 
ruinous  war,  which  the  good  fenfe  that  refcued  us  from  the  cfk€t% 
of  a  Spantih  and  Ruffian  armament,  would  equally  have  ptote£led 
us  again,  had  it  been  left  to  its  fair  operation.  To  thofe  fears,  to 
thofe  alarms,,  the  nation  is  again  called  to  divert  its  attention  from 
the  furrcndcr  of  the  groundwork  of  its^  liberties  ;  relu<fbintly  has  the 
cbuntry  become  feniible  of  its  danger  \  as  far  as  its  opinion  has  been 
taken,  an  honeft  indignation  has  marked  the  deiign  ;  and  (hall  we 
doubt  an  equal  cnex^gy  and  ardour  will  mark  the  deliberations  of 
every  other  part  of  the  kingdom  ?  Will  this  Houfe  hazard  the  pafs- 
ing  the  bill,  contrary  to  the  declared  fcnfe  of  the  nation  ?  Sir,  it 
dare  not,  it  will  not,  becaufe  it  ought  not  to  do  it.  An  honourable 
gentleman  (Mr.  Wilberforce)  profefles  to  believe  this  outcry  b  but 
a  pretext  to  difplace  a  Minifter.  Grant  it  as  true,  as  I  believe  it 
falfe,  the  meafure  would  be  fully  juRified.  On  what  ground  is  it 
that  we  accufe  this  Minifter  of  an  attempt  to  avail  himfelf  of  the 
power  and  influence  of  his  iituatbn  to  deftroy  the  Conffitution  ? 
Sir,  I  truft  the  country  will  feel  the  full  force  of  his  delinquency, 
and  that  the  united  voice  of  the  pec^le  will  call  upon  tlie  Crown  to 
difmifs  for  ever  a  Minifter  who  has  forfeited  everv  claim  to  confi- 
dence.  Sir,  proud  (hould  I  be  to  concur. in  raifing this  fpirit,  and 
rouling  the  country  from  the  apathy  in  which  it  has  too  long  re* 
mained,  to  the  feelings  of  honeft  indignation  at  fo  daring  an  attack ; 
fuch  feelings  would  be  the  beft  proof  of  the  value  and  eftimation  in 
which  Britons  held  their  liberty.  I  (hould  proudly  exult  in  hear- 
ing the  voice  of  the  nation  prefent  itfelf  at  the  foot  of  the  Throne, 
w^th  thofe  fentiments  of  manly  warmth  and  afiedion  fo  natural  to 
thecharadlerofEngliffimen,  addreffingabeloved^onarch,  ^*  Sixc^ 
we  heard  with  delight  your  affiirance,  on  the  firll  day  of  this  foffion 
of  Parliament,  that  you  confided  with  perfedl  fecurity  in  the  af{e&> 
tions  of  your  people ;  that  the  calamities  of  war,  -  and  the  iron  hand 
of  famine,  had  been  born  with  patience  and  reftgnation;  that  the 
blbod  and  treafur^  of  your  people  had  not  been  fpent  in  vain  \  diat 
it  had  produced  peace  at  home,  and  wrought  a  thorough  diange  in 
the  opinion  of  our  encnues ;  forgetting  the  painful  fcnfations  that 
our  loyalty  had  ever  been  doubted,  we  were  fenfible  oply  to  the  ex- 
ultation and  joy  of  poflefling  your  returned  confideiiiQe  in  our  attache 
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mcnt  to  your  pcifon  and-Government ;  wc  looked  with  well-grounded 
hope  to  the  (peedy  return  of  the  bleflings  of  peace.    But,  Sire,  what 
is  our  alarm  and  difappointment,  when  we  now  find  the  whole  na- 
tion is  again  to  be  treated  as  if  difafFe(fled  to  your  perfon,  and  ene« 
mies  ID  our  Conditution !     Sire,  you  have  been  deceived,  and  we 
bafcly  calumiated  ;  to  doubt  of  our  affe^ion'tind  loyalty  is  attempt* 
ed.     Sire,  our  interefi  and  yours  are  infeparable  ;  the  blow  that  le- 
vels one  rouft  dcftroy  the  other.     Sire,  is  there  a  man,  from  one 
end  of  the  kingdom  to  the  other,  who  does  not  feci  himfelf  equally 
infulted  with  your  Majeity,  in  the  late  abominable  conduft  of  a- 
lawleis  mob  ?     Deign  to  attend.  Sire,  to  your  people ;  know  you< 
rdgn  in  their  hearts ;  wound  them  not  by  diftruft  ;  give  a  &ir  dif- 
play  of  that  affcdlion  you  feel  for  them  ;  fhcw  us  that  love  and  ve*'- 
neration  which  we  know  glows  in  your  breaft  for  the  laws  and  liber- 
ties of  your  country ;  permit  not  its  benign  influence  to  be  inter- 
cepted by  an  ambitious  and  wicked  Minifter,  whofe  tnterefts  are 
not  yours,  nor  your  people  s— -and,  Sire,  there  is  not  a  drop  of 
blood  that  flows  in  our  veins  you  may  not  command,  in  defence  of 
your  facred  perfon  and  Government.     Difmifs,  Sire,  from  your 
councils  a  man,  who  has  calumniated  your  people,  who  has  neither 
the  power  nor  the  will  to  reftore  confidence."— Such,  Sir,  I  con- 
fidently hope  will  be  thecondud  of  the  people.     Sir,  I  agree  wit^ 
dK  right  honourable  gentleman,  in  wifliing  a  £iir  and  decided  opinion 
on  die  conduft  of  thofe  w})o  fupport,  and  thofe  who  oppofe  thefe 
meafurcs  ;  we  are  fairly  at  iflue  ;  I  look  with  confidence  for  the 
dedlion.     Sir,  we  arc  accufed  of  mifreprefentation  ;  fb*ange,  in- 
deed, is  our  condud,  who  intreat  this  Houfe  to  grant  farther  time, « 
which  muff  not  only  deftroy  its  ede£ls,  but  expofe  us  to  the  con- 
tempt and  refentment  of  the  country  !     If  the  fupporters  of  thefe 
meafuics  are  ferious  in  their  charge,'  'tis  their  intereft  to  clofe  with 
my  pnqx>fition.     I  deprecate.  Sir,  as  unworthy  of  a  good  caufCf 
every  attempt  to  mifreprefent,  come  it  from  what  quarter  it  will ; 
but  I  win  not  believe  we  owe  to  fuch  means  the  numerous  ^titions 
on  our  table.     The  delay  I  propofe,  will  fully  afcertain  this  to  the 
fadsfa^on  of  the  Houfe,  and  leave  no  doubt  what  are  the  feelings 
of  die  people. 

Sir,  the  confequences  which  muft  infallibly  refult  from  thefe  ' 
meafures,  are  infinitely  more  alarming  than  at  firft  meets  the  eye; 
Rob  the  people  of  their  right  of  petitioning  ;  take  from  them  their 
intereft  and  connexion  with  the  democratic  part  of  the  Conftitu- 
tion,  and  you  deftroy  with  their  confequencc  their  freedom,  and 
with  theirs  your  own.  Need  I  fay,  the  confequence  of  any  body 
of  men  cannot  be  taken  away  without  their  freedom  follpwing 
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it»     What  will  be  the  iituation  of  this  Houfe,  'wheo  we  have 
drawn  a  line  of  reparation  which  renounces  the  fupport  and  coiv- 
trolling  influence  of  twelve    parts  out  of  thirteen  of  the  whole 
people,  if  the  full  force  of  all  the  united  body  of  the  nation  has 
bjeen  barely  fuilicient  to  maintain  to  us  the  due  influence  in  die 
fcale  ?     What  will  be  our  fuuation,  when  we  reft  upon  the  reprc- 
fented  part  only  ?     Three  or  four  hundred  thoufand  arc,  the  mod 
extended  calculation  out  of  fix  millions ;  if  we  renounce  the  con- 
tixtUing  influence  of  die  people,  if  wc  wantonly  deftroy  the  tics  that 
bavp  united  us,  can  we,  ought  we,  to  cxpe6t  to  look  for  their 
fupport  f     An  adt  of  fuch  inju(lice  muft  degrade  us  in  their  eftima- 
tion,  and  make  them  view  with  fatisfa£llon  our  terms  of  debafe- 
mentand  degradation.     Yes,  Sir,  having  nothing  to  hope  from  us, 
they  will  leave  us  to  condu<Sl  a  ftrugglc  which  has  in  it  nothing  to 
engage  their  afieftion,  or   to  affcfl  their  intcreft ;  wc  (hall  then 
haften  to  what   I   VLjn  not  without  apprchenlion  and  fear  of  \  wx 
are  foft  verging  to  a  mere  r^ifter  ofEce,  to  record  the  burthensof 
the  people.     This  bill.  Sir,  muft  in  its  cfFeds  alter  the  whole 
Conftitiition  ;  popular  opinion  has  retrained  and  countcra<5led  the 
power  and  influence  of  corruption  ;  take  that  away,  and  incfitdual 
will  be  the  ftrugglc  ;  the  exiftence  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  de- 
pends on  the  united  intcreft  of  the  whole  body  of  the  nation.      Sir, 
that  increafcd  corrupt  influence,. of  thq  Crown,  together  with  that 
torrent  of  honour  which  has  of  late  years  inundated  this  Houfe, 
and .  deprived  the  democratic  part  of  the  Conftitution  of  fuch  a 
weight  of  property,  calls  upon  us,  if  we  value  the  exiftence  of  the 
Conftitution,  .to  cheriih  every  prop  and  fupport  to  help  us  to  main- 
tain  our  juft  and  necefl'ary  influence. — Sir,  this  bill  will   have 
the  odious  efte^l  of  having  for  its  mark  the  bulk  of  the  people,  in 
contradiftinclion  to  the  few  who  are  already  in  polTeflTion  of  the 
fnonopoly  of  the  tledtiv^  franchife.     Sir,  it  wants  the  firft  princi- 
ple of  hw,  that  all  (hould  be  equally  the  objetSts  of  it.     Sir,  a  free 
(Country  can  alone  exift,  where  there  is  freedom   of  fpcech,   and 
freedom  of  the  prcfs  ;  when  thefe  are  gone,  all  that  remains  cnufl 
ioon  follow.     1  o  adytrt,  Sir,  to  the  grounds  on  which  we  are  called 
upon  to  pafs  this  bill,  proof  of  the  exifting  circumftances  which  re- 
quired or  juftified  any  mcafure>  have  been  denied  us,  and  wc  are 
called  upon  to  give  our  fan(Slion  to  it,  upon  the  general  natonctyf 
on  which  we  dilFer  moft  widely ;  and  yet,  Sir,  Minifters,  if  they 
are  in  poflcinon  of  any  information  to  juftify  any  proceeding  at  allj 
chufe  to  withhold  it.     The  principle  of  forn)er  legiflacors  was, 
firft  U  confi  Jcr  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  meafure  that  required 
their  in  erferancci  and  adapt  their  remedy  to  the  difeafe  ;  but  our 
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lulc  of  Icgiflation  is  to  be  governed  by  the  will  of  a  Miniftcr.  Sir, 
I  think,  the  experience  we  have  had  (hould  teach  us  a  greater  de- 
gree of  caunon ;  a  committee  of  Parliament  did  declare  a  traitorous 
ccrrefpondcnce  to  eicift  ;  repeated  verditSs  of  juries  negatived  that 
hc\f  and  every  honeft  man  in  the  country  rejoiced  at  it. .  Sir,  it  was 
this  interference  which  I  blamed  on  a  former  occafion  ;  had  the 
laws  been  left  to  take  their  courfe,  a  proper  punifhment  would  have 
followed.  Should  this  Houfc  not  doubt  a  little  its  own  feelings  and 
difpofition,  too  eafily  to  credit  every  thing  which  leads  to  the  con- 
firmation of  plots  and  difaffeflion  ?  Sir,  as  a  proof  of  it,  I  (hould 
inftance  the  information  of  an  honourable  member,  who,  I  am 
fatisficd,  had  no  intention  to  miflead  the  Houfe,  when  he  informed 
us,  that  the  do<3rine  of  King  killing  had  been'  preached  at  Copen- 
hagen Houfe  ;  but  how  was  the  faft ;  alarmed,  indeed,  (hould  I 
have  been,  if  there  had  been  a  man  wicked  enough,  or  fuch  a  body 
of  men,  fo  loft  to  the  feelings  that  ought,  and  do,  afluate  Engli(h- 
men,  to  have  been  paftive  auditors  of  fuch  dodrine.  Now,  Sir, 
no  fuch  thing  did  happen ;  that  meeting  pa  fled  with  perfcS  deco- 
rum and  order.  That  abominable  hanJ  bill  is  faid  to  have  been 
diftributcd  there  ;  had  Government  no  reporters  there  ?  Was  it 
not  the  intereft  of  thefe  (gentlemen  to  dellroy  the  efFed  of  the  order 
and  regularity  of  the  meeting,  for  fucli  pcrfons  can  exift  but  in  times 
of  flifpicion.  Would  it  have  been  fafe  for  any  but  themfelves  to 
have  been  the  diftributors  ?  How  comes  it.  Sir,  if  otherwife,  the 
perfons  concerned  were  not  apprehended  ?  Would  thefe  reporters 
have  been  a(hamed  for  once  to  adl  an  open  and  honourable  part  ? 
Sir,  if  we  are  to  judge  which  fide  had  the  moift  intereft,  I  (hould 
be  authorized  in  attributing  it  to  them  fooner  than  any  other ;  Sir, 
I  might  notice,  as  (hewing  the  difptifition  of  the  Houfc,  the  patience 
with  which  it  endured  a  ftory  of  a  worthy  Alderman,  which,  when 
noticed,  was  fo  contemptible,  as  to  meet  the  reprobation  of  the 
whole  Houfe.  Sir,  I  am  much  obliged  to  a  noble  Lord  who,  on 
a  former  night,  entertained  the  Houfe  with  fuch  a  mafs  of,  what 
(hall  I  call  it,  abfurdity  and  nonfenfc,  as  called  forth  in  my  breaft 
aftoni(hment  and  indignation,  that  it  could  be  fuppofcd  poflible  that 
the  affedion  and  loyalty  of  the  whole  country  to  its  Government 
could  be  deftroyed  by  fuch  treafon  to  God,  the  Conftitution,  and 
common  fcnfe.  Sir,  I  (hould  think  fuch  pro'duflions  could  only 
have  found  an  author  and  admirer  within  the  walls  of  Bedlam.  Sir, 
upon  the  cxtention  of  treafon,  I  flrall  fay  but  a  few  words  \  the 
moft  clear  and  abfolute  neceffity  would  alone  induce  me  to  increafc 
the  peoal  ftatutes,  fatisfied  feverc  penalties,  and  efpecially  difpro- 
portionate  ones,  tends  rather  to  the  efcapc  than  the  punifhment  of 
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offenders.  I  cannot  have  foi]got  the  rondu£t  of  a  right  honourable 
gentleman  upon  a  former  treafon  hiii,  when  a  treafon  was  to  have 
been  made  a  felony  ;  on  it  being  objected  that  the  accufed  would 
be  in  a  lefs  advantageous  fltuation,  and  particularly  fo  with  refpcd 
to  the  advantage  he  would  have  drawn  from  having  a  lift  of  his 
witneiTes  previous  to  his  trial,  how  was  that  treated  by  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  ?  He  faid,  that  might  be  the  fo  fwelled  by 
a  cloud  of  witnelTcsy  as  to  render  it  perfe£Uy  nugatory.  With 
fuch  opinions  and  fentimcnts  of  the  criminal  jurifprudence  of  the 
•country,  I  feel  myfelf  fully  juftified  in  doubting  of  every  meafure 
that  (hould  come  to  us  through  the  channel  of  that  right  hoftoura- 
ble  gentleman.  Sir,  in  the  name  of.  the  people  of  England,  I 
intreat  this  Houfe  not  to  preclude  them  an  opportunity  of  being 
heard  againil  the  bills  at  your  bar  ;  if  the  Voice  of  the  people  is  to 
flop  thefe  bills,  let  the  people  not  owe  it  to  any  other  branch  of 
the  legiflature,  nor  place  us  in  the  fituation  of  feeming  indiflferent 
to  their  intereft.  Sir,  an  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Wilberforcc; 
aiks  us,  if  we  love  peace?  Niight  I  not,  with  as  much  juflice 
and  propriety,  alk  that  honourable  gentleman  if  he  loved  liberty, 
and  could  have  been  fmcerc  in  his  endeavours  to  obtain  freedom  for 
thoufands,  who  never  tailed  of  its  blcflings,  and  now  be  a  friend  to 
meafures  which  would,  if  carried,  edabliih  dcfpotifm  in  a  countiy 
which  confidercd  liberty  as  the  firrt  of  its  poflcflions  ?  Is  not  fuch 
•^conduft  and  infiuations  unworiliy  of  any  gentleman  r  To  the  con- 
fiftency  of  men's  charad^ers,  we  ought  alone  to  appeal  for  the  mo- 
tives of  their  condudt.  Gentlemen  call  "hear"  to  thatteft;  I  am 
not  afraid  to  reply ;  (ince  I  have  had  the  honour  of  a  feat  in  this 
Houfe,  I  have  excrcifcd  an  unbiaiTcd  opinion,  nor  has  my  attach- 
ment to  men  warped  me  from  thofe  principles  which  hitherto  have, 
and  I  hope  always  will,  decide  my  condud.  Sir,  I  fubfcribc 
moft  heartily  to  the  dodtrine  laid  down  by  my  right  honourable 
friend  (Mr.  Fox)  upon  a  former  night,  that  if  you  do  force  thefe 
bills  upon  the  great  bulk  of  the  nation,  againd  their  will,  reiiftance 
will  be  no  longer  a  qucftion  of  moral  duty,  but  of  prudence.  Con- 
traft  this  dodlrine,  and  then  let  the  nation  judge  whether  the  friends 
or  oppofers  of  thefe  bills  arc  more  entitled  to  their  confidence.  A 
right  honourable  gendeman,  (Mr.  Windham)  Secretary  at  War, 
talked  of  employing  vigour  more  than  law  ;  what  docs  this  mean  ? 
Is  he  fo  little  acquainted  with  the  fluff*  of  which  an  Englifli  heart 
is  compofed,  that  he  can  fuppofe  thofe  who  have  been  the  orna- 
ments of  their  country,  who  have  been  proud  to  (hed  their  blood 
in  its  defence,  could  forget  the  love  of  liberty  they  fucked  in  with 
thclr][motber's  milk,  and  have  become  the  inflrumcnts  of  enflaving 
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their  fellow  fubje^s  ? .  Sir,  it  is  calumniating  thefe  brave  men  to 
fuppofe  it ;  one  t}'rant  made  the  experiment,  and  may  the  example 
deter  a  repetition  of  the  attempt ;  reftore  to  us.  Sir,  the  blefTings 
of  peace,  and  profperity  will  naturally  follow ;  let  us  change  our 
mcifarcs  ;  rcfpcdl  the  Conftitution  ;  correa  the  abufes  that  afford 
bur  too  juft  grounds  for  complaint,  and  I  truft  we  fhall  have  nothing 
to  fear  from  either  anarchy  or  defpotifm.  Sir,  deeply  impreifed 
wich  the  awful  crifis  of  the  moment,  I  have  felt  it  my  duty  to  fub- 
mit  to  the  confidcration  of  the  Houfe,  the  propriety  of  adjourning  for 
a  week  the  farther  difcuffion  of  this  bill, 

Mr.  HARRISON  rofc  to  fecohd  the  motion.     He  declared  it 
his  opinion,  a»-faras  he  could  judge,  that  the  people  of  the  country 
were  totally  averfc  to  the  bill,  and  lamented  che  abfence  of  a  right 
honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Dundas),  whofe  concurrence  in  the 
idea  he  fliould  h^ve  looked  for.     Time,  he  infifted,  (hould  be  given 
to  obtain  rhe  opinions  of  the  people  in  the  remote  parts  of  the  king- 
dom.     It  was  a  meafure  that  ought  not  to  be  adopted  by  MiniAers, 
cxce|>t  they  mea/it  to  infult  the  people,  and  alienate  their  affedHons 
from  Parliament.   It  was  a  meafure,  in  his  mind,  not  to  be  endured, 
f  )r  it  was  an  abominable  and  daring  violation  of  the  liberty  of  the 
country.      Admitting  the  arguments  of  Miniftcrs  in  their  full  ex- 
tent, and  even  allowing  their  calumnious  affertions,  ftill  the  meafure 
ought  to  be  fpurned  with  indignation,  and  the  people  (hould  mani- 
fdi  thdr  abhorrence  againft  a  bill  fubverfive  of  the  Conditution. 
It  was  (Ull  mure  (Irange  to  fee   Miniflcrs,  at  this  critical  period, 
venture  to  introduce  a   meafure  that  did  away  the  fecurity  of  the 
fubjcct,  and  deiiroycd  the  great  Charter  of  the  nation,  as  eftablifhed 
by  the  Bill  of  Rights.      He  hoped  that  the  various  parts  of  the  bill 
would  never  come  to  be  difculTcd,  and  refufed  to  fubfcrilDC  to  that 
opinion  which  fome  gentlemen  advanced  the  other  night  refpcdling 
the  abrogation  of  the  Bill  of  Rights  like  other  ftatutes. — Such  a 
fentimcnt  he  confidcred  as  treafon  to  the  Conftitution.     He  wifhed 
kn  harther  time  that  the  opinions  of  the  people  at  large  might  be 
more  fully  taken  ;  and  hj  hoped  and  trufted  that  their  opinions 
would  always  have  a  due  and  proper  weight. 

Mr.  WALLACE  faid  it  was  impoflible  for  him  to  concur  in 
the  motion  that  had  been  made,  for  this  plain  reafon,  that  he 
thought  if  the  bill  in  queftion  was  neccifary  at  all,  if  the  obje«^  it 
had  in  view  ought  to  be  allowed,  it  fhould  be  done  as  fpecdily  as 
poflibie,  coniiftent  with  due  deliberation  and  the  dignity  of  Parlia- 
ment. The  honourable  gentleman  who  had  brought  forward  the 
motion,  had,  as  far  as  he  could  colle^l,  grounded  it  upon  the  impor- 
tance of  obtaining  the  fentiments  of  the  people  upon  the  prcfcnt  occa- 
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fion,  and  the  want  of  time  to  do  it  in  more  remote  parts  of  the 
kingdom.  Whatever,  he  faid,  had  as  its  objc<5l  to  encourage  the 
exercife  of  the  right  of  pctiiioning,  whatever  tended  to  bring  before 
the  Houfe  the  wilhes  or  feelings  of  the  nation,  he  for  one  ftvjulj 
always  treat  with  refpe£t.  But  he  muft  obfcrve,  that  the  value 
and  defirablenefs  of  all  petitions  to  that  Houfe,  was  in  proportion 
only  as  they  fpoke  the  real  fenfe  of  the  people,  and  the  attcntloa 
with  which  he  (hould  treat  them  would  depend  upon  the  convidiion 
he  had,  that  they  had  not  been  obtained,  as  many  of  them  upn 
the  table  had  been,  by  the  grolTcft  impofition,  calumny,  and  mlf- 
rcprefentatton  ;  that  thofe  who  had  fubfcribed  them  had  perfedly 
underftood  that  upon  which  they  were  deciding,  and  intended  to 
convey  to  Parliament  the  fentimcnts  they  contained.  If,  he  faid,  the 
people  were  told  that  a  meafurc  fapped  the  foundation  of  their  liber- 
ties, that  it  violated  the  right  of  political  diffcuffion,  that  it  circum- 
fcribed  the  liberty  of  the  prefs,  that  it  interrupted  private  commu- 
nication and  intercourfe,  that  it  made  illegal  and  abolifhed  all  thofc 
focieties  eftabliflied  in  various  parts  of  the  country  for  the  benefit  and 
comfort  of  the  lower  orders  of  the  people  ;  if  under  thefe  impref- 
iions  they  were  feduced  to  fign  petitions  againft  a  meafure,  wliich 
upon  the  fullcft  confideration,  he  was  convinced,  not  only  could  nt 
produce  fuch  efFedls,  but  that  the  greateft  benefit  would  arifc  from 
It  to  the  peace  of  the  country,  the  fecurity  of  the  Conftitution ;  was 
the  table  loaded  ten  times  as  much  as  it  was  with  remonftrances  or 
petitions,  could  he  in  duty  to  the  Houfe,  to  his  conftituents,  or 
to  the  petitioners  themfelves,  wifh  fuch  petitions  to  be  ro'tlti- 
plicd,  or  fuffer  his  public  condu<Sl  to  be  influenced  by  them  ;  hi 
would  not  do  it ;  he  was  forry  he  muft  aft  in  oppofition  even  to 
the  prejudices  of  a  number  of  his  fellow  fubjcfts,  but  he  would  do 
his  beft  to  ferve  them  not  with  ftandins;,  and  ufe  cverv  effort  to  avert 
from  them  the  dangers  and  calamities  he  faw  Impending  over  thtrir 
heads.  It  had  been  the  objeft  'of  the  gentlemen  on  the  other  fide, 
to  avail  themfelves  of  any  circumftance  {qt  the  purpofes  of  delay; 
It  W3S  to  this  difpofition,  that  the  ill-timed  difcuflion  upon  a  pam- 
phlet had  been  brought  forward  a  night  or  two  ago,  and  to  this 
only  he  attributed  the  motion  diat  was  now  offered  to  the  Houfe ; 
he  fo  attributed  it,  bccaufe  the  honourable  gentleman  muft  have 
known  how  far  the  time  was  or  was  not  fufficient  for  collcding  ths 
public  opinion  long  ago,  when  it  had  been  underftood  that  this  dii- 
cuflicn  of  the  bill  would  come  on  at  this  time  ;  why  did  he  not, 
tlicn,  make  his  propofition  before  ?  Had  he  juft  made  the  difcovcry, 
fiiat  certain  parts  of  the  kindgom  were  remote  from  London,  and 
that  the  fentimcnts  of  the  people  in  thofe  parts  could  not  be  taken 
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mA  fpccd  enough  for  his  purpofe ;  he  could  not  hetp  obferving  the 
curious  coincidence  of  this  difcovery,  with  another  which  would  a 
little  more  explain  the  object  of  the  motion  ;  the  honourable  gen- 
tlcman  had  made  the  difirovery  he  had  mentioned,  precifely  at  the 
time  another  honourable  gentleman  on  the  fame  fide  had  difcover- 
cd  that  £xne  alterations  were  likely  to  be  made  in  the  committee, . 
which,  as  he  &id,  would  tend  to  make  the  meafure  more  palatable, 
*./(hich  he  believed  would  make  it  more  clear,  and  rcfcue  it  from 
imk  calumnies  and  mifconfhiidlions  which  had  created  the  diifatis- 
Uckion  in  the  country,  whatever  it  was,  and  produced  all  the  peti- 
tions they  had  heard.     The  honourable  gentleman  feared,  he  fup-  ^ 
{xVed,  that  people  (hould  underfland  the  meafure,  and  that  in  fuch 
an  undcrftanding  the  petitions  wpuld  ceafe,  their  popularity  virould 
fill,  and  the  difcontent  and  irritation  of  the  public  mind  would  fub- 
fide  and  vanifh.     They  feared  that  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
man and  others,  would  not  have  an  opportunity  of  giving  that  advice 
which  they  had  avowed  ready  to  give  on  a  former  night,  he  meant 
the  advice  to  relift,  if  refiftance  promifcd  to  be  fuccefsful.     The 
dodrine  then  dated  had  been  already  juAly  reprobated  ;  he  for  one 
muit  iay,  he  thought  the  mod   dangerous  and  detedable  ^hat  had 
ever  been  uttered  within  that  Houfe;  it  was  called  a  dodtrine  of  the 
revolution  ;  a  dodrine  of  revolution  he  admitted  it  to  be,  but  not 
of  the  revolution  of  1 688  ;  the  principle  of  that  event  was  that  of 
rdiding  the  violation  of  the  laws,  liberties,  and  conditution  of  tho 
realm.     This  wa&  direded  againd  the  Condituticm  itfelf,  and  was 
nothiif  but  a  principle  of  rebellion.     But  he  went,  he  faid,  dill 
farther;  the  very  uttering  fuch  a  fentiment,  the  making  fuch  a  de- 
claration, was  a  deep  wound  and  infult  to  the  Conditution  ;  did 
gcndemcn  think  the  freedom  of  the  declarations  of  Parliament  no- 
thing, and,  could  they  fay  that  men  deliberated  with  freedom,  when 
they  were  told  if  you  come  to  fuch  a  dccidon,  we  will  advife  the 
pc-ople  to  un(heath  the  fword  of  infurredtion,  and  light  up  the  flames 
of  civil  war  from  one  end  of  the  kingdom  to  the  other.  Then  re- 
verting to  his  argument,  he  faid,  he  had  dated  that  if  thefe  bills 
were  beneficial  at  all,  they  admitted  of  no  unneccifary  delay.      If 
meetings  did  fubfid  in  the  country,  where  d|o<Slrines  of  fedition 
were  propagated,  tendlrg  to  taint  the  loyalty  of  the  people,  and  fub- 
vert  their  attachment  to  the  Conditution  ;  if  writings  of  the  mod 
treaibnable  import  were  ilTued  by  focieties  edablidied  for  the  pur^* 
pofc  of  overturning  the  government,  and  that  there  were  fuch  he 
afierted.  He  faid,  much  had  been  founded  upon  noconnc£)ion  being 
iaid  to  fubfid  between  Citizen  Lee  and  the  Corrcfponding  Society  ; 
be  wKhcd  gentlemen  would  put  the  queftion  upon  that  ilfue,  aAd 
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admit  the  neceflity  of  thefe  meafures,  if  fuch  a  connedkm  could  be 
eilabliflied  ;  he  believed  they  would  not  hazard  it,  for  he  knew 
that  it  could  be  proved  to  the  conviAion  of  any  man,  whofe  mind 
uras  open  to  rational  convidHon  upon  the  fubje6t.  If  then  fuch 
focieties  did  exift,  they  mufl  be  inconfiftent  with  the  peace  of  any 
government.  But  he  faid,  why  do  I  talk  to  the  honourable  gov 
tleman  (Mr.  Curwcn)  of  the  dangerous  tendency  >of  tfacfclbcietics: 
he  himfelf  told  i|s  a  few  nights  dgo,  (with  what  confiftcncy  with  his 
prefent  conduct,  he  no  doubt  wouldexplain,  as  a  gentleman  who  talks 
fo  highly  of  the  value  b^fets  on  conflftency,  would  furely  not  violate 
it)  he  told  us  that  he  had  always  difapproved  and  feared  thefe  meet- 
ings and  focieties,  that  he  faw  their  confequences,  (and  if  he  did  fee 
them,  God  knows  he  had  much  reafon  to  fear),  that  he  faw  their 
confequences,  and  feared  them  much,  yet  what  he  much  more  feared 
was,  that  my  right  honourable  friend  fhould  introduce  any  meafure 
to  defeat  the  efFeds  of  them  ;  did  the  honourable  gentleman's  dif* 
ference  of  opinion  carry  him  fo  far,  that  he  had  rather  fee  the  countir 
perifh,  than  that  my  right  honourable  friend  (hould  have  the  glon' 
of  faving  it  ?  if  he  fo  felt,  it  would  have  been  eafy  for  him  to  have 
ravifhed  that  glory  from  him  ;  it  would  have  been  more  honoura- 
ble, more  patriotic,  more  confiftent  to  have  brought  forward  fomc 
meafure  himfelf  for  the  purpofe.  But  the  honourable  gentleman 
had  found  out  that  any  reftri(5\ion  was  too  great ;  that  the  country 
was  not  to  be  iaved  at  fuch  a  price  ;  that  to  fpread  fcdition  was  the 
beft  privilege  of  the  fubjed,  and  to  excite  difafFedion  to  his  fovc- 
reign  the  mod  glorious  diftin<^ion  of  an  Englifhman ;  when  thofewerc 
taken  from  them  nothing  valuable  was  lett,  all  in  the  Conftitudon 
for  which  a  man  ought  to  care  was  vani(hcd  ;  it  was  then  a  matter 
of  indifference  to  him  whether  the  fate  of  the  country  was  anarchy 
or  defpotifm.  Yet,  Sir,  rccolledling  the  beft  reafon  the  honoura- 
ble gentleman  had  offered  to  convince  us  of  his  attachment  to  die 
prefent  order  of  things,  and  his  regard  for  the  Conftitution,  name- 
ly, that  he  has  a  large  fortune  which  he  wifhcs  to  tranfmit  to  his 
children,  I  cannot  help  a  litdc doubting  this  indifference  ;  for  look- 
ing on  one  lide  to  the  eStd  of  anarchy,  as  relating  to  the  tranfmif- 
fion  of  property,  from  the  example  of  France,  looking  to  theeffcft 
of  defpotifm,  on  the  other,  as  exemplificti  in  many  kingdoms  of 
Europe  ;  notwithftanding  all  the  honourable  gentleman's  profcf- 
fions  and  declarations,  I  cannot  help  believing  that  he  tnuft  enter- 
tain, at  the  bottom,  a  little  fneaking  preference  for  defpotifm. 

He  fhould  not,  he  faid,  think  it  neceffary,  upon  tlie  qucftion 
dien  before  the  Houfe,  to  go  into  a  minute  defcription  t)f  the  bilh ; 
they  had  been  often  argued  witli  the  moft  convincing  ability.     He 
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voaM  HOC  therelbre  weaken  die  impidfion,  that  he  doubted  not  had 
already  been  made  upon  the  Houfe  by  any  repetition  of  the  argu- 
raents  on  the  fubje£t ;  but  muft  take  kave,  generally,  to  fay,  that 
they  had  his  moft  complete  and  decided  approbation ;  that  he  did 
not  think  they  at  all  afiedted  the  right  of  petition,  or  could  be  fairly 
contended  to  do  fo,  notwithflanding  the  pains  that  had  been  taken 
to  confound  a  notice  and  a  licence ;  which  latter,  every  one  muft 
know,  had  never  been  in  the  idea  or  contemplation  of  thofe  who 
had  brought  forward  the  bill.     He  thought  it  neceiTary,  becaufe, 
though  there  were  laws  for  the  puni&mentof  fedition,  yet  that  they 
were  fuch,  diat  the  multiplicity  of  oflSsnces  baffled  their  application. 
The  cxifting  laws  had  been  applied  as  hr  as  they  could.     An  ho- 
nourable gentleman  had,  in  the  courfe  of  that  night,  lamented  the 
numbers  that  were  fuffering  puniflimen^  under  them ;  this  at  leaft, 
was  a  proof,  that  thofe  to  whom  the  duty  of  applying  the  laws  had 
fallen,  were  not  backward  to  perform  the  duty  entrufted  to  them  \ 
and  if  at  the  fame  time,  which  couM  not  be  denied,  fociieties  did 
exift —  did  carry  on  their  proceedings  with  equal  adi  vity  and  boldnefs 
— ^if  the  country  was  ftill  deluged  with  feditious  publications  of  every 
kind,  it  (atisfied  his  mind,  of  the  com{4cte  inadequacy  of  the  cxift- 
ing provifions  to  check  the  evil  and  fecune  the  fafety  of  the  country. 
The  occafion  of  thefe  meafures,  Wsls  the  outrage  committed  againft 
His  M ajcfty ;  upon  which  he  was  happy  to  obferve,  there  appeared 
nothing,  whether  in  the  Houfe  or  in  the  Petitions  they  had  received, 
but  one  univerfal  fentiment  of  abhorrence.     He  would  not,  he  faid, 
take  upon  him  to  fay  it  arofe  from  any  particular  meeting ;  he  would 
noc  affirm,  that  thofe  who  directed  the  proceedings  at  Copenhagen 
Houfe  put  the  treafon  into  the  hands  of  the  alfaiTm,  and  font  him  to 
cx:care  the  fatal  purpofe  upon  the  facred  pcrfon  of  his  Sovereign. 
This  he  would  not  iky ;  bat  he  would  confidently  aflert,  that  the 
dodrines  and  4>rinciple8  promulgated  by  various  meetings,  and  cer- 
tainly not  iefs  by  the  Correfponding  Society  than  any  other,  tend* 
ing  ID  create  hatred  againft  al  1  the  higher  orders  of  tlie  State ;-  -  te  de- 
ftroy  the  allegiance  of  the  people  to  the  Government  under  which 
they  lived ;  and  root  firom  their  hearts  their  aiFedion  and  love  for 
their  Sovereign ;— -working  upon  uninformed  and  ignorant  minds— 
aiecalcubted  to  produce  every  evil, — every  outrage, — and  every  vio- 
lence.    He  faid,  with  a  view  of  putting  an  end  to  fuch  focieties, 
(and  bv  that  means  to  proted  the  Conftitution  and  their  Sovereign), 
they  were  called  upon  to  proceed  without  delay  in  the  prefent  mea- 
funs— 4ic  would  not  fay,  (though  he  thought  they  might  dp  much), 
that  even  thefe  would  give  His  Majefty  efFeSual  fecurity.     No 
laws  that  their  aiFedion  could  fuggeft,— no  guards  with  which  fuf- 
Vol.  XLHI.  3B 
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picion  itfelf  could  furround  him,— could  give  ef&d  to  his  objed : 
the  only  complete  Ccurity  for  a  Sovereign  was  in  the  hearts  and  af- 
fed^ions  of  his  people ;  in  thefe  His  Majcfty  had  thus  far  found  ir, — 
in  thcfe  his  prcdeceflbrs  had  found  a  protection,  which  the  hiftory 
of  other  nations  informed  them,  all  the  powers  of  defpotifm  cmiU 
not  afford :— to  ppcferve  to  him  this  invaluable  guard, — to  prevent 
the  hearts  of  his  people  from  being  ftolen  from  him,— to  defeat  the 
artifices  and  views  of  a  few  defperatc  men  leagued  againft  him,  againft 
us,— againft  the  peace,  happinefs,  and  liberty  of  the  people  they 
arc  labouring  to  delude,  is  the  objcft  of  the  prcfcnt  meafurcs. 
Having  fcen  the  outrages  that  the  pradices  of  thefe  men  had  already 
occafioned,  knowing  that  they  might  be  repeated,  and  convinced 
that  thefe  bills  were  neceflary  to  defeat  and  prevent  them,  he  felt  he 
could  not  confent  to  the  prefent  motion,  becaufe  he  felt  that  ever)* 
hour  that  was  loft  to  their  proceedings,  was  loft  to  the  prcfcrvation 
of  the  Sovereign  and  the  (afety  of  the  Conftitution. 

Mr.  WHITBREAD  pleaded  guilty  to  the  chai^ge  of  delaying 
the  commitment  of  the  bill,  merely  and  folely  for  the  purpofe  of 
obtaining  more  petitions  againft  it,  in  its  prefent  abominable  (hape. 
Happy  was  it  for  the  country,  that  the  Conffitution  of  that  Houfe 
had  provided  forms  of  deliberation,  apparently  with  a  profpedivc 
apprehenfion  of  the  ncceffity  in  certain  cafes,  for  delay.     In  thofc 
forms,  he,  with  his  honourable  fiiends,  intended  to  intrench  them* 
felves,  and  in  thofe  forms  they  would  defend  their  poft  againft  the 
pairing  of  the  bills,  in  doing  which  he  believed  ther  (hould  alfo 
defend  the  liberties  of  the  country.     Every  day,  every  hour,  and 
every  moment  that  thefe  bills  were  delayed  from  pafllng  into  a  law 
was  a  day,  an  hour,  and  a  moment  preferved  to  die  freedom  of  the 
people.     It  had  been  faid,  that  the  Petitions  were  obtained  in  an 
unfair  manner ;  he  denied  the  feft.     Do  they  not  fpeak  the  fenti- 
mcnts  of  the  people  of  England  ?  If  they  do  not  fpeak  the  fentiments 
of  the  people  of  England,  what  is  it  that  makes  Minlfters  fo  anxious 
to  force  the  bills  upon  them  ?  They  know  that  there  is  an  unani- 
mous, a  decided  oppofition  to  this  deteftable  meafure  throughout 
the  kingdom.    One  honourable  gentleman  aflcrts,  that  a  particular 
Petition  does  not  convey  the  fentiments  of  the  people  at  targe,  bu 
does  it  not  convey  the  fentiments  of  thofc  who  fubfcribed?  Anothe 
honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Luftiington)  contends,  that  the  pcopl 
of  property  are  of  oppofite  opinions,  and  wifti  for  more  coercive 
meafurcs.   In  an  affair  of  this  univerfal  importance  he  would  aiTert 
that  property  was  not  a  matter  of  light,  hut  of  no  confideraticn, 
for  the  pooi^  perfon  has  more  at  flake  in  the  iffue  of  thefe  bills 
than  the  moft  opulent  men  in  th<^  kingdom.     An  honourable  gen 
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ckman  had  fpokeni  of  the  mifreprefentatibn  employed  to  procure 
thefe  petitions  ;  but  furely  he  had  forgotten  at  the  fame  time  the 
mifrcprefentations  of  thofc  perfons  who  fupported  the  bUl.     They 
mHre|>rdcnted  it   when    they  aiferted    that   it  was  meant  as   a 
giaard  to  defend  and  proted  the  liberties  of  the  people,  for  they 
knew  that   it   was  not  only  a  daring  attack  upon  thofe  liber- 
ties,    but  that  fuch  was  the  obje(Sl  profeiTedly  in  view.       Mr. 
Whitbread  again   acknowledged,  that  he  wi(hcd   for  delay,   be- 
caufe  he  wiflied  the  people  to  examine  whether  the  bills  were  or 
were  not  intended  as  a  fecurity  for  their  liberties.  He  wiflied  for  de- 
lay that  they  might  have  an  opportunity  of  comparing  and  confult- 
ing  together,  and  be  able  to  give  their  opinions  freely.     He  wifhed 
for  delay,  above  all  things,  that  no  modification  might  be  made, 
that  the  objc^^onable  parts  might  not  be  removed,  and  that  the 
poiibn  might  not  be  rendered  more  palatable.     He  confeffed  open- 
ly and  bddly,  that  he  defired  to  have  the  bills  go  forth  to  the  w^orld 
in  all  their  natural  and  original  deformity,  that  the  people  might  fee 
what  an  alarming  (Iretch  of  power  had  been  made  ;  that  they  might 
lee  them  before  they  were  fmoothed  down  ;  and  that  they  might 
Ice  them  before  they  were  rendered  a  perfect  nullity  of  the  meafure ; 
fin-  he  was  well  aware  that  Miniflers  would  retain  die  form,  though 
they  dcCiroyed  its  force,  for  their  own  credit.     They  pretended  that 
the  bills  were  to  fecure  the  liberties  and  Conftitution  of  the  country. 
He  was  not  furprifed  at  fuch  pretences,  for  he  knew  that  it  had 
been  the  pradice  of  weak  pditicans,  and  of  furious  bigots,  in  all 
ages,  to  pretend,  while  they  fecretly  undermined  any  inftitution, 
that  they  were  putting  that  inftitution  on  a  firmer  bafis.    Have  not 
the  axe,  the  wheel,  and  the  ftake,  been  ufed  to  enforce  that  mild 
religion  we  profeis  ?    -^ow  he  would  unequivocally  affirm  that 
thcfe  biDs  were  ei^actly  of  a  fimilar  nature,  aod  equally  deteAable 
with  the  moil  defpotic  meafures  of  the  mod  accurfed  tyrant  upon 
arth.      Inftead  of  beholding  the  people  profper  under  a  govem- 
meiu  of  freedom,  juAice,  and  mercy,  wc  ftiall  foon  fee  them  fink 
under  a  government  of  tyranny,  of  perfecution,  and  of  blood — aye  of 
blood  ;  a  government  of  blood  !      Is  there  no  blood  in  this  bill  ? 
What  docs  it  tend  to  but  the  (bedding  the  blood  of  his  Majefiy's 
fubjcdls,  when  it  fo  (lightly  enforces  military  execution  ?     The  bill 
was  a  fevcre  and  rigorous  adl ;  and  if  it  was  polTiblc  to  heighten  the 
tigour  of  it,  it  wad  now  to  be  paded  into  a  law  without  one  tittle 
of  evidence,  without  the  (hiallelt  (badow  of  necelTity.     This  is  not 
all ;  it  does  not  even  exten  J  to  the  very  purpofes  for  which  it  was 
propofcd.     A  noble  Lord  (Mornington)  had  quoted  a  number  of  in- 
decent eitra^  from  a  variety  of  pamphlets  ;  but  would  the  noblp 
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Lord,  or  any  of  his  friends,  aflert,  that  dit^  bill  woald  impede  the 
publication  of  thofe  pamphlets  t     Certainly  not.     An  honourable 
gentleman  had  faid,  that  he  could  prove  the  necefllity  for  thde  coer- 
cive meafures,  and  yet  he  voted  againft  the  proof,  when  he  voted 
againfl  the  appointment  of  a  Committee  which  was  demanded  in  or- 
der to  eftabliih  that  proof.     Where  does  this  proof  ekift  i      In  the 
notoriety  ?     This  is  a  ^(hionable  word  ;  but  what  is  the  notoriety  f 
It  is  notorious,  fay  they,  that  dodtrines  were  preached  upon  a  cer- 
tain day,  in  a  certain  public  meeting,  and   that  afterwards  an 
outrage  was  committed,  by  which  Che  preaching  and  the  piafKoe 
were  conned^ed.     Was  this  reported  fo?     No!     The  peribns 
who  were  emplo}'ed  to  report  what  pafled  at  that  meeting  had  not 
ftated  the  truth.     The  people  who  compofed  that  public  meetii^ 
contend  that  they  have  been  calumniated,  and  demand  to  be  heard 
by  council;     Until  they  who  profefs  them  ready  to  refute  thofe  ca- 
lumnies, therefore,  (liall  have  been  refuted,  there  can  be  no  oon- 
yi6lion.     But  the  Houfe  and  the  country  is  called  upon  to  give  cre- 
dit to  thefe  aifertions ;  now  mark  upon  whom  the  faith  of  thefe 
aflfertions  mud  depend  ?     It  is  upon  the  Minifters  of  the  Crown ! 
Now  is  it  not  notorious  that  thofe  very  Minifters  have  before  de- 
ceived the  country  ?      Is  it  not  notorious  that  a  part  of  them  gpt  in- 
to  power  by  giving  a  vital  dab  to  the  Qonditution ;  and  is  it  not 
notorious  that  another  part  were  the  louded  to  cry  out  agatnft  thdr 
conduct  ?     Is  it  not  notorious  that  they  fpread  alarms  of  trcafon 
throughout  the  country  which  they  could  not  prove,  and  not  to  go 
through  a  (faring  of  fa<Sts,  did  not  their  credulity,  to  call  it  by  no 
worfe  a  name,  endanger  the  life,  liberties  andiieputation  of  certain 
individuals,  whom,  after  having  kept  for  feven  months  in  confine- 
ment, they  have  been  obliged  to  releafe  for  want  of  proof?     He 
alluded  to  thofe  unfortunate  mien,  whofe  deplorable  fituadon  has  fo 
repeatedly  been  mentioned,  and  never  contradided,  who  were  feixed, 
confined  and  calumniated  on  a  charge  of  oonfpiracy  to  ailadfinate  the 
King.     Ought  fo  grofs  a  calumny  as  the  preamble  of  this  bill  upon 
the  focieties  to  Be  fuffered  ?     He  had  heard  Jt  fard  that  it  was  not 
a  calumny,  but  a  charge :  —thefe  aiferrions  were  perfectly  in  the 
manner  of  the  high  inquifition,  and  he  (hould  not  be  furprifed  if 
the  torture  foon  (hould  be  adopted  to  force  the  accufed  to  a  confef- 
fion.     [A  violent  exclamation  of  No!  No!  No!]     Mr.  Whit- 
bread  was  glad  to  fee  the  fenfations  of  the  Houfe  revolt  at  tlie  bare 
mention  of  fuch  tyranny,  but  he  afked  if  the  London  Conrcfpon- 
ding  Society  had  been  guilty/  of  fuch  ads  as  he  (hould  not  wiih  to 
defend,  if  they  had  gone  to  greater  lengths  than  they  ought  to  ha^c 
done,   and  had  tranfgre(red  againfi  the  Conftitution,  was  it  wife  or 
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pnident  to  brand  tfiem  with  infamy,  and  to  exclude  them  from  the 
pak  of  fedety  ?     Ou^  they  not  rather  to  endeavour  to  bring  diem 
back  to  a  proper  love  of  the  Soverptgn  and  Conftitution  ?     It  had 
been  find  that  the  London  Cotrefponding  Society  had  at  laft  con- 
dcfcended  to  addicfs  the  King,  and  petition  that  Houfe.     Inftead 
of  fuch  fiircaftic  remarks,  would  it  not  have  been  better  to  have 
wckoncicd  men  back  to  tfaofe  paths  from  which  they  had  wandered  ? 
What  were  they  now  'going  to  do  ?     They  were  going  to  punith 
the  whole  of  his  MajeAy*s.fubje£ls  for  the  indifcretion  of  a  few,  and 
they  would  not  even  allow  the  delay  of  pne  week.     Would  that  de- 
lay defeat  the  purpofe  ?  certainly  not ;  for  while  they  were  deli- 
berating they  were  furrounded  by  an  army,  and  a  military  force  was 
ready  to  march  to  any  part  of  the  metropolis  the  moment  an  attack 
iboold  be  made.     He  would  afk  the  honourable  gentleman  in  the 
violence  of  his  zeal,  whether  he  wifhed  any  additional  power,  and 
whcdier  the  enaAment  of  this  bill  would  give  it  ?     Hq  would  aik 
him  alfo,  whether  there  has  been  any  tumultuous  meeting  in  the 
metropc^s  or  in  the  kingdom  to  juftify  fuch  ftrong  meafures  ?  When 
he  aflinned  thefe  premifes,  what  were  the  enadments  f     Such  as, 
to  ufe  the  words  of  his  right  honourable  friend,  "  if  carried  by  the 
infiueoce  of  a  corrupt  majority  againfi  the  fenfe  of  the  great  mafs  of 
the  people  of  England,  and  made  a  part  of  the  praAical  government 
of  the  country,  refiflance  would  no  longer  be  a  queltion  of  morality 
and  duty,  but  of  prudence."     An  honourable  gentleman  had  faid, 
thefe  are  not  revolution  do<9rines,  becaufe  they  were  only  ufed  in 
refiiting  a  tyrant ;  but  he  would  not  aflc  by  whom  they  were  ufed, 
■or  againft  what  tyrant,  for  a  tyranny  cannot  be  lefs  tyrannical,  be- 
caufe it  is  the  tyranny  of  an  ad)  of  Parliament.     The  people  of 
England  were  ib  much  better  at  that  period  than  now,  becaufe  they 
were  not  made  accomplices  in  their  own  oppreflion,  and  becaufe 
they  had  not  then,  as  now,  no  redrefs  but  in  the  aflertion  of  their 
own  rights.     Public  meetings  were  faid  to  be  open  even  if  this  bill 
paAxL     This  he  denied  ;  for  fuppofe  the  meeting  the  other  day  yk 
the  Common  Hall  had  been  pofierior  to  the  pafTingof  this  bill,  and 
the  members  (hould  afterwards  fay,  that  the  quci^ion  was  not  only 
not  &ir}y  ftated,  but  that  the  mode  of  propofing  it  {^evented  it  from 
^'<¥  generally  underftood,  could  there  be  any  doubt,  when  a  weak 
or  wicked  magiHrate  had  been  hooted  by  the  populace,  and  made 
iuch  a  declaration,  that  the  people  would  not  have  an  opportunity 
to  meet  again  ?     To  put  another  ioAance  rcfpe^iiig  a  motion  of  an 
honourable  gentleman,  with  whom  he  had  in  that  inftance  the  only 
opportunity  of  concurring— 'for  the  abolition  of  the  Slave  Trade  —  if 
&idi  a  bill  had  been  in  force  prior  to  the  meetings  in  fupport  of  that 
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motion,  would  it  not  have  been  faid,  diar  the  Slave  Trade 
cftablifhed  by  law,  and  that  fuch  meetings  were  held  for  the  purpofe 
of  introducing  French  anarchy  and  confufion  into  the  colonics  ? 

He  knew  not  whether  he  (hould  tranfgrefff  the  forms  of  the 
Houfe,  if  he  faid,  that  Sheriffs  were  fometimes  notoriotifly  picked 
oiit  to  anfwer  the  purpofcs  of  ele(ftion8,  and  if  fuch  a  bill  paffcd, 
might  not  Sheriffs  be  picked  out  every  year  to  anfwer  the  purpofes 
of  a  corrupt  Adminiftration  f     He  denied  alfo  that  it  would  nor  in- 
terfere with  private  families  ;  for  one  ena^ment  was,  that  a    Ma- 
gi ftrate  might  enter  any  houfe,  where,  upon  infonnation  upon  oath, 
he  might  hive  reafon  to  fufpc^  a  feditkxis  meeting  or  difcoarfe, 
upon  the  tendency  of  which  claufc  he  would  not  enlarge,  as  it 
was  too  obvious.     He  would  now  mention  what  the  bill  would  not 
do.     If  the  people  exped  fecurity  againft  the  dangerous  confequencc 
of  large  meetings,  like  that  at  Copenhagen  Houfe,  this  bill  will 
not  afford  it.     Let  them  be  told  that  there  is  no  enadlmcnt  againft 
fuch  meetings,  nor  is  it  in  contemplation  to  have  fuch  a   claufe. 
He  was  happy  that  Minifters,   in  attempting  to  (leer  between  the 
two  difficulties,    had  ftumbled  on  fuch  an  abfurdity.     To  prove 
that  there  was  no  necefTity  for  this  bill,  a  ftatement  appeared  in  the 
public  papers,  that  a  man  has  a£^ually  been  committed  for  offering 
an  infult  to  His  Majefty,  and  this  is  a  new  argument  that  the  cx- 
ifting  laws  arc  fufficient.     Bad  Minifters  have  always  rendenrd 
Majefty  unpopular,  and  now  this  bill  was  brought  in  to  make  his 
Government  more  infecure.     Thefe  were  the  reafons  he  had  for 
delay.     He  would  have  the  Houfe  and  the  country  know  who 
the  Minifters  were  that  intitxluced  this  bill.     One  of  them  had  de- 
clared, that  a  moft  horrible  paragraph  in  a  pamphlet^  whfch  libelled 
the  reprefcntatives  of  the  people,  was  an  innocent  fenriment.    One 
part  of  the  Cabinet  had  advifed,  promoted,    and  carried  on  the 
American  war  ;  another  part  had  caft  a  cloud  over  the  dawn  of  His 
. Majefty *s  reign:  and  one  of  the  firft  law  officers  had  affertcd,  that 
the  Jacobites  might  be  attached  to  the  Crown,  in  direct  contradic- 
tion to  the  preamble  of  the  Bill  of  Rights,  and  the  experience  of  an 
attempt  upon  the  life  of  King  William,  and  two  a<3ual  rebellions. 
He  wiflied  to  know  whether  fuch  perfons  ought  to  be  fufFercd  to  re- 
main in  His  Majefty  s  Councils,  if  it  were  poflible  to  ejed  them? 
He'  wifhed  the  people  alfo  to  refleft  at  what  time  thofe  bills  were 
brought  forward.     They  were  brought  forward  at  the  clofe  of  a  ca- 
lamitous  war,  in  which  their  incapacity  to  condudt  has  been  too 
manifeft,  and  for  which,  as  they  were  likely  to  be  difmifted,  they 
therefore  brought  forward  thofe  bills,  in  order  to  avert  from  them* 
fcU'cs,   that  fate  wliich  had  been  experienced  by  Minifters  at  the 
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concrluiion  of  the  American  war.     He  ihould  be  glad  to  have  prt 

of  the  wicked nefs  of  thefe  bills  t^cn  away,  rather  than  the}'  (hould 

be  enadcd  in  their  prefent  ftate :  but  Hill  he  Ihould  deteft  the  prin> 

ciplc— a  principle  that  dethroned  the  majefty  of  the  people,  and  built 

up  a  defpotirm  upon  its  ruins.     This  was  not  all ;  for  he  fufpe(5led 

they  were  preparatory  to  more  vigorous  meafures,  fince  it  had  been 

already  doubted  by  one  of  the  MiniAers  (Mr.  Windham)  whether 

they  went  to  a  fufficient  extent,  and  whether  fometMng  beyond  them 

would  not  hereafter  4>e  found  to  be  expedient.     He  thought  there-' 

fore,  that  they  would  foon  be  followed  up  by  fomething  more  ar^ 

bitrary.     Under  defpotic  meafures,  concluded  Mr.  Whitbread,  the 

people  may  ileep ;  but  let  not  the  Minifters  miftake  this  fleep  for 

death — let  them  not  forget  that  thb  is  a  meafure  of  revolution : 

cither  the  people,  by  one  vigorous  effort,  will  roufe  and  (hake  off 

the  yoke,  or  the  euthanajia  of  the  Britifli  ConAitution  will  be,  as 

has  been  predicted,  a  defpotifm ;    but  the  temper  of  the  Britifli 

people,  is  not  made  for  defpotifm,  and  I  do  not  apprehend  that  fuch 

will  be  die  cfiec^. 

Mr.  ADDINGTON  faid,  that  the  late  attack  upon  the  King, 
he  believed,  afFe<£ted  the  Houfe,  as  it  did  him,  with  forrow  and 
indignation ;  and  looking  to  that  atrocious  attempt  in  the  light  he 
did,  the  bills  brought  into  the  Houfe  could  not  but  meet  his  wiarm- 
eft  fupport ;  had  they  been  bills  of  experiment  or  theory,  he  would 
have  fet  himfelf  againft  them  ;  but  juftified  by  experience  and  ne- 
ceflity,  they  called  for  his  fupport.  He  faid,  the  aflbciations  or 
fodcties  were  decidedly  feditious,  and  their  objed  the  total  over- 
throw  of  the  Conftttution  ;  for  he  would  not  attend  to  their  decla- 
rations, but  he  would  look  to  their  obvious  tendency,  and  the  con- 
dofion  was  clear  to  him,  that  a  confpiracy  did  exift,  premeditated, 
deep  and  dark.  «  It  had  been  faid,  that  the  attempt  made  upon  the 
life  of  King  William,  had  not  produced  fuch  ftrong  meafures  as  the 
piefent  bill.  It  was  by  the  fyftem  of  clubs  in  France,  that  the 
Conftitucion  of  that  country  had  been  overthrown,  that  the  nobility 
and  fcli^on  were  aboltflied,  and  that  they  dethroned,  imprifoned, 
brought  to  a  mock  trial,  and  afterwards  murdered  one  of  the  miidcft 
of  Soveirigns.  The  Convention  was  at  length  obliged,  by  one 
decree,  to  defiroy  all  thofe  clubs,  by, which  its  own  exigence  had 
been  threatened ;  and  it  was  that  circumftancc  which  gave  fuch  an 
appearance  of  ftability  to  the  French  Government  at  prefent,  as  to 
induce  His  Majefty,  in  his  laft  fpeech,  to  fay  that  he  ffaould  have 
no  obje£tion  to  treat  with  l^em.  He  then  returned  to  the  confide- 
lation  of  the  application  and  ciFe6t  of  the  bills  in  queftion  in  public 
meetings,  whidi,  he  fsdd,  would  be  free  for  all  purpofcs  but  thofe 
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of  fedition^  as,  upon  ap(^ication  to  two  Magiftratcs,  meetings  fer 
proper  purpofes  might  be  hdd.  He  concluded  with  &ying»  imlcfs 
thc^e  bills  (hould  be  paffed,  the  Conftitudon  would  fsJL  Nam 
catera  malificia  turn  perfequare  uhi  fnSiaJuntf  hoc  nifi  praevtJeris  w 
accedaU   ubs  e^)enitj  nequkqam  judicia  imphns* 

Sir  WILLIAM  LEMON  faid,  the  chai^  of  mifrepidentation 
on  both  (ides  taught  him  the  propriety  of  delay,  to  cooic  at  die 
truth,  and  bring  forward  the  fentiments  of  the  country.  He  dif- 
approved  of  fcditipus  meetings ;  but  the  preitnr  ftrong  meafurest  he 
iaidy  ought  to  produce  a  fpirit  of  conltitutional  jealoufy. 

Mr.  LAMBTON  faid,  that  his  attadiment  to  the  monaidiy 
was  as  ftrong  as  that  of  any  man  :  but  he  had  other  dudes  co-ordi- 
nate with  it ;  co-ordinate,  becaufe  they  were  connected  together, 
and  love  to  the  one  was  infeparable  from  regard  to  the  other.  The 
monarchy  might  be  the  lofty  and  venerable  turrets  which  adorned  the 
edifice ;  htt  they  were  fupported  by  the  rights  of  the  people,  and,  when 
the  foundation  was  invaded,  the  whole  fabric  muft  tumble  to  the 
ground.  If  it  was  not  true,  as  he  had  formerly  obferved,  that  Britifh 
Monarchy  was  founded  on  Britiih  Liberty,  our  anceflors  >vcre  in  a 
grievous  error,  in  which  he  himfelf  had  been  educated.  It  was  a  fend- 
roent  that  grew  with  his  growth  and  firengdiened  vrith  his  ftrengdi. 
It  was  one  that  he  hoped  would  go  down  with  htm  to  the  g;rave, 
whether  pent  up  in  his  bofom,  or  whether  he  was  permitted  to  enjoy 
the  good  old  Englilh  cuftom  of  fpeaking  his  thoughts  freely.  He 
was  ftill  of  his  former  opinion,  that  no  connedlion  had  been  eftab- 
liihed  between  the  outrage  on  His  Majefty  and  the  Corre(jpc»idirig 
Society.  It  was  true,  a  noble  Lord  had  attempted  the  proof,  and 
produced  a  iWng  of  fcraps  out  of  pamphlets,  which  were  not  in  any 
degree  brought  home  to  the  fociety,  and  might  even  have  been  the 
work  of  their  own  fpies.  Might  not  that  outrage  have  been  occa- 
fioned  by  other  caufes,  a  diignM^^ful,  unneosflary,  and  expenfive 
war ;  or  the  prefTure  of  famine  and  wretchedne(s.eperadi^  on  igno- 
rant and  unenlightened  minds  i  The  laws,  as  they  ixyw  ifamd, 
were,  at  all  events,  fufficient  to  obviate  any  evils  which  mig^ticfult 
from  the  evil  deiigns  of  any  men  in  the  country.  It  had  been 
well  obferved  by  Voltaire,  that  the  inquifition  had  made.  m<»e  con- 
verts to  the  Proteftant  religion  than  the  efforts  of  Calvin  and  La- 
ther. He  was  convinced,  thatfmce  the  year  1792,  the  meafiires 
of  Adminiftration  had  made  more  difaffedied  perfons  to  die  Go- 
vernment, than  the  pretended  infef^n  of  French  principles,  or 
the  doSrines  of  Thomas  Paine  and  Joel  Barlow.  If  Minifters  wifli 
to  ftop  the  prqgrefs  of  that  difcontent,  they  ou^t  to  employ  thoTe 
means  fuggefted  by  his  honourable  friend  (Mr.  Exildn^,  and  re- 
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ftore  peace  and  plenty,  which  Would  filence  the  voice  of  difcontent. 

They  ought  to  remedy  notorious  ahufes^  reform  the  reprefentatioi1« 

Such  OKafures  would  have  more  weight  than  all  thefe  violeht  bilk 

with  their  rigorous  penalties.  The  Londoil  CorrefpOnding  Society  :«^a9 

accufed  of  enmity  to  the  Conftitution ;  but  how  ?     For  expofii^ 

and  wifhing  for  a  reform  of  that  reprefentadon  which  the  right  ho- 

oourablc  gentleman  had  allowed  to  be  defedidvey  and  had  eiidea-^ 

vourcd  to  reform  himfelf,  and  for  depbring  that  corruption^  which| 

as  has  been  faid,  no  hpneft  man  could  deny  ;  but  if  the  true  lani 

guage  of  the  Adminiftration  were  to  be  fpoken,  would  it  not  be— & 

<'  We  have  already  ruined  your  happinefs  as  a  nation,  and  in  your 

families — we  have  taken  the  hufband  from  the  wife,  and  the  father 

from  the  child— and  we  have  (hed  their  blood' Wantonly -^we  have 

wafted  your  riches,  and  rumed  your  trade— rwe  have  brought,  it  i^ 

true,  all  ttus  difgrace  upon  you— -but  yet  pu  muft  not  complain  ; 

don't  think  we  will  bend  or  tru<ikle  for  favour,  or  that  we  will 

tpi^y  anodynes  to  the  wounds  we  have  ihflidled ;    ho !    tame 

wrctdies !  — reiign  yourfclves  to  our  will — if  you  bite  well  chaiii 

you !^ if  you  bark  well  muzzle  you!  —  and  if  yoii  dare  to 

Ihake  your  angry  chains  at  your  oppreifors,  we  will  tranfpoit  you 

to  Botany  Bay  for  a  mifdemeanor,  or  hang  you  up  for  high  treafoh  !'* 

It  was  laid,  howeVer,  that  there  were  precedents ;  but  from  what 

times  }     From  the  ^mes  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  one  of  the  iMd  dfri 

fpotic,  thou^  one  of  the  greateft  Sovereigns,  that  ever  fat  on  the 

throne  of  Britain.     It  was  the  precedent  of  an  a6t  paiTed  by  an  zh* 

jed  Parliament,    whom  (he  prohibited  under  fevere  penalties^  to 

deliberate  on  public  afiairs,   and  whofe  Members  (he  arrefted  on 

pretence  of  difobediei^  to  her  will.    Do  Minifters  think  the  people 

will  now  fubmit  to  thefe  bills,  or  endure  fuch  precedents  ?     That 

of  Charles  was  made  in  the  ardour  of  loyalty,  amidft  the  dread  of  a 

powerful  onextingui(hed  fa£tion*     But  what  then  was  fccurity  ten 

the  Throne,  was  now  treafon  to  the  Conftitution.     He  always  un« 

derftoodi  that  it  was  a  maxim  of  the  greateft  authority,  that  tu^ 

rotdts  and  difcontents  w«re  rare  under  a  good'Government^  and  that 

when  they  took  place,    their  caufes  might  generally  be  traced  to 

mal-admintftration.    Complaint  never  occaftoned  any* ^larm,  except 

to  thofc  whofe  confcience  mifgave  them  that  they  were  guilty.     I^ 

Minifters  wiflicd  to  leffen  the  numb,:rs  of  the  difcontented,  they 

would  oonfcnt,  inftead  of  refufing,  to  hear  grievances  explained.' 

By  treating  them  with  contempt  they  would  drive  them  to  dcfpair^ 

and  to  ufe  the  words  of  a  celebrated  writer,  *'  might  produce  a  few 

fits  of  the  ague,  but  would  leave  behind  a  quotidian  fever.'*     Ho 

hoped  they  would  agree  that  it  was  better  to  ftop  the  dilbrder^  be* 
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fore,  it  came  to  any  defperate  extremity.  What  fuperiority  had  diii 
Government  over  the  defpotifm  of  other  countries,  but  that  the  free* 
d'om  of  the  prefs  difclofed  fcenes,  which,  in  the  latter,  were  con* 
ceakd  ?  fuch  as  the  profufe  expenditure  of  the  public  money  upon 
the  creatures  of  the  Court,  and  the  flatterers  of  the  Prince's  paffions. 
it  was  our  boaft,  that  there  exifted  with  us  a  right  to  aflemUe  and 
confidor  grievances,  while  other  Governments  locked  up  that  infor- 
mation which  might  lead  to  the  detedion  of  bad  men,  and,  in  or- 
der to  cruih  rhofe  who  difapproved  of  their  meafures,  ^  configned  to 
tfie  miferies  of  famine,  and  the  horrors  of  a  dungeon,  diofe  who 
dared  to  murmur  a  complaint.  But  how  long  might  this  diftinAion 
remain  i  The  right  of  petitioning  was  paramoimt  to  all  odiers. 
The  force  that  wreflcd  it  from  us  might  alfo  rob  us  of  our  property. 
Such  meafures  might  be  conGftent  with  the  Government  of  Turkey, 
of  Ruflfia,  but  not  wirh  the  Conftitution  of  England.  He  obje^cd 
particularly  to  the  claufe  beflowing  fo  great  a  difaetionaiy  power 
upon  Magifirates.  The  very  nature  of  petitioning  required,  that 
it  (hould  be  a  right  exercifed  with  the  utmoft  freedom.  But  the 
bill  took  it  quite  away.  It  held  out  the  feihblance  of  a  right,  but 
it  could  neither  be  touched  nor  felt.  ; 

We  are  told,  however,  that  no  attempt  would  be  made  to  pre- 
vent the  exercife  of  petition  were  the  bill  paiTcd.  This,  however, 
would  be  only  fufFerancc  ;  it  was  no  longer  right.  A  good  minifler 
might  not  employ  it,  but  what  a  dreadful  enginq  did  it  fiimifh  to 
the  views  of  a  corrupt  adminifh^tion  }  a  meeting  on  parliamentan* 
feform  would  inftantly  be  diflblved,  and  expofed  to  the  horrors  of 
military  execution.  Should  high-church  principles  be  in  faibion 
(and.they  were  generally  the  attendants  of  arbitrary  politics)  a  nwei- 
ingof  Diffentcrs  aflcmblcd  to  petition  for  the  repeal  of  the  Tcft  A& 
would  be  expofed  to  the  fame  treatment.  In  his  opinion  the  intro- 
duSion  of  thefc  bills  was  the  moft  daring,  alarming,  and  audacious 
meafure  ever  attempted  in  this  country.  The  invaiion  of  the  right* 
of  the  people,  by  King  Charles  and  James  the  Second,  were  pipnj 
Arps  compared  to  thefe  giant  ib-ides.  Ship-money,  arbitrary  ex- 
aflions,  and  even  the  infamous  Court  of  Star  Chamber,  were  tri- 
vial to  it.  .  Then  the  right  of  petitioning  exifled,  by  which  the 
people  might  remonftnite.  Had  thofe  arbitrary  fteps  been  preceded 
by  a  bill  iimilar  to  the  prcfoit,  they  might  have  been  executed  with 
impunity.  The  Englifli  Conftitution  would  have  been  fwallowcd 
up  for  ever.  Much  abufc  had  been  lavifhcd  upon  the  political  fo- 
cieties  in  the  kingdom,  but  in  his  opinion,  the  grand  grievance  hj 
in  the  condud^  of  His  Majedy's  Minifters.  They  had  given  rife 
to  thcic  focicties ,  tlicy  had  created  Jacobins ;  th^  had  diffufcd  dif" 
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ooiitenc«  He  would  conclude,  not  in  words^of  his  own,  but  in 
words  more  appropriate  to  the  occaiion  than  any  he  could  ufe.  Mr* 
Lambton  then  read  a  quotation  from  a  celebrated  fpeedi  delivered 
in  the  Houfe  in  1664,  by  Sir  Benjamin  Rudprd. 

Mr.  Speaker, 

**  His  Majcfty  is  wifer  than  thofe  that  have  advifed  him,  and 
therefore  hepmnot  but  fee  and  feel  their  fub verting  deftruftive  coun- 
fcls,  which  fpeak  louder  than  I  can  fpeak  of  them :  for  they  ring  a 
doleful  deadly  knell  over  the  whole  kingdom.  His  Majefty  beft 
knows  who  they  are:  for  us  let  the  matter  bolt  out  the  men  ;  their 
a£\ians  difcovcr  them. 

**  They  are  men  that  talk  largely  of  the  King's  fervice  ;  have 
done  none  but  their  own,  and  that's  too  evident. 

**  Xhey  fpeak  highly  of  the  King's  power,  but  they  have  made 
It  a  miferable  power,  that  produceth  nothing  but  weaknefs  both  to 
the  King  and  kingdom. 

"  They  have  exhaufled  the  King's  revenue  to  the  bottom^  and 
beyond. 

**  Xhey  have  fpent  vaft  fums  of  money  waftefuUy, .  fruitlefsly, 
and  dangeroufly  ;  fo  that  more  money,  without  other  counfels  will 
be  but  a  fwift  undoing. 

**  They  have  always  peremptorily  purfued  one  obflinate  pernici- 
ous courfe  ;  firft,  they  bring  things  to  an  extremity,  then  they  make 
that  extremity  of  their  own  making,  the  rcafon  of  their  next  a£Uon, 
fcvcn  times  worfe  than  the  former ;  and  at  this  pafs  we  are  at  this 
infbmt. 

"  They  have  almoft  fpoilcd  the  beft  inftituted  GovemmenI  in 
the  world,  for  fovereignty  in  a  King,  and  liberty  to  the  fubfe£t;  the 
proportionable  temper  of  both,**  which  makes  the  happieft  ftate  for 
power,  for  riches,  and  for  duration." 

This,  he  affirmed,  was  precifely  the  charafler  of  the  prefent 
Minifters.  He  did  not  accufe  them  of  a  wicked  and  premeditated 
defign  to  fow  divifion  in  the  country  and  to  cftablifti  novel  and  dan- 
gerous diftindlions  between  the  different  ranks  in  focicty,  but  this 
he  was  confident  had  been  the  confequcnce  of  their  meafures.  He 
tecommended  it  to  them  to  defift  from  this  ruinous  plan  of  policy, 
and  to  ufe  conciliatory  meafures  with  the  people,  as  long  as  concili- 
atory meafures  would  be  of  avail.  At  prefent  they  would  not  fail 
to  cement  all  claffes  of  perfons  throughout  the  kingdom.  Were  % 
poll  to  be  made  all  over  England  on  the  qucftion  of  the  contjnuanc^ 
of  Monarchy,  he  was  convinced  that  there  would  fcarcely  be  a  difr 
forence  of  opinion  ;  but  if  a  poll  was  to  be  made  upon  the  contint 
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ance  of  Mbifters  in  thdr  prefent  fituatfion,  and  upon  the  policka] 
expediency  of  the  meafurcs  which  they  had  adopted,  perhaps  there 
might  not  be  fuch  an  unanimity  of  fentiment  on  this  queftion  as 
upon  the  other,  but  from  what  he  underdood  of  the  opinion  of  the 
nation,  the  Minifter  and  his  friends  had  little  to  cxpe£l  from  fuch 
a  fcrutiny,  which  would  redound  mqch  either  to  their  advantage  or 
to  their  honour. 

Mr.  GRANT  faid«  that  fuppoiing  the  aflertions  ma^e  life  of 
by  gentlemen  on  the  other  fide  were  well  grounded*— Aat  is  to 
fay,  fuppofing  it  were  •true,  that  the  meafures  now  in  agitation 
trenched,  in  fome  degree,  on  the  Conditution,  it  by  nb  means 
followed,  that  they  ought  not  in  any  poflible  cafe  to  be  adopted.    If, 
in  cafe  of  an  invafion,  meafures  of  a  fimilar  nature  were  deefncd 
expedient,  it  would  not  be  lefs  unreafonable  thin  in  the  prefcm 
cafe  to  attribute  to  them  the  fame  confequences.     It  would  be  pa- 
radoxical indeed  to  fay,  that  it  was  by  the  refiftance,  and  not  the 
attack,  that  danger  was  produced.     If  the  bills,  now  the  fubjed 
of  dtfcuffion,  were  brought  forward  in  a  time  of  peace  merely  as  a 
fpeculative  improvement  of  the  Conditution,  he  would  not  have  the 
leaft  hefitation  in  rcjefling   them;  for  a  wife  Legiflaturc   never 
would,  OQ  mere  fpeculation,  lay  on  a  reftridton ;  nor  exercife  their 
confideration  in  determiiiing  how  much,  but  rather  how  little,  re- 
flraint  might  be  impofed  upon  a  people.     Gentlemen  had  gone  but 
a  very  little  way,  indeed,  in  argument  on  the  meafure,  when  they 
(hewed  only  that  it  was  a  reftri<3ion :  all  Government  was  a  re- 
Aridtion,  laid  on,  not  becaufe  it  was  agreeable,  but  becaufe  it  was 
neceffary ;  fo  that  gentlemen,  when  they  objcded  to  thofc  bills, 
that  they  would  operate  as  a  reftraint,  only  left  the  queftion  where 
they  found  it ;  for,  by  parity  of  reafoning,  they  might  difpofe  of 
all  kind  of  fecial  redritflion  whatfocver,  and  argue  back  to  a  diflb- 
lution  of  the  very  elements  of  Government.     The  queftion  was, 
vhcthcr,  >yhen  a  ipeafure,  though  not  good  in  itfclf,  wa$  produc- 
tive of  good  by  preventing  evil,  it  (hould  or  (hould  not  be  adopted. 
1^0  reftraint  was  good  in  thp  abftradl ;  yet  it  fometimcs  happened, 
(and  jt  was  a  part  of  the  allotment  of  humanity)  that  men  were 
obliged  to  recur  to  a  Icflcr  evil  for  prevention  of  a  greater :  but 
U  w'4s  impoffible  for  a  free  conftitution  to  cfcape  unhurt  from  an 
attack  made  upon  it  under  colour  of  its  own  principles  i  for  it  muft 
HcceiTaply  eijher  fall  under  the  attac];,  or  be  hurt  by  that  which 
T^'as  appplicd  as  a  fafeguard,     Reftridlions  on  monarchial  govcm- 
'      npcnts  were  not  very  fcnfibly  felt ;  but  when  any  part  of  a  com- 
^^^h*iinity  employed  for  its  deftrudion  a  portion  of  rights  and  power 
f  pjoy^d  ty  all,  there  was  great  danger  j  and  they  would  not  o^y. 
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have  to  chafe  between  two  difficulties,  namely,  whether  they 
would  endure  the  utmoft  evil  that  unrefifted,  unreftrained  power 
might  bring;  or  lay  refhriftiotis  on  the  whole,  in  order  to  previcnt 
its  ruin  by  the  abufe  of  a  part.    It  was  one  of  the  conditions  of  hifi 
fiate  here  that  man  hardly  ever  had  in  his  power  to  make  choice 
between  goods  ;  very  fddom  indeed  to  cbufe  between  good  and  evil ; 
but  when  put  into  the  trying  (ituation  of  chufing  between  two  evils, 
it  was  then  his  reafon  and  his  fortitude  were  called  forth  inio  exer- 
tion, and  his  choice  either  deprefled  or  elevated  him  above  the 
ufual  level  of  his  nature.     In  the  prefent  caie,  the  neceflity  of 
chufii^g  was  rendered  more  unpleafant, '  when,  by  reforting  to  the 
remedy  which  wtfdom  pointed  out,  they  incurred  the  danger  of  of- 
fending tfaofe  who  were  fo  warmly  attached  to  the  Conftitution,  as 
to  view  every  thing  that  approached  it  with  jealoufy,  and  who,  in 
theYenrour  of  attachment  to  that  objeA,  would  incur  the  danger  of 
ruin  to  the  ^ole  of  it,  rather  than  fuffer  a  temporally  encroach- 
ment upon  a  part ;  and,  flill  more  unpleafant  again,  if,  as  had 
been  obferved>  pains  were  taken  to  mifreprefent  the  intention  of 
diofe  who  attempted  it:  yet,  under  thofe  difficulties,  would  it  be 
rig^t  to  abfiain  wholly  from  the  attempt  ?  Should  they  be  deterred, 
under  fuch  circumftanccs,  from  the  adoption  of  that  which  they 
thought  right  ?  certainly  not.     Into  this  dilemna,  which  he  cm- 
feflcd  was  an  arduous  one,  the  Houfe  were  led  by  the  principles  of 
certain  focieties — principles  the  growth  of  France,  tranfplanted  into 
fitidih  foil,  but  Vhicb,  he  was  fure,  never  would  find  their  way 
into  that  Houfe.     Thofe  principles  fo  far  from  being  congenial, 
were  hoftile  to  the  Conftitution,  and  ridiculed  it  as  a  fyftem  of 
flavery ;  held  that  our  Government  was  an  ufurpation  of  the  rights 
of  the  people,  and  the  Adminiilration  of  it  all  corruption ;  and  that, 
if  even  tlie  Legiflature  (hould  agree  to  the  favourite  projeft  of  re- 
form, it  was  an  aft  of  ufurpation  in  them  to  adopt  it. — Under,  the 
influence  of  thofe  French  principles,  the  Britifh  focieties,  and  their 
numerous  adherents,  entered  into  a  gloomy  and  fanatical  averfion 
to  every  thing  Engli(h,  threw  contempt  upon  our  fleets  and  armies, 
defpifed  and  calumniated  the  courage  of  Englilhmen,  and  even 
afFeded  to  doubt  it.     While  every  thing  that  bore  a  refemblance 
to  EngliCh  became  an  obje6l  of  their  averfion ;  even  the  American 
Conftitution,  democradc,  though  in  fadt  it  was,  was  reprobated, 
becaufe  it  bore  fome  refemblance  to  the  Englifh,  and  had  paid  too 
much  regard  to  property,  and  too  much  refpedl  to  religion. — Nay, 
the  prefent  Confticutiun  of  France  itfelf,  inafmuch  as  it  was  fup- 
pofed  to  bear  fome  faint  refemblance  to  the  Britifh,  fell  into  utter 
difgrace  with  them.    Thus  they  felt,  and  thus  they  exprcffed  them- 
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felves  while  thejr  were  let  alone ;  but  no  (oo^ict  did  thejr  find  PSar* 
liament  were  preparing  to  reprefs  their  prefumpcion  and  mifchievoi» 
pioje^s  by  a  coercive  law>  than  they  turned  round,  changed  tbeir 
tone,  and  flew  into  the  arms  of  that  ConAitution  which  yederday 
they  defpifed,  vilified,  and  almoft  denied  to  exift ;  attributii^  to  it 
perfections  more  than  ever  were  to  be  found  in  human  inftitudony 
and  extolling,  its  principles  of  liberty  to  that  romantic  exoefs,   that 
it  contained  within  itfelf  that  freedom  which  was  to  be  its  own  de- 
llru^lion.— To  that  fituation  the  aiguments  on  the  other  fide  were 
reducible,  that  if  they  were  founded  in  reafon,  nothing  was  to  be 
done  which  could  be  attended  with  the  (lighted  temporary  inconTe- 
nience.     Perhaps,  the  gentlemen  had  fome  fecret  to  impart,   fome 
new  mode  of  Icgiflating,  by  which  every  good  miglit  be  attained 
without  its  concomitant  facriiice ;   the  Cor.ftitution  be  prelcrvcd 
from  utter  ruin,  without  weakening  it  in  any  of  its  parts ;  and,  in 
the  prefent  cafe,  be  left  as  perfect  as  it  was  before,  after  a  law 
fuitable  to  the  demands  of  the  time  (hould  be  pafied:  if  the  gen- 
tlemen were  poffeiTcd  of  fuch  a  fepret,  it  was  unknown  to  him,  and 
the  difclofure  of  fuch  a  novelty  in  legifl^tion  could  not  £ail  of  being 
pleating.     In  many  great  fiatcs,  it  had  been  found  necellary  to  re- 
cur to  the  moft.  unlimited  agency,  and  to  yield  to  a  temporary  fuf- 
penfton  of  all  the  powers  and  privileges  of  the-pcople,  for  great  and 
important  purpofes.     To  this  extent,   hov'evcr,  he  hoped,    and 
was  fure,  England  would  never  have  occafion  to  recur.     But  it 
was  a  principle  which  had  never  been  difputed,  that  it  was  fit  to 
furrender  a  fmall  portion  of  freedom  for  a  time,  in  order  to  fave 
the  whole.— For  his  part,  *  he  would  again  repeat,  that  he  did  not 
hold  out  this  as  a  fpeculative  improvement  \  on  the  contrary,  he 
was  convinced  it  was,  to  a  certain  degree,  an  evil  in  itfelf,  and  an 
infringement  on  the  Conftitution.     Theorifts  in  France  had  firil 
maintained  and  ad>ed  on  th(i  propofition,  that  all  power  lay  in  the 
people,  and  that  the  people  could  not  divert  themfclves  of  it ;  but 
now  they  had  arrived  at  fuch  a  period  of  political  improvement,  as 
to  hold,  that  when  once  the  people  had  delegated  their  authority, 
y  no  part  of  it  remained  behind  with  them  ;  that  to  affemble  for  the 
rcdrcfs  of  grievances,  vi^as  an  unlawful  re-affumption  of  their  power; 
and  that  only  an  individual  had  a  right  to  petition.     As  he  had 
never  followed  tTicir  theory  in  the  firft  propofiticMi,  he  would  not  in 
the  fecond,  for  he  thought  that  a  Legiflature  might  deviate  from  its 
original  purpofes,  while  meetings  of  the  people  had  this  falutary  ef- 
fect, that  whatever  inequality  there  might  be  in  their  elective  rights, 
it  was  amply  counter-balanced  by  their  right  to  meet  and  petition. 
He  was  convinced  that  there  was  no  country  in  tlie  world  in  which 
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diieft  fenfe  of  the  people  had  greater  eSeO.  or  weight  than  this.-— 
would,  dietefbrey  never  think  of  propofing  to  infringe  upon 
power,  even  an  atom's  length,  for  any  purpofe  lefs  than  the 
ervation  of  the  bulk  of  that  power:  gentlemen,  indeed,  had 
that  we  were  not  reduced  to  the  hopelefs  neceffity  of  rcforting 
any  fuch  remedy ;  but  if  it  was  found  that  the  Correfponding 
affiliating  with  France,  was  difleminating  feditious  pria- 
pies,  and  carrying  them  as  far  as  they  could  into  efFedt-— -was  ic 
their  duty  to  prevent  them  ?    And  would  gendemen  fay,  that 
vatther  than  refort  to  a  mode  of  prevention,  trenching  in  a  fmall  de- 
vice on  the  rights  of  the  people,  they  would  leave  thefc  focides  at 
liberty  to  work  die  ruin  of  the  Conflitution  ?   Some  gentlemen  fad 
£ud,  that  there  were  already  exifting  laws  to  puniih  fedition :  tie 
wu  aware  there  were  laws  to  pumfli  it  in  folitaiy  individuals  ;  but 
^vcre  there  laws  fuited  to  the  prefent  occaiion,  when  fedition  was 
earned  on  by  matiy  thoufands,  upon  fyftem  ?  He  fended  the  laws 
were  rather  inadequate  to  meet  them  all  by  iingle  indidments.    If^ 
in  conformity  with  the  advice  of  one  gentleman  on  the  other  (ide, 
profecutions  were  fet  on  foot,  ah  honourable  friend  of  his  would 
bj  «  no— multiplied  puniihments  produce  multiplied  evils.    How 
dien  were  they  to  z&}    If  the  exiiting  laws  were  to  be  thrown  on 
the  ihelf,  what  then  ?    Why,  "  conciliate,'*  fays  another  gentle- 
man (Mr.  Lambton)— and  thus  they  were  to  be  made  the  fport  of 
various  and  contradidory  o[nnions.     For  his  part,  he  hoped  he 
did  not  arrogate  too  much  to  himfelf,  when  he  faid  that  no  man 
more  admired  lenity,  or  more  firmly  perfuaded  of  its  happy  effe6b 
than  himfelf;  but  lenity  mufl  depend  on  circumftances ;  and  though 
there  were  very  few,  there  certainly  were  fomc  cafes  where  it  could 
not  poflibly  produce  any  good  effc<St :  for  the  Houfe  mud  keep  in 
mind  that,  in  conciliating  meafures,  there  mud  always  be  fome^ 
thing  to  concede,  as  in  the  cafe  of  America,  abftaining  from  taxa- 
tion, and  reverting  to  the  old  mode  of  governing. — There  then 
was  fomething  to  concede— there  conciliation  was  not  impractica- 
ble, and  might  have  terminated  happily— fo  of  Ireland  :  but  what 
could  be  conceded  in  the  prefent  cafe  ?    What  were  the  demands 
made   upon   them?     Why,    nothing   lefs    than   the   defhrudion 
of  the  Conditution  itfelf :  what  then  had  they  to  offer  in  way  of 
conciliation?— That  they  demanded  the  dcftruftion  of  the  Conftl- 
tution  was  obvious  ;  he  did  not  mifreprefcnt  die  fad  when  he  faid 
fo :— none  who  profefled  the  prinoiplcs  of  Mr.  Paine,  and  held 
them  out  for  approbation  and  practice,  could  think  they  had  any 
duty  relative  to  the  ConAitution  but  to  dedroy  it,  as  an  ufurpatlon 
and  a  fyftem  not  only,  inexpedient,  but  unlawful.     When  'firft 
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French  politics  \lrere  imported  into  England,  the  opinion  was,  that 
the  rights  of  man  were  paramount  to^  and  muft  take  place  of  all 
odier  principles  ;  and  that  the  will  of  the  majority  was  to  decide 
agatnftwthe  didates  of  judgment  and  underftanding—- that  is  to  hf, 
that  however  ignorant,  unlettered,  and  void  of  intellect  the  majoritj 
might  bci  an  inferior  number,  compofed  of  men  of  wifdom,  learn- 
ing, and  experience,  muft  yield  to  them  ;  this  was  the  favourite 
do£lrine— It  was  rebellion  to  argue  ag^ft  it,  for  it  was  the  will 
of  the  people.  They  foon  found,  however,  that  the  will  of  the 
people  was  in  favour  of  the  Conftitution  :  they  diredUy  altered  their 
fyftem,  forgot  their  principle  of  the  right  of  the  majority,  and  it  no 
fcnger  remained  a  queftion  of  will,  blit  of  right-*— that  is  to  fay,  cer- 
tain innate,  natural  rights,  belonging  to,  inherent,  and  infeparable 
liom  man,  namely,  univcrfal  fuiFrage  and  annual  Parliaments ;  and 
if  there  were  only  one  hundred  pcribns  in  favour  of^  aild  the  reft  of 
the  nation  againft  fuch  a  change  in  the  prefent  fyft^m,  it  was  tyranny 
iri  the  majority  to  controvert  the  right.  What  conciliation  then, 
he  afked,  could  take  place,  when  there  was  nothing  to  concede  but 
their  whole  demand — the  annihilation  of  the  Conftitution? 

The  honourable  gentleman  (faid  Mr.  Grant)  whopropofed  con- 
cilatory  meafures,  (Mr.  Lambton)  ftiall  open  the  ncgociation— <ind 
let  him  fee  whether  he  can  compromife  for  lefs  than  an  univcrial 
fufFrage  and  annual  Parliaments  ;  but  was  the  Houfe  quite  pit-' 
pared  for  the  purpofes  of  conciliation,  to  difregard  the  will  of  the 
peoplcy  and  impofe  on  all  the  reft  that  mode  of  Government,  in 
order  to  fatisfy  the  few  who  demanded  it.     Suppoiing  this  eflleded« 
had  the  honourable  gentleman  no  other  difficulties  to  encounter  i 
They  might  fay  that  they  were  willing  to  let  the  monarchy  alone— « 
but  it  was  riot  matter  of  choice  with  them ;  for  their  great  orade^ 
Paine,  had  laid  it  down,  that  hereditary  monarchy  was  not  lawful  i 
fo  that  if  the  fufFrage  of  the  whole  body  of  the  people  was  for 
monarchy,  there  was  no  fecurity  againft  the  attack  of  any  ten  men« 
*«-Nay,  that  in  tliat  point,  they  had  not  only  no  right  to  bind  pofte- 
rity,  but  had  no  right  to  bind  themfelves ;  for  fo  great  was  the  ab<^ 
furdity  of  monarchy,  that  ^ven  the  fovereignty  of  the  people  was  not 
competent  to  cftablifh  or  give  it  force.    ■  The  only  way  then  to  con- 
ciliate was  to  leave  them  to  deftory  the  Conftitution.     Could  any 
man  point  out  any  fpecific  terms  of  concefFion  in  fuch  a  cafe  ?  Did 
the  States  of  Germany  concilate  with  the  Anabaptifls,  who  claim- 
ed uhiverfal  dominion  on  the  rights  of  faints,  as  this  body  claimed 
on  the  rights  of  man  ?•— No ;  they  took  meafures  by  coercive  laws 
to  break  and  diflipate  their  force  as  a  party,  and  thereby  converged 
a  turbulent  and  dangeroqs  body  into  a  quiet  and  reli^ous  (€&  ia 
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Gemianj.  Gentlemen  had  faid  this  was  hot  a  cafe  of  fiich  ur- 
gency as  to  re(]uirc  an  infringement  of  the  freedom  of  aAion  ;  but 
they  could  neverthelefs  not  feil  to  fee  their  danger— That  danger 
had  been  chara<3erized  in  the  refolutions  of  both  Houfes— the  evi- 
dence which  grounded  them,  (hewed  that  the  conduct  of  thofe  fbcie- 
des  tended  to  the  dtlTolution  of  fociety,  and  the  Houfe  had  their 
own  audiority  that  they  were  purfuing  thofe  dangerous  plans,  not 
only  with  induftry,  but  with  fuccefs.  He  would  not  enter  into  a 
nice  inveftigation  of  the  faiSts,  but  fay,  that  circumftances  of  noto- 
riety concurred  to  point  out  the  danger.— -Upon  the  fame  foundation 
the  Committee  adopted,  he  went  on  the  prefent  occaiion.  If  things 
came  to  fuch  a  crifis,  that  the  furrendcr  to  be  made  was  equal  to  the 
value  gained,  the  fituation  was  truly  deplorable :  gendemen  would 
fee  then  the  advantages  of  interference,  before  the  ripened  mifchief 
made  die  point  to  be  gained  more  precarious,  and  the  facrifice  greater ; 
they  who  would  wait  to  let  it  ripen,  would,  if  in  France  in  1792, 
(ay  thus,  "  do  not  interrupt  the  Jacobins ;  let  them  go  on  till  they 
do  fome  mifchief,  and  then  pgnifh  them."  And  the  morning  of 
the  I  ft  of  Auguft  would  be  the  firft  effort  to  rebut  their  wicked  ma- 
chinations. 

He  would  not,  he  faid,  fo  far  impofe  upon  the  people,  as  to  fay 
that  this  meafure  took  nothing  from  them. — JHe  would,  on  the 
contrary,  fay,  that  it  took  that  which  he  would  not  take,  if  he 
could :  but  it  by  no  means  juftified  the  terms  ufed  on  the  other  fide  ; 
that  it  was  a  furrendcr  of  the  Conftitution,  and  left  nothing  worth 
enjoyment :  that  was  a  grofs  miftake— the  right  to  petition  was  not 
a  part  of  the  Conftitution  ;  it  was  nothing  in  itfelf,  but  only  a  means 
fo  obtain  an  end— an  inftruiAent  to  operate  on  the  Ltgiflature,  It 
was  better  then  to  give  it  up  alone,  than  to  give  up  both  it  and  the 
Conftitution  together ;  for  if  the  Conftitution  went,  it  would  be 
folly  to  fuppofe  the  right  to  petition  would  remain.  Were  all  the 
benefits  of  the  Conftitution  lapped  up  in  this  one  right  ?  No !  efti- 
mate  it  as  highly  as  gentlemen  could,  it  was  nothing  when  put  in 
competition  with  liberty  and  conftitutional  happinds. — Let  the  lofs 
of  the  Conftitution  and  its  guard  be  compared  with  the  lofs  of  the 
guard  alone,  and  then  let  them  determine  on  their  choice.  If  he 
over-rated  the  danger,  gentlemen  who  thought  fo  ftiould  (tate  their 
cftimatc  of  it :  that,  however,  they  ftudioufly  avoided  ;  and  when- 
ever the  fubje6t  naturally  led  to  that  point,  flew  off  from  it  to  inci- 
dental topics.  Not  one  gentleman  on  the  other  fide  had  given  his 
opinion  on  the  quantum  of  the  danger.  Could  the  exiftence  of  lai^ 
bodies  of  men  uniting  in  a  confpiracy,  and  drawing  in  all  the  inci- 
dental bid  humours  of  the  State  to  bear  againft  the  Conftitution,  be 
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denied  ?    Could  they  be  laudable,  good,  or  free  from  dangers  r 
Would  a  revolution  be  a  benefit  ?— If  thofc  focieties  were  purfuir^ 
laudable  ends,  why  were  they  not  encouraged  ?— If  the  contrary 
why  (hould  they  not  be  refilled  ?  What  undefined,  ftrange  principle 
of  adion  mu(l  that  be,  which  neither  merited  applaufe  nor  called  fx 
refinance  (  He  hoped  gentlemen  would  candidly  fay  under  which  of 
thofe  dafles  they  ihould  be  ranked.     Gentlemen  had  faid  that  the 
prefumptions  of  guilty  intentions  in  thofe  focietios,  had  under|:one 
judicial  difcufiton,  and  held  out  a  verdidl  as  a  proof  that  no  danger 
exifted  :  for  his  part,  be  had  always  fiudioufly  avoided  that  fubjcd, 
and  would  not  now  difcufs  whether  the  verdids  had  the  operation  of 
merely  exempting  from  puni(hment|  or  reftoring  to  innocence ; — 
but  furely  no  one  would  contend  that  bccaufe  twelve  men  gave  an 
opinion,  the  Houfe  fhould  abanc[(>n  all  legi  dative  judgement :  would 
it  not  be,  monfirous,  if,  when  the  fiatc  of  the  pe<^le  called  aloud 
for  their  protection  againfi  thofc  numerous  focieties,  they  (hould  an- 
fwer— "  We  muft  do  nothing,  becaufc  twelve  men  have  declared 
three  of  the  fociety  not  guilty,  and  therefore  there  can  be  no  danga! 
We  cannot  fave  you !"  To  this  height,  he  maintained,   the  argu- 
ments of  gentlemen  on  the  other  fide  carried  it.   The  next  mode  of 
getting  rid  of  the  fubjedl  adopted  by  gentlemen  was,  faying  "  Dif- 
content&.and  difaffcdlion  are  the  natural  confequenccs  of  the  meafures 
of  Adminiftration,  the  war,  &c."     On  that  he  would  fay  a  word, 
and^anfwer  the  argument  by  a  fimplc  quefiion  —  Did  the  proceed- 
ings of  thofe  focieties,  or  did  they  not,  begin  before  the  war : — Did 
they  not  begin  when  there  was  no  other  ground  of  complaint,  or 
grievance  but  the  Confiitution  itfelf  ?  Yet  this  was  compared  to  the 
time  of  Charles  the  Firfi,  who,  by  making  innovations,  was  dc- 
Iboying  the  Conditution,  and  would  have  left  no  liberty  ;  and  there- 
by excited  difturbances,  which  he  endeavoured  to. prevent  byharfl) 
punifliments— It  wasnot  for  proteding,  but  for  invading  die  Con- 
ilitution  he  incurred  national  refcntment ;  but  it  was  the  refufal  of 
the  Parliament  to  innovate  and  defiroy  the  Conditution  which  af- 
forded matter  of  complaint  and  grievance  to  thofe  fociedes      And 
while  gendemen  infift  that  the  chief  criminality  of  Minifiers,  which 
fomented  thofe  difturbances,  was,  that  they  had  thrown  the  nation 
into  war  when  in  a  ftate  of  unexampled  profpcrity,  they  forget  that 
it  was  in  the  midd  of  that  profpcrity  thofe  focieties  began  their  at- 
tacks on  Government.     It  had  been  faid,  that  Minifiers  had  atied 
iticonfiftently  in  alarming  the  Houfe  about  danger,  after  having  ftatedi 
in  the  fpeech  from  the  Throne,  that  the  people  were  quiet..   Before 
he  fpoke  to  this,  he  mufl  obferve  that  there  was  a  fafhion  grown  up 
nf  latCy  that  made  it  itnpoflible  to  (lace  a  fober  propofidon  without 
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fencing  and  guarding  it  round  with  all  it^  meanings  and  definitions. 
Mintfters  had  dated  the  people  were  loyal ;  ^utthat  did  not  argue 
that  there  might  not  be  one  or  more  difoontented.  If  a  man  ftated 
that  there  was  a  conflderable  degree  of  difaiie£tion  in  thofc  fa6)ioUB 
focictics,  then  the  conftrufJion  was,  that  the  whole  body  of  the  peo- 
ple was  difa(B:6ledy  the  whole  nation  libelled,  and  all  were  to  be 
deprived  of  their  freedom.  Each  of  thofe,  however,  were  never 
thelefs  true  in  a  reafonable  latitude.  It  was  certainly  true  that  the 
great  body  of  the  people  were  well  affedted  to  the  Conftitudon ;  but 
did  it  fellow,  that  becaufe  the  number  of  the  difaflPei^led  was  fmall, 
the  majority  -^ould  not  take  meafurcs  to  prevent  the  mifchievous  ef- 
fects of  their  difaifedion  ?— that  was  the  very  condition  in  which 
ftrong  meafures  (hould  be  taken  ;  this  was  appoint  infilled  upon  on 
a  (imilar  occafion  by  the  firft  philofopher  and  ftatefnian  of  Rome, 
who  faid  that  a  body  of  confpirators  of  very  fmall  number,  when 
compared  with  the  bulk  of  the  people,  might  (hake  the  empire  to  its 
foundations.  Francetoo  afibrded  a  very  ufeful  lelTon,  how  fmall  a 
portion  of  men  might  produce  the  mod  ruinous  eifedls :  Paine  htm- 
felf  ftated  that  the  firft  who  fet  on  foot  the  revolution,  were  no  okwc 
than  fcven  men,  (the  authors  of  the  Jacobin  club},  fo  deipicable  in 
talents,  charader  and  power,  as  not  to  be  thought  worth  refiftance. 
If  thofc  focieties  proceeded  on  the  model  of  their  predeceflbr»,  the 
Jacobins,  and  follow  up  their  plans,  they  would  eradicate  all  regard 
for  the  Conftitution,  and  refpeft  for  autliority  of  every  fpecies ;  not 
merely  the  authority  of  place  and  office,  but  the  authority  annexed 
to  men  of  ^ents,  who  arc  as  much  the  ftrength  of  the  State,  as  any 
who  derived  authority  from  artificial  inftitutions.  It  would  indeed 
be  bunentable,  if  this  fuperiority  of  talents  made  a  party  againft  it- 
felf ;  as  it  would  be  ridiculous  to  think,  that  if  they  could  get  the 
difaffcded  to  go  certain  lengths,  they  might  then  throw  them  off. 
Such  men  (hould  recolledt,  for  their  own  inftruAion  and  guidance, 
that  if  all  that  was  wife,  great,  and  virtuous  in  human  nature,  rofe 
up  on  one  fide— and  the  wretdied  libeller  Marat,  on  the  other, 
iaid  to  the  people,  "  Be  on  your  guard  againft  the  ariftocracy  of  ta- 
lents and  wealth  ;^-*you  cannot  fufpe£l  me,  who  have  neither  talents 
nor  views  of  ariftocracy  ;*'— all  would  fink  before  him.  To  that 
ftate  he  laid  it  was  pofTible  we  might  be  brought :  a  ri^t  hooouv* 
able  gentleman  of  the  moft  fplendid  talents,  had,  to  be  fure,  iaid 
that  Englifti  minds  were  fo  conftituted  as  to  refift  fuch  escamples  \ 
he  believed  he  was,  to  a  certain  extent,  right :  but  though  they 
might,  for  ibme  time,  they  could  not.  long  refiit  a  conftam  addreft 
to  the  paflions  when  aflailed  in  the  moft  flattering  way,  ndC  in  die 
wav  of  obedience  to  powor,  but  of  rig^  and  refifbmop  to  vSiugm^ 
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tlon.  The  very  evils  incident  to  life  were  attributed  to  Govem- 
'  ment :  Human  Nature  itfelf  might  be  brought  into  conten^,  if  its 
foul  fide  was  .always  produced  und  its  fair  fide  put  in  the  (hade ;  and 
for  thofe  innovators  he  would  fay,  that  Swift's  defcription  of  the 
Yahoos  was  as  fair  a  reprefentation  of  Human  Nature,  as  the  Cor- 
'  refponding  Society's  defcription  was  of  the  Confiitution. — Keep  out 
of  fight  all  that  is  beautiful  and  excellent,, and  the  befi  work  of  cre- 
ation might  appear  foul  and  detci^ablc.  I  f  thofe  focieties  and  le^rcrs 
were  permitted  to  proceed  farther,  he  would  venture  to  predid,  that 
the  natural  difpofidon  of  the  Engltfh  mind  would  undei]go  a  com- 
plete and  fatal  change.  The  fafcination  of  the  kind  he  complained 
of  was,  however  flow,  inevitable  in  its  efFeds.  Nor  was  it  only 
on  the  lower  clafles  thefe  efFeds  might  be  produced  ;  for  it  (hould 
be  for  ever  remembered,  that  the  attempt  made  in  France  to  build 
a  fyftem  of  gpvernment  on  metaphyfical  principles,  was  looked  on 
with  a  favourable  eye  by  men  of  great  abilities  in  England :  had  it 
been  at  that  time  (lated  to  them,  that  the  antiquated  Conftitution 
of  England  would  be  as  durable,  they  would  have  received  it  with 
contempt  and  derifion  ;  yet  was  that  very  fyfiem  reduced,  in  a  fingic 
night,  by  a  mob  of  Paris.  The  £ngli(h  could  not  flatter  themfelves, 
from  a  peculiar  exemption,  from  the  weaknefs  of  humanity ;  the 
fame  means  would  (though,  perhaps,  in  a  longer  time]  produce 
the  fame  ends  with  them.  To  prevent  that  end,  by  extinguifliif^ 
the  means,  was  the  duty  of  the  Houfe ;  and  he  was  convinced  that 
thofe  bills  would  effedt  that  purpofe,  and  operate  notj  as  was  bid, 
as  a  ruinous  refiridion,  but  as  a  fecurity  and  protedion  to  our  glo- 
rious Confiitutibp. 

Mr.  FOX.  I  have  liitcned  with  fincere  pleafure,  in  common 
with  every  man  ip  the  Houfe,  to  the  able  and  eloquent  fpccch  de- 
livered by  the  learned  gentleman,  >yho  has  now  fat  down.  I  refped 
the  talents  of  that  learned  gentleman,  and  I  admit  his  ingenuity. 
Nor  do  I  mean  any*  thing  in  the  lead  difrcfpeftful  to  that  difplay  of 
both,  when  I  fay,  that  though  his  fpccch  was  full  of  ai^gument,  and 
replete  with  eloquence,  a  man  may  fafely  fubfcribe  to  every  ftate- 
ment  he  has  brought  forward,  and  every  conclufion  he  has  drawn, 
and  yet  vote  againft  the  prcfcnt  bill.  I  do  not  agree  with  the  prin- 
ciples of  his  argument.  I  admit,  that  what  he  has  flated,  compre- 
hends an  cxtcnfi ve  range  of  ailment,  and  bears  upon  many  impor- 
tant objefls  of  policy.  But  I  cannot  admit  that  it  bears  on  the 
principfc/of  diis  bill.  At  the  fame  time,  *I  feel  fome  difficulty  in 
relying  to  a  fpeech,  undoubtedly  of  great  ability,  and  which  has 
njade  a  very  confiderablc  impreflion  on  the  Houfe.  He  commenced 
his  fpee<^  with  an  obfervation  which  I  am  not  difpofed  to  concro- 
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▼ert*      His  pofition  was,  that  at  a  time  of  confiderable  danger,  it  * 
was  proper  to  give  up  part  of  the  Conflitution  in  order  to  fecure  the 
remaiiKler.     That  maxim  in  itfelf  is  uncontrovertible,  but  before  it 
can  have  any  weight,  as  applied  in  a  pradical  view,  it  is  neceflary 
to  prove  the  exigence  of  ^hc  danger  and  its  magnitude,  and  that  the 
rcnicdy  called  for  is  exa6^ly  that  portion  of  the  Gonftitution  whidi 
it  may  be  proper  to  facrificc,  and  not  greater  than  the  value  of  the 
olijcdl   to  be  -fecured.     The  learned  gentlenian  complains,  that  in 
laying  down  a  general  propofition,  there  is  great  danger  of  being 
mifunderAood,  and  that  it  is  nccefTary  to  be  extremely  guarded  fn>tki 
a  difpolition  which  is  but  too  commonly  fhewn,  to  take  eveiy  thing 
in  extremes.     This  furely  is  a  difficulty,  of  which  he  folely  has  not 
to  complain,  and  which  we,  on  this  (ide  the  Houfe,  at  lead  equally 
experience. ,    He  affirms,  that  we  have  dated,  that  if  the  country 
be  loyal,  there  is  no  occaiion  for  the  prefcnt  bills,  and  that  if  it  be 
diiloyal,  they  are  inadequate  to  the  purpofe  which  they  profefs  to<4>- 
tain.      I,  for  one,  never  ufed  fuch  an  argument;  but  I  have  re- 
peatedly afked,  and  I  afk  again,  nbt  what  is  the  quantity  of  loy- 
alty or  difaifediion  at  prefcnt  to  be  found  in  the  ..country,  but  whe- 
ther that  diflaffed^ion  has  been  greater  or  lefs  lince  the  commence- 
ment of  the  war  ?    This  point  I  mud  remark,  the  learned  gentle- 
man carefully  (hunned  ;  he  could  not  indeed  have  dated  it  without 
involving  himfdf  in  difficulties,  from  which  even  his  abilities  would 
have  been  infufficient  to  extricate  him.      For  if  the  difii3edion  be 
greater,  I  have  a  right  tb  aflume,  that  all  the  meafures  which  have 
been  taken  to  repel  the  dangers  of  that  difaffedion,  have  been  inef- 
fcfhial,  and  that  the  fuppreflion  of  certain  principles,  which  was 
dated  to  be  a  principal  objed  of  the  war,  and  for  which  MiniAers 
were  difpofed  to  take  credit,  that  they  had  to  a  certain  degree  die-  ^ 
ceeded,  has  been  completely  frudrated.      If  the  difaffedlion  is  now 
greater,  the  war  mud  then  have  failed  of  its  purpofe  j  but  on  the 
other  hand,  if  the  difaffedlion  is  lefs  (ince  the  commencement  of  the 
war,   why  has  the  ticceffity  for  a  remedy  increafed  ?  why  are  the 
prefcnt  meafures  adopted  ?     I  am  adiamed  to  trouble  die  Houfe 
with  what  I  have  fo  often  had  occafion  to  repeat,  but  if  this  ground 
of  difafFedion  is  continually  to  be  brought  fonivard,  it  is  right  sXb 
that  it  (hould  be  traced  to  its  proper  fource.     The  learned  gentle- 
man afxufes  us  with  having  always  dudioufly  declined  to  date  tiie 
eictent  of  the  danger  to  be  apprehended,  under  the  prefent  circum- 
dances  of  the  country.     On  this  point,  at  lead,  he.  (hall  not  have 
to  charge  me  with  not  being  fufficiently  precifc.     I  have  always 
faid,  that  there  are  in  this  country,  as  there  will  be  under  every 
Government^  men  hodile  to  the  edabliflied  Conditution,  but  from 
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the  general  fpirit  of  lojralty  prevalent  in  the  nation,  that  fuch  indi- 
viduals are  not  to  be  confidcred  as  in  any  great  degree  formidable, 
and  tiiat  their  attempts  may  be  effcAually  fuppreifed  by  the  exiting 
laws*     I  do  not  denv  that  the  number  of  fuch  individuals  mav  have 
lately  increafed,  and  that  if  the  prcfent  fyftcm  of  meafures  continues 
to  be  perAfted  in,  may  yet  increafc  to  a  degree  more  alarming  than 
has  hitherto  been  known  in  this  country.     The  learned  gentleman 
fsqrs,  that  our  reaibning  with  refpedt  to  the  prcfent  bill,  is  a  paradox  ; 
that  we  aiBrniy  that  all  the  danger  arifes  from  the  reliftance,   and  are 
not  willing  to  allow  that  any  part  of  the  danger  may  be  owing  to    , 
'  the  attack.     If  this  be  a  paradox,  it  is,  however,  a  paradox  which    I 
is  often  true.     Attacks  in  thcmfelves  contemptible,  have  often  been 
rendered  formidable,  by  the  means  which  have  been  employed  in 
refifting  them.     On  diis  groimd  I  appeal,  not  to  the  ponclufions  of 
theoiy,  but  to  the  pradUcal  leffons  of  hiftory.     I  will  a(k  the  learned 
g^tleman,  does  he  not  believe,  that  in  the  time  of  Charles  the 
Firft,  there  were  perfons  hoftilc  to  the  monarchy,   and  defirous  \o 
overturn  the  Conftitution  ?     But  will  he  contend  that  the  danger 
arofc  from  thofe  perfons,  comparatively  few  in  number,  and  limited 
in  their  influence  ?     The  danger  arofe  from  the  arbitrary  proceed- 
ings of  the  Court;  from  a  mode  of  defence  which  reduced  the 
people  to  the  alternative  of  choofing  between  dcfpotifm  and  liberty. 
Though  at  the  period  of  the  great  eonteft  I  always  efpoufed  the 
caufe  of  America,  I  never  was  fo  much  its  advocate  25  not  to  ad- 
mit, that  there  were  perfons  in  that  quarter  hoftile  to  this  countrj', 
and  that  in  confequence  there  exifted  fome  danger  of  feparation,  as 
thcfe  perfons  would  be  naturally  anxious  to  widen  any  breach  be- 
tween the  two  countries.     But  how  did  the  danger  ^t  laft  take  ef- 
fe6l?     Was  it  from  fhe  influence  of  thofe  perfons,  or  not  rather 
from  the  injudicious  mode  which  was  adopted  by  this  country  in  re- 
pelling the  attack  ?  There  was  another  part  of  his  fpeech  which  I 
thought  lead  worthy  of  the  learned  gentleman.     He  fays,  that  we 
afcribe  all  the  difcontent  to  the  mifcondudt  of  Minifters,  and  the 
preflure  of  public  grievances.     He  afks,  if  flmilar  caufes  have  not 
exifted  before,  and  if  there  ever  has  been  a  period  at  which  there  has 
not  been  fome  ground  of  complaint.     That  fome  grievances  always 
have  exifted  I  do  not  deny  ;  and  that  the  ncceflary  confequence  of 
thefe  has  been  to  produce  difcontent,  but  not  to  fuch  a  degree  as  un- 
fortunately has  lately  been  experienced.     I  again  refer  the  learned 
gentleman  to  the  time  of  Charles  the  Firft,  and  I  afk  him,  whe- 
ther he  is  not  compelled  chiefly  to  attribute  his  fate  entirely  to  his 
own  mtfisonduA,  and  to  that  of  his  Minifters  ?     Will  he  not  ad- 
vtSXy  Aat  thofe  perfons  who  were  hoftile  to  his  Government,  de- 
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rived  their  ftrength  only  from  the  difcontents  and  grievances  of  the 
time,  and  that  from  thcfc  arofc  that  crifis  of  danger  which  termi- 
nated in  his  niin  ?   Would  the  difafiFe^ted  men  at  that  period  Inve 
been  able  to  have  fucceeded  in  their  objcft,  if  dieir  views  had  not 
been  feconded  by  that  general  fpirit  of  difeontent  which  was  excited 
by  the  arbitrary  meafures  of  the  Court  ?     A  (imilar  obfervation  is 
applicable  to  what  happened  in  America.      I  do  not  know  what  arc 
the  fcnriments  of  the  learned  gentleman  on  that  fubjed,  but  I  put 
it  to  him,  whether  he  would  confider  it  as.an  argument  of  any  weight 
ag.iin(l  that  injudicious  conduct  of  Parliament  which  occalioned  the 
fcparation  of  America  from  the  Briti(h  Empire,   becaufe  a  letter 
could  be  produced,  written  by  fomc  diflatisiied  roan  in  Bofton,  in 
1 7  64,  in  which  he  expreffed  his  wifli  for  fuch  a  feparation  ?    But 
he  fays,  that  much  of  the  prefent  danger  arifesfrom  a  body  of  men 
concentring  all  the  ill  humours  and  difcontents  of  the  country,  and 
applying  them  to  their  own  purpofe,  in  order  to  create  difaifciftion  to 
the  Government.     Can  the  honourable  gentleman,  however,  main*, 
tain  that  this  is  a  danger  which  arifes  only  from  a  particular  con*- 
jun6lure  in  the  times,  and  which  has  no  reference  to  the  charader 
of  the  Government  ?  On  the  contrary,  has  it  not  its  chief  fource  in 
their  mifconduifl  ?    Is  it  not  froip  mal-adminiftration  that  it  derives 
its  ftrength  and*  confidence  ?  ill  humours  are  more  apt  to  exift  in 
bad  than  in  good  Governments.     They  will  always  be  found  to 
prc»*ail  in  thegrec^tcft  degree  under  the  worft,  fuch  as  I  contend  the 
prefent  to  be ;  I  n^ed  not  fay  that  I  mean  the  Adminiftradon,  oot 
the  Conftitution.     Equally  falfe  is  his  argument,  that  we,  by  the 
line  of  condud  which  we  adopt,  give  ftrength  to  the  enemies  of  the 
Conftitution,   and  afford  additional  grounds  for  thofe  ftrong  mea- 
fures, which  Government  arc  forced  to  adopt,  in  order  to  repel  the 
danger  arifing  from  their  machinations.     The  words  of  a  ceiebrat-* 
cd  writer,  on  an  occafiiin  to  which  I  have  already  alluded^  are  ex»# 
trcmcly  applicable  to  the  prefent  inftancc.     Mr.  Fox  here  quoted 
the  words  of  Mr.  Burke,  recommending  lenient  and  conciliatory 
itieafurcs,   with  refpedt  to  America.      "   I  would  divide,"  fays  he, 
"  not  Churleftown  from  Carolina,  not  Bofton  from  New  York ; 
^  it  tbofe  who  are  adverfe  to  taxation  from  thofe  who  wifticd  for  a 
l.jjaration."     In  the  prefent  inftance,  continued  Mr.  Fox,  I  would 
adopt  the  fame  policy,  I  would  divide  thofe  who  merely  complain 
of  grievances,  and  wifti  for  the  reform  of  abufes,  from,  thofe  who 
arc  unfriendly  to  the  Conftitution.      I  would  not,  to  reprefs.thd 
few  who  may  be  dcfirous  of  overthrowing  the  Conftitution,  rifk  the 
adoption  of  meafures  which  ma^'  engender  a  fpirir  of  general  difguft. 
I  (hould  rather  endeavour  to  conciliate  enmity,  to  redrefs  grievances, 
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to  reform  abufes,  to  unite  all  under  the  bailner  of  the  Confiitution, 
but  by  no  means  to  widen  the  breach,  to  drive  every  thing  to  ex- 
tremes, and  inflame  difcontent  to  defpair.  There  are  fome  other 
arguments  of  the  learned  gentleman,  to  which  I  muft  advert,  par- 
ticularly what  he  dated  with  refped  to  the  efFefl  of  the  opinion  of  a 
jury.  He  faid  that  the  opinion  of  a  jury  did  not  difprovc  the  ex- 
iftcnce  of  danger,  neither  ought  it  to  interfere  with  the  exercife  of 
your  judgment  in  refped  to  the  extent  of  the  4^nger,  nor  to  prevent 
you  from  taking  legiflative  provifions  in  order  to  relid  its  prqgrefs. 
I  never  faid  that  the  acquittals  difproved  the  exif^ence  of  danger  ; 
I  only  contended  that  the  eflfecfl  of  thofe  acquittals  was  to  prove, 
that  there  had  been  no  traitorous  confpiracy.  I  thought  that  the  o- 
pinlons  of  the  juries  were  in  that  inftance  more  to  be  depended  oo 
than  the  reports  of  the  committees  of  the  two  houfes  of  Parliament, 
and  the  opinions  of  the  law  officer^  of  the  Crown.  But  the  learned 
gentleman  fays,  that  as  we  deny  the  notoriety,  we  can  only  have 
through  the.mcdium  of  the  Reports  of  the  Sele6l  Committee,  the 
evidence  of  the  difafFe£ted  temper,  and  dangerous  deligns  of  thofe 
Societies.  Why  I  cannot  admit  rK)toriety  as  a  ground  for  faL&s 
which  ought  to  be  made  out  by  evidence,  I  have  formerly  taken  an 
opportunity  to  ftate'my  reafons.  As  to  the  authority  of  the  reports 
to  which  he  again  refers  us,  the  circumftances  ftated  in  thofe  re- 
ports, were  fuch  as  at  the  time  made  but  little  impreifion  on  my 
mind.  They  appeared  to  me  to  be  fo  infignificant,  as  no  man 
would  put  himfelf  to  the  trouble  of  recollecting. — They  certainly 
never  made  out,  what  was  the  chief  objeft  to  be  proved,  that 
there  was  any  great  body  in  the  country  generally  difaSeded  to  the 
Conflitution,  or  united  in  a  confpiracy  to  overturn  it.  That  there 
were  fome  individuals  in  the  focieties  hoftile  to  the  Conftitution,  I 
can  readily  conceive  ;  but  that  the  mafs  of  thofe  focieties  was  un- 
friendly to  the  Conftitution,  has  never  been  (hewn.  On  the  con- 
trary, I  believe,  that  if  there  were  any  means  of  afcertaining  the 
faift,  the  mafs  would  be  found  to  be  well  difpofed  towards  the  Con- 
ftitution itfelf,  whatever  reforms  they  may  conceive  to  be  deiirable. 
The  learned  gentleman  fays,  that  the  objedt  of  thefe  focieties  is 
univerfal  fuffrage,  and  annual  parliaments.  This  object  the  learned 
gentleman  feems  to  conceive  to  be  tantamount  to  a  total  fubverfion 
of  the  Conftitution.  I  am  not  prepared  to  fay  whether  thefe  are 
compatible  with  the  Englifli  Conftitution,  but  at  leaft  fuch  an  idea 
has  long  exifted  in  the  country,  and  is  not  borrowed  from  any 
model  which  France  has  recently  exhibited.  If  univerfal  fuffragc 
and  annual  Parliaments  are  bad,  France  has  to  reproach  us  with  firft 
having  fuggcftcd  that  theory,  and  not  we   the  French  for  having 
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impoitBd  thofe  dodrincs  into  diis  countiy.     But  on  this  fubjefi  the 
larncd  gendeottn  has  dated  the  moft  extraordinary  opinion  of  all 
the  eztraordinar)'  opinions  I  ever  heard.     If,  fays  he,  the  fenti^ 
ments  of  thofe  focieties  are  good,  we  ought  to  encourage  them  ;  if 
bad,  why  may  nol  Government  be  allowed  to  take  proper  precau- 
tions to  redrefs  them  ?     Good  God !  are  we  in  this  country  come  to 
that  pitch  of  intolenince  as  not  to  bear  any  difierence  of  opinion, 
and- ID  regulate  all  fentiments  by  the  fame  flandard  P  we  hear  conti- 
nual exclamations  againft  the  opprefllon  of  the  French  Government, 
and  the  reftraint  which  it  impofes  upon  public  opinion.     Are  we 
here  to  imitate  its  example^  and  to  adopt  the  fame  re(lri6live  policy? 
in  France  the  minority  has  no  exiftence.     It  is  deen^  Incompati- 
ble wldi  the  (afety  of  the  adlual  Government :  whatever  party  tri- 
umphs, efieAually  (ilences  the  voice  of  all  oppofitipn.     Such  a  prin- 
ciple,  I  hope,  will  never  be  introduced  here. — I  trnft  that  the  Bri« 
tiih  Conftkution  will  never  be  conceived  to  ftand  on  fo  tottering  a 
foundation  as  to  be  endai^gered  by  any  difference  of  opinion,  with 
rcfped  to  the  forms  under  which  it  may  be  carried  on.     In  former 
periods,  diis  difierence  of  opinion  has  exified,  and  the  principle  of 
the  Cpnfiitution  has  not  been  at  all  di(hirbed.     It  is  only  neceflary 
for  me  to  illuftrate  my  pofition  by  a  particular  inftance,  for  the 
Houfe  will  do  me  tfie  juftice  to  admit,  that  I  am  not  apt  to  make 
any  afierdon  from  theory  on  a  matter  of  practical  application.**- 
Thcfe  very  opinions,  with  refped  to  annual  parliaments  and  univer« 
£d  fufirags,  which  are  now  the  fubje6l  of  fo  much  alarm,  were 
entertained  through  all  the  reigns  of  George  the  Firil  and  Second. 
They  were  at  one  time  the  favourite  opinions  of  the  tofies  in  this 
country.     They  were  ftrongly  dicriflied  at  the  conamencement-  of 
the  re^  of  his  prefent  Majefty,  and  it  was  at  one  time  conceived 
thatth^  would  have  formed  part  of  the  meafures  adopted  by  men 
who  were  then  in  power.     I  cannot  agree  in  opinion  with  thofe  who 
dunk  that  they^  are  an  objed  which  this  country  ought  to  defire. 
In  my  view  of  the  fubje^,  they  could  not  be  carried  into  effect 
without  mifchicf.     But  becaufe  I  do  not  approve  of  them,  I  will 
not  theidbfe  periecute  thofe  who  may  differ  from  me  in  fentiment* 
I  leave  them  open  for  public  difcufiion,  and  Iruft  to  the  good  fenfer 
of  the  country  to  adopt  diat  decifion  which  may  be  found  pradti- 
caQy  uiefoL*^Hitherto  they  have  been  found  to  be  attended  with 
no  das^ger,  and  under  thefe  circumftances  I  cannot  conceive  it  to  b^ 
neceffiuy  that  they  fhould  ehhcr  be  fandiioned  by  .any  teftimonies  of 
icgifladve  approbation,  or  repreffed  by  any  enaflmentof  prevention^ 
Fxom  diofe  pamphlets  which  have  fo  much  been  biought  into  notice, 
I  think  there  is  but  little  danger  to  ht  apprehended.     Whatjsv^ 
V01..XLIII.  3? 
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currency  they  have  had,  they  owe  chiefly  to  the  daipotir  whidi  hv 
been  raifed  by  the  King*s  Minifters  refpcffing  their  oonrents. — I 
never  have  been  able  to  view  them  in  fo  ferious  a  light  as  impolii^ 
any  neceffity  for  new  legiflative  provifions;  but  if  dwt  danger, 
which  is  fo  much  talked  of  is  really  to  be  apprehended  from  dicfc 
pamphlets,  what  advantage  is  to  be  derived  from  thefc  hWhp  m  the 
way  of  prevention  ?  They  contain  no  regulations  calculated  tt 
guard  againft  the  nritfchief.  The  odious  policy  which  dilated  the 
prcfent  bills,  is,  indeed,  fcarccly  lefs  confpicuous  than  thcimpotcncy 
of  thofe  means  by  which  they  ppof/ofe  to  effcdl  their  objeft. 
Though  general  meetings  may  be  prohibited,  yet  it  is  impoflibk  for 
any  a^  6f  tyranny,  however  fevere,  or  even  fcr  thefc  provifiofis  of 
the  prefent  bill,  horrible  and  detcRable  as  it  is,  to  ftop  that  ex- 
change of  focial  intercourfe  by  which  freedom  of  fentiment  is  kept 
alive.  They  may  indeed  cramp  that  adive. principle  by  which  this 
intercourfe  is  maintained,  but  they  can  never  wholly  extirpate  it 
'from  the  mind  ;  and  while  this  has  any  exigence,  tlie  dai^gcr  ^hkh 
they  dread  is  not  fubdued.'  The  learned  gentleman  has  adopted 
that  mode  of  reafoning  which  is  fo  common  on  the  other  fide  of  the 
houfc,  of  arguing  from  the  example  of  France  to  this  Country,  and 
of  holding  out  the  evils  which  happened  there,  as  a  ground  for  us 
to  adopt  a  'policy  of  prevention.  He  contends,  that  in  order  to 
guard  againft  thofe  evils,  it  is  neccffary  that  we  (hould  confent  to 
fubmii  to  fome  infringement  of  our  freedcm.  But  he  forgets  that 
the  degree  of  freedom,  which  is  fit  for  any  people  to  enjoy,  muft 
be  accommodated  to  the  charaflerof  that  people,  and  to  their  pro- 
grefs  in  knowledge.  Will  the  learned  gentleman  fay,  that  the  Ne- 
groes ought  to  receive  the  fame  degree  of  freedom,  which  might 
fafely  be  granted  to  the  inhabitants  of  Spain  and  Portugal,  or  that 
the  inhabitants  of  Spain  and  Portugal  are  capable  of  enjoying  that cx- 
tenfivc  (hare  of  freedom  which  prevails  in  this  country  ?  No  man 
♦  verfed  in  the  philorophy  of  the  human  mind,  will  maintain  fqch  a 
pofinon. — Perhaps  the  French  were  not  in  a  fituation  to  come  all 
at'once  to  the  full  cnjoymcrit  of  Liberty.  The  tranfition  was  too 
fudden  to  be  attended  wirh  thofe  falutary  confequences  which  would 
have  rcfulted  from  the  fober  cxercife  of  their  newly-acquired  free- 
dom. The  learned  gentleman  has  traced  all  the  evil  to  the  opera- 
tions of  the  Jacobin  fociety.  But  before  the  exiflencc  of  that  fi>- 
ciety;  at  leaft'iong  before  it  attained  that  afirendancy  over  the  minds 
of  the  people  which  it  afterwards  acquired,  all  thofe  violent  dianges 
had  taken  place  with  refpeft  tp  their  clci^gy,  their  nobilit}*,  and 
their  feudal  inltitutions,  which  paved  the  way  for  their  fubftqucnt 
-re^'olutions. 
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The  learned  gentleman  ftatcs,  that  the  number  of  the  original 
Rrpubfican  clubs  at  Paris,  confiftcd  only  of  feven  perfons.     Will 
he  ferioufly  fay,  that  he  believes  it  to  be  rational,  to  form  any  Ic- 
pflativc  provifions,  to  afFeS  a  whole  nation,  v  ith  refpc(S  to  the 
nr.o*i  important  part  of  its  rights  ;  on  account  of  the.  determination 
of  fcvcn  perfons  ?  No  man  will  fufpeS  me  of  any  partiality  to  the 
J.^cobin  club.     But  to  it  alone  I  cannot  attribute  the  calamities 
which  commenced  at  an  early  period  of  the  revolution,  and  which 
ruminated  in  the  d^ath  of  the  unfortunate  King,  an  event,  which 
from  its  pecuKwr  circumftances,  fo  much  affeftcd  the  feelings  of 
men,  as  to  extinguifh  all  remcmbrtnce  of  his  former  errors.      It 
cm™>t  hou'cver  be  denied,  that  the  meafures  taken  by  the  King 
?>i  his  Mintfters,  had  fome  (hare  in  producing  the  horrors  of  the 
icth  of  Augufl,  and  the  melancholy  cataftrophc  which  followed. 
B  Jt  admitting  even  that  this  was  not  the  cafe,  were  there  not  ftrong 
collateral  grounds  of  fufpicion  from  the  flight  of  his  Royal  brother  ;' 
the  averfenefs  he  had  (hewn  to  the  Conftituiion ;  his  connexion 
»iih  the  Houfc  of  Au(lf  ia  ;  and  the  war  which  the  Emperor  had ' 
juft  undertaken ;  all  of  which  combined,  tended  to  forward  the 
views  of  the  Jacobin  club,  by  irritating  the  minds  of  the  people, 
and  di^pofing  them  to  Iqok  on  their  Sovereign  with  diftruft  and  cn- 
mifr,  and  fo  to  hurry  the  unfortunate  Monarch  forward  ^o  his  fate  ? 
The  learned  gentleman  faid,  there  was  a  time  when,  if  he  had 
ventured  to  affirm  that  the  ConOitution  of  FngUnd  promi ftd  mrre 
ftabilitv  than  the  Government  then  eftablifhtd  in  Frincc,  hr  wouid 
bvebecn  thought  extremely  fai^uine.    I  know  not\0  ^t  corrpany 
the  learned  gentleman  has  kept,  where  fuch  an  f>pinic»n  ^^oi'lJ  I.»ve 
fuhjccJed  him  to  the  imputation  of  being  fanguine.      My  opii urn, 
delivered  both  in  public  :md  in  private,  and  for  the  authenticity  cf 
»hich  I  appeal  to  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  always  was,  that, 
compared  with  that  of  England,  the  new  Government  of  France 
Vf3&  far  from  aflbrding  any  promifc  of  ftability.    I  once  allertcd  on 
a  former  occafion,  (debate  on  a  reform  in  Parliarrtnt)  that  an  (Id 
Houfc  well  altered,  and  repaired,  was  more  lir.dy  to  OmdMhan 
one  built  on  a  new  foundiiicn ;  with  refpedt  to  the  ftru(3urc  of 
^ich  there  had  been  no  experience.     I  fortfaw  thit  the  revolution 
in  France  muft  undergo  various  changes,  before  it  could  take  a 
fatlcd  form  ;  and  when  I  applied  to  it  the  phrafe  of  a  glorious  re- 
volution, it  was  only  confidering  it  as  the  downfal  of  the  old  fyflcm 
of  tkfjx>tifm,  and  the  reftoration  of  liberty  to  twenty- five  millions 
rf  people. 

The  learned  gentleman  entered  into  a  declamation  en  the  dread* 
ficonfcquences  of  anarchy,  and  called  upon  me  by  implication  to 

3  E  a.  . 
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c6nfider  what  was  the  tendency  of  my  prefent  oondod,  and  what 
itoight  be  the  rcfult  with  rcfpeft  to  myfelf,  fliould  fuch  a  fyAem  be 
introduced  into  tliis  country.     I  need  no  fuch  warning,     I  am  well 
,  aware,  that  if  (uch  a  revolution  ever  took  place  in  this  country,  of 
the  nature  to  which  he  alludes,  (which  may  God  fbrhid)  I  Tviil 
be  one  of  the  firft,  I  am  fure  that  I  will  not  be  the  kft  vi^ini. 
If  ever  the  time  come  when  the  gentlemen  on  the  other  fide  (hall 
be  facrlfiwjd  to  the  fury  of  an  enraged  peoplr,  whatever  condufilon 
their  part  may  have  called  forth  their  vengeance — I  (hall  not  flat- 
ter myfelf  with  being  long  fccure  from  the  effciks  of  the  ftorm-— 
Fiom  that  date  I  (hall  have  the  philofophy  to  forefee,  that  my  days 
will  not  be  many.— This  confuleration,  however,  but  little  deters 
me  from  adhering  to  the  line  of  my  duty.     The  confcquenccs  of 
my  prefent  conduA  I^have  well  weighed  ;  and  let  me  aik   that 
learned  gcntlertian,  M'ho  has  drawn  fo  dreadful  a  pidure  of  the  effects 
of  popular  fury,  if  the  danger  is  all  on  one  iidc.    ^  Should  I  ItAen 
to  his  iniinuations,  and  lend  my  alTiftance,  and  the  weight  of  that 
Kttle  influence  which  I  may  poflefs,  to  fecond  the  views  of  Minif- 
ters,  and  acellerate  the  euthanafia  of  the  Btiti(h  Conftitution,  I 
(hould  then  no  doubt  contribute  to  enflavemy  countiy,  but  I  (houM 
myfelf  be  a  flave  to  Miniderd.     It  is  a  trutfi,  which  fome  of  thofe 
with  whorn  I  was  formerly  conneded,  who  came  forward,  I  have 
no  doubt,  trom  pure  and  honourable  motives,  to  aflbrd  their  aid  to 
Minifters,  will  experience — which  fome  of  them,   I  believe,  have 
already  experienced,  and  which  they  may  expefttofccl  i\ill  more 
fcverely.      I  fee  certain  gentlemen  fmile  at  this ;  I  did  not  mcanio 
apply  any  thing  as  h  perfunal  degradation  to  them,  if  they  do  not  feel 
for'themfclves.     But  when  I  fee  day  after  day,  and  year  after  year, 
a  fyftem  purfucd,  tending  to  bring  this  country  to  tHat  euthanafia 
predifte  1  by  Mr.  Hume,  I,  for  one,  am  not  willing  to  be  an  affift- 
farit  in  its  accomplifhment.     With  regard  to  the  mifchicf,  dreaded 
from  thejunSion  of  men,  who  only  want  to  reform  abufes,  with 
thofe  who  wiih  the  deftrut^ion  of  the  G)nftitutioti,  I  would  apply 
the  -remedy  propofed  by  Mr.  Burke,  in  the  cafeof  our  diijpute. with 
America  :  he  fald  on  that  occafion,  that  he  would  wi(h  to  feparate 
the  Americans.— Not  by  feparating  the  north  from  the  fouth,  not 
by  feparating  the  caft  from  the  weft,  not  by  feparating  Bofton  from 
Philadelphia,  but  by  feparating  thofe  who  were  merely  difcontcnt- 
ed  with  the  abufes  of  the  G>nftitutron,  and  thofe  who  had  a  hatred 
for  it,  and  wiflied  its  total  deftrudion.     The  learned  gentleman 
aiks  in  the  prefent  inftance,  how  my  horK>urable  friend  (Mr.  Lamb- 
.  ton)  is  to  manage  the  treaty  with  die  hoftile  party  ?     I  know  of 
no  hoflile  party.     But  if  he  aiked  how  I  (bould  tnat  with  the  dif- 
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contcirted  i     I  would  reply^  ^*  I  would  exmpbjr  myTcIf  in  ledify- 
ifig  abufes,  and  controling  the  executive  government^  in  removing 
horn  their  eyes  the  deformities  of  the  Britifh  Confthution,  and  in 
bringing  forward  its  excellence  in  the  mod  (hiking  and  attractive 
point  of  view..    This  was  the  fort  of  fcparation  which  Mr.  Burke 
fccommcnded  with  regard  to  the  Americans,  and  this  was  the  fe- 
paratton  which  I  would  now  recommend  with  regard  to  thedifcon* 
tented  in  this  country    at  this  time.     Strike  out  the  bad  part  of 
your  prefent  fyftem  ;  add  to.  the  beautiful  parts,  if  that  be  poffible  i 
but  at  all  events,  Ibrike  out  the  bad  ones,  and  then,  although  we. 
do  not  reconcile  to  our  fyftem^  thofe  who  hate  the  Conflltution  it- 
felfy  we  deprive  them  of  all  their  force,  by  taking  away  the  argu- 
ments by  which  they  prevailed  on  good  men  to  join  them,  and  by 
^vfaich  alone  they  can  ever  become  forpiid^ble ;  namely,  that  of 
Aating  the  abufes  of  our.Conftitution  as  they  now  fybiift  in  pradice. 
What  were  the  arguments  that  thefe  men  made  ufe  of  to  gain  to  their 
paity  thofe  who  love  the  Conftitution,  and  which  had  been  faid  by 
the  learned  gentleman  to  be  fo  fafcinating :  topics  of  abufes  in  the 
Conftitution  !     Reform  thefe  abufes,  and  you  take  thefe  fedudng 
arguments  away.  It  was  indeed  the  whole  oftlieir  argument ;  for  as  to 
tbcir  theory  of  government,  thit  I  amfure  will  never  make  any  deep 
imprefiion  on  the  body  of  the  people.     The  learned  gentleman  fays, 
that  though  this  bill  takes  away  fomediing  from  thf  £riti(h  fubjedh 
it  ftill  leaves  many>  privileges  and  many  bleflings.     He  complains^ 
of  thofe  as  guilty  of  unfaimefs,  who  hold  up  the  reilriAions  of  the 
bill  in  fo  odious  a  point  of  view,  while  they  forgot  the  many  advan* 
tages,  of  which  it  ftill  leaves  the  free  exercife  and  undifturbed  eiw 
joyment.     But  it  is  matter  of  ferious  quelHon,  whether  that  paat 
which  the  bill  re<^es  to  be  given  up,  is  not  more  valuable  rtian 
that  which  remains.     A  building  may  poflefs  many  accommoda* 
tions  and  omamenti,  but  all  depends  on  the  (hrngdi  and  perma* 
'  nency  of  the  foundation.  You  may  fay, ''  Here  is  a  beautiful  £ailaon  ; 
there  is  a  fine  drawing  room,  here  are  elegant  paintings;  them 
el^nt  and  fuperb  furniture,  here  is  an  extenfive  and  well  diofeii 
library ;"    but  once  take  away  the  foundation,  and  what  avail  all 
internal  conveniences,  or  exterior  decorations.     I  afk  wherein  does 
the  liberty  of  a  country  confift  ?     In  my  opinion  it  does  not  depend 
fo  much  on  the  executive  government,  nor  on  the  adminiftration  of 
juftice,  nor  upon  any  one  particular  or  di{lin6t  part,  nor  even  upon 
forms,  fo  much  as  on  the  general  freedom  of  fpcech  and  of  writing*  ^ 
It  confifts  in  the  freedom  of  the  prefs,  in  liberty  of  fpeech,  and  in 
the  free  and  bold  Ipirit  of  its  inhabitants.     It  is  that  fpirit  which 
cm  alone  give  eneigy  to  its  exertions^  and  fecurity  to  its  rights.  If 
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1  may  hazard  a  general  propofition*  I  think,  above  all,  that  fpecd), 
in  the  firll  inftance,  (hould  be  completely  free.  Under  every  govern- 
ment diat  has  been  called  free,  {jpcech  has  been  compleacly  unref* 
trained.     If  fpecch  be  once  (hackled,  the  name  of  freedom  would 
indeed  be  but  an  empty  title,  and  an  infulting  mockery  of  the  de- 
graded inhabitants.      In  tfiis  country  the  freedom  of  the  prefe  has 
ever  been  prized  as  a  moft  facred  right,,  and  as  thepaUadium  of  all 
our  other  liberties.     How  odious  would  it  appear  to  an  Englifh  eye, 
to  fee  an  imprimafur  prefixed  to  any  publication !   How  much  more 
odious  muft  it  found  to  an  Engliih  ear,  to  be  compelled  to  wait  ibr 
a  dteaiur  In  order  to  exercifc  the  liberty  of  fpcech  !     While  the 
freedom  of  the  prefs  is  maintained}  the  exiting  laws  arq  found  fufS^ 
cienttocone<^  its  licentioufncfs,  to  reprefs  libels,  or  to  pnnifli  their 
authors.     No  new  Jaws  can  be  wanting  to  regulate  the  liberty  of 
fpeech.     I  conceive  it  to  be  even  more  valuable  and  important  than 
the  freedom  of  theprefe,  and  to  afford' a  higher  degree  of  fccurifr 
ibr4he  poffeflion  of  all  our  liberties.     In  no  free  government  hss 
it  ever  been  attempted  to  be  redrained,  and  it  has  fomctimes  even 
forced  itfelf  to  be  refpedled  under  the  reign  of  defpotifm.     But  the 
moR  important  conlideration  remains*     If  you  fuifer  the  liberty  of 
Ipeccb  to  be  wreAed  from  you,  you  will  then  have  loft  the  freedom, 
the  energv,  and  boldnefs  of  the  Bfitifli  charadter.     It  has  been  faid 
that  the  right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Pitt)  rofe  to  his  prefent 
eminence  by  the  influence  of  popular  favour,  and  that  he  is  now 
kiqking  away  the  ladder  by  which  he  mounted  to  power.     Whether 
. foch  was  the  mode  by  which  he  attained  his  prefent  lituation  I  am 
a  Kttle  inclined  to  queiHon ;  but  I  can  have  no  doubt  that  if  this 
bill  (hall  pafs,  England  herfelf  will  have  thrown  away  that  ladder, 
by  which  (he  has  rifen  to  wealth  (but  that  is  the  hSi.  confideration] 
to  honour,  to  happinefs,  and  to  fame.     Along  with  energy  of  think- 
ing and  liberty  of  fpeech,  (he  will  forfeit  the  comforts  of  her  fitua- 
tion,  and  the  dignity  of  her  charader,  thofc  bleflings  which  they 
have  fecurcd  to  her  at  home,  and  the  rank  by  which  Ihe  has  been 
diftinguifhed  among  the  nations.     Tbefe  were  the  fources  of  ha 
iplendouri  and  the  foundaticm  of  her  greatnefs. 

— -^— Sic  forti«  Etroria  crcvit, 
Scilicit  et  rerum  fodta  eft  pukherrima  Roxna. 

'  We  need  only  appeal  to  the  example  of  that  great  city,  whofe 
profperity  the  poet  has  thus  recorded.  In  Rome,  when  the  liberty 
bf  fpeech  was  gone,  abng  with  it  vanilhed  all  diat  had  conftitutcd 
her  miftrefs  of  the  world.—- 1  doubt  not  biit  that  in  the  days  of  Au- 
gafhis  there  were  perfons  who  perceived  no  fymptoms  of  decay,  who 
cxult.d  even  b  their  fancied  profperityi  when  they  contemplated  the 
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incfcafing  opulence  and  fplendid  edifices  of  this  grand  inetrapoUs» 
and  who  even  deemed  that  thcypoi&fled  their  ancient  liberty,  be- 
caufe.they  ftill  retained  tliofe  titles  of  office*  which  had  f^xifted  under 
the  Republic.     What  fine  panegyrics,  were  then  pronounced  on  the  \ 
piofpericy  of  the  empire !  ^ 

Turn  tutua  bos  prats  perambulat. 

**  This  was  flattery  to  Auguftus.  To  that  great  dcftroyer  of  t!ie 
liberties  of  mankind,  as  much  an  enemy  to  freedom/  as  any  of  the 
detcdablc  tyrants  who  fucceeded  him — So  with  us,  we  are  to  be 
flattered  with  an  account  of  the  form  of  our  Govcrnaxat/  by  lUng» 
Lords  and  Commons— 

Eadem  Magi^ratuum  ▼ocabula. 

**  There  were  fomc  then,  as  there  are  now,  who  faid  that  the 
energy  of  Rome  was  not  gone  ;  while  they  felt  their  vanity  gratified 
in  viciving  their  city,  which  had  been  converted  from  brick  intd 
marble  ;  they  did  not  reflect  that  they  had  loft  that  fpirit  of  mJnly 
iodepcndarice  which  anim:ited  tlie  Romans  of  better  times,:  and  that 
the  beauty  and  fplendor  of  their  city  ferved  only  to  conceal  the  fyrnp* 
foms  of  rottenefs  ^nd  decay.  So  if  this  bill  pafles  you  may  for  ^ 
rime  retain  your  inftitution  of  juries,  and  the  forms  of  your  free 
Conftitution,  but  the  fubftance  is  got)e,  the  foundation  is  under- 
mined i— your  fall  is  certain  and  your  dcftruftion  inevitable. — Asa 
tree  that  is  injured  at  the  root  and  the  bark  taken  off,  the  branches 
may  live  for  a  while,  fome  fort  of  bloffom  may  ftill  remain ;  but  it 
will  foon  wither,  decay,  and  perifh :— fo  take  away  the  freedom  of 
fpeech,  or  of  writing;  and  the  foundation  of  all  your  freedom,  is 
gone:— Liberty  itfelf  is  bft  and  deftrdyed,  that  liberty  which  con- 
ftituted  the  whole  of  your  happinefs  and  the  whole  of  your  fame. 
You  will  then  fall,  and  be  degraded  and  defpifed  by  all  the  world 
far  your  weaknefs  and  your  folly,  for  not  taking  care  of  that  which 
condu<f)ed  you  to  all  your  fame, — your  greatnefs,-r«your  opulence 
and  profperity.  But  before  this  happens,  let  the  people  once  moro 
berried.  I  am  a  friend  ta  taking  the  fenfe  of  the  people,  and  there* 
fore»  a  friend  to  this  motion,  I  with  for  every  delay  that  is  pofli- 
ble  in  this  important  and  alarming  bufmefs.     I  wifli  for  this  ad^ 

joumoicnt— — • 

Spatium  requiemque  furori 

•  •  • 

*'  Let  us  put  a  ftop  to  the  madnefs  of  this  bill,  for  if  you  pa&  it, 
jou  will  take  away'  the  f jundadon  of  the  liberty  of  the  people  of 
iinglahd,  and  then  farewd  to  any  happlnefs  in  this  country.*'  I 
aik  one  dday,  to  conlider  yet  whether  an;  means  may  bttwaxd  m 
avert  fb  great  an  evil: 
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The  Houfe  divided. 

For  the  adjoummenti  70;  AgainSiCy  269. 
The  Moufe  then  divided  for  the  Speaker  leaving  the  Chair. 

For  the  modoil,  273  ;  Againft  it,  72. 
The  Hbufe  then  went  into  the  CommitEeei  reported  ptqgreTs  im- 
mediately, and  a  fiinher  Committee  was  onkred  on  thit  bill  on 
Friday^-~Adjounied«  ' 

'  LIST  OF  THE  MINORITY. 


Aubr^y^  Sir  John  ' 
Anfon,  Thotnai 
Antonicy  Lee 
Barclay,  George,  Er<:|. 
Bourcrie,  Hon.  Edward,  Efq. 
Byng,  George,  Efq. 
Burch,  J.  R.  Kfq* 
Courtenay,  John,  Efq. 
Cprwen,  J.  C,  Efq. 
Church,  f.  R.  Elq. 
Clayton,  r.R. 
Coke,  T.  W.  Efq. 
Coke,  Edward,  Efq. 
Crewe,  John,  Efq. 
Dundas,  Charles,  Efq. 
f  itzpatrick.  Gen, 

Fox,  Right  Hon.  C.  J.      . 
Fnincii,  Philip,  Efq. 

Featherfione,  SirH. 

Fletcher,  P.  H. 

Foley,  Hon.  E. 

Grey,  Charles,  Efq. 

Gufcoigise,  Sir  Thoa. 
•Hare,  James,  Efq. 

HarrifoD,  Johtt,  Efq. 

Huffcy,  Willumi  Efq. 

Howard,  Henry,  Efq. 

Kempe,  Thomas,  Elq*. 

Tekyll,  Jofcph,  Efq. 

Tenroifc,  J.  C.  Efq.. 

Lambton,  W.  H.  Efq. 

htvaotK,  Sir  William 

LuChiagton,  Wm. 

Lewca,  Sir  W, 

M*Leod,  General 

Martin,  James,  Efq. 


Milbanke,  Ralph,  Efq. 
Milncr*  Sir  William 
Mainwaring,  William 
North,  Dudley,  Efq. 
Pierfc,  Henry,  Efq. . 
Philips,  J.  G.  Efq. 
Plunier,  William,  Efq. 
Powletr,  W.  Powletr,  Efq. 
Robinfon,  Maurice,  Efq. 
RuiTell,  Lord  William 
Rawdon,  Hon.  John 
Ridley,  Sir  M.  W. 
Ruflell,  Lord  Job^ 
Sheridan,  R.  B.  Efq. 
St.  John,  Hon.  St.  Andrew 
Scudamore,  John,  Efq. 
Smith,  General 
Smith,  William,  Efq. 
SIpencer,  Lord  Robert 
Stanley,  John  Thomas,  Efq. 
Siurt,  C.  Efq. 
Svkes,  Sir  Fran. 
Sykcs,  F.  W. 
Tarleton,  General 
Taylor,  Clement,  Efq. 
Taylor,  M.  A. 
I'ownlhend,  l4)rd  John 
Vyacr,  Robert 
Vane,  Sir  Fred. 
Weftern,  C.  C.  Efq. 
Whicbread,  Samuel,  jun.  Efq. 
Wiaoington,  SirEdwaxd 
Whartob,  Joh& 
Wilbraham,  R.  Efq, 
Wyndham,  Hon.  P.  C. 
Wynne,  R.  W. 


Thurfday,   26th  NoiYmler*' 

Lord  HOOD  prefented  a  petition  from  the  houfehoideis  and 

tether  inhabitants  of  the  parifli  of  St.  Clement  Danea,  in  favour  of 

the  bills  now  pending  in  Parliament,  for  fecuzing  Hb  Majefiy's 
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perfon  and  Government,  and  for  preventing  feditious  meetings  and 
afTcmblies ;  and  alfo 

A  petition  of  the  fame  purport  from  a  number  of  the  Inhabitants 
of  the  city  and  vicinity  of  Weftminfter. 

Mr.  SAMUEL  SMITH  prcfented  a  petition  from  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Leicefter  in  favour  of  the  bills. 

Mr.  GREY  brought  up  a  pedtibn  from  the  borough  of  New- 
port, in  the  county  of  Cornwall,  againft  the  bills ;  and  alfo 

A  petition  from  the  borough  of  Launceflon,  in  the  fame  county, 
of  a  fimilar  nature. 

All  which  petitions  were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  HOBART  brought  up  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  the 

DvftiUery  bill,  which,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Rofe,  was  ordered  to 

be  recommitted  to-morrow,  for  the  purpofe  of  introducing  a  claufe 

into  the  bill  for  prohibiting  molafTes  to  be  ufed  in  the  diftilleries. 

Mr.  HLTSSEY  expreflcd  his  fatisfaflion  at  the  intention  of  the 
honourable  gentleman  to  introduce  fuch  a  claufe,  and  hoped  that 
the  bill  would  pafs  without  any  unnecefTary  delay. 

An  inilrudtion  was  given  to  the  Committee  to  receive  fuch  a 
claufe. 

General  FITZPATRICK,  from  fomc  information  which  he 
had  received  refpciling  the  condudl  of  Government  to  Colonel  Hay's 
regiment,  in  difbanding  it  in  another  county  than  that  in  which  it 
Wis  raifed,  cxprefsly  contrary  to  one  of  the  articles  of  his  letter  of 
ftrvice,  found  it  neccffary  to  move,  "  That  a  copy  of  the  corre- 
fp^mdcncc  between  Colonel  Hay,  and  either  of  His  Majefty's  two 
principal  Secretaries  of  State,  or  the  Secretary  at  War,  relative"  to 
drafting  or  difbanding  the  1 09th  regiment,  commonly  called,  the 
Aberdecnfhire  regiment,  be  laid  upon  the  table." 

General  MACLEOD  feconded  the  motion,  with  a  remark,  th^t 
though  in  the  letter  of  fervice  there  was  nothing  faid  about  drafting 
the  men  into  other  regiments,  that  was  already  provided  agiinft  in 
the  (lipulation,  that  they  (hould  be  difbanded  in  the  county  in  which 
they  were  raifed,  for  by  drafting  them  into  a  regiment  going  to  a 
ditfercnt  part  of  the  country,  it  was  impofliblc  tliat  that  ftipulation  . 
could  be  fulfilled. 
The  motion  was  carried  nent.  cw.  ' 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  moved  the  order  of  the  day;  which  being 

tead,  for  the  refuraed  debate  on  the  libel  on  the  Conftitution,  . 

Mr.  SHERI  DAN  faid,  that  though  this  was  only  a  rcfumcd 

,  jicbatc,  as  he  had  troubled  the  Houfc  very  (hortly  on  the  former 

occafion,  he  ihould  again  folicit  their  indulgence  a  little  more  at 

length;    and  this  he  (hould  do  pcrfc(3!y  cunfiftcnt  with 'order,  ds 
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he  meant  to  tnave  an  amendment  to  his  former  motion.  Though 
the  mod  part  of  the  time,  iince  the  libel  had  been  read,  had  been 
occupied  with  the  bufineCs  of  the  Houfe,  he  had  again  read  it  care- 
fully over.  If  the  part  which  had  chiefly  been  referred  to  had  been 
found  to  be  only  a  iblitafy  paflage,  if  there  had  appeared  better  doc- 
trines in  odier  parts  of  the  work,  and  if  the  whole  had  not  formed 
a  moft  audacious  libel  on  the  Con(litution>  he  would  have  been  leG 
difpofed  to  have  pufhcd'  the  prcfent  proceeding.  The  whole  lecmcd 
to  be  the  refult  of  fettled  malignity,  and  a  deliberate  attack  on  the 
moft  facred  rights  of  the  Conftitution,  fyftcmatical^  conducted, 
and-  fupported  by  powerful  means  of  giving  effed  to  the  hoftile  in- 
tentions of  the  parties  concerned  in  that  attack.  He  was  furp>ifcd 
to  hear  a  right  honourable  gentleman,  (Mr.  Windham)  on  ^  the 
night  that  the  pamphlet  was  read,  declare,  that  the  exceptionable 
pafTage  was  perfcd^ly  innocent,  a  declaration  which  implicated  that 
right  honourable  gentleman  in  the  dodrines  which  were  there 
avowed.  Mr.  Windham  juft  entered  at  that  moment,  when  Mr. 
Sheridan  faid^  that  he  hoped  he  had  re-confidered  the  fubje^j  and 
was  no  longer  difpofed  to  fupport  fuch  abominable  dodtrines,  as 
were  maintained  in  that  pamphlet.  He  muft  again  repeat,  that 
what  chiefly  induced  him  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Houfe  to  this 
attack  on  the'Conftitution  was,  that  it  feemed  to  be  conneded  with 
means  of  the  mod  extend  ve  circulation.  He  was  more  ihongly  dif- 
pofed to  prefs  the  fubje£t,  becaufe  tlie  publication  was  afcribed  to 
Mr.  Reeves,  the  Chairman  of  the  Loyal  Aflbciation  at  the  Crown 
and  Anchor,  the  fruitful  fource  of  thofe  numerous  aflbciations  which 
fprung  up  in  the  country  during  the  influence  of  alarm ;  and  a  man 
whom  the  right  honourable  Secretary  at  War  had  defcribed  as  en- 
titled to  the  national  gratitude^  on  account  of  his  exertions  in  the 
fervice  of  the  public.  He  underftood,  that  tlic  imputation,  that 
he  was  the  author,  was  this  night  to  be  difa vowed,  in  a  very  ibiemn 
manner.  He  fhould  be  happy  that  this  was  the  cafe,  as  he  had 
formerly  the  pleafure  of  knowing  the  gentleman,  when  he  was  a 
Member  of  the  Whig  Club.  But  it  would  not  be  completely  fa- 
tisfaftory  to  aflTert,  that  he  had  no  (hare  in  penning  the  work  ;  in 
order  to  exculpate  him  from  the  charge  of  having  approved  the  doc- 
trines which  it  contained,  it  would  be  ncceiVary  to  prove  that  lie 
had  no  connexion  in  putting  it  into  circulation,  fr6m  the  funds  of 
an  aflbcia^on  psud  by  Government,,  or  at  Icaft,  fupported  by  the 
fubTcriptions  of  pcrfons  in  office.  The  whole  work  breathed  ihc 
fame  fpirlt  of  hodility  to  the  Conftitutibn.  Among  other  extraor- 
inary  pofitions,  it  contained  the  following :  "  That  all  Liberty  is 
•^derive  from  the  Throne  ;  that  all'fccurity  for  the  rights  of  ike  fub- 
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jcds  flows  from  the  fame  quarter ;  that  \ht  revolution  in  1688 
was  a  mockery  and  a  farce ;  that  the  diflenters  are  a  peftilent  and  a 
(idious  race,  who  never  will  be  at  jpcace,  while  they  are  fuiFcred 
to  exift;  that  all  Whigs  are  in  their  hearts  Republicans,  ^watching 
every  opportunity  to  overturn  the  Conftitution ;  that  a  conftitutional 
lawyer  is  dther  a  knave,  or  a  fool ;  that  the  decifion  of  juries  ought 
to  have  no  weight;  and  laft  of  all,  that  the  Lords  and  Commons 
may  be  lopt  off  from  the  Conftitution,  and  the  Monarchy  go  on  inT 
sU  Its  functions." 

Mr.  Sheridan  then  proceeded  to  read  fome  extrafis.  He  ad- 
verted to  the  hiftory  which  the  author  had  given  of  the  reformation, 
which  he  afcribed,  from  the  beginning,  to  French  principles,  as 
the  firft  reformers  were  Frenchmen.  So  that  we  had  now  difcovercd 
a  new  evH,  though  rather  of  old  date,  which  might  be  traced  to 
tfic  cSoSt  of  French  principles  ;  namely,  all  the  calamities  which 
had  followed  firom  the  reformation^  The  author^  who  did  not 
fccm  very  partial  to  the  Sefts,  who  arofc  in  confequcnce  of  the  re- 
formation, in  particular  gave  no  quarter  to  the  Diflenters:  he  treat- 
ed them  all  as  a  fet  of  Maroons  and  Charibs,  fit  only  to  be  exter- 
minated. Talking  of  the  revolution  in  1688,  his  exprefllons  were, 
'*  It  has  been  vulgarly  called  the  revolution  ;  upon  what  authority 
I  know  not ;  it  was  not  fo  named  by  Parliament,  nor  is  it  a  term 
known  to  our  laws."  He  was  furprifed  how  this  bold  and  ignorant' 
author  (hould  dare  to  treat  with  contempt  that  glorious  event,  which 
fccured  the  liberties  of  Engli(hmen,  and  which  was  recognized .  in 
ihs  Statutes  by  that  name.  He  would  find  tlie  name  employed  in 
the  proceedings  on  the  trial  of  Dr.  Sacheverel,  to  which  he  might 
in  all  probabih'ty  have  Ihortly  occafion  to  refer.  He  had  farther 
infinuated,  "  that  fo  much  commemoration  of  the  revolution  cannot 
fcxjfvl  agreeably  in  the  ears  of  the  prcfent  Sovereign."  What  arf 
outrage  to  His  Majefty  !  that  an  event  could  not  found  agreeably  ill 
his  ears,  which  feated  his  family  on  the  throne  !  "  But  what  man- 
J>-T  of  men,"  fays  the  author,  "  muft  they  be,  who  make  this  a 
fabjeS  for  tavern  meetings,  for  congratulation,  and  for  frivolous 
fcftivity !  A  fuhjed  to  declaim,  to  combine,  to  run  ftark  mad 
upon !  However,  they  know  their  meaning,  and  there  are  very 
few  of  us  who  do  not  know  their  meaning  alfo*  All  this  wondrous 
paflion  is  excited  by  the  idea  of  a  revolution  ;  what  they  idolize  is 
a  revolution  in  the  abftradt,  and  thefe  revolution  principles  are  the 
only  ideas  they  profefs  of  our  Conftitution."  With  rcfpeft  to  any 
f  »rm  of  Government,  eftablifRed  at  the  revolution,  that  was  a  thing 
Uucrly  urtknown.  **  The  Government,  wcknow,"  fays  the  author, 
*  and  the  laws  we  know — but  the  Conlliiutlon  we  know  not. 
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It  U  an  unknown  region,  that  lias  never  been  vifitcd  but  by  dieatn- 
ets  and  men  who  fee  vifions  \  and  the  reports  they  make  arc  fo 
CQntradi^ory,  that  no  one  relies  on  them/'     After  a  great  deal  of 
fcurrility  agaihft  the  Whigs,  the  author  adverts  to  the  gentlemen 
who  were  tried  on  a  charge  of  high  trcafon,  and  acquitted.    "  ThiC 
dcligns  of  thefe  democrats  have  been  fully  expofed  to  the  public 
view,  on  the  late  trials  of  fome  of  them  laft  year  for  high  treafon  ; 
they  were  then  indeed  acquitted  by  a  jury,  but  they  have  fince  been 
found  guilty  by  their  country."     But  this  fentimcnt  he  accompanied 
with  others,  of  which  the  following  paffage  would  aiford  a  fpeci- 
meh.      "  What  difappointment  and  difcomfiture  it  muft  be  to  thcfc 
idoHzers  of  the  Conftitution,  fuppofed  to  be  eftablifhed  at  the  rc\x>- 
lution,  to  difcover  at  length  that  they  have  bcftoi/ved  their  applaufc 
and  affedlion  upon  the  {hreds  and  patches  of  old  date ;  and  that  if 
they  had  lived  in  thbfc  wicked  reigns  of  Charles  II.  and  James, 
they  would  have  enjoyed  in  theory,  though  not  in  praflice,  asgoc>J 
a  Conftitution  as  they  have  had  fince,  with  the  fingle  excqvtion  of 
a  Proteftant  King."     Mr.  Sheridan  proceeded  to  read  Ibmc  other 
paflages  in  the  fa'me  ftrain,    commenting  upon  tliem  as  he  went 
along,  and  concluded,    that  as  tlie  pamphlet  abounded  only  virh 
paftiages  of  this  kind,  any  farther  examination  of  its  contents  would 
be  unneceftary.      In  the  outfct  of  his  fpeech,  he  mentioned,  that 
his  attention  nad  chiefly  been  called  to  the  fubje^ty  becaiife  the  pam- 
phlet now  before  the  Houfc  appeared  to  him  not  merely  to  be  the 
eftbrt  of  individual  malice,  but  to  be  part  of  a  deliberate  and  fettled 
fyftem  of  attack  carried  on  againft  the  Conftitution,  condu6^ed  by 
regular  approaches,   fupported  by  powerful  means,   and  braiKhing 
into  extenfwe  ramifications.     This  confpiracy  had  been  going  on 
for  fome  years,  during  which,  no  expence  or  a£livity  had  been 
fpared  in  the  circulation  of  pamphlets.      It  was  not  in  this  pamphlet 
alone  that  fuch  dodtrines  were  preached.     They  had  been  circu- 
lated two  years  ago,  by  Mr.  Reeves,  in  another  pamphlet,  entitled, 
*'  The  Example  of  Franco,  a  Warning  to  Britain,"  written  by 
Arthur  Young,  Efq.  to  which  we  find  affixed,  a  letter,  dated  from 
the  Crown  and  Anchor  Committee  room,    March   i8,    1793* 
figned  John  Reeves,    Chairman,  communicating  a  refolution  of 
thanks,  for  the  excellent  performance  to  which  they  wished  to  call 
the  public  attention,^  as  it  is  a  work  that  cannot  fail  of  making  a 
great  imprcflion  on  all  who  read  it.      In  this  pamphlet  by  Mr. 
Yc^ung,  continued  Mr.  Sheridan,  we  find  the  fame  doSrInes,  and 
nearly  the  fame  exprcffions,  with  thofe  of  which  we  complain  in 
the  pamphlet  fuppofed  to  be  written  by  Mr.  Reeves,     it  main- 
tains, that  ^*  Thoie  who  alfert  the  King  and  nobility  of  England 
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were  made  &r  tbe  people,  do  not  feem  to  have  ^ny  juft  recolle^on 
of  that  which  made  the  people  of  England ;  fuch  has  been  the 
loftering  and  paternal  tcndemcfs  of  this  Government,  .thsit  the  Con- 
itirution  of  England  formed  by  the  Crown  and  nobility,  may  with 
great  truth  be  fs^id  to  have  produced  the  people." 

Here  we  find,  faid  Mr.  Sheridan,  the  people  of  England  to  have 
been  produced  in  confequence  of  a  marriage  between  the  Crown 
and  nobility.     "Beyond  all  doubt,  the  Crown  and  the  nobility. 
made  the  Conflitution,  and  the  people,  properly   fo  called,  never 
thfiToughly  interfered  on  their  own  account,  but  to  dcftroy  it.     The 
Crown  and  the  Barons  laid  the  foundation  of  that  which,  at  the  re- 
volution, was  by  the  nobility  matured  into  the  prefent  Conftitu- 
tion. — What  then  can  be  fo  prepoflerous  as  to  affert  that  the  Crown 
and  the  nobility  were  made  for  thofe  who  were  created  by  their  in- 
fluence, who  were  fafhioned  by  their  hands  ?'*     In  another  part  Mr. 
Young  afferts,  that,    **  The  Houfe  of  ComrAons  was  not  created 
by  the  people,  but  the  Crown  \  k  never  did  reprefent  the  people  ia, 
apy  period  of  our  hiftory  ;  and  is  not  refponfible  to  the  people.*' 
Thcfc  paffages,  faid  Mr.   Sheridan,  are  the  original  froro  which 
thofe  fcniiments,    of  which  we  now  complain,  feem  to  be  taken  ; 
fi>r  they  maintain  that  the  Conftitution  is  a  thing  made  by  the 
Crown,  and  infmuate  that  the  Crown  has  91  right  to  deftroy  it.— « 
Mr.  Reeves,  aiTuming  him  to  be  the  author,  tells  us  io  his  pam- 
phlet, "  That  the  Lords  and  Commons  derive  their  origin  and 
nutriment  from  the  Crown."     By  thefe  words  "  origin  and  nutri- 
ment," we  muft  fuppofe  he  means  that  the  King  makes  all  the  PeerSf 
and  pcnfions  the  greater  part  of  the  Commons.     But  Mr.  Young, 
who  is  fo  partial  to  the  Crown,  does  not  negledi  alfo  to  give  a  boon 
to  another  of  the  legiflaturc.    He  exempts  the  members  of  the  Houfe 
of  Coaunons  from  all  refponfibility  with  refpeS  to  the  people,  and 
thus  fiees  their  Hiouldcrs  from  a  mod  uneafy  burden. — But  other 
pflages  in  Mr.  Young's  Book  are  ftill  more  curious,  and  ftill 
greater  libels  on  the  Briti(h  Conftitution.     He  fays,  "  to  call  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  die  reprefcntativcs  of  the  people  is  a  very  in- 
accurate mode  of  exprcflion ;  diey  ought  never  to  be  called  by  any 
other  name  than  the  Houfe  of  Commons  to  diAinguilh  them  from 
the  Houfe  of  Lords.     If  they  were  reklly  the  reprefentadves  of  the 
people,  they  might  in  theory  be  good,  or  better  ;  but  they  would 
be  fomething  elfe  than  what  they  are.     But  reformers  fay,  they  arc 
combed  and  bribed.     If  they  arc  bribed,  in  order  to  aft 'wifely, 
It  is  an  argument  againd  you.     If  the  nature  of  fuch  an  aflembly 
demands  to  be  corrupted,^  in  order  to  procure  the  public  good,  who 
but  a  vifionaiy  can  \;  iih  to  remove  corruption  i     Government  cer- 
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tainly  would  have  been  carried  on  cheaper,  if  honcfty  alone  had  in- 
duced the  Houfe  of  Commons  to  adl,  as  corruption  has  induced 
them."  "  An  unequal  reprefentation,  rotten  boroughs,  longParlia- 
inentSi  extravagant  courts,  felfifh  MtniAers,  and  corrupt  majori- 
ties, are  fo  intimately  interwoven  with  our  pra<f^ical  freedom,  that 
It  would  require  better  political  anatomids  than  our  modem  re- 
formers, to  (hew,  on  fadl,  that  we  did  not  owe  our  liberty  to  the 
identical  evils  which  they  want  to  expunge." — What  a  (hocking  re- 
cital, faid  Mr.  Sheridan,  and  how  abominable  the  conclufion  he 
has  drawn  !  If  fuch,  indeed,  be  a  jud  account  of  the  f^ate  of  things, 
I  would  rather  agree  with  Mr.  Reeves,  that  the  corrupt  branches 
ought  to  be  lopt  ofl^  than  fubfcribe  to  that  infamous  propoHtbo,  that 
to  this  very  fource  of  corruption  we  are  to  trace  all  our  bleflUngs. 
Speaking  of  a  parliamentary  reform,  he  fays,  "  I  know  well  the 
rcfulf,  corruption  would  be  banifhcd  the  Conftitution."  "  In 
comparing  the  Conftitution  to  a  machine  that  has  gone  well  for  an 
hundred  years,  perhaps,  it  is  indifferent  whether  influence  (which 
thefe  reformers  call  corruption)  be  ternied  the  duft  or  the  oil  of  the 
machine,  for  if  it  has  gone  well  for  a  century,  and  feems,  while 
certain  wheels  are  half  covered  with  duft,  to  go  better  than  former- 
ly, I  would  no  more  allow-  the  duft  to  be  bru(hed  away,  than  I 
would  allow  the  oil  tol)e  removed.  Influence,  however,  is  not 
the  duft,  but  the  oilof  the  machine  ;  the  Conftitution  never  went 
for  a  moment  without  influence,"  (meaning,  faid  Mr.  Sheridan, 
corruption) ;  "  and  to  remove  it  would  be  taking  away  the  oil  which 
has  given  a  century  of  fmoothnefs."  But  now  Mr.  Young,  who 
a  few  years  ago  was  a  violent  reformer,  and  even  an  advocate  for 
what  is  called  French  principles,  has  obtained  a  falary  or  pen(ion 
of  40  ol.  per  annum  under  government,  and  having  greafed  his  pen 
with  the  oil  of  corruption,  which  he  calls  influence,  he  has  dif- 
covered  that  it  is  eflcntially  necceifary  to  the  welfare  of  the  Confti- 
tution.—-When  I  mentioned  that  thefe  infamous  productions  had 
means  of  extenfive  circulation,  it  may  not  be  improper  for  roe  to 
explain,  that  the  political  eflays  of  Mr.  Young  are  printed  at  the 
fame  oflSce,  and  conveyed  into  the  country  through  the  fame  chan- 
nel as  the  Reports  and  papers  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture.  Mr. 
Sheridan  concluded,  never  was  there  any  country  in  which  there 
was  fo  much  abfence  of  public  principle,  and  at  the  fame  time  fo 
many  inftances  of  private  worth.  Never  was  there  fo  much  chari- 
ty and  humanity  towards  the  poor  and  the  diftre(red  ;  any  aft  of 
cruelty  or  opprcfllon  never  failed  to  excite  a  fentiment  of  general 
inilignation  againft  its  authors.  » It  was  a  circumftance  peculiarly 
ftiungc,  tliat  chough  luxury  had  arfivcd  to  fuch  a  pitch,  it  had  fp 


Nov.  a6.]  DEBATES.  407 

litde  effed  in  depraving  the  hearts  and  deflroy tng  the  morals  of  peo- 
ple in    private  life,  and  almoft  every  day  produced  feme  fre(h  ex* 
ample  of  generous  feelings  and  noble  exertions  of  benevolence* 
Yet  amtdft  thefc  phaenomena  of  private  virtue,  it  was  to  .be*  re- 
marked, that  there  was  an  almoft  total  want  of  public  fpirit,  and  a 
mod  deplorable  contempt  of  public  principle.     To  what  could  this 
be  afcribed,  but  to  the  circulation  of  thofe  libellous  pamphlets>  the 
prevalence  of  thofe  abominable  do<Srines,  which  reprcfcnted  public 
corruption  and  profligacy  as  neceffary  parts  of  our  Conftitution,  as 
the  fecurity  for  its  continuance,  and  the  fource  of  its  bleflings  ?-— 
Such  dodhines,  however,  could  not  fail   to   have  tke  moft  fatal 
efFcAs,  and  from  the  alarming  fymptoms  of  the  times,  there  was* 
but  too  much  reafon  to  fear  that  thefe  would  be  fpeedily  experienced 
in  their  utmoft  extent.     When  Great  Britain  fellj   the  cafe  would 
not  be,  with  her,  as  with  Rome  in-former  times.     When  Rome 
fell,  (he  fell  by  the  weight  of  her  own  vices.     The  inhabitants 
were  fo  corrupted  and  degraded,  as  to  be  unworthy  of  a  continuance 
of  profperity,  and  incapable  .to  enjoy  the  bleflfings  of  liberty  ;  their 
minds  were  bent  to  the  (late  in  which  a  reveffe  of  fortune  placed 
them.     But  when  Great  Britain  falls,  fhe  will  fall  with  a  people 
full  of  private  worth  and  virtue  :  (he  will  be  ruined  by  the  profli- 
gacy of  her  governors,  and  the  fecurity  of  her  inhabitants — the  con- 
fequence  of  thofe  pernicious  dodlrines  which  have  taught  her  to  place 
a  falfe.  confidence  in  her  ftrength  and  freedom^  and  not  to  look  with 
diftruft  and  apprehenflon  to  the  mifconduS  and  corruption  of  thofe 
to  whom  (he  has  trufled  the  management  of  her  rcfourccs.     She 
will  exhibit  for  ^  time  the  fallacious  appearance  of  health  and  vigcjur, 
but  the  caufe  of  her  decay  is  within  herfclf.     The  worm,  corrup- 
tion, will  eat  into  her  heart,  and  confume  her  exiftence.     If  gen- 
tlemen, then,  wi(h  to  avert  the  period  of  her  dc{lru£lion,  let  them 
oppoTe  the  progt^fs  of  thofe  pernicious  do<5lrines,  which  are  the 
(burce  of  the  evil.     Mr.  Sheridan  faid,  he  was  not  fure  what  mode 
of  proceeding  he  (hould  propofe  tp  the  Houfe  to  adopt.     He  (houli 
oow,  however,  move  an  amendment  to  his  motion,  the  words  of 
which  were 'taken  from  the  proceedings  on  Sacheverel's  trial,  and 
fure  he  was,  that  none  of  the  libels  on  that  occafion  were  equal  in 
point  of  (cttled  malignity  and  dangerous  tendency,  to  that  which 
was  now  fubmitted  for  the  confideration  of  the  Houfe. 

The  following  is  the  original  motion,  ^'  That  the  faid  pamphlet 
is  a  malicious,  fcandalous,  and  feditiuus  libel,  containing  matter 
tending  to  create  jealoufles  and  diviiions  among  His  Maje(ly*s  loyal 
fubjeds  ;  to  alienate  their  afFe^ions  from  our  prefent  happy  form 
of  government,  aselbiblKhed  in  King,  Lords,  and  Commons ;  and 
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to  fiibvcrt  the  tfue  principles  of  our  free  Conftitution  ;  and  that  the 
faid  pamphlet  is  a  high  breach  of  the  privileges  of  this  Houfc/* 

The  words  which  he  moved,  as  an  amendment  to  his  modon^ 
were  thefe,  that  after  the  word  "  Hbcl"  there  be  infertcd — "  Re- 
fle6Kng  on  the  late  glorious  Revolution." 

The  SOLICITOR  GENERAL  did  not  mean  to  oppofc  any 
thing  faid  by  the  honourable  gentleman.    He  (hould  rilk  no  opinkm 
on  the  cafe  before  him.  If  any  refolution  was  entered  intorcfpedir^ 
it  in  that  Houfe,  the  confcquence  muft  be  a  profecution  :  therefore, 
gentlemen  would  fee  that  it  was  improper  for  his  learned  friend 
(the  Attorney  General)  and  himfelf  to  declare  any  fentiment  on  the 
•fubjedl.     He  was  induced,  however,  to  make  one  obfervaticn. 
The  honourable  gentleman  faid,  that  at  rio  period  was  private  worth 
more  prevalent  in  the  feveral  claffcs  of  the  community.     From  this 
portion  he  would,  however,  draw  a  different  inference,  namely, 
that  as  a  good  Government  was  ufually  the  confequencc  of  a  vir- 
tuous people^  to  a  virtuous  people  afforded  a  ftrong  proof  of  the 
cxiftence  of  a  good  Government.     If  however  the  imputation  with 
rtfpe&  to  the  pamphlet  was  fuch  as  flated  by  the  honourable  gentle- 
man, he  hoped  there  would  be  only  one  voice  about  it  in  the 
country  ;  and  that  a  jCiVy  would  find  a  verdidl  conformably  to  the 
cafe.— If  the  Hoofe  came  to  any  refolution  on  it,  it  would  be  im- 
poflible  for  him  and  his  learned  friend  to  oppofe  their  own  difcre- 
tion  to  the  wifdom  of  the  Houfe.     It  was  the  fate  of  him  and  his 
learned  friend  to  be  obliged  to  examine  many  pamphlets  of  this 
nature  ;  and  he  aflured  gentleman,  that  a  more  unpleafant  talk 
could  not  happen  to  pcrfons  in  his  (ituation.     He  only  wifhcd  lo 
caution  the  Houfe  againft  adopting  any  hafty'fjteps  upon  the  bufinefs 
now  before  them.     If  a  profecution  was  ordered  without  proper 
grounds,  the  Hobfc  would  be  reduced  to   an   aukward  (ituation. 
He  and  his  honourable  friend  the  Attorney  General,  would  be 
brought  into  circumftances  of  confiderable  difficulty.     He  recom- 
mended it  to  the  Houfe  to  place  themfelves  in  the  (ituation  of  the 
Attorney  General,  deliberating  upon  the  cafe  in  his  clofet,  and  not 
to  pafs  their  refolution  till  after  It  was  confirmed  hy  mature  delibe- 
ration.    For  if  the  Houfe  were  to  dircdl  the  Attorney  General  to 
commence  a  profecution  againft  the  author  of  the  pamphlet,  and  he 
did  not  fee  that  there  was  eviidence  to  bring  home  the  chai:]ge,  hb 
addrefs  to  the  jury  (who  it  was  proper  to  nlendon,  would  not  de- 
cide upon  any  detached  paragraph,  but  from  a  review  of  the  general 
corhplexion  of  the  pamphlet)  inftead  of  fandioning,  would  defhoy 
the  €Sc&  of  the  refolution  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  faid,  he  rofe,  opprcflTei  with 
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1  veij  feveic  indirpoiition,  |to  trouble  the  Houfe  for  a  few  mimites. 
In  what  he  had  to  fay,  he  (hould  confider  himfelf  merely  in  the'  ca- 
pacity of  a  Member  of  Parliament,  without  any  reference  whatever 
CO  his  fituation  as  Attorney  Genenil.-^Hedid  not  wi(h  to  advance 
any  opinion  upon  the  book,  or  the  particular  paffage  in  queftion,  but 
isdcly  to  fubmit  a  few  general  obfervations  upon  the  fubjedt.  In 
every  caib  in  which  he  had  been  called  upon  to  profecute.perfons  for 
libels»  he  lia^  invariably  adopted  the  condudt  which  had  been  ftated 
by  his  learned  friend,  (the  Solicitor  General)  ;  he  had  always  done 
that  which  he  (^ould  do  in  this  cafe,  if  it  was  fent  for  trial — he 
ihould  requed  the  jury  to  take  the  whole  of  the  work,,  in  order  to 
fee  if  they  could,  from  the  whole,^  impute  that  intention  to  the 
author  which  was  charged  in.  the  indi£lment. —  If  the  jury  (hould  be 
of  that  opinion,  he  (hould  think  him  a  proper  object  of  puni(hment* 
Indeed,  no  man  could  doubt,  that  if  the  conftru(f\ion  which  the 
gentlemen  on  the  other  fide  put  upon  this  pafTage  was  that  which 
the  author  meant  to  convey,  then  moft  unqueftionably  It  was  a  grofs 
libel ;  but  upon  that  point  he  would  give,  no  opinion.  In  manage 
ing  a  profecution,  if  one  (hould  be  ordered,  he  (hould  mod  undoubt-^ 
edly  ftyport  it  to  the  beft  of  his  power ;  but  at  the  fame  time  he 
would  bear  in  mind  that  he  had  two  duties  to  perform,  he  owed  a 
duty  to  the  defendant,  whoever  he  might  be,  and  at  the  fame  time 
that  he  fiurly  and  honourably  fupported  the  profecution,  he  (hould 
tbte  every  pa(rage  in  the  book  which  might  have  a  tendency  in  favour 
of  the  defoidant.  This  was^thc  cafe  of  conduct  he  always  had^ 
and  always  (hould  purfue,  and  in  which  he  hoped  he  (hould  be 
fan^&uied  by  a  Briti(h  Houfe  of  Commons.  At  the  fame  time, 
be  wiibed  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Houfe  to  one  point,  which  was,' 
that  he  conceived  it  an  unfortunate  circumdance,  when  a  jury  felt 
themfelves  obliged  to  give  a  different  opinion  from  the  Houfe  of 
Commons :  However,  it  remained  with  them  to  decide  upon  the 
queftion.  If,  in  the  prefent  inftance,  it  (hould  be  his  fate  to  be 
entmfted  with,  the  profecution  of  the  pamphlet  now  before  the 
Houfe,  he  pledged  himfelf  to  adl  with  a  due  regard  to  tha^  afTem- 
bled  judgment  by  which  he  (hould  be  directed  to  file  his  informa- 
tion, white.  In  refpe£t  to  fo  high  a  recommendation,  he  would  not 
forget  his  concern  for  the  intereft  of  individual  judice. 

Mr.  ERSKINE  faid,  that  if  the  aiithor  of  the  pamphlet  had 
written  a^  obfcurely  as  the  Solicitor  General  had  fpoken,  the;e 
would  have  been  fome  difficulty  in  afcertaining  whether  the  pam- 
pUet  was  a  libel  or  not  ?  He  endrely  concurred  with  him  in  opU 
nioii,  however,  that  the  Houfe  ought  'not  to  aft  haftily  or  inadvci  • 
lently,  eUe  its  purpofe  would  probably  be  defeatecb     He  fully  a& 
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fefitfcd  to  ttte  pfopotition,  that  the  HoMdfpoim^^m^Mttn 
award  ptnfecutiom  on  (tight  occafions.  Hfs  anxidy  OA  thU  (core, 
however,  was  confiderably  dtminMhcd,  (torh  the  cohMenee  he  had 
irt  the  integrity  and  htimanity  of  the  Law  Officer*  of  the  Crown. 
He  onlj  dfd  the  Attorriey  General  juftkb,  when  he laid,  diat  he  al- 
^mys  ftatedboth  the  law  and  the  hR  as  favourable  to  the  defendant 
as  ht  could  do  confidently  mxh  his  du ty,  and  he  could  not  wifhbuld 
the  fame  tribute  of  juftice  from  his  honourable  colleague  in  <Ace. 
Mr.  Erikine  knew  not  at  prcfent  who  was  die  author  of  tfie  fnm* 
phlet,  bat  before  he  would  vote  fof  a  proficution,  he  itwift  be  afcer- 
tained  of  that  foA  by  indubitable  proofs  ;  and  whoev^  he  Wa8»  on 

*that  foppofition)  he  was  liappy  to  think  that  he  would  meet  with 
flriA  jufticc,  and  no  mohr.  There  appeared  to  him  a  very  necef- 
fery  diftinfltbn  to  be  made,  With  refpeft  to  diiierent  ferts  of  libels 
upon  the  Iloufe  of  Commons :  -^in  cafes  wher6  the  libels  Were  upon 
fltic  Members  who  compofed  that  branch  of  the  Legiflature,  te  in 
the  cafe  of  Stockdale,  it  appeared  to  him  not  very  confiftcnt  wkh 
the  dignity  of  the  Houfe  to  ordef  a  profecution^  becaufe  d%ey»  lo  a 
certain  degree,  were  judges  in  their  own  cafci  Smartmg  inidcr  Ac 
Ia(h  of  calumny,  and  feeling,  with  acutenefs,  the  perlbnal  indignity'* 
6(Fercd  to  their  charad^er,  he  was  afraid  they  might  pcmt  dilar  ven- 
geance with  too  much  acrimony,  and  that  fuch  a  mafs  of  itiflbenct 
might  overpower  a  folitnt}*  individual.  But  tn  the  prefenl  inAasee, 
the  attack  was  made,  not  upon  the  Houfe  as  indtviduidly  compofcdi 
but  as  forming  a  branch  t)f  the  Legiflanire.  And  in  this  view  of  the 
f(A>je6),  every  ^tty  jury  in  the  kingdom  had  as  great  an  incerril  in 
vhidtcating  that  mft itotion  by  whieh  they  hold  the!t  ri^t  t»  freedom, 
as  any  Member  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons.  It  wasthcfe  conlW!er« 
ations  which  had  'induced  him  to  travel  thrdi^h'the  mod  defpicaUe 
miferable  performance  that  ever  he  btid  been  doomed  to  ready  and 
be  had  no  dif&cuhy  in  faying,  that  if  h^  believed  it  iona  fit  Co  b^ 
nothing  more  than  a  fet  of  fpeculativfe  opihion^,  he  nevet*  Would 
have  regarded  it  With  any  other  feeling  than  that  of  conttmpt ;  but, 
in  hrs  opinion,  the  objcift  6f  the  writer  was  to  calumniate  the  revo- 
lution of  1688,  and  to  decry  thofe  glorfous  privil^es  which  our 
tmceftors  obtained,  as  the  hard  earned  fruits  of  many  a  lengthened 
itaruggle,.  He  owned,  bowever,  eaution  was  to  beexerctibd  mJiK%- 
ing  of  the  contcms  of  the  pamphlet,  fbr  t^  was  not  xJiar;gjbd  in  Ut9 
1w  a  libel  J  only  a  particular' pafiage  had  l^ecn  predicattei  as  fuch ; 

^'and  though  it  might  be  a  libel  when  abftraAedlyeonfideicd,  itmigitt 
nat  AppA^r  to  a  jury  to  be  Ubellousy  when  d«e)'  ^amd  to  dMnpore  it 
with  the  context,  and  the  jgcneral  ^cnor  -of  the  fehtiments  comaincd 
In  the  perfbrnntnce.     This  remark^  however,  ,wai  founded  on  the 
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Aippofinoii»  #i|ft  tf»  author  might  be  profecuted/  &r  the'Houfe  hajd 
Rttiqr  pufiifl^iii«it8  which  it  might  inflict  ac  their  own  inftaricc.  I'be 
author  might  be  cenfured,  or  he  might  be  committed  into  the  cuf- 
tody  of  die  Serjeant  at  Atms,  or  the  pamphlet  might  be  ordered  to 
be  bQTiit.     He  had  no  hciitation  for  his  own  part,  however,  in 
caUii^  it  a  foul  and  fcandalous  libel,  and  in  his  opinion  were  the 
Houfe   to  decline  ordering  i  profecution,  they  would  be  equalljr 
wanting  in^their  duty  to  themfelves  and  to  their  conftitucnta.    And 
even  iuppoling  the  author  to  be  acquitted,  the  acquittal  would  ncft 
ac  all  reflect  diicredit  upon  the  Houfe,  as  they  were  unacquainted 
with  the  mode  of  defence  which  the  pannel  might  adopt.    He  had 
heard  of  two  evafions  which  were  alledgcd  in  defence  of  the  paflage 
fuppoied  to  be  moft  libellous.     The  Hrit  was  that  when  Kingly  go. 
vcmnncnc  was  fpoken  of,  the  Monarchy  of  England  was  not  meant; 
but  this  was  too  pitiful  a  pretext  to  merit  notice.     The  other  was 
femewbat  more  plaufible,  that  when  he-flated  that  the  Kingly  go- 
vernment might  go  on  with  all  its  functions  after  the  goodly  branches 
of  the  Lords  and  Commons  were  lopped  oif,  he  meant  that  the 
King  might  put  In  execution  the  laws  already  made,  when  Parlia- 
ment was  ditiblved  by  the  ordinary  edicts  of  the  State.    But  if  this 
had  been  the  cafe,  why  did  the  writer  ufe  the  word  lopped  off  I 
Who  ever  heard  of  a  branch  uniting  with  the  tree  after  it  was  once 
lopped  off,  and  after  it  was  burned,  how  could  it  again  acquire  ver«* 
dure  and  nutriment  ?  Thefe  were  his  fentiments  upon  the  (ubjeA. 
Every  pSrfon  had  a  right  to  think  for  himfelf ;  and  he  certainly 
would  not  quarrel  with  thofe  mth  whom,  in  the  prefent  inftance, 
he  (hould  have  the  misfortune  to  differ. 

Mr.  WINDHAM  faid,  that  in  riiing  to  offer  his  fentiments  to 
the  Houie,  he  was  aware  that  he  expofcd  himfelf  to  great  danger  of 
having  his  arguments  mifreprefentedy  nay,  of  having  words  and 
iiaitiments  attributed ,  to  him  which  he  never  had  an  idea  of  uttering ; 
and  he  knew  alfo,  that  no  explanation,  however  clear  and  explicit, 
would  fave  hun  from  fuch  mtfreprcfentation.  It  was  of  no  ufe  f^r 
him  to  refute  thefe  mifreprefentations,  to  deny  them,  to  explain 
them ;  the^c  was  a  fort  of  vitality  in  them,,,  for  they  always  revived: 
If  be  trod  them  tp  the  earth  it  was  ufelefs,  for  they  conA  mtly  grew 
up  again  (though  ^it  fo«oe  difianceja^d  recovered  their  former  ilrength; 
he  need  only  remind  the  Houfe  of  the  words,  "  perilh  commerce,*' 
and  "  acquitted  felony,"  to  prove  the  truth  of  his  affenions.  He 
tbouighc  that  ih^  explanation  which  he  gave  at  the  moment,  with 
rcTpe^  to  the  pamphlet  in  quefiion,  was  fuch  as  muil  have  iatisfied 
every  mind  not  detfnnined  to  mifundcrftand  ;  yet  lail  night  and  this 
night  j:be  fubj^  W9#  re;vived  ag^in,  as  if  he  bad  not  f<ad  one  wo^d 
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in  explanation  of  the  fubje A.     But  not^ithftanding  all  dus,  he 
never  would  be  deterred  from  giving  his  opinion  upon  any  conffi- 
tutional  or  judicial  queftion,  only  it  would  be  neceflaiy  that  he 
ihould  guard  himfelfas  much  as  poflible  from  that  fpcciesof  nrifre- 
prefentation  ;  he  knew  that  all  his  precaution  would  be  of  no  avafl ; 
but  he  would  fell  his  reputation  as  dearly  as  poflfible.     The  firft 
expreflion  that  he  made  uTe  of  wher)  this  fubje£t  was  brought  for- 
ward on  a  former  night,  was  one  which  did  not,  in  his  opinion,  lay 
him  defervedly  open  to  the  fort  of  obfcrvation  which  followed.      He 
only  faid,  that  he  was  not  prepared,  from  the- light  confideration  he 
had  then  given  the  book,  to  decide  with  preciHon  upon  a  particular 
paflagc  ;  but   ^hat,  upon   confideration,  he  was  not  inclined  to 
agree  with  the  interpretation  which  other  gentlenoen  had  put  upon 
it. 

But  in  faying  that,  he  by  no  means  precluded  himfelf  from  giving 
any  other  opinion  upon  the  book,  after  a  more  mature  confideniiioo; 
heconfidered  his  judgment  as  completely  unfettered— he  conceived 
his  mind  Aill  more  at  liberty,  from  a  circumftancc  of  which  he  had 
been  informed,  viz.  that  Mr.  Rfeves  was  not  the  author  of  this 
pamphlet ;  not  that  the  name  of  the  author  would  really  have  any 
eflfcd  upon  his  mind,  but  he  knew  that  gentlemen  on  the  other  iide 
would  throw  out  infinuations  to  that  cffcGt.  Having  premifed  thus 
much,  he  would  now  proceed  to  ftate  to  the  Houfe  his  opinion  upon 
this  fttbjefl,  which,  after  a  moft  full  and  mature  inveftigation,  was 
only  a  repetition  of  what  he  had  advanced  upon  a  former  night,  viz. 
that  he  did  not  think  that  there  was  any  thing  in  the  book  which 
would  juftify  the  interpretation  which  had  been  put  upon  it.  He  Iw 
no  means  meant  to  fav,  that  he  approved  of  the  dodrine  imputed 
to  this  paffage  ;  but  he  meant  to  fay,  that  there  was  no  foch  doc- 
trine in  it  ;  bccaufc  no  man  could  for  a  moment  hefirate  to  fay, 
that  if  there  was  any  fuch  intention  in  this  paifage  as  that  attribu- 
ted to  it,  it  was  a  moft  grofs  and  infamous  libel.— Gentlemen  on  the 
other  (ide  might  think  him  wrong,  but  that  remained  to  be  aigucd. 

He  wi(hed,  with  the  pcrmifiion  of  the  Houfe,  to  make  one  or 
two  obfervations  Upon  the  nature  of  Libels  in  general,  as  iar  as 
they  refpefted  that  Houfe.  He  thought  that  one  of  the  firft  condi- 
tions that  Houfe  would  require  in  the  cafe  of  a  motion  againft  any 
particular  book  or  pamphlet  was,  that  the  allegations  contained  in 
the  book  were  fialfe.  •  He  did  not  mean  to  fay  he  was  an  advocate 
for  that  popular  opinion,  that  nothing  could  be  a  libel  but  what  was 
ialfe  ;  but  merely  as  to  thofe  which  refpe£)ed  this  Houfe. 

But  this  was  not  fufficient ;  it  was  not  only  necefiary  that  the 
allegations  (hould  be  falfe,  but  that  there  was  a  £air  prtfumption 
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that  the  author  himfislf  was  convinced  of  dieir  falfchood;  He  alfe 
thrm^t  it  vrzs  nccclTary  that  the  error  imputed  to  the  author  (hoiild 
fiot  be  one  of  a  trivial  nature  ;  and  that  it  (hould  not  be  merely  a 
theoretical  one,  .but  one  that  tended  plainly  to  pmctical  confcquences* 
He  knew  it  was  almod  impoiTible  to  ftate  any  abflradt  theoretical 
queAion,  which,  in  fome  diftant  way  or  other,  might  not  tend  to 
feme  pradical  confequence,  but  he  meant  ^hat  had  a  clear  and  ii'ii- 
mediate  tendency  of  that  fort.  / 

Thefe  were  grounds  which  he  (hould  expefl  to  be  laid  in  every 
cafe  where  a  charge  of  a  libel  was  made  in  that  houfe  ;  for  it  was 
abfurd  to  fay,  that  becaufe  a  man  differed  in  opinion  from  others 
upon  an  abftrad  queAion,  that  therefore  he  was  culpable.     It  was 
no  very  cafy  matter  to  find  two  men  bf  learning  and  fehfe,  who 
would  agree  upon  any  definicion  of  the  ConAitution  of  this  coun* 
try ;  it  was  very  well  known  that  mfany  pjcople  differed  from  Mr- 
Hume,  and  that  Mr.  Hume  and  Mrs.  Maucaulay  difiered  from 
each  other  ;  yet  it  never  was  in  contemplation  to  profecute  either 
of  diem.     But  thefe  were  not  the  only  points  he  wifhed  to  be  goo* 
vinccd  of  y  before  he  gave  his  afTent  to  a  motion  of  this  kind ;  there 
was  another :  he  thought  it  (hould  appear  that  the  author  was  aware 
of  the  confequence  of.  what  be  wrpte  land  publifhed.     Upon  titis 
point,  he  underftood,  the  honourable  and  learned  gentleman  oppo^ 
fue  to  him  went  even  farther  than  he  did  ;  however,  if  diere  waj^ 
any  failure  in  the  proof  of  thefe  particulars,  he  (hould  conceive  it 
to  be  a  good  reafon  for  rejed^ing  thi^  motion. 

He  had  (bted,  that  he  did  not  agree  with  gentlemen  on  the 
other  (ide,  in,  die  interpretation  they  had  put  upon  this  paffage  ;  but 
in  faying  that,  he  did  not  mean  only  that  the  words  were  capable 
of  another  confhiidion  ;  but  that,  upon  a  fair  and  impartial  confix 
deration  of  the  pafTage,  no  fuch  intention  could  be  attributed  to  it. 
Gentlemen  had  faid,  and  with  what  fairnefs  he  would  leave  it  to 
the  Houfe  to  judge,  that  in  difcufTuig  this  point,  he  had  been  guilty 
of  quibbling.  It  was  no  uncommon  thing  for  gentlemen,  who 
were  fond  of  refining  upon  aiguments,  when  they  found  thofe  very 
arguments  carried  on  to  a  degree  of  refinement  which  turned  againft 
themfelves,  to  call  it  quibbling  :  but  with  refped  to  the  propriety 
of  carrying  on  an  argument  with  any  very  great  degree  of  nicety^ 
it  depeiided  much  upon  the  nature  of  the  fubjed  to  be  difcufTed. 

Upon  any  great  Conftitutlonal  qucAion,  no  man  could  reprobate 
fuch  a  pradHce  more  than  he  did ;  for  inftance,  when  they  were 
diicufling  any  queftion  which  related  tq  the  CcniUtution  or  policy 
of  the  country,  then  he  did  tlunk  it  a  mean  and  contemptible  fpc- 
cies  of  quibbling  for  gentlemen  to  be  calling  for  proof,  upon  every 
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:fiibJ05!  thaf  wa6*adv:inced,  as  they  were  In  the,habit  of  doii^  ;  they 
/cemed  unable  to  withdraw  their  ideas  ft^om  a  criminal  proTccuticn 
at  the  Old  Bailcvy  and  with  all  the  nicety  of  fpecial  pleaders,  de- 
manded technical  proof  upon  points  that  were  matters,  of  gene- 
ral notoriety.  In  difqnifitions  upon,  queftions  of  fcicnce,  or  of  bv, 
that  degree  of  refinement  was  not  only  excufcablc  but  neceiTary ;  for 
if  a  man  profeifed  to  cbnfider  ar^  nice  queftion  of  mathematics  in  a 
loofe  popular  way  of  reafoning,  it  would  not  be  attended  to.— Hr 
was  Fcady  to  admit,  that  if  it  required  a  great  degree  of  acute  in- 
veAigation  to  be  able  to  put  an  innocent  condnidion  upon  this  book, 
and  tha^  the  fird  and  obvious  eflfedl  of  it  was  fuch  as  had  been  at* 
tributed  toit,  it  was  then  a  criminal  produAion;  but  was  that  the 
fad  ? — ^What  was  the  objedl  of  the  author  of  this  book  ?  it  was 
to  write  a  careful,  and,  from  the  work,  it  appeared  a  (ktlful  ana- 
]yfis  of  that  complex  machine,  the  Britifh  Conditution. — A  fub- 
je<St  that  required  great  acutenefs  of  mind,  and  laborious  invctl^a- 
tton,  and  one  in  which,  above  all  others,  a  particular  cxpreflkm 
-  fliould  not  be  taken  up  without  a  reference  to  the  difficulty  uf  the 
fubjcd,  and  to  the  train  of  the  argument.  He  was  of  opinion 
thai  the  writer  of  this  bode  had  in  view  this  obje(f),  namely,  to 
make  a  curious  and  nice  fpeculation  upon  the  nature  and  cxxnponent 
parts  of  the  British  Conftitution  ;  and  in  the  courfe  of  it  he  inqui- 
red, if  certain  parts  of  this  complicated  machine  were  taken  away, 
what  would  be  tht  effed  and  operation  cf  the  remainder  ?  Juft  as 
a  man  might  take  a  watch,  or  any  machine,  and  withdraw  ibme  ooe 
of  its  wheels,  to  fee  how  the  other  parrs  would  gq  on,  without  any 
idea  of  recommending  fuch  a  change,  but  merely  upon  a  principle 
of  abftradi  fpeculation.  And  if,  in  difcuflllng  a  queftion  of  fo  ab- 
ftrufe  a  nature,  a  mere  abftract  opinion  was  to  be  confidercd  as  fo 
extremely  culpable,  he  (hould  like  tliat  every  one  of  the  gentlemen 
oppofite  to  him  were  to  write  down  tlieir  ideas  of  the  Conftitution, 
and  then'he  ihould  be  ghd  to  fee  how  far  they  agreed  with  one  ano- 
ther, anH  how  far  they  agreed  wilh  thofe  writers,  who  have  hitherto 
been  conddored  to  be  authorides  upon  the  Conftitution. 

When  the  author  of  this  book  aflerts  that  the  Lords  and  Com- 
mons fpring  from  the  Crown,  is  that  a  criminal  afTcrtion  ?  The 
.  origin  of  thts^  as  of  every  other  Government,  is  hid  in  obfcurity 
and  my{i<.ry  ;'  and  a  man  might  be  wrong  in  poirtt  of  hiftorical  ac- 
curacy, and  yet  not  in  any  degree  guilty  of  the  charge  imputed  to 
the  author.  Kothisig  cculd  tend,  in  a  (faronger  degree,  to  (hew  the 
difficulty  of  menexaddy  agreeing  upon  any  great  political  or  Con- 
fiitudonal  point,  than  the  nevo'iuion.  There  were  andnyapinioos, 
and  thq&  gf  vci^y  ^cat  msa  loo,  wlMch  totally  jlidKroed;.  upon  that 
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crent  ?  And  among  thoTe  who  did  not  totally.  difFdr/  whit  lAmime- 
rable  (hades  and  gradations  were  there  in  the  opinions  formed  upon^ 
Ic  ?  He  was  fure  that  every  gentleman  who  fairly  and  imperially. 
conGdered  that  event,  mud  be  of  opinion  that  the  ideas  now  fo  in-* 
dufhioufly  circulated  aboot  it,  were  equally  dangerous  and  falfd ; 
the  objed  of  diem  was  to  prove,  ti)at  the  King,  in  this  cotsntiV, 
held  his  crown  by  the  choice  of  his  people  ^^-a  propoiition  utterly* 
incompatible  with  the  Conflitution  ;  but  a  propofuion,  tlie  objcdt 
fur  circulating  which  was  extremely  apparent.     But,  after  alt,  what 
was  the  ground  of  charge  againfl:  this  book  ?  It  was  founded  upon 
a  metaphor,  which,  in  his  opinion,  was  rather  a  bad  foundation  for 
a  profecutton. 

Mr.  WIND  AM  then  pmceeded  to  read  the  objedionable  pafv 
fegc.— He  contended  that,  particularly  as  to  the  expreflion  of  "  lop« 
pedof,*'  the  author  did  not  ufe  that  exprelTion  indefinitely,  but  talks 
of  one  of  Ihofe  temporary  fofpenfions  of  Parliarhent,  of  which  the 
hiihnry  afibrdod  many  inOances  ^  and  what  may  be'confidered  as  a 
proof  that  fuch  was  iiis  meaning  was,  in  two  pages  before,  viz,  in 
page  1 1 ,  be  fays,  that  the  leglflative  power  is  lodged  in  the  King 
and  both  houfes  of  Parliament, 

He  Came  now  to  what  he  confented  was,  in  his  opinron,  tl^e 

rtTX}ngeft  part  of  the  paffage,  viz.  *^  The  Kingly  Governmeht  naf 

goon  in  all  its  funiSHons  without  Lords  or  Commons."     He  ad- 

mirted  there  (ttight  be  ambiguity  or  incorre£inefs  in  this  paiTs^,  hut 

having  in  a  former  part  of  his  work  dated,  that  the  poHiier  of  mak^* 

ing  laws  was  vefted  in  the  King,  Lords,  and  Cominons,  hecamiG^ 

be  fuppofcd,  in  the  part  he  had  juft  read,  to  mean,  that  the  King, 

^7  going  1x1  iti  ail  his  funiE^ions  without  Lords  or  Commons,  would 

have  the  power  to  make  laws.     On  that  fuppdfidon  what  an  abdur' 

Ay  were  they  attributing  to  this  man  P  They  fuppofed  him  to  (ay» 

that  the  King  m^ht,  without  Parliament,  enjoy  all  the  powers  of 

Government,  and  ydt  that  he  had  no  legiflative  power  ;  but  fuppofe 

(here  was  a  degree  of  incorredhiefs  and  ambiguity  in'  this  particular 

Fairage(which  he  wifhed  the  Houfe  to  recoiled  was  only  a  metapho*- 

ricai  paflage,)  though  it  might  zSkSt  the  author's  rqiutation,  yet 

^^d  not  ju(Ufy  fudi  ^  reiidution  as  the  one  propofed  j  taking  his 

popofidoR  generally,  it  was  certainly  true,  for  the  Kingly  Govcro* 

inent  did  go  on,  while  Paiiiamerft  was  interrupted  either  by  proro«< 

P^t  dii&iiitioR,  or  other  regular  caufc;  but  would  that  hold 

9^^ie  iHffiif  Would   Parlt»nent   remain  if  the  King  .weve 

P*^^  Cmftinty  not.     It  ^*ns  upon  this  ground  diat  the  author  ar» 

Wh  ^nd  in  his  opinion  aigued  conftitutionally.     Mr.  Windham 

^^VKludcd  mdi  voiihg  agaliiilthe.motioil 
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Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faidi  that  however  Ijttle  doubt  he  might 
entertain  upon  the  meaning  and  -eSed  of  this  paflfagei  he  could  not 
fuffer  it  to  be  imputed  to  his  right  honourable  friendi  that  an  afleT- 
tion  which  tended  to  degrade  the  Edglifh  Conftitution,  and  to  tub 
the  people  of  one  of  the  fccurities  which  they  had  for  their  happi- 
ncfs,  could  be  coniidcred  by  him  as  not  worthy  of  puntfliment.— 
His  right  honourable  friend  only  confidcred  that  no  fuch  tendency 
had  been  proved^  with  refpe<fl  to  the  pamphlet  in  quedion,  and  no 
one  who  knew  his  charaftcr,  could  for  a  moment  entertain  a  doubt 
of  his  extreme  anxiety  to  maintain  the  Confiitution  in. all  its  parts. 

He  had  read  the  book  in  fiueflion,  and  confeiTcd  he  was  not  able 
to  put  that  confliu6)ion  upon  it  which  his  right  honourable  frierui 
had  prefTed  with  fo  much  ability.  He  (Mr.  Windham)  fcemed  to 
think  thatify  by  refinement  of  argument,  the  pafTage  in  qucflion 
would  bear  another  meaning  than  that  in  which  it  was  confidcred 
as  criminal,  that  then  it  would  be  wrong  for  a  jury  to  find  the  de- 
fcndanr  guilty,  or  for  that  Houfe  to  agree  to  any  fudi  refolution  as 
'Chc  prefent. 

It  was  with  extreme  reludbncc;  that  he  differed  from  his  right 
honourable  friend,  but  he  confidercd  it  to  be  the  duty  of  a  jury  not 
fo  look  for  a  meaning,  which,  by  a  poITible  conAruAion,  the  words 
would  bear,  but  to  take  the  fair*  and  obvious  meianing  of  the  paf- 
fage,  and  fuch  as  they  had  the  moft  reafor\  to  fuj^fe  was  in  the 
contanplation  of  the  author  when  he  wrote  it.  It  was  in  that  way 
that  a  jury  (hould  condder  the  meaning  of  any  paflage  ;  it  was  in 
that.w^y  that  he,  as  a  member  of  Parliament^  would  endeavour  to 
condrue  them. 

Upon  reading  over  the.  whole  of  this  pamphlet »  he  was  ready 
to^admit  to  his  right  honourable  friend^  that  there  were  many  con- 
tradidtory  pailages  in  it ;  but  they  by  no  means  wept  the  length  of 
Oiewing,  by  fair  inference  of  reafoning,  that  the  paflage  alluded  to 
did  not  convey  the  meaning  attributed  to  it.  They  might,  indeed, 
afibrd  a  ground  of  argument  to  a  counfel  employed  in  his  defence, 
but  in  the  impartial  confidcration  which  tliat  Houfe  would  give  them, 
th«y  would  appear  only  as  inconfiftcncies,  which  might,  perhaps, 
create  fomc  confufion,  but  by  no  means  tended  to  qualify  the  affer' 
tion  complained  of.-— What  was  it  that  waS  contended  by  Che  au- 
thor of  this  book,  and  wliat  was  the  defence  fct  up  for  him  ?  Was 
it  to  be  contended,  that,  according  to  the  Conditutionof  this  coun- 
try >  the  King  could  go  on  and  exetdfe  the  fundions  of  Govemmeot 
without  Parliament  ?  He  would  not  flop  to  inquire  what  a  King 
might  <io,  if  both  houfes  of  Parliament  were  lopped  o(F;  but  he 
would  not  hcfitate  to  fay,  that  he  could  not  be  a  Gonftitutional 
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Kii^  ;  and  that)  fiofn  the  moment  the  two  houfcs  of  Parliament 
ccaied  tq  be  integnd  parts  of  the  ConfKtution,  that  moment  the 
Cooftkution  would  ceafe  to  exid.  If  he  did  continue  to  govern^ 
ir  muft  be  by  at  power  tot^y  new  to  the  Conftitution,  as  much  fo  as 
if  it  were  contended  that  a  Houfe  of  Common^  alone  could  exer- 
cife  the  fimdions  of  all  the  branches  of  the  Conditution,  and  yet 
that  Conftitution  remain  entire. 

His  right  honourable  friend  had  treatbd  this  as  a  mere  dry,  ab- 
find,  Speculative  queftion,  in  which  the  author  was  inquiring  into 
the  origin  of  our  Conftitution  ;  aod  aiguing  that  Monarchy  was  the 
fource  frtrni  whence  the  other  branches  of  the  Lords  and  Commons 
had  fpning.     It  was  q0t  eafy  to  trace  out  any  period  in  our  Hiftory 
when  Kin^y  Government  exifted  without  a  check  on  the  part  of  the 
people.     During  the  reigns  of  the  Saxon  Monarchs  that  check  cer- 
tainly did  exift ;  and  if  by  the  conqueft,  and  the  feudal  fyftem  fupe^-^ 
Induced  upon  it,  diere  was  a  temporary  interruption  to  the  exiftenc^ 
of  diat  dieck,  ftill  it  revived — the  root  lay  too  deep  to  be  k'ftroyed.. 
His  right  honourable  friend  had  compared  the  author  to  a  man  taldng  • 
avay  feme  part  of  a  maGhine,  in  order  to  fee  the  cfFe£l  of  the  le* 
nainder  of  the  works.     This  might  be  a  very  curious  es^riment 
with  a  tns^rhiney  but  when  a  man  fet  ;|bout  to  inquire  what  p^rt  of 
a  mixed  Government  mi^t  b^  taken  aWay,  the  inquiry  at  beft 
would  be  ufelefs ;  but  if,  by  (hewing  that  one  part  might  be  taken 
away  without  'injury  to  the  others,  it  had  a  tendency  to  recommend 
a  praStcal  experiment,  then  it  would  ceafe  to  be  merely  ufelefs,  and 
would  begin  to  be  criminal.     To  pojnt  out  one^ branch  of  the  Con* 
ftitution  as  lefs  in^xn-tant  than  the  others,  was,  in  bis  opinion,  cri* 
minal ;  yet  that  was  what  the  author  of  this  pamphlet  had  done  inr 
fpeakiif  of  the  two  Houfes  of  Parliament.     The  reafoning  in  this 
book  did  not  merely  go  to  fay,  that  if  in  confequence  of  a  foreigr^ 
invaSon,  a  peftilence,  or  any  other  extraordinary  event,  the  Par- 
liament was  prevented  from  iitting,  that  then  in  that  interim  the 
King  might  exerciie  the  functions  of  Government,  for  that  ai^u- 
mcnt  would  be  true^;  but  it  fpoke  not  of  a  temporary  interruption  to 
the  funfiions  of  Parliameot,  but  of  their  being  lopped  off  totally. 
Now,  in  faying  that  the  King  could  goon  alone,  whether  he  meant 
that  the  King  ftiould  poflefs  the  legiflati ve  power  or  not,  he  conceived 
Um  to  be  equally  wrong.     If  he  was  fuppofed  to  have  the  power 
of  making  laws,  then  it  muft  fuppofe  a  total  fubverfion  and  dcftruc- 
tion  of  die  Conftitution.     If  it  was  fupppfed  that  the  King  ha'4 
not  the  legiflative  power,    then  it  was  equally  wrong  and  abfurd, 
bccaufe  a  reviftbn  t>f  the  cpndud  of  die  Executive  GovernmeKVt  form- 
fA  a  part  of  the  duty  and  privilege  of  Parliament,  and  it  was  abfurd 
Vot.  XLIU.  T,  H 
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to  talk  of  the  King  having  the  folc  Government  vcftcd  in  him, 
and  yet  not  the  power  of  making  laws.  Upon  all  thefe  grounds, 
he  was  inclined  to  think,  that  the  meaning  which  his  right  honoor- 
ahle  friend  had  affixed  to  this  pamphlet  was  wrong,  aAd  that  the 
real  meaning  was  one  incompatible  with  Ac  exiftcncc  of  the  Confti- 
tution  of  Great  Britain. 

Mr.  COURTENAY  faid,  that  his  right  honourable  friend 
(Mr.  Windham)  feemed  to  have  fallen  into  the  very  error  he  fo 
ftrongly  reprobated,  namely,  applying  the  demonftrative  Ic^c  of 
mathematicians  to  the  infinite  divifibility  of  matter,  to  the  infinite 
divifibility  of  argument,  and  to  cxtra6t,  by  this  ingenious  pnx:cfs, 
con(\itutional  dodrines  from  a  libel  on  the  Conilitution.  H(m  far 
he  had  fuccecded,  the  Houfe  mull  determine ;  but  fuch  attempts 
were  not  perfedly  new.  D'Alembert,  in  his  memoirs  of  Ac 
l^rench  Academy,  records  fixteen  pious  labours  of  a  Jcfuit,  who  at- 
tempted to  dcmonftrate  the  truth  of  tranfubftantiation  by  algebraic 
equation  «. 

Mr.  Courtenay  afked  if  there  could  b^  a  poflfible  doubt  of  die 
nature  and  tendency  of  the  pamphlet  afcribed  to  Mr.  Reeves? 
Alfo  exalting  and  worfhiping  the  power  of  the  Cro^Ti,  he  adds — 
**  Still  farther  to  ftrengthen  this  all-powerful  fway,  two  qualities 
are  added  that  feem  to  bring  this  Ropl  Sovereignty  as  far  as  mortal 
inftitutions  can  be  ftill  nearer  to  the  government  of  Heaven." 
Now,  obferve  the  fublime  rcafoning  by  which  this  is  proved, 
**  Firft,  thi3  power  is  to  have  perpetual  continuance— The  Kii^ 
never  dies.  Secondly,  fuch  unbounded  power  (hall  be  preftimed 
to  be  exercifed  with  as  eminent  goodnefs ;  and  it  is  accordingly  held 
thatthe  King  can  do  no  wrong."  After  this  preliminary  flourifh 
of  dullncfs,  fervility,  and  impious  adulation,  the.  author  proceeds 
to  lop  off  tlie  Lords  and  Commons,  as  fuperfluous  branches,  and 
leaves  the  royal  trunk  free  and  diBncumbered  to  flourifh  in  fccuk 
fccukrum.  In  every  part  of  this  wretched  performance,  the  Con- 
liitution,  as  fixed  at  the  glorious  revolution,  is  vilified  and  traduced ; 
and  at  the  clofe  of  the  17th  century,  the  flavifti  tenets  of  Hobs 
and  Filmer  are  again  revived  ;  here,  indeed,  they  appear  in  their 
natural  deformity,  and  only  excite  contempt  and  diiguft.  The 
fplendid  talents,  the  luminous  imagination  of  a  celebrated  writer 
had  lately  given  a  fafcinatlng  brilliancy  and  a  fallacious  fiamp  and 
eurrency  to  fuch  opinions ;  they  amufe  and  dazzle  the  fancy,  without 
impreffing  the  underftanding.     It  may  be  truly  faid— « 

»  "  Wii'g  fliatter'd  mirror  lies  in  fragments  bright, 

♦*  Rcflcds  not  nature,  biu  confounds  the  fight.** 
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How  is  Mr.  Reeve»*s  perfbrmance  to  be  chanderifed  ? 

**  Like  trodden  dirr^  his  vile  and  abje6i  frnfe 
'*  Is  unperccivcd  but  when  it  gives  offence/* 

Ycty.  iridi  an  eqtial  proportion  of  dullnefs  and  malignity^  this  au- 
thor pfeTumes  to  libel  and  calumniate  the  revolution ;  a  revolution 
glorious  in  itfelf,  glorious  in  its  effeds ;  a  revolution  which  the 
moft  isnpaitial  and  hioft  philofophical  hiftorian  of  any  age  or  coun- 
try dnis  dcfcribes :    '<  By  deciding,"  fays  he,  "  itlany  important 
queftiom  in  favour  of  liberty,  and  fllll  more  by  that  great  precedent 
of  depoGng  one  King,  and  e]bibli(hing  a  new  family,  it  gave  fuch 
an  afccndant  to  popular  principles,  as  has  pat  the  nature  of  the  Eng- 
liih  Conflitution  beyond  all  controverfy.     And  it  may  be  juflly  af- 
firmed, without  any  danger  of  exaggeration,  that  we  in  this  country 
have  ever  fince  enjoyed,  if  not  the  beit  (yiketr]  of  government,  at  leaft 
the  moft  entile  fyftem  of  liberty,  that  ever  was  known  among  man- 
kinds- 
Why,  added  Mr.  Courtenay,  are  the  Diflenters  meanly,  falfcly, 
and  malignantiy  calumniated  by  this  writer  ?    Let  Mr.  Hume  an- 
fwer.     "  It  was  owing  to  the  Britons,"  fays  he,  (that  is,  the  Dif- 
fenters)  •*  that  a  fpark  of  liberty  was  ftill  preferved — when  unli- 
mitod  fubmiflion  to  the  Crown  was  openly  preached,  and  became 
the  theoretic  religious  dod^rines  of  the  Church. 

My  right  honourable  friend,  faid  Mr.  Courtenay,  has  alfo  adduced 
a  curious  and  fpecious  argument  in  favour  of  this  libeller.  **  The 
origin,"  fays  he,  "  of  the  Englifli  Conftitution  is  rather  a  fubjeft 
for  antiquarians  to  difcufs,  than  much  worth  the  confidcration  of 
Legiilators  and  Statefmen."  Is  it,  then,  a  trifling  and  unimpor- 
tant quedion  (confidered  in  a  conftitutiunal  view)  to  determine  whe- 
ther our  rights  and  privileges  are  a  gracious  and  fpontancous  boon 
received  from  the  Crown,  or  derived  from  tlie  fuprcmacy,  fpirit, 
and  (bvereignty  of  the  people  ?  Shall  we  call  on  the  profound  wif- 
dom  of  the  Antiquarian  Society,  or  to  the  extenfive  knowledge  and 
infiannation  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture,  aided  by  their  illudrious 
Secfccary',  to  favour  us  with  their  opinion  on  this  fubje<Sl  ? 

But  wc  are  not  yet  reduced  to  this  wretched  expedient ;  in  the 
fpirit  of  laws,  and  in  the  fpirit  of  freedom,  Montefquieu  has  already 
decided  the  queftion.  "  If  wc  confult  Tacitus,"  fays  he,  **  on  the 
manners  of  tht  Germans,  we  fhall  there  fee  from  whence  the  Eng- 
lifli have  taken  the  idea  of  their  Conftitution.  This  noble  fyftcm 
was  founded  in  the  words  "  De  mimribus  rebus  principes  confultant, 
de  majoriius  emnes  ita  tamen  ut  ea  quoque  queruin  pkbes  arbiirium 
tfiafui principes  p€rtra£lantur'''     Let  a  Britiih  Houfe  of  Common* 
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then  exprefs  Aeir  contempt  and  Ind^^tion  of  idl  fiich  i^gmSng 
dofhrines ;  at  thk  crifis  it  is  neceflary  ;  paflive  obedience,  aod  the 
divine  right  of  Kings  are  openly  promulgated ;  pnefU  and  lawyers 
propagate  thefe  pernicious  tenets,  under  the  pretended  faftdiGn  of 
the  Royal  prerogattvb>  as  quacks  fend  their  poiibns  under  the  aiQtho- 
Tity  of  His  Majefty'g  patent. 

One  of  thefe /'urv  divmo  advocates  for  ilavery  deduces  VKinardiy, 
that  is,  according  to  his  definition,  unlimited  power,  mmieduurly 
from  God-^delegated  to  Adam,  as  his  vicegerent,  and  Eve  was 
his  firft  fnbje^t ;  Cain  then,  as  heir  apparent,  was  aflbdaced  in 
the  government  by  right  of  prime  ogenit  \  and  his  bioditt  Abel, 
for  relifting  his  authority,  was  rably,  though  not  unjuftfy,  pat  to 
death  by  this  choleric  Prince. 

Hence  the  patriarchial  and  defpotic  power  of  Kmgi  were  cftab- 
liihed  over  the  whole  earth  ;  and  it  muft  be  conficfied  that  tbey 
)m)ve  their,  genealogy  incontcftably  firom  their  anceftor  Cain,  both 
by  the  principles  of  their  government,  and  the  atrocioufneis  of  dieir 
aflions.  **  Again,"  fays  this  eloquent  divine,  -^*  the  precedkmcy 
of  nature  was  fixed  by  the  priority  of  formation.*'  If  ib,  the  bcalis 
of  die  field,  which  were  created  firft,  have  a  ^rcw»  r^t  to  the 
earth,  and  man  is  an  ufurper  and  a  tyrant. 

We  have  heard  fome  gendemen  apologife  in  a  BritUh  Parltament 
for  the  condudt  of  the  Houfe  of  Stuart ;  as  if  the  prefcnt  poitixyfm 
of  loyalty  originated  from  the  revival  of  their  arbitrary  fyfletn  of 
government.  They  can  now  be  confcientioufly  legal ;  they  fwcar 
allegiance,  and  pay  homage  from  their  hearts ; '  for  they  confound 
the  perfon  of  their  Sovereign  with  the  defpotic  fyftcm  pinftied  by  his 
Minifters,  and  in  the  ditlra<9ion  of  their  joy,  foigct  that  he  is  a 
firunfwick ! 

Mr.  WILBERFORCE  faid,  that  if  thc)'  confidcred  the  dia- 
tz&cr  and  ficuation  of  the  fuppofed  author  of  the  pamphlet,  it  could 
not  be  viewed  as  a  defpicable  performance,  and  the  refelations  of 
this  Houfe  would  add  to  its  importance.  It  was  with  much  fads- 
fedlion  that  he  had  attended  to  the  two  fpeeches  of  his  learned  friends ; 
but  he  confeffed  that  fatisiadtion  was  allayed  by  the  fpeech  which  he 
heard  from  the  right  honourable  gendeman  (Mr.  Windham)  who, 
perhaps,  had  gone  a  litde  farther  than  he  ought  to  have  done,  in 
defending  a  man  whom  he  might  think  loyld  and  defcrving.  But 
he  hoped  that  gentlemen  would  oonfider  the  fubjed  acoording  to  the 
true  principles  of  th«  Conftitution.  In  adhering  to  thefe,  he  ihouM 
be  led  to  combat  fome  of  that  right  honourable  gentleman's  cxpofi- 
rions.  He  had  argusd,  as  if  it  was  a  matter  of  fobde  inquiry,  id 
'  find  out  the  exad  meaning  of  the  author  of  this  pamphlet ;  but  the 
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'plaiii  qoefton  W^  not  whait  a  nke  l«gkian  ndght,  tir  nSg^  not 
cxcoft  ffom  k ;  but  what  the  fenfe  of  certain  paffiq^  mlty  was, 
as  compared  with  the  context,  the  genend  diift  of  die  perfoimanoe, 
and  the  impreflion  which  the  perufal  tended  to  make  on  the  genera^ 
litf  of  readers.'    He  t|ieiefors  (bould  decline  entering  on  a  nice  in- 
qviiy,  as  to  the  precife  meaning  of  particular  terms :  he  remarked, 
that  dbe  ri^  honourable  gentleman  had  found  out  vrtrat  made  for 
the  author,  more  than  what  made  againft  htm.     In  the  paflage  (o 
ffcqucBtly  qoocedy  there  appeared  to  him  fomething  unconftitutional : 
the  author  confiders  the  component  parts  of  our  Conftitution,  as  if 
they  cotdd  be  disjointed,  as  if  one  part  could  furvive  the  extin6tion 
^  the  others ;  how  far,  or  for  how  long  a  penod  this  might  take 
place  he  knew  nor,  but  fure  he  was,  that  in  this  cafe  there  was  an 
end  to  the  Briti(h  Conftitution,  each  branch  of  ^iMch  wal  iniepa- 
paiabljr  connofiled  with  the  others.     He  appealed,  in  iHoftiation  of 
this  fad,  to  the  days  of  Charles  I.     The  three  component  parts  of 
oar  Cooftitution  were  fo  blended  and  aflimilated  in  one  infeparabte 
eflenee,  that  they  weie  incapable  of  being  detached.     He  denied 
that  die  kingly  government  could  fubfift  independent  of  Parliament ; 
4t  was  from  the  votes  and  the  gmnts  of  this  Hoofe  that  the  Crown 
derived  its  ftreqgth  and  fupport.     Mr.  Wtiberferce  then  inquired 
into  the  pradical  cBcA  which  this  book  was  calculated  to  produce, 
and  he  infilled  that  it  was  likely  to  do  mifchief,  by  detaching  the  af- 
fo^ons  of  the  people  iiom  that  which  they  ought  to  cherifli  as  an 
objedi  of  venenttion  and  eflecm ;  and  more  efpecially  confidering 
the  prcfent  circumftances  of  the  times,  he  thought  it  was  likely  to 
produce  great  pradtical  harm  without  the  timely  interference  of  the 
Houfe.     In  looking  over  the  pamphlet,  he  perceived  a  fort  of  ridi- 
oile  applied  to  the  term  Conftitution ;  but  in  proportion,  as  it  was 
las  ardent  wilh  to  fecure  this  Conftitution,  fo  unremittiiig  fiiould 
be  his  endeavours  to  prevent  any  man  firom  alienating  the  afiedtions 
of  Britons  from  the  love  of  it.     He  aigued,  that  if  ever  there  ex- 
iftsd  a  time  when  it  behoved  the  Houfe  of  Commons  not  to  fufFer  a 
pamphlet  of  this  nature  to  be  llightly  pailed  over,  the  prefent  was 
diat  period.    We  are  now, '  he  faid,  endeavouring  to  check  feditious 
-and  libellous  publications  of  an  oppolite  tendency,  it  therefiHe  be- 
comes OS,  in  order  to  vindicate  ourfclves  from  the  dtarg^<fif  injuf- 
tice  and  partiality,  when  publicatwns  of  a  feditiousnature  are  under 
eonteni|dation,  to  take  proper  notice  of  the  infidioiis  pamphlet  now 
before  us.     Let  every  afperiion  of  this  fort  be  done  away,  and  let 
as  not  fubjedt  ourfehrcs  to  the  imputation  of  paffion  or  prgudice  in 
cor  detenninatk>ns.    In  voting  for  the  bill  againft  fedidouS'  pradtices 
and  attempts,  I  did  fo  firoip  the  confideration  that  the  ^)eeches  and 
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publications  and  praoeeding^  of  thefe  focteties,  would  tend  to  inflai 
the  minds  of  their  hearers,  and  readers,  not  only  deeming  the  Mo* 
narchy  but  alfo  the  people  of  England ;  and  for  the  fame  reaioR 
would  I  with  equal  willingtiefs  fiand  forth  to  vindicate  the  Confli'* 
tution  from  the  ftigmas  of  men  of  an  oppolite  defcfription.  The 
theoretical  ideas  of  Government  which  difl^erent  perfons  form,  aiv 
not  worth  regard  ;  but  what  we  ihould  attempt,  is  to'impreis  opan 
pur  fellow  fubjects,  clear  ideas  of  the  nature  and  exoellenoe  (tf^  our 
eftabliflied  Confiitution,  and  guard  againft  all  the  extremes  of  tfaofe 
who  would  defame  it.  This  pamphlet  treats  with  dtfrefped,  the 
labours  of  our  anceftors  at  the  period  of  the  revolution,  to  whom 
we  are  indebted  for  that  pradical  liberty  we  now  enjoy.  Mr.  Wil- 
berfbice  acknowledged,  it  appeared  to  him  a  matter  of  difficulty, 
how  the  Houfe  fliould  zSt  on  the  prefcnt  occafion ;  though  the  pam- 
phlet abounded  with  contradictions  and  political  herelies,  he  could 
not  tell  how  far  an  ii^nious  man  might  not  confound  die  minds  of 
a  common  jury ;  and  he  had  his  doubts,  in  particular,  as  to  that 
part  of  the  motion,  which  charged  the  pamphlet  with  being  a  libel 
on  the  glorious  revolution ;  for  though  the  writer  had  indtrct^y 
cenfured  fome  of  the  principles  on  which  the  revolution  was  found- 
ed, and  again  and  again  by  inference  refined  upon  it,  all  this 
did  not  clearly  amount,  in  his  mind,  to  a  pofitive  libel  upon  the  re- 
volution itfclf. 

Sir  JOHN  SINCLAIR  rofe  to  vindicate  the  Board  of  Agricul- 
ture,  from  what  he  confidered  an  afperfion  thrown  upon  it  by  an  ho- 
nourable Member.  He  declared;  that  no  political  dtfcdTions  ever 
took  place  there>;  nor  was  their  Secretary  (Mr.  A.  Young),  ever 
employed  by  this  Board  in  the  circulation  of  political  pamphlets. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  acknowledged  the  utility  of  that  inftitutiony 
but  repeated,  that  Mr.  A.  Young  had  a  falary  or  penfion  from  the 
Crown  as  its  Secretary,  and  that  perfons  who  were  employed  by 
him  in  circulating  Agricultural  Reports,  alfo  conveyed  through  the 
country  his  political  produdlions  ;  the  honourable  gentlpman  who 
fpoke  la(V,  would  probably  not  think  that  thefe  pamphlets  tended 
much  to  improve  the  (tate  of  the  countr}'. 

Mr.  HARDINGE  faid,  it  was  not  for  the  purpofe  of  compRv 
miiing  the  opinion  which  he  declared  the  other  night,  and  which  his 
attentive  perufal  of  the  whole  context  had  confirmed,  but  upon  ac- 
count of  ingenuous  difficulties  which  he  felt  in  his  own  mind,  that 
he  adopted  the  doubts  of  his  honourable  friend  who  fpoke  laft,  le- 
fpeditig  the  amendment  upon  the  original  motion,  contained  in 
the  new  words,  imputing  to  this  pamphlet  a  libel  upon  the  rettduii^i. 
He  could  not,  fatisfadmly  to  his  own  mind,  a^cc  to  ihat  amende 
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menT;  for  though  he  was  convinced  the  writer  did  not  love  the  re* 
▼<(4ution,  or  wifti  to  have  its  principles  treated  with  refpeft,  he  had 
been  mhcrfarcajfical  ufon  it  than  libellous j  and  had  even  fhidlouily^. 
cfaough  perhaps  artfully,  commended  the  aA,  as  well  as  the  aAors^ 
in  ibfne  parts  of  the  work. 

He  aflured  the  Houfe  it  gave  hijn  lincere  pain,  to  exprefs,  in  fo 
mailced  a  way,  the  other  night,  a  kind  of  indignant  concern  at  the 
doubts  of  his  right  honourable  friend  (Mr.  Windham).  He  revered 
his  public  fpirit  as  much  as  he  admired  his  virtues,  and  he  could 
not  be  more  hurt  than  to  have  it  imagined  by  thofe  who  had  then 
heard  him,  that  he  lent  himfelf  to  that  ungenerous  and  bafe  obloquy 
which  had  of  late  purfued  him. 

He  lamented  the  abrupt  and  the  untimely  intrufion  of  this  tojnc 
upon  the  order  of  the  day,  which  it  intercepted,  and  continues  to 
fuperoede.  He  lamented  it,  becaufe  the  exigency  which  gave  rife 
to  the  bill  for  the  fafety  of  the  King's  perfon,  was  too  aweful  to  ad« 
mit  the  delay  of  an  hour,*  if  it  could  be  avoided. 

That  as  to  the  queftion  relative  to  the  libel  on  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  after  the  manly,  honcit,  and  powerful  arguments  which 
he  had  heard,  (aHuding  to  Mr.  Pitt)  it  would  be  the  higheft  of  ar- 
rogance in  him  to  add  more  than  a  very  few  words. 

It  W3(p  chiefly  to  explain  one  point  that  he  rpfe.  The  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman  (Mr.  Pitt)  had  expreffcd  a  doubt  whether,  by 
the  refumption  **  of  the  Kingly  power  in  all  its  funfiionsy  when  the 
Lords  and  Commons  were  loft  offy^  the  writer  meant  executive  capa« 
cities  alone,  or  legiflative  too.  It  was  clear  to  his  conviAion  that 
be  meant  both  ;  for  having  defcribed,  in  one  of  the  paflages  prebcd- 
ing  this,  a  King,  who  made^  as  well  as  executed^  the  law^  who 
never  died,  and  who  could  never  do  wrongs  he  adds,  "  Thefe  are 
the  cniginal  and  main  principles  upon  which  plain  Englishmen  could 
iafely  reft  for  their  property  and  freedom.  But  the  Engli(h  will  not 
always  confide;  jealoufies  arofc  and  fears.  To  meet  and  appeafe 
diem,  qualifications  were  annexed.  The  King  was  accordingly  in 
fimne  to  make  thefe  laws,  with  confent  of  the  Lords  and  Commons.'* 
Then  he  introduces  the  figure  of  this  "  tree,  and  of  its  branches 
i^  offy*  upon  which  event  "  the  Kingly  power  would  cxercife  all 
\tsfun£fi0ns'\''^Wh3Lt  functions  ?  Thofe  which  it  exercifed  when 
rile  King  made  the  law,  and  before  his  power  to  make  it  was  li- 
mited. 

He  faid  no  more  upon  the  libel,  except  only  to  re-aflert,  that  it 
was  grofs  and  fcandaloufly  falfe. 

What  meafures  the  Houfe  would,  in  itsjuftice  and  wifdom,  purfuo 
agsdnft  die  oflbnder,   he  gave.no  opinion,  more  thtti)  tofnyr  ^^^ 
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he  wiihod  for  kmty»  as  hr  atf  it  could  bo  ivonciled  with  hqnour* 
$ut  he  thoughts  in  timet  like  thofe,  to  confure,  in  the  tcnas  n£ 
the  motion^  Aich  a  libeU  was  ah  z&  pf  found  policjr,  as  wd)  wm 
juftice.  It  would  (hew  to  the  people  out  of  doorsi  impai|ial  jodg^ 
ment  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  againft  libeUnrs  of  allddbripdoiiH 
when  thofe  of  the  wo/fi  kmJ  were  fe  prevalent ;  dKNigh  he  was  fioc 
lore  wheth^  (vkch/alfe  friends  as  the  writer  of  this  libel»  wtie  IM 
the  word  enemies  a  Government  could  find. 

Mr.  FOX  inquired  whether  the  ri^t  honour^legepdeman  wevU 
have  taken  the  fame  pains  to  find  out  a  difieront  meamng  to  uiy  other 
pamphlet  i  Suppofing  Mr.  Paine's ;  if  ib,   he  would  dien,  indeed, 
pronounce  him  impartial ;  or  if  he  had  endeavoured  to  cxpkun 
any  pamphlet,  fuppofing  from  the  Correfponding  Society,  whetber 
that  right. honourable  gentleman  would  have  eitculpaied  hini  intn 
the  charge  of  partiality  towards  that  body ;  then  indeed  he  woMld 
give  him  eqyal  credit  for  impartiality  on  the  prefent  oocafiqn ;  bu% 
when  he  faw  him  attempting  to  give  a  fenfe  to  the  pami^et  diflbrefit 
fron^  what  it  would  bear,    he  could  not  help  thinking  thoie  was 
Ibme  lurking  partiality  towards  the  princples  of  that  pamphlet.    He 
aflcedy, whether  there  did  not  appear  as  fetded  a  defigri  in  Reeves's 
aiTociation  to  attack  the  Confiitution,  as  in  any  of  the  Correfpond- 
ing Societies  ?     To  the  pamphlet  of  Mr.  A.  Young*  was  ful^cnned 
an  eXprefs  vote  of  thanks,  figned  by  Mr*  Reeves,  as  Chairman  of 
the  AiSxiatton,  and  an  approbation  of  the  doi^rines  which  it  con- 
tained*    The  principles  which  Mr.  Reeves's  Aflbciation  wiAied  to 
adopt  were  thefe,    <*  That  Rotten  Boroughs,  extravagant  Coiirts, 
felfifli  Minifters,  and  corrupt  majdricies,  formed  the  fecurity  for  the 
Conftifution  of  England  !'*     He  aflced  if  there  did  not  appear  to  be. 
a  fettled  defign.in  that  fociety  to  deftroy  the  Conftitution  of  this  coun- 
try ;     He  faid,  that  upon  examination  the  doSttinc  of  this  book 
would  be  found  contrary  to  fii£t,  and  to  the  language  of  the  Stsatucc 
book,  which  declared  that  the  Government  of  this  country  was  not 
fimply  a  Monarchy  \  it  was  a  Government  in  King,  Lords,  and 
Commons.     My  only  difficulty,  faid  Mr.  FoXs  is  what  die  conduA 
of  the  Houfe  fhould  be  on  this  occafion.     I  am  an  enemy  to  pide.^ 
cutions  for  libellous  attacks  ;  and  yet,  at  fuch  a  time  as  this,  'when 
Mr.  Reeves's  Aifociation  are  fpreading  about  their  pernicious  doc- 
trines, I  am  anxious  that  the  Houfe  of  Commofis  (hould  exprefr 
their  difapprobation  of  principles  recommended  by  that  atfociiatKWk 
I  wi(h  to  get  at  the  author  of  this  pamphlet ;  ibis  is  fo  material  an 
objed^,  that  I  would  not  recommend  to  the  Houfe  to  give  out  of 
its  bands  this  objedl  to  any  one  whatever. 

Mr.  BUXTON  copfidered  this  pampldet  tp  be  a  UM  w  Ih* 
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glorkxis  revolution,  tnd  hoped  that  fotne  Aeps  would  be  taken  to 
find  ottt  the  author,  and  bring  him  to  exemplary  punifliment. 

Mr.  J.  T.  STANLEY  thought  it  a  fortunate  drcumflance  that 
the  pamphlet  in  queftion  had  been  brought  to  the  coniideratbn  of 
the  Houfe. 

The  debates  occafioned  by  it,  proved,  that  many  Engliflmien 
(till  haiix)Ured  in  dieir  bofoms  an  affedion  for  whig  principles.  Of 
late,  he  faid,  they  ieemed  to  have  been  on  die  wing,  taking  dieir 
flight  (or  fome  other  (hores ;  thofe  principles,  Mr.  Stanley  laid^ 
he  meant,  which,  in  their  infancy,  had  refcued  the  land. from  fla- 
▼eiy,  and  produced  the  glorious  revolution  of  1688,  which,  in 
their  progrefs,  had  contributed  to  raife  this  country  to  the  higheft 
pitich  of  her  profperity,  and  had  placed  the  Brunfwick  Princes  on 
our  Throne ;  and  which,  at  lad,  had  (as  they  pronK)ted  public 
fpirit,  ^nd  commanded  approbation  from  enlightened  underfiandtng) 
readied  to  every  comer  of  the  ifland,  and  in  the  opinion  of  every 
unprejudiced  obferver,  been  confidered  as  the  adopted  principle*  pf 
each  liberal  and  independant  charader. 

By  fome  fatality,  faid  Mr.  Stanley,  we  have  feen  them  vanilh 
from  amongft  us,  as  if  the  country  had  been  tired  of  thinking 
ri^t ;  by  degrees,  corruption  on  the  one  hand,  and  on  the  other, 
incrcafing  difcontent  and  depravity  ;  on  both,  a  melancholy  devia- 
tion from  true  honeft  Englilh  fentiment,  have  been  driving  men  to 
the  extremes  of  toryifm  and  democracy,  while  the  dcfencd  Whig, 
who  had  fondly  fancied  himfelf,  as  to  political  opinion,  in  fall 
fympad^,  at  led),  with  the  majority  of  his  countrymen,  has  in 
vain  been  looking  round  for  the  coincidence  of  mind  which  he  had 
taugjht  himfelf  to  expeA  from  every  quarter,  and  which  he  had  once 
experienced.  >  We  who  love  the  Con(titution,  continued  Mr.  Stan- 
ley, have  been  thus  feeing  the  ground  wafle  away  from  under  our 
ieet ;  and  we  have  feared,  left  enough  had  not  been  left  to  afford 
OS  a  firm  footing.  But  we  will  now  hope  better  things.  All  Mi- 
nifters  have  not  (hewn  themfelves  equally  inclined  to  tory  principles. 
The  ri^  honourable  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  we  have 
(cen  in  a  very  manly  manner,'  declare  his  difapprobation  of  what 
the  pam{Alet  we  are  fpeaking  of,  contains.  I  congratulate  the 
Houfe  (concluded  Mr.  Stanley)  on  To  much  apparent  unanimity  in 
ilcfenee  of  old  Englifh  opinions  ;  the  Adminiftration  I  am  fure  will 
not  have  to  repent  their  condu6t.  Some  of  their  loll  confidence 
^^  mufl  regain,  and  perhaps  they  will  be  confidered  as  once  more 
to  have  formed  die  wifh  of  making  public  opinion  the  ground  of  all 
their  fbengdi ;  it  win  be  their  bed  fupport ;  and  widiout  it,  all  the 
Ulls  ibcf  and  tfacir  adherents  may  carry  through  the  Parliament, 
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I  and  add  to  our  heap  of  Laws,  will  avail  hot  little  to  fecuvc  tbcm  in 

f  their  places :  he  ended  by  faying,  he  hoped  the  Houfe  would  follow 

^  their  compliance  with  the  motion  now  before  them>  by  fome  farther 

f  meafures,  exprellive .  of  tlieir  indignation  at  dodirines  fo  prejiKfi- 

cial  to  the  interefts  of  the  country  as  thofe  contained  in  the  pam- 
phlet on  their  table. 

Mr.*  Serjeant  ADAIR  declared  that  hc-fliould  be  brief  now, 
having  fpokcn  to  the  fubjcft  on  the  former  debate.  He  thought 
thaty  as  to  the  main  qucftion,  whether  this  pamphlet  was  a  libel, 
there  was  no  difference  of  opinion  ;  and  he  congratulated  his  coun- 
try, and  this  Houfe,  for  their  adherence  to  principles,  which  would 
ferve  to  eftablifti  the  Conftitution,  and  render  it  more  fecure«  He 
cxpreflcd  doubt  as  to  the  propriety  of  the  amendment,  which  charged 
this  pamphlet  with  being  a  libel  on  the  Revolution  ;  he  thoi;^ht  it 
would  be  extremely  difficult  for  any  lawyer  to  perfuade  a  jury  to 
bring  in  this  verdidl.  ,  He  admitted  it  to  be  a  libel  on  the  whig 
party,  who  brought  about  the  Revolution  ;  what  they  did  was  not 
to  deftroy,  but  to  preferve  the  Conftitution. 

The  MASTER  OF  THE  ROLLS  could  not  give  a  Clcnt  vote. 
He  had  no  doubt  as  to  the  malignity  of  this  pamphlet.  Hcfaid  no 
fubje£i  re<juired  greater  delicacy  than  when  the  Houfe  was  called 
upon  to  exert  its  own  power  by  way  of  punifhment.  He  bad  his 
•  doubts  whether  this  pamphlet  w^  a  breach  of  the  privileges  of  the 
'  Houfcy  or  whether  it  was  of  fuch  a  dangerous  tendency  as  to  require 
the  intcrpolition  of  the  Houfe,  rather  than  to  be  left  to  the  ordinary 
courfe  of  juftice.  However  he  (hrAild  vote  for  the  motion.  He 
looked  upon  the  palTage  as  flrongly  libellous,  Handing  by  itfcU'i 
and  from  what  he  had  iince  read  of  the  pamphlet,  was  of  c^inion, 
that  it  was  fo  taken  with  the  whole  context. 

Mr.  SHERIDAl4  cxpreflcd  himfelf  fatisfied  with  what  the 
MaHer  of  the  Rolls  had  faid,  and  was  glad  he  had  an  opportunity 
ofunderftanding  what  his  opinion  really  was^  as  he  had  mifunder- 
iVx)d  him,  but  he  hoped  not  mifreprcfcntcd  him. 

Sir  W.  DOLBEN  faid,  he  had  come  down  to  the  Houfe  in  the 
opinion  the  book  was  a  libel,  but  the  right  honourably  gentleman 
(Mr.  Windham)  had  made  fuch  an  inoprclTion  upon  him  of  a  con- 
trary  kind,  that  he  would  vc^  againft  the  motion. 

The  original  motion  was  then  put  and  carried,  with  only  two 
diflentirtg  voices,  Mr.  Sheridan  having,  with  leave  of  the  Houfe, 
withdrawn  his  amendment,  a$  to  its  being  a  libel  on  the  Revolu- 
tion. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  congratulated  the  Houfq  on  the  tmanitnity 
with  which  the  rcfolution  had  been  adopted,  for,  except  the  right 
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honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Windham),  and  his  convert  (Sir  W. 
D<)lbcn),   there  was  not  one  voice  againft  it.,    He  would  give  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  all  the  benefit  of  his  alliance,  and  call 
the  attention  of  the   Houfe   to  the  next  ftep.     The  Houfc  now 
having  adopted  his  motion,  it  was  proper  that  fome  proceedings 
fhould  be  grounded  upon  it,  and  that  it  fhould  not  be  fufFcrcd  to 
fland  by  irfelf  on  their  journals.      He  had  been  made  more  anxious 
in  puihing  this  proceeding,  becaufe,  as  he  had  before  ftated,  he  did 
not  confider  the  publication  to  be  afolitary  libel,  but  to  have  ifTued 
from  a   quarter  poffeflin^  extenfivc  means  of  circulating  attacks 
againft  the  Conftitution.     He  ftated  the  various  modes  of  proceed- 
ing that  might  be  adopted,  and   referred  to  precedents  in  former 
times.      At  a  period  when  party  ran  very  high,  a  pamphlet  of  Dr. 
Swift's  (on  the  condudl  of  the  allies)  a  very  innocent  and  ufeful 
\^ork,  was  ordered  by  the  Houfe  to  be  burnt  by  the  hands  of  die 
hangman.      Mr.  Sheridan  faid,  thatunder  the  circumftances  ofthc 
prcfent  cafe,  what  he  confidered   to  be  of  moft  importance  was  to 
come  at  the  perfon  of  the  author.     He  had  reafon   to  believe  that 
Mr.  Reeves  was  the  author,  and  fince  he  came  into  the  Houfe  he 
had  been  confirmed  in  his  belief.     He  had  been  given  to  underftand 
that  a  formal  difavowal  would  be  made  of  the  fa6^,  but  he  con- 
fidered  that  which  had  been  made  by  the  Secretary  at  War  to  be 
bv  no  means  fufficiently  precife  or  fatisfadory.      He  had  great  ob- 
jcflions  to  inflituting '  any  oppreflive  profccutions  againft  a  poor 
printer  or  publifticr,  who  looked  for  fccurity  to  the  character  of  his 
cmploj'er,  and  could  have  no  idea  that  he  would  receive  any  thing 
of  a  libellous  or  unconftitutional  tendency  from  the  chairman  of  a 
lojral  affociation.     In  order  that  proper  fteps  might  be  taken  to  come 
at  the  perfon  of  the  author,  a  power  which  Mr.  Sheridan   con- 
ceived that  the  Houfe  ought  not  to  delegate  out  of  their  own  hands, 
he  would  adopt  a  precedent  of  1707,  and  concluded  widi  moving 
"  That  it  be  referred  to  a  Committee  to  inquire  who  was  the  author 
of  the  libel." 

The  motien  was  carried,  and  Mr.  Sheridan,  tlie  Secretary  at 
War,  &c.  were  appointed  to  be  of  the  C'ommittee. 

Mr.  W.  SMITH  faid,  that  he  had  fuch  ftrong  objections  to 
all  profecutions  for  political  pamphlets,  diat  he  ftiould  move  in  cafe 
of  a  difcovcry,  that  the  proceedings  of  the  Houfe  be  confined  to  a 
ccnfure  upon  the  author. 

Adjourned  till  to-  morrow. 

Friday f   2']th  November. 
General  TARLETON  moved,  that  a  fufEcient  number  of 
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co{nes  of  the  cxtraoidinaricft  of  the  army  be  printed  fiv  die  afe  of 
the  members  of  that  Houfe. 

Ordered. 

Mr.  HONEY  WOOD  prefented  a  petfdon  from  the  iiAabttants 
of  Hydie,  againft  the  Convention  bills.  He  obfcrved  that  the 
meeting  had  been  regularly  convened  by  the  mayor,  thougb  he  de- 
clined the  prefidency  of  it»  and  the  chair  was  therefore  filled  by 
another  very  refpe£lable  gentleman.  The  perfons  who  had  fub* 
fcribed  the  petition  were  diflingui(hed  for  their  loyalty  to  the  Kingt 
and  their  love  of  the  Conftitution,  and  one  name  he  particularly 
recommended  to  the  notice  of  the  Houfe.  It  was  that  of  a  noble 
Peer  of  Ireland  Lord  Rokeby,  formerly  a  member  of  that  Houfe» 
(then  known  by  the  name  of  Mr.  Matthew  Montague)  a  perfon  who 
had  retired  from  public  life,  being  in  the  84th  year  of  his  age,  but 
fiill  zealous  in  his  intention  to  the  morals  of  his  country,  and  to 
a£ls  of  private  benevolence,  and  public  charity.  He  was  known 
alfo  as  the  author  of  a  pamphlet  towards  the  end  of  the  American 
war,  which,  with  the  fp\rit  of  prophecy,  had  predided  what  did 
actually  happen.  Having  faid  thus  much  upon  the  petition  he  had 
now  the  honour  to  prcfent,  he  begged  leave  to  advert  to  what  had 
paCFed  upon  a  former  evening,  by  readii^  a  letter  from  the  mayor 
of  Rocheder,  which  he  received  this  morning,  and  he  was  glad  to 
fee  his  honourable  colleague  in  his  place,  as  he  tvas  the  perfon  who 
had  occaiioned  this  letter. 

Mr.  BAKER  thought  the  Houfe  ought  not  to  permit  any  re- 
ferences of  the  kind,  becaufc  if  they  fuffered  it  in  any  one  inftance, 
out  of  judice  they  could  not  deny  it  in  another,  fo  dut  there  would 
be  no  end  of  fuch  references. 

Mr.  HONEYWOOD  faid,  he  fhould  not  have  prefumcd  to  re- 
vert to  any  petition  which  had  been  laid  upon  the  table,  but  for 
the  refled^ion  thrown  upon  the  charader  of  a  worthy  magiihate, 
whom  he  thought  it  his  duty  to  exculpate.  He  did  not  fuppofc  die 
odium  to  have  been  wilfully  faftened  on  him,  for  it  was  fuch  as  all 
men  are  liable  to ;  but  when  it  was  not  deferved,  it  oi^ght  to  be  re- 
moved. 

The  SPEAKER  faid,  according  to  the  rules  of  the  Houfe,  when 
a  member  was  called  to  order,  he  mud  obey  the  call;  but  he  ima- 
gined, that  the  honourable  gentleman  appealed  to  the  candour  and 
indulgence  of  the  Houfe,  which  frequently  was  granted. 

Mr.  HONEYWOOD  faid,  he  did  appeal  to  the  candour  and 
indulgence  of  the  Houfe,  and  then  rdaid  the  letter  from  the  mayor  of 
Rocheftcr,  reminding  him,  that  at  the  time  the  proceflfion  repaflcd 
tor  burning  the  effigy  of  a  certain  prelate,  he  could  n^t  pofllbly  fe^ 
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it,  having  been  at  the  time  engaged  with  Mr.  Honeynvood  ina  baek 
ro^m  of  the  houfe ;  and  that  as  foon  as  he  heaid  of  it,  he  ient  the 
conftables  to  difperfe  it,  who  returned  with  an  anfwer,  that  thejr 
could  fee  no  crowd  or  proceflion.  Mr.  Honeywood  affirmedi,  that 
the  fiateinent  in  this  letter  was  ftriAly  true. 

Sir  EDWARD  KNATCHBULL  faid  if  the  mayor  had  pre- 
vious knowledge  of  the  proceffioo,  he  (hould  have  prevented  iu 

General  SMITH  remarked  that  it  was  a  very  common  pnuflice 
at  the  oppofite  (minifterial)  fide  of  the  Houfe,  to  cavil  00  every  flight 
oxafion  at  what  fdl  from  thofe  who  fpoke  from  the  contrary  fide^ 
when  it  happened  not  to  be  agreeable  to  them ;  though  on  thdr 
own  fide  no  notice  was  taken  of  irregularities  more  frequent,  and 
more  groiis. 

Mr.  M.  ROBINSON  thanked  Mr.  Honeywood  for  the  hand* 
feme  terms  in  which  he  had  mentioned  his  venerable  relation  (Lord 
Rokeby),  and  exprefled  his  approbation  of  the  petition,  lamenting 
that  the  bills  before  the  Houfe  were  not  delayed  for  ibme  time,  fince 
every  day  (hewed  how  much  they  were  reprobated  ;  it  would  be 
but  common  judice  to'the  country,  to  hear  its  lad  prefer,  before 
they  deprived  it  of  its  liberdes.  He  noticed  an  abfurd  aiTertioa 
which  he  had  heard  of,  namely,  that  the  country  would  be  without 
a  Conftitufion  if  thofe  bills  were  not  paiTed  to  fecure  it. 

Sir  EDWARD  SYKES  prcfcnted  a  petition  from  the  inhabi* 
tants  of  Wallingford,  requeuing  meafures  to  prevent  the  fale  of 
com  by  fample,  which  was  referred  to  the  Selei^  Com  Committee. 
Mr.  FOX  prefented  a  petition  from  the  inhabitants  of  Lyme 
Regis,  in  Dorfetihire,  againft  the  convention  bills,  and.  praying 
for  peace.  He  then  prefented  a  petition  againfl  the  bills,  (adver- 
ting at  the  fame  time  to  one  from  the  fame  town  on  a  different  (ide 
of  the  queflion)  from  1 200  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Lei« 
cefter,  whofe  names  were  fubfcribed  in  two  days,  and  if  the  urgency 
of  the  oocafion  would  have  allowed  two  days  more,,  there  would 
have  been  twelve  times  that  number. 

Mr.  AMY  ATT  prefented  a  petition  from  Southampton,  pray- 
ing that  fuch  meafures  might  be  adopted  to  prevent  fedition  as  Par- 
liament (hall  think  meet. 

Mr*  ROSE,  junior,  obferved,  that  this  had  the  moft  refpeSa- 
ble  lignatures  ;  and  that  the  one  which  was  prefented  on  a  former 
night  againft  the  bills  was  only  (igned  by  one  burgefs. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  could  not  liften  to  fuch  language. — He  did 
not  deny  that  the  petition  before  the  Houfe  was  refpedtably  (igned : 
however,  it  did  not  follow  from  that  but  the  petition  of  the  other 
iohabitants  was  as  good  as  that  of  the  nuyor  and  aldermen« 
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The  petition  ^^'as  ordered  to  lie  on  the  tabic. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  next  prefcnted  a  petition  from  his  own  con- 
fUtucntSy  the  inhabitants  of  Stafford,  againftthc  bills.  He  had  z 
general  recoUeilion  of  their  names,  and  from  the  fignaturcs  he  was 
furc  that  the  petition  contained  the  general  ftnfe  of  the  inhabit  lats. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  next  prefented  a  petition  againft  the  bill  from 
die  gentlemen  and  burgeffcs  of  Newcaftle  under  Lime,  where  the 
^  major  was  not  averfe  to  the  petition,  nor  was  there  one  perfon  m 
the  town  diffenting  from  it.  As  the  petition  therefore  paflfed  una- 
nimoufly,  and  both  the  rcprefentatives  of  the  town  were  advcrfc 
to  it,  Mr.  Sheridan  faid,  the  inhabitants  had  done  him  the  honour 
to  commit  it  to  his  care. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  next  prefented  a  petition  againft  the  bills, 
from  a  number  of  mechanics,  who  had  not  an  opportunity  of  fign- 
ing  that  petition  from  the  aflbciated  tradefmen.  To  thofc  1 5,000 
names.,  therefore,*  might  be  added  the  832,  affixed  to  tfiis  petirion. 
It  came  from  the  journeymen  gun- makers,  which  of  courfc,  hefald, 
the  gentlemen  on  the  oppofitc  fide  would  deem  very  alarming ! 
^  Mr.  FOX  prefented  a  petition  againft  the  bills  of  a  very  uncom- 
mon defcription,  for  it  was  only  figned  by  one  perfon ;  but  that  per- 
fon was  a  gentleman  of  genius  and  talents  of  irreproachable  man- 
ners in  private  life,  and  of  the  greateft  integrity  in  his  public  charac- 
ter. It  came  from  Major  Cartwright,  it  was  very  long,  but  Mr. 
'  Fox  faid,  he  had  perufcd  it  with  care,  and  found  nothing  excep- 
tionable in  it. 

Mr.  FOX  then  begged  leave  to  prefent  another  petition  againft 
the  bills,  upon  which  he  would  fay  a  few  words.  The  petition 
was  that  of  his  conftituents,  the  inhabitants  of  the  city  and  liberties 
ofWeftminfter,  and  was  fubfcribed  by  ten  thoufand  one  hundred 
and  twenty-five  perfons,  a  number  nearly  equal  to  the  number  of 
voters  in  that  city.  How  this  petition  had  been  obtained  was  well 
known,  for  it  had  been  introduced  into  the  difcuflion  of  the  Houfc. 
It  had  been  recommended  in  a  large  public  meeting,  and  was  figned 
voluntarily.  His  noble  colleague  (Lord  Hood),  whom  he  was 
happy  to  fee  attending  in  his  place,  had  advifed  to  have  the  peti- 
tion carried  from  houfe  to  houfe.  Mr.  Fox  did  not  fay  it  was 
blameablc  to  take  the  fenfe  of  the  people  in  that  manner,  but  he 
did  not  think  that  way  fo  free,  fo  candid,  and  fo  fair,  as  when  the 
people,  uninfluenced  and  unbaiffed,  afled  purely  from  their  own 
impulfc.  The  perfons  who  figned  this  petition  had  been  aftuatcd 
by  a  voluntary  motive.  They  came  fpontaneoufly  forth  to  exprefs 
their  abhorrence  of  the  bills  againft  which  they  now  rcmonftrated, 
and  their  juftnpprehcnfions  of  the  evils  likely  to  cnfue.     It  was 
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tni^  that  irt  confequence  of  the  pfoteil  of  his  noble  colledgoe,  a 
few  parochial  meetings  had  been  held,  and  the  veftries  had  fent  about 
peCttions  from  houfe  tohoufe.     Mr.  Fok  faid,  he  was  prefcnt  at 
three  of  the  parochial  meetings,  and  there  was  one  which  he  did 
not  attend.     It  was  that  of  St.  Martin's  in  the  Fields,  where  Mr. 
Drummond  was  in  the  chair,  and  where,  contrary  to  the  intcn- 
tioDs  of  thoTe  perfons  by  whom  the  meeting  was  called,  a'ccilain 
number  of  rcfolutions  were  almoft  unanimoufly  paded,  the  lefidt 
of  which  was  a  flat  mark  of  contradii^ion  to  the  afTerdoits  of  tfaoTe 
pcrftms  who  had  advifed  this  meafure.     The  other  parochial  moet- 
ings  were  in  St.  Clement's  Danes,  St.  James's,  and  St-  AnneV 
In  St.  Anne's,  the  parifhionets  firft  met  in  a  fmall  number,  when, 
as  it  was  fuppofed,  fvifllicient  notice  had  not  been  given,   a  feoood 
meeting  was  called,  which  decided  againft  the  bills.     In  Sc.  James's 
pariCh  there  was  a  larger  alTembly  of  pari(hioners  than  had  ever 
been  remembered  upon  any  .former  occafion.     Some  refolutions  had 
been  prcvioufly  drawn  up,  and  handed  about  from  houfe  to  houfe, 
'^•ith  very  little  fuccefs,  when  this  meeting,  at  which  Mr.  Demfnes 
was  chairman,  decided  by  a  majority  of  one  thoufand  to  twenty-fevcn 
voices.     If  any  doubts  (hould  be  entertained  concerning  this  peti- 
tion, as  not  exprcflive  of  the  general  fenfe  of  the  people  of  Weft- 
minder,  there  may  ftill  be  opportunities,  faid  Mr.  Fox,  todder- 
mine.     ^'  I  have  faid  fo  much  (contuinued  he)  upon  this  petitjoo 
in  particular,  becaufe  it  is  not  pofllble  for  me  to  collect  the  opimoos 
of  all  the  inhabitants  of  every  county  in  the  kingdom ;  but  as  Wcft- 
mtnfter  is  the  place  in  which  I  live,  wliere  you  live.  Sir, 
where  this  Houfe  lives,  I  may  venture  to  afllert,  that  this 
docs  conraih  the  general  fenfe  of^  the  inhabitants  of  Weftrainfler." 
He  faid  he  had  frequently  occa(lon  to  attend  public  meetaj^  ;  lie 
was  in  the  conftant  praAice  of  inquiring  into  the  opinions  of  bis 
conAituents,  and  he  had  often  the  honour  of  prefenting  pctitiaas  Id 
that  Houfe,  and  to  His  Majefty,  but  he  had  never  before  found  die 
people  fo  unanimous.  He  prefented  a  petition  to  His  Majcflyaipinft 
die  American  war,  which  was  fubfcribed  by  an  aAonifhing  msnlicr 
of  fignatures ;  but  on  this  oocafion  the  public  opinion  wai^fiitt  move 
unanimous  and  decided.     The  Houfe  need  not  jlepend  opoD  fab 
teftimony,  for  they  had  all  an  opportunity  to  examine  and 
though  he  believed  they  would  find  that  the  people  who  bad 
it  were  more  di(lingui(hed  both  in  point  of  unanimity  and 
than  bad  been  known  in  Weftminfter  upon  a  former  occafioo  ol 
viy  kind  whatever. 

Sir  JOHN  FREDERICK  prefented  a  petition  from  &edagff 
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^frreholders,  and  inhabifantB  of  the  county  of  Sumjr.     The  peiition 
was  (igned  by  2oo  perfons. 

h  Mr.  ^ERIDAN  6bferved,  that  this  petition  was  a  Rroogcta- 
fure  upon  the  bills ;  ibr,  'though  the  petitioners  (fatted,  that  they  un* 
•  derftood  (bme  ads  were  at  prefent  under  ^e  contideration  of  Par* 
liament,  the  purpofe  of  which  Acy  evidently  knew,  as  appeared  by 
die  fubfequent  part  of  the  petitioni  they  requeued  remedy  for  the 
evils  of  which  th^  conopiained,  without  deRroying  the  liberties  of 
the  people,  or  intrenching  upon  the  right  of  pedtiohing  and  the  free 
excrcife  of  fpeech. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  underftood  it  to  be  in  approbation  of  the 
lulls,  only  with  one  favingclaufe  to  obviate  thofe  arguments  whidi 
were  made  ufe  of  £:»:  the  purpofe  of  mifreprefentadon. 

Mr.  CRESPIGN  Y  prefented  a  petition  from  the  inhabitants  of 
Caftle  Baynard  ward,  againft  ihc  bills. 

A  petition  from  looo  (tf  the  inhabitants  of  Bath  alfo  was  pre- 
fented to  the  fame  eflfed,  among  the  (ignatures  of  which  was  that 
iX  John  Difney,  who  dated  he  had  been  grofsly  impofed  on  by  benig 
induced  to  (ign  his  name  to  a  former  petition  under-falfe  pretences. 

Mr.  ROSE,  junior,  prefented  a  counter-petition  from  the  iiiha- 
fchants  of  Portfea  and  Portfmouth,  praying  that  the  convention  bill 
n^ht  be  fpeedily  pafTed. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  SMITH  prefented  a  petition  from  the  inha- 
bitants of  Alderfgate  ward  againfi  the  bills.  Upon  this,  without 
any  perfonal  prejudice,  he  complained  of  the  oondudof  an  Alder- 
man (Anderfon)  who  refided  in  that  ward,  and  refufed  to  convene 
a  meeting  of  the  Inhabitants  to  confider  on  die  two  bills  in  qtieftion. 
The  Alderman  muft  have  been  unaware,  he  (aid,  that  by  fo  doing, 
inftead  of  fuf^rting  the  bills,  he  furhiflied  the  (hongefl  argument 
againft  them.  He  then  adverted  to  what  Mr.  Fox  had  fbrmeriy 
obferved  as  to  the  probability  that  (herifft  might  refufe  to  convene 
the  people  upon  requiiidon,  if  thefe  bills  ihould  pafs,  and  men- 
tioned an  inftance  already  in  the  high  fheriff  for  the  county  of 
York,  who,  though  required  to  call  a  meeting  by  53  very  refpedb- 
Ue  perfons  in  that  county,  refufed  to  do  (b.  The  petition  which 
he  prefi^nted,  he  obferved,  was,  notwithftanding  the  condud  of  the 
Alderman,  iigned  by  200  of  the  houfidiolders,  finoe  laft  ni^ti 
widiout  folicitationi  and  they  had  not  only  given  their  names,  but 
Iheir  places  of  abode. 

Mr.  Alderman  ANDERSON  jufKfied  himfdf,  by  faying  that  he 
had  lived  long  iii  the  ward,  and  had  an  opportunity  of  knowing 
iBoft  of  the  iirfud>itants ;  out  <^  thirty^ne  whofigned  (he  roqmfiticni 
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he  d  rJ  not  know  more  than  four  or  five.  As  the  purport  of  the  bills 
alfo  had  been  amply"  difcuffed  before  by  the  reprefcntatives  of  the 
ujrd  in  the  Common  Council,  he  thought  it  unrieceffary  to  Gon- 
ial t  the  inhabitants,  and  told  the  perfons  fo  who  waited  on  him  for 
thit  purpofe,  and  they  rcf»llcd,  that  they  were  more  anxious  to  do 
ir,  bccaufc  \f  r.  Pitt  had  been  Minfter  for  a  great  many  years,  and 
they  thought  it  was  now  high  time  for  Mr.  Fox  to  be  fo. — [A  loud 
laugh.]] 

Mr-  SHERIDAN  could  not  fuffer  fuch  levity  to  glofs  over  the 
condudt  of  the  honourable  gentleman,  who,  however  long  his  rcK 
Gdencc  might  have  been  in  the  ward,  or  however  univerfal  his  ac* 
quaintance  with  the  inhabitants,  was  compelled  by  duty  on  receiv* 
ing  a  requilition  of  that  nature,  to  inquire  who  the  perfons  were 
who  figned  it  ?  ^d  not  to  refufe  their  requeft,  becauie  he  had  no 
perfonal  acquaintance  with  them.  The  honourable  gentleman  had 
refufcd  it  alfo,  becaufe  the  reprefcntatives  of  the  ward  in  Common 
Council  had  already  difcufled  the  tendency  of  the  bills,  and  deliver- 
ed their  opinions  on  them  ;  but  what  kind  of  reafoning  was  this, 
and  how  would  it  apply  to  that  Houfe,  if  becaufe  the  reprefcnta- 
tives of  the  people  may  have  happened  to  have  pafled  a  law,  which 
for  ai]gument's  fake,  may  be  fuppofed  diredUy  oppofite  to  the  in- 
tereAs,  happinefs,  and  profperity  of  the  kingdom,  the  people  are 
no  longer  to  have  an  opinion  about  it  ?  He  fubfcribed  to  the  decla- 
ration of  his  honourable  friend  (Mr.  Smith)  that  fuch  proceedings 
were  the  (Irongeft  ai^uments  that  could  be  ufed  againft  the  bills, 
and  quoted  the  inllance,  not  only  of  the  high  (herifFof  York,  but 
of  Northumberland  alfo  ;  and  aAced  whether,  after  the  bills  have 
paffed,  they  or  the  honourable  gentleman  would  think  it  their  duty 
to  attend  that  public  meeting  which  they  had  refufed  to  call  r  He 
fairly  quoted  thefe  as  infbinces  of  the  abufes  which  were  likely  to 
follow  the  paflling  of  the  bills,  and  obferved  that  it  was  remarkable 
when  one  magiftrate  (Mr.  Le  Mefurier)  dated  a  Common  Hall  to 
be  an  improper  mode  of  obtaining  the  fenfe  of  the  people,  and  that 
there  could  be  no  appeal  but  to  the  decifion  of  the  feveral  wards, 
that  now  the  requifition  for  making  that  appeal  (hould  not  be  allow- 
ed. But  as  the  public  meeting  at  Weftminfter,  fo  did  the  Com- 
mon Hall  of  London,  exprefs  the  general  fenfe  of  the  people,  and 
it  was  not  only  confirmed  by  that  petition,  figned  by  200  inhabi- 
tants of  one  ward,  and  the  petition  he  had  prefented,  figned  by 
1 700  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  ward  of  Farringdon  Without,  but 
he  truftcd  it  would  be  confirrr/ed  by  every  other  ward  in  ,the  ratio 
of  five  to  one. 
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Mr.  ANDERSON  explained,  that  he  did  nor  fay  die  meeting 
would  be  fuperfluous  and  impertinent,  but  unneceffary. 

Mr.  WIBERFORCEdifapproved  of  the  condud  of  the  higli 
fherifF  of  York,  becaufe  it  prevented  a  full,  fair,  and  free  dlfcuiTicm, 
and  becaufe  it  prevented  the  majority  of  the  inhabitants,  as  he  fur- 
ipifed,  from  giving  their  approbation  to  the  bills.  If  the  hills  hid 
paffed,  however,  the  meeting  might  have  been  held,  becaufe  it  en- 
trufted  three  magiftrates,  in  cafe  the  (heriff  ftiould  refufc,  with  that 
power  ;  and  among  the  5  3  names  of  the  perfons  who  had  Iigned 
the  requifition,  he  believed  that  inSead  of  three  there  Were  thirty 
magiftrates. — He  then  gave  a  proof  of  the  mifreprefentation  which 
had  been  circulated  through  the  kir^dom,  by  Rating,  that  one  of 
the  York  papers  not  only  had  given  an  account  of  the  Wcrtminilcr 
meeting  which  had  paifed,  but  of  the  Surrey  and  Bedford  meetir^s 
wftich  had  not  taken  place,'  and  of  the  likelihood  of  a  petition  againft 
the  bills  from  the  merchants,  bankers,  and  traders  of  London, 
which  he  attributed  to  the  advcrtifement  for  that  meeting  in  which 
po  banker  was  concerned, 

Mr.  FOX  was  furprifed  at  the  boldncfs  of  gentlemen  on  the  c^- 
pofite  (ide,  who  becaufe  his  honourable  friend  (Mr.  Erfkine)  lud 
faid,  that  he  di  J*not  know  whether  any  banker  had  (igned  that  peti- 
tion, believed  that  no  banker  had  (igned  it,  and  thus  converted  a 
fuppofition  into  a  fed,  although  his  honourable  friend  (Mr.  William 
6mith)  had  given  them  reafon  to  think  otherwife.  The  advcrtite- 
ment  merely  gave  notice  that  a  meeting  of  the  merchants,  bankers, 
and  traders,  was  to  be  held,  who  were  thereby  invited  to  it,  and 
if  the  bankers  did  not  chufe  to  attend,  they  were  at  perfec't 
liberty  to  do  fo.  It  was  fo  eafy  to  aifume  a  fe£t  without  inquiry, 
he  faid,  that  he  was  aftonifhed  that  any  perfon  in  that  Houfe  Oiould 
do  it. . 

Mr.  WILBERFORCE  did  not  affert  the  contrary  on  his  own 
knowledge,  but  oh  the  Authority  of  a  Member  who  had  allertcd  it  in 
his  plaee. 

Mr.  Alderman  NEWNHAM  difclaimed  having  faid  that  no 
banker  figned  the  Petition,  but  he  was  affurcd  by  a  friend  who  at- 
tended the  meeting,  that  having  aiked  if  any  banker  was  prefent  r 
they  were  not  able  to  point  out  to  him  any  one  of  this  defcription. 
He  wifhed  fome  gentleman  would  name  a  banker' that  was  prefent. 

Mr.  W.  SMITH,  on  looking  over  the  lift  of  bankers,  and  the 
names  to  the  Petition,  faw  thofe  of  Dimfdale  and  John  White, 
ffho  certainly  were  bankers. 

Mr.  HENRY  THORNTON  fajd,  he  learned  from  convxr- 
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fation,  that  there  was  the  name  qf^  one.  banker  ligned  to  the  Pc'^ 
tition. 

The  Petition  fiom  Aldcrfgate  Ward  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Sir  WILLIAM  MILNER  read  the  letter  of  the  High  SherifF 
of  York,  in  anfwer  to  the  requifitiony  and  commented  on  the  great 
impropriety  of  his  conduA  in  quitting  the  county  during  his  fliriev- 
altfy  without  leaving  information  where  he  might  be  found,  for 
the  poftfcript  (hted  that  fuch  was  his  intention. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  prefented  a  petition  from  1200  of  the  inha- 
bitants of  Clerkenwell,  which  was  figned  in  twelve  hours  againft 
the  bills,  and  if  there  had  been  more  time  there  would  have  been 
a  much  greater  number,  but  they  afted  under  the  fame  impreflion 
witli  many  other  people,  that  if  the  Petition  was  not  immediately 
prefented,  it  could  not  be  received  at  all. 

Mr.  SECRETARY  AT  WAR  informed  the  Houfe,  that  he 
Was  commanded  by  the  King  to  acquaint  the  Houfe,  that  Colonel 
Cawthome^  of.  the  Weftminfter  Middlefcx  militia,  a  Member  o( 
this  Houfe,  having  been  charged,  by  the  Lieutenant  Colonel  of  his 
regiment  with  improper  condu<ft,  in  breach  pf  the  articles  of  war, 
has  been  put  in  arreft  by  His  Majefty's  command,  in  order  to  his 
being  tried  by  a  Court  Martial. 

Refolved,  That  an  humble  Addrcfs  be  prefented  ^o  His  Majefty, 
teturning  His  Majefty  the  thanks  of  the  Houfe  for  his  gracious 
meflage  of  this  day,  and  for  his  tender  regard  to  the  privileges  of 
this  Houfe,  in  the  communication  which  he  has  been  pleafed  to 
make  to  this  Houfe  of  tlie  reafon  for  putting  Colonel  Cawtlx>rne  in 
arreft. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  faid,  that  it  was  ibund  extremely  difficult  to 
proceed  with  proper  difpatch  in  the  Committee  of  Inquiry,  upon 
the  pamphlet,  entitled^  "  Thoughts  on  Government,"  on  account 
of  the  flow  and  careful  manner,  he  fuppofed,  in  which  the  gentle* 
nten  of  that  Houfe  ate  their  breakfeft.  He  therefore  moved  that 
the  Committee  be  extended,  and  that  Mr.  Howard,  General  Ma- 
dcod,  Mr.  Lambton,  Mr.  Church,  Mr.  St.  John,  Mr.  Hare, 
Sir  William  Milner,  Mr.  Maurice  Robinfon,  Mr.  Crcfpigny,  &c. 
be  added  thereto.  The  motion  was  put  and  carried,  as  was  a  mo* 
^>  '*  That  it  be  an  inftruflion  to  the  Committee  to  fit  to-mdr- 
Jow/*  (this  day). 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  moved  the  reading  of  the  Order  of  the 
Day,  for  the  Houfe  to  refolve  itfelf  into  a  Committee  upon  the  Bill 
f'^  preventing  Seditious  Meetings. 

Mr.  FOX  merely  rofe  to  a(k  when  it  was  probable  that  the  Report, 
^  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  would  come  on  i  Of  courfe,  hi 
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fuppofedy  when  the  bill  had  gone  through  the  Committee,  that  it 
would  be  reported,  and  then  ordered  to  be  printed. 

.  Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  as  ufual,  immediately  after 
the  bill  had  gone  through  the  Committee,  he  ihould  move  for  it  to 
be  printed,  and  that  the  coniideration  of  the  Report  would  come 
forward  'on  Tuefday  next,  and  the  third  reading,  he  fappoTed, 
upon  the  Thurfday  following.  The  greater  number  of  the  Mem- 
bers of  oppofition  withdrew. 

The  Houfe  having  refolved  itfelf  into  a  Committee  on  the  KU 

for  preventing  Seditious  Meetings  and  Aflfemblies,  Mr.  Serjeant  in 

.  the  Chair,  the  Committee  proceeded  on  the  claufes  of  the  bill.  The 

.  number  of  perfons  that  come  within  the  provifions  of  the  bill  muft 

exceed  fifty,  and  the  number  of  the  Juftices  of  the  Peace  that  are 

empowered  to  call  a  public  meeting  are  two. 

When  this  daufe  was  gone  through, 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  faid,  that  the  purpofe  of  his  attending  was  not 
to  propofe  any  alterations  in  the  bill,  fully  pcrfuaded  that  no  alter- 
ation, but  negativing  each  and  every  claufe  of  it,  could  make  it  pa- 
latable to  the  majority  of  the  people..    He  attended  to  watch  fomc 
things  which  were  going  forward.     The  obje<5l  of  this  bill  was  bid 
to  be  to  prevent  fcditious  meetings,  and  tumultuous  aiTemblics,  and 
he  was  now  convinced  more  than  ever  that  this  bill  would  not  anfwcr 
that  purpofe.     It  would  not  prevent  the  difcufTion  of  the  queflion 
of  Peace  and  War,  the  conduft  or  capacity  of  Minifters  to  carry  on 
the  war,  neither  would  it  give  to  Minifters  the  fecurity  which  tbey 
wanted,  though  this  indeed  was  the  very  foundation  of  the  bill,  to 
which,  for  the  purpofe  of  deluding  the  people,  they  had  ^ven  ano- 
.  ther  title.    Jt  was  calculated  to  give  a  fecurity  againft  any  public 
deliberation  of  the  people  on  the  mifcondu£t  of  Minifters.    By  this 
bill  400,000  perfons,  or  any  number  might  aflcmble  and  deliberate 
at  Copenhagen  Houfe,  or  in  an  open  field,  and  there  they  m^t 
.  cahvafs  the  queftion  of  war  and  peace ;  the  whole  condud  of  Mini- 
fters ;  and  hold  what  language  they  pleafed,  whether  temperate  or 
.intemperate,  to  recommend  peace,  or  even  to  withhold  fu{^lics ; 
and  under  the  authority  of  this  bill  no  Juftice  of  Peace  would  have 
any  power  to  interfere  with  their  proceedings,  or  to  attempt  to  dif- 
perfc,  or  even  to  interrupt  their  proceedings.     Gentlemen  might 
wonder  how  this  could  happen.     He  would  tell  them :  By*this  bill 
any  number  of  perfons  might  meet  for  the  purpofe  of  examining  and 
Gonfidering  any  depending  law ;  this  they  cOuld  not  avoid  in  the 
bill  according  to  the  principle  on  which  its  authors  pretended  to  pro- 
ceed.    Every  Supply  bill  offered  to  that  Houfe,  and  fcarcc  a  week 
palfcd  without  fuch  biUsj  was  a  depending  law ;  and  according  to 
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this  ad,  die  people  might  meet  and  diicufs  it ;  and  under  the  dir- 
cuflion  of  a  bill  for  granting  a  fupply  to  His  Majefty,  they  might 
difcufs  the  whole  conduct  pf  the  Kin^s  Minifters,  and  whether  they 
ought  not  to  be  removed  from  His  Majefly's  fervice.  It  was  a  biU 
mther  to  encourage  and  provoke,  than  tofupprefs  tumultuous  meet- 
ings and  aflemblies.  He  did  not  mention  this  in  order  that  any 
new  daufe  (hould  be  inferted,  but  to  (hew  Hie  inefficacy  of  the  bill; 
and  alfo  by  way  of  notice  of  what  ground  he  (hould  hereafter  take 
when  this  bill  came  out  of  the  Committee,  in  order  that  there  (hould 
be  00  colour  for  faying  hereafter,  that  he  took  an  unmanly  part  in 
the  way  he  (hould  oppofe  ihe  bill  in  its  future  (lages.  , 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  gentleman  ufually  attended  bilk 
in  that  Houfe  for  the  pur^e  of  amending  them.     The  honourable 
gentleman  faid  he  had  attended  for  a  diflerent  purpofe,  and  he  would 
confider  what  he  (aid  rather  as  a  notice  of  his  future  ohjeSions  by 
anticipation  than  of  a  debate  in  the  Committee.    He  would  obfervc 
upon  feme  of  his  affertions.     He  faid  that  any  number  of  perfons 
might   meet  as  defcribed  for  the  purpo(e  of  dircu(ring  any  fupplj 
billy  and  then  argue  pn  the  whole  policy  of  the  country.     He  hoped 
the  pf]ovi(ions  of  the  bill  would  not  be  found  liable  to  the  abufe 
vthkh  the  honourable  gentleman  had  anticipated.  He  hoped  alfo  that 
he  would  never  give  the  aid  of  his  abilities  to  fuch  an  evafion  of  the 
principle  of  the  bill,  and  thereby  promote  tumult  and  fedition.— - 
He  did  not  conceive  the  danger  to  which  the  honourable  gentleman 
had  alluded.     If  any  number  of  perfons  met  under  a  nominal  pve« 
text,  and  then  Akufkd  other  topics  foreign  to  it,  he  was  convinced 
they  would  come  under  the  provifions  of  the  bilL  They  could  meet 
however  only  during  Parliament,  and  if  it  (hould  be  found  that  the 
inexhauftible  ingenuity  of  (editious  ai&mblies  required  to  be  ag^n 
encountered  by  (bme  fre(h  meaiure,  he  hoped  that  Parliament  would 
do  its  duty^  but  he  had  rather  leave  that  cafe  to  the  wifdom  of  Par- 
liament, than  anticipate  it  by  any  additional  provifions. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  faid,  he  was  glad  the  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman had  taken  what  he  faid  as  a  notice  of  what  he  (hould  do  here- 
after upon  this  bill :  he  need  not  wonder  he  was  now  a  little  fneet^ 
2t  by  that  right  honourable  gentleman,  about  lending  the  aid  of  ius 
abilities  to  any  meafure,  for  be  had  been  more  than  once  reproached 
br  having  given  himfelf  fo  much  trouble  to  mend  fo  many  of  his 
^  bills.  He  feemcd  to  forget  the  nature  of  the  cafe  now  before 
Parliament,  ^uppofe  Mr.  Thelwall,  or  any  other  perfon,  was  to 
caU  a  mcetii^  at  Copenhagen  Houfe,  when  a  Bill  of  Supply  in-as 
to  be  voted  in  Paliament,  and  that  inflead  of  three  there  (Iiould  be 
tea  tribunes  ercdtsd^  from  whence  to  harangue  the  populace,  could 
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any  thtnp^je  more  r^Iar  in  the  difcuflfion  of  a  Supply  Bill,  than 
tt>  ent^  into  the  circumftances  of  the  war,  the  diftreflfed  (ituation  of 
f^  country,  and  the  mifconduft  of  Miniftcrs  in.the  courTcofit: 
,  It  was  th^  condant  coi^rfe  of  debating  in  Parliament.  There  wa5 
no  ingenuity  required  upon  the  fubjeft ;  the  company  fo  aflemblcd 
would  foOn  find  out  the  incapacity  and  the  tyrannical  difpofition  of 
Minifters ;  and  that  thcfe  were  the  fourcesof  the  misfortunes  and  ca- 
lamities of  this  countiy.  He  (aid  that  advantage  would  be  taken 
of  this  bill,  In  order  to  do  the  very  thing  which  Minifters  aiFe6^ed 
lb  prevent.  The  people  would  avail  themfelves  of  it,  becaufe  they 
were  provoked  to  it  by  the  t)Tannical  and  abfurd  reftriflions  impofcd 
upon  them  by  the  prefent  bill.  He  -ihould  ftate  this  more  at  large 
hereafter  Whether  Miniftors  would  hereafter  bring  in  another 
bill  upon  this  fabjed  he  knew  not,  but  he  was  fure  this  was  inad- 
equate to  the  objeft  for  which  it  was  profeffed  to  be  bixHight  for- 
ward. 

Sir  W.  YOUNG  conceived  that  if  Mr.  Sheridan  thou^t  the 
bill  infufficient  in  this  refpe6t,  the  fair  conclufion  was,  that  he  fliould 
introduce  an  amendment  to  correft  the  deficiency. 

Mr.  Serjeant  ADAIR  thought  that  Mr.  Sheridan  was  very  littic 
.  intitled  to  the  thanks  of  the  Committee  for  fuggefting  the  propriety 
of  a  claufe,  which,  if  brbught  forward,  he  faid,  he  (hould  oppofe. 
He  believed  it  was  not  the  intention  of  Parliament,  and  he  hoped  it 
never  would  be,  to  propofc  a  law  to  prevent  any  number  of  perfons 
from  meeting  to  difcufs  the  nature  of  a  depending  law,  and  under 
fuch  difcuflion  to  include  the  charafler  of  His  Majefty's  Minifters, 
be  they  who  th^y  may.  It  was  to  be  underAood,  however,  that  per- 
fons fo  afTembled  (hould  demean  themfelves  peaceably  and  orderly. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  faid,  he  meant  not  to  propofe  anydaufe; 
he,  on  the  contrary  faid,  he  (hould  oppefe  the  whole  of  the  bill ; 
what  he  faid  was  to  (hew  its  abfurdity,  and  alfo  to  give  notice  of 
the  ground  on  which  he  (hould  oppofe  the  bill  in  its  future  ftages. 

On  the  claufe  which  fubjeds  the  company  to  the  penalties  of  (he 
riot  act,  if  they  continue  for  one  hour  after  proclamation  made  for 
their  difpcrfion,  the  Solicitor  General  propofed  to  fill  up  the  blank 
with  dating  the  offence  to  be  felony  without  benefit  of  clergy,  and 
diat  the  perfons  fo  remaining  (hall  confcquendy  fufler  death. 

Mr.  STANLEY  contended,  that  the  puniihment  of  death  was 
too  fcvere,  and  fuggefted  the  milder  punifhment  of  fimple  felony, 
Ar  mifdemeanor. 

Mr.  MAINWARING  did  not  approve  of  the  claufe.  He  took 
occafion  to  allude  to  the  riot  aft,  which,  he  faid,  had  never  pro- 
duced much  good  efFeft. 
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Mr.  WILBERFORCE  fpoke  againft  the  claufe. 

Sir  PETER  BURREL  faid,  tliai  if  the  crime  was  made  leGs 
than  felony,  without  benefit  of  clergy,  it  would  be  inconiiftent  with 
that  empowering  the  magiflrate  to  difperfe  by  force. 

Sir  WILLIAM  DOLBEN  carncftly  caUcd  on  the  Houfc  to 
^dopc  the  moft  lenient  mode  of  punilhment. 

General  SMITH  was  of  the  fame  opinion. 

For  the  penalty  of  death       — -         80 
For  a  penalty  on  a  mifdemeanor         1 3 

Majorit}%  67 

For  felony,  with  benefit  of  clergy     80 
Againft  it  —  13 

Majority,  67 

The  SOLICITOR  GENERAL  rofe  to  propofe  an  amend- 
ment,  which  he  hoped  would  take  away  the  obje<5tions  which  had 
been  made  to  one  of  the  principal  claufes  in  the  bill.— -The  bill  as 
it  then  ftood,  empowered  the  magiftrate,  upon  his  hearing  any  quef- 
tion  propounded  which  he  conceived  as  tending  to  endanger  the 
Conftitution,  &c.,  .to  read  the  proclam^on  and  compel  them  to 
difperfe,  inftead  of  which,  he  meant  to  propofe,  that  the  magiftrate 
fhould  in  the  firft  inftance,  be  empowered  to  feize  the  perfon  ma- 
king fuch  a  propofitbn^  and  that  it  (hould  only  be  upon  refiftance 
being  made,  that  he  (hould  make  the  proclamation,  and  in  order 
to  proted  the  magiftrate  in  the  difcharge  of  this  duty,  that  any  per- 
fon reiifting  him  by  force,  fhodld  be  guilty  of  felony. 

Mr.  Serjeant  ADAIR  faid,  he  congratulated  the  Houfe  upoa 
the  amendment  which  had  been  made,  as  it  rendered  the  bill,  in 
his  opinion,  totally  unobjedionable.  It  never  was  in  the  contem- 
plation of  thofe  who  introduced  the  bill  to  prevent  the  people  meet- 
ing to  conftder  of  any  real  or  fuppofed  grievances,  it  was  only  to 
prevent  meetings  of  a  very  different  nature ;  and  after  the  amend- 
ment now  propofed,  the  efte^l  of  the  bill  would  go  ^o  farther.  It 
certainly  could  not  be  confidcred  as  a  hardship,  that  men  who 
wi(hed  to  meet  upon  any  difcuflion  of  their  grievances,  (hould  be 
obliged  to  give  a  noiice  of  their  intention,  and  that  when  they  did 
meet,  they  ftioald  meet  with  no  interruption,  unlefs  they  conduc- 
ed diemfelvcs  improperly.  He  was  anxious  that  the  people  (hould 
be  informed  of  this  as  foon  as  poffible,  in  order  that  the  grofs  mif- 
Tqtrefentations  which  had  been  circulated  mi^t  be  done  away. 

Jbc  SOLICITOR  GENERAL  moved,  that  the  blank  in  thp 
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any  thinp^jc  more  regular  in  the  difeuflion  of  a  Supply  Bill,  than 
to  coK  into  the  circumftances?  of  the  war,  the  diftreffed  (ituation  of 
-**■' \xxintry,  and  the  mifcondufl  of  Miniftcrs  in.the  courfeof  it^ 
,  it  was  thp  cionftant  coi^rfe  of  debating  in  Parliament.  There  was 
no  ingenuity  required  upon  the  fubjcft ;  the  company  fo  aflembled 
would  fodn  find  out  th;  incapacity  and  the  tyrannical  difpofition  of 
Minifters ;  and  that  thcfe  were  the  fourcesof  the  misfortunes  and  ca- 
lamities of  this  country.  He  faid  that  advantage  would  be  taken 
of  this  bill,  in  order  to  do  the  very  thing  which  Minifters  afFe^^ed 
lb  prevent.  The  people  would  avail  thcmfelves  of  it,  becaufe  they 
were  provoked  to  it  by  the  tj'rannical  and  abfurd  reftriQions  impofed 
upon  them  by  the  prefent  bill.  He  -fliould  ftate  this  more  at  large 
hereafter.  Whether  Minifters  would  hereafter  bring  in  another 
bill  upon  this  fubjedl  he  knew  not,  but  he  was  fure  this  was  inad- 
equate to  the  objedl  for  which  it  was  profeffed  to  be  brought  for- 
ward. 

Sir  W.  YOUNG  conceived  that  if  Mr.  Sheridan  thought  the 
bill  infuiEcient  in  this  refpefV,  the  fair  conclufion  was,  that  he  fhould 
introduce  an  amendment  to  corredl  the  deficiency. 

Mr.  Serjeant  ADAIR  thought  that  Mr.  Sheridan  was  very  little 
.  intitled  to  the  thanks  of  the  Committee  for  fuggefting  the  propriety 
of  a  claufe,  which,  if  brought  forward,  he  faid,  he  (hould  oppofe« 
He  believed  it  was  not  the  intention  of  Parliament,  and  he  hoped  it 
never  would  be,  to  propofc  a  law  to  prevent  any  number  of  peribns 
from  meeting  to  difcufs  the  nature  of  a  depending  law,  and  under 
fuch  difcuflfion  to  include  the  charaftcr  of  His  Majefty's  Minifters, 
be  they  who  they  may.  It  was  to  be  underftood,  however,  that  per- 
ibns fo  aflembled  (hould  demean  themfelves  peaceably  and  orderly. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  faid,  he  meant  not  to  propofe  any  claufe ; 
he,  on  the  contrary  faid,  he  (hould  oppofe  the  whole  of  the  bill ; 
what  he  faid  was  to  (hew  its  abfurdity,  and  alfo  to  give  notice  of 
the  ground  on  which  he  (hould  oppofe  the  bill  in  its  future  ftages. 

On  the  claufe  which  fubjedls  the  company  to  the  penalties  of  the 
riot  z&y  if  they  continue  for  one  hour  after  proclamation  made  for 
their  difperfion,  the  Solicitor  General  propofed  to  fill  up  the  blank 
with  ftating  the  offence  to  be  felony  without  benefit  of  clergy,  and 
that  the  perfons  fo  remaining  fhall  confcquently  fufler  death. 

Mr.  STANLEY  contended,  that  the  punifhment  of  death  was 
too  fevere,  and  fuggefted  the  milder  punifhment  of  fimple  feloi^, 
or  mifdemeanor. 

Mr.  MA  IN  WARING  did  not  approve  of  the  claufe.  He  took 
occafion  to  allude  to  the  riot  ^A,  which,  he  faid,  had  never  pro- 
duced much  good  effeA. 
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gine  c^Rions  of  tfie  luxiountble  gentleman,  2^  ta  the  (u^pofed 
the  pql^ion  -woi^d  Inweniet  in  a  gvnecal  court,  he  ha^  .hi$  re%« 
for  thinking  that  the  petition  then  prcfented  would  hay«  baid  a 
e  majority;  -     .  . 

VIr.   COURTENAY  aflccd  why  the  Board  of  Coptipl  had 
joined  their  friends,  the  Cowt  of  Dire<aocs,  in  th?ir  petitioq  ? 
t  would  have  k^t  the  fenlb  of  the  Company,  entirely  out  gf 

The  pct^ion  was  ordercid  tp  lie  on  the  table*  ^ ,  » 

Mr.  GREY  prefe nte<)  a  petition,  from  tl^e  county  of  Northyn^- 
liand  \  he  faid,  that  the.  meetuag^  which  it  was  paiTed,  was  thre 
i)^  numerous  ever  known  in  that  county,  and  ip  point  of  periipnil 
i^clabiUty,  equal  to  any  that  had  ever  been  held :  it  was  well  * 
njvn,  the  (berifF  of  that  county  had  before  refufed  to  call  a  meet- 
sg,  but  he  thought  it  proper  to  attend  on  that.occaIion,  and  took 
he  chair  ;  howevcar,  after  having  opened  the  addrefs  to  His  Ma- 
c%  upon  the  late  attack  made  upon  his  Royal  perfon,  without  hav- 
i^  ever  pot  the  qucllion  on  that  addrefs,  or  fuffisring  any  other 
nvodon,  feveral  of  which  were  prefented  to  him  by  the  mod  rcfpeft- 
Uc  characters  in  the  4:ounty,  •  he  left  the  chair j  and  in  that  frr^ag- 
^  way  carried  an  addrefs  which  every  man  in  the  meeting  would 
have  fupported  and  figned.  Upon  his  departure,  however,  that 
Ttfpedable  g^ntl^man,  §ir  John  Swinburne,  was  called  tp  tUe  chair, 
^  the  addrefs  which  he  had  tl^en  the  honour  to  prefent,  .exprefs- 
^  the  moft  decided. difapprobatlon  and  alarm  on  the  fubje(ft  of  the 
t>ills  before  the  Houfe,  was  pafled  unanimoufly.  ; 

Colonel  STANLEY  prefented  a  petirion  from  the  merchants, 
mdcTs,  &C.  of  the  town  of  Liverpool,  in  favour  of  the  bills. 

Mr.  BLACKBURN  prefented  a  petition  to  the  fame  efFcft, 

"Wn  the  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Common  Council  of  Liverpool. 

General  TARLETON  prcfented  a  petition  from  the  merchants, 

inkers,  &c.  &c.  of  the  fame  place,  deprecating  the  bills  ^  hefaid, 

**t  it  had  come  to  his  knowledge,   that  the  Chief  Magiftrate  of 

wcipool  had  refufed  to  call  an  open  public  meeting,  when  appli- 

^Xion  had  been  made  to  him  by  about  thirty  of  the  moft  refpcdable 

gentlemen  in  that  city  ;  but  that  various  arts  had  been  ufed  under 

^^prettxtof  a  petition  for  peace,  andthe  like,  to  obtain  fignaturcs 

pnvately  to  other  papers,    which  he  had  not  fecn,    but  fuppofcd 

^hibcthofcjuft  prefented;  the  petition  which  he  had  the  honour 

^  prefent  was  of  a  different  completion,    it  was  pafled  openly, 

^^  \'xj  only  two  days  for  fignatures ;   and  up^m  examining  the 

names  fubfcribed  thereto,  it  would  be  found  to  contain  thofe  of  men 

.  ^»c  moft  rcfpc6lablc  charad^er  for  private  virtue,  for  public  pro- 

^^^y»  and  for  cxtcnlivc  propcrtv. 

W  XLllI.  '3L 
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Lord  HOOD  prefented  a  petition  from  the  Dean  and  Chapter, 
and  the  High  BaillfF  and  Burgefles-  of  Weftminiler,  in  &voar  of 
the  bills. 

Mr.  I**OX  faid^  this  was  fomething  like  a  proceeding,  which  he 
ivifhed  to  fee,  becaufe  it  at  once  (hewed  the  fort  of  authority  upon 
which  it  had  been  denied  on  a  former  occafion,  that  the  petition 
which  he  had  the  honour  of  prefenting  from  the  dtjr  of  Weftmin* 
iter  did  not  exprefs  the  fenfe  of  that  city ;  had  he  in  contempla- 
tion the  idea  of  a  petition  of  the  kind  then  brought  in  by  di^  ndble 
Lord,  originating  under  the  aufpices  of  the  Biihop  of  Rochcfler,  in 
his  character  of  Dean  of  WeftrnihAer,  and  circulated  by  die  Hi^ 
Bailiff,  he  fhould  have  been  certainly  wrong,  to  fay  die  pedcion 
he  had  prefented  was  the  unanimous  fenfe  of  the  city ;  becaufe  he 
could  not  but  have  known  that  his  Lordfliip's  opinion  was  dircAIy 
adverfe  to  every  thing  he  had  feen  and  heard  in  public  and  private, 
in  general  or  in  pariCh  meetings ;  he  could  not  therefore  but  cxuh 
that  the  petition  prefented  was  brought  in,  as  an  irrefragable  proof 
of  the  univerfality  and  independence  of  that  pedtion  which  he  had 
prefented. 

Mr.  DUNDAS  prefented  a  pedtion  from  the  Provoft  and  Cor- 
poration of  Glafgow,  and  another  from  a  body  of  merchants  of  the 
iame  place,  in  favour  of  the  bills. 

General  MACLEOD  faid,  it  was  remarkable  with  trfped  to 
the  petitions  which  were  prefented  on  the  occafion  of  tfaofe  bills, 
that  the  petitions  in  their  favour  came  from  corporate  bodies  almoft 
generally,  and  thofe  againft  the  bills  from  numerous  and  uninfluen- 
ced meetings. 

Mr.  W.  SMITH  prefented  a  petidon  finom  Wrexham,  in 
Denbighfhire,  againft  the  bills. 

Sir  W.  W.  WYNNE  remarked,  that  the  people  of  Denbigh 
were  in  favour  of  the  bills,  and  that  the  pedtion  was  obtained  hv 
improper  means. 

Mr.  W.  SMITH  quoted  two  letters  that  he  had  received  along 
with  the  petition,  which  ftated,  that  a  paper  had  been  hawked 
about  by  minifterial  agents  at  Wrexham  and  elfewhere,  with  a 
view  to  obtain  fignatures  in  favour  of  the  bills  now  before  Parlia- 
ment \  but  fuch  was  the  general  dctedation  of  all  ranks  againft  them, 
that  no  fignatures  had  been  obtained,  except  of  perfons  dependent 
on  certain  great  men ;  while,  on  the  contrary,  the  peddon  which 
he  prefented  was  ligncd  by  the  mod  independent  and  refpedtablc 
men. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  he  would  poftpone  the  opening 
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}f  the  bodgety  which  fiood  for  WednelHay  next,  till  Monday  next, 
/  Mr.  Grey  would  pve  up  his  motion,  fixed  for  that  day^  to  which 
he  latter  agreed,  and  gave  notice  that  he  would  bring  it  forward  on 
kVednefday  fe'nnight. 

Mr.  JEKYLL  moved,  that  the  Committee  appointed  to  lexa- 
nine  who  was  the  author  of  a  pamphlet  entitled — ^*  Thoughts  on 
he  EnglUh  Government,"  fhould  be  revived,  and  have  leave  to 
tport  from  time  to  time.     Granted. 

General  MACLEOD  faid,  that  .before  the  report  on  the  army 
tQmates  was  taken  into  confideration,  he  wilhed  to  make  certain 
notions,  and- as  that  bulinefs  flood  for  to-morrow,  he  accordingly 
noved,  that  returns  of  the  Irifh  Brigade,  with  their  pay,  be  laid 
•cfore  the  Houfe. 

The  SECRETARY  AT  WAR  informed  the  Houfe  that  the 
[riOi  Brigade  was  a  body  of  men  on  the  Irilh  eftabliihment,  but  by 
I  compromife  was  paid  by  this  country.  They  were  paid  accord- 
ng  to  the  number  of  efFedUve  men,  but  no  returns  were  made  in 
his  country. 

General  MACLEOD  then  withdrew  his  motion. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  faid,  that  the  Committee  appointed  to  inquire 
who  was  the  author  of  the  pamphlet  entitled  "  Thoughts  on  the 
Englifh  Government,"  would  prefent  a  report  to-morrow. 

The  order  of  the  day,  for  the  Houfe  to  rcfolve  itfclf  into  a  Com- 
nuttcc  of  the  whole  Houfe,  to  confider  of  a  bill  for  the  better  fecu- 
rity  of  His  Majefty's  perfon  and  government ;  the  queflion  being 
put,  "  That  the  Speaker  now  leave  the  chair," 

Mr.  ERSKINE  commenced  with  obferving,  that  it  might  ap« 
pear  rather  remarkable,  that  feldom  as  he  attended  the  Hou&,  and 
feldom  as  he  obtruded  himfclf  upon  their  attention,  that  he  fhould 
Hive  fhewn  fuch  zeal  and  adivity  in  oppoling  the  bills  now  pending 
in  Parliament,  and  more  perticularly  that,  on  the  prefent  occaiion, 
he  (hould  hive  flood  up  firft  to  oppofe  the  Speaker's  leaving  the 
chair,  on  a  bill  which  had  for  its  avowed  objedl  the  fecurity  of  His 
Majefty*$  perfon,  and  the  prefervation  of  his  Government.  He 
would  not  degrade  himfelf  fo  far,  as  to  Aate  his  feelings  on  the  out- 
rage which  had  recendy  been  committed  againd  His  Majefty's  per- 
fon, becaufe  he  had  a  right  to  prefume,  that  they  would  be  fup- 
pofed  by  the  world  ^o  be  fuch,  as  muft  have  adVuated  every  humane 
man  upon  the  occaGon.  But  that  no  doubt  might  be  entertained 
of  the  loyalty  of  hjs  fentiments,  he  would  declare,  that  in  his  opi- 
nion the  fafety  of  the  perfon  of  the  Sovereign  was  fo  intimately 
conneacd  with  the  fafetjr  of  the  flate,  that  every  meafureought  to 
be  adopted  which  could  lender  the  perfon  of  the  chief  magiftrate 
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fnore  fecure.— Tfac  pcrfon  who  was  entraftcd  mth  the  cxecotiDn  rf 
the  law  was  placed  upon  a  pinnacle,  expofcd  to  obfcrvadom  and  to 
6nvy  : — ^to  him  was  committed  'the  exercifeof  the  mod  obnoxiow- 
funftions  of  public  jufticCj^  and  on  him  the  odium  of  upopuI.it 
meafures  was  indifcriminately  affixed.  Whatever  fccurity,  there- 
fore, it  was  poffiblc  to  give  to  the  perfon  of  the  Monarch,  it  wis 
wife  and  politic  to  confer  ;  but  the  bill  now  under  confideraticm. 
while  it  diminiftied  the  fecurity  of  the  fubje6t,  gave  no  addition:il 
fccurity  to  the  perfon  of  the  Sovereign.  On  the  contrary,  he  fcrupled 
not  to  affert,  that  it  tended  to  bring  both  thcfafcty  of  his  pcrfon, 
and  the  authority  of  his  Government,  into  new  and  alarming  perils. 
He  took  it  for  granted,  that  none  would  be  difpofed  to  difputc  ±c 
truth  of  the  political  axiom,  that  that  Government  is  the  bcft  whkh 
confers  the  greateft  fecurity  with  the  feweft  reftraints,  and  diat  it  is 
unwife  to  multiply  penalties  without  the  moft  cogent  rcafons  for  the 
multiplication.  There  was  alfo  another  axiom,  which  he  pre- 
fumed  would  command  an  univerfalaflent,  that  it  was  always  im- 
proper to  repeal  ancient  law>,  till  it  be  found,  by  experience  and 
pradlice,  to  be  inadequate  to  the  purpofes  for  which  it  was  inffituted. 
To  prove  the  infufficicncy  of  a  law,  it  was  not  enough  to  far,  that 
a  new  conjunfture  had  arifen,  which  required  new  legal  rcftri6lions, 
without,  in  the  firft  place,  proving,  that  the  cxifting  laws  were  in- 
adequate to  meet  the  emergency  of  this  conjunflure,  and  that  the 
law  propofed  to  be  inftituted  was  calculated  to  remedy  the  dcfkicncr 
of  the  prcfcnt  ftatutes,  and  to  anfwer  the  whole  of  the  purpofc  for 
which  it  was  enafled. 

The  great  principles  upon  which  our  forefathers  a6led  in  pbn- 
ning  the  fyftcm  of  their  jurifprudcnce  were  always  to  coudi  .their 
ftatutes  in  terms  fo  prccife,  that  it  was  not  cafy  to  pervert  their 
meaning  ;  and  never  to  make  the  law  more  fevere  than  was  ncctf- 
fary  in  order  to  anfwer  the  purpofefor  which  it  was  inftituted.  In 
the  ftatutc  of  Edward  the  third,  fo  diftinguiflicd  by  its  majcftic 
fimplicity,  and  fo  remarkable  for  its  brevity,  that  it  was  fcarcrlv 
peffible  for  any  pcrfon  who  had  read  it,  not  to  remember  it,  the  f' 
principles  were  moft  confpicuoufly  difplayed.  That  ftatutc  em- 
braced two  objeds  of  civil  jurifprudcnce,  .the  fafety  of  the  pcrfon  <i 
the  Monarch,  and  tlie  ft:abinty  of  the  Government.  Before  thjf 
law  was  palTcd,  which  even  from  the  period  of  its  enactment,  ex- 
perience has  evinced  to  be  adequate  to  all  the  purpofes  of  its  inTfi- 
tution,  the  country  was  in  that  deplorable  fUuation  to  which  it 
fccmcd  to  be  the  objetfl  of  the  prcfent  bill  to  reduce  it.— 'Tht  , 
every  breach  of  allegiance,  however  trifling,  involved  a  capital 
offence,  and  the  minjuided  enthufiaft  was  confounded  with  the  mi- 
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I^nant  tiaittMr.     The  ftatute  of  Edward  the  thirds  in  the  wdrds  of 
Chief  Juftice  Hale,  whs  ena3ed  as  a  remedial  few,  to  remoTc 
former  oppreffions,  and  tofeeure  the  adminif^ration  of  pure  and  hn- 
partial  juftice.     By  that  flatute,  to  compafs  ^nr  imagine  the  death 
of  the  King,  was  ftatcd  to  be  W^  treafon,  and  for  his  own  part 
he  cx>iild  not  conceive  how  any  law,  however  minute  in  its  provi- 
(ionsy  could  poflibly  provide  more  ftrongly  for  the  faffety  of  the 
K.ing ;  how  it  was  poflible  for  any  enadments,  however  fevere,  to 
plant  a  hedge  by  which^the  perfon  of  the  Sovereign  could  be  more 
focurely  defended,  than  by  the  words  of  that  (latute.     Perhaps  it 
miglht  be  faid  by  fome,  that   the  words  "  compafs  and  imagine," 
vrcre  vague  and  undefined  ;  but  he  would  affert,  it  was  impofTible  to 
invent  terms  of  more  clear  and  appropriate  fignification.  They  were 
lihe  terms  in  which  the  common  law  of  felony  refpedling  the  murder 
of  individuals  was  couched.     And  as  Juftice  Fofter  had  obfervcd, 
the  language  was  transferred  from  the  law  of  felony  to  the  law  of 
treafon,  after  it  was  found  that  the  ftatute  of  felony  was  too  fevere, 
and  that  which  "had  been  in  former  cafes  murder,  as  afFefling  the 
individual,  was  made  treafon,  as  affcding  the  Sovereign.     The 
ieeond  part  of  the  (htute  of  Edward  the  d^ird  declared  levying  war 
agadnft  the  King,  or  granting  comfort  and  protedion  to  his  enemies, 
to  be  high  treafon.     But  why  did  not  our  anccftors  make  the  com- 
pofling  to  levy  war  high  treafon  r     The  rcafon  was,  that  in  the 
benevolence  of  the  principles  by  which  they  were  aftuated,  they 
never  overftcpped  the  neceflity  of  the  occafion.     They  knew  that 
it  was  in  .the  power  of  any  malignant  ruffian  to  attack  .the  perfon  of 
the  King,  and  to  endanger  his  fafety,  and  therefore  in  their  ftatute, 
they  made  the  very  imagination  of  his  death   to  be  high  treafon. 
They  did  not  wait  for  the  execution  of  the  deed,  they  ftruck  at  thcf 
intention  itfelf,  as  foon  at  leaft  as  it  was  difcovered  by  any  overt 
adl.     But  they  held  out  a  confpiracy  to  levy  war  againft  the  King 
as  only  a  mifdemeanor,  becaufe  it  was  a  thoufand  to  one  that  the 
confpiracy  was  too  contemptible  for  notice,  that  it  would  be  dif- 
covercd  before  it  was  ripe  for  execution  ;  or  from  the  oppofitioa 
which  it  would  have  to  encounter,  that  there  would  be  little  mif- 
chicf  tobc  apprehended  from  its  taking  efFedt.     He  did  not  deny, 
that  tlie  firft  aft  of  levying  war  was  an  aS  of  high  treafon  ;  all  he. 
contended  was,  and  he  was  juflified  by  the  maxims  and  the  praftice 
of  our  jurifprudencc   in  afferting  it,  that  merely  a  confpiracy  tp 
levy  war  never  was  accounted  high  treafon.     Our  anceftors  rccol- 
lefted  alfo,  in  framing  the  ftatute,  that  the  firft  motion  of  a  con- 
fpiracy againft  tke  life  of  a  Sovereign,  might  be  fatal  to  his  fafety, 
and  therefore  they  conftitutcd  even  the  confpiracy  into  an  overt  aft 
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of  high  treafon.  Whereas^  a  confpiracy  to  levy  war  again(t  tus 
ngal  capacity,  requiring  greater  force  to  give  it  efFedi  than  the  in- 
dividuals concerned  in  it  might  be  able  to  command^  protefied  as 
the  Throne  was  by  a^powerful  military  guard,  they  determined  that 
it  (hould  not  be  conlidered  as  high  treafon  till  open  violence  was  re- 
ibrted  to,  and  the  operations  of  the  rebellion  had  adually  commenced. 
The  crime  of  confpiracy  was  featcd  in  the  mind,  .and  it  was  only 
from  overt  z&s  that  a  criminal  intention,  either  againfl  the  pcrfon 
or  Government  of  the  King,  could  be  (hewn  tocxift  ;  but  an  overt 
zA  of  confpiracy  againlt  the  perfonal  life  of  the  King,  was  high 
treafon ;  whereas^  an  overt  a<Sl  of  confpiracy  againft  the  regal  capa- 
city of  the  Sovereign,  was  not  high  treafon  according  to  the  exifling 
fiatute.  The  province  of  the  judges,  in  adKng  upon  this  (hitute, 
has  always  been  to  determine  whether  there  was  any  overt  a6l  which 
in  its  nature  condituted  high  treafon,'  and  after  determining  this, 
they  left  it  to  the  jury  to  decide  whether  the  overt  afls  were  proven, 
and  whether,  after  they  were  proven,  guilt  was  brought  home  to 
the  perfons  accufed.  The  Judges  determined  from  the  face  of  the 
indictment,  upon  the  nature  of  the  offence,  and  left  the  fequd  to 
the  jury,  namely,  the  proof,  the  fads,  and  the  guilt  of  the  pri- 
foners,  as  they  could  be  afcertained  from  the  overt  adls.  Overt 
ads  in  themfelves  did  not  conditute  fubdantive  treafon ;  for,  he 
would  contend,  that  all  the  overt  ads  charged  in  a  treafonable  in- 
didmcnt  might  be  proved,  and  yet  that  the  jury  might  find  them- 
felves obliged,  in  juftice,  to  bring  in  their  verdid  not  guilty.  And 
in  this  affertion  he  was  j unified  by  many  deciiions  in  cafes  of  high 
treafon.  Even  in  cafes  of  confpiracy,  liowever,  to  levy  war,  if 
the  confpiracy  involves  an  immediate  defign  of  laying  violent  hands 
upon  the  perfon  of  the  Sovereign,  fuch  a  confpiracy  certainly  was 
an  overt  ad  of  high  treafon,  and  was  provided  for  in  tlie  fird  claufe 
of  the  ftatute  of  Edward  the  third.  Thus,  in  the  cafe  of  Sir  John 
Friend,  who  was  tried  for  high  treafon,  his  objcdon,  founded  up- 
on a  certain  conftrudion  of  that  (latutc,  was  very  incorrcd ;  whereas 
the  opinion  of  Chief  Juftice  Holt,  who  prefided  on«his  trial,  was 
perfedly  conformable  to  the  law.  The  overt  ad  charged  in  his 
indidment  was  the  raiHng  of  troops  in  France,  to  aid  the  caufc  of 
the  Pretender.  —Sir  John  Friend  intcrpofcd  an  objedion,  which  was 
over-ruled  by  the  court,  and  Dr.  Goldfmith  in  confequence,  has 
taken  occafion  to  fay,  that  Friend  made  an  excellent  defence,  but 
that  Jufti:e  Holt  was  prejudiced.  Mr.  Erikine  denied  the  affcr- 
tion,  and  he  did  it  upon  this  ground  :  Sir  John  Friend  faid  that 
the  troops  were  raifed  at  his  inftance,  and  that  the  purpofe  for  which 
they  were  raifed,  was  to  levy  war  againft  the  King  ^  but  rafting  bi| 
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caufe  upon  the  Intention  not  having  been  carried  Into  efled,  he  con- 
tended^ that  he  was  innocent  of  the  charge  of  high  trcafon.     To 
this  the  Chief  Juffice  moft  properly  replied,  that  in  ordinary  cafes^ 
a  oonfpiracy  to  levy  war  certainly  was  not  an  overt  z&  of  high  tiea- 
fon,  but  as  the  immediate  objedJ  of  this  cohfpiracy  was  to  lay  vio- 
lent hands  upon  the  perfon  of  the  King,  it  came  under  the  iirft 
claufe  of  the  ftatute  of  Edward  the  third,  and  to  all  intents  and  pur- 
pofcs  conffituted  an  overt  a^  of  treafon.     Sir  John  Friend's  objec- 
tion could  not  bear  him  out ;  for  the  confpiracy  in  which  he  was 
engaged,  as  afFeding  the  perfonal  fafety  of  the  monarch,  though 
not  high  treafon  in  itfelf,  was  certainly  an  overt  ad  of  treafon,  ex- 
cept he  could  juftify  the  innocence  of  his  intention,  for  it  was  im- 
poilible  to  find  more  powerful  evidence  of  treafonable  intent,  than  a 
purpofe  to  levy  a  rebellious  war,  with  an  immediate  defign  upon 
the  perfon  of  the  King.      But  did  L^rd  Chief  Juftice  Holt  ftate  the 
confpiracy  as  a  fubftantive  treafon  ?     No.     It  was  impoflible  for 
him  or  any  man  to  arraign  the  lurking  intentions  of  the  mind,  and 
therefore,  like  an  honed  man  and  a  found  lawyer,  he  only  dated 
the  fads  as  evidence  of  the  defign,  and  left  the  jury  to  decide 
whether  the  overt  ads,  which  were  proved,  were  proofs  of  guilt  iH 
the  perfon  accufed  }     This  being  the  cafe,  how  was  he  fUrprifed  to 
hear  that  the  prefent  bill  made  no  alteration  in  the  law  of  treafon! 
It  at  lead  made  this  alteration,  that  indead  of  a  plain  ancient  datute 
of  which  there  certainly  had  been  many  condruflions,  but  the  con- 
ftrudions  of  which  were  all  embodied  into  a  regular  line  of  prece- 
dents, that  were  well  undcrdood  by  every  perfon  who  pretended  to 
be  at  all  verfed  in  the  law,  a  new  datute  was  to  be  formed,  and  new 
precedents  were  about  to  be  edablifticd.     The  text  on  which  all  the 
judicial  condrudions  dood  ^as  to  be  cut  down,  and  their  tendency 
evaded,  while  they  would  be  obliged  anew  to  wander  through  all 
the  ambiguities  and  uncertainties  of  the  law.     He  aflced,  what  in 
the  name  of  God  Ihey  meant  by  fuch  a  proceeding  ?     By  the  law  of 
England,  a  confpiracy  to  levy  war  againd  the  life  of  the  Sovereign, 
was  an   overt   a6l  of  high  treafon.   "  Any   confpiracy,  to  levy  war 
againd  the  Government  was  deemed  high  trcafon ;  and  fo  fai*  did  the 
provifions  of  the  bill  extend,  that  even  a  confpiracy  to  pull  down  all 
<hc  bawdy-  houfcs  of  the  kingdom  confign  the  confpirators  to  the  pun- 
iftment  of  traitors.      He  aflced  the  framers  of  the  bill,   if  they  had 
not  embodied  all  the  falfe  condrudions  of  the  datute  of  Edward  the 
third,  on  purpofe  to   make  them  a  danding  law  ;  and  if  even  an 
attempt  to  pull  down  a  few  turnpike  gates  might  not  fubjc<S  a  man 
to  the  penalties  of  high  treafon  ?     But  not  even  ^n  attempt  was 
i^ccffary,   a  confpiracy  was'ali  that  was  required  ;  and  a  letter  in- 


43«  _  Parliamentary        [Coi»m<i!w. 

any  thinp^  \ie  more  regular  in  the  difeuflion  of  a  Supply  BiU»  dian 
to  ent<^  into  the  circumftanccs  of  the  war,  the  diftreffcd  lituation  of 
&  -ountry,  and  the  mifcondudi  of  Miniftcrs  in .  the  couifeofitt 
,  It  was  thf  conftant  coi^rfe  of  debating  in  Parliament.  There  was 
no  ingenuity  required  upon  the  fubjcft ;  the  company  To  aflembled 
would  fodn  find  out  the  incapacity  and  the  tyrannical  difpofition  of 
Minifters ;  and  that  thcfe  were  the  fourcesof  the  misfortunes  and  ca- 
lamities of  this  country.  He  (aid  that  advantage  would  be  taken 
of  this  bill,  in  order  to  do  the  very  thing  which  Miniilers  affe^ed 
lb  prevent.  The  people  would  avail  themfelves  of  it,  becaufe  they 
were  provoked  to  it  by  the  t}'rannical  and  abfurd  reftriflions  impofed 
upr^n  them  by  the  prefent  bill.  He  "ihould  ftate  this  more  at  large 
hereafter-  Whether  Minifters  would  hereafter  bring  in  another 
bill  upon  this  fubjed  he  knew  not,  but  he  was  fure  this  was  inad- 
equate to  the  objedl  for  which  it  was  profeflfed  to  be  brought  fbr-* 
Ward. 

Sir  W,  YOUNG  conceived  that  if  Mr.  Sheridan  thought  Ac 
bill  infufficient  in  this  refpe^^,  the  fair  conclufion  was,  that  he  ihould 
introduce  an  amendment  to  correft  the  deficiency. 

Mr.  Serjeant  ADAIR  thought  that  Mr.  Sheridan  was  very  little 
,  intitled  to  the  thanks  of  the  Committee  for  fuggefting  the  profHiety 
of  a  claufe,  which,  if  brbught  forward,  he  faid,  he  (hould  c^pofe. 
He  believed  it  was  not  the  intention  of  Parliament,  and  he  hoped  it 
never  would  be,  to  propofe  a  law  to  prevent  any  number  of  perfons 
from  meeting  to  difcufs  the  nature  of  a  depending  law,  and  under 
fuch  difcuffion  to  include  the  charader  of  His  Majefty's  Minifters, 
be  they  who  they  may.  It  was  to  be  underftood,  however,  that  per- 
fons fo  aflembled  (hould  demean  themfelves  peaceably  and  orderly. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  faid,  he  meant  not  to  propofe  any  claufe ; 
he,  on  the  contrary  faid,  he  (hould  oppefe  the  whole  of  the  bill ; 
what  he  faid  was  to  (hew  its  abfurdity,  and  alfo  to  give  notice  of 
the  ground  on  which  he  (hould  oppofc  the  bill  in  its  future  (biges. 

On  the  claufe  which  fubjedis  the  company  to  the  penalties  of  the 
riot  acS,  if  they  continue  for  one  hour  after  proclamation  made  for 
their  difperfion,  the  Solicitor  General  ptopofed  to  fill  up  the  blank 
with  ftating  the  offence  to  be  felony  without*  benefit  of  clergy,  and 
that  the  perfons  fo  remaining  fhail  confcquently  fuffer  death. 

Mr.  STANLEY  contended,  that  the  punifhment  of  death  was 
too  fevere,  and  fuggefted  the  milder  punifhment  of  (imple  felony, 
or  mifdemeanor. 

Mr.  MAINWARING  did  not  approve  of  the  claufe.  He  took 
occalion  to  alhide  to  the  riot  ad,  which,  he  faid,  had  never  pro- 
duced much  good  effect 
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Mr.  WILBERFORCE  fpoke  againft  the  claufe. 

Sir  PETER  BURREL  faid,  that  if  the  crime  was  made  lefe 
than  felony,  without  benefit  of  clergy,  it  would  be  inconliftcnt  with 
that  empowering  the  magiftrate  to  difperfc  by  force. 

Sir  WILLIAM  DOLBEN  earneftly  called  on  the  Houfc  to 
^dopC  the  moft  lenient  mode  of  puniftiment. 

General  SMITH  was  of  the  fame  opinion* 

For  the  penalty  of  d^ath        —         80 
For  a  penalty  on  a  mifdemcanor         1 3 

Majority,  67 

For  felony,  with  benefit  of  clergy     80 
Againd  it  —  13 

Majority,  67 

The  SOLICITOR  GENERAL  rofe  to  propofe  an  amend- 
ment, which  he  hoped  would  take  away  the  objecfiions  which  had 
been  made  to  one  of  the  principal  claufes  in  the  bill. «— The  bill  as 
it  then  ftood,  empowered  the  magiflrate,  upon  his  hearing  any  quef- 
tion  propounded  which  he  conceived  as  tending  to  endanger  the 
Conftitudon,  &c.,  .to  read  the  proclamation  and  compel  them  to 
difpcrfe,  indead  of  which,  he  meant  to  propofe,  that  the  magiftrate 
(hould  in  the  firft  inftance,  be  empowered  to  feize  the  perfon  ma- 
king fuch  a  propofition,  and  that  it  (hould  only  be  upon  refinance 
being  made,  that  he  (hould  make  the  proclamation,  and  in  order 
to  protect  the  magtftrate  In  the  dtfchai^e  of  this  duty,  that  any  per* 
fon  refifting  him  by  force,  Ihotild  be  guilty  of  felony. 

Mr.  Serjeant  ADAIR  faid,  he  congratulated  the  Houfc  upon 
the  amendment  which  had  been  made,  as  it  rendered  the  bili»  in 
bis  opinion,  totally  unobjedionable.  It  never  was  in  the  contem^ 
plation  of  thofe  who  introduced  the  bill  to  prevent  the  people  meet- 
ing to  coofider  of  any  real  or  fuppofed  grievances,  it  was  only  to 
prevent  meetings  of  a  very  different  nature ;  and  after  the  amend- 
ment now  propofcd^  the  effeft  of  the  bill  would  go  no  farther.  It 
certainly  could  not  be  confidered  as  a  hardship,  that  men  who 
wiihed  to  meet  upon  any  difcufllon  of  their  grievances,  (hould  be 
obliged  to  give  a  noclce  of  their  intention,  and  that  when  they  did 
meet,  they  (hould  meet  with  no  interruption,  unlefs  they  condu(^-> 
ed  themfelvcs  improperly.  He  was  anxious  that  the  people  (hould 
be  informed  of  this  as  foon  as  pofTible,  in  order  that  the  grofs  mif- 
reprefentatioiis  which  had  been  circulated  migjht  be  done  away. 

The  SOLICITOR  GENERAL  moved,  that  the  blank  in  thp 
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laft  claufe,  relative  to  the  duration  of  the  zQ,  be  filled  up  with  the 
words  **  three  years." 

Mr.  STANLEY  movcd^  to  fubftitutc  « two  years.'* 
The  Committee  divided  ; 

For  the  Solicitor  General's  motion     4.8 

Againft  it  2 

The  Houfe  being  refumed,  the  Report  of  the  Committee  was 
bnnight  up,  and  ordered  to  be  confidcred  on  Tuefday. 
The  billy  as  amended,  was  ordered  te  be  printed. 

Mmday^  ^oth  November. 

Mr.  DAVID  SCOTT  prefented  a  petition  in  favour  of  the 
bills,  which,  he  faid,  was  from  the  Eaft-India  Company. 

Mr.  JEKYLL  expreflcd  his  furpriie  on  hearing  the  honourable 
gentleman  call  that  petition,  the  petition  of  the  Enft- India  Com- 
pany, when,  in  faft,  there  had  been  neither  a  meeting. of  that 
Company,  nor  had  any  rratice  been  given  of  fuch  a  meafure  being 
in  contemplation  ;  there  had  beeti  a  meeting  of  the  Court  of  Direc- 
tors of  that  Company,  indeed,  as  there  ufually  was  every  week,  to 
manage  the  pecuniary  interefts  of  that  numerous  and  opulent  body, 
and  he  had  heard  that  they  had  come  to  the  refolution  uf  prefenting 
a  petition ;  but  he  could  not  fee  upon  what  pretext  or  prefumption 
it  was  that  they  took  upon  themfelves  to  declare  the  private  opinions 
of  their  fuperiors,  the  proprietors,  on  matters  which  belonged  not 
to  the  Court  of  Dirc£lors  to  intermeddle  with.     He  faid,  an  ho* 
nourablc  friend  of  his,  (Sir.  F.  Baring)  had  told  him,  that  the 
petition  of  the  Direftors  was  not  to  have  been  prefented  before 
Tuefday,  and  that  he  had  fome  obfervations  to  offer  to  the  confide- 
ration  of  the  Houfe  thereupon ;  but  he  f^lt  fome  (urprixe  alfo  at 
this  premature  introdudion  of  the  petition,  as  he  had  the  beft 
grounds  to  thinks  that  if  it  had  been  fubmitted  to  a  pu!  lie  general 
court,  which  it  (hould  have  been,  both  in  <;ommon  propriety,  and 
in  order  to  render  its  title  other  than  inaccurate,  the  fubftance  and 
fenfe  would  hayc  been  wholly  different  from  what  it  now  appeared. 
Mr.  DAVID  SCOTT  declared,  that  if  he  had  called  it  the 
petition  of  the  Eaft- India  Company,  it  was  entirely  by  mUlake,  as 
he  muft  have  known  it  to  be  the  aft  of  the  Court  of  Direftors;  for 
it  was  fubfcribed  by  that  body ;  yet,  he  would  confefs,  that  on  a 
Tcconfidefation,  he  might  have  called  it  the  petition  of  the  Com* 
pany,  without  any  violation  of  propriety,  fince  the  Dircdors,  being 
inveded  with  the  executive  authority  of  the  Company,  had  moft 
undoubtedly  a  right  to  exprefs  the  fentiments  of  their  coniUtuents 
upon  occafions  of  fuch  great  moment  as  the  prcfent ;  and  as  to  the 
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ioi^^uiiie  opinions  of  die  honourabk  gentleman,  »  to  the  (uppofed 
fate  the  pe^ioa  woi^d  h3ve*;i]Qet  in  a  genecal  court,  he  haid  his  res^r 
fons  for  thinking  that  the  petition  then  prcfented  would  have  hs^d  a 
Urgt  majority;  .  . 

Mr.  COURTENAY  alked  why  the  Board  of  Control  had 
oat  joined  their. friends,  the  Court  of  Pire^ocs,  in  th^r  petitioq .? 
that  worid  have  kq)t  the  fen£:  of  the  Coi;npany.  entirely  out  qf 
difpute!  .   .      ' 

Xhe  petition  was  ordercjd  to  He  on  the  table.  , ,  ^ 

Mr«  GREY  prefentec)  a  petitioa  from  tt>e  county-  of  North^n^- 

bcrland )  he  faid,  that  tb& meetiogat  which  it  was pafTed,  was  the 

moft  numerous  ever  known  in  that  county,  and  in  point  of  perianal 

refpedability,  equal  to  any  that  had  ever  been  held :  it  was  well  * 

known,  the  (beriff  of  that  county  had  before  refufed  to  oall  a  meet- 

ing»  but  he  thought  it  proper  to  attend  on  thatxxxalion,  and  took 

the  chair  ;  however^  after  having  opened  the  addrefs  to  His  Ma- 

jcfty  upon  the  late  attack  made  upon  his  Rc^al  perfon,  without  hav- 

ii^  ever  put  the  quei^ion  on  that  addrefs,    or  fuffering  any  other 

motion,  feveral  of  which  were  prcfented  to  him  by  the  moft  rcfpcdl- 

Ue  duura^ers  ip  the  4:ounty,  he  left  the  chair^  and  in  that  fn-og- 

^cd  way  carried  an  addrefs  which  every  man  in  the  meedng  would 

have  fupported  and  (igned.     Upon  liis  departure,   however,  that 

refpedable^g^tl/sman,  ^ir  John  Swinburne,  was  called  tp  the  c)iair, 

and  the  addrefs  which  he  had  tl^en  the  honour  to  prefent,  .exprefs- 

ing  the  moft  decided,  difapprobation  and  alarm  on  the  fubjedl  of  the 

bills  before  the  Houfc,  was  paifed  unanimoufly.  .  ; 

Colonel  STANLEY  prcfented  a  petition  from  the  merchants, 
traders,  &C.  of  the  town  of  Liverpool^  in  favour  of  the  bills. 

Mr.  BLACKBURN  prcfented  a  petition  to  the  fame  efFoft, 
fiiom  the  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Common  Council  of  Liverpool. 
General  TARLETON  prcfented  a  petition  from  the  merchants, 
bankers,  &c.  &c.  of  the  fame  place,  deprecating  the  bills  ^  hefaid, 
that  it  bad  come  to  his  knowledge,  that  the  Chief  Magidrare  of 
Liverpool  had  refufed  to  call  an  open  public  meecing,  when  appli- 
cation had  been  made  to  him  by  about  tliirty  of  the  moft  refpedable 
gentlemen  in  that  city  \  but  that  various  arts  had  been  ufcd  under 
tfaepretext  of  a  petition  for  peace,  andtlic  like,  to  obtajn  fiijnaturcs 
privately  to  other  papers,  which  he  had  not  fecn,  but  fuppofcd 
might  be  thofcjud  prcfented;  the  petition  which  he  had  the  hoiUDur 
to  prefent  was  of  a  diScrent  compkc^ion,  it  was  paflcd  openly, 
and  lay  only  two  days  for  fignatures ;  and  upon  examining  the 
names  fubfcribed  thereto,  it  would  be  found  to  contain  thofe  of  men 
of  the  moft  rcfpc<5Vable  charad^er  for  private  virtue,  for  public  pro- 
bitv,  and  for  extcniivc  propcrtv. 
Vol.  XLill.  '  3L 
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Lord  HOOD  prefented  a  petition  from  the  Dean  and  Chapterj 
and  the  High  BaQifF  and  Burgefler  of  Weftxninfter,  in  fiivour  of 
thebilliB. 

Mr.  fox  faid^  this  was  fomething  like  a  proceeding,  which  he 
wifhed  to  fee,  becaufe  it  at  once  (hewed  the  fint  of  authority  upon 
which  it  had  been  denied  on  a  former  occafion,  that  die  pcdtkn 
which  he  had  the  honour  of  prefenting  from  the  city  of  Wcftmin- 
fier  did  not  exprefs  the  fenfe  of  that  city ;  had  he  in  contemph- 
tion  the  idea  of  a  petition  of  the  kind  then  brought  in  by  die  noble 
Lord,  originating  under  the  aufpices  of  the  K(hop  of  Rochefler,  in 
Ws  character  of  Dean  of  Weftniihfter,  and  circulated  by  the  Hig^ 
BailifF,  he  ihould  have  been  certainly  wrong,  to  fay  die  pedtion 
he  had  prefented  was  the  unanimous  fenfe  of  the  city ;  becaufe  he 
could  not  but  have  known  that  his  Lordfhip's  opinion  was  <BreftIy 
adverfe  to  every  thing  he  had  feen  and  heard  in  public  and  private, 
in  general  or  in  parifh  meetings ;  he  could  not  therefore  but  exult 
that  the  petition  prefented  was  brought  in,  as  an  irrefragaUe  proof 
of  the  univerfality  and  independence  of  that  petition  which  he  bad 
prefented. 

Mr.  DUND AS  prefented  a  petition  from  die  Provoft  and  G)r- 
poration  of  Glafgow,  and  another  from  a  body  of  merchants  of  the 
fiime  place,  in  favour  of  the  bills. 

General  MACLEOD  faid,  it  was  remarkable  with  refped  to 
the  petitions  which  were  prefented  on  the  occafion  of  thofe  bills, 
that  the  petitions  in  their  favour  came  from  corporate  bodies  altnoft 
generally,  and  thofe  againft  the  bills  from  numerous  and  uninfluen- 
ced meetings. 

Mr.  W.  SMITH  prefented  a  petition  fipom  Wrexham,  in 
Denbighfhire,  againft  the  bills. 

Sir  W.  W.  WYNNE  remarked,  diat  the  people  of  Denbigh 
were  in  favour  of  the  bills,  and  that  the  petition  was  obtained  by 
improper  means. 

Mr.  W.  SMITH  quoted  two  letters  that  he  had  received  along 
with  the  petition,  which  ftated,  that  a  paper  had  been  hawked 
about  by  minifterial  agents  at  Wrexham  and  clfewherc,  with  a 
view  to  obtain  fignaturcs  in  favour  of  the  bills  now  before  Parlia- 
ment \  but  fuch  was  the  general  dcteflation  of  all  ranks  againft  them, 
that  no  fignatures  had  been  obtained,  except  of  perfons  dependent 
on  certain  great  men ;  while,  on  the  contrary,  the  petition  which 
he  prefented  was  figned  by  the  moft  independent  and  rcfpciftabk 
men. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  he  would  poftponc  the  openinj 
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of  Ac  budget,  which  ftood  for  Wednefclay  next,  till  Monday  next, 
if  Mr.  Grey  would  give  up  his  motion,  fixed  for  that  day,  to  which 
the  latter  agreed,  and  gave  notice  that  he  would  bring  it  forward  on 
Wednefday  fe'nnight. 

Mr.  JEKYLL  moved,  that  the  Committee  appointed  to  exa- 
mine who  was  the  author  of  a  pamphlet  entitled — **  Thoughts  on 
the  Englifh  Government,"  fhould  be  revived,  and  have  leave  to 
report  from  time  to  time.     Granted. 

General  MACLEOD  faid,  that  before  the  report  on  the  army 
cftimates  was  taken  into  confideration,  he  wilhed  to  make  certain 
motions,  and  as  that  buiinefs  ftood  for  to-morrow,  he  accordingly 
moved,  diat  returns  of  the  Iri(h  Brigade,  with  their  pay,  be  laid 
before  the  Houfe. 

The  SECRETARY  AT  WAR  informed  the  Houfe  that  die 
Iriih  Brigade  was  a  body  of  men  on  the  Iri(h  eftabli(hment,  but  by 
a  compromife  was  paid  by  this  country.  They  were  paid  accord- 
ing to  the  number  of  efiedtive  men,  but  no  returns  were  made  in 
this  country. 

General  MACLEOD  then  withdrew  his  motion. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  faid,  that  the  Committee  appointed  to  inquire 
who  was  the  author  of  the  pamphlet  entitled  '^  Thoughts  on  the 
Engliih  Government,"  would  prcfent  a  report  to-morrow. 

The  order  of  the  day,  for  the  Houfe  to  refolve  itfelf  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  whole  Houfe,  to  confider  of  a  bill  for  the  better  fecu- 
rity  of  His  Majefty's  perfon  and  government ;  the  queftion  being 
put,  "  That  the  Speaker  now  leave  the  chair," 

Mr.  ERSKINE  commenced  with  obferving,  that  it  might  ap- 
pear rather  remarkable,  that  feldom  as  he  attended  the  Houfc,  and 
feldom  as  he  obtruded  himfclf  upon  their  attention,  that  be  (hould 
have  (hewn  fuch  zeal  and  adlivity  in  oppofing  the  bills'  now  pending 
ia  Parliament,  and  more  perticularly  that,  on  the  prefent  occaiion, 
he  (hould  hive  flood  up  fird  to  oppofe  the  Speaker's  leaving  the 
chair,  on  a  bill  which  had  for  its  avowed  objed  the  fccurity  of  His 
Majefty's  perfon,  and  the  prefervation  of  his  Government.  He 
would  not  d^rade  himfelf  fo  far,  as  to  (late  his  feelings  on  the  out- 
rage which  had  recently  been  committed  againft  His  Majefty's  per- 
fon, becaufe  he  had  a  right  to  prefumc,  that  they  would  be  fup- 
pofed  by  the  world  to  be  fuch,  as  muft  have  afluated  every  humane 
man  upon  the  occafion.  But  that  no  doubt  might  be  entertained 
of  the  lov'alty  of  hjs  fentiments,  he  would  declare,  that  in  his  opi- 
nion the  fafety  of  the  perfon  of  the  Sovereign  was  fo  intimately 
conne«acd  with  the  fafcty  of  the  (late,  that  every  meafure'ought  to 
be  adopted  which  could  render  the  perfon  of  the  chief  magiffaat^ 
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learned  friend  of  blending  fome  arguments  which  related  chicflj  to 
the  bill  which  had  been  difcufled  upon  a  fornner  evening,  with  his 
reafoning  upon  that  bill  which  was  now  more  particularly  under 
their  conlideration.      It  was  undoubtedly  the  duty  of  every  man  to 
<)eclarehis  opinion  upon  a  public  queftion  of  importance  ;  but  as  to 
the  prcfent  bill,  in  its  prefent'ftage,  he  could   fee  no  fatisfa^orv 
reafon  for  oj^fing  it.     The  queftion  for  the  confideration  of  tlic 
Houfe  was,  not  whether  there  was  any  agnbiguity  in  the  provifions 
of  the  bill— not  whether  there  was  too  great  fcverity  in  its  penalties 
•—not  whether  it  was  a  mere  explanation  of  the  aft  of  the  25th  of 
Edward,  or  introdijced  laws  of  a  new  defcription — not  whether  ilic 
bill  was  fit  to  be  received  by  the   Houfe :  but  the  qucftion  was, 
whether,  after  having  undergone  two  readings,  the  Houfe  ihould 
again  recur  to  the  ground  they  had  before  gone  over,  and  connder 
whether  the  principle  of  the  bill  would  bear  it  out — or  whether, 
by  meliorating  the  provifions  of  it,  6r  adopting  them  as  they  fiood, 
they  (hould  bed  render  it  efFeftive  to  its  end.     He  contended  that 
this  bill  did  not  go  beyond  the  fiatute  of  the  25th  of  Edward  the 
third  ;  he  liad  never  known  one  meafure  more  eiTential   fince  the 
formation  of  that  (latiKe  than  the  prcfent,  inafmuch  as  it  more  clear- 
ly defined  and  explained  the  purport,  meaning,  and  intent  of  that 
ftatute,  while  it  moft  (triftly  followed  the  letter  and  fpirit  of  it.— 
He  had  paid  a  general  attention  to  the  petitions  which  had  been  laid 
upon  the  table  againft  the  bills,  and,  from  the  declarations  of  his 
learned  friend,  he  underflood,  that  he  followed  the  general  propo- 
(itions  laid  down  in  thofe  petitions,  that  the  law  of  treafon  was  not 
only  perfcflly  adequate  to  the  prevention  and  punifliment  of  tlic 
crime  of  treafon,  but  that,  under  the  plain  letter  of  the  law  as  it 
now  flood,  was  fo  explicit  and  intelligible  as  to  admit  no  mifcon- 
ftrudion.     Here  he  differed  with  him  j  becaufe,  if  the  law  of  trea- 
fon, according  to  the  25th  of  Edward  the  third,  be  fo  clear,  explicit, 
and  intelligible,  what  occalion  was  there  for  the  learned  gentleman 
in  the  year  1795  to  deiire  the  Houfe  to  look  to  all  the  judicial  ex- 
pofitipns  upon  it  ?     He  agreed  with  him,  that  all  judicial  expofi- 
tions  of  the  law  were  not  to  be  looked  at,  but  with  jealoufy,  parti- 
cularly thofe  upon  the  law  of  treafon  ;  bccaufe  every  quef>ion  of 
treafon  afFefted  the  life  of  an  individual ;  but  he  obferved  alfo  the 
flatutCLof  the  25th  of  Edward  the  third  had  provided,  that  in  all 
quefUons  of  doubt  and  uncertainty,  an  appeal  fliould  be  made   to 
Parliament  for  a  more  definite  and  fatisfadlory  cxpofition ;  and  it  wiis 
upon  this  principle  that  the  prefcnt  bill  was  introduced.     Accord- 
ing to  the  declaration  of  his  learned  friend,  the  ftatute  pf  the  25lh 
of  l.dward  the  third  ^vas  fo  plain,  tliat  thofe  who  ran  might  read, 
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and  thofe  who  read  undjcrAand  it;  but  when  he  recollected  how 
many  conflrudlions  had  been  put  upon  that  ftatute^  how  many  deci- 
iions  had  been  given  as  to  thepaiTage  upon  levying  war,  and  when 
he  remembered  all  the  diftindions  of  adtual  and  conftrudtive  war, 
he  could  not  coincide  in  this  opinion.     He,  therefore,  thought  it 
a  wife,  a  prudent,  and  nece/Tary  a£t  of  the  Icgiflature,  to  pafs  a 
law,  like  the  prefent,  upon  that  fliatute,  inafmuch  as  it  muA  tend 
to  the  benefit  of  the  common  weal,  and  to  the  fafety  of  the  fubjedt, 
to  render  that  law  lefs  ambiguous.     He  repeated,  that  Parliament 
had  been  referred  to  in  all  ages,  not  only  for  the  enactment  of  new 
laws,  but  for  the  expofition  of  old  ones,  and  that  the  law  of  treafons 
required  fuch  an  expofition  ;  for  as  Lord  Hale  had  faid  in  his  judi- 
cial expofition  of  treafon — "  Let  no  man  fuppofe  that  thefc  treafons 
arc  not  included  in  the  ftatutc  of  Edward  the  third."     So  it  was 
ncceflary  that  Parliament  (houldmore  diftin£lly  and  immediately 
dcfcribc  what  was,  and  what  was  not  treafon,  by  giving  notice  that 
that  (latute  would  attach  to  fuch  and  fuch  crimes  ;  and  upon  the 
fame  principle  did  Lord  Hale   fay,  in  his  obfervations  upon  the 
llatutc  of  Richard  the  fecond,  that  the  imagination  of  the  depolt- 
tion  of  the  King  was  included  in  the  language  of  Edward  the  third- 
In  doing  this,  no  man  could  hefitate  to  adopt  the  language  of  the 
preamble  of  the  firft  of  Queen  Mary,  if  any  fimilarity  in  the  cir- 
cumftances  could  warrant  it :  But  if  it  was  (hewn  that  this  went 
no  farther  than  the  provifions  of  25th  of  Edward  the  third,  did  it 
follow  tliat  the  preamble  of  this  a<Sl  (hould  adopt  the  fame  fenti- 
ments  as  that  of  Queen  Mary  ?     His  honourable  and  learned  friend 
had  endeavoured  to  ihew,  that  an  ad  of  ho^ility,  fuch  as  levying  war 
againft  the  King,  if  not  coupled  with  aii  intention  to  compafe  his 
death,  was  not  treafon.  —  He,  for  his  part,  thought  otherwife.      If 
then  it  was  doubtful  what  interpretation  might  arife  upon  the  law, 
it  was  fit  that,  by  the  intcrpofition  and  a<S  of  the  legiflaturc,  that 
point  (hould  be  put  at  reft.     With  all  due  refpe£^,  however,  for 
the  opinion  of  his  learned  friend  (and  no  one  could  value  it  more 
highly   than   he  did),  he    would  affirm  it  as  his  opinion,    thai 
in  ftridl  fenfe  and  interpretation  of  law,  he  who  compaffed  the  dc- 
pofition  of  the  King,  compaffed  his  vdeath,  and  was  to  all  intents 
and  purpofes  guilty  of  high  treafon  :  and,  he  would  haxard  an  affer- 
don,  that  all  the  le^  and  judicial  authorities  were  in  favour  of  thai 
polition.     While  a  (hadow  of  doubt  however  remained  to  obicurc 
the  fubjeft,  the  Parliament  (hould  remove  it :  and 'tell,  in  explicit 
and  unequivocal  terms,  what  the  law  really  was. — :Hc  admitted 
that   in  ordinary  cafes  it  might  happen  (as  ftated  by  his  learned 
frieod),  that  a  perfon  might  form  an  intention  to  maim,  wound  4»r 
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imprifony  and  yet  not  mean  to  take  away  the  life  of  the  objcA ; 
but  fuch  cafes  as  the  prefent  were  goveitied  by  a  different  princU 
pie  ;  and  the  laws  diftindtly  dated  that  if  any  perfon  meant  to  da 
an  z&,  which  in  its  ordinary  and  natural  confequcnces  might  brir^ 
about  the  death  of  the  King,  that  perfon  was  guilty  of  compaffii^ 
die  King's  death ;  this  was  laid  down  by  Hale,  and  all  the  great 
crown  lawyers.  In  the  cafe  of  Sir  John  Friend,  Trcby  fay?,  for  he 
was  fitting  by  Lord  Chief  Juftice  Holt  at  the  time,  that  the  Lord 
Chief  Juftice  informed  the  jury,  if  they  had  no  evidence  tfiat  the 
defendant  compafled  or  imagined  the  King's  death,  but  confirm  liis 
intentions  folely  to  the  depofition,  he  came  within  the  pcnalt>'  of 
the  ilatute,  and  was  guilty  of  hightreafon.  The  Attorney  General 
confeffed  htmfelf  exaflly  of  the  fame  opinion  \  for  although  Sir  John 
Friend  had  previoufly  fo  arranged  matters,  that  King  William 
fhould  have  been  merely  difpoffcffed  of  the  throne  of  this  realm,  and 
have  been  fufFered  to  efcape  unhurt  to  Holland,  yet,  he  would  fay, 
diftindly  this  was  trcafon.  The  Attorney  General  farther  fupport- 
ed  his  opinion  by  the  cafes  of  Hardwicke  and  Lord  Lovat,  and 
then  urged  that  the  (ingle  queftion  for  the  Houfe  would  be,  to  inform 
the  people  what  the  law  of  treafon  was,  and  if  it  be  found  that  the 
law  was  either  inexplicit  or  deficient,  then  the  fingle  queftion  for 
the  Houfe  would  be,  to  enaS  fuch  a  law  as  might  anfwer  the  occa- 
fion.  He  then  adverted  once  nK>re  to  the  ftate  trials,  a  fubjcd  he 
did  not  wi(h  to  introduce  into  that  Houfe  any  oftener  than  circum- 
ftances  rendered  abfolutely  neceflary.  Though  a  traitorous  confpi- 
racy  was  not  proved  at  thofe  trials,  he  faid,  a  dcfign  to  traduce  and 
fubvert  the  Confiitution  and  Government  of  the  country  was  made 
manifeft  by  meetings  which  had  never  before  exifted,  and  by  the 
publication  of  libels  to  which  this  country  had  been  a  ftrangcr.  This 
defign  was  fully  made  out  to  his  mind;  and  if  fuch  was  his  genuine 
imprcflion,  he  thought  it  not  only  his  duty  to  ftate  it  to  the  Houfe, 
but  to  fubmit  fuch  provifions  as  fhould  appear  neceflfary  againft  the 
repetition  of  fuch  offences,  and  to  fupport  them  with  his  bcft  ability. 
If  the  Houfe  differed  with  him  in  this  idea,  it  was  at  liberty  to  aft 
as  it  pleafcd  ;  but  if  ever  the  time  came,  when  their  habitations 
ihould  be  tumbling  down  upon  them,  and  they  (hould  blame  them- 
fclves  for  having  been  too  fupine,  he  dcfired  them  to  remember  that 
no  blame  could  reft  with  him,  and  that  he  -had  at  leaft  told  them 
of  their  danger.  He  reminded  all  men  of  property,  amongft  whom 
he  did  not  exclufively  clafs  men  of  wealth,  eftates,  and  fplendiJ 
poffeffions,  but  all  thofe  who  thought  that  the  liberty  of  Britons  was 
their  moft  valuable  property,  that  a  revolution  never  could  enrich 
tlie  poorer  daffes,  but  would  make  the  country  poor  indeed.     Upon 


Kov.  30.]  feEftATlES*  45t 

thcfe  grounds  he  felt  the  obligation  to  introduce  the  pnsient  lawi 
He  proceeded  in  his  obfervatiops,  by  commenting  on  the  peculiaf 
care  iivhicji  die  laws  of  treafon,  according  to  the  judicial  expoffitions^ 
took  of  the  pcrfon  of  the  King,  and  ftated,  in  the  words  of  an  hO" 
nourable  friend,  that  the  late  proceedings  which  juiUfied  thefe  mea- 
fures  were  not  Engli{h|  but  French  treafon,  and  adduced  another 
aigumcnt  in  favour  of  his  declaration,  from  the  commitment  of 
Frith,  the  maniac,  by  the  late  Lord  Chancellor,  as  guilty  of  high 
treafon,  not  becaufc  Lord  Thurlow  (fbuld  imagine  that  t  fmall  peb-^ 
ble  was  likely  to  kill'  the  King,  but  becaufe  it  was  marked  by  cir-* 
cuoiftances  of  peril  which  at  £r(l  indicated  a  treafonable  intention. 
On  the  fuppofition,  however^  that  this  was  not  the  law  of  the 
coiintry^  and,  independent  of  any  connexion  with  the  focieties,  he 
afked  whether  there  was  ever  an  inftance  of  a  (imilar  attack  upon 
the  Sovereign  as  that  which  was  made  the  firft  day  of  the  feflion ; 
or,  whether  there  was  ever  ari  2Q  which  more  earnellly  csiUed  upon 
Parliament  to  explain  the  law  of  treafon,  or  propdfe  fome  jicw  pro- 
vifions  ?  As  to  'the  obje6^ion  made  by  his  honourable  and  learned 
friend  to  the  wording  of  the  proviiion,  he  would  only  remark^  iii 
vindication  of  it,  that  the  words  were  t^e  fameufed  iil  every  indi^-* 
meat  for  high  treafon, — This  his  learned  friend  certainly  knew^ 
and,  he  dared  to  fay,  had  candour  enough  to  acknowledge— But 
fuppoiing  the  words  were  objectionable,  was  that  a  reafon  for  not 
g'ling  into  the  Committee,  where  they  might  be  altered  ?  He  con- 
fefled  that,  in  his  opinion,  the  bill  might  be  made  more  analogous 
to  thelaw^  and  more  efficient"  to  the  objeds  and  purpofes  It  had  lit 
view ;  but  it  was  in  a  Committee  alone  that  could  be  done*-— I'hc 
oppoiiiion  of  his  honourable  friend,  therefore,  fccmcd  to  hinS  to  be 
peculiarly  ill -timed  and  improper.      In  the  Committee,  too,  the 
bill  tni^t  be  rendered  more  prceifely  explanatory  of  the  overt  afls, 
and  receive  fuch  alterations  as  might  take  away  all  caufe  fot  jea- 
loufy  ;  for  he  agreed  it  was  defifable  that  no  jealoufy  fhould  be  left, 
if  poffible,  on  fuch  a  fubjed*     His  learned  friend  has  fpoken  much 
of  the  feverity  of  the  punifhment  of  certain  mifdemeanors ;  but  he 
would  remind  the  Houfe,  that  at  former  times^  mifdemeanors  were 
held  highly  punifliable.     A  great  perfon,  (Lord  Thurlow)  whom 
he  was  bound  to  revere,  and  whofc  protcdtion  of  him  demanded, 
and  fhotild  ever  have  his  gratitude  and  eftcem^  had,  when  Attorney 
General,  profiecuted  a  perfon  for  a  libel,  (Mr.  Home  Tooke,  we" 
bdieve)  and  moved  the  Court  that  be  (hould  be  j)illoried,  tlwu'^h 
tbelibd  upon  record  was  not  like  the  modenf  publications,  a  libel 
on  the  Government  and  Conftitutioti  of  the  country,  and  degrading 
to  the  moft  (acred  and  .honourable  charadter^,  but  merely  a  libel 
Vol.  XLIIL  3  N 
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concerning  the  adminiftration  of  the  kingdom.  Now  with  refped 
to  the  firft  offence  under  this  (latute,  he  obfervedy  a  nufdemeanor 
was  liable  to  be  punilhca  by  common  law.  By  the  prdent  bill, 
the  nature  of  the  crime  was  not  altered,  though  the. mode  of  con- 
vidlion  was,  and  that  in  a  way  favourable  to  the  oficndcr.     For 

• 

whereas,  in  other  cafes  one  witnefs  was  fufiicient  to  convift,  by  this 
bill  the  concurrence  of  two  witneffes  was  neceflary :   And,  on  a 
wilful  and  malicious  repetition  after  convidion,  was  it  not  rcafoo- 
able  to  reftrainand  mark  the  offence  by  a  more  fignal  penalty  ?  He 
then  entered  into  general  arguments  in  favour  of  the  bill,  remarking, 
•  that' about  the  latter  end  of  the  year  1791,  a  fyftem  of  opinions, 
and  of  i&ion  pcrfeflly  novel,  was  introduced  in  this  country. — 
Meetings  were  formed  upon  a  new  principle  of  affociation,  in  which, 
as  his  learned  friend, '  Mr.  Grant,  had  obferved  the  other  evcnii^ 
in  a  fpcech  that  would  be  remembered  fo  long  as  the  deliberations 
of  that  Houfe  were  ever  remembered,  the  machinations  of  a  few  in- 
dividuals, leagued  together  like  thofe  who  produced  the  French  re- 
volution, circulated  libels  which  in  their  nature  and  extent  required 
fome  reftridtion.  The  Government  of  this  and  every  other  country, 
be  continued,  was  founded  on  opinion  ;  and  who  was  there  in  tl»t 
Houfe  who  did  not  remember  about  ten  years  ago,  that  the  Confti- 
tution  was  confidered  as  the  fource  of  all  our  bleflings,  the  fecurity 
of  all  private  happinefs,  and  the  foundation  of  all  public  reijpefi, 
the  pride  and  boaft  of  the  natives,  the  envy  and  admiration  of  fo- 
reigners, and  the  fincft  model  of  pra»^ical  liberty  ?    Thcfe  Ibdetics 
had  fet  out  with  the  dodrine,  that  the  will  of  the  majority  was  pa- 
ramount to  all  other  rights  ;  but  when,  upon  putting  it  to  the  tcti, 
the  enemies  of  the  Conftitution  found  that  the  will  of  the  majority 
was  in  its  favour,  it  became  neceffary  to  their  views  to  write  down 
every  thing  that  was  valuable.    This  was  done,  not  in  abihad  pub- 
lications— not  by  fair  difcuffiou — not  inihe  common  and  cuiiomary 
modes  and  channels  of  conveyance  ^  but  in  the  moft  wicked  Hbds 
upon  Government,  and  upon  every  pcrfon  eminent  for  talents  anJ 
virtue-*  fcattercd  by  focietics  through  the  country,  in  numbers  be- 
yond calculation,  and  in  fuch  editions  as  enabled  them  to  deal  out, 
at  the  cheapeft  rate,  their  infernal  poifon  ;  (hewing,  that  the  Go- 
vernment was  ap  impolmon;  that  the  King,  inflead  of  doing  n..> 
wrong,  could  do  no  gfiod  ;    that  hereditary  government  was  an 
ufurpation  ;  and  that  the  Conftitution  was  a  fcandalous  compad  be- 
tween the  King  and  the  arillocracy,  to  rob  the  peoplc.^Thus  the 
Government  was  to  be  written  down,  and  that^nthe  very  wayprac- 
tifed  with  fo  much  fucccfs  in  France.     He  faid  the  Oonftitutitm 
l:K>kcd  at  man  ^  that  impcrTc<5l  being  Nature  made  him ;  and 
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while  it  cloathed  the  kingly  office  in  gifts  more  than  human>  fuch 
as  perpetuity,  in^llibilit)',  ubiquity,  and  perfedion,  it  gave  the 
King  the  comnion  allotment  of  humanity,  and  reftrained  the  exer- 
cife  of  his  power  with  Commiffioners,  who  were  to  be  refponfiblc 
for  his  adtions ;  and  by  the  checks  of  the  two  other  branches  of  the 
LrCgiflatare :  Yet  this  wife  and  falutary  principle  of  the  Conftitution 
"was  perverted,  and  the  ideal  attributes  given  by  it  to  the  kingly  of- 
fice, reprefcnted  as  if  applied  to  his  mere  phyfical  qualities,  in  order 
to  bring  both  King  and  Conditution  into  contempt.     Gentlemen 
would  a(k  why  thofe  libels  were  not  profecuted  t  to  this  he  wo^ild 
anfwer,  becaufe  they  were  numerous,  fo  intricate,  and  fo  dexterous, 
that  no  individual  profecution^vas  fufficient  to  anfwer  the  wholefome 
purpofes  to  be  derived  from  fuch  a  proceeding.-T-Let  gentlemen  only 
walk  down  the  Strand,  and  in  (hops  of  the  moft  public  rcfort,  fee 
what  innumerable  feditious  pamphlets  were  openly  held  out  to  fale— 
Was  he  to  profecute  all  thofe  books  r— Could  he  do  it  r — Was  it 
pebble  ?— The  Houfe  (hould  remember,  that  in  the  laft  two  years 
there  were  more  profecutions  for  libels  than  in  any  t^^'cnty  years  be- 
fore—The  firft  libel  he  would  fupjx>fe  puniftied  with  three  years  im- 
prifonment ;  the  fecond  libel  of  the  fame  perfon  would  add  two  more 
years — that  would  make  five — taking  it  this  way,  if  every  libel 
was  punifhed,  there  were  many  men,  whofe  lives,  if  protradled  to 
the  grcateft  extent  of  human  longevity,  would  not  fee  the  end  of 
their  punifliments.     If  from  this  defedl  in  the  laws,  the  Sovereign 
was  to  be  libelled  and  degraded  with  impunity,  the  mifchief  would 
ibon  rife  to  that  excefs,  that  the  Houfe  would  wiih,  when  too  late, 
that  they  hod  applied  a  timely  remedy  to  the  evil. — He  faid,  he 
had  now  told  the  Houfe  what  he  thought  were  the  objefls  of  the 
focicties,  and  he  afked  a  right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Fox) 
why  he  avoided  delivering  his  opinion  upoi^  the  objects  of  the  fo- 
cicties when  called  to  do  fo  by  his  learned  friend  (Mr.  Grant),  efpc- 
cially,  when  he  had  faid  that  they  were  lefs  dangerous  than  before. 
He  concluded  by  afl'erting,  that  much  as  he  lamented  the  occafion, 
fince  fimiiar  laws  had  been  enacted  in  the  reigns  of  Charles  11. 
King  William  and  Queen  Anne,  fince  the  objc<S  of  the  focicties 
was  to  degrade  and  deftroy  every  principle  of  virtue,*  all  natural  re- 
ligion arvd  political  order,  and  fince  it  was  an  eftablithed  maxim» 
Jalus  populi fuprema  lix,  he  (hould  vote  for  the  bill  with  corredlions 
in  the  Committee,  and  he  (hould  now  vote  fur  it  to  go  into  the 
Committee  under  the  pcrfuaficn,  tliat  there  was  a  ncceCTity  for  it, 
which  might  be  fully  acted  on,  without  touching  any  one  right  or 
liberty  of  the  people. 

Mr.  FOX  faid,  that  it  appeared  to  him  fohiething  fingular,  an4 
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not  vcxy  aufpicious  as  to  the  corre<5hief8  of  the  {fattemcnts  of  the 
learned  gentleman,  that  he  h^d  begun  his  fpecch  with. uttering  com- 
phints  againft  his  honourable  friend  (Mr.  Erffldne)  with  refped  to 
blending  the  two  bills  in  argument  on  the  prcfent  occafiou*— 
Though  his  honourable  friend  had  fpoken  at  confiderable  length, 
•  pnd  with  an  effeft  which  he  trufted  would  not  eafily  be  fi>rgotten, 
end  though  the  two  bills,  in  their  component  parts,  might  be  traced 
to  the  fame  principle,  and  coniidered  as  the  refult  of  a  conn63ed 
attempt  on  tlie  liberties  of  the  country',  he  called  upon  the  Houfe  to 
recolledt  that  his  honourable  friend  had  fpoken  moft  difttntSUy  10 
the  bill  now  before  the  Houfe.     From  this  commencement  he  had 
augured  that  the  honourable  gentleman  would  not  debate  with  great 
candour,  or  ftick  very  corre<511y  to  the  immediate  objed^  of  oonfi- 
deration,    and  in  this  expectation  he  had  not  been  diiappointed. 
They  were  now  debating  the  principle  of  the  bill.    And  if  the  bill 
appeared  fraught  with  pnivifions,  fome  of  which  the  learned  gentle- 
man himfclf  was  obliged  to  ftate  that  he  could  not  approve,  though 
he  did  not  think  prdper  to  treat  them  with  that  afpcrity  which,  in 
Jiis  opinion,  they  deferved  ;   he  thought  that  the  Houfe  would  do 
well  to  rcjc6t  the  bill  altogether,    and  adopt  fomc  other  meafure 
better  calculated  to  anfwer  the  purpofe  In  view.     Mr.  Fox  adverted 
to  the  preamble  of  the  bill.      Though  he  was  pretty  well  ac<^uainted 
with  die  contents  of  the  bill,  and  (hould  have  f.ippofed  himfclf  ca- 
pable to  underftand  any  reference  that  might  l^e  made  to  them  in 
the  courfe  of  debate  ;  yet  he  owned  there  were  fome  paflfage^  in  the 
fpeeeh  of  the  learned  gentleman,  with  refpedt  to  whioh  he  was  en- 
tirely at  a  lofs,  as  applied  to  the  preamble  of  that  bill.      If  a  perion 
had  come  in  during  the  fpeeeh  of  the  learned  gentleman,  without 
knowing  what  was  the  fubjed^,  he  might  have  fuppofed  that  they 
were  difcuHing  a  declaratory  law.      In  this  point  of  view  he  (hould 
have  expedled  the  preamble  to  fet  out,.    "   Whereas  doubts  have 
arifen  with  refpe»ft  to  the  meaning  of  tlie  exifting  laws,"  &c.     He 
underftood  the  honourable  gentleman  in  one  part  of  his  fpeeeh  to  fay 
that  the  prefent  was  a  temporary  bill.     How  could  any  bill  be  tem- 
porary, which  was  calculated  to  explain  the  mcanir^  of  a  former 
Statute?     The  explanation  it  gave  muil  either  be  true  or  falfe; 
and  if  true  or  falfe,  it  could  not  be  applicable  merely  to  a  tempo- 
rary purpofe,  but  muft  be  equally  fo  at  any  fubfequent  period,  as 
in  the  prefent  moment.      If  there  was  any  part  of  the  fpeeeh  of  the 
learned  gentleman,  (iiid  Mr.  Fox,  which  nearly  carried  convidion 
to  me,   it,  was  that  in  which  he  f^atcd  that  various  meanings  had 
been  given  with  rcfpevfV  to  the  flatutc  of  Edward  the  Third  ;  and  if 
in  order  to  remedy  this  difficulty,  he  (hould  piopofe  to  bring  in  a 
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declaratory  law  on  the  fubjei£l  of  trearoiii  *  I  coniefs  I  ikould  have 
no  objed^ion,  though  I  apprehend  that  the  declaration  which  I 
ihould  approve  would  be'  very  different  from  that  which  would  be 
propofed  by  the  honourable  gentleman.  The  prefent  bill  was  not 
dodaratory,  becaufe  it  was  temporary.  It  was  not  deelaratory, 
becaufe  the  preamble  did  not  fiate,  that  any  doubts  had  arifen  with 
reijpeA  to  the  exifting  law.  Mr.  Fox  faid,  that  he  had  no  objec-i' 
don  to  explain  what  were  his  fentiments  with  refpe<£l  tx>  the  (bitute 
of  Edward  the  Third.  That  ftatute  made  a  diftin£tion  between 
the  natural  and  political  life  of  the  King.  Compafling  and  ima<* 
gming  to  deftroy  the  natural  life  of  the  King,  it  made  to  be  treafbn  ; 
compafling  and  imagining  to  defhoy  his  political  life,  it  made  onlj 
to  be  a  mifdemeanor,  except  in  the  latter  inftance,  where  ftepa 
were  taken  for  canying  fueh  compafTmg  and  imagining  into  cffcA^ 
when  it  alfo  became  fubje6t  to  the  penalties  of  high  treafon.  He 
knew  it  would  be  faid,  that  this  diflindlion  Was  abfurd,  that  the 
queftion  would  be  afked,  *^  Was  not  the  political  life  of  the  Kii^ 
more  precious  than  his  natural  life,  and  ought  it  not  at  lead  to  be 
guarded  with  equal  care  ?'*  This  mode  of  reafoning,  he  remarked^ 
was  fallacious.  It  was  not  the  value  of  the  object  which  begot  1 
neceflity  for  ^eater  precaution,  but  the  facility  with  which  it  might 
be  attadced.  When  the  natural  life  of  the  King  was  concerned, 
the  compaiTing  and  imagining  to  deftroy  it  was  made  high  treafon, 
becaufe,  as  his  honourable  friend  had  well  obferved,  it  was  an  aft 
which  could  be  performed  by  a  finglc  man,  who  was  wicked  enough 
to  attempt  it  -*it  was  the^  work  of  a  ling^  inflant,  and,  between 
the  imagination  and  completion  of  which,  it  was  not  necefTary  tiiat 
the  divifion  of  a  minute  ihould  take  place.  Only  fo  much  time 
was  required  as  was  fufRcient  to  pull  the  trigger  of  a  piftol,  ,or  to 
draw  a  dagger.  In  this  point  of  view,  he  confidercd  the  fence  put 
aroufid  the  life  of  the  King  as  not  fo  ftrong  as  could  be  wifhed,  though 
it  was  as  {hx>ng  as  could  well  be  devifed.  For  how  Was  it  pufliblo 
that  the  life  of  the  King  coijld  be  better  guarded,  than  by  making 
the  mere  purpofe  of  compailing,  and  imagining  to  deftroy  it,  fub- 
je<5t  to  the  penalties  of  high  treafon  ?  With  refpeft  to  the  political 
life  of  the  King,  which  he  would  admit  to  be  a  dearer,  and  nK)re 
precious  objed,  that  could  never  be  feriouily  menaced  by  the  efForti^ 
of  one  individual,  nor  could  it  be  taken  away  in  a  fingle  inftant, 
Rebellion,  by  which  it  was  endai^ered,  muft  be  the  work  of  a 
multitude ;  it  mufl  be  followed  t^  by  a  fuccef&on  of  adls ;  and.you 
might  wait  ibr  the  firfl  z&  without  rifquing  any  very  dreadful  con* 
fequence,  or  finding  it  neceiiaiy  to  call  forth  the  utmoft  vengeance 
of  the  law.     It  was  ncceilary  to  guard  the  Hfe  of  the  King,  becaufe 
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one  attack  made  by  a  finglc  individoal  might  prove  fatal ;  the  Con- 
ffitution  would  only  be  fubverted  by  a  feries  of  meafures,  in  which 
a  numerous  body  of  men  muft  be  implicated.  The  diftindlton  had 
been  well  marked  by  a  common  cxpreffion — The  Conditution  m^t 
be  defbDyed)  it  could  not  be  afTaiTinated.  Having  faid  fo  much 
in  defence  of  the  original  i^atute,  he  wiihed  to  give  a  few  words  to 
the  various  c^onftrudions  that  had  been  put  upon  it.  He  certainly 
did  not  acquiefce  in  many  of  thofe  conftru<^ions.  Whether  the 
confhudions  given  by  the  fucccflive  judges  ought  to  be  coniidercd  as 
^art  of  the  law  of  the  land  was  a  queftion  upon  which  he  was  not 
competent  to  decide.  But  in  every  cafe  where  the  law  of  the  land 
was  clearly  expreffcd,  he  (hould  certainly  deem  it  preferable  to  die 
authority  of.  any  conftruftton,  '  But  even  fuppofmg  all  the  judges 
who  had  given  conftru6^ions  of  the  ftatute  to  have  been  corrcd, 
fiill  this  bill  was  attended  with  a  great  and  material  innovation. 
Whether  tiie  point  was  to  be  given  up  he  did  not  know,  but  as  it 
flood  at  prefcnt  it  made  ccnfpiracy  to  levy  war  a  fubftantive  treaibn. 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  explained,  that  it  only  put 
under  this  defcription  a  confpiracy'to  levy  a  dired  war,  and  not  to 
levy  an  indire£t  war. 

Then,"  continued  Mr.  FOX,  the  point  is  gained,  if  in  fome 
inAances  it  madc.a  confpiraqy  to  levy  war  a*  fubftantive  treafon,  and 
in  others  not,  it  was  evident  that  a  material  innovation  had  been 
made.  He  had  attended  to  what  Hales  and  Fofter  had  faid  upon 
the  fubjeft,  and  he  conceived  that  by  this  bill,  a  confpiracy  to  le%7' 
•H'ar,  or  to  dcpofe  the  K-ng,  were  to  be  confidcred  in  the  fame  way 
as  overt  ads  of  compaiTing  his  death.  If  it  be  made  treafon  to  con- 
Ipire  to  levy  war,  and  the  jury  fliould  find  the  fafl  of  the  confpi- 
racy, no  matter  what  was  their  opinion  with  refpcft  to  the  inteiuions 
of  the  perfons  implicated  in  the  charge,  the  fenrencc  muft  be  death. 
Suppofe,  for  inftance,  that  the  jury  find  in  their  vcrdi»Ji,  that  A.  B. 
had  cdifpired  to  levy  war,  to  introduce  foreign  hoftile  powers  into 
the  kingdom,  and  to  depofe  the  King,  but  had  no  intendon  to 
compafs  his  death ;  this  laft  declaration  with  rcfpcA  to  the  inten- 
rion,  would  be  of  no  avail,  the  penalties  of  treafon  would  attach 
flom  the  fafls  found  in  the  former  part  of  their  verdi6l.  What 
then  was  the  operation  of  the  bill  ?  If  at  prefcnt  the  jury  found 
a  verdivS,  that  he  had  confpired  to  levy  war,  and  depofe  the  King, 
but  had  no  intention  of  compafllng  his  death,  the  prifoncr  would 
be  acquitted.  But  after  this  bill  had  pafTed  intb  a  law,  it  would 
only  be  left  to  them  to  determine  on  the  fafls,  their  negative  of  the 
intention  would  be  of  no  confequcnce,'  and  thr.  judgement  of  the 
court  w  ould  follow  their  vcrdift.    Would  gen^\craen  tell  him,  that 
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this  was  immaterial  ?  Such  a  propoficion  could  never  be  maintained, 
except  it  was  denied  to  be  material  for  the  fubjed  to  enjoy  pzotec- 
tion  in  thofe  cafes  where  he  mod  needed  it.     For  thjOu^  .he  ad- 
mitted that,  wifh  refpeft  to  the  State,  treafon  was  a  crime  to  bo 
maft  carefully  guarded  againft ;  yet,  in  this  particular  inftance,  the 
magiftrate  was  to  be  looked  to  with  an  eye  of  greater  jealoufy  than 
in  any  other.     In  other  cafes,  though  he  was  the  profecutor,  he 
had  no  particular  intered  dtftindl  from  the  merits  of  the  quedion  ; 
in  the  cafe  of  treafon  a  variety  of  biaflcs  might  warp  him  from  the 
fide  of  juftice.     The  jealoufy  of  which  he  here  fpoke  was  not  a 
fanciful  jealoufy.    It  was  recognized  in  the  principles  of  the  taw  of 
England.     It  was  proved  by  the  extraordinary  precautions  with 
which  it  had  taken  care  to  fortify  the  accufed  ;  a  copy  of  the  in- 
didment  was  neceffary,  two  witneffes  were  required,  &c.     What 
he  then  confidered  as  the  mod  important  alteration  introduced  by  the 
prefent  bill  was,  that  it  took  away  from  the  jury  the  right  which 
they  at  prefent  had,  to  determine  both  on  the  fa6l  and  the  law. 
They  were  not  then  to  condder  how  far  the  intention  of  compafling 
the  King's  death  had  exided,  but  merely  to  find  whetlier  the  fads 
laid  in  the  indidment  had  been  proved.     And  even  though  their 
verdi6t  (hoi^ld  exprefs  a  negative  of  the  treafonable  intention,  dill 
the  prifoner  might  fuder.     He  now  faid  a  little  as  to  the  hidory  of 
the  two  ads,  the  datute  of  Edward  III.  and  that  of  Charles  IF* 
which  was  made  the  foundation  of  the  prefent  meafure.     The 
datute  of  Edward  III.  was  the  old  conditutional  law  of  trea(bn« 
Its  introdudion  had  freed  the  jurifprudence  of  the  country  from 
riHich  uncertain^,  and  it  had  in  no  indance  been  devbted  from  in 
liter  times  without  producing  condderable  mifchief.     The  other 
ad  was  brought  in  at  the  period  of  the^redoration,  when  the  people 
were  wearied  of  the  evils  they  had  fuffered  under  the  former  ufur- 
pation,  and  willing  to  throw  all  their  liberties  into  the  hands  of  the 
Crown.     It  was  to  be  recoUeded,  that  the  fame  Parliament  which 
paffed  this  ad,  made  many  other  unjudidable  conccfllons  to  fiie 
King,  and,  among  others,  impowered  him  to  raife  and  pay  a  body 
of  militia,  without  any  interference  of  the  legiflative  body.     But 
if  there  was  any  thing  which  more  peculiarly  difgraced  that  reign, 
and  configned  it  to  execration  and  infamy  in  after  times,  it  w<is  the 
grofs  and  flagitious  abufe  of  profecutions.     We  were  now  remarked 
to  live  in  an  age  when  the  Adminidration  of  criminal  judice  had 
been  more  mild,  more  pure,  and  more  independant,  than  it  had 
been  in  the  more  remote  periods  of  our  hidory.    This  happy  fj^tem 
of  things  wc  were  now  about  to  exchange,  for  the.  example  of  a 
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period,  the  moft  wicked  smd  fcandalous  that  had  ever  tamifhed  the 
annals  of  the  oountiy* 

Mr.  Fox  was  here  interrupted  by  a  fort  of  groanli^,  whidi  we 
underflood  to  proceed  from  one  of  die  Mcnibcrs, 
.   Mr.   ERSKINE  faid,  that  if  this  interruptioo  continued,  be 
muft  call  upon  the  Member  to  be  named. 

The  SPEAKER  ftated,  that  if  the  Member  did  not  dcfift,  he 
(hould  be  under  the  neccflity  of  ordering  the  landing  order  to  be 
read,  .and  that « in  coniequcnce  of  a  complaint  from  him,  the  gen- 
tfeman,  who  was  the  caiife  of  the  interruption,  would  fall  under 
the  cenfurc  and  animadvcrfion  of  the  Houfe. 

Mr.  FOX  refumed.     He  was  defiring  the  Houfe  to  make  a 
•comparifon  between  the  reign  of  Charles  11.  and  the  prefent  times. 
He  called  upon  them  to  reflect,  that  of  thofe  who  were  recorded  in 
Ihe  hiftory  of  that  former  period,  the  names  the  moft  dear  to  poftc- 
rity,  and  the  mofl  deferving  to  be  remembered,  were  thofe  who  had 
perifhed  on  the^fcafibld  for  high  tfeafon.    Need  he  repeat  the  names 
of  Ruflcl  and  Sidney  T    Thcfe  great  men  had  rtot  been  profecutcd 
on  that  ftatute*  which  wns  the  model  of  the  prefent  bill,  becatife  it 
was  to  a  certain  degree  limited,  and  did  not  apply  to  thofe  circum- 
ftances  under  which  they  were  tried.     But  reference  to  their  names, 
and  the  remembrance  of  their  fate,  would  fufHcientlj  mark  the 
fpirit  of  jurifprudence  of  thofe  days,  and  (hew  what  was  the  nature 
of  that  example  which  we  were  now  defired  to  copy.     The  law 
expired  with   Charles  II.     A  fimilar  law  had  been  adop^  by 
Richard  11.  who  was  (hortly  after  depofed  and  murdered.— Such, 
indeed,  was  not  the  fate  of  Charles  IT.  his  reign,  to  thofc  who 
judged  merely  from  external  circumdances,  (and  bad  judges  of 
profptt'ity  they  muft  be)  rppeared  long  and  profperous.     But  was 
there  any  one  who  looked  to  the  hiftory  of  thofe  times,  to  the  un- 
principled policy  of  the  court,  and  the  open  profligacy  6f  public 
meafures,  who  did  not  confidcr  it  is  a  blemidi  on  the  Engliih  cba- 
rader,  and  a  reproach  to  the  fpirit  of  our  anceftors,  that  the  reigd 
of  that  monarch  was  fuiFered  to  he  protraSed  till  ttie  period  of  his 
natural  life  ?    Were  thefe  aufptcious  times,  from  which  to  derive 
a  precedent  for  our  prefent  conduct  ?     The  honourable  gentleman 
had  afligned  different  reafons  for  adopting  this  bill ;  the  neceffity 
of  a  new  law  to  explain  the  old  ftatute  of  treafon  ;  the  inmienfe 
quantity  of  libels  which  had  lately  been  put  in  circulation.      It  was 
evident,  however,  that  the  true  reafon  for  bringing  forward  this 
bill,  was  to  be  found  in  the  proceedings  which  had  taken  jAacc  on 
the  trials  at  the  Old  Bailey.      Minifters  had  taken  occaiion  of  the 
odious  attempt  upon  His  Majefty,  to  fandion  a  meafure,  wliich 
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thcjr  diirft  not  before  have  fuggefted>  artd  to  W6A  upon  the  beft  feel- 
it^  of  thft  people  of  England,  in  order  to  induce  tfiem  to  ftirrender 
their  deared  rights.     With  fefpcft  to  thofe  trials,  the  learned  gcn- 
tlemart  contended  that  they  had  proved  mucR,  and  that  nothwith-' 
(taming  the  acquittal,  they  were  calculated  to  produce  a  confidera- 
ble  cffeft  on  the  public  mind.     In  that  acquittal  he  for  one  had  al- 
rearfjf  declared  that  he  moft  fincerely  exulted,  and  he  ihould  ever 
ciwrinae  to  exult.     That  acquittal,  in  his  view  of  the  fubjed,  ten- 
ded to  produce  an  impreflion  of  the  happieft  kind.     If  there  were 
men  to  whom  the  Conftitution  had  begun  to  appear  odious,  that  ac* 
quittal  maft  have'feftened  their  animofity,  and  difpoTed  them  to  re- 
gard it  with  a  friendly  eye ;  if  there  were  others  wavering  in  their 
fcntimcnts,  it  muft  have  had  the  efiedl  to  revive  their  attachment^ 
and  confirm  them  in  the  line  of  their  duty.— Even  if  thofe  perfons* 
who  had  been  tried  entertained  opinions  hoftile  to  the  Conftitution, 
and  he  did  not  deny  that  in  the  focieties  there  were  fome  men  of 
that  defcription,  ffill  he  confidercd  it  as  a  glorious  event  for  the 
Conftitution  itfelf  that  thofe  perfons  had  been  acquitted.     If  even 
men,  whofe  fentiments  were  hoftile  to  the  Conftitution,  had  found 
refuge  from  that  ftri6l  and  impartial  juftice  which  it  adminiftered  ta 
all ;  fuch  an  event  he  could  not  but  confider  as  calculated  to  con- 
vert difaSeftion  and  enmity  into  admiradon  and  applaufe.     With 
rdpcSt  to  the  other  part  of  the  bill,  what  related  to  mifdemeanors, 
tt  was  more  important,  as  the  queftions  it  involved  would  more  fre- 
quently occur  in  the  details  of  jurifprudence.     The  bill  indeed  did 
not  create  mifdemeanors,  ^dt  it  defined  them  in  fuch  a  manner,  a^ 
woald  go  greatly  to  counteradl  the  excellent  provifions  of  the  libel 
bill.      The  moft  material  part,  however,  was  that  which  imtfbfed 
the  punifhment  of  tranfportation  for  the  fecond  offence.     Had  the 
honourable  gentleman  on  this  part  of  the  fubjed  given  any  anfwer  ? 
Or  was  it  poflible  for  human  ingenuity  to  give  any  anfwer  to  what 
had  been  fo  ably  ftated  by  his  honourable  friend,  (Mr.  Erfkine)  that 
diis  defcription  of  ofl!ences  wasfo  wide  and  general,  that  by  apply- 
ing a  fentpncc  of  equal  feverity  whenever  an  offence  was  repeated, 
the  lame  punilhment  might  be  made  to  include  the  moft  venial  er- 
rors, artd  the  blackeft  crimes. 

It  was  a  great  principle  of  juftice,  that  the  punifhment  (hould 
be  proportionate  to  the  offence  ;  but  by  the  regulation  now  propo- 
fcd,  this  principle  would  be  entirely  defeated.  There  were  foitie 
mifdemeanons  of  fo  flight  a  nature,  which,  although  a  thoufand 
times  repeated,  would  not,  in  point  of  enormity,  be  equal  to  one 
of  a  moit  fcrious  defcription.  Under  the  head  of  mifdemeanof^ 
\ras  defined  whatever  might  |efid  to  excite  hatred  and  contempt 
Vol.  XUII.  3  O 
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againft  the  Conftitudon.     He  who  comphined  of  the  inequality  of 
the  reprefentationy  and,  inilluftrationof  hisaiguments,  refciredtoa 
borough  fo  and  ib  fituated>  might,  fiom  the  operation  of  this  bill, 
be  fent  to  Botany  Bay  for  fevcn  years.     "  I  wi(h,"  faid  Mr.  Fox, 
**  that  it  had  been  death ;  fiie  puni(hment  would  not  have  been 
more  fevere,  and  the  tyranny  would  have  been  better  underftood. ' 
If  a  man  twice  of  thrice  attempted,  to  murder  his  father,  withcxtf 
ciTeding  his  purpofe^  he  would  only  be  puni(hable  by  fine  and  iro- 
phfonment.     He  mentioned  this  only  to  (hew  die  difproportiona:e 
feverity  6f  punifliment  propofed  to  be  infli<£ted  by  the  prefent  bill. 
7'hi$  fort  of  puni{hment  was  now  for  the  firft  time  introduced  into 
this  country  from  the  pretended  law  of  Scotland,  thou^  fuch  vas 
its  horror  to  £ngli(hmen,  that  when  fome  time  Hnce  it  had  been 
prefentcd  to  their  minds,  it  excited  an  univerfal  fcntiment  of  indig- 
nation.    He  called  it  "  pretended  law,'*  for  he  would  never  fo  6r 
degrade  Scotland,  as  to  fuppofe  that  it  could  really  be  the  law  of 
that  country.     By  thi^  innovation  an  attempt  was  made  to  confound 
all  the  ideas  of  criminal  juAice.     Had  any  want  of  c(k&,  he 
afked,  been  experienced  from  puni(hments  formerly  infliAed,  be- 
c^ufe  they  were  not  fufEciently  feyere  ?  He  adverted  to  the  cafe  of 
Muirand  Palmer — men  of  enlightened  minds,  of  refpccbble  rank 
in  fociety^  of  irreproachable  morals,  who,   becaufe  they  .exprcfied 
thcmfelves  warmly  with  refpcct  to  what  thej^confidered  to  be  griev- 
ances, were  fent  to  Botany  Bay,  to  aflbciate,  not  merely  with  the 
lowed  of  men  in  point  of  rank,  but  with  a  defcription  of  perfons 
to  degraded  and  abandoned,  that  the  ncceflfity  of  aflbciating  witli 
them  under  any  circumlbmces  mud  itfelf  conftitute  a  confideiablc 
punUhment.     And  what  had  they  reaped  from  this  feverity  of  pu- 
nifliment ?  Had  it  produced  a  greater  reverence  for  the  laws,  or  oc- 
cafioncd  a  ceflation  of  thofc  libels  which  were  the  (ubjeds  of  com- 
plaint ?  If  it  had  thofe  efFc<5ls,  what  neccflity  was  .there  to  refort  to 
new  mcafures  r   If  it  had  failed^  did  not  experience  demon(bate  the 
futility  of  again  having  recourfc  to  a  limilar  policy  i  But  it  vas 
fald  that  in  ScotlaiKi,  where  thofe  meafures  liad  been  adoptedf  no 
(iifcontent  exiftcd*      He  believed  that  the  cafe  was  quite  the  reverfe, 
and  tliat  the  difcontent  really  felt  in  tloat  quarter  was  not  the  lefs, 
beuaufe  the  exprcflions  of  it  had  been  fubdued  by  the  terror  of  pu- 
nifhments.     If  the  date  of  Scotland  was  as  they  pretended,  they 
ou;;ht  not  at  Icaft  to  think  of  extending  the  penalties  of  the  Ifll  to 
that  countr)^      If  tliey  \\I(hed  to  attach  the  people  to  the  Conftitu- 
tion,  they  ought  to  prcferve  the  mildnefs  of  its  laws.     He  would 
alk  the  honourable  gentleman  where  in  the  hiflory  of  this  country, 
he  could  find  an  inftance  of  fuch  a  punifljment,  as  ths^  which  wa' 
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now  propofed.     He  warned  theAi  againft  the  policy  of  multiplying 
new  codes  of  penal  laws,  and  of  accumulating  oppreffive  reftric* 
dons,  beyond  what  the  temper  of  the  people  could  bear.     But  in 
anfwer  to  all  this,  he  was  told  of  the  unbounded  licence  Ufed  by 
chofe  fixietiesy  and  was  charged  with  always  having  (hunned  to  (late 
what  were  his  fcntiments  refpeding  their  views.     He  had  diftindly 
fatd,  that  there  might  be  a  few  perfons  in  thof*  focicties  hodile  to 
the  Conflituticn,  but  the  greater  number  he  believed  to  be  lincere 
in  the  objcfl  which  they  profeffed — a  Parliamentary  reform.      If 
he  waft  told  that  there  was  a  focicty  in  this  town,  inffitutod  againft 
reptiblicans  and  levellers,  the  principal  members  of  which  were 
hoilile  to  the  free  part  of  our  Government,  and  were  employing 
every  method  to  degrade  and  villiiy  the  rights  of  the  people  ;  if  he 
was  told  that  they  were  purfuing  a  deliberate  fyftem  for  this  purpofe, 
and  that  their  aim  was  to  be  gathered,  not  merely  from  (ingle  and 
occadonal  publications,  but  from  the  daily  circulation  of  their  doc* 
trines,  and  the  whole  fcrics  of  their  proceedings ;  and  if  lie  was 
afkedy  whether  thisfociety  was  engaged  in  a  confph^cy  to  overturn 
our  Conftitution,  and  de(broy  our  liberties,  he  would  anfwer,  No ! 
That  fiich  might  be  the  view  of  a  few  leading  members,  but  that 
he  believed  the  great  body  of  the  fociety  to  be  (sncere  in  the  objedt 
for  which  they  had  united.     Yet  this  fociety  circulated  and  recom- 
mended (he  monftrous  do£lrine,  **  that  rotten  boroUghs  cprrupt  ma- 
jorities, fclfifh  Mini(ters,  and  an  extravagant  Court,"  were  the 
fupport  of  our  liberty,  and  the  fecurity  for  our  Conftitution.     The 
conclufion  to  be  drawn  from  this  abominable  dodlrine,  he  did  not 
afcribe  to  every  man  in  that  fociet]^ ;  the  greater  number  he  believed 
to  have  united  in  order  to  guard  the  Conftitution  again(t  a  danger, 
which  they  fuppofcd  to  be  prefling  and  imminent.— The  few  who 
took  advantage  of  their  fears  for  the  Conditution,  in  order  to  for- 
ward their  own  de(igns  for  its  dc(h'uftion— of  tliofe  he  judged  from 
d)cir  adlions.     He  knew  that,  with  refpeft  to  thofe  focieties,  there 
were  violent  opinions  on  both  (ides  ;  but  he  faw  Mr.  Reeves's  fo- 
cicty with  as  much  indu(try,  and  with  more  means,  becaufe  with 
OFK>re  money  circulating  fuch  dodrines  as  were  contained  in  the  fen- 
tence  he  had  juft  quoted^  he  faw  them  accompanying  thofe  doc- 
trines with  incendiary  hand-bills  again(l  the  prote(tant  diffenters, 
and  with  every  fpeciesof  grofsand  inflammatory  mifreprefentation. 
He  faw,  on  the  other  hand,  libels  afcribed  to  the  Correfponding 
Society,  fo  monftrous,  that  he  could  only  compare  them  with  the 
others  «>  which  he  had  now  referred — with  this  difference,  tliat 
when  it  was  propofed  to  enquire  into  their  authenticity,  the  proof 
was  denied.     Mr.  >oX  recapitulated  his  objeAions  to  the  bill,  as 
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narrowing  the  power  of  the  jury  ifl  c^fes  of  Creaibn,  atid  as  pfovid- 
iog  for  all  fnifdemeanors  a  new  pumlhment  which  would  apply 
with  undi(Ungui(hed  feverity  to  the  greatefi  and  lead  d<;grecs  of  de- 
linquency.    The  honourable  gcntU  man  had  flated  th^  nuiriber  of 
libels  as  a  reafon  for  the  prefcnt  bill ;  fonr>c  of  thefe  libels*  he  un- 
4^crflood,  had  been  puniflied  pretty   feverely,  and  the  pubUihers, 
who  might  have  been  in  their  i^cds  alt  th^  time*  the  books  vere  fold, 
and  who  at  any  rate  had  only  been  in  the  exercife  of  their  bufinefs, 
without  being  aware  tliat  they  were  committing  a  breach  of  the  hw, 
had  been  confined  for  two  or  three  years.     One  man  had  beeo  con- 
vicled  and  puni(hcd  on  the  oath  of  a  perfpn  who  was   aftcmardt 
found  to  be  guilty  of  perjury.     The  honourable  gentle noan  had 
(aid  that  the  libels  were  fo  numerous  that  they  could  no  longer  be 
piofecuted.     Was  he  fatisficd  that  this  feverity  would  in&llibly  di- 
^inl(h  their  numbers^  or  that  he  (hould  be  able  more  iiifely  to  apply 
the  new  law  than  the  old  r   If  there  i3  a  fpirit  of  difconrenc^  (faiJ 
Mr.  Fox)  fo  widely  diffufed  in  the  country,  and  ftill  likt^ly  to  incicafc 
ariflngy  as  I  believe,  from  the  bad  Adminifb'ationy  s^  a&  the  ho- 
nourable gentleman  thinks,   from  the  obftinacy  and  pervcrfirnefs  of 
the  people,  will  it  be  proper,  in  order  to  (lop  the  progrefs  of  the 
evil,  to  fend  to  Botany  Bay  whole  fleets  of  libellers.     The  honour- 
able gen^leipan  had  fpokcn  of  libels  ogainft  the   King  and  other 
perfons.     Mr.  Fox  gave  as  his  opinion,  that  libelling  of  this  (on 
h^d  npt  been  fufRciently  puniHicd.     He  would  profecute  with  the 
utmod  feverity,  all  libels  on  the  charadters  of  perfons,  with  what- 
ever party  they  were  connected.     The  moft  exemplary  rigour  of 
this  fort,  he  would  conned  with  (qual  temperance  to  libels  o(  ano- 
ther defcription.     He  would  punifh  whatever  rcfleded  on  the  dig- 
nity of  tlic  Chief  Magiftrate,  or  the  fair  fame  of  individuals  ;  but 
all  political  libels  h^  would  leave  to  themfclve^  ;  diieuflion  on  Go- 
vcrnu><fnt,  fo  far  as  it  did  not  interfere  with  private  charafler,  he 
would  permit  to  be  entirely,  unreftrained  ;  and  he  was  conviilced, 
that  if  this  policy  had  been  adopted  fooner,  things  would  not  have 
been  in  the  lituation  in  which  they  now  were.     Mr.  Fox  cpncluded 
with  declaring  himfelf,  on  the  whole,  adverfe  to  the  principle  of  the 
prefcnt  bill.      He  (hould  therefore  vote  againfi  the  Spealper  leaving 
(he  chair.     If  another  bill  (hould  be  brought  in  lefs  exceptioittble 
in  its  claufes,  and  better  calculated  to  anfwer  the  purpofe  iii  view, 
he  (hould  have  no  objedlion  to  give  it  his  fupport. 

The  MASTER  OF  THE  ROLLS  (aid,  that  foqie  cxpofitions 
of  the  law  of  treafon  had  fallen  from  gentlemen  on  the  other  fide  of 
^e  Houfc,  or  elfe  they  were  fuch  as  (hould  not  be  fuiFered  to  re* 
piaiq  a  moment  un^nfwered,  both  from  thp  f^Xboefs  of  their  doc* 
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trine  and  tbeir  dangerous  tendehcy*  The  two  gentlemen  had  con- 
firued  the  bw  of  trcafon,  us  relating  to  the  levying  war,  and  to  at- 
tacks upon  the  King's  perfon>  in  a  manner  that  perfedly  a(^oni(hed 
him*  According  to  the  portions  that  had  been  advanced,  if  a  num- 
ber of  men  confpired  together  for  the  purpofc  of  dcpofing  the  King, 
and  of  compelling  him  to  quit  this  country,  they  could  not  (pro- 
vided there  was  no  intention  cxprefled  of  taking  away  his  life,)  be 
in4ided  for  high  treafon,  unlefs  they  had  adually  levied  war.  He 
vas  fure  no  lawyer,  at  lead,  no  man  who  was  guided  in  his  own 
judgitmcnt  by  the  adjudications  of  the  courts,  could  ferioufly  main<- 
catfl  that  doflrine.  If  that,  however,  was  the  law,  it  was  high 
time  that  fomc  alteration  (hould  be  made  in  it ;  for  what  fecuritf 
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could  there  exift  for  a  Government,  if  it  was  neceffary  that  the  re- 
bellion Aiould  be  a^ually  commenced,  and  perhaps  St.  James's  at- 
tacked, before  any  of  the  confptrators  could  be  indided  for  high 
treafon  ?  The  other  argument  was  no  Icfs  extraordinary :  It  was  faid, 
that  if  any  perfcAs  (hould  make  an  attack  upon  His  Majeily's  perfon, 
and  even  maim  and  wound  him,  that  fuch  perfons  could  not  be  con- 
victed of  high  treafon,  unlefs  the  jury  were  convinced  that  there  ac- 
tually exiiled  an  intention  of  depriving  the  Sovereign  of  hislifev-J- 
This  was  placing  an  attack  upon  the  King  exactly  upon  the  level  of 
an  aflault  with  intent  to  murder  an  individual,  where  it  was  ne- 
cciTary  to  prove  to  a  certain  degree  the  intention  ;  but  in  the  cafe  of 
an  attack  upon  the  King,  it  never  was  expected  that  the  intention 
(hould  be  pmved,  hecaufc  the  impofing  a  reAraint  upon  the  King's 
perfon,  or  attacking  him  in  any  way,  if  proved,  left  no  inference 
to  die  jury-— the  law  inferred  the  guilt.  He  thought  it  neceffary  to 
ihte,  that  in  one  cafe,  and  one  cafe  only,  the  bill  before  the  Houfe 
might  be  confidcred  as  an  cxtcnfion  of  the  law  of  treafon.  It  had 
not  hitlierto  been  underftood  that  a  confpiracy  agninft  the  King  was 
a  fubAantive  treafon  againfl  his  perfon,  but  a  le\'ying  of  war  againft 
his  authority.  The  claufe  in  this  bill  would  include  every  afi 
committed  againft  the  regal  authority  of  the  King,  but  every  other 
article  which  it  contained  was  at  this  moment  treafon  by  the  exifting  ^ 
law  of  the  land.  Excepting,  indeed,  this  claufe,  the  whole  of 
the  bill,  he  faid,  was  in  eflTed  and  purport  the  fame  with  the  ftatute 
of  Edward  III.  It  might  be  necelTary  in  the  Committee,  he  faid, 
to  make  fome  fpecific  declaration  of  what  ads  of  levying  war  fhaU 
be  deemed  treafonable  by  this  bill,  for  no  man  would  hefitate  to 
allow  that  there  are  fome  fpecies  which  (hould  be  fo  defined.  He 
was  not  fond  of  adding  to  die  catalogue  of  treafons,  and  inftanced 
the  cafe  of  Lord  George  Gordon,  which,  if  it  was  not  treafon, 
ooffit  to  be  fo.     He  denied  Mr.  Er(kine's  aiTertion  that  there  had 
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been  no  explanation  of  the  law  of  treafons,  except  in  bad  times. 
The  honourable  and  learned  gentleman  had  alluded  to  the  ftatuto  of 
the  I A  of  Mary,  in  a  way  not  confident  with  his  known  accuracy. 
He  had  alluded  to  that  adl,  and  to  its  preamble,  and  then,  hurried 
away  by  the  warmth  of  his  imagination^  had  aiTcrted  thatdvrc  were 
no  a6ts  in  that  reign  for  inercafmg  the  treaibn  laws.     His  honour- 
able friend  muft  h:ive  forgotten  the  Act  of  the  2d  and  3d  of  Philip 
and  Mary<^6ut  to  quit  thofe  times  of  perfecution,  and  to  CCMne  to 
thofe  of  Inter  and  better  times,  were  there  no  additions  to  the  laiw 
of  treafon  in  the  reign  of  King  William  ?   Was  it  not  increafisd  bf 
theadis  of  the  3d  and  9th  years  of  that  Monarch's  reign  ?  And  wa» 
it  not  again  incrcafed  by  the  A61  of  the  6th  of  Anne,  which  declared 
it  to  be  high  treafon  to  difpute  the  power  of  Parliament  to  limit 
the  fucceffion  to  the  Crown,  or  to  queftion  the  Hanover  fucccflion? 
Thefe  inftances,  he  trufted,  were  fufficient  to  fliew,  that  even  in 
thofe  times  which  gentlemen  had  applauded  fo  highly,  the  laws  of 
treafon  were  always  increafed,  in  order  to  meet  tlit  exigency  of  the 
cafe.     But  Gentlemen  had  adverted  to  theclaufe  in  the  prefentbilly 
which  inflicted    the  punifhment  of  tranfportation  upon  advifedly 
-fpeaking,  &c.  and  had  confidered  it  as  a  total  innovation  of  the  Pe- 
nal Code  to  punlfh  a  mifdemcanor  in  that  manner.     He  wiflicd 
again  to  refer  to  the  ftatute  of  the  6th  of  Anne,  in  which  it  was  cn- 
si6\ed,  that  if  any  man  fliould,  by  advifedly  fpeaking,  msuntain, 
that  Parliament  had  no  right  to  limit  the  fucccfTion,  &c.  that  he 
ihould  be  guilty  of  a  premunire,  the  punilhment  of  which  was  im* 
prifonment  during  the  King's  pleafure,  forfeiture  of  all  lands  and 
tenements,  goods  and  chattels,  and  incapacity   to  maintain  any 
adion.     Tranfportation  for  a  mifdemcanor  was  by  no  means  new. 
Perjury,  which  was  a  mifdemcanor,  was  puniihable  with  tranfpor- 
tation ;  but  it  apjKarcd  to  him  rather  abfurd  to  attempt  to  clafs 
crimes  in  that  manner.     He  thought  the  punifhment  (hould  be  di- 
reftcd  rather  to  meet  the  exigency  of  the  cafe,  than  to  be  regulated 
by  the  particular  clafs  to  which  the  crime  belonged.     The  queftion 
now  was,  what  ii>  the  enormity  of  the  offence  of  confpiring  to  pro- 
duce a  hatred  and  contempt  of  His  Majeft}''s  pcrfon  and  Govern- 
ment, what  is  the  dangcA*  threatened  to  the  State  by  it,  and  what 
ought  to  be  the  punlOiment  ?   If  it  be  poflible  for  a  gentleman  of 
eloquence  and  talents  at  the  bar,  to  perfuade  a  jury  that  levying  war 
againfl  die  JCing,  or  confpiring  his  depofitlon,  was  not  comprehended 
in  the  law  of  treafons,  it  was  high  time  to  make  an  cxprcfs  decla- 
ration to  that  purpofe.     The  law  now  proposed  went  to  that  extent, 
and  to  that  only ;  it  was  abfolurtly  n^ceffafry,  from  d:c  circumfbrnccs 
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of  the  times>  nor  In  his  opinion  was  it  too  fevere^in  itspuniChmcnts. 
He  concluded  by  voting  for  the  commitment 

The  HouTe  then  'divided  upon  the  commitment  of  the  bill. 
Ayes  203  ;  Noes  40.     Majority  163. 

The  Houfe  dien  refolved  itfelf  into  a  Committee,  Mr.  Seijeant 
in  the  chair. 

Upon  that  part  of  the  (irft  claufe  of  the  bill  which  ena£ls,  that 
it  fliall  continue  in  force  during  the  life  of  His  Majefty,  and  Until 
die  end  of  the  iird  feflion  of  Parliament  after  his  deceafe. 

Sir  WILLIAM  YOUNG  faid,  he  thought  the  provifions  of 
the  bill  fo  neceflfary,  not  only  at  this  particular  junflure,  but  as 
general  regulations,  that  he  (hould  move  to  leave  out  the  words,. 
**  during  the  life  of  His  Majefty,"  in  order  to  render  tlie  bill  per-. 
mancnt.  ' 

Mr.  Chancdior  PITT  faid,  that  although  he  agreed  with  the 
honourable  Baronet  that  this  bill  was  of  a  nature  which  might,  with- 
out any  violation  of  the  Conditution,  or  infringement  of  the  liberties 
of  die  people,  be  made  permanent,  yet  as  it  was  framed  for  the  purpofe 
of  meeting  a  temporary  exigency,  and  as^  it  was  copied  from  prece- 
dents in  different  reigns,  which  were  temporary  regulations,  he  was 
rather  of  opinion  againft  the  honourable  Baronet.  Another  motive 
which  induced  him  to  (^pofe  the  alteration  was,  that  the  bill  had 
been  fent  down  from  the  Lords  with  the  claufe  fo  framed ;  and, 
unlefs  there*  were  flrong  reafons,  he  (hould  be  averfc  to  any  amend- 
ments which  might  protraft  the  bill  pafling.  If  at  the  period  which 
was  fixed  for  the  termination  of  this  a£t,  it  fliould  be  foun4  proper 
and  advi&able  to  continue  its  proviiiuns  (which  he  thought  very 
likely],  it  would  be  pcrfeSly  competent  to  the  Parliament  to  do  it. 
—With  refpedl  to  the  horrid,  diabolical  idea,  which  it  was  fuppofcd 
might  enter  into  the  minds  of  fome  men,  of  aiming  at  the  life  of 
the  &>vereign,  in  order  to  terminate  this  bill,  that  was  provided 
againft  by  the  claufe,  that  it  (hould  continue  in  force  until  the  end 
•fthefirft  fedion  of  Parliament,  after  a  demifcofthe  Crown.— 
For  thefe  reafons,  althought  he  agreed  in  his  general  opinion  of  the 
bill  with  the  honourable  Baronet,  he  wi(hed  him  to  reconfidei*  his 
propofed  amendment. 

Mr.  STANLEY  was  aftoni(hed  that   the  firft  alteration  pro- 
pofed in  the  bill  (hould  be  to  increafe  its  feverity,  by  prolonging  its 
duradon.     So  far  was  he  from  wifhing  to  protni<^  its  cxlftence,  that 
he  could  wi(h  it  were  only  to  continue  in  fore*-,  one  year  ;  but  zw, 
die  other  bill  was  limited  to  three  years,  he  (hould  propofc  the  dime  • 
period — ^and  accordingly,  made  a  motion  totlut  clFe(S. 

Mr.  BARHAM  faid,  he  approved  of  the  prefcnt  bills,  not  at 
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permanent  regulations,  but  as  provHitwis  ncccflary  for  the  cxigencj' 
of  the  moment.  He  was  fully  fenfiWe  of  the  danger  whidi  threat- 
ened the  Conftitution  at  this  time,  and  therefore  wiihcd  the  prcfenr 
bills  to  pafs  ;  but  he  did  not  wiA  to  fee  Aem  made  a  part  of  the 
r^ular  law  of  the  country.  He  thought  it  by  no  means  a  juft  tri- 
bute to  His  Majefty  to  fay,  that  he  required  thofe  guards  and  fccu- 
rities  for  his  fafety,  which  would  be  unncccflary  for  arty  future 
Monarch,  becaufe,  if  any  thing  could  check  the  defigns  of  evil- 
minded  perfons  upon  the  Conftitution  and  Government,  it  was  the 
oonfideration  of  the  many  amiable  qualities  and  perfonal  virtues  of 
His  Majefty.— Another  reafon  why  he  wiihed  for  the  (barter  term 
was,  that  it  would  make  it  more  palatable  to  the  people,  which, 
he  conceived  to  be  a  moft  deiirable  objcd^. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  replied,  that  the  honourable  gentleman 
muft  have  miftaken  the  tendency  of  this  bill,  becaufe  it  did  not  enaA 
any  new  treafon,  except  in  the  fingle  inftance  that  had  been  alluded 
to  ;  nor  did  it  create  any  new  crime.  Its  objcdl,  as  far  as  related 
to  the  oreafon  claufe,  was  merely  to  render  the  law  more  intelli^blc, 
except  only  in  the  ;irticle  of  confpiring  to  levy  war,  which,  inftcad 
of  being  chained  as  an  overt  ad,  to  prove  a  compaflingthe  King's 
death,  was  now  a  fubftamive  treafon  ;  an  alteration  which  would 
render  the  law  much  more  clear,  and  even  more  favourable  to  the 
party  accufed,  as  he  would  have  a  more  diftindl  view  of  the  charge 
againft  him. — He  underftood  that  it  was  the  intention  of  his  honour- 
able and  learned  friend  to  fuggeft  an  amendment  in  the  claufe  of  con- 
fpiring to  levy  war,  in  order  to  render  the  defcription  more  definite, 
and  to  extend  it  to  levying  war  againft  both  or  eidier  Houfes  of  Par- 
liatnent ;  an  amendment  which  he  hoped  the  Committee  would  ap- 
prove of,  when  if  it  was  rccoUcdtcd  that  an  attack  upon  PJriiamcnt 
was  more  likely  to  happen,  and,  if  poftible,  more  pregnant  ^dth 
denger  to  the  Conftitution,  than  an  attack  upon  His  Majefty  him- 
felf.  Having  ftated  thus  much,  with  refpefl  to  that  part  of  the  bill 
which  related  to  the  treafon,  it  could  not  be  fuppofed  that  he  could 
aflent  to  the  motion  of  the  honourable  gentleman  for  making  it  a 
mere  temporary  provifion  ;  but  as  to  the  mifdcmeanor  claufe,  it 
certainly  came  more  under  the  defcription  of  a  temporary  provifi<Mi, 
and  the  Committee  would  determine  wlicther  it  fliould  have  the 
fame  du^tion  as  the  other  bill  or  not. 

General  MACLEOD  faid  he  would  propofe  an  amendment, 
that  inftead  of  the  words,  *'  During  the  natural  life  of  our  Moft 
Gracious  Sovereign  Lord  the  King,  whom  Almighty  God  prefcnt 
and  blefs  with  a  long  and  profperous  reign,"  (hould  be  infertcd, 
••^  During  the  life  of  our  Moft  Gracious  Minifler  Mr.  Pitt,  whom 
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Almighty  God  prcferve  and  blefs  with  a  long  and  profperous  Adn^i^ 
niAration  !" 

Mr.  BARHAM  condemned  this  levity,  as  unfuitablc  to  the 
folcninity  of  the  occafion.  ^  He  argued  for  a  limited  time,  on  the 
{ground  that  the  country  at  large  would  be  better  fatisfied. 

Mr.  BAKER  argued  for  the  period  to  be  extended  to  the  natural 
life  of  His  Majefty,  and  ftatcd  the  impropriety  of  applying  for  a  re- 
newal of  the  bill  every  three  years. 

Mr.  HAWKINS  BROWNE  was  againft  the  propofed  limita- 
tion of  period. 

A  divifion  here  took  ptace, 

That  the  bill  continue  for  the  natuhil  life  of  the  King, 
and  until  the  end  of  the  next  feflion  of  Parliamenti 
after  a  demifeof  the  Crown  — *  i  29 

For  the  term  of  three  years,         —  —..6 


Majority  123 

Mr.  STANLEY  propofed,  that  after  the  expreifion,  **  His  Ma-» 
jefty*s  dominions  and  countries,''  (hould  be  inferted,  <'  which  he 
poflcfles  as  King  of  England." 

The  SOLICITOR  GENERAL  faid  the  words  run  in  the  ufual 
fiile  of  a^  of  Parliametit ;  His  MajeAy's  dominions  meant  BritUh 
dominions  to  which  his  right  of  legiflation  extends.  His  Hanove- 
rian dominions  were  totally  out  of  the  queftion.  The  addition  wad 
negatived. 

An  amendment  was  propofed  by  the  Solicitor  General,  and  car- 
ried, after  the  words,  "  or  to  levy  war  againft  His  Majefty,  his 
heirs  and  fucceflbrs,  within  this  realm  or  without ;"— to  add,  "  of 
by  force  and  conftraint  to  compel  His  Majefty  to  alter  his  meafures 
or  counfels,  or  to  put  any  conftraint  upon,  to  intimidate  or  overawe 
dther  Houfe  of  Parliament." 

Mr.  ANSTRUTHER  remarked,  that  tliis  amendment  went 
one  ftep  farther  than  the  prefent  exifting  laws,  as  it  comprehended, 
as  a  fpecies  of  conftrudlive  treafon,  the  overawing  cither  Houfe  of 
Parliament,  which  however  the  ncceflity  of  the  prefent  times  pe- 
culiarly required. 

After  the  words,  "  malicious  and  advifed  fpeaking,"  was  added, 
**  or  by  any  overt  adl." 

The  words  "  or  other  thing  or  things"  to  be  left  out. 

Between  the  words  ''  adjudged  to  be  a  traitor  and  traitors," 
infert  after  the  word  "  adjudged,"  "  cither  to  fufFer  fuch  punifh-* 
ment  as  may  now  by  law  be  infli^^cdin  cafes  of  high  mifdemeanors.'* 

The  period  within  Which  profecution  (hould  ht  domnienced  aftet 
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the  offence  had  been  comnuttcd,  was  filled  up  with  the  words 
<*  fix  calendar  months." 

The  Committee  having  gone  through  the  claufcs  of  the  bill,  the 
Houfc  was  refumcd  ;  the  report  of  the  Committee  was  bfooght  up, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed,  and  to  be  token  into  Ac  confidention 
of  the  Houfe  on  next  Friday. 

The  SECRETARY  AT  WAR,  purfuant  to  order,  bmught 
up  an  account  of  His  Majefty's  land  forces,  emigrant  and  fbrdgn 
regiments  and  cavalry ;  a  return  of  the  General  and  Staff  Offkcri 
ferving  under  Count  D'Artois,  or  any  other  French  officen,  in  the 
pay  and  fervice  of  Great  Britain. 

Ordered  to  He  on  the  tabic. 

The  Houfe  adjourned. 

Tuefdayj   tji  De,cember. 

Sir  WILLIAM  SCOTT  prefented  a  petition  from  1 66  of  the 
'  inhabitants  of  Caftle  Baynard  Ward,  requefting  Parliament  to  adopt 
mcafurcs_for  the  prevention  of  fcditious  meerings.  This  petition, 
he  fuppofed,  contained  the  fenfe  of  a  decided  majority  of  the  inha- 
bitants of  that  Ward  ;  becaufe,  out  of  the  196  perfons  who  figned 
the  former  petition  againd  the  bills  now  pending  m  Parlizmcnt, 
there  wei'e  not  more  than  132  inhabitant  houfeholdcrs- 

Mr.  FOX  faid,  it  was  fome  fati^fa6tion  to  find  that  this  petidon, 
with  many  others,  contained  no  approbation  of  the  prefcnt  bills, 
and,  as  to  the  affertion,  that  there  were  only  132  of  Ac  inhabi- 
tants who  (igned  the  former  potl'tion  againft  the  bills,  without  any 
perfonal  difrcfpc<3  to  the  learned  gentleman,  he  was  not  bound  xo 
believe  it,  unlefs  it  was  proved  in  a  Committee  of  Inquiry*  He 
had  never  known  any  petitions  coming  from  the  people  to  that 
Houfe,  with  refped  to  which  fuch  rumours  had  not  been  circulated ; 
and  as  to  the  learned  gentleman's  fuppofition,  of  the  decided  majo- 
•  rity  in  favour  of  this  petition,  hf  muft  fay  it  was  a  very  fttong  fup- 
pofition, to  fuppofe  that  there  were  fo  many  falfe  fubfcribers  on  00c 
fide  of  the  queftion,  and  none  on  the  other.  He  again  infiftcd, 
that  all  petitions  figned  at  public  meetings  had  more  weight  compa- 
ratively than  thofe  carried  from  houfe  to  houfe ;  and  the  rcafon  vas 
obvious,  when  the  enormous  and  intolerable  influence  of  the  Crown 
was  confidered.  Till  he  had  pofirive  proofs  of  the  contnry, 
therefore,  he  was  obliged  to  dilbeiievc  the  learned  gentleman's  af- 
fertion. 

Sir  WILLIAM  SCOTT  faid,  that  no fignatiires  could  be  ob- 
twned  by  a  fairer  method,  for  there  was  no  folicitarion  whatever. 
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Mr.  WILLIAM  SMITH  obfcrvcd  that  his  hpnourablc  fricndV 
aiguments  did  not  apply  cxclufively  to  this  petition. 

Mr.  M,  A,  TAYLOR  prefentcd  a  petition  againft  the  bills^ 
from  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  and  county  of  Poole.  The  meet- 
ing was  convened  by  the  Sheriff,  who  prefided  in  the  chair ;  the 
natmes  \ecrc  all  refpeSable,  and  he  was  happy  in  prefenting  fuch  a 
petition,  becaufe  he  thought  it  did  augur  well  when  the  inhabitant^ 
of  a  fea-port  town  like  Poole  remonftrated  againA  thofe  bills ;  a 
town  which  was  publicly  known  to  be  under  minifterial  influence, 
and  where  the  voters  were  fo  few,  when  compared  with  the  number 
of  inhabitants,  as  to  amount  only  in  the  proportion  of  1 20  voters, 
to  lurar  5000  inhabitants.  The  petition,  hefaid,  came  from  the 
merchants,  traders,  and  inhabitants,  and  many  of  the  BurgefTes 
names  appeared  amongft  them. 

Mr.  G.  W^  THOMAS  prefented  a  petition  againft  the  bills, 
from  the  inhabitants  of  Chichefter. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  prefented  a  petition  frbm  the  weavers  in 
Spttalfields,  Bethnal  Green,  &c.  amounting  to  between  2  and  3000 
perfons,  humbly  entreating  Parliament  not  to  pafs  the  bills  into  a 
law,  and  to  endeavour  to  procure  a  peace  on  fafe  and  honourable 
terms.   / 

Sir  JOHN  SINCLAIR  gave  notice,  that  on  Friday  next  he 
would  bring  forward  a  motion  of  coniiderable  importance.  During 
a  former  feflion,  the  Houfe  agreed  on  an  addrefs  to  the  Crown  to 
cftabliih  a  Board  of  Agriculture.  That  Board  was  accordingly 
cftabliftied,  and  much  of  its  time  had  been  employed  in  exanlining 
the  caufe  of  the  prefent  fcarcity,  and  in  providing  againft  a  return 
of  the  evil.  The  Board  had  come  to  feveral  refolutions  on  the  fub- 
jeft,  and  among  others,  thatof  the  neceiTity  of  cultivating  the  wafte 
lands,  with  a  requeft  that  he  fhould  bring  forward  the  fubjedt  in 
Parliament.  For  this  purpofe  he  would,  on  Friday  next,  move 
for  the  appointment  of  a  Sclcti  Committee,  to  take  into  confidera- 
tion  the  cultivation  of  the  wafte  lands  of  this  kingdom. 

Mr.  ERSKINE  faid,  he  held  in  his  hands  a  petition  from  1 0,000 
of  the  manufacturers,  merchants,  and  traders  of  Glafgow,  wRo 
had  come  forward  to  aflcrt  their  liberties,  againft  the  bills  now 
pending  in  Parliament.  He  was  apprifed,  that  no  lefs  than  three 
counter  petitions  would  appear,  one  from  the  Magiftrates  of  Glaf- 
gow and  Town  Council,  confifting  of  thirty-fix  gentlemen,  who 
have  no  connexion  w»ith  the  Burgeffes,  and  who  cleft  one  another, 
and  are  exempt  by  the  provifions  of  thcfc  bills  from  the  penaltiei 
and  reftraints  of  the  law.  The  other  was  from  the  Houfe  of  Mer« 
chants,  confifting  alfo  of  thirty-fix  perfons,  who  are  chofen  by  fivi 
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hundred  merchants,  many  of  whom  figncd  the  petition  which  he 
iif  ould^  have  the  honour  to  prefent  to  the  Houfe.  The  third  counter- 
petition  was  from  various  people,  whofe  names  might  be  commented 
on  when  the  petition  fhould  be  prcfented. 

Mr.  Secretary  DUNDAS  was  happy  that  he  had  the  laft  petidon 
which  the  learned  gentleman  had  mentioned  ;  and  the  other  two, 
he  obferved,  bad  already  been  prefented.  The  firft  was  finom  the 
political  rcprefcntatives  of  Glafgow,  and  the  other  from  the  Guil- 
dcrie,  which  the  learned  gentleman  muft  have  known  confiftcd  of 
the  whole  body  of  merchants  and  traders  in  Glafgow,  as  the  Guil- 
deric  of  every  Borough  is  the  houfe  of  trade  throughout  Scodand. 
When  the  Houfe  had  received  the  third,  they  would  find  that  the 
petitioners  confidercd  themfelves  to  be  die  great  body  of  refpedable 
inhabitants  in  Glafgow.  He  then  accufed  the  petitioners  againft 
the  bills  of  mifreprefcntation,  for  they  fummoned  the  inhabitants  of 
Glafgow  to  fign  petitions  againfl  the  bills  by  beat  of  drum  ;  ftating, 
that  if  they  pafled  into  a  law,  they  would  totally  annihilate  their  li- 
berties, and  infinuating,  that  religious  focictics  ceuld  no  longer  meet ; 
that  the  furviving  friends  of  deceafcd  pcnbns  could  no  longer  af- 
femble  in  any  large  number  at  a  funeral ;  and  that  all  iei^ivals  would 
be  fubjecft  to  the  fame  reftriflions.  Now  it  fo  happenedj  that  the 
inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Glafgow,  who  were  a  fevere  and  religious 
people,  and  accuftomed  to  aifemble  in  large  bodies  at  funerals,  to 
pay  the  laft  honour  to  the  dead,  were  deceived  by  thefc  mifreprcfcn^ 
rations  j  when  the  bill,  however,  was  explained  to  them,  the  great 
body  of  the  inhabitants,  who  were  difpofed  to  live  quietly,  drew  up 
this  petition,  praying,  that  the  bills  might  be  pafled  into  laws ;  and, 
in  order  that  their  names  might  be  fairly  inveftigated,  they  had  fub« 
fcrib^d  their  places  of  abode.. 

Mr.  ERSKINE  perfifted,  that  the  petitioners  in  favour  of  the 
Ijills  from  Glafgow  and  Edinburgh,  were  pofitively  exempt  from 
the  penalties  and  rcftraints  of  thefe  bills  when  pafled  into  a  law  ; 
and  furely  the  voice  of  fuch  interefted  individuals  cculd  not  be  put 
in  competition  with  that  of  men  whofe  independence  was  equal  to 
their  loyalty  and  love  for  the  Conftitution.  They  had  formed  a  juft 
opinion  of  the  prefent  mcafures,  if  they  conceived  them  the  funeral 
of  the  Conftitution,  The  right  honourable  gentleman  aded  con- 
formably to  that  profeflion  to  which  he  had  formerly  belongedi  in 
keeping  his  letters  in  his  pocket,  as  he  was  aware  that  they  could 
not  confiftently  he  received  as  evidence.  Mr.  Erikinc  aflferted,  on 
tlie  authority  of  Mr.  Ofwald,  that  the  thirty-fix  perfons  of  the 
Guilderic  were  a  J^elcd  Committee  of  the  500  mcr9hants,  a|id  that 
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the  names  of  many  of  tkofe  500  merchants  who  conftltuted  that 
Committee,  were  fubfcribcd  to  his  petition. 

Mr.  FOX  declared,  that  there  was  no  roan  more  defirous  togiv? 
weight  and  attention  to  men  of  property,  at  all  times  and  on  all 
occafions,  than  he  was.  But  if  ever  there  was  a  period  when  ai> 
exception  to  that  rule  was  demanded,  that  period  furely  had  arrived^ 
when  every  thing  (hould  be  avoided,  that  drew  invidious  diftindiion^ 
between  the  higher  and  lower  orders  of  fociety .  He  cautioned  thofe 
in  power  to  beware  how  they  promoted  a  fydcm  calculated  to  unite 
the  fich  againft  the  indigent.  This,  theoretically  fpeaking,  was 
bad  ;  pradically,  it  was  dangerous  and  ruinous.  There  was  noh 
tUng^  in  his  mind,  that  could  tend  more  to  affe6t  the  welUbeingof 
the  ftatc.  Whatever  means  might  be  taken  to  fiifle  the  voice  of 
the  people,  the  rich  would  ftill  enjoy  that  intercourfe,  and  the  ppwei: 
of  ftating  their  grievances,  and  calling  for  redrefs,  while  the  poopr 
would /be  precluded  from  the  means  of  approaching  the  high^ 
powers.  Who  then  would  fay  that  the  poor  were  not  more  in- 
terefted  than  the  rich,  in  objecting  to  thofe  laws  that  exclude  them 
ftom  redrefs  of  their  grievances  ?  The  Government  of  the  country 
was  not  lefs  valuable  to  the  lower  than  the  higher  order,  and  he 
was  concerned  to  find  that  there  feemed  a  difpofition  in  the  opppfite 
fide  of  the  Houfe  to  create  fuch  diftindlions.  By  thefe  bills  thi; 
poor  were  deprived  of  their  natural  (hare  in  the  Government ;  while 
the  rich,  by  their  influence  in  eledlions,  and  their  controul  over 
corporations,  would  gain  that  eafy  accefs  at  all  times,  to  ftate  their 
grievances  and  demand  redrefs,  which  the  poor  could  not  obtain. 
He  was  defirous  to  give  weight  to  men  of  property ;  but  ftill  he 
would  repeat,  that  the  poor  in  the  prefent  inftance  were  more  parti- 
cularly intcrefted.  Mr.  Fox  here  read  a  hand-bill,  fent  to  the 
mayor  of  Carmarthen,  from  the  port  office.  He  would  not,  h^ 
faid,  attribute  it  to  Government,  as  it  might  be  done  without  their 
knowledge,  by  their  agents,  but  it  contained  a  firing  of  the  moft 
grofs  mifrcprefentations  in  favour  of  the  prefent  meafurcs. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN,  in  allufion  to  the  advertifement  read  by  Mr. 
Fox,  faid,  that  the  poft  office  was  made  the  head  quarters  for  dif- 
fcminatingthc  mifrcprefentations  and  multifarious  libels  of  Govern- 
ment ;  the  expence  of  which  was  paid  by  the  public  money.  If 
fuch  meafurcs  were  countenanced  by  Government,  he  conceived  it 
a  matter  of  a  very  ferious  nature ;  and  when  he  received  better 
information  on  the  fubjc<S,  he  would  urge  it  as  worthy  of  parlia- 
mentary inveftigation.  He  next  adverted  to  what  had  fallen  from 
Alderman  Andcrfon  on  a  former  night,  who  brought  a  charge 
ag.iinft  the  pcrfons  that  rcquefted  him  to  call  a  meeting  of  the  \vard 
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^  rf  Alderrgate,  namely,  that  they  mfhcd  to  difplace  Mr.  Ktt  in 
©rdct  tor  make  room  for  Mr.  Fox.  A  contracTn^tion  had  appe?rc<i 
kt  the  public  prints,  (igned  by  four  of  the  perfons  who  waited  on 
the  hcmourable  Alderman  with  the  requifition ;  they  poHtivcly  dated, 
that  rtot  a  word  on  fuch  ja  fubjed  was  uttered.*  He  mud  treat  the 
ckcimtftance  therefore,  as  a  levity  iimilar  to  that  which  the  honour- 
able  Alderman  mentioned  with  rcfpcvfl  to  the  Duke  of  Bedford,  and 
tfae  idle  tale  he  had  heard  at  the  turnpike  gate,  but  now  hoped  he 
Wduld  have  die  candour  and  fairnefs  to  Aate  the  particulars  of  the 
interview  with  his  conftituents. 

Alderman  ANDERSON,  in  rcplv,  faid,  he  had  fccn  the  ad- 
l^ertifement  in  a  morning  paper  of  yeflerday,  (igned  by  four  gcndc- 
fiten,  which  was  artfully  drawn  up,  in  order  to  reprefent,  that  he 
had  delivered  a  ftatement  contrary  to  the  truth  ;  but  he  dcfpifed 
fcoth  them  and  the  advertifcment.  He  did  not  ftate  that  the  con- 
l^erfation  pafTed  when  the  parties  waited  on  him  with  the  requiii- 
f  fon^  He  told  them  at  the  time,  that  they  wiibed  to  take  him  by 
iurprife ;  but  on  the  next  day  one  of  the  perfons  made  ufc  of  tlie 
*  WOfdif  which  on  a  former  night  he  had  mentioned  ;  and  that  this 
was  the  real  ftate  of  the  cafe,  he  pledged  his  honour  to  the  Houfc. 

Mr<  ERSKINE  brought  up  the  Glafgow  petition,  which  was 

read. 

Mr*  Secretary  DUNDAS  obferved,  that,  upon  the  face  of  the 
petition  there  was  a  grofs  mifreprefentation  ;  for  it  ftatcd,  that  evoy 
meeting,  if  thefe  billf  pafTcd  into  law^  would  be  under  the  uncon- 
trouled  authority  of  tlie  magiftrates. 

Mr.  ERSKINE  defired  the  right  honourable  Secrctaiy  to  look 
flt  tiie  date  of  the  petition,  and  recoiled  that,  at  the  time,  luA 

*  The  following  is  the  Advertifement  alluded  to  in  the  conTerfatioD. 

To  the  Editor. 

Obferving  in  your  paprr  of  ihis  day,  in  the  debates  of  the  Houfc  of 
Commons,  an  affertion  made  by  Alderman  Aoderfoo,  that  the  pcrfoos 
who  wailed  upon  him  with  the  rcquilition  for  calling^  the  ward  of  Adcrf* 
gue  together,  in  reply  to  his  refulal,  that  they  delivered  thcmfclYcs  in 
the  f(4lowin<^  words  ;'  "  That  thoy  were  the  more  anxioqs  to  do  ir,  be- 
raufc  Mr.  Pitt  had  been  Minifkr  for  a  cjreat  many  years,  and  they  thought 
If  was  npw  high  time  for  Mr.  Fox  to  be  fo,"  we  beg  leave  to  aflert,  in 
the  mod  lolcmn  manner,  that  there  never  paffcd  between  the  Alderman 
and  the  undcrfigned  (who  were  the  perfons  deputed  to,  and  did  prccnt 
th'f  rcquiluion),  any  fuch  converf.ition  as  mentioned  by  the  Alderman, 
and  that'  the  names  of  Mr,  Pit  and  Mr.  Fox  were  never  introduced  in  any 
way  whatever, 

Robert  Alb.  Cox. 
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was  the  objed  of  the  bills ;  an  alteradoDj  he  underftooc^i  bad  after- 
wards taken  place  in  the  Committee.        * 

Mr.  Secretary  DUNDAS  explained,  that,,  on  the  firft  appear- 
ance of  the  bills,  no  meeting  of  any  eftablilhed,  conftitutcd  aiitiw- 
rity,   was  fo  controlcd. 

Mr.  FOX  had  no  difficult)'  in  faying,  that  all  meetinge  wcHiM^ 
in  general,  be  under  the  cognizance  of  magiftrates  by  the  paflingof 
thcfe  bills  ;  and  it  was  not  inaccurate  in  the  petition  to  ftate  to. 
But  he  faw  the  drift  of  Government  plain  enough.  It  was  to^e^ 
cribe  the  petitions  a'gainft  the.  bills  as  mifrcprcfentations,  in  ordi^ 
that  they  might  not  be  attended  to.  Hitherto  the  Parliament  ha4 
always  been  difpofed  to  conlider  the  petitions  of  the  people  in  d>ff 
indulgent  and  favourable  point  of  view. 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  wifhed  the  propofuioosof  Ae 
petitions  to  be  looked  to  with  a  confcientious  regard :  and,  if  Ae 
truth  could  be  fuftained,  to  comply  with  their  demand  ;  but,  if  not^ 
it  was  their  duty  to  convince  the  people,  that  the  fubjed  had  b.ef» 
totally  mifunderftood. 

Mr.  ERSKINE  prefented  a  petition  againft  the  bills  from  Ac 
bookfellers,  ftationcrs,  printers,  and  paper-makers,  who  conceived 
that,  if  they  paffed  into  a  law,  they  were  fo  immediately  eonneSbeil 
with  the  libaty  of  the  prefs,  as  to  threaten  them  with  bankrupts^ 
and  the  ruin  of  their  families. 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  wiflicd  this  qucftion  to  be  de- 
cided how  juflly  the  bills  could  be  faid  to  touch  the  liberties  of  the 
prefs  ? 

A  petition  from  the  aldermen  and  clergy  of  the  borough  of  Sc 
Albans,  for  meafures  to  prevent  feditious  meetings,  was  prefented^ 

Mr.  HENRY  THORNTON  prefented  one  to  the  fame  effc^ 
from  the  inhabitants  of  the  borough  of  Southwark.     When  die  in- 
habitants ware  convened  upon  a  former  occafion,  he  faid,  50049 
people  were  affembled  in  the  town  hall,  and  the  majority  in  favour 
of  a  petition  againft  the  bills  was  fo  great,  that,  according  to  the 
-report  of  fpme  people,  there  were  four  or  five  to  one,  and  in  the 
q>inion  of  others  feven  and  eight  to  one.     That  meeting,  he  eon* 
fefled,  was  not  other^^ife  tumultuous  than  any  other  meeting  in  a 
town  hail,  and,  therefore,  though  of  a  different  opinion  himieifa^ 
to  the  nature  and  necefTity  of  the  bills  in  queftion,  and  conceivifig 
that  a  reprefcntative  was  always  bound  to  adopt  the  fentiments  of  bif 
conftituents,  he  truAed  to  a  future  opportunity  for  explaining  hii 
diflcnt  from  them  to  their   fatisfaflion.     It  was  with  no  (mall 
pleafure  that  he  now  informed  the  Houfe  he  was  able  to  pronounce 
the  general  fenfe  of  his  conflituents  with  accuracy,  and  had  found 
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ifotti  ext)eriehce  of  three  pariflies  out  of  five,  that  die  majority  ad- 
Ihitted  the  neceflity  and  approved  of  the  conlfaruAion  of  the  bHls. 
The  way  in  which  he  formed  this  opinion  was  upon  the  following 
fads :  feme  gentlemen  had  prepared  the  petition  which  he  now 
j>refentedy  and  waited  on  the  inhabitants  at  their  own  houfes.  Two- 
thirds  of  the  inhabitants  decliiled  all  interference,  but  left  it  to  the 
care  of  their  reprefcntatives ;  many  of  them  were  not  at  home  when 
the  gentlemen  called,  who  never  made  a  fecond  application,  and 
the  remainder  were  in  oppolition  to  the  bills.  Yet  in  St.  Maria 
Overy's  pari(h,  out  of  500  houfeholders,  250  had  iigned  the  pre- 
sent petition  ;  in  St.  Saviour's,  out  of  230  houfeholders,  1 20  had 
iigned  it ;  and  in  St.  Olavc*s,  59.  The  petition  contained  720 
Signatures,  and  there  were  never  more  than  1 800  eleSors,  fo  that 
6ne-half  of  the  whole  of  the  houfekeepers  of  Southwark,  faying 
tcot  and  lot,  that  was,  high  and  low,  excluding  thofe  who  pay  no 
faxes,  might  be  faid  to  be  in  favour  of  the  bill. 

Lord  JOHN  RUSSELL  did  not  rife  to  objcft  to  bringji^  up 
the  petition,  but  he  wondered  how  the  honourable  gendeman  oould 
Ihte  that  petition  to  be  the  general  fenfe  of  the  inhabitants,  or  al- 
low it  to  be  a  decided  majority,  even  if  the  electors  were  no  more 
than  1800,  though  Lord  John  Ruflel  had  heard  them  computed 
at  2000.  There  was  a  material  difference,  however,  he  ob- 
ferved,  in  the  manner  of  figning  the  two  petitions.  This  was  only 
figned  by  three  parifhes  out  of  five,  after  preparation,  opportunity, 
and  individual  application,  while  the  other  was  voluntarily  figned 
in  the  fpace  of  twenty-four  hours  only,  by  upwards  of  800. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  prefented  a  petition  numeroufly  figned,  and 
from  a  body  of  men  rcfpcd^ablc  to  the  community,  againfl  the 
bills.  It  was  the  petition  of  the  merchant  ihipwrights,  and  was 
figned  by  near  1000  perfons. 

Mr.  SARJEANT  brought  up  the  returns  of  the  artillefy,  and 
General  Mac  Leod  moved  that  they  be  printed. 

Ordered. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  brought  up  the  Report  of  the  Committee  ap- 
[tinted  by  the  Houfc  to  inquire  who  was  the  author  of  a  libellous 
pamphlet  complained  of  by  die  Houfe,  intituled  "  Thoi^htson 
Government  r" 

The  Clerk  read  the  Report,  of  which  the  following  is  a  copy : 

REPORT 
From  the  Committee  appointed  to  inquire  who  was  the  Author  of 
(he  Pamphlet,  intifuled,  "  Thouglits  on  the  Ei^lifh  Ciovcrn* 
mcnt — addrefied  to  the  quiet  good  fcnfc  of  the  People  of  Eng- 
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land ;  in  a  ferics  of  Letters —  Letter  the  Firft,  on  the  National 
Charaflcr  of  Englifhmen — The  Nature  of  the  EngliQi  Govern- 
ments—The Corruptions  caufed  in  both  by  the  Introdudlion  of 
French  Principles — The  Effe<Ss  produced  by  the  Reformation 
and  the  Revolution  upon  Political  Principles — The  Condudt  of 
the  Whig  Party — The  Chara6ter  of  the  modern  Democrats^ — 
London,  Printed  for  J.  Owen,  No.  i68,  Piccadilly — 1795  ;" 
and  wlio  were  empowered  to  report  their  proceedings,  from  time 
to  time,  to  the  'Houfe ;  have,  purfuant  to  the  order  of  the 
Houfe,  inquired  into  the  matter  to  them  referred,  and  agreed 
upon  the  follow! ng-'Rcport. 

Mr,  JOHN  OWEN  being  examined,  faid,  that  he  is  a  bockfcller,'  and 
lives  in  Piccadilly. 

And  being  alked,  if  he  knew  a  publication,  intituled,  *•  Thoughts  on 
tbtf  £ngli(h  Government  ?  he  replied,  yes ;  his  name  was  iigned  to  it. 

After  this  declaration,  Mr.  Owen  declined  giving  any  farther  informa- 
tion to  your  Committee,  on  the  pica  that  it  might  tend  to  criminate 
himfclf. 

And  being  finally  alked,  whether  he  perfified  in  refufing  to  anfwcr  any 
qocftions  the  Committee  might  put  to  him  ?  he  replied,  yes. 

Mr.  JOHN  LAKE  beine  examined,  faid,  that  he  knows  Mr,  Wright, 
the  printer,  in  Peterborough  Court,  as  alfo  Mr.  Street  and  Mr.  Stump. 

And  being  examined,  whether  he  ever  heard  thefe  perfont  fpeak  of  a 
pamphlet,  intituled,  "  Thoughts  on  the  EngUfh  Government?"  he  faid, 
he  had. 

And  being  aflccd,  whether  he  ever  heard  them  fpeak  of  the  author  of 
the  pamphlet  ?  he  faid,  yes ;  and  that  he  Heard  Mr.  Mac  Dowall's  bro- 
ther acknowledge  that  he  compofed  the  prefs  for  the  pamphlet,  particu- 
larly thoie  parts  which  have  been  deemed  libellous  by  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons ;  and  alfo  that  Mr.  Reeves  had  been  backwards  and  forwards  at  the 
o£cc,  and  the  pamphlet  was  commonly  known  throughout  the  office  by 
the  name  of  Mr.  Reeves's  pamphlet. — That  Mr.  Wright,  the  printer, 
«^s  commiifioned  by  Mr.  Reeves  to  get  a  perfon  to  publifli  the  faid  pam- 
phlet; and  in  confequence,  Mr.  Wright  applied  to  feveral  bookfellers,. 
who  iefu(cd  to  publifh  it,  Mr.  Wright  refufing  to  give  up  the  author; 
and  Mr.  Owen,  in  Piccadilly,  undertook  to  publifh  it,  and  Mr.  Wright's 
porter  delivered  it,  by  the  name  of  Mr.  Reeves's  pamphlet,  to  Mr.  Owe^; 
and  the  witnefs  thinks  Mr.  Mac  Dowall's  brother  faid,  that  Mr.  Reeves 
Dude  fome  interlineations  at  his  frame,  whUe  compofing,  and  that  Mr. 
RccTcs  generally  correfted  the  prefs. 

Mr.  CHARLES  MAC  DO  WALL  being  examined,  faid,  that  he  is 
compofitor  to  Mr.  Wright.  That  he  recoUcfts  the  pamphlet,  intituled, 
"  Thoughts  on  the  Englifh  Government,"  being  printed  at  his  office. 

And  being  aiked,  whether  the  prefs  was  correAed  during  the  printing 
of  the  pamphlet  from  the  manufcript  fheets?  he  faid,  it  was. 

And  being  aiked,  what  perfons  he  faw  fuperintending  the  prefs,  and 
corrrding  the  proofs  ?  be  replied,  no  one^  but  Mr.  Reeves. 

And  bein^  aflced,  'if  he  knew  Mr.  Reeves  by  fight ;  he  faid,  yes ;  he 
livtt  m  Cecil  Street. 

And  beine  aiked,  whether  he  law  Mr.  Reeves  frequently  during  the 
printing  of  the  pamphlet,  fuperintending  the  work?  he  faid,  yes. 

Vol.  XLUL  3CL 
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And  being  aflced,  if  he  ever  faw  Mr.  peeves  write  on  or  correft  xaf  of 

the  proofs?  he  faid,  he  was  not  certain. 

And  bebg  aflced »  whether  he  ever  fpoke  to  Mr.  Reeves  at  Mr. 
Wright's  ?  he  faid,  yes,  frequently. 

And  being  alked,  whether  Mr.  Reeves's  condaA  at  Mr.  Wright's  was 
fuch  as  to  lead  the  witnefs  to  beliove  him  to  be  the  author  of  the  pamphlet, 
he  replied,  yes. 

And  being  aflced,  whether  he  knew  the  hand-writing  of  Mr.  Rcctcs? 
he  faid,  yes,  the  hand- writing  that  goes  for  his. 

And  being  aflced,  was  the  hand- writing  of  this  pamphlet »  in  his  opi- 
nion, the  ume  as  the  hand- writing  that  goes  for  Mr.  Reeves's,  be 
faid,  yes.  ' 

WILLIAM  AUGUSTUS  MIl-ES,  Efquire,  being  examined,  was 
aflced,  whether  he  has  any,  and  what;  reafon  to  know  who  is  the  author 
of  the  pamphlet,  intituled,  •'  Thoughts  on  the  Englifti  Governtnent  r" 
he  faid,  yes.  In  tho-firft  inflance,  from  Mr.  Owen's  having  preicnted  it 
to  him  as  Mri  Reeves's  pamphlet  j  and  in  the  courfe  of  a  few  hoars  after- 
wards,  meeting  Mr.  Reeves  turning  out  of  the  Trcafury,  he  (the  win^efe) 
informed  him.  that  he  had  received  a  pamphlet  written  by  him.  Mr. 
Reeves  aflced  him  the  title  ?  He  told  him. — Mr.  Reeves  then  inquired,  if 

John  Owen  had  informed  him,  that  he  (Mr.  Reeves)  was  the  anther? 
'rom  delicacy  to  the  book  feller,  he  faid,  no ;  but  the  fecret  was  revealed 
by  a  printer's  man,  who,  by  Mr.  Owen's  declaration,  he  nndcrftood  to 
be  Mr.  Wright's  man. — Mr.  Reeves  then  earnefily  recommended  him  to 
read  the  pamphlet ;  and  to  the  bell  of  his  recollection,  Mr.  Reeves  defircd 
him  to  let  him  know  what  he  thought  of  it. — That  the  witnefs,  oo  his 
return,  read  it,  and  found  the  following  pafTage  : 

**  In  fine,  the  Government  of  England  is  a  monarchy ;  the  monarchy 
is  the  ancient  flock  from  which  have  fprung  thofe  goodly  branches  of  the 
Legiflature,  the  Lords  and  Commons,  that  at  the  fame  time  give  orna- 
ment to  the  tree,  and  afford  fhelter  to  thofe  who  feek  protedion  nndcr 
it,^  £ut  thefe  are  flill  only  branches,  and  derive  their  origin  and  their 
nutriment  from  their  common  parent ;  they  may  be  lopprd  oW,  and  the 
tree  is  a  tree  flill :  fhorn  indeed  of  its  honours,  but  not  like  them  cafi 
into  the  fire.  The  Kingly  Government  may  go  on,  in  all  its  fundions, 
without  Lords  or  Commons,"-  fo  repugnant  to  the  principles  of  tlie  Revo- 
lution of  i6SS,  that  the  witnefs  immediately  fent  a  tranfcript  of  it  to  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  accompanied  by  a  letter;  and  on  the 
morning  following,  the  witnefs  wrote  a  letter  to  Mr.  Reeves ;  a  copy  of 
which  letter  was  delivered  in  to  the  Committee,  and  read,  the  witneis  re- 
quefling  it  might  fland  a  {$art  of  his  examination ;  and  is  as  follows : 

Pall  Mall,  November  5,  -1795. 

"  I  have  read  your  pamphlet.  Sir,  with  equal  attention  and  conocm ; 
with  attention^  becaufe  you  recommended  it  flrongly  to  my  perufal,  pA 
with  concern,  becaufe  I  was  hurt  that  any  man,  acquainted  with  the 
principles  of  the  Engliih  Conflitution,  fhould  have  the  indifcretion  or 
effrontery  to  mifreprefent  them  in  a  manner  fo  very  grofs  and  nnpardon* 
able. — Such  writings  tend  to  bring  monarchy  much  more  into  difrcpote 
than  the  harangues  of  Mr.  Thelwall  and  Co.;  and  monarchy  in  this 
country  Moes  not  require  to  be  fuflained  by  trick  and  contrivance;  it 
has  the  fupport  of  reafon,  policy,  and  experience.  The  oonfenie  and 
falfehoods  of  writers,  who  only  prove  their  ignorance  or  fervility,  will 
endanger  it;  and  if  my  advice  fhoold  be  alked^  I  would  icriooily  rccoa 
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nend  700  to  defeiMl  the  excellencies  of  our  Conftitution  by  its  excellent, 
citt-'fo^  they  plead  far  more  eloquently  in  his  favour »  than  either  your 
writings  or  thofe  of  Mr.  Burke.    The  misfortune  is,  that  you  confound 
the  abii(cs  of  Government  with  the  Government  itfelf;  and  having  by 
fu  a  aioch  greater  and  more  decided  intcreft  in  the  prefervation  of  the 
one  than  of  the  other,  your  anxiety  for  the  latter  is  merely  a  contingency 
on  the  former,  and  becomes  a  mere  fecondary  confideration.     I  wiU  tell 
you  very  candidly,  that  I  thought  you  were  going  greater  lengths  than 
either  fedU  or  policy  wrarranted,  m  November  1792  ;  and  I  am  inclined 
to  believe,  that  your  prefent  labours  arc  more  likely  to  do  mifchief  than 
good.     What  you  havefaid  in  pages  12  and  13,  would,  in  the  reign  of 
George  thefirft,  havefent  you  to  the  pillory  ;  and  if  Ministers  difcharge  their 
duty,  they  muft  difcourage  the  publication  in  queftion — for  it  is  no  left 
incumbent  on  them  to  difcouatenance  attacks  on  the  confticution  from  one 
dcfcription  of  men  than  from  another.    Whether  it  is  aiTailed  by  the  in* 
temperate  zeal  of  royalifts  or  republicans,  it  ought  to  be  defended ;  for  it 
has  equal  danger  to  apprehend  from  the  extravagant  pretentions  of  the 
one  and  the  rancorous  animofity  of  the  other,  and  as  an  individual  ia- 
terefted  in  its  prefervation,  I  will  oppofe  coute  quUl  coute,  any  innovation 
on  the  part  of  the  Crown,  as  vehemently  as  I  would  on  the  part  of  demo- 
cracy ;  and  if  yon  held  the  bleffings  of  a  free  Conftitution  ,in  as  much  re- 
vcrenoe,  and  the  fmiles  of  Lord  Hawkeibury  as  cheap,  as  I  do,  your  name 
would  not  be  fo  generally  deteited,  and  the  part  that  you  would  hare 
taken  in  thofe  political  queftions  which  unhappily  divide  us,  would  have 
been  much  more  to  your  credit,  tho'  not  fo  lucrative. — ^I  (honld  not  have 
(aid  thus  much,  if  you  had  not  prefled  me  to  read  a  pamphlet  that  is  very 
ill  calculated  to  allay  the  ferment  in  men's  minds,  and  which  I  con&ler 
as  a  libel  on  the  Conftitution — injurious  to  the  intereils  and  to  the  dignity 
of  the  Crown,  and  an  infult  to  that  good  fcnfe  to  which  you  have  ap- 
pealed— ^I  have  only  to  add,  that  I  (hall  moft  cordially  rejoice  when  thoe 
diCputes  are  at  an  end,  and  when  queftions  of  this  nature  ceafe  to  animate 
our  conrerfarions,  and  to  four  men's  difpofitions  towards  each  other**- 
foch  queftions  cannot  benefit  the  caufe  you  wifli  to  ferve,  but  they  may 
rsin  it ;  and  it  well  behoves  you.  Sir,  to  paufe  and  think  i" 

"  I  am,  &c." 
'*  To  John  Reeves,  Efq ; 
Cfccil  Street,  Stand." 

And  the  witnefs  being  a(ked,  whether  he  received  any  aufwer  from  Mr. 
Reeves,  difavowing  his  being  the  author  of  the  pamphlet  ?  he  iaid,  he 
did  not. 

And  bein?  afked,  if  he  has  any  reafon  to  know  that  Mr.  Reeves  receiv- 
ed the  letter?  he  replied,  yes ;  from  Mr.  Reeves's  having  expofed  it  to 
Mr,  Wright,  in  conlcqucnce  of  a  paragraph  in  the  Morning  Chronicle  of 
the  9th  inftant,  in  which  the  ofFenfive  extract  was  inclu&d  ;  in  confe* 
qucncc  of  which  Mr.  Wright  came  to  Mr.  Owen,  and  found  fault  with 
aim  for  having  accufed  Mr.  Reeves  of  being  the  author,  informing  Mr. 
Owen  that  he  (the  witnefs)  muft  have  fent  the  extradl  to  that  Morning 
Chronicle  ;  in  confequence  of  which  the  witnefs  wrote  to  Mr.  Reeves  Ji 
letter  of  which  the  following  is  a  copy ;  which  was  read ;  viz. 

Sir,  *♦  Pall  Mall,  Nov.  11,1 799. 

Your  printer  has  infinuated,  that  the  Hbcllous  extraft .  from  your 
hiet,  which  appeared  in  the  Morning  Chronicle  on  the  9'th  inftant, 

3QLa 
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was  fent  by  me,  and  he  draws  that  condafion  from  haviog  (cen  the  pri- 
vate letter  that  I  addrefled  to  you  on  ttiat  fubjed,  the  6t|i  iaftant.  k  U 
meielj  to  refute  a  falfehood,  which  may  be  the  foundation  of  moch  cakmny 
and  mifreprefentation,  that  I  aflfure  you  I  was  perfedly  ignorant  of  the 
extradl,  or  any  comment  on  it* -having  been  fcnt  to  any  of  the  puUic 
prints. — It  18  however  incumbent  on  me  to  add,  that  I  perfectly  approre 
of  the  expofure*  from  the  full  convidion  I  have,  that  fuch  dodnneshaTc 
a  dired  tendency  to  mifchief,  and  to  alienate  tl^  afiedions  of  the  people 
from  His  Majefty  and  His  Government.  As  you  have  judged  it  expe- 
dient to  expofe  my  correfpondence  in  part,  I  call  on  yonr  caodoor  to  pro- 
duce the  whole  of  it,  or  I  ihall  be  under  the  necefTay  of  (ending  copies 
of  my  letter  to  the  different  papers  in  defence  of  myfelf.*' 

"  1  am.  Sir. 
Your  humble  Servant, 
"  To  John  Reeves,  Efq  ;  William  Miles," 

Cecil  Street.': 

And  being  aikcd,  whether  he  ever  heard  Mr.  Reeves  give  any  direc- 
tions refped^mg  the  circulation  of  this  pamphlet  I  he  replied,  on  Satundaj 
the  2ift  inftant,  Mr.  Reeves  came  into  Mr.  Owen's  (hop>  andinqaiitJi 
how  the  pamphist  attributed  to  him  went  off,  or  in  words  to  that  cSc^» 
Mr.  Reeves  then  put  one  or  more  pamphlets  in  his  pocket,  and,  in  the 
witnefs's  hearing,  defirediix  copies  of  the  pamphlet  in  queftion  to  be  ibi 
to  Lord  Hawkefburv's  office. 

Mr.  BENJAMIN  HINTON  being  examined,  faid,  that  he  is  porttr 
to  Mr.  Wright  the  printer,  and  delivers  out  the  pttbHcations.^*That  he 
remembers  delivering  out  a  pamphlet,  intituled,  *•  Thoughts  on  the  £ng- 
liih  Government." — That  he  delivered  it  to  Mr.  Owen  the  bookfeUer  in 
Piccadilly — l*hat  he  had  been  printing  an  addrefs  from  Mr.  Reeves  to  the 
King — That  when  he  delivered  the  pam^>hlet  to  Mr.  Owen,  he  (the  wit- 
nefs)  faid  it  was  Mr.  Reeves's  pamphlet — That  he  has  feen  Mr.  Reevei 
come  into  Mr.  Wright's  printing  oRice — That  he  knows  Mr.  Reeves's 
perfon — As  near  as  the  witncis  can  guefs,  the  pamphet  came  into  hii 
hands  about  a  fortnight  ago ;  and  before  that,  he  had  icen  Mr.  Reeves  at 
the  office  fcveral  times. 

Mr.  THOMAS  WRIGHT,  a  printer,  being  examined,  was  alkcd, 
whether  he  knew  the  author  of  the  pamphlet,  intituled,  '*  Thoughts  on 
the  Englifh  Government  ?"  He  replied,  he  declined  giving  up  the  name 
of  the  author. 

And  being  aJked,  upon  what  principle  he  refufed  to  anfwcr  the  quef- 
tion  ?  he  faid,  one  of  the  iirft  Icflbns  inculcated  on  a  printer  upon  his  ini- 
tiation into^his  profeffion  is,  that  the  name  of  the  author  of  a  manufcript 
committed  to  his  care  or  keeping  is  a  mod  facred  depofit,  from  which  he 
is  never  to  part  without  the  alTent  or  permiffion  of  the  author,  Qnlcfs 
compelled  by  public  juftice. 

And  being  alked,  whether  helhould  think  himfclfjuftified -in  printing 
any  manufcript  on  any  political  fubjeCt  brought  to  his  office  ;  he  laid,  no, 
by  no  means;  he  would  exercife  that  judgement  and  difcretion  which  he 
podefTes,  in  determining  whether  it  contained  matter  of  a  libellous  nature, 
whether  public  or  private,  or  any  thing  that  was  againft  what  is  called 
contra  horws  mm'es — T*hat  he  h.is  endeavoured  to  exercife  that  judgea)ent 
in  all  the  publications  which  he  bad  been  concerned  in. 

And  bting  aflced,  whfiher  he  had  n  ad  the  pamphlet  in  qucftion  ?  he 
replied,  yes;  and  if  he  haJ  fcen  any  thing  lie  thought  objectionable  he 
wiiuld  not  have  printed  it. 
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And  the  witnefa  being  aiked»  would  not  the  authority  of  the  perfon 
bringing  him  a  work  weigh  with  him  as  well  as  his  private  judgement } 
be  replied,  the  authority  of  the  jxrfon  bringing  him  a  work  to  print  would 
wei^h  with  him  (as  he  believes  it  would  with  every  other  printer)  as  well 
as  hu  private  judgment. 

And  being  aiked,  whether  he  had  ever  converfcd  with  Mr.  Reeves  on 
thefubje^l  of  the  pamphlet  in  queftion  ?  he  faid,  yes.  % 

And  being  afkcd,  whether  he  meant  to  fay,  that  he  had  not  converfed 
with  Mr.  Reeves  for  this  month  paft»  on  the  fnbjed  of  the  pamphlet  ?  he 
Hud,  not  as  che  author  of  it,  to  his  knowledge,  but  as  the  perfon  who 
fuperintcnded  the  corredion  of  the  prefs. 

And  being  afked,  in  what  refped  did  Mr.  Reeves  fuperintend  the  cor- 
redtion  of  the  prefs  ?  he  faid,  in  correcting  the  proofs,  which  he  might  do 
for  a  friend. 

And  beins:  alked,  when  the  publicarion  wu  printed,  to  what  publifher 
did  he  fend  it  ?  he  replied,  to  the  perfon  whofc  name  is  at  the  bottom  .of 
the  pamphlet. 

And  being  aiked,  whether  he  did  not  know  that  perfon  was  Mr.  Owen  ? 
he  faid»  certainly. 

And  being  aiked,  by  whofe  advice  or  direction  did  he  fend  the  pamphlet 

to  Mr.  Owen?  he  faid,  by  the  advice  and  diredion  of  no  perfon it  was 

his  own  doing  entirely <— he  employed  Mr.  Owen. 

And  being  aflced,  whether  he  tiad  ever  any  converfation  with  Mr, 
Reeves  xefpeding  Mr.  Owen  being  the  publilher?  he  faid,  not  previous 
to  it ;  but  as  Mr.  Reeves  had  corrected  the  pamphlet,  he  mentioned  it  to 
him  as  the  gentleman  who  had  corroded  the  pamp/hlet. 

And  being  aflced,  had  this  pamphlet  not  anfwered  inpointof  fale,  from 
whom  fhoold  he  eaped  to  be  paid  ?  he  faid,  from  no  one ;  the  lofs  would 
have  been  his  own,  and  he  unaerftands  the  profit  would  alfo  be  his. 

And  being,  aiked,  from  what  authority  he  undertlood  the  profit  of  this 
pamphlet  would  have  been  his,  >  if  it  fold  well  ?  he  replied,  from  the  gen- 
tleman from  whom  he  received  the  manufcript. 

And  being  aiked,  who  was  that  gentleman  ?  He  replied,  the  gentleman 
who  correded  .the  pamphlet. 

And  being  aiked,  was  not  that  gentleman  Mr.  Reeves  ?  he  anfwered, 
he  had  faid  that  above. 

And  the  evidence  being  read  to  th^  witnefs,  he  was  afked,  whether  he 
had  any  explanation  to  add  to  the  anfwers  he  had  already  given  ?  he  faid, 
he  bad  not. 

Mr.  JOHN  GILLET  being  examined,  and  (hewn  the  pamphlet,  inti- 
tnled,  "  Thoughts  on  theEngliih  Government,*'  be  was  aiked.  Whether 
he  had  not  heard  Mr.  Owen  declare  that  Mr.  Reeves  was  the  author  of 
that  pamphlet  ?  he  replied,  yes,  in  his  own  (hop  frequently. 

Mr.  THOMAS  GILLET  being  examined,  was  aiked,  vvheiher  he  was 
not  in  Mr.  Owen's  (hop  on,  or  about^  Saturday  the  21ft  November  ?  he 
faid,  yes. 

And  being  afked  to  relate  any  converfation  he  heard  refpeding  the  cir- 
eulacionof  the  pamphlet,  intituled,  "  Thoughts  on  the  Englilh  Govern- 
ment ?"  he  informed  your  Committee,  that  Mr.  Reeves  came  into  the 
(hop,  and  faid  to  Mr.  Owen,  •«  Where  is  this  pamphlet,  that  is  afcribeJ 
tome." — Mr.  Owen  pointed  to  the  pamphlet.-^Mr.  Reeves  took  one  up, 
and  doubled  it,  and  put  it  in  his  pocket,  and  afked  whether  it  had  fold 
well — ^he  then  defired  him  to  fend  half  a  dozen  to  fome  perfon's  oflicp  ia 
We^bninfter,  but  he  (the  wttnefs}  did  not  diHindly  hear  to  whofe  office. 
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Mn  STEPHEN  JONES  being  examined,  faid.  he  is  emplofed  in  Mr. 
Wright's  office  as  overfeer  in  his  bufinefst  and  b  fuperiiitecider  of  lA  the 
publications  in  his  office. 

Being  (hewn  the  pamphlet,  intitoled,  '*  Tbonghts  on  the  EolHh  Oovrni- 
ment,"  he  was  afked,  whether  he  fuperintcnded  the  progrefsy  thxoQ^  the 
prcffi,  of  that  pamphlet  ?   he  faid,  he  did. 

And  being  aflced,  whether  he  coTre<5ted  the  proofs  f  he  faid,  he  did. 

And  being  alkcd,  whether  he,  and  he  alone,  corrc^ed  the  prools  ?  he 
faid,  no— he  correfted  them  in  conjunction  with  Mr.  Wnghr, — Mr. 
Wright  invariably  correded  them  the  firf^  or  the  fecond  time — no  ihert 
went  to  the  prefs  without  his  reading  it. 

And  being  afked,  did  no  other  perfon  fuperintend  the  corre^og  the 
Drefs  beiides  himfeJf  and  Mr.  Wright  ?  he  £ud,  yes,  there  did. 

And  being  afked,  who  was  thjt  perfon  ?  he,  faid,  Mr.  Rccvci. 

And  being  aiked,  if  he  received  dire^lions  from  any  pcribo  (bpena- 
leding  or  correding  the  prefs  of  a  manufcript  printed  at  his  ho«iie,  ihouH 
he  thmk  himfeif  bound  to  attend  to  thofe  diredions,  unlefs  he  confidercd 
the  perfon  giving  them  as  the  author  or  ading  for  the  author  ?  he  faid, 
he  fhould  not ;  he  (hould  not  fu&r  any  one  corredion  to-be  made  ooder 
fuch  circumftances. 

And  being  alked,  whether  he  attended  to  any  diredion  or  correction 
given  to  him  in  the  cafe  of  printing  the  pamphlet  in  queftion,  from  Mr. 
Reeves^  he  replied,  yes. 

Then,  in  point  of  fad,  he  was  afked,  did  he  confider  Mr.  RecTes  as 
the  author,  or  adingfor  the  author  ?  he  replied,  moft  certainly. 

And  being  afked,  whether  he  has  any  part  of  the  original  copy  ?  he  be- 
iievcs  there  may  be  fome  about  the  Houfe. 

And  beinj;^  afked,  if  there  are  any  proof  fheets  about  the  Houfe«  cor- 
reded  by  Mr.  Reeves  ?  he  faid,  he  ia  inclined  to  think  there  are. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  being  again  examined,  was  afked,  how  long  Mr.  Josaes 
had  fuperintcnded  his  bufinefs  ?  he  faid,  four  or  nve  years. 

And  being  afked,  whether  he  had  ever  had  reafon  to  doubt  of  Mr. 
Jones's  veracity  or  accuracy  }  he  replied,  that  he  never  had  the  lead  doubt 
of  his  veracity  or  accuracy.     Then, 

Mr.  JONES  (having  been  direded  by  the  Committe  to  endeavour  to 
find  the  prpof  fheets  alluded  to  in  his  evidence)  returned,  and  was  again 
examined ;  and  being  atked,  if  he  had  found  any  of  the  proof  fheeu  ?  he 
replied,  he  had  brought  the  fi rfl  be  could  lay  his  hands  on.— They  are 
not  complete. ' 

Then  the  witnefs  produced  the  faid  fheets,  and  faid,  that  a  few  of  the^ 
alterations  in  the  margin  may  be  his  own,  which  would  be  confined  to 
typographical  errata.     1  hat  he  cannot  fpcak  pofirively  to  all  the  ochcis, 
but  lomeare  Mr*  Reeves's,  to  thebefl  of  his  recollection. 

And  being  Hfked,  whether  he  had  not  himfclf  feen  Mr.  Reeves  write 
upon  fome  one  of  the  papers  now  delivered  in  by  him  to  the  Committee  ? 
he  faid,  he  had  feen  Mr.  Reeves  make  alterations  on  certain  of  the  (hcets» 
but  he  could  notirom  memory  fbite  which  they  are. 

And  being  afked,  whether  he  knew  Mr.  Reeves's  hand- writing?  lie£ud« 
he  thinks  he  does. 

He  was  then  defired  to  look  over  the  proof  fheets  delivered  io  by  him, 
and  point  out  what  notes  or  obfervatiohs  are,  to  the  beft  of  his  knowledge, 
Mr.  Reeves *s  hand- writing. 

And  the  witnefs  having  looked  over  the  faid  fheets,  he  faid,  he  finds 
all  the pafFage^  now  marked  by  him  with  a  ciof^  aie,  to  the  beil  of  his  be* 
>f,  Mr,  Reeves's  hand  writing. 
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And  being  again  fifked,  whether  b«  had  not  himfelf  a^aally  feen  Mr. 
Reeves  in  thea^i  of  nnarking  the  proof  Iheets,  or  fome  of  them,  now  de« 
livcredin  by  him?  hcfaid,  he  had.  * 

And  being  aikcd,  in  whole  hand-writing  is  the  feparate  paper  included 
in  the  (heets  delivered  in  by  him,  which  feparate  paper  appears  to  be 
part  of  the  title  of  the  faid  pamphlet  ?  he  faid,  he  believed  it  to  be  Mr. 
Keeves*t. 

And  being  afked,  whether  he  has  had  knowledge  of  Mr.  Reeves  print- 
ing other  publications  at  Mr.  V/ right's  office  ?  he  replied,  yes,  very  many. 
He  has  been  in  the  habit,  and  had  the  opportunity  of  knowing  Mr. 
Reeves  V  hand-writing. 

And  being  alked,  with  thofe  means  and  opportunity  of  knowing  his 
hand-writing,  has  the  witneis  any  doubt  that  this  feparate  paper,  and  the 
obfervations  and  notes  in  the  (heets,  are  in  Mr.  Reeves's  hand-writing  ? 
be  faid,  he  had  not. 

And  being  a(ked,  what  Mr.  Reeves  is  the  perfon  referred  to  by  him,  as 
the  corrcftor  of  the  proof  iheecs,  and  fuperintcnder  of  the  publication 
of  this  pamphlet?  he  anfwerevl,  Mr.  John  Reeves,  the  Chairman  of 
the  alFociation  for  protecting  liberty  and  property  againil  republicans  and 
levellers. 

The  evidence  having  been  read  over  to*  the  witncfs,  he  was  afked,  whe- 
ther he  had  any  explanation  or  farther  obfervation  to  make  upon  it  ?  he 
replied,  he  had  not.— Then, 

Mr.  WRIGHT  was  farther  examined,  and  alked,  whether  he  conceives 
Mr.  Jones  has  a  right  to  fend  out  proof  flieets  or  pamphlers,  without  an^r 
direi^  communication  with  him  ?  he  faid,  yes ;  he  is  in  the  habit  of  doioj; 
fo,  as  well  as  all  other  overfeers  in  printing  offices. 

And  bring  alked,  from  his  knowledge  of , Mr.  Jones,  does  he  fuppofe 
he  would  deliver  any  proof  (heets,  as  from  his  office,  that  were  not  printed 
there?  he  faid,  he  (hould  fuppofe  not.  > 

And  being  afked,  if  he  ever  knew  an  indance  of  his  doing  f o  ?  he  re* 
plied,  no. 

And  being  alked,  whether  Mr.  Jones  has  not  an  authority,  from  his  li- 
tuation  with  him,  to  deliver  any  proof  (heets  of  works  printed  at  his  (the 
witneis's)  office,  if  required,  without  an  immediate  application  to  him, 
the  witncfs  ?  he  replied,  he  certainly  has ;  no  printing  could  go  on  with- 
out a  perfon  in  Mr.  Jones's  fituation  having  that  power. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  being  again  examined,  was  alked,  whether  he  recoU 
le^ed  a  converfation  with  Mr.  Reeves  on  the  fubjedl  of  a  letter  received 
by  Mr.  Reeves  from  Mr.  Miles  ?  he  replied,  yes ;  and  that  Mr.  Reeves 
had  (hewn  it  him. 

Being  (hewn  the  proof  (heets  delivered  in  by  Mr.  Jones,  he  was  afked, 
if  he  knew  whether  the  feparate  paper,  included  therein,  was  Mr.  Reeves's 
hand-writing*?  he  faid,  he  believes  it  is ;  and  that  he  is  familiar  with 
Mr.  Reeves's  hand-writing. 

And  being  alked,  whether  he  had  feen  Mr.  Reeves  fince  his  laft  exami« 
nation  by  the  committee  ?  he  replied,  yes,  and  converfed  with  him  on 
the  fabje^  of  this  publication. 

And  the  witnefs  defired  to  add  to  his  former  evidence,  as  the  committee 
had  called  on  him  to  add  any  explanation  he  thought  proper-  -that  three 
orfoor  proof  (heets  had  been  fent  to  other  gentlemen,  and  fome  corrsftions 
received  from  them  on  the  proof  (heets ;  particularly  he  can  point  out  one 
in  page  7,  and  another  in  page  12.^— But  on  being  (hewn  thecorredti^n  ia 
page  7,  he  admitted  the  hand-writing  to  be  Mr.  Reeves's,  but  froiii  the 
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biacknefs  of  it  he  fuppofes  the  words  to  be  traced  orer  writing  in 
the  word  "  active,"  in  page  12,  he  thought  not  to  be  Mr.  Reeves's  fond- 
writing. 

And  the  witneis  being  afked,  whether  he^ meant  that  he  had  lent  thdc 
proofs  to  thofe  other  gentlemen ;  and  received  the  correflions  back  from 
them  himfclf?  he  anfwered,  no — that  he  only  knew  6f  themthsougfa  Mr. 
Reeves,  whom  he  fuppofed  to  have  fent  the  proofs,  and  that  it  was  to  Mr. 
Reeves  they  were  returned,  and  he- adopted  the  correAioas  where  be 
chofe  it. 

And  being  afked,  who  the  perfon  was  that  brought  the  pamfUet  to 
him;  he  anfwered,  the  perfon  who  correAed  the  prefi — Mr.  Reeres. 

And  the  witnefs  defired  to  add»  that  as  he  had  been  alked  on  2  fbrmcr 
examination,  whether  the  authority  of  the  perfon  bringing  him  the  pam- 
phlet -would  not  weigh  with  him,  as  well  as  his  own  judgment,  on  tbc 
publication ;  he  meant  to  declare  that  the  authority  of  Mr.  Reeves  bringing 
him  the  pamphlet  in  quedion  had  operated  with  him  as  an  inducement  ttt 
publiih  It. 

And  being  alked,  whether  he  had  not  read  the  manufcript  ?  he  anfwexcd 
only  parts  of  it. 

•  And  being  afked,  whether  the  manufcript  was  not  in  the  iamc  hand- 
writing as  the  feparate  paper  now  (hewn  to  him,  and*  which  contains  the 
title  of  the  faid  pamphlet  ?  he  (aid,  that,  to  the  befl  of  his  judgment  and 
recoUedtion,  fuch  parts  as  he  had  feen  were  of  the  fame  hand- writing. 

Mr.  OWEN  being  farther  examined^  and  being  (hewn  a  pafiage  ia 
Mr.  Miles's  evidence,  he  was  aiked,  whether  he  rccolk^ed  receiving  from^ 
Mr.  Reeves  the  diredlions  therein  ftated,  to  fend  fix  copies  of  the  pam- 
phlet in  quedion  to  Lord  Hawkcfhury's  office ;  and  whether  he  had  execu- 
ted thofe  directions ;  he  anfwered,  he  had ;  that  he  had  fent  thea,  direc- 
ted to  Mr.  Chalmer,  at  Lord  Hawkeihury's  office. 

And  being  alked,  to  whofe  account  he  had  charged  them  ?  he  (aid,  to 
Mr.  Reeves. 

.  And  Mr.  Owen  being  now  appriased  of  the  cohfequences  of  the  anfwer 
he  had  made  in  his  previous  examination  refufing  to  anfwer  any  qoedions 
that  might  be  put  to  him ; — the  witnefs  bcgeed  leave  to  retradt  that  anfwer, 
and  apologize  to  the  Committee ;  yet  he  IbU  hoped  the  Committee  woold 
not  prefs  him  to  give  up  the  author,  as,  notwithftanding  the  confefiion 
he  had  made  of  being  the  publifher,  he  thought  it  might  tend  to  criminate 
himfclf.  ' 

And  your  Committee  having,  as  they  conceive,  abundant  proof  from 
the  body  of  evidence  already  before  them,  did  nor  examine  the  witne6 
farther. 

And  your  Committee,  conceiving  any  farther  evidence  refpcdling  the 
perfon  refi^onrible  as  author  or  publifher  of  the  pamphlet  in  queition  wholly 
unnecefTary,  did  not  proceed  in  the  examination  of  many  perfons,  whote 
tedimony  they  have  reafon  to  believe  would  ftiU  farther  eftablifh  die  fads 
ftated  by  the  preceding  witneflcs.  They  have  only  to  add,  in  difcharge  of 
the  duty  committed  to  them  by  the  Houfe;  viz.  to  enquire  who  was  the 
author  of  the  pamphlet,  intituled,  "  Thoughts  on  the  Englifh  Govern* 
ment,  &c,"  declared  by  the  Houfe  to  be  <*  a  malicious,  fcandaloos,  )uid 
feditious  libel,  containing  matter  tendingto  create  jcaloufies  and  divifions 
among  (^is  Majcdy's  loyal  fubje^s  ;  to  alienate  tfieir  affections  from  our 
prefcnt  happy  form  of  Government,  as  eilablifhed  in  King,  Lords,  and 
Commons  )  aod  to  fubvert  the  true  principles  of  our  free  Conllitotion ; 
and  tl.ai  The  faid  pamphlet  is  a  high  breach  of  the  privileges  of  this  Hoofc;" 
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Tfmth  9fptm't6tfft  conitAtt^^  tliat  Join  Risetre^/ Efq.  of  Cecil 
Street,  In  the  Strand*  U  the  author,  ot  ita  adled  aa  the  author*  of  tba 
(aid  pablication* 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  was  proceeding  to  move,  that  the  Report  (hoold 
be  laid  upon  die  tabte-^but  the  Speaker  informed  him,  that  fuch  a 
motion  would  preclude  him  ffofn  m?«kingany  fubfequent  motion  for 
Axirig  a  day  for  the  conHderalion  of  the  Report.  Mr.  Sheridan  faid, 
dm  ir  was  his  wi(h  that  gentlemen  (hodld  have  had  fome  time  for 
the  exairiinrng  of  the  Report.  His  own  view  of  the  fa£t  was*  whe- 
ther it  could  be  brought  home  to  a  man  in  the  fituation  of  Mr.  Reeves, 
and  connedcd  as  he  was,  with*  the  AdminiAration  of  the  country. 
He  concloded  by  moving,  that  the  Report  (hould  be  printed,  and 
taken  into  confidcration  on  Friday  next. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITl^  fubmitt^  to  the  Houfe,  whedicr  there 
was  a  neceflTity  for  entering  into  a  coniideration  of  the  Report  fo  early 
as  Friday.  Upon  the  do(Arine  contained  in  the  pamphlet,  the  Houfe 
had  ah^dy  declared  their  opinion.  It  was  true,  that  queftions  of 
privilege  were  generally  difculTed  as  foon  as  polTible,  but  as  the 
Houfe  h^  already  aigoed  the  fubjed,  he  conceived  that  the  Houfe 
nnght  exercife  its  difcretion  with  refpeA  to  the  period  when  the  Re- 
port ihould  be  conlidered.  As  fome  important  b)!ifinefs  ftoo^  for 
Friday,  he  wifhed  that  the  Report  (hould  not  be  taken  into  confi-* 
deration  riU  Tuefday. 

Mr.  FOX  flatcd  'that  Tucfday  was  fixed  for  the  call,  and  that 
die  report  of  the  Budget  would  piobaMy  be  prefented  upon  that  day. 
The  important  bafinefs  fixed  for  Friday  might  not,  be  fuggefied, 
occupy  murh  debate. 

Mn  Chancellor  PITT  declared  he  did  not  dcfire  to  delay  unne- 
ceflairiiy  the  confidcration  of  the  Report.  After  fome  conver(ation 
it  was  fixed  that  the  confidcration  of  the  Report  (hould  be  the  fecond 
Older  of  the  day  on  Friday.  The  Report  was  ordered  to  be  printed 
in  the  meaontime. 

The  order  of  the  d^y  being  read  for  taking  into  confidcration  the 
Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Seditious  Meeting  Bill, 

Mr.  FOX  fflld,  he  did  not  maart  to  debate  the  bill  in  the  prefent 
fiageof  it.  He  rofe  to  aflc  a  quefiion.  It  related  chiefly  to  the 
daufe  Whkh  (hfedi  ^<  that  if  any  place  be  opened  and  money  taken, 
&c.  for  t6e  parpoie  of  debatii^  any  quefiion  of  a  political  nature 
without  a  licence,  or  bdng  opened  for  any  other  purpofe,  and  a 
(iebate  m^ht  arife  ort  a  political  fubjed,  &c.  th^  that  fuch  pUce 
flu>tdd  be  confidered  as  difotderly,*'  ice.  He  wifhed  to  know  what 
was  the  underftanding  of  the  framers  of  the  bill,  as  to  the  operation 
«f  diat  claufe  i  Didthey  not  conceive  it  would  include  all  meetings 
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f^hateverj  vhere.itioney  was  taken,  and  where  afttrwaids  any  om* 
ver&tion  mi^t  poflibly  take  place  on  political  fubjeds  i  For  in  every 
public  meeting  fuch  a  debate  might  very  innocently  arlfe.     Any 
meeting  at  the  London  Tavern,  or  any  meetii%  of  die  Whig  Club, 
for  indance.     In  all  places  v^here  gentlemen  met  and  paid  thdr 
'  money  for  tickets,  or  for  accommodation,  at  a  tavern,  coifise^houfe, 
(nr  any  other  public  place,  he  ikpprehetided,  they  would  all  be  IxaUe 
to  the  penalty  of  this  claufei     f]c  was  fure  diere  would  be  a  great 
difficulty  for  the  promoters  of  the  bill  to  keep  it  within  the  Hmits 
of  thofe  objeds,  for  which  they  themfelves  profeflfed  that  the  bill 
was  intended.     If  the  claufc  Hood  as  it  was,  he  apprehended  that 
aU  public  meetings  whatever  might  come  under  this  prohibition, 
ftnce  no  meeting  could  be  h^.d,  the  eKpence  of  which  muft  not  be 
defrayed  by  fomebody,  and  no  meeting  could  be  called  together,  in 
which  it  was  not  poflTible  at  leatl,  that  fomc  converfarion  mi^  not 
arifc  on  a  political  fubjeA.     On  the  other  hand,  if  the  datife  was 
to  be  confined  to  meetings  where  motVey  was  paid  folely  for  admiffion 
to  hear  Ie6iu:c6,  or  debates  on  political  fubje£ls,  then  again  Mr. 
Thelwall,  or  any  other  perfon,  might  open  a  houfe,  and  by  retail* 
ing  tea,  coffee,  or  any  other  refrefhment,  the  whole  of  the  purpofc 
of  the  bill  might  be.  evaded.     He  did  not  flate  thefe  thin^  with 
any  view  of  (hewing  tliat  he  approved  of  any  thing  in  tiie  bill,  fer 
he  detefted  the  principle  of  it,  but  he  flatcd  diem  for  the  purpofe  of 
knowing  in  what  light  they  ilruck  the  authors  of  the  bill,  in  order 
that  the  way  might  be  cleared  for  a  debate  on  the  thifd  readily,  and 
that  he  might  not  be  entangled  with  perpetual  recuntnce  to  the  pio- 
vifions  of  the  bill,  when  he  (hould  conle  to  oppofe  it  on  the  diird 
'  reading.     In  (hort,  he  wanted  to  know  of  the  promoters  of  die  bill 
what  it  was  which  the  bill  would,  and  what  it  would  not  prohibfit ) 
Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  he  faw  a  good  deal  of  difficulty  in 
defining  exadly.wliat  were  the  exadl.(hades-on  which  a  dtt)iii£lioa 
fhould  b^  made  betwiecn  difFercnt  meetings  where  money  was  taken. 
He  thought  that  meetings  for  local  concerns,  artd  other  things  which 
had  not  in  reality  the  objecft  of  political  difcuQlon  and  debates,  or 
Iciflures  oil  politics,  and  were  not  called  together  under  ta  avowed 
'title  of  another  fort,  with  a  view  to  evade  the  piirpofe  of  the  Inll, 
they  would  not  &11  under  the  prohibition.     But  it  was  impoffiUc, 
he  feared,  to  lay  down  fiich  rules  as  would  not  give  a  ceituo  lati- 
tude of  conftrudion  to  thofe  who  would  hav6  power  tt>  enfi>foe  die 
bill.     But  he  was  ready  to  fay,  that  no  provifion  ihould  be  made 
in  the  bill  which  would  enable  any  |)eribns,  under  any  prtlence  what- 
ever, to  deliver  thofe  lediuKs  or  difcourfes  wliich  were  univei€dly 
admitted  to  be  nuifaiuies,  and  in  the  fuppreOfKm  of  which  the  com- 
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munity  at  laige  wa$  deeply  intereded.  He  wa»  not  aware  of  any 
poflible  mode  of  making  the  definition  of  public  meetings  perfcd^Iy 
pfcdfe  and  diAinf^,  and  therefore  he  thought  that  die  diflinAions 
ihould  be  made  as  the  cafes  ihould  arifc.  If  any  gentleman  had 
any  thing  to  ofler,  he  Ibould  be  glad  to  hear  it ;  but  he  rouft  la« 
maitp  diat  gentlemen  cnme  forward  with  fuch  objections  at  this 
fiage,  after  declining  to  attend  the  bill  in  the  Committee. 

Mr.  FOX  faid  he  was  oo  friend  to  the  bill  in  any  part  of  it: 
this  he  had  often  ftated,  and  he  had  alfo  often  Ibted  tint  he  (hould 
not  attend  the. Committee.  He  did  not  date  this  objcfiion  with 
any  idea  that  it  could  be  removed,  bccaufe  he  was  confident  it  was 
quite  impofliible  to  remove  it.  He  ftated  the  objcdlion  to  (hew  the 
impoffibiltty  of  carrying  the  bill  into  effect,  and  availhimfelf  of  that 
aigument  when  he  came  to  debate  its  principle  on  the  third  reading. 
What  he  had  heard  from  the  MiniAer  this  moment  confirmed  him 
in  his  opinion)  for  he  had  already  proved  that  the  very  authors  of 
die  bill  could  not  explain  to  the  Houfe  the  extent  of  that  bill.  It 
was  curious  to  obferve  the  Minifter  urging  the  Houfe  to  pafs  a  bill, 
the  meaning  of  which,  even 'its  very  authors  did  not  know;  and 
which  was  to  be  found  out  by  thofe  who  were  commanded  to  put  it 
in  execution. 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  juftificd  the  bill  from  the  pre- 
eedent  of  that  which  pafled  to  prohibit  all  debates  on  Sunday :  at  the 
lame  dme  he  obferved,  if  any  improvements  could  be  fuggefted  from 
the  other  (ide,  they  would  be  thankfully  reeeiyed. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  faid,  that  the  principle  of  the  Sunday  Bill  al- 
laded  to  by  the  learned  gentleman,  did  not  apply  to  the  prefeht  cafe. 
The  bill)  he  thought,  could  admit  of  no  amendment.  It  went  to 
prevent  all  difcufllon  upon  political  fubje6ts.  For  inflance,  the 
Whig  Cfub,  or  any  meeting  of  a  iimilar  nature,  could  notaflcmble 
without  rendering  the  place  of  meeting  a  diforderly  houfe  under  the  ■ 
bill.  It  was  nothing  as  to  the  operation  of  the  claafe,  whedier  the 
jJacc  was  always  ufed  for  fuch  difcoffions.— -Wherever  money  was 
tak^  for  the  ufe  of  the  place,  a  Ucence  became  ncccflary,  if  politi* 
cal  topics  were  at  all  introduced.  ' 

Mr,  ANSTRUTHER  faid,  that  if  he  undcrftood  the  objcaion, 
it  was,  that  if  any  clubs  or  afTemblies,  however  inpocent  in  their 
nanire,.  and  di(Hnd  in  their  objeA^  incidentally  fell  into  debate  on 
political  fubjefls,  they  would  be  comprehended  under  dib  claufe. 
He  did  not  think,  however,  that  this  was  the  cafe ;  but  if  a  club 
profeifedly  for  an  innocent  purpofe,  admitted  difcuflkms  of  a  politi- 
cal nature  under  that  pretext,  he  thought  they  (hould  be  ftopped. 
The  qtieftioii  then  came  to  this^— ^t  if  the  objeA  nv^s  dire^ly  p<v 
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liticaT,  there  was  no  doubt  of  the  application  of  the  t>Ul ;  and  if  a 
different  profeffion  was  abufedy  there  was  lOom  for  the  dUbretion  of 
a  magiftrate  to  interfere. 

Mr.  GREY  faid,  that  his  right  honourable  friend's  (Mr.  Few) 
objedion  had  not  been  fairly  met,  for  if  a  raeeiing  did  in  hA  take 
place,  where  political  difcudiDn  arofe,  it  would  coote  under  the  bilt 
as  it  ilood,  fince  there  was  no  mention  in  it  of  the  pretence  of  the 
meeting.   ,  If  there  was  to  be  a  CQunty  meeting,  called  for  the  pur- 
pole  of  petitioning  againd  any  grievance,  at  an  inn,  where  each 
perfon  paid  his  proportion  of  the  expence,  the  difcufTion  of  the  bu- 
linefs  of  the  meeting  would  come  under  the  words  of  the  bill,  and 
without  a  licence  the  houfe  would  be  liable  to  be  couBdered  difor- 
derly.    *^  Policy  "  was  a  word  of  very  general  defcription,  and  might 
include  every  fpecies  of  meeting  on  general  topics.    On  this  fide  of 
the  Houfe,  he  faid,  it  had  been  maintained  at  fidl,  that  friendly 
focieties' would  be  fubjed  to  it,  as  **  OKetings  on  any  pretence, 
where  politics  might  be  debated,"  were  forbidden,  but  thefe  wofds-— 
**  any  pretence" — had  been  fince  put  out,  which  confirmed  hm  in 
that  opinion.     Every  other  meeting,  le^^ures  on  law,  or  apy  other 
fubjedls,  woutd  be  comprehended,  and  where  money  was  taken  foe 
admiflion,  into  any  room  where  politics  became  the  to{»c  of  con- 
verfation,  the  bill  would  interfere. 

.Mr.  SHERIDAN  defired  from  the  learned  gentlemen  an  anfwer 
to  the  queAion-— whether  a  meeting,  fuch  as  the  Whig  Club,  would 
render  it  neceflary  for  the  mafter  of  the  houfe  to  take  out  a  licence* 

Mr.  MAINWARING  ftated  the  hardfhips  to  which  the  pub- 
licans imagined  they  would  be  expofed,  and  faid,  that  on  the  third 
reading  of  the  bill,  he  would  introduce  a  claufe,  by  which  they 
Ihould  be  exempted  from  the  confequences  of  the  law,  in  thofe  cafes 
where  political  difcufifions  were  introduced  without  their  knowledge 
or  confent. 

The  SOLICITOR  GENERAL  reminded  the  Houfe,  that 
whatever  might  be  the  conftrud^ion  of  this  claufe,  it  would,  after 
all,  remain  for  a  Court  and  a  Jury  to  determine  upon  it,  and  that 
therefore  there  was  not  that  fort  of»  difcretionary  power  veiled  in  a 
magiArate,  which  had  been  fuppofed.  He  (Sud,  it  was  certainly 
not  the  obje6l  of  thofe  who  brought  in  this  l)ill,  to  put  vintners  and 
publicans  unde^  reftri^ons,  or  to  harrafs  thepi  with  penalties.  In 
order  to  charge  the  mafter  of  a  houfe  with  a  penalty,  it  tnvft  be 
proved,  that  thefe  pditical  clubs  were  held  with  his  knowledge^ 
and  that  the  original  defign  of  the  meeting  of  fuch  perfons,  was  for 
the  exprefs  purpofe  of  holding  fuch  political  difcufiSons  9  and  that 
money  was  paid  on  admif&on,  for  this  exprels  purpofe  ^  dl6Kfoit« 
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bcfoie  any  mafter  of  a  houfe  onuld  be  chai^  wkh  a  penabjr,  it 
inuft  be  proved,  chat  the  mectir^  was  held  with  his  cognizance,  and 
tbat  the  money  wa3  p^  on  admiifioo,  fcr  the  purpofe  of  this  pub* 
lie  debate*  Although  a  meeting  or  afiembly  was  to  be  held  for  one 
puipoTe,  and  converted  to  tonui  other  purpofe  than  that  which  was 
iatendcd,  the  roafter  of  the  houfe  was  not  in  that  cafe  to  be  liable  to 
the  penalties  of  ihe  bill.  He  (aid,  it  would  be  a  mod  extravagant 
coni>rudUon  of  this  claufe,  that  *a  perfon  (hould  be  made  liable  to 
penalties,  becaufe  perfons  at  a  public  entertainment  might  be  forced 
to  bear  things  contsary  to  the  prpfcfled  intention  of  their  attendance. 
It  could  never  be  fuppofed,  that  becaufe  perfons  met  to  dine  at  a 
tavern,  and  the  convcrfation  afterwards  turned  on  political  fubjedts, 
that  therefore  the  tavern-keepers  ihould  be  liable  to  puniihmcnt. 
Such  feverity  would  be  peculiarly  prepofterpus  in  penal  ads,  which 
muft  be  conftrucd  by  a  jury ;  and  in  fuch  cafes,  the  leaning  both 
of  the  Court  and  jury  was  always  againfl  extending  the  meaning  of 
ao  acL— -  As  for  country  or  county  meetings,  where  money  was  paid 
for  the  ufe  of  a  room,  he  could  not  fee  how  fuch  meetings  could 
come  within  the  meaning  of  the  aS. 

Mr.  ROBINSON  faid,  that  the  learned  gentlemen  had  thrown 
no  lig^  on  the  fubjcd ;  and  that,  fo  far  from  giving  fccurity  to  His 
Majefty,  they  put  the  King  and  the  fubjed  in  danger. 

Mr.  PO  W  YS  thought  the  grievance  complained  of  merely  ideal, 
nor  was  there  any  particular  hardfhip  in  publicans  paying  an  addi« 
tional  (hilling  for  their  licence,  if  political  que(lions  were  to  be  agi- 
tated in  their  houfes.  # 

Mr.  FOX  rofc  to  move  an  adjournment  of  the  farther  ooniider- 
adon  of  the  Report  of  the  Committee,  to  give  time  tfj  the  Houfe  to 
underftand  the  bill  fufRcIently,  and  to  gentlemen  on  the  other  fide  to 
communicate  their  fentiments,  and  determine  what  was  the  real 
meaning  of  the  claufe  to  which  he  had  objedied.  With  refpefi  to 
what  had  fallen  from  an  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Powys)  that 
there  was  no  hardfhip  in  the  cafes  he  had  fhted,  he  would  affirm 
that  no  man  could  make  fuch  an  aitertion  who  underflood  the  bill, 
or  was  acquainted  widi  the  Conilitution.  The  difTerence  of  opi- 
nion annong  the  learned  gentlemen  on  the  other  (ide  convinced  hiny 
ofthe  neceffity  of  delay,  and  he  would  therefore  nu>ve,  thatinflead 
of"  read  now,*'  the  words  ^*  read  tomorrow"  be  infcrted  in  the 
quefUon  of  farther  reading  the  Report. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  feconded  the  motion,  and  laid,  hewould'aik 
the  (even  learned  gendemen  ranged  in  fable  array  over  againft  hitn, 
whether  or  not,  under  the  bill,  a  houfe  became  difoiderly  as  foon 
as  politicai  topics  were  introduced  by  any  company  affembled  in  it  ? 
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He  ilated  die  hsu'dfbip^  under  which  the  publicans  wouU  hifoar,  if 
they'  were  forced  to  have  a  licence^  which  an  honourable  gendcman 
(Mr.  Powys)  confidered  to  be  fo  flight  a  grievance,  as  diefe  lieences 
would  be  given  or  refufed,  according  to  the  whim  or  ft)  the  corrup- 
tion of  MagiArates*  He  faid,  that  a  licence  might  be  pvcn  for 
Mr.  Reeves's  Aflbciationi  while  the  boufes  where  the  Whig  Clob 
and  the  Friends  of  the  People  met  might  be  unable  to  obtain  a  li- 
cence. . 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  objeded  to  this  modon  of  delaj.  He 
faid,  it  was  no  argument,  that  bec^ufe  the  lawjxrs  on  his  fide  of 
t)>e  Houfe  were  not  entirely  agreed  as  to  the  meaniiM^  of  one  parti- 
cular  claufei  that  therefore  the  whole  oonfideiation  w  tb^  bSl  muft 
be  deferred. 

The  amendments  were  then  read  a  fecond  time,  and  tipctd  to  bj 
the  Houfe. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  he  had  an  finicndniefit  to  piopol^ 
the  objeS  of  which  was,  to  take  away,  as  much  as  pofliUe,  cvety 
degree  of  doubt  upon  the  claufe  upon  which  fo  much  oonveifatkn 
had  taken  place.  I'he  objedt  was  to  prevent  thofe  meeting  which 
were  held  foiely  for  the  purpofe  of  colledling  money,  becaufe  it  never 
could  be  fuppofcd  to  be  in  the  contemplation  of  ihofe  who  framed 
the  bill,  that  fuch  meetings  as  had  been  alluded  to  by  gpntlcmcn  on 
the  other  (ide,  vi£.  of  gentlemen  aflfembling^to  confider  of  the  pn>- 
priety  of  calling  a  county  meeting,  and  payii^  for  the  ufe  of  the 
room  in  which  they  met,  could  come  within  its  meaning  ;  however, 
in  order  to  take  every,  degree  of  doubt  from  the  fubjed,  he  (hould 
propofe,  as  an  amendment,  ^^  that  the  reftridion  of  the  claufe  (bould 
only  extend  to  fuch  meetings  as  were  fubfervient  to  the  puipofe  <rf 
railing  and  colled^ing  money,  or  other  valuable  thing,  from  the  per- 
fons  admitted  for  the  purpofe  of  difioninating  fedidon.**  This 
amendment  was  unanimoufly  adopted. 

Mr.  STANLEY  wiflicd,  that  inftead  of  making  the  bill  attach 
upon  meedngs  for  the  difcuflion  of  the  law,  policy,  &c.  of  the 
kii^domy  which  he  thought  too  general,  that  it  ihould  only  aficd 
meedngs  where  language  was  held  tending  to  excite  hatred  and  con- 
tempt of  His  Majefty's  perfon  and  Government, 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  remarked,  that  if  that  alteration  was 
made,  the  bill  would  iland  thus^-that  perfons  wifliing  to  hold  a 
mcetiiig  ^here  fuch  difcourfes  were  to  take  place,  muft  take  out  a 
licence  for  that  purpofe. 

The  amendment  was  withdrawn. 
'  The  .oth^  rcfolutions  were  then  read  over  and  agreed  tou 
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The  bill  ss  amended  was  ordered  to  be  engrofTed,  and  read  a 
third  time  on  Thurfday. 
The  Houfe  adjourned* 

fVeimJdaj^   id  December. 

Mh  FOX  prefentcd  a  petition  againft  the  bills,  from  the  Mayor 
smd  Corporation  of  Nottingham.  Alfp,  another,  (igned  by  the  in« 
habitants  of  Nottingham,  co  the  number  of  x, 600,  to  which  were 
fubjoined,  the  names  of  about  300  other  perfons  who  were  not  in« 
habitants  of  Nottingham,  but  refidcd  in  the  neighbourhood. — Or- 
dered to  lie  on  die  table. 

Sir  WILLIAM  HEATHCOTE  prefented  a  petition  from  the 
£reefa<dders  of  die  county  of  Southampton,  in  favour  of  the  bills, 
wbldti  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mn  NOEL  EDWARDS  was  dcfirous  of  addrcffing  a  few  words 
to  Ac  Houfe,  previous  to  his  offering  a  petition,  which  he  then 
bdd  in  his  hand.  At  the  commencement  of  this  war  he  Aated, 
that  his  opinions  and  principles  led  him  to  vote  in  the  minority 
againft  it.  About  that  period  the  Aflbciation  commenced,  of  which 
Mr.  Reeves  was  Chairman^  and  of  which,  as  he  had  always  difap- 
proved,  he  did  not  become  a  member.  Nearly  at  die'  (ame  time 
another  fociety  was  inftituted,  for  the  purpofe,  as  it  was  exprefled, 
of  proteding  the  Liberty  of  the  Prefs.  At  the  firft  meeting  of  this 
ibciety  he  attended ;  and,  contrary  to  his  expe£btionis,  was  voted 
into  die  chair.  Some  refoludons  were  then  (hewn  him,  to  one  of 
which  he  obje<fted ;  and  it  being  altered  according  to  his  wUhes,  he 
took  the  chair  of  the  meeting.  Previous  to  the  refoludons  being 
.  put,  he  thought  it  prc^jcr  to  addrefs  a  few  obfervadons  to  them  ; 
in  which,  when  he  .exprefled  his  abhorrence,  and  reprefented  the 
dangerous  tendency  of  the  Rights  of  Man,  as  maintained  by  Mr. 
Paine,  he  perceived  that  his  remarks  upon  the  fubjedl  were  received 
with  a  pretty  general  hi(s,  which  gave  him  a  very  un&vourable 
opinion  of  the  principles  and  difpofidon  of  the  afTembly.  He  had 
afterwards  received  a  letter  from  Philadelphia,  addreifed  to  htm, 
''  Citizen  Edwards,"  and  enclofing  a  moft  wild  and  abfurd  pam- 
phlet. He  alfo  received  a  letter  from  a  Society  of  the  Friends  of. 
the  People  in  Scotland,  with  whom  he  was  perfedUy  unaoquainted, 
in  which  they  thanked  him  for  his  concurrence  in  the  fentiments  of 
die  meeting  at  which  he  prcfided,  and  exhorted  him  to  fapport  any 
roeafures  they  might  propofe.  In  vindication  of  his  charader  and 
reputation,  he  dioi^t  it  neceflary  then  to  publifh^a  vindication  of 
his  conduct.  Refpedling  the  prefent  petition,  he  faid,  that  it  was 
agreed  to  with  the  greateft  unanimity  by  a  meeting  of  the  freehokiers 
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•f  the  cDoatyof  Rodand^  Gbttnn^  bf  the'SRerifFat  the  itqucR  cf 
himfelf  and  others. 

He  then  prefented  the  petition,  which  exprefled  the  ittmoft  (a- 
tisfa£Kon  at  the  happy  efcape  of  His  Majedy,  and  prayed  the  Houfc 
to  take  meafures  to  prevent  fuch  outrages  in  future.  Ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  FOX  wi(hed  to  be  informed  whether  any  thii^  itffpeflJng 
the  bills  now  before  the  Hoafe  was  included  in  the  rcqutfition  niade 
10  the  Sheriff? 

Mr.  EDWARDS  replied,  that  he  m^ioned  in  the  requifition 
nothing  more  than  an  addrefs  to  His  Majefiy. 

Mr.  Secretary  DUNDAS  prefented  a  petitiorr  from  the  intiabi- 
tants  of  Glafgow  and  Newark,  in  favour  of  the  bills ;  alfo  a  fimilar 
petition  from  the  Magiftrates  and  Town  Council  of  Port  Gla%ow 
and  Greenock. 

Mr.  BYNG  prefented  a  pocftten  from  the  nobility,  gentry, 
clergy,  and  freehcdders  of  the*  county  of  Middlefelc,  againft  die 
hills.  ' 

The  report  of  the  army  eAimates  being  brt>Qght  u^y 

General  SMITH  laid,  that -he  had  various  objedions  to  there- 
port  which  was  now  to  be  brought  forwdtd*  He  did  not  appro\'e 
of  the  pradlice  whkrh  prevailed  in  the  efHtn^nts,  of  ftating  graft 
fums,  without  pointing  out  the  panicolarciitumftances  from  which 
they  aroC%  There  was  a  fum  of  75,000!.  ftated  as  the  amount 
of  favings,  while  the  particular  arikks  were  wholly  omitted.  He 
thought  it  was,  therefore,  high  time  to  inquite  whether  the  Houfe 
would  agree  to  fuch  eftimates,  i^thoot  inquiring  whence  fuch  fav- 
ings (hcski  arife.  He  obfert^d,  that  the  e(tinvaO$  for  the  eitraor- 
dinarics  of  the  army  for  the  cnfiiing  year^  was  laigier,  beyond  aH 
comparifon,  than  for  any  former  one.  He  thought  it  impoffible 
to  vote  ibr  fuch  an  efiimate  without  farther,  fatis&diom  He  faid, 
that  whilft  a  continental  war  fubfifted,  no  getn^mayf  w^ftb  niore 
at^xious  than  himfelf,  that  a  fuffirfcnl  number  bf  trcjojps  ftotlM  be 
raifed ;  but  fincc  the  troops  either  hadbccrt,  oi»  wore  siboat  to  be 
recalled  from  the  continent,  he  wifiibd  toi  know,  upon  what  ground 
ic  was  that  the  Minifters  of  this  country  produced-  ftch  an  enormous 
e(Hmate,  including  10,000  fcncible  cavalry.  '  He  cbmplairied  that 
the  expence  of  the  army  amfe  to  an  aftonifhirtg*  magnitude.  Ac- 
counts were  produced,  which  defied  invcftigation.  In  the  manner 
in  which  they  were  prefented  by  piece  meal,  no  dccifive  judgement 
.could  be  formed  concerning  them  ;  nor  did  it  appear  wbedbcr  tlw 
fums  voted:  were  juftly  and  properly  applied'.  He  particularly  ob- 
jefied  to  the  charge  for  10,000  fencible  cavaliy.     He  thought  the 
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yeomanry  cavaliy  was  fufficient,  and  that  any  apprehendon  of  a 
French  invaiion  was  ^rfcdHy  chimerical.  He  was  not  in  the  ha* 
bit  of  fpeaking  in  difparagcment  of  any  individual ;  at  the  fame  time 
he  could  not  help  remarking,  that  it  was  fomething  extraordinary, 
that  gentlemen  (hould  be  feledcd  to  be  put  at  the  head  of  large  bo- ' 
dies  of  men,  *  who  had  no  experience  in  military  ^flairs.  It  grieved 
him  to  hear  the  complaints  of  old  officers,  who.felt  themfclves  over- 
looked, and  who  ought  to  receive  the  juft  reward  of  their  labours, 
inftead  of  thole  raw  and  inexperienced  officers,  (however  refpefihible 
in  other  refpcSs)  who  had  feen  no  fervice,  and  who  were  taken 
from  a  line  of  life,  it  might  be,  very  different,  and  preferred  be- 
fore others,  who  had  born  the  heat  and  burden  of  the  day.  He 
therefore  propofed,  that  the  report  of  the  Committee  be  re-com- 
mitted, in  order  that  there  might  be  time  for  farther  examination 
of  thefe  eftimates.  He  was  alfo  afraid  that  great  abufes  had  pre« 
vailed  with  refped  to  the  Irifti  Brigade.  He  wiflied  for  a  particu- 
lar return  of  the  expence  of  the  Iriih  Brigade,  but  he  could  not  fee 
In  the  eftimate  any  account  of  this  body  of  troops ;  what  he  wiflied 
to  be  fatisfied  in  was,  whether  the  fums  of  money  iffiied  for  thefe 
troops  had  been  properly  applied.  He  wifhed  that  the  Secretary  at 
War  would  bring  forward  at  once  an  eftimate  of  all  the  troops,  that 
it  might  be  feen  at  one  view  what  expence  was  incurred.  As  to 
the  emigrant  corps,  he  faid,  though  fome  of  them  had  been  engaged 
in  fervice,  others  had  never  been  at  all  employed.  In  thefe  troops 
the  proportion  of  officers  was  greatly  beyond  that  of  the  men.  In 
one  regiment,  of  not  more  than  270  men,  ninety  .ferjeants  were 
enrolled.  They  certainly  ought  to  have  been  diibandcd  w^ien  they 
verc  no  longer  to  be  ufefully  employed,  and  that  they  could  no 
longer  be  fo,  he  believed  Minifters  themfclves  were  now  convinced. 
Taking  all  thefe  things  into  one  point  of  view,  the  fubjed^  required 
important  and  ferious  conHderation,  and  he  would  therefore  move 
that  the  report  be  re-committed,  to  give  an  opportunity  of  a  more 
minute  examination,  which  being  feconded. 

The  SECRETARY  AT  WAR  faid  that  the  topics  which  the 
honourable  General  had  infifted  upon,  were  by  no  means  confnefted 
^ith  the  fubjed  of  the  army  extraordinaries,  nor  was  the  objed  of 
his  motion  in  any  degree  to  be  obtained  by  the  mode  he  wished  to 
follow.  With  regard  to  his  firft  obfervations,  he  could  anfwer  that 
tl)e  money  contained  in  the  cftimates  of  laft  year,  wis  noif  all  laid 
^t,  and  the  reafon  of  this  was  very  obvious.  In  making  out  die 
eftimates,  it  was  the  pradtice  to  ftate  the  fums  required  rather  more 
than  lefs  than  was  fuppofed  to  be  neceflary,  as  it  was  much  fafer  to 
or  on  the  fider^of  fuperfluity  than  to  incur  tlie  rifque  of  xlcficiency. 
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It  was  evident  that  much  greater  inconvenience  would  tefult  from 
the  eftimate  falling,  (hort  of,  than  its  exceeding  the  fume  expended ; 
and  if  it  appeared  that  great  ceconomy  was  ufcd  in  the  application  of 
the  money  voted,  furely  this  was  matter  of  con^atularion.  TV 
prefent  eftimate,  he  contended,  had  been  brought  forward  according 
to  the  pra6lice  adopted  from  time  immerrLorial ;  nor  could  there  be 
any  motive  why  thofe  who  formed  thceftimates  (hould  enlarge  them 
beyond  reafonable  bounds.  With  regard  to  the  fcncible  cavslry, 
he  allowed  it  to  be  perfectly  reafoniible  to  inquire  why  fuch  a  num- 
bcr^was  kept  up  \  but  flill  there  was  no  ncceffity  on  this  account  to 
recommit  the  Report.  He  declared  that  tliis  augmentation  of  rlie 
cavalr\'  was  not  the  mcafure  of  a  moment  ;  it  had  been  determined 
on  many  .nonths  ago,  when  the  country  was  in  a  dinfercnt  fitustlon, 
which  might  lead  to  an  opinion  that  the  number  might  be  now  re- 
duced. But  he  obferved,  that  fince  then  there  had  been  a  rcdu(3ion 
of  from  So  tO;55  men  in  a  troop,  fo  that  this  rcdu<£ljon  has  in  part 
been  accomplifhed.  Other  changes  had  occurred  in  favour  of  an 
augmentation  of  thefe  troops  :  a  confiderable  number  of  difmountcd 
dragoons  had  been  fent  out  of  the  country  to  the  Weft  Indies.  He 
ftated,  that  upon  a  view  of  the  whole  force,  it  would  appear,  that 
it  was  not  greater,  than  this  country  ought  to  maintaitu  With  rcgnrJ 
to  the  irifh  brigade,  he  had  formerly  ftatcd,  that  the  proper  off  :e 
for  the  return  of  that  corps  was  in  Ireland.  Thc(c  troops  were  lait 
by  Ireland,  and  what  refted  with  this  country  was,  merely  to  pay 
the  difference  between  troops  on  the  Irifh  and  Briti/h  cftablin^nicms, 
which  fum  could  not  be  confiderabFe.  The  next  object  was  that 
with  refjiCiS  to  the  Fcncible  Officers  ^  hut  the  nature  of  thefe  troops 
(eemed  to  be  overlooked  by  the  honourable  General.  For  his  own 
part,  he  thought  tbofc  officers  who  had  performed  fignal  ferviccs  to 
tiicir  country,  fhould  not  be  forgotten  ^  yet  this  was  not  an  em- 
ployment to  rccompcncc  tiiem.  There  was  no  bounty  given  to  die 
men  ;  tfiere  was  no  half  p;iy,  nor  the  other  advantages  which  the 
regular  fcrvice  afforded.  The  officers  were,  tl>t:refore,  men  of  for- 
tune and  influence,  who  could  raife  the  men,  which  perfons,  of  die 
dcfcription  of  thofe  alluded  to  by  the  honourable  General,  could  not 
do.  The  Emigrant  corps  were  raifed,  he  faid,  during  the  botteft 
period  of  the  campaign  on  the  Continent,  and  had  done  very  efTcn- 
tial  fcrvice,  and  regular  returns,  therefore,  were  not  to  be  expedcd. 
The  honourable  General  was  miftaken,  when  he  fatd,  that  they 
were  now  of  no  ufc,  for  they  had  been  employed  on  very  important 
duties,  and  now  they  were  recriiited  and  completed,  were  embarked 
with  the  expedition  to  the  W*ft  Indies.  The  deficiency  of  men, 
in  proportion  to  the  officers,  arofe  from  die  circumfbaices  he  had 
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mentioned  ;  formed  during  the  heat  of  the  campaign,  no  proviifion 
was  made  for  filling  up  thofe  who  were  killed  off  (here  General 
Tarlcton  and  others  tcftified  fome  diflike  of  the  expreffion)  Mr. 
Windham  faid,  he  believed  the  phrafe  was  a  military  one,  and  the 
truth  of  the  account  was  perfectly  obvious.  So  far  as  any  reduflion 
was  proper,  it  had  'already  been  made.  Ujxjn  the  whole,  he  did 
not  think  there  was  any  occafion  for  going  again  into  the  Commitsce 
to  obtain  the  information  at  which  the  honourable  GcneraFs  motion 
aimed,  and  he  would,  therefore,  oppofe  it. 

General  MACLEOD  faid,  that  from  the  papers  which  he  had 
moved  for,  he  would  be  able  to  fhew  that  the  honourable  Secretary 
at  War  was  not  corrcft  in  his  ftatement,  and  he  would  alfo  prove 
that  the  mode  which  had  been  t^kcn  in  the  levying  of  men,  was 
highly  unconftitutional.  The  fencible  cavalry,  notwithftanding  what 
the  honourable  Secretary  had  aflerted,  received  a  bounty  of  from 
two  to  five  guineas  a  man.     Thcfe  troops  had  been  given  to  Mem- 
bers of  this  and  the  other  Houfe  of  Parliament*     He  had  no  objec- 
tion that  the  militia  and  fuch  inftitutions  fhould  be  fo  commanded, 
and  that  men  of  fortune  and  influence  (hould  be  fo  employed ,  but 
re5;imcnts  upon  the  eftabliihmcnt  had  been  given  to  Members  of 
Parliament  for  the  difgraceful  purpofe  of  patronage  and  corrupUon. 
He  did  not  wifh  to  point  out  individuals,  but  the  hA  was  undoubted* 
He  knew  maiiy  of  thefc  officers  who  never  faw  a  (hot  fired,  and 
were  utterly  unacquainted  with  military  affairs.     From  the  returns 
it  appeared  we  had  on  foot  the  enormous  cftabliflimcnt  of  near 
220,000  men,  of  Which  there  were  14  or  15  different  fpecies  of 
troops  ;  fencibles  on  various  terms,  volunteer  corps,  yeomanry,  &c« 
&c.— fuch  was  the  motley  force  of  which  the  army  was  compofed. 
With  regard  to  the  fencible  cavalry,  he  faid,  he  trembled  at  the 
purpofe  to  which  they  were  meant  to  be  applied.     The  Secretary  at 
War,  with  that  opennefs  which  diftinguMhed  him  from  his  confe- 
derates, had  faid,  and  the  fame  idea  had  been  fuggefted  by  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Pitt),  that  they  were  to  be  employed  to 
maintain  internal  tranquillity,  which  was  fimply  this ;  that  they 
were  retained  to  overawe  the  people  of  this  country.  He  ;iiked,  why 
fo  much  larger  a  force  was  thus  kept  up  than  was  neceffary  fbr  the 
defence  of  the  country,  though  he  declined  going  into  this  fubjeft 
&nher,  after  what  had  been  ftated  by  his  honourable 'friend  (Gene- 
ral Smith).     He  mentioned  tlie  cafe  of  Colonel  Bowie's  regiment 
of  cavalry,  where  the  horfes,  which  had  been  bought  at  25I.  Uad 
been  fold  fbr  81.  each.     The  volunteer  companies  fprcad  all  over 
the  country,  he  conceived,  were  of  no  otlier  ufe  than  to  afford  an 
opportunity  of  making  gentlemen  Captains,  who  had  never  before 

3  S  2 


50O  PARLIAMENTARY  [Couuoks. 

been  in  th»  army.  He  ftatri>  that  the  fenclble  regiments  were  more 
profitable  than  the  Secretary  at  War  had  allowcdi  and  all  die  off- 
reckonings  were  pocketed  by  the  Commanders.     He  (hewed,  dut 
on  an  average  every  man  who  had  been  enlifted  within  thefe  two 
years  had  coft  Government  661.  and  this,  on  a  computation,  radicr 
below  than  above  the  truth.    The  levies  had  been  made  by  grandng 
commifTions  to  the  various  officers.     In  two  years,  the  pay  of  ail 
the  officers  amounted  to  90,000!.  and  odds  ;  then  the  half  pay  to 
which  the  officers  were  entitled  at  a  valuation  of  their  lives,  was 
33,000  odds,  and  from  five  to  fifteen  guineas  given  by  Govern- 
ment as  a  bounty,  befides  the  commiffions.— From  this  his  ftace- 
ment  of  661.  a  man  appeared,  and  he  concluded  that  Government 
would  have  done  better  to  give  a  bounty  of  20  guineas  i,  man,  in- 
ftead  of  burdening  the  country  with  fuch  an  annuity  as  the  half- pay 
of  the  officers  would  amount  to.     He  faid,  that  the  abufcs  which 
had  crept  into  the  army  threatened  its  de(lru6lion ;  the  Commander- 
in-Chief  was  indeed,  endeavouring  to  clcanfe  the  Augean  Stable, 
and  to  bring  back  old  officers  ;  but  it  was  impoffible  in  fifteen  years 
time  to  bring  it  back  to  the  fituatipn  in  which  the  Miniftry  had  tound 
it.     Many  old  officers  of  gfcat  merit'and  experienoe^were  forced  to 
fell  out  or  remain  broken-hearted  under  the  commahd  of  raw  and 
unexperienced  boys,  who  were  promoted,  and  to  this  caufc  he  be- 
lieved fome  of  the  failures  of  the  war  might  be  attributed.     He  was 
alarmed  when  he  faw  troops  colleding  round  the  metropolis  and  this 
Houfc.     If,  faid  he,  1  were  to  invoke  the  fpirit  of  Louts  XIV. 
how  would  he  rejoice  to  fee  that  we  were  following  his  foorfteps. 
His  fyftem  was  dragooning  of  thofe  whom  he  confidered  as  religi- 
oufly  difa.'Fc^ted  ;  and  ours  is  dragooning  fuch  as  we  confider  politi- 
cally difaffeflcd.     Such  were  the  expedients  to  which  the  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman  was  forced  to  refort  to  ftifle  complaint  and  to 
compenfate  for  the  lofs  of  confidence*  To  that  gentleman  the  finger 
of  God  fcemed  to  point  as  the  author  of  all  the  miferies  under  which 
the  natioil  groaned.     Look  at  the  melancholy  catalogue  of  the  ills 
which  his  Adminilbration  has  entailed  upon  us.     A  war,  beg;un  by 
ambition,  condu(fled  with  difgrace  and  incapacity,  and  which,  be 
feared,  would  end  in  ignominy  and  difhonour.       PeO^ilence  had 
fwcpt  away  many  of  our  braved  troops  and  mod  ufcfu!  countrymen. 
Famine  threatened  the  land  with  all  its  train  of  evils ;  and  to  all 
diefe  might  be  added  civil  war,  to  which  the  defperate  meafures  of 
the  Mini'.kr  fcemed  to  reduce  us ;  for,  in  his  t^inion,  there  could 
be  no  other  objedt  for  keeping  up  fo  large  an  cftablifliment,  but 
with  a  view  of  guarding  againO  diis  lad  evil.     Such  were  the  con- 
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fcquences  of  thefyflem  Adminiftration  had  purfued.    He.  concluded 
widi  giving  his  fupport  to  the  motion, 

Mr.  JENKINSON  faid,  that  there  v^s  no  bounty  given  for 
fencible  cavalry,  as  originally  raifed,  and  that  the  profits  of  the  ofF- 
reckonlngs  were  accounted  for.  The  expence  of  raiiing  was  wholly 
defrayed  by  the  officers,  and  in  the  fencible  corps  there  .were  many- 
old  dScers. 

General  MACLEOD  faid,  that  as  to  the  fencible  cavalry  he 
had  made  no  aflcrtton,  but  he  was  ready  to  prove  in  the  fencible  in- 
fantry, a  bounty  had  been^given  by  Government. 

General  TARLETON  expreffed  his  furprife  and  indignation, 
that  the  Houfc  (hould  be  fo  thinly  attended  4  and  that  when  almoil 
countlds  millions  were  to  be  voted,  and  the  condud  of  an  exteniive 
war  was  to  be  debated,  only  lixty  reprefentatives  of  the  people 
thought  proper  to  aflemble  on  fo  important  an  occaiibn.    He  would, 
however,  difchaige  his  duty,  and  make  fome  obfervations  on  what 
had  dropped  from  the  Secretary  at  War.     It  had  been  aiTerted  that 
the  cavalry  were  not  more  numerous  than  at  former  periods.     But 
he  would  affirm,  that  on  no  former  occafion,  no  not  during  the  re- 
bellions of  1 7 1 5,  and  1 745,  were  half  fo  many  upon  the  eflablifh- 
mcnt.     He  was  aftoniflied  that  no  redudion  of  the  fencible  cavalry 
fecmed  to  be  in  contemplation.     The  Secretary  at  War  had  like* 
wife  (aid  that  they  were  not  more  than  the  proportiop  going  out  of 
the  country,  but  he  would  venture  to  afTert  that  the  cavalry  going 
to  the  Weil  Indies,  .was  not  a  third  or  fourth  of  what  was  expected 
from  the  Continent.    There  was  one  cxpreflfion  ufed  by  the  honour- 
able Secretary  which  was  extremely  odious  to  him.     He  had  fald 
the  emigrants  were  killed  oiF.     This  was  not  the  military  phrafe. 
The  word  '*  expended,"  or  lofl  in  the  fervice,  was  the  expreflion 
employed  upon  thefe  occafions.-^But  the  honourable  gentleman  was, 
perhaps,  little  afFeded  with  the  melancholy  ideas  which  fuch  an 
event  produced.     He  fpoke  of  it  with  the  cpolnefs  of  philofophy. 
The  honourable  gentleman  was  unacquainted  with  the  horrid  reality 
of  fuch  fcencs— - 

**  He  jefts  at  fears  who  never  felt  a  wound." 

In  anfwer  to  Mr.  Jenkinlbn,  General  Tarleton  contended  that  the 
profits  of  the  fencible  regiments  were  very  coniiderable,  much  more 
valuable  than  a  regular  regiment  during  peace.— -The  ftate  of  the 
argument,  as  it  had  been  conducted  on  a  former  night,  was  this  ; 
they  had  contended  on  his  lide  of  the  Houfe  that  the  fencible  cavftlry 
vcre  laige  beyond  example,  without  the  profpcft  of  diminution., 
The  whole  Cavalry  of  the  army  he  efiimated  at  28,000.    This  was 
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alarming,  when  the  Houfe  was  informed  tfiat  this  was  not  mare 
than  requifite  for  internal  defence.  He  Oated  tfie  expence  of  the 
feneible  cavalry  at  feven  hundred  thoufand  pounds  annually ,  and 
then  went  into  a  comparifon  of  the  edimates  of  feveral  of  the  pre- 
ceding years,  and  (hewfed  the  jHXJgrcflive  rife.  He  reminded  the  ri^t 
honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Pitt)  that  during  the  unfortunate  Ame- 
rican war,  the  condudl  which  he  had  been  in  ufe  to  reprobate  fo  fe- 
verely,  the  expence  of  it  had  never  amounted  to  the  funis  expended 
upon  his  own  military  eilablifhments.  He  ftated  the  expence  of 
the  army  this  year  to  be  ^irteen  millions.  When  fuch  was  the 
enormous  expenditure  of  this  country,  there  was  furely  little  reafba 
to  exult  in  the  comparifon  with  the  expence  of  the  military  opera- 
tions of  France.  Confidering  the  experience  of  the  American  pa- 
per currency,  it  was  below  the  undcrftanding  of  any  man  to  indulge 
much  hope  from  the  depreciation  of  aflignats. 

No  MInifter,  he  faid,  had  pofleffcd  greater  opportunity  of  car- 
rying on  war  with  vigour  than  the  right  honourable  gentleman.  He 
had  a  compliant  Parliament,  and  unlimited  fupplies  ;  yet  we  had 
feen  no  proofs  of  this  in  their  condud  and  meafures.  He  had 
heard  of  delays  in  the  failing  of  the  expedition  from  the  want  of 
tpin{]ports,  but  had  not  miniAers  the  power  of  providing  tranfports, 
and  if  they  negleded  to  do  their  duty,  the  confequences  were  ju(tiy 
imputed  to  their  mifmanagement  and  negligence.  In  the  Weft 
Indies,  the  fuccefs  obtained  by  Sir  Charles  Grey  had  been  de- 
feated by  the  want  of  reinforcement.  The  plan  followed  in  fend- 
ing troops  to  that  quarter,  was  extremely  inefficient.  The  arma- 
ment, which  was  lately  to  have  been  fent,  had  been  delayed  beyond 
the  proper  feafon.  7*he  campaign  ought  to  begin  in  December, 
and  end  in  March  ;  fo  it  could  not  reach  the  place  of  dedinadon 
in  time  to  be  employed  with  fuccefs.  Even  the  tempeft  which  had 
lately  damaged  fo  much  the  fleet  and  delayed  the  expedition  might 
have  been  avoided,  had  the  proper  feafon  of  failing  been  embraced. 
It.fbould  hftv«  been  detached  in  two  divifions,  which  would  have 
Supplied  fre(h  troops  and  favcd  the  colonies. 

He  aiked,  when ,  the  infantry  was  recalled  from  the  continent, 
why  the  cavalry  had  not  like  wife  been  recalled?  They  had  not 
iAared  in  the  laurels  lately  gained  by  the  Auftrians.  He  afked,  if 
the  EleSor  of  Hanover,  for  whofe  intereft  they  were  kept  there, 
paid  the  enormous  expence  with  which  their  maintenance  was  atten- 
ded ?  The  late  evenrs  on  the  Rhine  could  occafion  joy  to  none, 
but  tbofc  who  delighted  in  blood.  They  could  contribute  nothing 
to  reftorp  (he  conquered  countries  to  tlieir  former  fituation,  cr  to  ac- 
cdeiate  a  peace. 
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The  honourable  Getieral  next  adverted  to  tfie  expeditions  to  the 
couft  of  France.     The  time  that  was  pitched  upon  was  extremely 
improper.      While  France  wjis  diflrafled  by  tnfurredlioils  in  various 
parts  of  the  republic,  and  Toulon  irt  the  hands  of  the  country,  the 
expedition  alone  could  have  been  plaufiblc.     The  troops  employed 
were  priibners  of  war,  taken  out  of  confinement,  and  little  afFeded 
to  the  caafe.     The  officers  indeed  were  men  of  honour,  but  tfic 
commander,  M.  Puifayc,  was  a  perfon  neither  of  experience  in 
warfare,   nor  of  military  charadter.     He  had  been  preferred  to  many 
dldinguiihed  men,  whofe  abilities  would  at  Icaft  have  given  a  chance 
for  fucccfs.      The  event  of  this  expedition  was  equally  calamitoti^ 
to  thofe  engaged   in  it,  as  fatal  to  the  reputation  of  this  country. 
But  in juftice  to  the  individuals  who  had  thus  periflied  by  their  re- 
liance on  this  nation,  he  could   not  mention  without  refped  and 
companion,  the  dignifiecj    refignation  of  the   Bifhop  of  Dol,  the 
premature  fate  of  the  gallant  Sombricul,  and  Ws  brave  companions. 
But  why  talk  of  pity  to  men  callous  to  every  feeling  of  humanity, 
who  fecmed  ^delight  in  blood,  and  to  glory  in devaitation  ?     Ydt 
this  fubje£l  dfcferved  to  be  in  veftigated  to  the  bottom.     The  enquiry 
was  neceflary  to  vindicate  the  humanity  and  honour  of  Britain,  and 
he  hoped  Minifters  would  not  (brink  from  it. 

He  then  took  a  view  of  the  expedition  to  Ifle  Dieu,  which  lie 
alfo  reprobated  in  ftrong  terms.     He  faid,  that  ir  was  impoffible 
withBriiifli  troo^  to  conquer  St.  Domingo  ;•  but  had  it  been  held 
out  as  a  reward  to  die  Emigrants  for  thtir  exertions  in  reducing  it, 
and  as  anafylum  from  their  miferics,  thedelign  might  have  been 
rendered  honourable,  and .  beneficial  to  this  country.     Indead  of 
this,  they  were  fent  to  be  murdered,  foully  murdered,  on  the  coaft 
of  France.     Would  not  tlie  reHedion  upon  the  unhappy  fate  of 
thcfe  Emigrants,  harro\y  up  the  foql  of  the  Minidcrs,  who  expo- 
fed  them  to  fuch  inevitable  deflruvSion  ?  But  the  fdly  of  Mini^ert 
was  likewife  eminently  difplayed  in  this  expedition,  though  their  mo- 
ral turpitude  was  not  fo  great.     A  Bridfh  fleet  was  kept  ufetefs, 
vhich  if  employed  for  the  protedlion  of  the   Mediterranean  fleet, 
the  fevere  lofs  lately  fuftained  might  have  been  prevented.     In  the 
whole  courfe  of  the  war,  difafter  had  followed  on  difafter,  and  dlf** 
grace  upon  difgrace,  and  yet,  this  was  the  only  war  during  which 
inquiries  had  been  refufed.      lA  yoting  ^money  it  was  neceflary  to 
examine  how  it  had  been  applied,  and  the  advantages  we  had  a  tide 
to  exped  from  it.     Widiout  performing  this  (irft  duty,  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  people  only  met  to  rob  them  of  their  money  to 
fupport  the  fchcmes  of  a  Miniiier.     He  would  therefore  fupport 
^motkMi. 
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Colonel  GROSVENOR  conceived  it  improper  in  the  S 
at  War  to  ufe  any  expreffion  which  had  the  appearance  of  levity 
upon  fo  melancholy  an  affair  as  the  flaughter  of  the  Emigrants  at 
Quiberon.  He  bore  teftimony  to  the  good  fervices  of  the  Emigrants 
on  the  Waal  and  the  Rhine ;  he  had  the  honour  of  ferving  with 
them,  and  every  officer  who  did>  could  witncfs  their  nieritorioas 
condud^.  As  to  the  fate  of  the  noble  Sombrieul,  it  was  fuch  as 
every  man,  poffeffcd  of  common  feeling,  muft  lament : — ftill  more 
mud  they  lament  it  who  knew  that  nobleman,  and  witnefled  bis 
condud.  No  man  better  defervcd  the  tribute  of  gratitude  and  af* 
fcAion  of  every  brother  officer. 

General  SMITH  was  extremely  happy  to  hear  fuch  a  generous 
acknowledgment,  and  wilhed  that  nothing,  to  the  difad vantage  of 
the  Emigrant  troops,  which  he  had  faid  might  be  conftrued  into  an 
iniinuation  ;  that  many  of  thcfe  corps  had  z&cd  veiy  bravdy,  he 
firmly  believed  to  have  beea  the  cafe. 

The  SECRETARY  AT  WAR  was  furprifcd  diat  fo  much 
ihould  have  been  faid  on  an  expreffion  which  he  had  incidentally 
ufed,  and  which  he  employed  merely  for  want  of  a  better.  'He  ap- 
pealed to  the  Houfe  if  he  had  fpoken  with  any  unbecoming  levity, 
and  if  he  had  not,  why  (hould  fuch  advantage  have  been  taken  from 
a  folitary  incidental  expreffion  ?  If  he  had  recoll9Aed  the  foldier-like 
word,  expended,  which  the  honourable  General  (Tarleton)  had 
fuggefted,  he  certainly  would  have  ufed  it,  though  perhaps  it  origi- 
jiated  in  rather  a  ludicrous  Aory,  which  he  would  mention  to  the 
Houfe.  General  Guyfe,  at  the  ficge  of  Carthagena,  having  de- 
manded a  freffi  fupply  of  men,  was  aiked  die  grounds  of  the  de- 
mand ;  to  which  he  replied,  that  all  his  troops  were  expended. 
The  application  of  the  term  was  certainly  ludicrous  enough,  though 
it  might  be  pardonable  in  that  commander,  who  had  been  a  (harcr 
in  the  dangers  of  the  fiege. 

Mr.  SARJEANT  declined  following  the  honourable  General 
(Tarleton)  through  all  his  arguments,  but  iirft  denied  that  the  ac- 
compts  which  he  had  brought  up  were  diffisrent  from  f^nmer  years. 
It  was  impoffible  for  the  Board  of  Ordnance,  he  faid,  to  make 
cxa£t  eftimatcs  ;  the  ordinaries  might  be  computed,  the  extraordi- 
narics  could  not.  The  honourable  General  had  lamented  that 
there  was  not  a  larger  attendance,  but  that  he  confidered  as  prefump- 
tive  evidence,  that  gentlemen  had  looked  over  the  acoiunts  and 
were  fatisiied  that  they  were  iair,  intelligible,  and  not  r^rehenfible, 
and  he  ihould  have  imagined  that  fuch  had  been  the  honourable 
GeneraUs  opinion  fince  he  had  not  made  any  objcfUon  in  the  com-* 
miitce.     Some  occurrences  were  fo  late^  as  that  of  Port^au-Princt^ 
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ice.  that  they  could  not  be  included  in  the  original  ftatements  ;  and 
as  to  attributing  the  delay  of  the  Weft- India  armament  to  the 
Board  of  Ordnance,  fuch  regulations  had  been  made  by  the  Maftcr- 
General  as  were  never  made  before,  parricularly  in. regard  to  the 
firft  regular  depot  of  ftorcs  at  Portfmouth.  He  was  ready,  for  his 
own  part,  to  enter  into  a  committee  of  inquiry.  He  was  confident 
that  tliefe  never  had  been  an  armament  of  fuch  magnitude  fitted 
out  in  fo  fhort  a  time,  and  he  put  it  to  gentlemen  if  it  was  fair  to 
fuppofe  tliat  that  noble  pcrfon  (Marquis  Comwallis)  who  had  been 
fo  active  in  the  ferviccof  his  country,  when  abroad,  would  in  any- 
way be  rcmifs  in  furnifhing  ftorcs  for  others  who  might  be  acting 
on  ftations  limilar  to  thofc  which  he  atone  time  fo  honourably 
occupied  ? 

General  TARLETON  agreed  with  the  honourable  gentleman 
about  the  fubjcfl  of  the  eftimates,  but  differed  with  him  as  to  the 
mode  in  which  they  were  made.  In  regard  to  the  delay  of  the 
Weft- India  fquadron,  he  was  happy  that  the  noble  Marquis  (Com- 
wallis,) at  the  head  of  the  Board  of  Ordnance,  was  exculpated, 
but  obferved  that  the  whole  load  of  blame  would  now  Ije  upon  his 
M*ij*efty*s  Miniftcrs. 

Lord  BELGRAVE,  after  apologizing  for  the  exprefTion  of  the 
Secretary  at  War,  profcfTed,  that  nothing  which  had  fallen  from 
the  three  honourable  Generals  oppofite  to  himj  had  convinced  him 
of  the  pi^priety  of  withholding  hisafTcnt  from  the  refolutions  con- 
tained in  the  report  now  before  the  Houfe.  A  tempeil,  which  his 
Majcfty's  Miniftcrs  could  neither  ibrefee  nor  control,  had  given  a 
temporary  check  to  the  Weft-India  expedition  ;  but  he  hoped  that 
it  wou]d  foon  be  refitted,  and  that  its  fuccefb  would  anfwer  the  ex- 
pedadons  which  had  been  formed  fifom  it.  The  fencib^e  cavalry, 
the  number  of  which  had  been  fo  loudly  complained  of,  he  confi- 
dcrcd  as  neceffary  to  proteft  the  internal  tranquillity  of  the  country  ; 
and  with  refpedl  to  the  comparifon  which  an  honourable  General 
had  inftitutcd  between  the  military  eftimatcs  of  die  prefeot  year, 
and  tbofeof  1792  ;'  all  it  went  to  prove  was,  that  thercxpcnces  of 
the  country  were  greater  in  time  of  war  than  in  the  time  of  peace. 
He  hoped  that  a  period  would  foon  arrive  when  the  eftimatcs  of  the 
army  would'  be  reduced  to  the  ufual  fcalc  of  a  peace  eftabliftiment, 
but  at  the  fame  time  h*^  hoped  that  period  would  not  come  till  peace 
could  be  obtained  on  terms  that  were  honourable  for  the  country. 
On  the  Quiberon  expedition,  and  the  fate  which  attended  it,  he 
fuppofed  there  were  as  much  feeling  among  his  Majcfty's  Miniflersi 
as  among  the  members  of  oppofition. 

He  underftood  that  the  Emigrants  were  anxious  for  it«  from  a 
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ftrong  fuppolition  that  they  (hould  be  able  to  co-operate  with  the 
Royalifts,  and  bring  about  a  counter  revolution.  Now,  in  obfcr- 
vation  to  the  want  of  feeling  for  thofe  unfortunate  men  with  ^w^iicfa 
the  honourable  General  had  accufcd  his  Majefty's  MinificrSy  h« 
muft  declare  that  the  honourable  General  feemed  to. have  veiy  little 
feeling  for  the  feelings  of  others,  when  he  made  fuch  an  accuia* 
tion.  Upon  the  whole,  therefore,  he  (hould  vote  for  the  bringing 
up  the  report. 

Colonel  GROSVENOR  in  explanation  faid,  he  (hould  have 
been  the  laft  man  in  the  world  to  impute  any  invidious  intentions 
or  levity  to  the  Secretary  at  War,  upon  fo  melancholy  an  affair  as 
that  at  Quibcron  ;  he  only  noticed  the  phrafe  as  improper. 

Mr.  Secretary  DUNDASobferved,  that  it  was  illiberal  and  in- 
decent to  apply  fuch  unmerited  refleftions  to  the  feelings  ofodiers 
-— Foruriatcly,  however,  the  poifon  of  fuch  reflexions  carried  their 
antidote  along  with  them.  It  was  not  by  ra(h  or  intemperate 
words,  or  the  virulence  of  laboured  invedlive,  but  by  the  tenor  of 
men's  lives  and  adions  that  the  public  opinion  would  be  formed. 
As  to  his  right  honourable  friend,  at  whole  feelings  the  reflcdion^ 
of  the  honourable  General  had  been  levelled,  he  would  put  it  to 
the  Houfe,  whether  there  ever  was  one  man  to  be  found,  even 
among  his  foes,  who  had  ever  before  attributed  to  him  the  Icafi 
want  of  feeling  —He  was  fare  of  the  reverfe.  As  to  the  honour- 
able General's  (Tarlton)  fine  climax  about  "  quaffing  tears — bath- 
ing in  blood — feeding  on  groans,"  &c.  &c.  he  was  not  at  all  hurt  by 
thcfe  founding  words,  and  as  ir  had  coft  the  honourable  General  a 
good  deal  of  trouble  to  prepare  the  fentence,  he  would  not  find  fault 
with  it.  He  reverted  to  the  declaration  of  the  honourable  General, 
that  if  the  Board  of  Ordnance  was  not  culpable  for  the  delay  of  the 
Weft- India  armament,  the  whole  of  die  blame  would  attach  to  thr 
other  MinMtcrs.  No  blame  was  imputable,  he  faid,  to  any  perfen 
whatever.  Gentlemen  on  the  other  fide  appeared  to  confidcr  the 
cxpeditHon  of  an  armament  as  a  machine.  They  knew  but  very 
little  of  an  armament,  if  they  imagined  that  a  number  of  troops, 
amounting  to  between  20  and  30,000  men,  could  be  embarked 
upon  a  foreign  entcrprife  without  delay.  It  had  been  neoeflarf  to- 
wait  for  the  return  of  thofe  troops  from  foreign  fervicc,  who  were 
to  proceed  upon  that  expedition,  and  who  could  not  ncceffarily  pro- 
ceed without  refreftimcnt  and  rcpofe.  Arms  were  to  be  provided,^ 
ammunition  was  to  be  provided,  and  the  whole  required  prepara- 
tion.— The  honourable  General  ftatcd  that  a  campaign  in  the  Well 
Indies  ought  to  commence  by  the  firft  of  December.  To  this  he 
alfented,  and  according  to  the  lifual  mode  of  calculation,   this  very 
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armament  would  have  been  ready  for  aftion  in  the  Weft  Indies  if 
it  had  not  been  impeded  by  fuch  accidents  as  no  human  precaution 
could  prevent.     Nay,  one  part  of  it  was  ready  to  fail  on  the  loth 
of  Oftober,  but  was  detained  by  contrary  winds,  and  furely  there 
was  no  blame  imputable  to  His  Majefty's  Minifters  if  the  wind  blew 
from  the  weft  inftead  of  the  eaft.     The  only  caufc  of  blame  then  was 
becaufc  it  was  not  fent  out  in  different  defachmcnts.     He  had  been 
informed,  and  upon  very  good  authority,  that  an  European  force 
could  never  be  effeiaual  in  the  Weft  Indies,  from  the  nature  of  the 
climate,  unlefs  it  was  fent  out  in  a  great  body,  and  put  in  aflioa 
immediately  on  its  arrival  there.      On  this  authority  he  had  given 
his  advice ;"  his  advice  might  be.  wrong,  but  he  was  not  ready  to 
give  up  his  opinion  too  haftily  for  that  pf  the  honourable  General's. 
In  r^rd   to  what  the  honourable    General   had  obfervcd  of  the 
propriety  of  fending  a  noble  Lord  with  his  army  to  cover  the  land- 
ing of  the  emigrants*  at  Quiberon,  he  dcfired  to  afk  whether  that 
army  could  be  fent  to  France  and  the  Weft  Indies  at  the  fame  time  ? 
He  had  certainly  been  miftaken  in  his  opinion  concerning  that  mea- 
furc,  for  if  there  had  been  any  fuperfluity  of  force,  it  would  have 
certainly  been  done  away.     Perhaps,  the  fatal  injury  which  the  fleet 
fuflFcrcd   might  in^  fome  degree  have  been  incurred  by  the  laudable 
leal  of  the  Admiral,  who,  after  his  long  detention  by  contrary 
winds,  was  fo  impatient  of  delay,  fo  zealous  for  the  honour  of  His 
Majcfty's  fcrvice,  and  fo  dcfirous  of  feizing  the  firft  favourable  op- 
portunity to  fail,  that,  notwithftanding  the  high  winds,  the  moment 
they  tacked  about  in  his  favour,  he  weighed  anchor,  and  thus,  by 
'   the  anticipation  of  a  few  hours,  became  expofed  to  the  moft  uncom- 
mon and  extenfive  difafter  which  had  of  late  been  experienced,  but 
which,  to  the  credit  of  all  thofe  concerned,  had  been  as  fpeedily 
repaired.     The  armanrKmt  was  now  again  ready,  had  beqn  ready 
ever  fince  Monday  laft,  and  was  only  detained  by  adverfe  winds  ; 
and,  if  the   witids  became  favourable  in  any  feafonable  time,  it 
might  be  expetted  that  it  would  ftill  arrive  at  the  place  of  dcftina- 
rion  foon  enough  to  infurc  fucccfs.  i 

General  TARLETON  obferved,  that  he  (hould  not  rctraft  one' 
fyllable  of  the  blame  he  had  imputed  to  His  Majefty's  Minifters, 
cither  with  refped  to  their  condud,  or  the  charge  of  inhumanity 
which  he  thought  attached  to  them.  For  it  was  his  opinion,  and 
that  opinion  was  founded  on  mature  reflexion,  and  flowed  from  the 
moft  confcientious  conviftion,  that  His  Majefty's  Minifters  were 
rcfponfible  for  the  war  which  now  defolates  Europe,  and  that  owing 
^0  their  pride  and  folly  peace  had  been  too  long  baniftied  from  the 
•^«     With  refpc6l  to  the  preparation  which  the  right  honourable 
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Secretary  had  alluded  to,  he  muft  reply,  that  the  charge  was  un- 
founded and  abfurd  ;  but  in  return,  he  moft  firjcercly  wiflicd  the 
Secretary  of  War  had  been  better  prepared  in  the  Weft  Indies  and 
at  Qiiiberon,  throughout  the  vhole  cf  this  calarpkous  war.  His 
explanation,  that  his  argument  was  contradictory  \^5th  refpcdl  to 
the  troops  to  be  fcnt  to  the  Weft  Indies,  he  muft  rbfcrvc,  that  he 
never  mentioned  the  proportion  of  Briti(h  troops  to  be  'cmplcycd  in 
c;onjunflion  with  the  ernigrnnts  on  the  coaft  of  France ;  and  he  was  of 
opinion,  that  the  forces  under  General  Doyle  (which  was  now  at 
the  Iflc  of  Dieu,  and  not  dcfigncd  for  the  Weft  Imiiaq  operations;, 
would  have  been  an"ply  fufKcitnt,  to  liavc  covered  the  retreat  of 
the  unfortunate  emigrants  from  Quiberon  ! 

Mr.  GREY  rofc  to  make  fume  obfcrvar ions  upon  what  hiad  £illen 
from  the  right  honourable  gentleman.  The  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman ftatcd  that  there  had  been  no  unrcafonable  delay  in  the  expe- 
dition ;  whether  the  riglit  honourable  gentleman's  defence  of  that 
delay  would  be  fatisfadtory  to  tlie  Houfe,  he  could  not  tell,  hut 
he  knew  that  the  public  had  but  one  fcntiment  up<Ti  the  fubjccV. 
The  right  honourable  gentleman  urged  that  much  preparation  was 
required,  tliatthe  troops  to  be  employed  had  returned  from  the  con- 
tinent, and  flood  in  need  of  rcfrcflimcnt  and  repofc,  and  that  arms 
and  ammunition  for  them  were  to  be  provided.  All  this  was  rooft 
true  ;  but  could  it  be  believed  that  nil  tie  vigogr  and  energy  of 
Government  w.is  exerted  as  it  ought  to  be,  to  renHcr  the  arn>ament 
complete  :  Let  it  be  remembered,  thnt  fo  late  as  laft  June  twelve- 
month, an  account  of  the  recapture  of  Guadaloupe  was  received  in 
this  coimtry,  and  that  His  Majtliy's  Minifters  muft  then  have 
known  tlie  neccflity  of  fending  out  a  great  armament  to  the  .Weft 
Indies,  if  they  w  iflicd  to  prcferve  our  poflcflions.  The  admini^ 
tration  aflumed  the  credit  of  difplaying  a  fuperior  vigour  and  energy 
to  all  former  AdminiOration?.  in  tbe  condu6t  of  war,  and  yet  they 
had  not  been  able  to  difplay  that  vigour  and  energy  in  the  very 
quartc;r  where,  according  to  their  own  declaration,  all  our  hopes 
depended.  It  was  faid  that  the  troops  which  returned  from  the  con- 
tinent^ required  repofe  and  refreftimcnt ;  but  let' it  be  remembered 
aifo,  the  trocps  returned  in  the  fpring,  and  therefore  they  wcrekq)t 
inaflive  from  the  fpring  to  the  i  oth  of  OcSlober,  3ind  had  not  yet 
failed.  On  the  i  oth  of  Odober  too,  it  appeared  that  only  one 
part  was  ready  ;  and  even  that  was  not  fufBciently  early,  for  the 
ftiips  ought  to  have  been  clear  of  the  Channel  by  the  2 oth  of  Sep- 
tember, He  agreed  with  him,  that  if  they  mean  to  carry  on  the 
war  with  any  exertion  in  the  Weft  Indies,  it  was  to  be  <lonc  only 
by  a  great  body  of  troops,  and  by  employing  that  body  at  once,  on 
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account  of  t^e  mortaM:y  in  thit  inclement  clioiate.     Yet,  it  appear- 
ed, that  a  part  only* was   ready  to  fail  by  die  lotfa  of  Odober. 
Now  it  was  not  a  part,  but  the  v«hole  of  the  armament^  that  ought 
to  have  been  ready  at  the  periot<.     There  jnuft  He  a  charge  then  of 
delay.     The  right  honourable  gentleman  pleaded  that  his  Majefty  s 
Miniftcrs  were  not  accuuntable  for  die  winds  which  detained  the 
fleet  frr  sT  certain  time  \  that  Ijp  allowed  ;  but  they  were  fo  far  ac^ 
counrablcy  that  the  difafter  which  attended,  was  to  he  anributed  in 
fome  degree  to  them,  for  it  was  their  duty  to  have  ecfuipped  die ' 
tranfports  long  before,  and  not  to  have  kept  thctn  in  the  Channd  till 
that  feafon,  when  ftormsand  violent  winds  were  to  be  expcv^ed.  If 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  was  refolved  to  perfift  in  his  afier- 
tion,  that  the  injury  which  the  fleet  fuffered  was  entirely  awing  to 
tlie  difpenfation  of  heaven,  he  muft  prove  tliat  the  fleet  was  long 
before  ready  to  fail.      Heohferved,  that  the  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman had  refufcd  to  follow  his  honourable  friend  upon  the  other 
points  of  his  argument.     Whether  that  was  a  fufficient  apology  to 
tlie  calamitous  expedition. to  the  coaflof  France,  he  would  leave 
him  to  determine.     He  (hould  now  refer  to  the  eftimates  them- 
fdves.     If  he  undcrdood  a  right  hotiouraUe  gentleman  (the  Secre- 
tary  at  War)  rightly  on  a  former  evening,  that  right  honourable 
gpntieman  had  announced  the  reduAioaof  the  army  by  more  than 
25,000  noen,  which  produccda  faving  tothe  pubUc  of  8oo,oool. 
ia  the  probable  expences  of  the  efliabliihinent  tor  the  next  year.  He 
compared  the  edimates  for  theenfuing  year  with  the  preceding,  and 
perceived  thnt  the  lafl  were  calculated  at  6,954,000!.  [not  includ- 
ing the  India  forces,  faid  Mr.  Pitt],  and  thcfe  at  6,142,000!.—* 
Now  in  addition  to  this  faving  of  8oo,oool.  he  conceived  that  the 
Surplus  of  the  edimates,  which  had  been  reckoned  at   7co,oool« 
(})ould  be  dedudted  alfo.     [He  was  informed  that  700,000  was 
the  furplus  of  two  years.]     Well  then,  faid  he,  there  is  an  a6tua( 
faving  of  350,0001.  which  ought  furcly  to  have  been  deducted,  . 
An  honourable  gcndcman  (Mr.  Sarjeant),  heremaked,  had  imputed 
the  thiQ  attendance  of  the  members,  of  which  his  honourable  fi-iend 
had  fo  juftly  complained,  to  their  *fatisfa£lion  at  the  fairnefs  of  die . 
eftimates.     This  imputation  he  condemned,  and  argued,  that  fo 
thin  an  attendance  to  one  of  their  nr\o(l  important  duties,  the  voting 
away  the  public  money,  either  indicated  a  remiifnefs,  or  want  of 
attention  in  tlie  members  of  that  Houle.     There  was  one  article  in 
the  eftimates  which  next  attracted  his  attcntioa,  and  whic^  particu*. 
iarly  called  for  the  attentioo  of  theHoufe,  fiir  it  was  fo  exceflive  as 
to  be  alarmir^i  and  fac  propofed  hereafter  to  take*  the  fenfe  of  the 
Hotafe  ligoa  it.     The  arcielc  which  he  alluded  to^  was^  die  pcovi- 
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Hon  for  the  ftafF,  which  amounted  to  103,64.2].  He  had  com- 
pared it  with  the  eAimates  of  former  years,  and  found  it  unpaialleU 
ed  and  enormous*  He  took  the  lad  war  of  the  Earl  of  Chatham, 
in  fjSjz,  in  which  the  largeft  army  of  l^e  times  was  railed,  and 
the  funis  for  the  (lafFthen  voted,  were  58,8 1 3I.  But  this  was  not 
the  chief  point  of  compartfon.  The  points  which  he  fhould  next 
refer  to,  were  the  two  laft  years  of  the  American  war  in  1 78 1  and 
1782*  The  American  war  had  always  been  arraigned  by  the  pre- 
fent  Miniders,  as  the  mod  extravagant  war  in  which  this  country 
ever  was  engaged, '  and  now  he  could  (how  what  the  ftate  of  the  ftaff 
was,  in  the  two  laft  years  of  that  war,  which  were  unqucftionably 
the  mod  expenfive.  In  .1781,  the  number  of  men  voted  for 
guards  and  garrifons  were  39,666,  and  the  money  for  theftafF 
42,2571.  In  1782,  the  number  of  men  voted  for  guards  and 
garrifons  were  49»45  6,  and  the  money  for  the  ftafF  43,840!.  The 
number  of  men  eftimated  for  the^  guards  and  garrifons  this  year  are 
49,219,  and  the  money  of  the  ftaff  1-03,6421.  which  is  a  fum 
more  than  double  of  the  allowance  of  the  ftaff  in  the  two  laft  years 
of  that  extravagant  war.  This  difference  he  wilhed  to  ftate,  that 
the  Houfe  might  conftder  whether  the  enormous  increafe  of  this 
article  had/  arifen  from  any  want  K}f  attention  on  their  part,  and  he 
intimated  that  he  ftiould  hereafter  examine  it  more  particularly.  In 
regard  to  the  phrafe  whith  had  been  ufed  by  a  right  honourable 
gentleman,  he  acquitted  him  of  any  intentional  levit}%  but  was  not 
furprifed  at  the  jealoufy  which  was  felt  on  the  occafion,  when  he 
reflected  on  the  blood  which  had  been  fo  profufely  (hed  in  this  un- 
happy conteft. 

Mr.  Secretary  DUNDAS  explained,  that  if  the  account  of  tiic 
recapture  of  Guadaloupc  was  received  laft  July  twelvemonth,  the 
account  of  the  lofs  of  St.  Lucie  did  not  arrive  till  laft  July,  and 
therefore,  if  Guadaloupe  had  been  the  only  objed,  a  force  would 
have  been  rcadv. 

Mr.  FOX  faid,  that  the  reply  of  the  Secretary  of  State  was  not 
.  fi  fatisfadlory  anfwer  to  the  arguments  of  his  honourable  frierui.  He 
aftced,  if  our  Government  had  confined  their  vicu-s  to  Guadaloupe, 
or  whether  they  had  not  from  the  beginning,  a  deflgn  upon  St.  Do- 
mingo. And  if  that  had  been  an  objc6l  throughout  the  whole  oourfe 
of  the  war,  the  queftion  might  with  propriety  be  aflced,  why  we 
had  not  made,  greater  and  more  timely  exertions  to  fccure  it  ?  He 
had  always  been  a  friend  to  inquiries,  and  he  coniidered  it  as  a  la- 
mentable circumftancc,  both  for  the  Houfe  and  for  the  country,  that 
it  always  hadfbeen  the  pradice  of  the  prcfent  Minifters,  to  diffuadc 
the  ;"cprefet»tauves  pf  the  people  from  inftituting  thcfc  inquiries.     It 
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was  too  mudi  to  make  the  country  believe,  that  this  warliad  been 
managed  with  fuperior  wifdom  and  (kill  to  all  former  wars,  and  yet 
this  was  the  only  war  recorded  in  the  Hiflory  of  Great  Britain,  in 
which  no  inquiry  had  taken  place.     He  would  not  accufe  Admini- 
(hation  of  a  want  of  feeling,  refpeding  the  fate  of  the  expedition  to 
Quiberon  ;  but  he  hoped  and  trufted  that  they  would  move  for  an 
inquny,  to  juAify  their  condud  as  well  as  their  feelings  on  thaf  oc« 
cafion  to  this  country,  and  to  tfie  world.     With  regard  to  the  Weft- 
India  expedition,  all  the  circumftances  which  had  reached  his  know- 
ledge, or  which  had  been  comniiinicated  to  the  Houfc  in  the  courfc 
of  this  evening's  debate,  only  tended  to  evince  the  propriety  of  an 
inquiry.     The  Secretary  of  State  had  afferted,  that  the  fleet  was 
ready  to  fail  by  the  firft  of  November.     This  was  an  aflcrtion, 
which,  for  his  own  part,   he  was  convinced  the  right  honourable 
Secretary  could  not  make  good  upon  an  inquiry.     But  he  demanded 
of  the  Houfc,  if  they  were  fatisfied  on  fuch  an  important  point  with 
a  bare  declaration ;  and  whether,  after  feeing  the  country  involved 
in  fo  many  calamities  by  a  fruitlefs  and  unfortunate  conteft;  which 
years  of  peace  would  not  be  able  to  retrieve,  they  could  fo  far  ne- 
gle£l  their  duty  as  not  to  inquire  who  was  the  author  of  thefe  cala- 
mities?   and  what  were  the  meafures  by  which  fuch  complicated 
mifery  had  been  produced  ?     He  hoped,  and  trufted,  that  the  ef- 
fc<3  of  the  debate  would  be  to  lead  the  Houfe  to  enter  into  a  ferious 
inquiry  into^thc  two  French  and  the  Weft- India  expeditions.     The 
firft  expedition  to  the  coaft  of  France,  in  his  opinion,  was  wild  and 
chimerical,  planned  without  wifdom,  and  executed  without  energy. 
On  this  expedition,  however,  lie  confefled  there  was  room  for  fome 
difference  of  opinion ;    but  he  could  not  conceive  any  argument 
which  could  be  adduced  to  juftify  a  fecond  attempt.     It  was  faid 
by  a  noble  Lord  (Belgrave)  that  we  were  foon  to  have  peace,  and 
no  man  rejoiced  more  in  the  profpefl  than  he  (Mr.  Fox) ;  but  tliis 
he  would  alTert,  that  if  thefe  expeditions  had  fucceedcd,  and  their 
objects  had  been  attained,  that  profpedl  would  have  been  much  more 
dlftant.     If  the  conqueft  of  France  had  really  been  carried  intaef- 
fed,  and  Louis  the  Eighteenth  been  reinftated  on  the  throne  of  his- 
anceftors,  the  period  at  which  we  could  have  looked  for  peace,  muft: 
have  been  remote  indeed,  becaufe  no  peace  could  have  been  procured 
without  giving  up  that  Prince,  which  it  would  have  been  impoflible 
for  this  country  to  have  done,  without  incurring  the  imputation  of 
the  bafcft  and  fouleft  treachery.    With  refpeft  to  the  expence  of  this 
irar,  he  had  no  hefitation  in  faying  that  it  exceeded,  in  point  of 
extravagance,  any  war  that  ever  was  known.     In  the  American 
var,  among  all  the  cenfurable  features  of  the  Minifters  then  in 
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fowtTf  them  was  ttttHc  by  wKich  they  were  fo  (Irof^ly  nixrkcd, 
and  .for  which  thej>  were  fo  much  reprobated,  as  for  fheir  extrava- 
gance ;  but  he  was  ready  to  ta%e  that  war  as  a  criterion  of  oecono- 
injT,  and  by  that  crirerion  to  convJ<^  or  to  acquit  the  prefcnt  Adnri- 
niftratton.  He  entirely  acquteiced  in  the  objedfons  which  had  been 
ftatcd  againft  retaining  fuch  an  imtnenfe  body  of  fcncible  cavaliy  as 
was  now  propofed.  The  objc^^ions  againft  fuch  a  nncafurc  would 
fee  valid  at  any  period,  but  in  the  prefcnt  moment  they  acquired  ad- 
ditional ftrcngth  from  collateral  circumftances.  When  the  alarm- 
ing  fcarcity  which  at  prefent  prevailed  in  the  country  was  confideird, 
he  thought  particular  care  (hould  be  taken^  tllat  the  proportion  of 
iniannry  ihould  greatly  exceed  that  of  cavalry.  He  was  at  a  lofs  to 
conceive  any  motive  but  one  which  could  arStuatc  Miniftcrs  in  pro- 
pofing  to  IjLccp  on  foot  fuch  an  immenfe  body  of  cavalry-  No  tmn 
in  his  fenfes  could  entertain  any  ferious  apprehenfions  of  an  invafion, 
and  what  but  motives  of  finifter  ambition  could  influence  them  to 
maintain  a  force,  without  the  ajipearance  of  any  objeft  to  which  it 
oould  juftly  be  applied.  He  truiled,  however,  that  the  people  of 
this  country  would  never  tol<?rate  an  army,  fupported  under  the  pre- 
tence of  maintaining  the  infernal- tranquillity  of  the  country.  The 
civil  power  had  hitherto  alwa)'s  been  fufficient  for  that  purpofe,  and 
he  trufted,  that  this  was  not  the  time  when  diis  powelr  was  to  be 
fupplanted  by  military  force.  He  was  far  from  impuring  any  want 
of  feeling  to  the  Secretary  at  War,  but  he  was  not  furprifcd  at  a 
degree  of  irritation  which  might  difphy  itfclf  in  any  quarter  in  fpeak- 
ing  of  a  u-ar,  in  which  an  ocean  of  blood  had  been  Ihed,  in  the 
piofecudon  of  the  wildcft  and  mod-  chimerical  fchcmes.  When 
the  refiedion  occurred,  that  alLEuropc  had  been  kept  in  a  (bteof 
war,  on  account  of  fomc  fanciful  and  whimfical  opinions  of  the  Bri- 
tiih  Cabinet,  what  wonder  ^as  there  that  every  feeling  was  alive, 
and  that  thcnc-  was  jealoufy  bordering  perhaps  on  an  extreme,  with 
refpedV  to  any  Itvhy  or  indifference  which  might  fccm  to  appear  in 
fpeaking  of  fuch  a  conteft.  ^  Mr.  Fox  aflcrted,  that  this  country 
Aood  in  a  moft  odious  and  deteO'able  light  in  the  eye  of  Europe,  as 
,bcirig  the  fole  caufc  of  prolonging  the  war.  More  than  twelve 
months  had  dapfcd^  fince  peace  might  have  been  effedied,  had  it 
not  been  ttat  the  King  of  Great  Britain's  ad\-ifcrs  did  not  think  it 
compatible  with  thcii^.pridc,  or  with  their  inttrreft,  to  enter  into  nc- 
gociation.'  If  Miniftcrs  were  now  rcpchting  of  their  paft  conducl, 
lie  heartily  rejoiced  at  it,  and  congratulated  his  country  on  the  event; 
but  he  never  would  give  up  this  poinf,  that  all  the  calamities,  dif- 
gra:cs,  and  miferies,  confequcnt  on  the  war,    lay  at  the  door  of 
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thofe  who  reje<9ed  pacification,   when  peace  might  have  been  ob« 
tained* 

Mr.   DUNDAS  explained,  that  he  had  never  dated  St.  Do- 
roif^  to  be  the  objedt  of  the  prefent  expedition. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  he  really  did  not  think  that  he 
ihould  have  been  induced  to  trouble  the  Houfe  on  the  prefent  occa- 
iion,  as  it  had  been  intimated,  that  the  topics  which  had  been  this 
night  introduced,   would  be  brought  forward  feparately,  when  a 
more  favourable  opportunity  would  be  afforded  Tor  particular  difccif- 
fion.      But  there  was  one  topic  brought  forward  by  the  right  honour* 
able  gentleman  in  the  conclufion  of  his  ipeech,  fo  intimately  con- 
ncflcd  with  the  fecurity  and  interefts  of  this  country,  and  of  Europe^ 
with  the  caufe  of  truth,   and  of  juftigc,   that  it  was  impoffible  for 
him  not  to  remind  the  Houfe  what  wak  the  real  ftate  of  die  queAion. 
The  right  honourable  gentleman  Taid,  that  for  fome  years  pad  this 
country  had  been  the  caufe  of  Europe  having  been  precluded  from 
cnjoying^  the  bleffings  of  peace  and  plenty.     He  would  not  conteft 
his  fincerity  in  avowing  that  opinion,  nor  the  fincerity  of  thofe  who 
were  induced  by  his  reafoning,  to  aifent  to  the  fame  propofition. 
But  he  mud  confider  it  as  fomething  like  arrogance  and  prefumption 
in  addrefling  an  aflembly,  who  had  dated,  in  the  fird  indance,  that 
they  were  forced  into  the  war  by  the  unjudifiable  aggrcflion  of  the 
enemy,  and  who  had  again  and  again  declared^  that  they  were  em- 
barked in  a  conted  for  the  exidencc  and  independence  of  Europe, 
and  who  had  fupported  that  conted  with  a  firmncfs  and  perfeve- 
ranee,  which  could  only  proceed  from  a  confcioufncfs  of  the  refli- 
tudc  of  their  caufe,  and  of  the  Iblidity  of  the  grounds  upon  which 
^y  dood,  to  expedl  that  they  woiild  retraft  all  their  former  opini- 
ons and  fubfcribe  to  a  declaration  of  their  own  difgrace.     This  was 
an  efFe6l  too  much  for  the  right  honourable  gentleman  to  expeiSl  tp 
be  produced,  even  by  his  powers  of  eloquence,  and  vehemence  of 
affertion.     He  might  be  content  to  tell  him,  that  the  war  on  the 
part  of  this  country,  was  defend vc,  even  to  the  extent  of  dru^ling 
for  our  laws,  our  liberties  and  religion.     He  might  date  his  opi- 
nion, that  in  fpite  of  the'lofles  and  difficulties  we  had  experienced, 
arifing  from  the  unparalleled  nature  of  the  conted,  from  the  failure 
of  our  allies  ;  or,  admitting  fuch  to  be  the  cafe,  from  the  midakes 
of  our  Councils,  the  page  of  impartial  hidory  would  record,  that 
to  the  exertions  of  this  one  ifland,  exertions  furnidied  in  proportion 
toitsfpirit,  the  extent  of  itsrefourccs,  the  exigence  of  the  cafe,  and 
the  judice  of  the  caufe,  Europe,  if  it  fliould  be  delivered,  would 
owe  its  de^verance  from  the  mod  formidable  danger  with  which  it 
had  ever  been  menaced.     Your  firmefs,  your  perfcvcrance,  yotu 
Vol.  XLUI.  3  U 
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chcrgy,  and  your  wealth,  have  enabled  you  to  keep  together  what 
now  remains  of  the  combination,  under  which  that  unnatural  fvf- 
tern,  which  it  was  formed  to  oppofe,  has  crumbled  to  the  ground. 
The  right  honourable  gentleman  fays,  that  now  the  profpc6ts  of  peace 
arc  not  far  diftant— now  when  we  can  hope  for  moderation,  bccaufc 
we  fee  fymptoms  of  ncceflity,  and  a  change  of  difpofitions  on  the 
part  of  the  enemy.  But  even  in  the  prefcnt  moment,  when  he  talks 
6f  a  peace  that  may  be  made  with  fafetj',  does  he  not,  however, 
recolleft  a  late  declaration  of  the  enemy,  not  to  give  up  certain  do- 
minions, which,  in  the  event  of  a  peace,  it  would  be  impoflible  for 
this  country,  without  extreme  degradation,  to  leave  in  thdr  hands 
without  a  proper  compenfation  ? 

"  The  honourable  gentleman  had  infinuatcd  the  advantages  of  fe- 
paratc  pacification  ;  but  he  had  forborne  to  ftatc  what  degree  of 
honourable  fccurity  the  German  States  had  derived  from  a  fcparatc 
peace.  Immediately  previous  to  their  late  defeat,  in  the  convul- 
fions  of  their  laft  agony,  the  French  Generals  had  iffued  an  order 
that  not  any  one  of  the  German  States  (hould  be  exempted  from 
contribution — the  only  difference  to  be  made  in  favour  of  thofe  who 
l^ad  concluded  peace  was,  that  they  were  to  be  reimburfcd  from  the 
other  ftatcs,  when  they  had  fallen  into  the  pofTeflion  of  the  French. 
A  little  before,  they  had  paffcd  a  decree  incorporating  the  Nether- 
lands with  their  own  dominions.  Had  England  withdrawn  from 
the  conteft,  (he  would  have  given  to  the  pride  of  the  French  a  frefh 
fource  of  exultation.  She  would  have  fortified  their  power  by  dif- 
Coverlng  a  fenfe  of  her  own  weakncfs.  To  thofe  who  dwelt  fo 
largely  on  the  cxpencc  of  the  war,  he  would  fay,  that  he  did  no: 
regret  lefs  than  any  man  the  neceffity  of  any  addition  to  the  public 
burdens,  but  he  did  not  look  to  cxpencc  alone  in  the  prefcnt  quef- 
tion— he  looked  alfo  to  the  importance  of  the  objedl.  What  Eng- 
land had  faved  to  hcrfcif,  arid  preferred  to  others,  was  beyond  even 
the  mod  exaggerated  ftatement  of  cxpencc.  The  extent,  the  im- 
portance and  the  urgency  of  that  conjuncture  which  had  called  for 
her  exertions,  exceeded  all  power  of  calculation  ;  and  there  was  no 
degree  of  cxpencc,  which  muft  not  appear  trifling,  compared  with 
the  magnitude  of  the  objcft :  and  the  queftion  was  no  lefs  than 
whether,  to  have  renounced  the  profecution  of  that  obje<£t,  would 
not  alfo  be  to  have  given  up  all  thofe  advantages  fo  eminently  pof- 
feffed  by  this  country,  all  thofe  fources  of  profperity,  operating 
through  fo  many  channels,  and  producing  fuch  an  infinite  extent  of 
Tcfources.  It  ftill  remains  to  be  decided,  whether,  after  having 
pcrfcvered  at  fuch  a  price,  you  will  now  be  difpofed  to  lofc  all  tlic 
benefit  of  your  zeal,  and  all  the  effcd  of  your  exertions  ;  and  i« 
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departii^  from  that  obje£ty  to  which  you  have  fo  long  adhered,^ to 
make  at  once  a  facrificc  of  your  charadlcr,  and  a  furrcndcr  of  your 
intercfts.      He  begged  pardon  for  going  fo  largely,    and   with  fo^ 
much  warmth  into  the  fubjeS,  but  it  was  one  which  called  forth  all 
the  feelings  of  his  heart,  becaufe  he  conceived  it  involved  the  ho- 
nour and  profpcrity  of  Epgland.     We  were  now  arrived  at  the  cri- 
fis  in  which  by  perfevering  fteadily  in  the  line  of  copdudl  we  had 
hitherto  purfued,  we  might  confirm  our  credit  with  Europe,  and 
fccure  our  happinefs  at  home :  and  he  aflced  the  Houfe  whether^ 
at  fuch  a  crifis,  fuch  counfels  as  had  been  given  by  the  right  honour- 
able gentlennan  (hould  be  followed  ?     He  was  afraid  he  had  been 
led  to  trefpafs  too  long  upon  the  attention  of  the  Houfe  ;  he  fhould 
only  advert  to  one  or  two  points,  which  were  infignificant  when 
compared  with  that  which  he  had  been  difcufling      With  refped  to 
the  Weft   Indies,  he  wiftied  to  ftate  to  the  Houfe  fome  fadls  from 
which  they  might  judge  of  the  attention  that  ought  to  be  paid  to  the 
arguments  which  had  been  advanced  on  the  other  tide.     It  was  in 
the  month  of  Auguft  1794*  and  not  before,  that  the  intelligence  of 
the  unfortunate  reverfe  which  had  befallen  our  arms  in  the  Weft 
Indies  reached  Minifters.     And  when  gentlemen  talked  about  the 
Weft  Indies  being  abandoned,  they  (hould  a  little  confider  the  pofli- 
bility  of  fending  out  an  adequate  force  at  that  period.     But  it  was 
not  true  that  no  force  had  been  fent  out,  for  in  point  of  hA  very 
laige  reinforcements  were  fent  to  the  Weft  Indies,  independent  of 
the  prefent  expedition,  the  intention  of  fending  out  which  was  not 
formed  till  this  year.     With  refped  to  the  expedition  to  the  coaft 
of  France,  he  hoped,  from  whs:  had  been  faid,  that  an  opportuni- 
ty would  occur  of  difcufling  it  fully,  for  which  he  was  as  eager  as 
the  gentlemen  on  the  other  fide  could  be.     He  protefted,  however, 
againft  that  mode  of  argument,  that  there  muft  neccflarily  be  bl^me, 
wherever  an  inquiry  was  rcfufcd.     ^n  inquiry  in  the  prefent  in- 
ftance  could  not  take  place  without  the  difclofurc  of  many  particu- 
lars as  to  the  intelligence  which  Minifters  had  of  the  interior  ftate 
of  France,  and  the  difpoGtion  of  other  powers  to  co>opcrate  with 
their  views  in  that  quarter,  which   it  would  be  improper  to  com- 
municate.    He   ftwuld  pledge  hirnfclf,  however,  to  argue  on  the 
fair  prefumption  of  the  cafe,   that  there  was  no  ground  for  blame, 
and  that  Minifters  had  a£tcd  in  the  bell  way  in  which  they  pofli- 
bly  could,  in  undertaking  the  expedition,  in  employing  the  parti- 
cular commanders,  and  in  fending  a  certain  number  of  troops,  and 
not  more  to  that  deftination.     He  concluded  with   adverting   to 
the  increafe  of  the  military  ftafF.      It  had  been  deemed  expedient  to 
divide  the  country  into  a  gre.itcr  nun^bcr  of  diftrifls  i  and  an  addi<^ 
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lion  to  the  general  officers  had  alfo  been  found  an  advantage  with 
refpeA  to  the  fuperintendance  of  the  new  levies. 

Mr.  FOX  bc^ed  to  explain  with  refpeft  to  a  few  points. — 
When  he  talked  of  the  expence  of  the  war,  he  did  not  mean  the 
general  expence,  but  expence  of  particular  branches  of  the  fervicc. 
Whatever,  was  the  importance  of  the  conteft,  it  was  not,  furdr, 
neceflfary  that  any  particular  fervice  (hould  Aand  at  a  fum  bcfond 
what  it  was  ufually  charged.  When  he  {aid  that  this  oountiy  favl, 
for  years,  prevented  Europe  from  enjoying  the  bleffirigs  of  peace, 
he  alluded  to  the  influence  which  her  opinions  had  upon  the  events 
which  had  taken  place  on  the  Continent ;  and  when  he  reoommcnd- 
ed  to  give  peace  to  Europe,  he  did  not  mean  diat  this  country  fhould 
form  a  feparate  treaty,  but  only  that  (he  (hould  remove  tiiofe  oi>- 
fiacles  wUch  (he  had  hitherto  oppofed  to  the  concIuii<m  of  a  gentsral 
peace. 

Mr.  W.  SMITH  faid,  when  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
(Mr.  Pitt)  faid  we  ought  not  to  leave  France  in  poflfeflion  of  cer- 
tain territories  without  a  proper  compeniation,  he  was  at  a  lab  to 
conceive  what  compenfation  he  could  mean.  The  right  hcmoura- 
ble  gentleman  boafted  that  it  was  a  proud  thing  for  this  ifland,  by 
our  interference  in  the  conteft,  to  have  faved  Europe— >but  it  was 
an  honour  which  might  coft  us  too  dear.  The  right  honourable 
gentleman  muft  either  be  lefs  timid  with  refpe<ft  to  alarms,  or  more 
bold  with  refpedt  to  finances  than  he  was,  if  he  did  not.fee  iivihe 
deranged  ftate  to  which  our  finances  might'^be  brought  by  the  war, 
more  danger  of  a  revolution,  than  from  all  the  feditious  pamphlets 
that  had  been  brought  forward.  When  he  mentioned  the  finnnefs 
and  perfeverance  which  Parliament  had  (hewn  in  die  profecution  of 
the  conteft,  and  which  difcovered  their  fenfe  of  thejuilice  of  the 
caufe>  he  ought  to  have  recolleAed  thefe  were  exa£ily  the  expref- 
fions  which  had  been  employed  in  1 7  8 1  by  the  noUe  Lord  who 
conduced  His  Majefty*s  counfels  during  the  American  war. 

General  SMITH  reprobated  the  magnitude  of  the  accounts, 
which  had  been  brought  forward,  and  the  extravagance  of  pardcn- 
lar  items,  and  declared  his  intention  of  exerciiing  the  utmoft  vigi- 
lance with  refpefl  to  the  expenditure  of  public  money..  He  had 
(tated  laft  year  what  had  this  day  been  repeated,  that  Great  Britain 
had  become  odious  to  all  the  powers  on  the  Continent,  from  being 
confidered  as  the  only  obdacle  to  peace.  He  had  hitherto  (banned 
talking  cf  the  French  revolution,  but  he  believed  the  principal  cauie 
of  that  revolution  to  be  a  profufe  and  lavifli  expenditure  of  public 
money  ;  and  in  this  light  he  held  it  up  as  a  warning  to  Miniftets. 
The  ,guelUon  being  called  for,  (hrangers  were  excluded,  and 
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were  not  again  adnutted.    The  motion  fer  the  xecommitment  was 
negatived. 

The  HouTe  proceeded  on  the  report ;  after  a  (bort  debate  the 
Refoluti<Mis  were  read  a  fecond  timei  and  agreed  to. 

Thurfday^   3^  December, 

Mr.  EGERTON  prefented  a  Petition  from  Cirencefter  againft 
the  billsy  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  MASTER  OF  THE  ROLLS  apologitcd  for  introducing 
any  irregular  matt^,  but  he  wiihed  to  make  one  or  two  obfervations 
upon  the  Petition  which  he  had  prefehted  from  the  inhabitants  and 
vifitors  of  Bath  in  favour  of  the  bills.  He  confefTed  that  that  Pe- 
tition had  not  been  voted  at  a  meeting  called  for  the  exprefs  purpofe^ 
but  he  denied  that  it  had  been  furreptitioufly  obtained.  On  the 
fubje6t  of  Petitions  he  informed  tlie  Houfe  that  it  was  his  intention 
to  make  fome  motion  upon  a  future  day.  Petitions,  he  was  of 
opinion,  ought  to  come  from  perfons  not  only  lighing  their  names 
but  their  places  of  abode — at  prefent  they  were  mere  bits  of  parcb- 
inent  which  had  names  infcribed  upon  them. 

Mr.  FRANCIS  afked  to  which  of  the  Petitions  that  had  been 
prefented  from  Bath  the  Mafteri  of  the  Rolls  meant  to  apply  his  ob- 
fervations i 

The  MASTER  OF  THE  ROOLS  replied,  that  he  meant 
merely  to  ftate  that  the  Petition  which  he  had  prefented  had  not 
been  furreptitioufly  obtained. 

Sir  W.  YOUNG  highly  approved  of  die  intention  of  which  the 
learned  gentleman  had  informed  the  Houfe. 

Mr.  MAINWARING  prefented  a  Petition  from  the  Church- 
wardefis>  Minifter,  Sidefman,  Overfeers,  Commiflioner^  of  Pav- 
ing, Guardians  of  the  Poor,  &c.  in  Clerkenwdl  parifh,  whofe 
names  were  all  obtained,  he  faid,  in  «  few  hours,  in-fupport  of  the 
bUls. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  obferved,  diat  the  Churchwarden  and  Sidef- 
man,  who  fubfcribed  this  Petition,  were  in  the  lingular  number, 
for  there  was  only  one  Churchwarden  out  of  four,  one  Sidefman  out 
of  four,*  and  two  Overfeers  out  of  fix,  who  efpoufed  it.  Nothing 
could  be  more  iAx  and  open  than  the  Petition  which  he  had  the  ho- 
nour to  piefent  the  other  day  againft  the  Convention  bills,  from  the 
inhabitants  of  Clerkenwell  parifh  ;  for  a  requifition  was  made  by 
24  houfekeepers,  to  call  a  public  meeting,  a  hand-Ull,  of  which 
4000  copies  were  diftributed,  was  figned  by  26  houfekeepers,  fix 
refpedable  houfes  were  open  for  the  reception  of  fignaturcs,  and  in 
12  hours  1200  names  were  fubfciibcd.     Nothing  could  be  more 
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ckndeftine  than  the  itianner  in  which  diis  PeticSon  was  obtained.  Sot 
it  was  privatdy  prepared  and  carried  from  door  to  door,  where  the 
poorer  inhabitants  were  terrified  into  a  fubfcription  by  the  appearance 
of  the  colledlors  of  rates  and  taxes,  and  the  public-houies  by  the 
appearance  of  a  magifbate,  who  at  the  next  quarter  feflions  illicit 
otherwife  refufe  a  licence.  In  the  mean  time  it  was  a  notorious 
h&  faid  Mr.  Sheridani  that  a  week  had  been  employed  on  this 
occafion. 

Mr.  MAINWARING  repeated  what  he  had  before  aflerted, 
and  (aidy  he  had  reafon  to  depend  on  the  account  given  to  him,  ^ 
be  had  it  from  a  number  of  credible  perfons,  and  particularly  from 
the  MiniAer  of  the  parifhi  who  was  a  man  of  the  greateA^  refpeda- 
bility. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  aflced  him  whether  he  would  fay,  in  point  of 
fafi,  that  this  Petition  was  iigned  in  a  few  hours  ? 

Mr.  MAINWARING  explained,  when 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  found  that  the  wordiy  magiftrate  had  been 
miftaken. 

Mr.  MAINWARING  prefcnted  a  Petition  from  the  inhabitants 
-of  Staines,  requiring  additional  reftri£Uons  for  a  (hort  time. 

Mr.  CRESPIGNY  prefented  a  Petition  from  500  inhabitants 
of  the  borough  of  Sudbury  ir^  Suflfblki  againft  the  bills. 

Mr.  HIPPESLEY  faid,  that  though  he  did  not  by  any  means 
oppofe  the  motion  of  his  honourable  friend  and  colleague,  yet,  con- 
neSed  as  he  Aood  by  a  double  tie,  with  the  corporation  and  borough* 
being  the  recorder,  as  well  as  one  of  its  reprefentatives  in  Parlia- 
ment, he  felt  it  an  indifpenfable  duty  to  make  fome  obfcrvations  on 
the  Petition  connefled  mth  the  information  he  had  received.  The 
Petition,  it  was  true,  contained  500  lignaturcs  ofperfons,  fiiliog 
themfel  ves  inhabitants  of  the  town  and  borough ;— many  of  the  fub- 
fcribers  he  knew  to  be  of  the  mofl  refpefbble  of  the  dafs  of  Diilcn- 
ters,  of  whofe  motives  and  principles  not  die  ihadow  of  a  doubt  could 
be  raifed :  he  believed  they  had  afled,  on  this  occaiion,  with  the 
pureft  intentions,  however  he  might  differ  from  them  in  (pinion  on 
the  conftrudUon  of  this  bill,  and  he  was  well  afTured,  that  no  de- 
fcription  of  perfons  in  the  borough,  or  even  in  that  Houfe,  were 
more  zealoufly  attached  to  His  Majefty's  Government  and  the  Con- 
ftitution  of  the  country ; — but  notwithftanding  this,  he  was  inflru^ed 
)  that  the  great  majority  of  the  (ignatures  to  this  Petition  had  been 
obtained  by  the  principle  of  the  bills  being  erroncoufly  conceived  by 
the  lower  clafs  of  inhabitants  ;  that  he  need  not  Rate  to  the  Houfe 
that  the  town  of  Sudbury  was  a  large  manufacturing  town,  contain- 
ing fome  thoufands  of  inhabitants  ;  this  Petition  therefore  could  not 
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be  undcrftood  as  ccmvcying  the  fcnfe  of  the  town ;  with  as  little 
propriety,  faid  Mr.  Hippcfley,  could  a  late  Petition  with  only  4000 
llgnatures  annexed  for  the  city  of  Briilol,  be  faid,  as  had  been  faid 
by  an  honourable  Member,"  to  convey  the  fenfe  and  wiflies  of  the 
aggregate  rnafs  of  the  fecond  city  in  the  kingdom ;  containing  fcarcely 
lefs  than  100,000  inhabitants — gentlemen  muft  recolle<S  tliatthis 
had  been  advanced  a  few  days  fince  in  that  Houfe. 

Mr.  CRESPIGNY  did  not  prcfcnt  the  Petition,  he  faid,  as  the 
Petition  of  the  whole  of  the  inhabitants  of  Sudbury,  but  noerely  as 
the  petitbn  of  thofc  who  iigned  it.  He  reprobated  the  diftindlion 
which  was  made  in  thefe  cafes  between  the  rich  and  the  poor  :  and 
obfcrvcd  that  every  obftacle  had  been  thrown  in  the  way  of  the  Pe- 
tition ;  that  the  Mayor  had  refufed  to  call  a  meeting,' and  that  every 
fpecies  of  undue  influence  was  prafiUfed  to  obftruS  it. 

Mr.  HIPPESLEY  faid  he  Ihould  be  very  much  concerned  in- 
deed, if  an  opinion  went  forth,  fo  contrary  to  his  principles^  that 
he  wi(hed  to  ^RablUh  an  invidious  diftinclion  between  the  opulent 
and  the  poorer  clafs  of  inhabitants.     No  man  was  more  ready  to 
affcrt  the  rights  which  the  poor  and  the  rich  held  in  common  by  the 
Conftitution  of  their  country.     With  refpefl  to  the  (ituation  of  the 
poor  of  Sudbury  in  particular,  no  one  was  better  acquainted  with,' 
or  could  be  more  fenfiblc  to  their  diftrefs  than  he  was— a  diftrefs 
fcverely  aggravated  by  the  unfortunate  prolongation  of  the  war  which 
bore  hard  on  the  manufadurers,  and  cut  off  in  a  great  degree,  the 
means  of  their  fupport ;— that  the  preffure  of  their  diftrefs  an<J  po- 
verty had,  in  fact,  expofed  them  more  to  the  influence  of  the  mif- 
TcpnHentation  of  the  oppofers  of  the  bills  5-— that  the  moft  perverted 
conftrudions  had  been  inculcated  and  preflfed  on  the  lower  clafs  of 
people,  through  the  kingdom,  was  but  too  evident.     This  Petition 
had,  as  he  had  been  inftru6ied,  been  offered  to  the  market  people  re- 
fordng  to  the  town  with  invitation  to  fubfcribe  to  it ; — and  even  the 
fignatures  of  boys  of  1 2  or  1 4  years  of  age  had  been  procured. 
Mr.  Hippcfley  apologifed  to  the  Houfe  for  adverting  to  the  anec- 
dote which  had  appeared  in  one  of  the  newfpapers— of  a  poor 
man  urged  to  fign  a  Petition  becaufe  it  would  in  /he  end  "  re- 
move bad  Minifters" — "that  I  vrill,  with  all  my /heart,  replied 
iic  ;  for  our  parjon  is  the  worft  minifter  I  ever  he/  d  in  my  life." 
Mr.  Hippcfley  added,  that  he  trufted  that  the  f  ht  honourable 
and  learned  gentleman  (Mafter  of  the  Rolls)  woiy     follow  up  the 
idea  he  had  fo  judicioufly  thrown  out  that  day,  fo/    it  it  might  be- 
come a  (landing  order  of  the  Houfe  that  the  place       bode  might  be 
suWcd  to  the  fignature  of  every  petitioner— indec       aid  Mr.  Hip- 
pcfley, this  regulation  might  bo  carried  ftill  fartf        with  falutary 
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€Rc&,  by  extending  it  to  the  profeflTion  or  occupation,  and  eveiy 
age,  which  might  check  thofe  fcandalous  pra6Hces  whidi  had  dif- 
graced  but  too  many  of  the  petitions  now  lying  on  the  tabk.  He 
hoped,  dierefore,  the  learned  gentleman  would  not  difappoint  thofe 
expectations  the  Houfe  had  a  right  to  form,  from  hb  declarackm ; 
and  Ciould  he  n^lc6t  following  it  up,  he  (hould  take  the  liberty  oi 
reminding  him  of  it  in  his  place ;  the  Houfe  might  then  have  the 
means  of  knowing  how  iar  the  petitbners  were  perfons  capable  of 
forming  a  juA  opinion  of  their  meafures. 

Mr.  CRESPIGNY  defended  the  mode  of  proceeding  in  the 
petition  from  Sudbury,  which  he  had  jud  prefcnted  to  the  Houfe. 

Lord  BELGRAVE  recalled  the  attention  of  the  Houfe  to  the  pe- 
tition prefcnted  from  a  meeting,  calling  themfelves  merchants,  bankers, 
traders,  manufadurers,  and  other  inhabitants  of  the  city  of  London. 
It  b^ing  objedcd  to  this,  that  there  was  no  banker  prefent  at  the 
meeting,  and  that  no  perfon  of  that  dcfcription  had  (igned  the  peti- 
tion, it  was  mentioned  by  Mr.  Smith,  that  he  (aw  annexed  to  it, 
the  names  of  White  and  Dimfdale :  in  confequence  of  which,  Mr. 
White  and  Baron  Dimfdale  called  upon  a  friend  of  his,  requeuing 
that  it  might  be  mentioned  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  tl^t  they 
had  no  knowledge  of  the  tranfadtion,  and  that  they  knew  no  bankers 
in  LoAdon  of  thofe  names,  beiides  themfelves. 

Mr.  SMITH  explained,  that  his  obfervations  went  no  fardier 
dian  to  (hew  that  the  names  in  the  petition  were  the  fame  as  the 
bankers  juft  alluded  to. 

Mr.  FOX  faid,  that  in  coming  up  to  his  place,  he  happened  to 
hear  the  concluding  words  of  Mr.  Hippefley,  exhortUig  fome  other 
honourable  gentleman  to  move  that  no  petitions  be  received,  but 
thofe  which  defcribcd  the  occupations  and  places  of  re(idence  of  diofe 
who  (igned  them*  He  confe(red,  diat  if  any  thii^  pould  fuxpiife 
him,  fuch  a  propoiition  would  have  furprifed  him  extremely.  A 
propofition,  which,  in  its  operation,  tended  toihackle  the  li^t  of 
petition.  Whenever  a  pTopo(ition  was  made,  which  held  out  an 
intention  on  the  part  of  Government,  to  perfecute  all  who  oppofed 
their  meafures,  he  (hould  think  it  his  duty  to  oppofe  it  with  all  his 
might.  That  he  had  noticed  the  propoiition  fo  early,  had  been  oc- 
c:i(ioned  by  a  belief  in  his  own  mind,  that  it  was  the  intention  of 
the  enemies  of  the  country  to  repeal  all  that  part  of  the  BiU  of 
Rights  which  related  to  petitioning. 

Mr.  HIPPFlSLEY  rofc  with  warmth,  and  fald,  hemuft  again 
trcfi^afs  on  the  Houfe  for  a  moment  in  explanation,  that  his  words 
migtit  not  be  thus  twilled  and  di(torrcd  from  their  only  natural  mean* 
ing  and  direiStion.     There  was  no  man  who  refpeAcd  more  tht 
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facred  right  of  petitioning  than  he  did ;  but  to.  check  its  abufcs  in 
the  nxxie  fuggedcd,  could  that  be  to  bind  it  in  (hackles  ?  How  this 
regulation  of  adding  the  place  of  abode,  &c.  could  trench  on  tlic 
liberty  of  the  fubjed),  was  above  his  humble  comprehenfion.  Mr. 
Hippcfley  then  proceeding  beyond  the  limits  of  dtplanation,  was 
called  to  order  by  the  Speaker. 

The  motion  was  then  put  and  carried^  that  the  petition  do  lie 
on  the  tab|e. 

Mr.  PELHAM  prefentcd  a  petition  from  the  inhabitants  of 
Lewes,  in  Suflex,  for  Parliament  to  adopt  fuch  meafures  as  (hould 
feem  meet. 

Lord  W.  RUSSELL  prefentcd  a  petition  from  the  noblemen, 
gentlemen,  clergy,  freeholders,  and  other  underfigncd  inhabitants 
of  the  county  of  Surry  againft  the  Convention  biUs.  The  petition 
was  fubfcribed  by  6091  perfons  ;  regular  notice  had  been  given  of 
the  meeting,  gentleihen  of  great  ability  on  both  fides  of  the  queftion 
attended.  There  had  been  a  minority  at  the  meeting,  which  mi-r 
nority  had  entered  into  feveral  refolutions,  and  had  drawn  up  a  pe<* 
tidon  which  had  been  figncd  by  about  2000  perfons. 

Mr.  T.  ONSLOW  conceived,  that  there  were  fome  flc^tiog 
particles  in  the  atmofphere  of  the  Houfe,   which,  coming  in  coo- 
tad  with  fome  gentlemen,  produced  in  them,  a  diforder  called  the 
cacoeihes  loquendL     Thcfc  particles,  he  was  happy  to  fay,  had  not 
come  in  contact  with  him,  and  therefore  he  could  affure  the  Houfe 
that  he  would  not  trouble  them  with  a  long  fpeech  upon  the  fub« 
jcd.     The  petition  that  had  been  prefentcd,   had  been  figned  by 
above  6000  perfons.     The  petition  in  favour  of  the  bills  by  about 
2000  perfons.     But  he  wifhed  to  knov7  how  manyof  thofe  6000 
perfons  were  freeholders  of  the  county,  and  how  much  of  the  pro- 
perty of  the  county  they  reprefentcd.     Of  property  however   ho 
was  aware  that  it  would  be  invidious  to  talk  to  the  honourable  gen* 
ticmcn  oppoHte  to  him,  and  he  would  therefore  drop  the  fubjeft. 
He  believed,  however,  that  the  majority  of  the  refpeftable  inhabi- 
tants  of  Surry  were  in  favour  of  the  bills.     What  he  wifhed  parti- 
cularly to  call  the  attention  of  the  Houfe  to  was,  to  the  delufions 
that  had  been  ufed  to  procure  fignatures,  and  which  would  induce 
gcndemen  not  to  place  too  much  confidence  in  the  number  of  figna- 
tures that  appeared  to  the  petition  againft  the  bills.     Many  peribns 
Viid  been  induced  to  fign  it  by  the  promife  of  a  pot  of  beer  for  fa 
doing ;  and  though  the  arguments  which  the  opppfers  of  the  bill  had 
Wed  might  be  weak,  the  ftrength  of  the  beer  atoned  for  the  weak- 
nefs  of  the  argument,  and  many  fignatures  had  been  obtair^ed  in. that 
way.     Copies  of  it  had  been  left  at  various  places^  for  the  markt 
VouXLIIL^  3X 
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of  any  body  that  would  confent  to  make  thctn.  Others,  whole 
rality  had  been  found  to  be  more  ftifF,  were  told  that  the  petitions 
againft  the  bills  would  lower  the  price  of  bread,  produce  peace,  and 
obtain  the  difmiffal  of  profligate  Minifters.  Upon  the  fubjeA  of  a 
petition  for  the  difmiffal  of  Minifters,  the  Houfe  had  heard  the  Qocy 
of  a  man  being  induced  to  (ign  fuch  a  petition,  allcdgingas  a  reaibny 
that  the  minifter  of  his  church  was  the  Worft  preacher  in  the  world, 
arid  that  therefore  he  cared  not  how  (oon  he  was  difmiffed.  By 
deluflons  fuch  as  thofe  which  he  had  enumerated  had  many  Cgna- 
tures  to  the  petition  from  Surry  been  obtained. 

Mr.  FOX  obfcrved,  that  the  honourable  gentleman  had  given 
fuch  a  fpecimen  as  he  expeded  of  the  fairnefs  with  which  the  peti- 
tions of  the  people  were  henceforward  to  be  treated  in  the  Houfe  of 
Commons*     At  the  meeting  of  the  eounty,  which  had  been  held 
at  Epibm,  there  had  been  a  great  majority  agalnft  the  bills ;  when 
the  firft  petition,  ligned  by  about  2000  perfons,  had  been  prefented 
from  Surry,  in  favour  of  the  bills ;  the  honourable  gentleman  op- 
polite  to  him  had  contended,  that  a  majority  at  a  meeting  was  no- 
thing, and  that  (ignatures  were  the  only  things  that  ought  to  be  looked 
to.     By  the  way,  there  Were  many  of  the  (ignatures  to  the  petition 
in  favour  of  the  bills,  which  were  in  the  fame  hand  writing.     As 
foon,  however,  as  his  noble  friend  prcfentcd  the  petition  againft  the 
bills,  (igned  by  above  6000  perfons,  then  (ignatures  were  conlidercd 
as  nothing,  and  the  Houfe  were  defired  to  beware  of  tliem.     The 
oppofers  of  the  bills  were  accufed  of  bribery — men  to  whom  the 
mention  of  property  v^as  fuppofed  to  be  invidious,  were  ftated  to 
have  bribed  perfons  into  (ignatures  by  pots  of  beer,  while  thofe  who 
had  not  only  large  property  of  their  own,  but  alfo  the  afliftancc  of 
Government,  were  faid  to  have  been  guilty  of  no  bribery  at.all. 
Upon  what  grounds  this  Itatcmcnt  had  been  founded,  he  profcffed 
himfelf  unable  to  difcover.     The  faft  was,  that  if  the  oppofers  of 
the  bills  in  Surry  were  blameable  for  afiy  thing,  it  wj^g  for  their 
total  want  of  diligence  in  procuring  (ignatures.  It  had  been  adverdfcd 
that  a  petition  lay  for  (ignatures  at  an  inn  in  the  dty.      Upon  in- 
quiry, no  fuch  petition  had  been  fent  to  that  inn.     It  had  been  ad- 
vertifed,   that  a  petition  lay  for  (ignatures  at  an  inn  at  Eptom. 
Several  perfons  had  gone  thither  for  the  purpofe  of  (igtui^  it,  but 
there  was  no  petition  to  be  found,  and  it  was  (bme  time  before  a 
petition  found  its  way  to  his  rfcighbourhood,  to  Chertfcy.     The 
objedtion  which  the  honourable  gentleman  had  made  to  die  fi^« 
tures  of  inhabitants  who  were  not  freeholders  of  the  county  of  Surry) 
was  another  way  of  expreffing  his  contempt  of  petitions  from  tbe 
great  body  of  the  people.    For  his  own  part,  he  did  not  objcft  to 
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freeholder^,  though  he  certainly  (hould  have  done  fo  if  they  bad  not 

been  inhabitants  of  the  county  ;  but  it  appeared,  that  the  honourable 

gentleman  did  not  exclude  the  inhabitants  from  Signing  his  petition, 

bccaufe  they  were  called  by  advertifement  with  the  perfons  of  landed 

and  funded  property.     The  honourable  gentleman,  however,  was 

the  laft  perfon  who  ought  to  vaunt  of  the  freeholders,  bccaufe  the 

freeholders  of  the  county  of  Surry  had  never  ihewn  any  particular 

regard  to  him.     He  had  repeated  opportunities  of  taking  their  opi* 

nions  at  dedions,  and  he  had  always  found  that, they  adted  directly 

oppoiite  to  him,  efpecially  at  the  laft  eledUon,  where  their  opinion* 

were  more  ftrongly  marked  than  on  any  former  occaiion.     He 

thought  the  honourable  gentleman  muft  himfdf  admit,  that  though 

he  had  attempted  by  various  modes  to  win  them  over  to  his  inte- 

reft,  though  he  was  a  itian  of  the  laigeft  eftate  in  the  county,  and 

of  a  family  long  diftingui(hed  for  hereditary  rank  and  hereditary 

worth,  for  virtues  and  benevolence  that  had  done  honour  to  human 

nature,  and  although  he  himfelf  pofleJTed  talents,  iituation,  and  a 

name  capable  of  influence,   yet  ever  fince  he  had  come  to  man's 

eftate,  he  had  never  found  that  he  could  reprefent  the  county.     If 

petitions  did  not  fpeak  the  fenfe  of  the  people,  he  afked  how  was  the 

fenfe  of  die  people  to  be  obtained  ?     He  had  ftill  one  obfervadon  to 

offer  to  the  Houfe ;  it  was  upon  what  the  honourable  gentleman  had 

faid  concerning  the  marks  of  fome  people  in  that  petition.     He  fup- 

poTed  there  were  marks,  but  he  wiftied,  if  from  the  great  progrefs 

we  had  of  late  years  made  in  fcience  and  literature,  and  the  general 

knowledge  of  letters,  that  marks  were  to  be  rejefted,  the  Houfe 

would  pafs  an  order  to  that  purpofe,  and  let  it  at  once  be  generally 

underftood.     At  prefent,  however,  a  man's  mark  was  admiffible  ; 

for  ^y  (hould  a  man  be  profcribed  from  having  any  opinion  bccaufe 

he  has  not  had  an  opportunity  to  learn  to  write  ?     Notwithftanding 

what  the  honourable  gentleman  had  advanced  upon  this  fubjeA, 

he  repeated,    that  a  mark  to  a  petition  was  'confiftent  with  the 

rules  of  the  Houfe,  while  a  number  of  the  names  to  the  counter- 

petidon  in  the  fame  hand- writing  was  not. 

Mr.  ONSLOW  rofe  to  explain,  but  as  he  could  not  confine 
himfelf  to  Ae  fubje^l  of  explanation,  the  Speaker  called  him  to 
order. 

Sir  JOHN  FREDERICK  explained,  that  the  refidenccs 
only,  and  not  the  names  in  the  counter-petition,  were  in  the  fame 
hand  writing. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  could  not  help  being  of  opinion,  that  though 
Mr.  Onflow  had  rebuked  the  pra£tice  of  the  caceethis  loquendi,  he 
had  not  wholly  refrained  from  it.     To  the  wit  of  the  honourable 

jX  a 
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gentleman  he  had  nothing  to  6b)c£t>  except  that  it  feemed  not  to  be 
without  preparation.  The  joke  about  the  diffnifTal  of  Minifteis  the 
Houfc  had  heard  before.  Though,  therefore,  the  repedcion  of 
fjgnatures  to  a  petition  might  be  a  good  diing,  he  never  heard  that 
the  repetition  of  jokes  deferved  that  praifc.  He  was  happjr  to  hear 
it  now  avowed  by  the  (launched  friends  of  the  Minifter,  that  Ac 
fared  way  to  procure  the  iign;itures  and  the  fuffrages  of  the  people, 
was  to  reprcfent,  that  they  would  tend  in  their  confequenccs  to  re- 
Thoving  him  from  his  fituation.  This  was  a  truth  which  the  Mi- 
niAer  himfelf  had  for  fonnte  time  been  in  the  habit  of  hearing,  but 
hearing  with  afFefled  incredulii)'  from  the  oppofitionfideof  the  Houfc. 
Now,  however,  he  could  not  well  refift  the  convidlion  that  flaflied 
Upon  him,  from  the  teftimony  of  thofe  adherents  who  were  nujft  ten- 
der of  his  interefts.  Of  petitions,  the  honourable  gentleman  ieemed 
to  think,  that  the  fole  excellence  confided  in  the  weight  of  propcity 
which  they  reprefented.  As  to  the  fyftem  of  meafuring  the  value 
of  a  man's  oprnitm  by  the  fizc  of  the  freehold  he  poflTefled,  it 
feemed  founded  on  the  philofophy  of  "Serjeant  Kite,  who  hdd  in 
contempt  **  the  opinion  of  any'rtian  tliat  was  not  fix  feet  high"— a 
ddftrine  which  he  fuppofed  that  honourable  gentleman  w'ould  be 
unwilling  to  fubfcribe  to.  In  regard  to  this  petition,  it  was  cer- 
tainly three  times  higher  in  the  ftrcngth  of  its  opinion  than  the  other, 
becaufe  it  contained  three  times  the  number  of  fignaturcs,  having 
6000  to  2000.  An  honourable  gentleman  oppofitc  had  wiOicd 
for  accurate  defcriptions;  he  fuppofed  he  had  taken  the  hint  from  a 
foreigner,  whofe  name  he  obfcrved  in  the  petition  in  favour  of  the 
bills,   which  he  begged  the  clerk  to  read. 

The  clerk  read  **  AlqXander  Dupont,  Proprietairc  et  fidde 
Sujct  du  Roi  d'Angleterre,'*  This  pcrfon,  he  remarked,  could  not 
be  a  very  difintercftcd  petitioner,  as  if  he  had  refufcd  to  fign,  he 
might  have  been  liable  to  have  been  that  moment  turned  out  of  the 
kingdom. 

Mr.  Secretary  DUNDAS  prdTcnted  a  .petition  ifrom  Kidder- 
minfter,  in  {upport  of  the  bills ;  and  Mr.  Foley,  one  from  the  fame 
place  againd  them. 

Mr.  FOX  prefentcd  one  againd  them  from  6000  of  the  inha- 
bitants of  Halifax,  in  Yofkfliire.  With  regard  to  the  propriety  of 
its  being  prefcnted  by  one  of  the  Members  of  the  county,  as  one  of 
them  difagfeed  with  the  petitioners  on  the  neccflity  and  prind^e  of 
the  bills,  he  "was  not  fure  whether  they  meant  it  diould  have  been 
given  to  him,  and  Mr,  Fox  did  prppofc  to  offer  it  to  the  other,  if 
he  had  no  obje^ftion  to  prefent  it,  but  he  did  not  fee  the  honour* 
able  gentleman  till  after  he  had  rifen  to  prefent  it.     He  added,  on 
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the  autfaority  ef  a  letter  from  one  of  the  moft  refpe3abl6  inHabitantB^ 
Mr.  John  Rhodes,  that  the  meeting  for  this  petition  met  wlthfome 
ob(bru£liony  inafmuch,  that  the  men  who  carried  the  hand-bilb 
about  to  oohvene  itf  were  apprehended  by  the  oonfts^le,  and  car-  ^ 
ried  before  a  couple  of  magiftrateSy  who  threatened  them  with  pu- 
ni(hment  if  they  did  not  dcfift. 

Mr.  DUNCOMBE  faid,  he  certainly  could  have  had  no  ob- 
jedion  to  prefent  the  petition  to  the  Houfe,  provided  the  language 
was  fktr  and  refpediful.     He  thanked  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
man however,  for  his  deference,  but  was  fatisfied  that  it  was  in  ' 
good  hands.     As  to  the  odier  afiair  he  knew  nothing  ^bput  it. 

Mr-  FOX  obferved,  that  he  had  only  received  it  an  hour  and  a 
half  before  he  came  into  the  Houfe,  or  he  (hould  lyive  fent  it  to  the 
honourable  gentleman. 

Mr.  Fox  then  prefented  a  petition  againft  the  bills  from  13,000 
of  the  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Suffolk,  among  whofe  names 
were  Mr.  Grigby,  the  late  Member,  Sir  Robert  Harley,  Sir 
Thomas  Lawley,  &c.  &c.  &c. — It  was  figned  in  48  hours. 

Sir  JOHN  ROUS  obferved,  that  againft  the  petition  which  he 
had  the  honour  of  prefenting  fiom  that  county,  there  was  only  one 
diflfenting  vdee ;  and  he  was  wanrantad  to  fay,  that  the  prefent 
was  unfairly  obtained,*  iigned  by  fchool-b(^s  and  fuch  perfons. 

Mr.  FOX  next  prefented  a  petition  againft  the  bills  from  inha- 
bitants of  the  county  of  Cambridge ;  and  another  from  between  two 
and  three  hundred  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Rye,  in  the 
county  of  SuiTex. — The  latter,  of  courfe,  he  laid,  were  houfe- 
holders  and  not  eledors. 

Sir  F.  ROGERS  prefented  a  petition  from  the  Mayor,  and 
fcvcn  Aldermen,  &c.  of  Plymouth,  ,in  favour  of  the  bills. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  EGERTON  prefented  a  counter-petition  to 
the  fame  efie6t,  from  366  of  the  ihhabitans  of  Newcaftle  under 
Lime.     He  deprecated  the  former  petition  as  produced  by  the 
clamour  of  certain  perfons  who  had  got  pofleftion  of  the  town- hall, 
and  forced  the  Mayor  to  give  up  the  meeting.     He  ftated  alfo,  that 
it  had  been  iigned  by  boys  of  1 5  and  1 6  years  of  age. 
Mr.  SHERIDAN  faid  a  few  words  in  explanation. 
Mr.  EGERTON  laid  they  rung  the  fire  alarm  bell  to  get  fig- 
natures. 

Mr.  DENT,  though  of  different  fcntiments,  prefented  a  peti-» 
tion  from  certain  freemen  of  Lancafter  againft  the  bills. 

Colonel  STANLEY  faid,  the  number  of  the  pistitioners  were 
in  fmall  proportion  to  the  great  body  of  inhabitants. 
Mr.  DENT  faid,  l^e  prefented  it  as  the  petition  of  thofe  indi^ 
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▼tdua1<;  'ivho  (igned  it.  The  noii-refident  freemen  of  Lincaftcr  he 
computed  at  3000,  the  reddents  at  400.  The  petition  was  (igned 
by  183. 

Alderman  HARLEY  prefcnted  a  petition  from  Alderdcfpte 
Ward  in  fevour  of  the  bills,  figrtcd  by  upwards  of  two  hundred. 
The  mmcs  of  the  abodes  were  to  the  figtiaturcs.  He  proceeded  to 
a  juftification  of  Alderman  Anderfon,  in  not  calling  a  requtfition 
for  a  meeting  in  compliance  to  certain  difoi;dcrly  perfons ;  bcfide,  it 
was  not  the  bufinefs  of  the  Alderman,  but  that  of  the  Mayor,  ai 
fuperior  officer. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  SMITH,  who  prefented  the  former  petition, 
bore  teftimony  to  the  chara6ter  of  Alderman  Anderfon  ;  but  he 
thought  that  he  ought  to  have  complied  with  the  requeft  of  thcfe 
who  had  made  the  requifition.  He  had  not  heard  of  violence  at  arty 
of  the  meetings,  and  tlicrefore  thought  no  excufe  could  be  formed 
from  fuch  a  pretext.  The  petition  which  he  had  the  honour  to  prc- 
fent,  he  faid,  ftood  precifely  on  the  fame  footing  that  it  did,  for  it 
was  (igned  by  36^^.  perfons  in  twenty-four  hours,  which  was  ncarhr 
double  the  number  of  the  fighatures  to  this,  that  had  nx>re  than 
double  the  time. 

Mr.  LE  MESURIER  faid,  he  was  rather  an  old  inhabitant  of 
the  Ward,  and  from  the  contrariety  of  opinions  in  it  there  was  fear 
of  tumult.  He  urged  that  this  petition  was  figned  by  the  greateft 
number  of  perfons  of  property,  while  many  of  the  fignaturcs  to  the 
other  were  fubfcribed  by  perfons  who  had  taded  the  honourable  Al- 
derman's bounty  during  the  hard  froft. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  SMITH  exprcffed  his  furprifc  at  the  defence 
that  had  been  fct  up  for  Mr.  Anderfon  ;  for  his  own  part,  he  never 
heard  that  contrariety  of  opinion  was  a  fufiicient  excufe  for  not  con- 
vening tlie  perfons  among  whom  that  cxiftcd. 

Mf .  SHERIDAN  rofe  to  allude  to  the  fpeech  of  Alderman  Lc 
Mefurier.  Many  perfons  ought  not,  it  had  been  faid,  to  have 
figned  that  petition,  becaufe  they  had  taftcd  the  bounty  of  Mr.  An- 
derfon. Was  this  principle  to  be  tolerated  ?  Was  this  a  condition 
to  which  the  people  of  England  ought  to  be  reduced  ?  Was 
humanity  to  be  exerted  for  fach  purpofcs  ?  Were  the  peo- 
ple, as  foon  as  they  tailed  the  bounties  of  the  rich,  to  fur- 
render  from  that  moment  all  right  of  judgment  and  decifion  f— 
There  was,  he  hoped,  but  one  man  in  the  kingdom  who  would 
maintain  fuch  a  dod^rine. 

Alderman  LE  MESURIER  complained  of  mifreprefentation ; 
he  had  meant  only  that  the  perfons  who  had  partaken  of  Mr.  An- 
deribn'ft  bounty  ought  not  to  have  (igned  a  petition  agdnfi  him. 
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An  Alderman^  Mr.  Le  Mefurier  lamentcdj  could  nsi  open  his  moufb^ 
but  he  muft  be  cavilled  at. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  could  not  conceive  why  Mr.  Le  Mefurier 
(hould  fuppofe  him  to  be  fo  jgreat  an  enemy  to  Aldermen. 

The  order  of  the  d^y,  for  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  for  more 
c(Fe£hialty  preventing  Seditious  AflemblieSy  having  been  read, 

General  SMITH  aflccd,  whether  the  debate  upon  the  Extraor- 
dinaries  of  the  Army  was  to  come  on  to  night  ? 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  replied,  that  this  would  depend  upon 
the  length  to  which  the  debate  upon  the  third  reading  of  the  Sedi- 
tious AlTemblies  bill  fhould  extend. 

General  SMITH  faid,  that  he  (hould  then*oppofe  the  third 
reading  of  it.  T^o  that  bill  he  had  given  the  calmeft  attention,  and 
he  now  came  prepared  to  do  what  a  learned  gentleman  had  recom- 
mended every  member  to  do,  to  (late  his  opinion  to  the  Houfe* 
That  opinion  he  (hould,  notwichfhnding  the  indignation  which  he 
felt  againll  the  bill,  deliver  with  the  utmoft  temperance  ;  and  fiirft 
it  was  his  intention  to  comment  upon  the  words  ufed  by  the  Mtiufter 
^n  a  recent  debate  upon  the  fufpenfion  of  the  Habeas  Corpus  aft. 
Of  that  a£^  his  own  opinion  had  been,  that  the  Qtuation  of  tbc 
country  at  that  time  required  it. 

General  SMITH  proceeded  to  read,  from  a  newTpaper,  fome 
extra^s  from  the  report  of  Mr.  Pitt's  fpeech. 

The  SPEAKER  interrupted  him  and  reminded  himi  that  he 
was  out  of  order. 

General  SMITH  then  faid,  that  without  profeflTmg  to  read  ex- 
trads,  he  would  advert  to  the  fentiments  that  had  been  delivered 
by  the  Minifter,  in  the  debates  upon  the  bill,  for  fufpending  the 
Habeas  Corpus  ^St.  He  found  it  had  at  that  time  been  aiferted, 
**  that  the  magnitude  of  the  danger  juflificd  the  fufpen(ion— -that  a 
confpiracy  was  (btcd  to  exift ;  and  that  evidence  had  been  laid  be- 
fore the  Houfe."  No  evidence  had  been  deemed  necefTary  now. 
It  had  alfo  been,ftated,  **  that  the  fufpcniion  of  the  Habeas  Cor- 
pus a£i  did  not  take  away  the  rights  of  the  people."  This  billt 
however,  did.  It  had  been  faid  hrtkcr,  in  ju(tiBcation  of  the  fuf- 
penfion, **  that  proof  had  been  afforded— that  a  cafe  had  been  made 
out  of  the  cxiflence  of  a  party  aiming  at  the  deflru^tion  of  the 
Government,  and  the  fubveriion  of  civilixcdfociety."— What  cafe 
had  been  made  out  now  ?— *None.— The  rights  of  the  p^ple  were 
to  be  invaded  and  taken  away  by  infinuation.  It  had  been  afked 
die  Minifter  when  he  fufpended  the  Habeas  Corpus  z&,  where  he 
meant  to  flop  ?  The  reply  had  been,  that  he  could  not  tell ;  that 
if  the  necei&ty  of  die  cafe  required  fiuther  roeafures,  farther  meafures 
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muft  be  reforted  to.  The  right  hbnourable  gentleman  fcemed  to 
have  inft>n;9ive  knowledge  of  the  adoption  of  fuch  a  meafore  as  the 
prefent ;  a  meafure  which  ill  accorded  with  his  former  declaration 
of  the  impropriety  of  trenching  upon  the  rightof  the  people  to  difcufs 
public  meafurcs,  and  to  watch  over  the  proceedings  of  Parliament. 
Of  the  prefent  bill  his  opinion  was  fudi^  that  he  vowed  to  God,  if 
he  were  to  cbufe  between  two  evils,  between  a  French  invafion, 
the  French  having  actually  landed  in  this  country,  and  the  pafling 
of  the  bill,  he  would  chufc  the  former  evil.  An  invaiion  would 
be  immediately  repelled ;  but  if  the  bill  paflfed  the  evil  would  be  per- 
manent, and  no  remedy  would  be  found.  General  Smidi  was 
again  proceeding  to  advert  to  tlie  report  in  newfpapers  of  Mr.  Ctt*s 
fpeech,  when 

Mr.  DUNDAS  fpoke  to  order.  He  fubmitted  it  to  the  Houfe 
whether,  as  thehonourabe  gentleman  could  in  fb  many  ways  allude 
to  the  fentiments  of  any  member,  he  ought  to  be  permitted  to  pcrfift 
fo  pertinacioufly  in  reading  extrads  from  a  report  in  a  newfpaper? 
It  was  quite  an  irregular  thing,  that  the  debates  of  the  Houfe  fhould 
be  reported  at  all  in  newfpapers. 

The  SPEAKER  declared'  that  the  remaks  of  Mr.  Dundas  were 
pcrfedily  corred.  It  was  in  h&  irregular  to  refer  to  any  dui^  that 
had  been  /aid  in  a  former  debate.  The  Houfe,  however,  admit- 
ted  of  fome  qualification  in  this  refpedt,  Biit  to  refer  to  a  printed 
account  in  a  newfpaper  was  an  aggravated  irregularity. 

General  SMITH  expreffed  his  regret  at  having  drawn  upon  him 
fuch  a  cenfure,  and  wiftied  that  the  word  "  pertinacioufly*"  had  not 
been  made  ufe  of.  He  then  proceeded  in  his  remarks  upon  die 
bill.  If  it  fhould  be  found,  he  faid,  that  the  advocates  for  the 
meafurc  had,  in  the  ftrongeft  manner,  at  a  former  period,  confirmed 
the  rioht  of  the  people  to  petition,  it  would  ,be  a  matter  of  infinite 
fegret  to  every  one  that  fuch  a  bill  as  the  prefent  fliould  have  been 
adopted.  With  rcfpefl  to  the  correflions  that  had  been  made  in  the 
bill,  he  did  not  receive  them  as  boonsfrom  the  Minifters,  for  he  was 
fure  they  would  not  have  been  made  if  the  voice  of  the  people  had 
not  rendered  them  neceflary.  Upon  the  full  view  of  the  bill,  he  faw 
fufficient  ground  to  be  alarmed  for  the  happincfs,  tranquillity,  and 
freedom  of  the  country.  Perfons  would  be  liable  to  penalties  with- 
out knp^^ing  that  they  had  committed  any  crime. — The  bill  had 
been  compared  to  the  riot  a£t,  and  merit  had  been  aflumcd  becaufc 
it  was  faid  that  the  bill  was  not  worfe  than  that  a£t.  — He  denied 
the  aifumption.— In  the  riot  n&  it  was  provided,  that  the  ma^ftrate 
ftiould  come  as  near  as  poflible  to  any  meeting.  Why  had  ru)t  the 
feme  provifion  been  introduced  into  thi$  biU'r     Indcad  of  fuch  a 
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provifion,  the  impdrate  might  go  into  a  nei^iboUtlng  field  or  hS^^ 
wajy  and  read  the  riot  adij  and  nineteen  out  of  twenty  perfons,  ii 
the  meeting  were  numerous^  might  not  know  that  the  riot  z6t  had 
been  read.  The  bill  ought,  he  contended,  to  have  been  divided 
Into  two  bills.  There  might  be  many  perfons  who  might  jthink 
that  part  of  the  bill  fhould  be  adopted,  but  who  could  not  accede 
to  all  the,  provifions  introduced  into  it.  It  ought,  therefore,  td 
have  been  divided  into  two  bills. 

Sit  J.  MORDAUNT  rofc,  to  ftate  to  the  Houfe,  agrecablcto 
the  requeft  of  feveral  refpe£lable  perfons  of  Birmingham*  ^  contra- 
di^on  of  what  had  been  mentioned  by  Mr.  Sheridan,  on  his  pre^^ 
fenttng  a  petition  from  that  towa.  It  ^as  ftated,  that  no  advertife- 
ment  could  be  inferted  in  any  of  the  papers,  for  a  meeting  s  diis  was 
an  erroneous  flatement ;  for  no  application, Was  made  to  that  effc&t 
to  any  one  printer  or  editor  of  a  paper  in  that  town,  tt  was  alfo 
ftatedp  that  violence  was  ufed  to  a  perfon,  who  circulated  a  hand- 
bill for  the  meeting;  this  was  equaUy  unfounded. 

Sir  GEORGE  SHUCKBOROUGH  cortfirmcd-the  truth  of 
what  was  ftated  hv  the  honourable  Baronet. 

Mr.  SHERIDAH  cpntendedi  that  what  he  had  meittioned  he 
had  firom  the  beft  authority ;  and  wi(hed  the  honoursible  Baronet 
would  make  fome  inquiry  about  the  truth  of  What  he  ftated  \  and 
then  he  would  produce  his  authority. 

Mr.  HARDINOE  faid,  that  he  would  make  one  prellmlnaty 
oonunent  upon  what  he  had  juft  heard  from  the  honourable  General^ 
partly  out  of  re^pe^  for  him»  and  pardy  becaufe  what  he  had  (aid^ 
was  material  to  a  point  in  the  difciiirioaof  the  bill  then  before  them^ 
which  point,  fairly  confidercd,  would  remove  at  once  every  dif- 
agreement  between  them,  fo  as  to  make  the  General  his  convert 
upon  his  own  principles. 

The  honourable  General  told  us  "  that  he  co-operatfed  with  Go- 
vemment,  and  with  a  majority  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  upoti 
^'  the  bill  tt>  fufpend  the  Habeas  Corpus  a£t^  on  a£hial  proofs  of  trea- 
fon  CBCorded  againft  the  focieties  who  had  produced  that  meafure.*' 

But  he  would  now  a£k  the  General  himfelf  (or  any  other  man  o^ 
honour)  if  he  would  put  his  hand  upon  his  heart,  and  fay,  "  that 
in  his  judgment  and  confcience,  their  tenets  and  confplracies  then 
recorded  againft  them^  did  not  esift  at  this  moment,  in  equal,  if 
not  ^ocumula^  force  ?** — They  have  themfclves  afterted  in  prints 
and  recently  too,  *'  th«ft  ftill  their  ends  are  the  fame." 

Yet  we  are  tqld*by  the  honourable  General,  that  althouj^  k 
was  juft  and  wife  %q  fufpend  the  Habeas  G^us  a6k,  it  is  iniquitous 
and  fooUfh  to  pafs  this  other  bill  for  want  of  finnilar  proofs  ^  yet  h« 
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'  muft  admits .  that  in  comparifon  to  that  reftratnt  upon  the  libeity  of 
the  fubjc6l  we  are  now  doing,  what  is  *'  light  as  air  ;'*  and  that 
our  proofs  are  the  (ame,  is  evident ;  becaufe  the  fociedes  exift^ 
and  have  not  only  never  difclaimed,  but  have  in  explicit,  though 
general,  terms  affirmed  their  adherence  to  that  original  fySaa, 
which  Parliament  has  branded  with  a  juft  charader  of  trcaSon. 

He  then  opened  his  argument  in  fupport  of  the  bill ;  and  began 
ity  l^  afluring  the  Houfe,  upon  his  honour,  that  he  offered  Umfelf 
to.  their  attention,  rather  to  mark  openly  what  he  thought  and  felt 
upon  the  fubj^ft,  without  refetve,  and  without  fear,  than  with  a 
hope  to  imprefs  it  upon  the  convidion  of  others. 

After  the  effcd  produced  in  the  public  mind,  by  a  learned  fiiend 
of  his  (Mr.  Grant)  upon  a  former  (bge  of  the  debates  (in  the  moft 
commanding  powers  of  intelledt  that  ever  enlightened  a  political 
fubjed)  he  fhould  have  been  iilent  if  he  had  not  fdt  an  impulfe 
to  the  vindication  of  his  own  fentiments,  in  language,  at  Icaft,  as 
unequivocal  as  words  could  frame,  at  the  nioft  awful  crifis  that  ever 
the  country  knew. 

It  was  the  exigency  of  the  times,  and  a  defpair  of  nieedng  it 
with  effedl  as  the  law  now  ilood,  or  without  fuch  a  bill,  that  made 
our^fafety  and  our  freedom  as  a  people  demand  imperiouily  this 
meafure. 

«  That  it  was  a  new  check  upon  the  right  of  popular  difcuffioas 
and  even  Upon  the  right  of  petitioning,  (by  its  effedl  upon  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  affembly  held  for  that  oftenfible  purpoTe)  he  would 
readily  admit,  not  being  a  fycophant  in  praife  of  the  meafure,  but 
an  hone(l,  impartial,  and  reafoning  friend. 

Having  gone  thqs  far  in  concefTions,  which  it  would  be  neither 
manly  nor  ingenuous  to  withhold,  he  would  proudly  devote  him- 
felf  to  popular  odium,  if  that  mud  be  the  fate  of  his  ardent  wifli 
for  the  pafTage  of  this  bill  into  a  law. 

He  confidcred  it  as  a  bill  of  allegiance,  framed  in  the  generous 
and  loyal  fpirit  of  that  oath,  which  he  and  thofe  around  him  took, 
upon  dieir  admiflion  to  the  reprefentative  charaAer  and  fundions ; 
an  oath,  which  binds  them  *^  to  defend  His  Majefty  againft  all 
tratorous  confpiracies  or  attempts,"  and  promifes  "  our  difdc^ure  of 
them  to  him." 

Before  he  touched  upon  the  outrage  which  had  endangered  the 
King's  life,  he  would  remind  the  Houfe,  and  would  inform  the 
.people  who  the  King  of  this  country  is,  or  (as  perhaps  in  Ruiia- 
ment  he  diould  exprefs  it)  what  he  is.  He  is  no  "  defpoi.**  (as 
ibellers  have  bafely  called  him,)  but  the  King  of  men  who  arc 
r/<^— entrufted  with  duties  infeparable  from  the  public  intcrcft-' 
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amenable  to  oontrol,  dire£l  or  coUaterali  in  all .  branches  of  his 
executive  or  legiflative  power — fubje£t  even  to  cenfure  through  his 
Minifters,  and  (which  he  would  never  diflemble  as  long  as  he  had 
political  exigence  himfelf)  fhipped  of  all  claim  to  allegiance,  if  he 
ihoQld  cancel  the  bond,  by  converting  his  will  into  law.    , 

Upon  fuch  a  King's  perfon  violence  had  been  committed,  which, 
as  endangering  his  life,  the  law  (jealous  of  a  dcpoiit  and  palladium 
eifcntial  to  liberty,  as  well  as  Government)  has  made  high  treafon, 
and  has  puniflied  as  if  his  death  had  been  diredUy  the  objcdl,  and 
had  even  been  accompliflied. 

This  outrage  had  been  treated  in  fo  manly  a  way  by  an  honour- 
able gqfitleman  over  againft  him  (Mr.  Grey)  that  he  was  in  hopes 
no  man  living,  who  had  ever  dreamt  of  our  law,  and  loved  our 
King,  would  have  difputed  it. 

He  (Mr.  Grey)  had  faid,  that  even  if  that  mifcreant  had  z&ed 
without  concert,  and  without  intention,  pointed  in  his  thoughts  at 
the  Kings  life,  he  was  yet  guilty  of  compajfing  and  imagining  the 
deathy  becaufe  he  has  committed  an  ad  of  criminal  outrage,  which 
evidently  endangers  the  life. 

But  if  the  right  honourable  gentleman  who  /its  near  him  is  cor« 
re£l  (Mr.  Fox)  it's  no  high  treafon ;  though  he  admits,  almolil  in 
the  fame  breath,  by  the  tenor  of  his  argument,  that  it  is.  He  ad«> 
mits,  that  if  a  jury  (bould  find  this  fad  alone,  their  finding  would  be 
a  verdid  of  guilt,  and  the  guilt  would  be  that  of  high  treafon.  In 
other  words,  he  admits,  that  fuch  a  fad  is,  in  legal  inference, 
that  crime.  But  he  difcriminates  by  an  expedient,  which  an  un- 
dcrftanding  fo  elevated  would  have  difdained  in  others.  He  puts 
th^ cafe «— -that  a  jury,  having  pronounced  the  fad,  fhould  qualify 
itthemfelvcs  in  a  kind  of  fpccial  verdid,  and  fay,  ^'  but  we  don't 
"  believe  that  he  had  the  intention  to  kill."  This  finding,  it 
fecms,  would  be  an  acquittal.  Even  to  repeat  fuch  an  aigumenc 
amongft  lawyers,  Icgiflators,  or  even  hiftorians,  at  this  time  of 
day,  would  give  it  a  death's  blow—  "  Su9  fiii  gladlo  hunc'juguh"  To 
every  judicial  voice  in  the  kingdom  he  would  makea  dired  and  confi- 
^tnt  appeal  againft  a  tenet  fo  ignorantly  and  fo  mifchievoufly  faife. 

Torcfume  the  outrage,  it  was  an  ad  of  treafon — but  committed 
W  whom  ?  and  when  i  By  a  ruffian,  who  was  part  of  a  multitude 
in  open  day,  and  who  aded  in  concert  with,  at  leaft,  many  others, 
wch  of  the  party  reviling  and  menacing  the  Sovereign.  At  the 
time  of  all  others,  mod  ungratefully  fdcded,  when  the  King,  at 
the  &ther  of  his  people,  was  in  the  adV  of  preparing  to  animate  thi 
energies  of  the  popular  mind  and  will  in  their  proudeft  form-«->th4 
<^f  a  iharc  in  the  legiflative  power. 

3  Y2 
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At  a  period,  very  little  prior  to  this,  printed  hand-bills  had 
been  circulated  over  the  mctropolc,  prompting  the  very  ad  of  regi- 
cide. 

It  had  been  truly  faid,  *'  that  no perfonal conneQion  was  traced 
between  the  authors  or  pabli(hers  of  thefe  hand-bills,  and  duifc  who 
committed  die  ouJtrage  of  attempting  the  metfurc  which  they  recom- 
mended."— But  was  it  better  for  the  Public,  that  inftead  of  a  con- 
fpiracy  in  two  parts  of  the  fame  concerted  plan,  we  (hoold  have  tw 
detached  confpiracies,  and  with  no  perfonal  Intcrcourfc  uniting  them  ? 
the  firft  recommending,  and  the  fecond  attempring,  the  Sovereign's 
death. — Let  it  be  tw<i  parts  of  the  fanjc  bonfpiracy !  or  two  diMnSt 
confpiracics !  united,  however,  as  they  nauft  ever  be,  in  oitnd- 
dence  of  time,  and  connexion  of  principles. 

He  would  now  go  farther  back,  and  recur  to  miichief  that  pre- 
ceded the  hand-bills. — Call  it  here,  too,  the/imr  or  a /A/n/ con- 
fpiracy  ;  and  make  your  choice  between  thofe  altemadvcs !  What 
he  meant  fo  to  defcrlbc  had  been  ftampt  upon  the  records  of  Parlia- 
mcnt,-.*rcalled  high  trcafon  there ;  and  called  by  its  true  name. — 
It  was  a  confpiracy,  that  having  acquired  new  ftrength  every  day, 
had  rooted  itfelf, — not  in  the  good  fenfe  of  the  popular  mind, 
(  '*  God  avert  that  calumny  (he  faid)  from  them  and  mc !"}  but  in 
tbofe  who  hate  the  people  as  much  as  the  King ;-— who  had  a£led  and 
continue  to  ad  with  ability,  zeal,  and  concert  for  die  attBuiment 
of  an  objed  which  he  could  not  better  develope  than  by  two  wofds 
fetally  well  imderftood :— rwords  imported  from  the  wretdicd  city 
of  Paris,  with  an  Englifh  vcrfion,  to  the  difgrace  of  oar  national 
charadicr— the  words  Revolutionary  Government— In  thofc 
two  words,  and  in  the  fanguinary  comment  upon  them,  which  had 
fhuck  horror  into  the  world,  he  gave  to  enlightened  men  a  pidure 
which  no  eloquence  of  detail,  if  he  could  ever  have  commanded  it, 
would  make  cither  more  juft  in  the  portrait  or  more  awfbl  in  the 
mifchicf. 

but  tliis,  after  all,  is  a  "  fanciful  theory  and  a  vifion."  An 
honourable  gentleman  over  againft  him,  whofc  dexterity  as  well  as 
other  talents  (and  mod  of  all  his  wit,)  he  had  ever  admired,  (Mr. 
Sheridan)  blew  it  into  thenir  by  two  pithy  little  words—**  prsveitT 
His  anfwcr  to  thofc  two  words  could  not  be  fo  very  (hort,  but  would 
at  leaft  be  (hort  enough  to  refute'  them,  in  almoft  as  few  words  as 
^ny  thing  like  ^n  argun^ent  was  able  to  feleft.  Firft,  he  would 
fay,  as  a  member  of  Parliament,  that  upon  the  fubjeft  of  reme- 
dial and  prudential  meafures,  he  (hould  ever  proteft  againft  the  for- 
ihality  of  proofs  in  a  legal  or  juridical  ferifc  of  the  term,  ^  a  mode 
Qf  determining  fa£t  injurious  tp  legiflative  polipy  in  mtafures  whidi 
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like  this9  if  neodSrf  at  aili  were  founds  npm  dtcumfiances  too 
wdl  known  to  need  proof,  and  whde  exigency  was  of  a  kind  that 
required  all  praAical  hafte*     He  would  neict  affimi>  that  in  cverj 
view  of  that  folemn  phiafe,  which  pould  afleA  a  Houfe  of  Pariia* 
ment  with  a  general  notice  of  the  fadte,  tfiey  have  been  proved. 
High  treafon  lias  been  iteofded  againft  a  number  of  conei^mding 
and  affiliated  focietics  by  an  ad  of  l^ilature.    It's  not  even  denied, 
that  fuch  have  been  the  h^nd-bills  ;  and  ourjown  fenfeshave  told  us 
what  elfe  we  could  not  have  believed,  that  foch  an  outrage  has  in 
fa6t  been  committed  upon  the  perfon  of  the  King.     But,  in  the 
fame  two  little  words,  infinite  fallacy  was  covered.     It  was  true 
(and  this  was  the  fugitive  cry  of  the  nKiment),  that  no  proof  has 
been  or  could  be  adduced  as  the  law  now  flood,  fo  as  to  punifh  die 
confpirators,  or  avert  the  condnuance  of  their  piojeds.     Upon  the 
defpair  of  that  proof  flood  the  bill,  and  flood  upon  a  rock.— ^*'  Prffoe 
it  P      Yes-—"  I  will  prove  it,  {faid  Mr.  Hardii^}  if  you  give 
to  me  this  bill.     The  executive  arm  (hall  be  my  agent  for  the  pur« 
pofe  of  that  proof  \  it  (hall  punifh  or  prevent,  or  (hall  take  upon  it* 
felf  die  mifchief."     His  learned  friend  whom  he  had  already  cited 
(Mr.  Grant),  had  well  faid,  <<  what  isj^r  ofHnion  of  diefe  dofhines 
and  of  their  practices,  we  have  told  ye  dx/rx."     To  diis  appeal  we 
had  received  prevaricating  anfwers,  and  the  right  honourable  gen-« 
tlem  had  gravely  obferved,  (like  Scrub  in  die  comedy)  that  ^^fome  ef 
tkemjaid  me  thing  andfome  another."*     He  called   upon  them   to 
give  th«r  fendments  upon  the  mifchief,  to  admit  or  to  deny  it  as 
a  fad  V  and  if  it  (hould  be  admitted  by  themfelves,  to  co-operate'in 
thcdifcufTion  of  the  beft  remedial  policy,  that  could  meet  or  prevent 
that  mifchief.  He  qilled  upon  them,  inthe  name  of  the  Commons  and 
people  of  England,  but  feared  that  he  (hould  call  upon  them  in  vain. 
We  are  told,  "  the  laws  are  able  toqorrcft  and  fupprefs  the  evil.'* 
If  they  are,  I  (faid  Mr.  Hardinge)  am  an  enemy  to  this  bill,  and 
amended  as  it  is  in  efTential  parts,  I  would  oppofe  it  as  innovatiif 
at  leafl   in  form,    or  in  its  pofTible  abufe,  upon  facred  and  efta- 
bU(hed  rights.—- In  other  wprds,  he  undertook  (and  there  he  took 
upon  himfelf  the  burden  of  proof)  to  demonflrate  the  neceflity  ari* 
fing  from  the  impotence  of  all  exifling  checks,  or  of  any  but  thofb 
Which  ibe  bill  impofed.     What  the  inadequacy  of  law,  thus  im- 
puted, was,  he  would  mark,  to  die  conviiSlion  of  thofe  who  heard 
him,  in  a  very  few  words :  Firft,  there  is  no  legal  power  to  com- 
pel nodce  of  the  meedng,  and  an  open  allegation  of  the  oftenfible 
purpofe.     This  defect  of  the  law  enabled  fedition  to  convene  itfelf 
abmptly,    in   purfuance  of  fecret  arrangement  for  that  purpofe 
tmongfl  the  confederates.     In  the  next  plac^,  as  the  law  now 
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fiandSy  no  magiftrate  has  jthe  legal  power  of  accels  to  the  interior  <tf 
die  meeting  ;  to  the  fountain-head  of  the  mifchief  in  the  orades  of 
fedition.     He  may  now  be  excluded  as  an  impertinent  goflUp, 
who  obtruded  himfelf  as  a  mere  fpy,  iqx>n  the  liberty  of  pop- 
lar difcuffions.     Thirdly,  The  mafk   of  the  oftenfible  purpofe 
could  bafflci  as  the  law  now  ftood,  any  general  fufpidon  or  grounds 
of  alarm  ;  fuch  a  ma(k  would  no  longer  be  of  any  avail.     It  would 
be  torn  off  by  the  deteded  perverfion  of  the  colourable  objed. 
Fourthy,  There  is  no  legal  power  to  difperfe  the  meeting,  if  the 
language  is  inflammatory,  but  without  external  outrage  or  tumult. 
It  waj  to  mlichiefs  like  thefe  that  a  remedy  was  daimed,  and  if 
the  remedy  adopted  in  this  bill  was  not  commenfurate,  or  lfaay*d  an 
inch  too  hr,  it  was  tyranny,  and  perhaps  a  worfe  mifchief  in  itfclf. 
He  had  liftened  attentively  to  arguments  arinng  from  two  fourccs, 
both  of  them  invidious,  and  yet  both  of  them  as  manly  as  they  were 
juft,  againft  a  pending  law  of  refhaint  upon  the  liberty  of  the  fub- 
jeSt ;  he  would  ftate  them  fairly  and  watch  the  extent  of  them.— 
*^  Let  a  meeting  be  duly  convened— -the  magiftrate  with  no  pre* 
fence  for  fufpicion  intrudes  himfelf.     This  very  intrufion  is  of  it- 
felf  a  check  upon  freedom  of  debate ;— let  the  meeting  be  aflemUed 
iottd  fide,  and  finely  to  difcufs  the  reform  of  Parliament  or  fomc- 
thing  of  that  nature ; — let  the  magiftrate,  paid  by  Government,  as 
^  Weftminftcr  he  is,  adl  like  a  mercenary  in  the  bad  fenfe  of  the 
terra  ;  and  in  order  to  court  the  Minifter  bed  (as  he  may  imagine) 
let  him  intercept  by  his  imperial  veto,  a  popular  Aatement  of  the 
mifchief; — let  him  attempt  the  arreft  of  a  debating  individual  \ — 
let  an  obftruAion  to  that  l^al  injuftice  be  made  by  fome  around 
him  ;— let   the  magiihate   then   difperfe  the  meeting,  and  an- 
nounce the  penalty  of  death  for  difobedienoe  to  the  mandate  of  dif- 
pcrfion  ;«— let  him  call  in  the  military  to  his  aid,  if  fuch  a  meeung 
cannot  be  difperfed  by  the  civil  power  alone,**     Is  not  this  (he 
would  a(k)  invidious  enough  r  and  is  not  he,  in  thus  putting  it, 
an  adverfary  againft  himfelf?  or  at  lead  againft  the  bill  r  He  would, 
however,  in  general  proteft  againft  the  calumny  to  which  the  ma- 
giftrates  who  z€t  in  the  metropolis,  had  been  expofed,  though  be 
had  ftated  an  inftance  of  grofs  and  fcandalous  abufe  in  theory,  and 
for  the  purpofe  of  the  argument.     He  would  add  no  difingdiuous 
colouring  to  foftcn  the  mifchief,  but  yet  would  foftcn  it  by  a  fad, 
which  is,  that  againft  that  abufe  there  is  a  remedy  at  hand  in  the 
contror  given  to  other  magiftrates  over  thefe  delinquent  jufticesof 
peace,  viz,  the  judges  of  the  land,  who  have  their  offipcs  for  life, 
and  in  the  additional    contrail    of  juries,  who  will  avenge  the 
infulted  genius  of  the  people,  and  convict  the  offender  whom  the 
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judges  cannot  fparc. .    But  now  in  a  balance  of  political  evils,  take 
the  other  alternative !  and  chufc  betwen  them  ! 

yacohin  clubs  diflcminating  through  affiliated Jocieites^  openly  and 
without  fear  of  check,  every  mad  principle  that  can  degrade  the 
head  or  pollute  the  heart. 

Let  the  good  fenfe  of  the  legiflature  guarding-  the  public  intereft, 
make  the  option  between  thefe  alternatives  ! 

Having  gone  thus  far,  he  (hould  very  foon  difmifs  the  licence  of 
political fchools  or  leSfureSf  and  the  right  of  infpefling  them,  which 
had  bcofi  called  in  two  other  French  words  (put  into  Englilh)  donii^ 
ciliary  vijits. 

Of  all  the  inexplicable  events  in  the  political  fcene,  perhaps  none 
had  ever  more  afioniflicd  him,  than  to  find  fuch  a  want  of  memory 
on  the  other  lide  of  the  Houfe  upon  this  topic. 

It  was  true,  that  every  man's  houfe  was  his  caftley  but  was  it 
alio  his  theatre  ?  and  fo  as  to  exclude  all  interference  of  the  execu- 
tive power  ?  Thefe,  were  political  theatres,  and  made  the  vehicles  of 
fedition* 

Was  there  no  other  defcription  of  threatres  in  England  ?  And 
could  the  honourable  gentleman  over  againil  him  (Mr.  Sheridan) 
give  no  account  of  them  ?  Had  he  never  heard  of  theatres  for  dra- 
matic purpofcs  ?-— If  he  had,  could  he  never  have  heard  of  an  z^ 
which  pafTed  in  the  i  oth  of  the  late  King  ?  An  aft  which  difablei 
any  theatre  unlicenfed,  or  play  even  in  a  liccnfed  theatre,  which 
has  not  the  King's  previous  approbation  through  his  chamberlain, 
who  is  no  magiftrate,  and  from  whom  there  is  no  appeal  ? 

Is  the  caafe  of  that  reftriflion  light  in  the  analogy  of  its  bear- 
ing upon  this  part  of  the  bill  ? 

Sedition  had  found  its  way  into  that  fchool  of  morality,  upon  that 
ground  alone  the  rellifUon  was  built,  not  as  here  for  a  limited  period, 
but,  forever  ;  not  liable  to  any  control  over  the  "  cujlodes  ipfos;* 
but  the  ofispring  of  abfolute,  of  perfonal,  of  individual  difcretion 
and  will. 

TTie  z&  paffed  the  Commons  with  uncommon  hafte,  and  with- 
out one  divifion.  The  whigs  and  the  tories,  the  Minifter  and  the 
oppofition,  fupporting  it. 

Upon  the  feveral  days  which  the  legal  flages  of  the  bill  had 
occupied,  the  Houfe  was  not  ill  attended  ; — upon  many  of  them, 
<Uvilions  took  place ; — the  Minifter  was  then  vehemently  oppofed, 
ziiA  was  begirming  to  lofe  ground. 

In  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  it  was  oppofed  by  the  late  Earl  of  Chef- 
terfield,  in  a  very  degant,  ingenious  and  popular  fpeech,  which  is 
in  print.^-The  exprefTions  are  beautiful,  and  the  images  full  of 
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gyace ;  but  a  more  ffimfy  aigument  he  never  had  fcen  ;— hncnt- 
ing  for  the  honour  of  the  taknts  over  againft  him,  diat  he  deted* 
ed  in  their  topics  evident  plagiarifm  from  that  ivork  ;— every  topic 
now  ufed  by  them  was  anticipated  there,  and  the  conceit  of  prophetic 
j&gacity  was  not  ijpared.— "  It  was  tyranny  over  ofMnion. — It  fet- 
tered political  freedom,  and  the  energies  of  an  independent  Tprit.— 
It  would  be  Qf  tio  ufe.-^It  was  a  dicatuff  that  would  necellimlT 
end  in  the  cuiie  of  an  imprifkMtur,  and  would  in  that  (hape  fall 
with  redoubled  Wci^t. — It  was  the  iirft  hint,  and  the  liberty  of 
writing  would  foon  follow  the  liberty  of  fpeech. — The  laws  weit 
adequate.— -The  bill  was  unduly  and  fufpicioufly  hurried  through  dte 
Houfe  of  Commons.— -The  beft  way  to  correSt  popular  di£ifie3ioai 
was'  to  deferve  p9pular  edeem,"  iScc.  ice. 

What  has  been  the'refult  i  It  has  been  iniK>cent  at  lead,  and 
Ae  jinifchief  at  which  it  aimed,  that  of  feditious  theatres  under  diis 
dramatic  veil,  had  been  fuppreffed.  If  it  was  a  tyranny  in  itfdf 
upon  genius,  wit,  and  freedom  of  thought,  where  has  the  honourable 
gentleman  lived,  (Mr.  Sheridan)  that  he  could  fuffer  itscontinuance? 

He  that  had  an  intered,  as  the  Congrevc  and  ffjchgriy  of  his 
time,  (with  a  dsA  of  the  polidcal  reformer}  to  make  fuch  theatres 
free  as  air  ?  ^nd  if  theatres  dramatic,  in  their  general  oiEce,  were 
checked  upon  account  of  this  occafional  abufe  by  the  pemnncnt 
control  of  a  chamberlain,  what  (hall  we  f^y  of  a  check  only  fer  a 
time  upon  Mr.  ThelwalVs  political  theatre,  ^d  by  a  mag^firate 
fwom  ? — Ar^  fuch  theatres  lefs  prone  to  abiife  for  purpofes  of  foii- 
tion  ?  Is  the licenfe  here  under  a  magiftrate's  view  lefs  convenient? 
or  lefs  wanted  at  thi€  time  ?  in  which  not  occafional.  but  uiufcr* 
fal  abufe  of  general  freedom,  has  endangered  thefafety  andeuftenct 
of  the  realm  ?  If  there  ever  exifted  fuch  a  thir^  as  an  argument 
a  fortiori f  it  was  in  all  branches  of  the  parallel  decifive  here,  and  he 
challenged  all  the  abilities  in  battle  array  againft  him  to  anfwerit. 

Mr.  M.  MONTAGU  faid,  fince  he  had  the  honour  of  a  feat 
in  that  Houfe,  no  fubjedl  had  occured  which Nrequired  fo  calm  and 
deliberate  a  difcuflion,  and  to  which  the  circumfbnces  of  the-timesi 
the  temper  of  individuals,  and  even  accider>t  itfelf,  had  b  little 
contributed  to  afford  fuch  a  difpofition.  To  narrow  die  andcot 
right  of  petitioning,  by  any  incroachment  on  its  free  ocerdfe  in  die 
utmoft  latitude,  is  to  touch  one  of  the  main  pillar^  of  the  Cooffitu- 
tion.  This  was  a  truth  which  could  not  be  denied,  norhadarif 
one  attempted  to  reiift  it.  It  followed  of  courfe  that  the  only  juiti- 
fication  for  even  the  flight^  interference  muft  reft  on  an  imperious 
•neceflity,  and  that  the  right  of  that  interference  could  be  only  coo* 
menfurate  with  the  danger  to  be  prevetucd.     This  principle  was  i»s 
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move  true  in  the  ab(haft  dian  in  wife  prance  and  found  dHcrelion. 
For  to  adminifter  with  juAice  and  caution,  the  duty  at  prefent  in- 
cumbent on  Parliament,  was  the  fure  method  to  make  its  expedient 
efiedhialy  and  to  give  vigour  to  the  law  we  were  called  upon  to 
ena6l.     Does  there  exift  any  neceflity  for  the  interference  of  Parlia- 
ment upon  the  prefent  occasion )     Have  we  a  right,  arifing  out  of 
that  neceflity,  to  circumfcribe  the  liberty  of  the  people  to  meet  for 
the  purpofe,  or  under  the  pretence,  of  petitions  to  any  branch  of 
the  Icgiflature  ?     To  what  length  did  that  neceflity,  and  the  right 
derived  from  it,  extend  ?     Thefe  are  the  firft  queftions  for  honeft 
and  independent  men  to  decide.     The  beft  criterion  of  the  neceflity 
arofe  from  the  confideration  of  the  confequences  which  may  follow 
from  abftaining  to  interfere.     And  here  he  begged  leave  to  paufe, 
and  to  leave  it  in  fome  d^ree  to  th^  minds  of  gentlemen  to  fupply 
that  part  of  the  argument,  becaufe  it  was  impoflible  for  any  lover  of 
order  and  of  genuine  liberty  to  have  failed  to  gain  from  recent  ex- 
perience (if  not  from  hiflory,  obrei:vation  and  rbfledlion)  a  fuflicient 
iimd  of  ideas  to  convince  him  that  fome  ftrength  was  neceflary,  in 
the  hands  of  Executive  Government,  to  reprefs  the  deftru<9ive 
oudunations  of  fome  perfons  in  this  kingdom.     Strength  was  in* 
deed  as  requiiitc  as  vigilance,  determination,  and  adivity.   He  was 
the  lefs  willing  to  enlarge  upon  this  fubjedt,  (ince  whilft  it  required 
no  amplification,  and  would  fcarce  admit  it,  thefe  topics  had  a  ten- 
dency to  encxHirage  the  daring  attempts  of  fedicious  men,  by  a  know- 
ledge of  the  terror  they  had  already  excited.     He  therefore  took  it 
for  granted,  as  he  felt  it  in  his  confcience  to  be  certain,  that  the 
danger  wasprefling,  the  neceflity  imminent,  and  the  right  of  courfe* 
was  proved  and  eflabliflied.     But  were  not  the  laws  in  being  fuffi- 
cient  to  empower  the  Executive  Government  to  reprefs  thefe  difor- 
ders  ?     Upon  this  part  of  the  argument  the  oppofers  of  this  biU  de-  ^ 
rive  a  great  advantage   from  an  imputed  remiflhefs  on  the  part  of 
Government  to  employ  all  the  weapons  already  in  their  hands;  and, 
perhaps,  from  an  unikilful  ufe  of  thofe  which  they  have  employed. 
Upon  this  head  he  confeflfed  himfelf  to  be  of  opinion,  that  blame 
would  poflibly  attach  to  them,  and  he  muft  leave  their  juftification 
to  whom  it  concerned.     Still  he  believed  that  the  exifting  laws  re- 
quired to  be  reinforced,  and  particularly  to  be  declared  and  notified 
by  fome  firefli  aft  of  Parliament,  which  fliould  draw  the  attention, 
inftruft  the  ignorance,  roufe  the  aftivity,  and  warrant  the  exertions 
of  tfie  peace  officers.     The  fame  argument  of  the  fufficiency  of  the 
laws  might  have  been  urged  with  equal  truth  in  1 780,  wlien  Lon- 
don was  in  flames,  becaufe  few  underftoOd,  many  doubted,  and 
none  dared  aft  on  the  eftabli(hed  prbvifions.     Upon  tfiis  ground  he 
Vol.  XUIL  3  Z 
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was  for  a  new  aft,  which,  he  coaktted,  be  fliould  apptyve  Ac 
nearer  it  approached  to  a  declaratory  ad.  But  the  rUe  of  new 
ijpecies  of  tumult  requires  new  provifions,  and  we  ought  at  lead  to 
be  fure  that  we  rendered  the  meafure  efic^tual,  and  that  we  did  not 
flop  (hort  of  fecurity  againft  that  ftormy  inundation  which  threatens 
our  peacei  property,  our  civilization^  and  not  Ids  than  all  thcfe, 
our  liberties.  And  this  neceility  of  new  provifions  was  the  more 
evident  from  that  fkill  which  had  beea  derived  from  a  concerted 
fyftem  to  make  ufe  of  lawful  means  to  unlawful  ends,  to  pervert 
conftitutional  words  to  unconditutional  meanings,  and  to  preach  re- 
volt under  the  pretence  of  reform.  ''  Oh  liberty !  how  many 
crimes  are  conmiitted  in  thy  name  !"  was  the  exclamation  of  one 
who  had  as  little  of  a  (lavt(h  difpofition  as  Brutus  himfetf,  or  the 
greateft  idol  of  the  Pantheon  by  Jacobinifm.     It 


*•  licenfe  they  meant  when  they  cried  liberty ; 

**  For  who  meant  that,  muft  fiHl  be  virife  and  good.'* 

So  faid  Milton,  who  was  no  tory,  when  he  fpoke  of  the  jacobins  of 
his  time,  and  fo  would  he  fay  of  the  arnarchifts  and  King-killers 
of  the  prefent  moment.  The  prefent  bill,  in  its  original  form,  in- 
afmuch  as  it  gave  to  the  magiftratcs  a  diicretionary  power,  of  at 
lead  a  doubtful  tendency,  he  confidered  as  going  beyond  die  limits 
of  the  rights^  we  derive  from  the  neceflfity  of  the  cafe  ;  he  (hould 
therefore  on  no  account  have  thought  himfelf  at  liberty  to  have  voted 
for  it,  efpecially  as  its  introduction,  widi  all  the  attending  ciicum- 
ftances,  feemed  to  have  raifed  that  alarm  in  the  minds  of  the  lovers 
of  order,  and  the  bed  fupporters  of  Government,  whidi  would 
probably  have  raidered  its  execution  weak  and  precarious,  if  not 
impoflible.  The  alterations  (ince  made  had  done  away  the  ot^* 
tion  ariiing  from  the  difcrctiohary  power,  to  a  fufficient  degree,  to 
enable  him  upon  the  whole  to  vote  for  it,  confident  with  the  prin- 
ciples he  had  laid  down  ;  while  the  term  afiigned  to  the  duration  of 
the  a  A  had  qualified  it,  as  a  meafure  called  for  and  jullified  t^  the 
peculiar  and  eccentric  circumdanccs  of  the  times.  But  while  be 
gave  his  aflfent  to  this  bill  in  its  prefent  (hape,  he  could  not  help 
adding  a  remark  on  the  circumdanccs  which  have  attended  it.  It 
had  been  more  than  once  a  matter  of  regret  to  him,  as  i^n  the 
whole  a  well-wiflier  to  the  prefent  adminiftration,  that  upon  im- 
portant political  conjunctures,  there  had  not  been  a  fufficient  (cli^ 
citudeto  explain  thoroughly  the  principles  of  fo  new  a  m^fure  on 
its  introduction ;  or  to  circulate  that  explanation  through  all  quar- 
ters, fo  as  to  conciliate  the  minds  of  the  friends  of  Government, 
and  bcft  fupportersof  the  Conftitucion,  and  to  evince  the  wifdom 
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and  ncceflity  of  the  legiflative  provlfiohs,  or  political  determinations 
of  the  time :  the  Ruflian  armament  appeared  to  him  to  be  "a  marked  ' 
inftance  of  this  neglect.     Perha^*',  upon  a  retrofpefl,  the  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman  may  have  reafon  not  to  dilTent  as  far  as  relates  to 
that  example.     The  prefect  occafion  appeared  to  him  to  be  pregnant 
with  an  ufeful  leflbn  to  Minifters.     That  in  the  introdu^ion  of 
new  meafuresi  efpecially  when  they  concern  conftitutional  princi- 
ples, too  much  (M'ecaution  cannot  be  ufed  to  explain  the  nature,  life, 
extent,  principle,  andconfequencesofthe  innovation.  Mankind  muft 
be  ruled  by  their  opinion,  opinion  follows  upon  confidence :  confidence 
is  generated  by  the  belief  of  prudence  and  integrity  in  thofe  who 
govern.      Where  the  cafe  b  new,  where  it  touchc;^  the  near  con- 
cern of  every  one,  the  wifdom  of  the  identical  meafure  mufk  be 
explamed,  enforced,  and  proved  ;  the  wifdom,  which  confifts  in 
the  wcU-concerted  expedient  for  an  ufeful  and  honefl  purpofc.    Let 
it  not  be  obje£led  to  him  that  he  was  holding  forth  a  tame  fubmiifion 
to  popular  clamour,  or  a  degradation  of  the  dignity  of  Parliament 
to  a  £iwning  obfervance'  of  fiivour.     ''  No,  he  faid,  let  us  have 
that  {lability  in  our  councils,  which  fuits  with  the  long-eflabliflied 
experience,  and  accumulated  wifdom  of  fo  many  ages.     But  let  us 
ftudy  to  appear,  as  well  as  to  be  (becaufe  it  is  ufeful  fo  to  appear 
as  well  as  to  be)  the  faithful  guardians  of  the  rights  and  privileges 
of  all  claiTes  of  the  community.     Let  ils  be  firm  but  diffoffionate, 
juft  when  we  are  fcvere,  candid  when  we  are  mifreprefented,  and 
intepid  when  we  are  attacked.     Much  is  loft  in  private  life  as  well 
as  in  public  concerns  by  mifunderftanding ;  half  the  difputes  of  the 
world  have  no  other  foundation.     Calm  and  clear  explanation,  a 
little  indulgence  to  hafly  mifconftrudlion,  and  the  moft  eager  dif- 
putants  are  friends  in  an  inftant.     It  is  the  fame  in  the  affairs  and 
oondu£t  of  nations  ;  let  not  any  man  confider  that  the  good  people 
of  England  may  not  be  miflcd  by  even  a  miftaken  jealoufy,  to  com- 
mit all  their  precious  trcafures  (and  no  nation,  ever  had  greater), 
without  rudder  or  conipafs  to  the  rude  waves  of  popular  commo- 
tion ;  nunkind  are  afiii^ed  more  by  metaphyfical  abftrad,  and  even 
diflant  grievances,  than  by  immediate  and  pQrfonal  danger,  the 
wreck  of  property,  and  all  the  fatal  confequenccs  of  civil  tumult, 
The  Americans  fought  for  what  they  might,  not  for  what  th^y 
had,  fuffered.     1  know  the  prefiure  and  multiplicity  of  the  affairs 
of  this  great,  rich,  commercial,  and  powerful  nation,  w^iich  leave 
little  leifiire  to  thofe  who  manage  its  concerns  ;  but  at  the  fame 
time  I  am  certain  that  more  time  is  loft,  and  f^ir  more  inconvcni* 
cnce  is  felt  by  fubfequent  difficulties,  than  by  previous  arrangeoientf 
and  a.full  preliminary  explanation." 
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Mr.  SHERIDAN  (who  had  rifen  at  the  (ame  time  widi  Mr. 
Montagu,  but  had  given  way.)       "  The  honourable  gentleman 
(Mr.  Hardinge)  made  fo  many  dire£l  allufions  to  me,  that  it  could 
not  appear  furprifing,  that  immediately  on  his  fitting  down  I  IhoaU 
have  rifen  to  prefent  myfclf  to  your  notice.      I  am  not  forry,  how- 
ever,  that  I  was  interrupted,  as  the  lad  honourable  Speaker  hai 
piirfued  nearly  the  fame  line  of  argumcnt/%  and  by  replying  to  both, 
I  (hall  be  able  to  fave  the  time  and  trouble  of  the  Houfc.     The  ho- 
nourable gentleman  having  inCnuated  a  good  deal  of  blame  to  the 
oppofition  agiinft  the  bill,  has  by  way  of  preferving  the  appearance 
of  candour,  thought  proper  to  admit,  that  Minifters  have  not  been 
fafficiently  alert  in  checking  the  progrefs  of  the  evil  which  it  has  now 
become  ncceffary  to  oppofc  ;  and  that  the  Magiftrates  have  not  been 
altogether  free  from  blame,  in  not  properly  enforcing  the  authority 
Attached  to  their  funftions.      If  this  ftatement  be  juft,   if  the  c\il 
docs  proceed  from  the  inaflivity  and  negligence  of  MagiRrates,  vhat 
remedy  does  this  bill  afford  for  checking  the  proceedings  of  feditious 
meetings,  or  the  circulation  of  dangerous  libels?   Indcad  of  any 
thing  in  the  bill,  winch  is  calculated  to  call  forth  their  energy,  and 
liid  their  exertions,  it  deflroys  the  reverence  of  their  authority,  and 
oppofes  an  obftacle  to  the  difchargc  of  their  functions,  by  placing 
them  in  a  fituation  of  odium  and  fufpicion  with'refpefl  to  the  people, 
the  efFcft  of  which  I  venture  to  affirm,  will  be  fuch,  that  when 
Once  the  nature  of  this  bill  is  properly  explained,  there  is  not  one 
Atari ftratc  of  rcfpeilability  in  this  country,  viho  will  chufe  to  retain 
the  office.      It  has  been  ftated,  that  in  a  former  debate,   I  took  oc- 
cafioh  to  throw  reflecliohs  on  the  charadlers  of  magiftrates.     On 
thtf  contrary,  there  are  many  who  fill  the  fituation,  whom  I  regard 
with  the.higlicft  rcfpedl  \  but  my  objcflion  to  the  Magiftrates  of 
Weftrhinfter,  to  whom  at  that  time  I  referred,  was,  that  they  were 
paid  by  Minifters,  and  removeablc  at  pleafure.      I  have  to  return 
my  thanks  tp^the  learned  gentleman  for,  many  things  which  he  ad- 
dreflcd  to  me  in  the  way  of  pcrfonal  civility,  and  which,  coming 
from  him,   I  confefs  have  great  weight.      I  have  fecondly  to  thank 
him  for  taking  up  the  quefiion  exaflly  in  the  point  of  view  in  which 
I  wifl)  to  confider  it— -wl. ether  the  neccflity  of  the  cafe  is  fuch  as  to 
can  fdr  the  meafure  now  propofed  to  be  adopted  i  The  learned  gen- 
tleman took  an  opportunity  to  pay  fomc  compliments  to  the  fpccchof 
another  learned  friend  (Mr.  Grant),  on  a  preceding  debate.     That 
fpeech,  in  point  of  fubtlety  of  difcuftion,  lucid  order,  and  neatndi 
of  language,  I  never  heard  furpaflfed  within  the  walls  of  this  Houfc 
But  when  I  have  paid  to  it  this  tribute,  I  ntuft  remark,  thatin  this 
fpccdi  the  two  main  points  were  omitted,  and  that  amidft  the  abun- 
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dance  of  other  matter  Vi4i!ch  the  learned  gentleman  had  introduced, , 

he  carefully  avdded  to  touch  either  on  the  exigence  of  the  evil,  or 

the  fitnefs  of  the  remedy.     The  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Hard- 

inge)  faid,  that  I  thou^t  I  had  done  much  to  drive  M^nifters  from 

the  grounds  upon  which  they  fupported  their  prefent  meafure,  when 

I  called  upon  them  to  prove  it.     This  appeal  to  proof  he  feems  to 

confider  as  not  at  all  entitled  to  have  any  weight  as  an  argument. 

How  the  honourable  gentleman,  who,  from  his  profcfllonal  habits, 

is  accuftomed  to  receive  nothing  as  fadt  which  is  not  fubftandated  bf 

evidence,  (hould  treat  fo  lightly  ao  appeal  to  proof,  in  the  preicnt 

indance^  is  to  me  rather  furpriling.     But  the  honourable  gentleman 

thought  prpper  to  fuppofe  himfelf  in  an  extraordinary  ficuation*— 'that 

of  aiguing  againft  himfelf,  and  in  favour  of  thofe  whoefpoufed  the 

oppoiite  (ide  of  the  quefiion.     For  my  part,  I  regarded  this  as  not 

in  any  manner  extraordinar}^  fmcefuch  I  conceived  to  be  the  tenor 

of  the  honourable  gentleman's  arguments  throughout  the  whole  of  his 

fpccch,  and,  that  however  they  nvight  be  di  reded  agaioft  us,  they 

were  in  reality  calculated  to  favoyr  the  fide  of  the  queftion  which  wc 

cfpoufed.      I  mud  remark,  however,  that  when  the  honourable 

gentleman,  in  oppofition  to  his  own  views,  took  up  the  defence  of 

the  focieties,  no  doubt  from  the  habit  which  profeffional  men  have 

cf  alternately  fupporting  the  two  fides  of  a  quedion,  he  pleaded  thek 

caufe  iu  fuch  a  manner,  that,^  with  all .  due  refpcdl  to  his  tajcnt^t 

he  fhould  be  the  laft  man  to  whom  I  would  recommend  them  CD 

apply  as  clients.     The  honourable  gentlenun  objeds  to  my  (hoit 

caU  upon  Minifters— "  Prove  it" — but  has  himfelf  from  the  partis 

cular  emphafis,  which  he  attaches  to  brief  expreffions,  laid  gteat 

firefs  on  the  phrafe  "  Revolutionary  Principle."     He  contends  th;tt 

this  revolutionary  principle  has  made  greater  progrefs  inthecountry;, 

fince  the  repeal  of  the  fufpenfion  of  the  Habeas  Corpus ;  and  when. 

^c  deny  the  fadl,  and  call  upon  Miniflers  to  prove  it,  he  fays  that 

it  is  not  to  be  eftablifticd  by  juridical  proof.  This  is  a  -fort  of  proof 

which  we  never  required,  nor  expedied  in  the  prefent  indance.    -{ 

have  only  to  refer  him  to  what  took  place  on  the  fufpenfion  of  the 

Habeas  G)rpus^  no  juridical  proof  was  then  propofcd ;  but  Miniders^ 

by  going  into  a  Secret  Committee,  by  bringing  forward  .a  mafs  of 

papei:s,  and  drawing  up  a  report,  attempted  to  efiablifh  that  fort  of 

prudential  proof,  which  might  ferve  as  a  ground  for  the  meafure 

which  they  then  called  on  the  Houfe  to  adopt.     It  is  not  wichoui: 

good  reafon  I  call  for  proof.      In  the  inftance  to  which  I  now  aU 

lude,  and  on  other  occafions,  Minifiers  have  deceived  me  and  the 

^^ntry,  by  reporting  plots,  which  .were  afterwards  proved  to  have 

^  exi(icnce,  and  circulating  alarms,  which  the  event  ibewed  to  be 
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wholly  unfounded.  Firft,  a  rumour  was  /prcad  over  the  ooomry  of 
an  attempt  to  fcizc  upon  the  Tower,  &c,  which  thoTe,  who  were 
the  mod  aclive  in  its  circulation  mud  have  known  to  be  untnie. 
Secondly,  the  cxiftence  of  the  plots,  after  the  fulled  legal  invcffi- 
gation  at  the  Old  Bailey,  was  negatived  by  the  verdif^s  of  repeated 
juries.  But  la(^ly,  Minifters  had  recourfe  to  the  mtferabie  trumped- 
up  plot  to  aflTaiTmate  the  King,  by  means  of  a  poifoned  airov, 
which,  though  they  muft  have  been  confcious  had  not  the  fmaUefi 
foundation,  they  yet  fuffered  to  go  abroad,  in  order  to  produce  an 
impreflion  on  the  country,  and  aid  the  purpofe  of  alarm.  I  have 
been  three  times  deceived,  and  they  now  call  upon  aie  to  truft  them 
without  any  (hew  of  proof  whatever. 

When  the  honourable  gentleman  aflferts,  that  the  dai^gcr  ariiing 
from  the  propagation  of  certain  principles  has  increafed,  I  muft  re- 
mark, that  he  contradi6ts  the  cxprefs  declaration  of  His  Maje%s 
Minifters  at  the  commencement  of  the  feflfion.    At  that  time,  cither 
Mtnifters  muft  have  known  that  the  danger  had  increafed,  or  dier 
muft  have  fince  derived  fome  new  light  on  the  fubjed.     What  frcfli 
information,  I  will  afk,  have  they  ftnce  acquired?      In  what  man- 
ner do  they  get  over  the  difficulty  of  having  made  His  Majefty  affcit 
a  fentimcnt,  which  they  now  come  forward  to  contradiA  by  a  Icgi- 
(lative  prcxrc;eding  ?     If  we  are  to  appeal  merely  to  the  grounds  of 
general  notoriety  and  obfervation,   I  will  affirm,  that,  fo  far  from 
inereadng,  the  danger  has  dimtnifhed.     But  I  call  upon  a  learned 
gentleman,  high  in  the  profefTion  of  the  law.     He  flated,  upon  a 
former  occaiion,  that  his  table  was  covered  with  libels,  and  that  he 
knew  not  which  he  was  to  feledt  for  profecution.     Will  he  now 
ftatc  that  he  has  any  fuch  occupation?     Citizen  Lee,  indeed,  and 
one  or  two  other  miferable  publifhers,  have  the  other  day  been  taken 
up.     But  does  there,   in  the  prefcnt  moment,    exift  any  ferious 
alarm  from  the  extcnfive  circulation,  or  dangerous  tendency  of  the 
libellous  publications  of  thofc  focietics,  who  were  formerly  fo  much 
reproached  with  their  mifchicvous  adtivity  ?     But  there  is  another 
thing  to  which  wc  ought  to  attend — the  profeflions  of  the  pcrfons 
who  form  thofc  focietics.     If  fbrmorly  they  preached  up,  that  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  ought  not  to  be  looked  to  in  any  rcprcfcnotive 
capacity,  if  they  difavowed  the  Conftliution,  if  they  even  menaced 
the  Throne,  it  was  evident  that  they  rK>w  held  very  different  doc- 
trines.    They  now  came  forward  to  petition  the  Houfe  of  Com* 
iiions,^  to  acknowledge  the  Conftitution,  and  to  approach  the  Throne 
wkh  refped.     If  eVen  in  thefc  profcffions  they  were  not  finctrc,  if 
they  afTumed  them  only  as  a  hypocritical  maflc  to  cover  their  real 
views,  ftill  it  proved,  that  they  were  now  fo  far  curbed  and  (up* 


Dec.  3-3  DEBATES-  543 

preiled,  that  even  if  diey  had  ciicubted  their  do^nes  In  Ac  coan- 
try,  in  order  to  make  converts,  fuch  was  their  experience  of  the 
chara6ler  of  the  country,   and  fuch  their  fenfe  of  the  reprobation 
which  had  every  where  attended  their  ef!brtS|  that  they  had  now 
been  compelled  to  abandon  their  objed^  The  honourable  gentleman 
accufes  us  with  a  degree  of  Jefuitical  condud,  in  (hunning  to  Aate 
the  dai^ers  to  be  apprehended  from  thofe  focieties,  and  calls  upon 
us  to  point  out  a  remedy  adequate  to  the  evil.     I  have  no  hefitation 
to  (late  to  him  what  are  my  views  upon  that  fubjedl.     That  there 
arc  among  fome  of  the  members  of  thofe  focieties^  difpofitions  hofiile 
to  the  e(hbli(hed  Conftitution,  I  will  not  deny ;  a  few  defpcrate  and 
abandoned  individuals  will  always  exid  under  every  community. 
That  there  have  likcwifc  been  a  few,  who  have  (hewn  their  attach- 
ment to  French  principles,  or  rather,  have  gratified  their  own  abfurd 
vanity,  by  an  adoption  of  French  phrare3,  I  am  equally  prepared 
to  admit.     They  might  conceive  that  fuch  phrafes  would,  in  all 
probability,  become  the  faihion,  and  tend  to  give  currency  to  their 
principles.     But  what  has  been  the  confequence  ?    That  thefe  in- 
fatuated men  have  (hewn  ^emfelves  as  ignorant  of  the  genius  of  the 
Englifh  chamber,  and  of  their  rooted  attachment  to  the  Conditu- 
tion,  as  Minifters  themfclves,  when  they  apprehended  any  danger 
from  diofe  proceedings.     A  violent  alarm  was  now  aifeded  with  re- 
fped  to  any  opinions  which  did  not  exadly  tally  with  the  particular 
fonns  under  which  the  Conditution  was  now  carried  on.     Such  has 
not  always  been  the  cafe.     I  beg  leave  to  remind  the  right  honour- 
able gentleman,  that  he  once  entertained  an  opinion,  that  if  a  re- 
fenn  in  Parliament  was  not  adopted,  thoi^h  the  form  of  the  Con- 
Aitution  might  remain,  its  virtue  and  its  eneigy  would  be  loft.     A 
noble  Duke  carried  the  (ame  fentiment  farther,  and  contended,  that 
ttiiverial  fuffbge,  and  annual  Parliaments,  could  alone  reftore  the 
Conftitution  to  its  priftine  vigour  and  excellence.    The  noble  Duke, 
I  underlland,  has  lince,  at  a  public  meeting,  retradted  that  opi- 
nion;  he  candidly  avowed,  that  fuch  once  were  his  fentiments, 
l>ut  that  more  mature  reflexion  on  the  ftate  of  the  country,  and  at<« 
tcntion  to  the  events  which  had  pafled  in  a  neighbouring  kingdom, 
tiad  induced  him  to  form  a  different  view  of  the  fubjedt.     Such  an 
avowal  on  the  part  of  the'noble  Duke  was  fair  and  manly.     But 
'"ere  His  Majefty's  Minifters  alone  to  monopolize  the  right  to  a 
change  of  fentiment  ?     Would  they  not  allow  others,  who  might 
have  found  their  proje^  to  be  wild  and  chimerical,  to  be  equally 
finccre  in  their  profcflions  of  converfion?    It  has  been  faid,    that 
thrfc  focieties  were  carried  away  by  the  example  of  France.     May. 
it  not  be  prcfumcd,  that  they  will  be  reformed  by  its  misfortunes? 

I 
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Is  it  IM  feftfei^abk  to  fuppofe>  thatr  after  the  experience  fiicj  hive 
had  of  the  calamities  which  certain  principles  have  produced  in 
Pnuice,  after  the  reprobation  which  they  hdX^  found  to  attend  anj 
attempt '  to  introduce'them  here,  and  the  impoflibQity  of  briif;ing 
tfaem  into  pra<5^ice  under  any  fliape,  thefe  focieties  may  have  for  the 
piefent  given  up  their  views  ?  I  am  now  convinced  that  the  danger 
is  much  lefs  than  was  to  he  apprehended  at  any  &»rmer  period,  and 
that  nothing  but  the  danger  which  may  arife  from  the  prolecution 
of  dcfpotic  meafures,  fuch  as  the  bill  now  fubmittcd  to  your  confi- 
deration,  can  tend  to  revive  fuch  principles  in  this  country,  llie 
honourable  gentleman  admits  the  value  of  what  is  taken  away,  but 
aigues  the  neceflity  of  giving  up  fome  part,  in  order  to  prefcrve  the 
remainder.  Upon  the  face  of  die  bufinefs,  I  contend,  that  diere 
is  no  proof  of  any  danger  having  exided.  And  I  infift  upon  this 
the  more  (Venuoufly,  becaufe  no  proof  has  been  attempted  to  be 
brought  forward.  Formerly,  when  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
thought  that  he  was  in  pofleflion  of  proof  of  which  he  could  avail 
himfelf,  he  nwved  for  a  Secret  Committee ;  had  he  been  in  poflcf- 
fion  of  the  fame  materials,  he  would  no  doubt  have  had  recourfc  to 
the  fame  meafure.  The  right  honourable  gentleman  aiks  in  idnt 
liruation  focieties  will  be  when  tiiis  bill  has  pafled  ?  It  will  only  be 
neceflfary  that  the  meetings  (faould  be  publicly  advertifed.  TTie  right 
honour(4>le  gentleman  fays,  that  the  evil  of  thefe  meetings  was, 
that  they  were  fccret  and  clandeAine.  How  far  is  this  confiftcnt 
with  the  charge  brought  againft  them,  that  their  mifchievous  ten- 
dency chiefly  refulted  from  the  imprcflion  Which  their  proceedings 
road^  upon  the  public  mind,  and  the  multitude  whom  they  bnxigbt 
together?  So  little  regard  had  they  to  concealment,  that  all  tlic 
papers  which  formed  the  materials  of  the  Report  of  the  Secret  Com- 
mittee, had  been  repeatedly  advertifed  in  every  public  paper.  Mr. 
Sheridan  here  entei^ed  into  a  particular  examination  of  the  daufesof 
the  bill.  The  firft  claufe  ena^cd,  that  no  meeting  of  above  fifty 
perfons  (hould  be  held,  except  noti9e  was  given  by  feven  houfchold- 
cfs,  of  the  intention  to  fummon  fuch  meeting.  Thus  all  journey- 
men, and  others,  who  were  not  houfcholdcrs,  were  debarred  ftom 
the  privil^e  of  holding  a  meeting,  and  of  complaining  of  any  griev- 
ance which  might  parricularly  attach  to  their  (ituation  from  theop- 
preflk>n  of  mafters,  or  the  high  price  of  rent.  At  a  time  wl]pn  it 
was  reckoned  equally  a  queftion  of  humanity  and  expediency,  liof 
to  mark^too  ftrongly  the  diftindlions  between  the  different  daffcs 
of  the  community,  was  it  cither  humane  or  advifcable,  to  deprive 
b  large  a  body  of  men  of  the  right  of  petitioning,  to  exclude  tlicm 
from  the  privilege  of  difcufiing  their  complaints,  and  the  means  of 
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demanding  rcdfefs  ?  After  this  bill  had  pafled,  diey  would  no  longer 
have  an  opportunity  of  meeting  to  difcufs  their  particular  grievances, 
or  be  able  to  exercife  their  right  of  petition. 

He  next  adverted  to  the  mode  in  wliich  notice  was  required  to  be 
given  of  the  meedng,  which  was  fo  clogged  with  embarraflmentSy 
that  no  editor  of  a  newfpaper  would  chufe  to  take  upon  himfelf  the 
rcfponfibility  of  publiihing  the  adverdfement*     As  to  the  nodce  to 
be  given  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Peace,  it  dq)ended  upon  fo  many  cir- 
cumfbncesy  that  it  was  doubtful  whether  in  any  inlbince  it  could 
take  €Bc&.     The  Clerk  of  the  Peace  might  be  abfent :  fic  was  re- 
quired to  communicate  the  nodce  to  three  Juftices,  who  might  not 
be  in  the  way  to  receive  it  within  due  time.     It  was  a  mockery  to 
pretend  to  give  to  people  the  privilege  of  holding  a  meeting,  and  to 
affix  to  that  privilege  fuch  conditions  as  did  not  at  all  depend  on  their 
own  will  and  choice.    Why  had  not  the  old  modes  of  giving  notice 
been  adopted  by  means  of  the  Common  Cryer,  or  by  an  intimation 
at  the  church  door?  Newfpapers,  in  comparifon,  were  but  nx)dern 
vdiides  of  fuch  notices.  This  remark  became  more  important  from 
4\e  confidcradon  of  what  was  the  prefent  ftate  of  the  prefs.     Mod 
of  the  country  papers  were  either  under  the  inBuende  of  the  Admi- 
niftradon,  or  at  leaft  ftrongly  infedled  with  party  prejudices.    Some 
of  tfapfe  who  conducted  them^  held  fituadons  under  Government  \ 
and  could  it  beexpefied,  that  under  thefe  drcumftances,  (heltered 
too  by  the  pretence  of  a  refponlibility,  which  they  might  not  chufe 
to  incur,,  that  they  wodd  publifli  d\e  norice  of  a  meedng  for  any 
pmpofe  which  they  had  reafon  to  fuppofe  to  be  difagreeable  to  thofe 
who  were  in  power  ?   He  contended,   that  all  thofe  reftridions 
amounted,  in  fsL&,  to  a  total  prohibidon,  and  that  it  would  have 
been  more  manly  to  have  put  an  end  to  all  public  meetings  at  once. 
But  allowing  the  meeting  to  be  held,  it  depends  on  the  difcretion  of 
a] office  to  diflblve  it  immediately,  if  he  thinks  the  matter  which 
13  propofed  improper  to  be  difcuifed.    It  may  be  faid,  that  he  is  not 
left  to  an  arbitrary  difcretion,  but  that  he  is  bound  by  prccife  and 
bed  rules.     But  how  does  diis  reafoning  apply  i     If  die  queAion 
ibr  the  confideradoh  of  the  meeting  (hould  be  the  difmii&l  of  Minif- 
ters,  the  rcftoradon  of  peace,  a  reform  in  P^liament,  or  the  re« 
gulation  of  the  public  expenditure,  may  he  not  contend  that  theft 
are  topics  very  unfit  to  be  argued  under  die  circumflances  of  the 
times,  and  which  mi^t  tend  to  excite  hatred  or  contempt  againft 
the  e(bbli(bed  Government?  But  it  was  faid,  the  Juftiee  vras  re^ 
fponfible  §or  the  eKercife  of  his  authority.     Mig^t  he  not  be  of  the 
^ine  opimon  afii  the  rig^  honourable  gendeman,  that  the  difcuflion 
of  certain  topics  at  a  particular  dme  was  unwife  and  unfeafonaUe  ) 
Vol.  Xhlll.  4  A 
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For  iiiftancc,  if  the  matter  pfoppunded  W9»^  "what  ludheen  flated 
in  petitions  rco  ^rded  on  the  journals  of  the  Houfe,  that  we.  axe  oot 
the  repicfciuativcs  of  the  people  \  that  a  great  number  arc  lent  to 
this  Houfe  by  Peers,  and  that  feats  are  openly  bought  like  ftallsfor 
cattle  at  a  fair  \  m^ht  not  the  Juftice  confciencioufly  confrder  thi& 
reprcfcntation  as  calculated  to  excite  hatred  or  contempt  agadoA  the 
e(bibli(hed  Cooflitutioa  ?  But  the  honourable  gentleman  ftated,  that 
the  Juftice  came  to  the  meeting  merely  to  watch  the  proceeding 
that  he  was  to  wait  till  he  heard  the  name  of  the  perfon  who  had  cz* 
preiled  Kimfelf  feditioufly,  and  then  what  harm  was  there  if  he 
fhould  arred  the  perfon  r  Gentlemen  feemed  to  think  that  duy  had 
gained  a  great  point,  by  having  infertcd.ia  the  bill  the  words,  wil- 
fully and  advifedly.  They  did  not  fecolled  that  this  might  afier- 
wards  be  a  fit  queilion  for  the  conlideratbn  of  a  Jury ;  it  was  pie- 
cifcly  the  circumftance  of  which  the  Magiftrate  could  not  judjge  on 
the  fpur  ot  the  moment.  Was  it  nothing  new  that  every- debate  of 
£ngli(hmen  (hould  be  watched  and  controled by  a  MagiArate!  In 
the  Riot  A(\f  the  expreflions  which  gave  to  the  MagiArate  hu  au- 
thority were  **  authorifcd»  impowcrcd  and  required."  In  the  prdcnt 
bill  MiniAers  dared  not  infert  the  word  required.  They  were  wdl 
aware  that  no  perfon  of  independent  character,  or  of  right  feelings, 
would  choofe  to  put  hcmfejlf  in  the  (ituation  of  relating  xhc  proceed- 
ings of  a  public  meeting  ;  and  in  what  a  (ituation  muft  the  pcrlbn 
be  who  is  obliged  in  the  courfe  of  fpeaking  to  examine  the  counte- 
nance of  a  Magiftratc,  to  obferve  his  nods  and  looks,  in  order  to 
difcover  to  what  degree  he  meets  his  approbation,  or  how  far  he 
may  proceed  with  fafety  to  himfeif !  Another  queftion  was,  what 
was  to  be  done  with  the  man  after  he  was  ieiied :  Mr.  Sheridan  re- 
ferred to  the  Riot  A&,  the  principles  of  whidx  lud,  in  his  ofnnion. 
been  miAaken  when  it  was  refenedto  or  quoted  as  applicable  to  the 
prefent  cafe. — Accooding  to  the  Riot  Ad,  the  perfon  who  was 
guilty  of  a  treafonable  tumult  was  found  not  only  in  the  meditation^ 
but  in  the  very  commiflionof  the  criminal  a£i.  It  was  ncceflaxy  to 
arreft  his  hands,  and  to  prevent  him  from  the  power  of  doing  far- 
ther mifchief.  But  was  there  that  exigency,  that  preflure  in  the 
prefent  cafe  which  required  a  iimilar  principle  to  be  adopted  ?  By 
this  bill  the  magi(fa:ate8  were  empowered  to  fei^e  men  wliofe  fenti* 
ments  they  (bould  diiapprove,  and  if  they  refilled,  to  command  that 
they  (hould  feparate,  under  the  penalty  of  military  execution.  But 
Mr.  Sheridan  put  the  cafe,  that  they  might  refufe  to  (eparate^  oot 
tumulruoufly  ^nd  riotoufly,  but  quietly  and  peaceably.  On  wlut 
pretext  would  the  MagiArato  then  be  able  to  enforce  the  law  i  He 
tioed  not  obferve^  that  the  Riot  A6t  was  brou^t  in  duris^  tihe  time 
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of  a  Tcbdlioni  when  danger  was  apprehended,  not  from  loofe  fo- 
eieties,  but  from  a  oonfiderable  body  of  gentlemen,  whofe  numbers 
were  fijppofed  to  amount  to  one-third,  if  not  a  larger  proportion  of 
the  country,  difrfeftcd  to  the  exifting  government,  and  difpofed  to 
bring  in  a  family,  whofe  exiftcnce  on  the  throne  had  been  found  to 
be  incompatible  with  the  rights  and  liberties  of  EngKfl\men.  Under 
dicfc  drcumftances,  it  was  impoflfible  to  view  the  provifions  of  the 
Riot  A&,  and  not  to  admire  the  merciful  temper  which  then  pre- 
vailed, in  comparifon  with  the  bloody  fpirit  which  had  dictated  the 
clauies  of  the  prefent  bill. 

Mr.  Sheridan  remarked,  that  much  had  been  faid  about  refiftance. 
He  was  obliged  to  gentlemen  for  giving  him  an  opportunity  to  give 
his  opinion  on  that  fubjeA.  If  the  bill  (hould  pafs  into  a  law, 
and  there  (hould  be  a  body  ready  to  refift,  in. what  mode  would  he 
recommend  to  them  to  oppofe  that  refiftance  ?  He  would  recom- 
mend it  to  them  to  oppofe  in  the  way  not  of  ah  a6^ive,  but  a  paflive 
refiftance.  To  meet  above  the  number  of  fifty,  to  fend  for  a  ma- 
giftrate,  and  if  they  were  ordered  to  difperlc,*  'to  f  ly  not  a  word, 
but  to  remain  together  above  an  hour.  If  men  had  no  lawful 
means  of  meeting  ;  if  they  refortcd  to  this. mode  of  afiferting  their 
ri^t ;  if  they  kept  their  feats,  would  you  fay,  that  magiftrates 
were  enthied  to  enforce  military  execution,  in  order  to  difperfe  them, 
or  to  fend  them  to  pifon  ?  If  they  faid,  we  are  flaves,  we  will 
fubmit  to  any  fate  rather  than  remain  in  this'abjeft  ftate  of  fubjec- 
tion  ;  he  put  it  to  the  hearts  and  confcienCes  of  the  Houfe,  whether 
a  jur)'  would  be  able  to  find  fuch  men  guilty  i  To  have  recourfe 
to  fuch  laws  was  the  charaflcriftic  of  a  kcblt  and  cruel  policy, 
equally  impotent  and  deteftable.  It  is  thus,  faid  Mr.  Sheridan, 
^tynu  blafpheme  and  violate  your  ftatute  boc^s  with  oppref- 
five  and  fanguinary  laws,  which  afterwards  you  dare  not  execute. 
If  this  bill  pafs  into  a  law,  gentlemen  will  be  very  flow  of  taking 
upon  them  the  office  of  magiftrate.  I  objefled  to  the  magiftrates 
rf  Wcftminftcr,  as  the  hired  and  temporary  agents  of  Minifters.— 
You  will  then  find  none  but  fuch  to  perform  the  fundlionsof  the 
magiftracy.  None  but  thofe  wlio  are  difpofed  to  rank  as  the  mere 
fervants  of  the  Crown,  and  who  think  that  the  people  have  no 
fights,  except  what  they  derive  firom  the  Throne,  wlio  arc  entirely 
Fopand  to  become  the  dependants  of  Minifters,  and  to  a6l  as  the 
tools  and  agents  of  their  policy.  Now  for  the  alternative  ;  fup« 
poGng  that  this  bill  does  not  pafs  into  a  law*— It  is  then  ftated,  tteit 
A\  thi^  focieties  will  go  on  to  imitate  the  example  of  France,  and 
to  iatroduee  a  fimilar  order  of  things  into  this  country.  The  ho- 
noonUe  gentleman^  however,  admits,  thpt  there  is  fome  difierencff 
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of  charafier  between  the  inhabitants  of  the  two  countiies ;  and  what 
do  gentlemen  fuppoTe  to  conftitute  the  diftingiuihing  cactUence  of 
a  government  ?  Not  any  advantage  refnUing  from  theoiy';  not 
any  pardcular  form  of  adminlftrationt  but  its  tendency  to  produce 
fouls  and  hearts  of  a  more  noble,  generous,  and  benevolent  tcxturr, 
than  thofe  Yrhich  are  called  forth  under  the  influence  of  a  diffcrenc 
government.  Gentlemen  feemed  to  be  afraid  that  we  (houU  on- 
dertake-the  tafk  of  vindicating  the  French  revolution.  Do  the* 
not  recollect  that  in  its  outfet  it  was  diftingutflied  by  fendments  of 
the  moil  reBned  philanthropy,  and  the  vmofk  exalted  benevolence; 
that  declarations  of  univerfal  fraternity,  and  wiflies  for  eternal  onion, 
were  fo  often  repeated,  as  to  approach  to  a  fpecies  of  cant  ?  But  it 
is  faid,  that  all  the  fubfequent  horrors  and  bloodflied  proceed  from 
.  the  influence  of  a  club.  Yes,  faid  Mr.  Shqidan,  they  pracenkd 
from  the  influence  of  a  club,  but  it  was  the  club  of  Pilnitz.  Tlur 
aflbciuted  combination  of  dcfpots  were  the  firft  promoters  of  all  thofc 
dreadful  fcencs  which  have  (ince  been  z&ed  on  the  ftageof  Fraocr. 
There  is  nothing  fo  cowardly  or  fo  cruel  as  panic.  When  the 
French  found  that  powerful  combination  formed  to  cru(b  their  riCqg 
revolution,  panic  and  terror  took  the  place  of  rcafon  and  moden- 
tion.  To  the  mild  maxims  and  equitable  principles  of  the  earlv 
.  fupporters  of  the  revolution  fucceedod  a  fyftem  of  tyrani^  and  tf- 
pinion.  Nothing  is  fo  mild  and  gentle  as  courage.  On  the  con- 
trary panic  rules  by  panic  ;  terror  governs  by  terror ;  hence  wc 
may  account  for  the  atrocities  of  the  fucceflive  tyrants  of  France, 
who  knowing  that  their  throne  was  founded  in  fear,  were  fcniible 
that  it  could  only  be  cemented  by  blood.  Mr.  Sheridan  £ud,  tiut 
from  this  example  he  gathered  two  leflbns :  Firft,  that  the  miienes 
and  the  fuflTcrings  of  France  had  not  proceeded  firom  any  cncuhtkfi 
of  opinions,  but  from  the  influence  of  a  fyftem  of  terror :  Secondly, 
that  wc  ought  not  from  obfervation  of  the  oondufi  of  Frenchmen,  to 
judge  of  the  Englifli  mind,  and  the  Engltfh  charader*  As  to  what 
our  fituation  would  be  when  the  bill  was  paflfcd,  it  would  bea  ifate 
of  the  moft  abje£l  flavery.  My  right  honourable  friend  (Mr.  Fox] 
truly  and  eloquently  ftated,  that  the  profperity  of  the  countiy  de- 
pended on  the  eneigy  and  freedom  of  the  people ;  as  our  Gxiftita- 
tion  is  fuppofed  not  to  be  fupported  by  numbers,  but  by  alL  Evety 
exertion  of  ext'Tnfive  private  benevolence,  of  great  public  utilityi 
has  been  eflS;£ted  not  by  folitary  eflforts,  but  by  great  meetiffs.— 
Thofe  great  meetings  were  a  fource  of  the  virtues  of  die  ptople,  and 
a  fccurity  for  the  prtfervation  of  the  national  chancer,  and  it  was 
efl*endal  that  they  (hould  be  maintained  in  their  freedom  and  purirf< 
An  idea  had  been  attempted  to  be  inculcated,  that  tho  bill  bad  come 
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out  of  die  committoe  materialljr  amended.-^No  Aich  thing  was  die 
cafe.     A  few  trifling  alteradons  only  had  taken  place.     Mr.  Sheri- 
dan faid,  tliat  heconfidered  himfelf  juftified  in  abdalning  ftom  all 
interference  with  the  bilU  and  propoiing  no  alterations,  becaufe  he 
confidered  die  whole  as  a  tifllie  of  abfurdity  and  folly,  of  cruelty 
and  blood  ;  it  was  all  deformity  to  the  eye,  and  corruption  to  the 
touch.     With  refped  to  the  connedlion  between  the  outrage  upoo 
His  Majefly  and  the  King-killing  pamphlet,  he  did  not  deny  that 
fuch  a  eonnexion  exifted,  but  he  afSrmed  that  had  not  been  made 
out  by  any  fort  of  proof.     He  felt  himfelf  called  upon  to  be  partiv 
cularly  eautious,  when  he  recollected  that  die  fpies  of  Minifters 
had  been  the  authors,  inftigatofs,  publifhers,  and  circulators,  of 
the  mod  grofs  and  inflammatory  compolitions,  in  order  to  fix  di0 
imputation  of  guilt  upon  others.    Mr.  Sheridan  faid,  that  he  thought, 
in  the  whole  condud  of  Minifters,  he  perceived  a  deflgn  to  repie-^ 
fent  the  feelings  of  irritation  and  indignation  in  the  public  mind,  as 
notrefulting  from  their  own  pernicious  meafuresi  or  the  misfortuiic» 
in  which  they  had  plunged  die  country,  but  as  direded  againft  a 
perfon,  who  by  the  principles  of  the  Conftitution,  cannot  err.  Thcf 
wifhed  to  point  at  that  quarter^  in  order  to  fcrecn  thcmfelves  from 
tfaofe  feelings  of  iodignadon,  which  they  were  fenfible  they  bad  fi> 
juftly  merited.     In  this  dclign  they  were  favoured  the  nature  of  the 
war  in  which  we  were  engaged.     Other  wars  had  been  undertaken 
for  obje6bconne6led  more  with  the  character,  the  commerce,  and 
tenitnry  of  the  country  ;  this  was  ftri£tly  a  war  of  Kings ;  and  un* 
der  this  idea,  the  minds  of  ralh  and  ignorant  men,  fmarting  under 
their  fuSerings,  might  be  led  to  miflake  the  proper  objefls  of  their 
refentment,  and  to  indulge  a  momentary  irritation  agatnil  the  Sove- 
reign.    This  miflake  might  the  more  readily  be  cheriflied,  as  the 
only  pretence  for  which  the  war  had  been  fo  long  carried  on,  was 
from  an  opinion  that  feenrnd  to  prevail  in  the  Cabinet,  that  a  great 
nation  could  not  have  a  truft-worthy  Government,  under  whidi  it 
could  enjoy  profperity,  or  maintain  connexions  with  other  powers, 
uniefs  it  had  a  monarch  at  its  bead.     Miniflers  might  congratulate 
diemlelves  upon  the  fuccefles  of  their  artifices  ;  the  outrage  upon 
the  Sovereign,  if  it  was  not   merely  accidental,  was  to  them  a 
pledge  of  their  fecurity.     They  had  interpofed  the  Throne  as  a 
fludd  between  themfelves  and  die  eflTedt  of  popular  fury ;  they  em* 
ployed  the  Sceptre  as  a  condofior,  in  order  to  draw  off  from  their 
own  heads  the  lightening  of  the  refentment  of  an  injured  nation. 
Mr.  Sheridan  then  adverted  to  what  Mr.  Hardinge  had  flated  ie« 
fpefiiqg  die  licence  of  the  theatres,  the  hifiory  of  which  he  explained* 
He  complimemed  Lord  Chefterfidd's'  fpeech  againft  the  bill  for 
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iiccnfTng  the  ftage^  which  he  thoi%ht  by  fiirlhe  beft  |»i}dtiAion  fail 
Lordftiip  ever  wrote  or  delivered.     He  (houldAot,  ho'wevtry  have 
noticed  this  trivia)  Incidetit  in  Mr.  Hardingc*s  atgumoitty  had  it  not 
been  for  the  perfonal  application  it  had  to  him.     The^ncif^e  ot 
fhnt  regalation  wa&  moral  and  not  political ;  in  the  latter  view  he 
could  not  conceive  who  wae  to  be  anfwerabley  the  au(iior»  a6br,  or 
manager.     -Was  Mr.  Benfley  to  be  accountable  for  the  Yeotimenti 
put  into  the  mouth  of  Pierre,  in  Venice  Prefcrvcd  ?      No  roan  in- 
deed  could  fay,  that  he  did  not  fpeak  them  deliberateljr..  The  origin 
of  rile  rcftrid\ion  was  in  order  ^o  reprcfs  indecencies  and  aboies— 
fach  as  a  man  mud  want  common  decorum  to  icttroduce.     As  a 
jproof  that  the  poiver  of  the  liccnfer  was  fome  times  abufed,  Mr. 
'Sheridan  mcnticyned  an  anecdote  refped^inghimfelf :  en  the  night 
liefove  the  fir(l  appearance  of  the  School  for  Scandal,  he  was  kifornH 
fd  that  it  could  not  be  performed,  as  a  licence  was  refilled,    h 
iiappened  at  this  time  tliere  w^as  the  fiimous  dty  contdR.  for  the 
office  of  chamberlain,  between  Wilkes  and  Hopkins.     The  latter 
4iad  been  charged  with  fome  pradtices  iimilar  to  thofe  of  Mofes  the 
f  cirj  in  londing  money  to  young  men  under  ^ge,  and  it  was  fop- 
pofed  that  the  charader  of  the  play  was  levelled  at  hrfti,  in  order 
io  injure  him  in  his  codted,  in  which  he  was  fupported  by  the 
mimfterial  intereft.     In  the  warmth  of  a  cdnteded  eledion,  the 
piece  was  reprefented  as  ft  fa<^ious  and  feditious  oppofition  to  a  coon 
candidafe.      He,  however,  went  to  Lord  Herdfofd,  then  Lord 
Chamberlain,  who  lauged  at  the  affiihr,  and  gave  the  licence.    For 
For  his  own  part,  he  deemed  a  theatr&no  fit  place  for  politics,  t»r 
would  he  think  much  of  the  principles  <x  tiftc  of  the  man  who 
flioiild  wUh  to  introduce  them  into  (tegc  repr<^ntation.     With  rcf- 
pcdl  to  the  London  ftage,  the  fa^  however  was,  that  the  plarefs 
were  conlidcred  as  the  thing's  fcrvants,  and  the  theatre  flic  Kings 
theatre  ;  and  the^  was  nothing  fo  natuml  as  that  no  pieces  flio«J<^ 
be -permitted  that  were  not  agreeable  to  His  Majcfty.     And  Covcnt 
Garden  and  Drury-lanc  were  the  only  licenfed  theatres  in  the  king- 
dom ;  none  others  were  fubjedl  to  licence  at  all — fo^at  point  of 
the  honourable  gentleman's  at^gument  fell  to  the  grooftd.   Mr.  She- 
ridan concluded  with  folcnhinly  and  ferioufly  dcclari^,  that  if  the 
Mil  paffed  into  a  law,  he  believed,  that  it  wouW  either  be  the  final 
doom  of  libertv  in  thi$  country,  or  that  k  tnof^  lead  to  thofe  dread- 
ful  fcenes  of  dillrac^lon  a*id  cornmotion  which  every  man  msO  A^' 
piccatc,  and  which  he  would  ahnoft  rather  die  thrtn  be  compelled 
to  wkncfe. 

Mr.  POWYS  faid,  that  the  only  queftion  now  to  be  coftfekw^' 
was,  whether  the  bill  vyas  fuflScient  to  'meet  die-exigency,  rflhe  oc- 
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cafion  ?  It  wim  a  diflii^gui  Aed  dhara£ter  o£  the  BritKh.  Conftitutiott^ 
that  it  could  relax  or  contradl  ita  force  as  oircumAances  required. 
The  Houfe  had  alreadjf  decided  on  the  pripciple  of  the  bill,  and 
pat  it  out  of  doubt.  The  queilion  now  was,  whether  in  its  paflage 
through  the  ComcQittce»  it  touched  farther  than  before  on  the  libertyt 
of  Ae  fttbjed.  He  alludedj  in  very  bandfome  terms,  to  the  fpecch 
lately  delivered  by  Mr.  Grant,  where  it  was  laid  down  as  an  axioip^ 
'^  that  all  law  was,  in  its  nature,  a  reftraint  on  moral  liberty^* 
And  the  d^itse  of  the  fiicrifke  muft  be  afcertiiined  by  the  ncceffluyJ 
The  monfter  now  to  be  contended  wi^»  was  fuch  as  no  age  liad 
produced^  and  for  the  deftrudion  of  which,  no  precedent  could 
didate  rules  of  conduct-  It  was  ^  monder,  which,  if  once  al-* 
bwed  to  tafie  the  blood  of  the  Conditution,  would  devour  its  vi^* 
tils*  He  fial^pdy  diat  tlKre  were  men  of  defpcratc  views,  who 
woiild  fiicrificc  every  thing  to  the  accomplifhment  of  their  purpofe, 
and  who^  in  the  purfuit' of  power,*  gared  not  how  it  was  obtained  ; 
«en  who  wo*4ld  ^^  rather  reign  in  Hell,  than  ferve  in  Heaven/* 
That  men  o£  defperate  fortunes  and  charadler  fliould  wHh  to  raife 
themfelves  on  tumult*  and  to  makp  a  wreck  for  the  fake  of  plunder, 
was  not  altogether  fo  furpriQng ;  but  if  there  (hould  be  found  men» 
to  whofe  exalted  minds  the  Houfe  looked  with  refped,  ready  to 
countenanqe  and  apologize  for  fuch  men,  it  was  much  to  be  lamented. 
A  certain  BiOiop  wa$  (aid  to  have  dedared,  that  the  people  had  no^ 
thing  to  do  with  the  laws  but  to  ojbey  them,  while  modem  demo- 
crats, on  the  contrary,  held  the  dodrine  that  they  have  every  thing 
to  do  with  the  laws  but  obey  them.  He  reprobated  Mr.  Sheridan  s 
.iprcffion  of  paflive  refiftance'— -obferving,  that  the  dodlrine  pf  the 
divine  right  of  infurrediion  had  given  place  to  the  more  novel  advice 
of  paffive  reltfiance.  He  thou^t  th4t  the  bill  ^"Jis  attended  with 
much  more  benefit  to  the  people  than  injury,  though  he  owned  that 
there  certainly  was  an  infringement  of  a  very  great  and  valuable 
privilege,  which  fliould  not  be  attempted  but  in  very  urgent  cafes^ 
fuch  as  die  prefent  emergency*  Some  cry  out,  where  will  you  flop  } 
To  which  be  anfwered,  where  the  evil  ftops.     We  were  told, 

«*  If  an  eye  offend  thee,  pluck  it  out." 

As  yet  we  were  not  driven  to  that  extremity ;  we  might  amputate  » 
lefs  precious  member.  It  was  better  to  fubmit  to  an  operation  at 
once,  than  let  it  ruri  xqjl  mortification — if  kept  from  the  vital  parts, 
the  wound  wquld  foon  heal  again.  If,  however,  the  prefent  mea- 
furei  (hould  be  found  inefBcacious,  and  they  had  fcorched  the  fnakcj 
^ndnot  killed  it,  th^  muft  recur  to  more  adequate  means.  He 
thoi^  Miniftry  rather  baftily  blamed  by  an  honourable  gentleman^ 
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(Mr.  M.  Montagu)  for  not  cxfriaimng  die  bill  at  frft  to  die  Ms- 
lie ;  in  hA^  a  bill,  when  firft  broqg^t  in,  trai  z  mere  oodinci 
'  juid  if  made  too  narrow^  could  not  well  be  enla]]ged|  though  on  dif* 
cuiCon,  it  was  regular  and  coniiftent  to  confrafi  its  operation.  It 
had  been  (aid,  that  the  bill  would  not  be  efikadous ;  he  hoped  it 
would,  but  thought  it  better  to  be  rather  under  than  a^ve  the  foli 
efied  of  any  principle,  as  Parliament  could  always  follow  op  dx 
frovifion^  if  required,  by  the  farther  exigence  of  the  cafic 

Mr.  W.  SMITH  faid,  after  the  very  able  difcufikm  upon  al- 
i&oft  all  the  parts  of  the  bill  in  quefUon^  he  (hould  certainly  take 
up  no  more  dme  than  neceflary,  in  fladng,  in  few  wosds,  liis  opi- 
lunn  upon  one  part  of  die  meafure.     He  owned,  from  the  attention 
he  had  been  able  to  pay  the  bill,  he  felt  an  apprehenfion,  thatuiv* 
kfii  die  tSc6k  of  one  claufe  could  be-dene  away,  a  vciy  impodant 
branch  of  liberal  education  would  be  cad  off.     For,  if  tb^  itferred 
to  page  8  of  the  printed  bill,    they  would  fee,  that  eveiy  boufe 
wherein  led^ures  were  pven  upon  die  laws,    the  Conftitution,  or 
the  policy  of  the  Government,  upon  the  payment  of  money,  were 
liable  to  the  operation  of  this  daufe.     [He  was  tdd,  that  fince  die 
report  from  the  Committee  this  was  done  away.]    This,  cominocd 
the  honourable  Member,  made  litde  difference  to  the  aigument, 
as  gentlemen  would  never  contend  that  peribns  fhould  not  be  in- 
ftrudled  in  the  laws  and  the  Couflitution  of  the  country;  the  pident 
proviiion  made  no  other  akeration  than  this,  that  it  was  left  now  in 
the  breaft  of  certain  magiffarates  to  determine  upon  die  fitneft  of  fucb 
fludies,  and  the  houfes  in  which  ledures,  obnnedted  widi  the  (vih 
jeA  of  politics,  .were  delivered^  would  require  to  be  liceafed.   He 
believed  this  was  not  in  the  contemplation  of  the  framersof  tbeUli, 
but  he  wifhed  it  explained,  as  it  might  produce  difagrecableooofe- 
quences  if  lefc  ambiguous.    He  corroborated  Mr.  Sheridan's  dbta- 
vations,  that  any  confiderations  of  parliamentary  reform  would  in* 
duce  the  interference  of  the  magiftiates,  whether  the  abufes  com- 
plained of  were  true  or  falfe.     He  referred  to  a  petition  for  a  re- 
form in  Parliament,  prefented  May  6,  1793  ;  it  was  read,  and 
from  its  importance  affuredly  ought  not  to  have  been  refufed.  That 
petition  contained  aflfertions,  of  which  proof  was  offered — that  that 
Houfe  was  by  no  means  an  adequate  rcprefentation,  and  that  it  was 
framed  upon  principles  detrimental  to  the  true  intereft  and  happineb 
gf  the  people.     Whether  thefc  aflTcrtions  were  true  or  falfe  was  no- 
thing to  the  argument — they  were  made,  and  proof  was  ofFcrcd"* 
but  he  was  free  to  afk,  fupp^fii^  the  prefent  bUl  had  then  been  in 
cgdftence,  would  not  a  hundred  Juftices  have  been  found  to  fiepfer- 
ff9xd  and  tcU  thofe  who  offered  proof  of  thefe  affcrtionsj  diat  diey 
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attempted  to  excite  hatred  and  contempt  for  one  branch  of  the  Le- 
giflaCuref  He  had  only  one  obfervation  farther  to  make,  and  he 
cnlj  fpoke  hypothetically.  He  {aid,  if  there  were  an  individual  , 
(Mr.  Powis)  who  by  his  own  merit  and  exertions  had  rifcn  to  con- 
Hdcrable  influence,  who  for  a  long  period  had  obferved  a  certain 
condud  and  purfucd  certain  objc£):s,  but  whofe  mental  optics  ia 
the  violence  of  a  fantaftic  alarm,  were  fo  deranged  that  all  obje6ts 
were  totally  revcrfed,  the  friends  whom  he  formerly  had  followed 
appeared  to  him  as  enemies,  and  thofe  he  once  confidered  enemies 
as  his  deareft  friends,  the  meafurcs  he  once  condemned  he  now 
fupported,  and  the  principles  he  once  maintslined  now  reprobated, 
who  infinuated  the  blacked  charges  againft  the  perfons  he  once 
efteemed,  of  which  he  knew  them  incapable,  but  which  he  enforced 
with  an  afFecicd  folemnity  of  manner,  to  conceal  their  real  abfurdity, 
fuch  individuals  whom  he  had  fligmatired,  would  agree  with  him 
that  it  was  quite  below  them  to  reply  to  fuch  nonfenfical  imputations. 

Mr.  ABBOT  faid,  that  as  the  Houfe  was  called  upon  this  night 
to  exprefs  its  final  agreement  or  difagreement  to  the  bill,'  he  fliould 
beg  leave  to  ftate,  10  a  very  (hort  compafs,  his  reafons  for  Jbc 
vote  which  he  was  abCut  to  give. 

In  deliberating  upon  this  and  every  other  important  meafurc  of  ^ 
Iqgiflation,  and  all  men  will  allbw  the  importance  of  the  prefent 
meafure,  there  are  two  diflind  grounds  of  conlideration. 

The  firft,  as  the  law  itfelf,  with  regard  to  its  principle  and 
fonn  ;  the  fecond,  as  to  the  drcumftances  attendant  upon  the  pro- 
jetted  law,  as  well  with  r^rd  to  the  afpedl  of  the  times,  as  to  the 
temper  of  the  people  for  whofe  benefit  the  law  is  brought  forward  : 
and  unlefs  both  thefe  confiderationsUead  us  to  the  fame  conclufion, 
we  ought  always  to  break  off  from  our  work  ;  the  purpofe  of  all 
legiflation  being,  that  of  producing,  not  merely  the  bed  poflible, 
but  the  bcft  practicable  laws  for  the  public  good.  If,  therefore, 
the  theoretical  advantage  of  any  projcflcd  law  is  out^wcighed  by  the 
praftical  mtfchief  of  its  application,  fuch  a  law  ought  moft  un- 
doubtedly to  be  laid  afide  :  but  if  the  law  be  in  itfelf  wife  and  falu- 
^37,  and  we  fee  upon  full  contemplation  of  the  dangers  oppofed 
to  its  execution,  that  they  are  unreal  and  unfubftantial ;  it  then 
becomes  our  facred  and  indifpcnfable  duty  to  perfift  in  atohieving  , 
the  purpofe  which  is  beneficial,  and  to  difregard  all  imaginary  fears, 
^tcvcr  forms  they  may  affume ;  anxious  only  the  more  at  fuch  a 
time  to  have  our  meafures  and  our  motives  the  nwre  fully  undcr- 
ftood  by  the  country,  to  bic  what  they  truly  are  ;  and  convinced, 
^to  when  they  (hall  be  fuflPcred  to  be  fo  underftood,  no  circum- 
Qances  of  alarm  or  averfion  will  any  longer  exift«  to  check  oc 
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counterbalanee  tho  beneficial  efFeds  of  fuch  meafuics  in  tfadr  ope- 
ration. 

As  to  the  law  at  prefent  in  debate,  k)oking  at  that  alone  in  die 
iird  place,  fairly  and  difpafConately ;  the  principle  of  it  is  inocm- 
trovertibly  good  ;  the  neceflity  of  it  is  confefTcd;  axul  the  provi- 
lionsi  by  which  it  is  propofed  to  be  enforced,  as  now  amended,  art 
fubftantially  proper  and  unobje£lionable. 

The  principle  is  cxprcflcd  in  the  very  front  and  title  of  the  bill ; 
it  is  to  pre^nt  all  fuch  meetings  and  aflfemblies  as  arc  feditious :  clus 
no  man  will  condemn.  Then,  as  to  the  necejfity  of  the  times,  and 
whether  fuch  a  principle  ought  now  to  be  carried  into  execution  by  z 
new  law,  let  us  look  at  the  fadls  before  us,  and  the  ncceffitY  arii^ 
ing  out  of  thofe  fa£ls,  and  meet  that  neceflity  by  treading  the  par- 
liamentary  courfe  of  our  anceftors. 

The  fad\s  exprefled  in  the  preamble  of  this  bill,  have  been  al« 
ready  alTumed  in  the  judgment  of  a  large  majority  of  this  Houfe  to 
benotoriouily  true  :  and  what  is  more,  their  exigence  feems  alfe  to 
be  confeffed  even  by  the  very  gentlemen  who  afFedl  to  deny  it ;  for 
in  all  thofe  ai^umcnts  by  which  they  daily  labour  to  depreciate  the 
dangers  of  the  country,  it  cannot  be  fuppofed  that  they  are  labouring 
to  calculate  the  value  and  amount  of  a  i>on-entity :  but  move  than 
this,  in  the  prefciH  flage  of  our  proceedir^s,  the  fame' fads  arc 
tedified  to  us  by  the  whole  country  at  large  ;  for  all  die  various  and 
numerous  petitions  from  all  parts  admit  the  fa£ls,  altfaotigh  diey 
draw  from  them  very  oppoHte  conclufions.  Let  us,  therefore,  who 
draw  from  thefe  materials  one  and  the  fame  conclufion,,  and  who 
agree  in  the  appearance  of  that  neceflity,  proceed  to  combat  it  ac- 
cordingly. Our  anceflors  enacted  laws  againfl  the  dangers  of  popu- 
lar aflfemblies  in  their  days,  according  to  the  guife  and  (hape  which 
thofe  dangers  then  wore.  The  Parliaments  of  Richard  II.  and 
of  Henry^I  V.  made  vigorous  laws  toreprefs  the  violent  mcetii^  which 
in  their  age  thre?tened  to  diflurb  the  public  peace.  ThcPailia* 
ment  of  Charles  II.  pafTed  a  Statute  againfl  the  like  dangm,  whiirh 
then  put  on  the  form  of  tumultuous  petidoning.  The  firft  Par- 
liament which  received  George  I.  upon  his  throne,  promulgated  a 
law  of  (Wronger  penalties  than  any  of  the  preceding,  in  proportion 
as  the  general  danger  of  popular  aflTemblics  grew  moic  prevalent. 
Let  us,  therefore,  after  their  examples,  encounter  the  fpccial  dan- 
gers of  our  own  times,  which  is  nothing  lefs  than  an  adverfc  and 
.hoflile  claim  by  fuch  aflfemblies  to  fubvert  the  whole  Conflitudon 
of  thefe  Realms  from  its  pinnacle  to  its  foundations. 

Such  being  th;  principle  which  we  adopt,  and  fuch  the  neceflity 
\ithich  we  obe}%  let  us  next  look  to  the  provijiom  contained  in  the 
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law  beferc  us.     And  although  numerous  in  their  detail,  jet  they 
arc  Aibfiantially  contained  in  two  plain  and  reafonable  meafures. 
As  to  all  aflemblies  above  fifty  perfons,  fcir  petitioning  or  debating 
on  grievances  or  matters  in  Church  or  State  ;  if  no  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant, no  Cuftos  Rotulorum,  no  Sheriff,  no  Grand  Jur)%  no 
Head  Officer  of  the  city,  borough,  or  town  to  which  they  belong, 
will  authorize  their  meeting ;  if  they  cannot  prevail  on  any  of  thefe 
knov^n  conditutional  magiftrates  of  the  country  to  convene  them  ^ 
then  all  that  we  require  is,  that  they  fliould  notify  themfclves  by 
advertifement :  and  in  like  manner  we  require  that  lc(5lures  delivered^ 
or  debates  held,  for  money,  as  a  political  trade,  fliould  alfo  become 
notljUdy  by  means  of  a  licence  :  this  notification  to  the  magijiracy^  is 
the  Jirfi  meafure  :  and  the  other  nuajure  isy  that  zvith  regard  to  allfuch 
meetings  fo  notifiedy  the  magijirate  Jball  be  enabled  to  prevent  their  become 
ing  dangerous  to  the  ft  ate  ^  by  interpcjing  his  authority,      Thefe  are  the 
fundamental  meafures  which  pervade  the  whole.    And  in  fuch  mea- 
fures, how  are  the  liberties  of  Britifli  fubjedls  injured  r   Is  it  an  in- 
jury to  any  man  to  require  that  he  fliall  fpeak  out  his  political  opinions 
in  the  face  of  day  ?   Is  it  an  injury  to  any  man  to  require  that  the 
legality  of  his  adions  (halt  be  judged  of  by  the  magiftrate  r  And  if 
this  difcretionary  power  is  complained  of,  I  would  only  aflc,  whe- 
dier  the  laws  of  all  countries,  as  well  as  our  own,  do  not  inved  the 
magHlrates  with  difcretionary  powers  ?   Does  not  every  Juftice  of 
Peace  in  this  country  receive,  at  the  fame  time  with  his  commif- 
fion,  numberlefs  volumes  of  difcretionary  powers  ;  all  of  which  he 
is  bound  to  execute  ?  But  it  is  the  charadtcriiVic  bleflTing  of  our 
Conftitution,  that  our  fafety,  even  under  this  difcretionary  power, 
i«  at  the  fame  time  moft  entirely  complete ;  by  the  conditutional 
rcdrcfs  placed  in  the  hands  of  each  fubjeft  ;  who  may,  as  we  have 
in  our  own  times  feen  it  inftanced,  render  every  order  of  magiftracy, 
from  the  Secretary  of  State  to  the  conftable,  criminally  refponfiblc 
in  his  perfon,  for  the  wilful  abufe  of  power  ;  and  civilly  refponfible 
in  damages,  for  an  excefs  of  his  authority,  even  if  that  exccfs  be 
merely  erroneous.     This  is  not  a  chimerical,  but  a  pradlical  fafe- 
guard  ;  and  by  which  any  individual  amongft  us  may  have  the  judg- 
ment of  his  impannelled  countrymen,  to-day  or  to-morrow,  againft 
any  other  individual,  whatever  be  his  rank  or  power,  by  whofe  ig- 
norance or  caprice  any  one  of  us  may  imagine  himfclf  to  be  ag* 
grieved. 

The  duration  of  this  law  is  the  only  other  provifion  of  it  wlilch 
remains  for  our  attention.  And  were  this  a  declaratory  law,  or 
ena<£>ed  a(>ain(l  any  permanent  evil,  as  that  in  the  bill  fent  to  us 
fR>m  the  Lords,  I  quite  agree  with  a  right  honourable  gentleman 
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in  his  comment  upon  tb^t  bill,  ¥^hich  be  of^fed  fo  carneftly,  diaC 
fuch  laws  fhould  be  perpetual ;  becaufe  they  are  expedient  and  tnie 
for  ever,  or  not  at  all :  but  this  being  profeiTed  as  a  remedy  far  i 
mifchief  which  is  novel  in  its  fpecies,  and  temporar}',  as  we  hc^i 
in  its  continuance,  the  duration  which  we  are  to  give  it,  ihould  be 
fuch  as  ntay  be  at  leaftfrommenfurate  with  the  exigence  of  its  ob- 
jed):,  and  no  longer :  and  fuch  is  the  very  limitation  here  adopted 

This'  clofes  our  conlidcration  upon  the  law  itfelf.  But  there  re- 
mains the  other^lialf  of  our  work,  which  I  dated  at  tbcoutfeti 
namely,  the  confideration  of  all  thofe  accompanying  ^ircumjlefues, 
which  loudly  demand  our  attention,  and  which  infift  upon  a  r^ 
to  fufpend,  and  even  to  fuperfedc^  whatever  might  be  our  prijnary 
determination. 

.Of  thcfecircumftanccs  the  forcmoft  is,  the  multitude  of  peiitisnSf 
which  flowing  in  from  all  quarters  of  the  kingdom,  have  daily  6iicd 
the  Houfe  during  our  deliberations  upon  this  bufmefs,.  Ought  wc 
to  have  advanced  forward,  in  defiance  and-  difregard  of  fuch  earndl 
remonftranccs  r  Moft  affurcdly  not.  We  ought  to  do,  what  I  tnift 
wc  have  done^  weigh  the  merits  of  allthefe  petitions  againft  the 
bill,  and  alfo  of  thofe  in  favour  of  it ;  and  to  thofe  gentlemen  who 
have  fo  done,  the  refult  will  appear  to  be  nearly  this : 

As  to  number  \  that  now,  after  three  weeks  have  dapfed  fincc 
the  printing  of  the  bill,  out  of  the  82  counties  in  "Great  Britain, 
eight  only  have  petitioned  at  all ;  four  of  them,,  namely.  Bucking- 
hamfhire,  Suffolk,  Rutlandfhire,  and  Huhtingdonfhirc,  have  peti- 
tioned for  the  bill  \  two  only,  Middlefex  and  Norlhumbcriand, 
againft  it ;  the  other  two,  Surry  and,  Hampfliire,  have  fent  us  pe- 
titions and  counter  petitions.  Almofi  all  the  great  cities  and  towns 
which  have  fpokc  out,  are  divided  in  opinion  \  fuch  are  LornkWi 
Weftminfter,  South wjirk,  Edinburgh,  Glaigpw,  Liverpool,  Man- 
chefter,  and  both  the  Newcaftlcs  :  die  remainder  of  the  contending 
lifts,  is  fwellcd  with  names  of  places,  however  refpeflable,  yet  of  infe- 
rior note ;  and  fuch  as,  which  ever  way  their  number  preponderates, 
cannot  be  conceived  to  exprefs  the  univerfal,  or  even  the  general, 
fenfc  of  the  nation^  Thcfe,  with  a  very  few  petitions  fixnn  paiti- 
ctilar  trades,  compofe  the  whole  catalogue. 

Their  quality^  hov;evcr,  is  more  important  than  their  numba: 
and  upon  this  inquiry,  the  mifrcprefcntation  from  which  many  have 
fprung,  and  the  mifconception  which  produced  others,  are  apparent 
from  their  very  contents.  Peace  is  the  prayer  alfo  of  odKrs ; 
which,  however  deiirable  an  objeA  in  itfelf,  certainly  (lands  in  no 
way  connedled  with  this  difcuflion  ;  but  the  very  mention  of  it  in* 
ferted  here  manifcftly  fhcws^  that  provided  iigriatuics  enow  couid 
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be  had,  the  particular  objefi  of  the  petitions  was  not  thought  fO 
be  fo  very  material.  There  is  one  aflertion  however  worth  remark- 
ing, as  it  rutis  almoft  univerfally  through  all  of  them  ;  and  an  af- 
fertion.  which  of  all  others  is  the  Icaft  likcW  to  be  ihe  rcfult  of  a 
competent  judgment ;  namely,  that  the  prefcnt  laws  are  already 
adequate  to  the  evil.  In  other  ad^s,  it  has  been  long  received 
as  a  clear  and  wife  maxim,  that  the  divifion  of  labour  is  the  road 
to  perfe£tion :  but  political  fciencc  and  legal  jurifprudence,  the  mod 
complex  of  all  knowledge  and  the  moft  arduous  of  all  acquirements, 
fecm  to  be  nowconiidercd  by  all  claflcs  of  men  as  requiring  no  diAin£l 
or  appropriate  labour,  and  as  being  rather  the  unfown  produce,  and  the 
natural  and  fpontaneous  growth  of  uncultivated  intelled,  or  as  de~ 
fcending  equally  upon  all  me^  by  infpiration  :  and  many,  who 
probably  never  faw  our  voluminous  Statute  Book,  boldly  pronounce 
their  judgment  in  this  initance  upon  its  various  contents  and  their 
efficacy. 

What  impreflions  then  are  we  to  receive  from  thcfe  petitions? 
and  what  condudt  are  we  to  hold  ?  We  are.  to  receive  and  hear 
dicm  ally  collectively  and  individually,  with  the  finccreft  refpcft 
and  deference :  and  although  we  (hould  not  find  in  them  any  ob- 
je£lions,  fufficiently  forcible  to  impede  our  progrefs  ;  yet  we  are 
called' upon  to  admire  the  fpirit  and  jealoufy  which  our  countrymen 
have  fo  laudably  and  honourably  difplayed,  when  they  faw  us,  even 
for  the  prefervation  and  protedion  of  their  liberties,  lay  our  hands 
upon  the  ark  in  which  thofe  liberties  are  enfhrincd  :  and  we  were 
alfo  called  upon  by  thofe  petitions,  to  enter  with  re- doubled  vigilance 
upon  the  labours  of  that  Committee,  in  which,  by  courfe  of  Par- 
liament, thefe  meafures  were  to  be  Aill  more  fully  difculVccI,  amend- 
ed, and  efFedtuated. 

At  length  the  Committee  did  enter  upon  its  labours.  Out  of 
the  tranPidions  of  that  Committee,  have  anv  new  circumftances 
arifen  which  Hiouid  leflen  our  original  dirijofltion  in  favour  of  this 
bill  ?  Some  very  new  circumAances  did  indeed  appear  there.  The 
firft  of  which,  were,  the  many  important  amendments  introduced 
into  the  bill  at  that  period.  Paflfages  were  then  ftruck  out  of  it,, 
which  had  they  remained,  I,  for  one,  fhould  have  voted  againft 
the  bill  moft  decidedly  in  every  fubfequent  fbge  of  it.  Other  paf- 
fages  were  alfo  inferred,  which  rendered  the  beneficial  daufes  more 
operative.  And  if  all  was  not  done  that  might  have  been  done» 
let  thofe  anfwer  for  it  who  defcrted  that  Committee. 

But  one  circumfbnce  above  all  others  Hruck  us  all  in  that  Com« 
mittee ;  and  the  more  fo,  as  it  was  exprcfsly  concerted  for  the  pur» 
pofe  of  (baking  our  rcfolutions.     We  faw  at  once,  a  feccfTion  of  aU 
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the  diftinguithed  talents  and  charaflers  whidi  dignify  Ae  oppoGic 
lide  of  the  Houfe  ;  who  then  rcfufed  to  the  Houfe,  and  to  the  na- 
tion at  laige,  the  benefit  of  theii;  fervices,  in  meliorating  the  law 
which  they  profeflcd  to  think  tyrannically  fcverc,  and  wlach 
ncvcrtlielefs  they  were  willing  (hould  be  left  fo  to  bind  riieir  con- 
flitucnts.  Wc  cannot  forget,  that  upon  this  occa(ion  one  hnnour- 
able  gentleman,  however,  could  not  prevail  upon  himfi^f  to  leave 
the  Houfe,  until  he  had  given  us  the  alarming  confolation  and 
profpedt  of  a  permanent  fitting  at  Copenhagen  Houfe,  contempo- 
jraneous,  if  not  co-ordinate  with  our  own  Seffion  in  Parliafnent. 
Neither  can  we  forget,  that  a  right  honourable  gendcman,  who 
ftylcs  himfelf  peculiarly  the  fervant  of  the  people,  and  wfaofe  pub- 
lic ferviccs  all  ranks  of  men  agree  in  defcribing  as  eminently  meri- 
torious and  illuftrious,  profeffed  that  the  motive  for  his  dereliction 
of  duty  upon  thit  Committee  wsls,  becaufe  he  thought  the  bill  too 
bad  to  be  amended :  and  yet,  in  the  only  inftance  where  his  vio- 
lent avcrfion  to  the  bill  prompted  him  to  point  out  a  fpecific  ob- 
jedUon,  that  objcflion  was  inftantly  followed,  and  remedied,  bf 
an  amendment.  Granting,  however,  that  his  motive  was  truly 
fuch  as  he  avows,  yet  I  believe  the  difcoveiy  has  been  rcfcrved  for 
himfelf,  that  "  to  defpair  of  the  ftate^  is  a  political  virtue."  But  if 
the  people  of  England  (hould  conceive  that  the  true  motive  fw  this 
feccflion  was  to  promote  a  party  manoeuvre,  and  f<^  the  purpofc  of 
obtaining  the  remote  contingency  of  a  poliucal  triumph  over  a  pdi- 
tical  rival,  they  will  then  demand  at  his  hands  an  account  of  every 
particle  of  lofs  fufbiincd,  and  every  diminution  of  their  rights  in- 
curred, by  this  voluntary  abandonment  of  his  poft  ;  and  they  will 
think  that,  by  thus  facrificing  their  liberties,  he  has  very  little  en- 
titled himfelf  to  the  national  gratitude. 

One  word  more.  Sir,  before  I  releafe  this  Houfe  from  the  trouble 
of  hearing  me  any  longer  ;  for  there  yet  remains  one  circumftancc 
more  ;  and  it  is  the  laft  ingredient  in  our  deliberation  ;  but  ii  is 
of  fuch  moment,  that  I  cannot  hide  it  from  my  own  fight ;  and  it 
behoves  the  country  to  look  to  it  ftcdfeftly. 

A  (hort,  but  momentoils,  queftion.  fVill  our  hrwj  if  peffidy  it 
•leyed  ?  Wc  all  know,  Sir,  that  as  an  extreme  cafe,  as  a  theoreti- 
cal propofitlon,  as  an  hypothetical  fpeculatton,  and  as  the  ultimaic 
termination  of  all  difquifitions  or  the  forms  of  cftabliflied  govcni- 
menr,  we  find  ftatcd,  as  one  mode  of  their  diilblution,  rrjijiance : 
And  happily,  Sir,  fince  the  aera  of  our  Revolution,  this  propofition 
has  been  deemed  merely  a  fpcculative  qucfiion  in  this  country.  To- 
wards the  end  of  the  laft  Scottifli  Parliament,  the  great  leader  of  Ac 
patriotic  part)-,  (Andrew  Fletcher,  of  Saltoun)  a  man  of.  an  ardent 
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fpirit,  and  who  had  himfclf  borne  arms  in  the  caufe  of  liberty,  even 

at  that  ciifis,  when  the  feverance  of  the  two  crowns  was  in  view, 

<lated  to  the  Scottilh  Parliament  what  to  me  has  ever  appeared  the 

^ifeft  maxim  upon  this  perilous  dofhine.      **  That  it  were  to  be 

tvijbed^  that  all  governments  Jbould  think  rejijiance  lawful^  andaUfub'- 

je£is  Jbould  think  it  unlawfuL*!     Even  he,  and  at  fuch  a  crifis,  would 

not  date  a  bolder  propoGtion  to  the  Parliament  of  his  country.     But 

ui  our  tiihes,  we  have  heard  more ;  we  have,  even  within  thefe 

walls,  heard  that  which  heretoibre  was  only  theoretical  now  flated 

praftically.     One  of  the  three  honourable  gcntlemeUi  who  in  the 

CQurfe  of  thefe  debates  came  forward  with  this  language,  (Mr.  Grey) 

did  on  the  very  night  following  qualify  his  firft  declarations,  and 

explain  his  meaning  to  be  (till  merely  theoretical.     And  another  of 

the  honourable  gentlemen,  (Mr.  Sheridan)  equally  uncalled  upon, 

has  this  night,  produced  alfo  his  commentary  upon  his  former  de-^ 

clarations ;  and  has  limited  his  advice  to  paflive  refinance.     Singu*- 

lar  indeed  in  this  article,  for  his  coincidence  with  another  diftin* 

guiihed  public  charadier,  (Mr.  Home  Tooke,)  who  had  already 

recommended  the  fame  idea,  and  defcribed  it  as  "  the  rcfidance  of 

the  anvil  to  the  hammer."     But  it  muft  ever  live  in  our  memory, 

for  the  words  funk' deep  into  our  minds,  that  the  right  honourable 

gentleman  whofe  words  are  (till  unexplained,  (Mr.  Fox)  did  openly 

dfidare,  ''  that  if  thefe  laws  Ihould  be  ratified  by  the  Royal  fceptre, 

and  the  people  of  England  (hould  afterwards  aik  of  him,'  what  they 

ou^t  to  do?  He  would  tell  them^  <<    //  is  no  longer  a  quejiion  of 

dutyy  it  is  no  longer  a  queJllon  of  moral  obligation  ;  it  is  a  quejiion  of  mere 

prudence  alone y  whether  you  Jhould  obey,  or  refiji"  To  that  declaration^ 

Sir,  wjs  in  a  few  hours  had  an  echo  at  our  doors  ;  the  London  Corre- 

fponding  Society  publiflied  their  manifefto  ;  and  all  but  laid  it  on 

Tour  table." 

Sir,  I  endure  the  painful  taflc  of  repeating  thefe  words,  only  to 
ground  a  reprefentation  to  that  right  honourable  gentleman  who  fo 
fpoke ;  and  I  conjure  him,  to  fpeak  out  again,  in  terms  not  ambi- 
guous, not  oracular,  but  plainly  and  didindly ;  **  fFhether  now, 
if  thefe  laws,  amended  as  they  are,  fhaU  be  paJJ'ed,  he  will  again  repeat 
hisjignal  to  the  inquiring  people  of  England,  and  bid  them  unfurl  the 
fiandard  of  rebellion  ? 

It  is  mod  highly  important  to  the  country  that  this  qucllion 
(hould  be  now  anfwered.  Not  that  I  think  we  (hould  be  driven 
by  any  dread  of  its  confequences,  whatever  they  may  be,  from  the 
<fifcharge  of  our  duty  ;  but  the  prevention  of  thofe  very  confequences 
would,  in  the  judgement  of  moft  men,  render  thefe  bills  (Uli  more 
neceflary. 

C 
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Mr.  ,FOX  xfaid»  he  was  called  upon  iii  a  very  polite  and  civ3, 
but  at  tlie  fame  time  in  a  very  unparliamentan'  manner  in  that  Houfe 
to  account  for  his  cqpdudt.  The  honourable  gentleman  might  have 
taken  notice  of  the  whole  that  he  had  fatd  on  a  former  nig^t.  He 
would  then  have  afibrded  him  an  opportunity  of  reflating  his  words 
if  tlicy  had  been  mifconceived  ;  upon  all  this  he  had  no  particular 
complaint  to  make  ;  he  (hould  only  fay>  tiiat^he  pradice  of  attack- 
ing a  Member  of  Parliament  for  what  he  faid  on  former  occafions, 
in  this  general  manner,  was  wholly  new  in  the  courfe  <^  paiiiamcn- 
tary  debates.  Tliat  any  individual  Member,  for  he  made  a  dif- 
ference between  fuch  a  charafiter,  and  a  Member  of  His  Majefly's 
Council,  (hould  be  thus  called  to  account,  was  very  extfaordtnary, 
and  what  the  honourable  gentleman,  when  he  had  taken  more  pains 
to  become  acquainted  with  the  ubg^  of  the  Hq^fe,  whatever  abili- 
ties he  might  difplay  in  the  fpeech,  and  however  politely  he  mi^t 
condu6t  himfelf,  would  not  frequently 'pra6lice«  Indeed  there  was 
hardly  any  part  of  the  fpeech  of  that  honourable  gendetnan,  which 
in  former  times  would  have  been  fuiFered  to  be  delivered  in  that 
Houfe.  He  wiOied  to  know  whether  it  would  be  of  advanta^  to 
the  proceedings  of  that  Houfe  that  the  fentimcnts  of  every  individoal, 
and  every  part  of  his  parlbmentary  condud,  (hould  be  the  fubgeds 
of  particular  debates  in  that  Houfe,  unlefs  part  of  diat  condu<3  was 
fuch  as  called  for  the  particular  cognizance  of  the  Houfe  i  He  knew 
there  was  a  fpecies  of  artifice,  of  which  he  did  not  accufc  the  bo> 
nourable  gentleman,  to  call  on  individuals  on  advanced  fhgesof  de- 
bates upon  a  billy  to  explain  what  they  had  formerly  faid,  and  this 
was  done  with  a  view  of  making  it  impoflible  to  have  a  fair  debate. 
This  he  had  experienced  more  than  once,  but  he  hoped  he  poUeflcd 
a  temper  that  ^as  not  to  be  difcompofcd  by  fuch  an  artifice,  and  at 
the  fame  time  not  to  be  damped  by  any  fpecies  of  catechifro.  The 
honourable  gentleman  afkcd  him  quedions  with  regard,  not  only  to 
exprcffions  which  he  had  ufcd  on  a  former  debate,  but  alfo  with  re- 
gard to  his  former  conduf^,  and  he  feemed  to  think  he  had  a  r^c 
to  know  why  he  did  not  attend  the  Committee  on'the  prefent  bill—' 
He  thought  he  had  told  that  honourable  gentleman  and  the  Houfe 
already  his  reafon  for  his  non-attendance.  He  would  repeat  it.  It 
was  becaufe  the  principle  of  the  bill  was  fo  detellable,  fo  radically 
vicious,  and  fo  dangerous  to  the  Coni^itution  of  this  country,  Aat 
he  believed  it  to  be  impoflible  to  amend  it  to  any^good  purpofe.  He 
did  not  wifh  to  gild  a  pill  which  contained  in  its  eflcnce  fudi  a 
noxbu^  medicine.  He  wifiied  to  fpeak  plainly  upon  fuch  a  fubjoft, 
and  he  fcorned  to  defend  himfelf  by  any  fpecies  of  garbled  explanadon. 
Hft  believed  that  he  was  not  Angular,  nor  were  thofe  with  whom 
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he  2&ed  fingular,  in-abibdning  from  the  Gimmittee  upon  this  bill. 
He  woidd  aflc  gentlemen  who  were  fo  forward  to  put  queftions  to  , 
him  upon  this  occafion ;  nay,  he  would  alk  thofe  who  were  the 
mod  forward  to  countenance  the  pradiccj  but  who  did  not  choofe 
to  come  forward  themfelves  with  fuch  catechifmsi  whether  they  did 
or  did  not  attend  the  Committee  on  the  India  bill,  which  he  brought 
forward  in  that  Houfe  ?  Whether  they  had  attempted  in  a  Commit* 
tee  to  gain  fomething  in  that  bill  for  the  Eaft-India  Company  ?  It 
was  well  known  they  declined  altogether  to  attend  that  Committee* 
Why  ?  They  dated,  that  they  conceived  the  principle  of  the  bill 
(whether  right  or  wrong,  was  anodier  queftion)  to  be  fo  bad,  that 
they  would  not  endeavour  to  amend  it  in  the  Committee*  Let  him 
a(k  the  ri^t  honourable  gentleman,  and  the  majority  of  that  Houfe, 
who  feemed  to  have  forgotten  the  condud  of  the  Miniver  and  his 
adherents  upon  that  occafion,  whether  diey  would  not  then  have 
blamed  him  if  he  had  aiked  them  whether  they  did  not  think  that 
their  country  would  r^ard  them  as  a£ling  widx  partiality  i  But  he 
never  thought  of  cenfuring  the  right  honourable  goitleman  for  his         ' 
Gondu6t  on  that  occafion,  or  of  inquiring  into  the  grounds  of  his  fe* 
cetTion.     He  put  it  to  the  candour  of  the  Houfe,  if  it  was  worthy 
of  the  diaiafler  of  gentlemen,  or  if  they  fuppofed  that  the  country 
would  really  oonfider  thofe  as  honed  men,  who  attacked  the  fame 
meafure  in  pne  man,  which  they  applauded  in  another,  merely  be- 
caufc  he  had  the  influence  of  the  Crown  at  his  back,  and  becaufe  he 
had  places  and  penfions  and  peerages  to  bcdow?     In  his  own  opi- 
nion, fuch  a  condu<9:  reflected  as  little  credit  on  their  honedy  as  pa- 
triots, as  on  their  underdandings  as  men.     He  knew  the  honour- 
able gentleman  to  whom  be  alluded  to  be  verfed  in  the  proceedings 
of  IWliament,  and  with  the  knowledge  which  he  poffefled  he  cer** 
taioly  could  not  be  ignoraiit  that  at  one  time  there  was  a  regulation 
that  no  one  who  difapproved  of  the  principle  (hould  attend  on  the 
commitment  of  a  bill.     Of  this  regulation  in  ordinary  t^es,  he 
could  not  a]^n)ve,  as  a  bill  mig^t  fometimes  be  amended,  in  its 
provifions,  even  by  thofe  who  did  not  agree  widi  its  principle.     To 
Ac  other  quedion  in  the  catechifm  Mr.  Fox  had  no  obje£tions  ta 
make  as  ingenuous  replies  as  he  had  done  la  that  which  dood  firft 
in  the  catalogue.     He  never  dated  an  opinion  which,  if  be  dilap^ 
proved,  he  was  not  willing  to  retraA,  nor  adhered  to  an  affeitioa 
^ich  be  would  not  have  the  bddnefs  ^  repeat.   What  he  had  fai4 
on  the  fubjed  of  refidance,  had  been  groGdy  mifrcprefented  by  the 
bonourable  gentleman ;  for,  Mr.  Fox  contended,  that  negfcding 
to  mention  the  qualifications  that  accompanied  his  aflfertion,  was  as 
Audi  a  mifieprefentttion  as  a  midatemeot  of  the  words.    He  never 
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faid  any-thing  upon  this  topiCi  whfeh  he  ^s  not  prepared  todefetid'; 
and  what  he  had  aflerted  firom.the.conviclion  of  principle,  he  would 
fcorn  to  cxphiniiwaf  from  any  motive  of  caution.  To  what* did 
the  honourable  gentleman  objc<£t  in  his  declariation  ?  Was  it  to  the 
dodrinc  itfrlF,  or  to  the  appKcdtion  of  the  ftatement  which  he  meant 
to  exprefs?'  Thefc  "if  crc  the  points  which  every  man  ought  to  have 
examined,  arid  which  his  political  aflailant  ought  to  have  come, pre- 
pared to  difcufs.  With  refpe(3  to  the  do<5lrine,  he  exprefsly  de* 
clared",  that  in  his  opinion  not  only  the  King  may  excite  the  people 
to  rcfiftancc^— *thar  not  only  the  Lords  may  excite  the  people  to  re- 
finance"—thfit  rtot  only  the  HoUfe  of  Commoris  may  excite  the  peo- 
ple to- rc(rftance — and  ^that  not 'only  His  Majefty's  Minifiers  may 
cxciteHhe  people  to  refiftdhcc — but.  that  the  mcafurcs  of  the  three 
branches  'of  thc'Lcgiflature  may  juftify  the  people  in  rcfiftii^  the 
Govenrment.-''  The  doftrine  he  had  been  taught  not  only  by  Syd- 
ney arid  Locke,  but  bv  Sii*  Georp^c  Savillc*,  and  the  late  Earl  of 
Chatham/  And  if  thefc  authorities  would  ^lot  fufficc,  he  would 
refer  the  Houfe  to  ti  fcrmon  upon  the  fubjcjl,  preached  by  Dr.  Wat- 
fon,  die  prefent  Bifhop  of  LlandafF,  which,  in  his  opinion,  was 
replete  with*manly  fcnfc  and  accurate  reafoning,  upon  that  delicate 
but  important  fubjc(fl.  Could  he  hcfitdte  for  a  moment,  to  doubt 
of  that  inconteftibtc  right  which  the  people  pofrcifcd,  to.  reftft  op- 
preflion,  and  to  puniih  their  opprcffors,  he 'would  confidcr  himfelf 
as  a  Britifh  Have,  and  not  as  a  free-born  fubjeft  of  Great  Britain  ^ 
What  i' would  they  pretend  that  th^rc  was  an  Infallibility  in  die 
Govcrhmcnt,  to  exempt  it  from  fcrutlny,  .or  that  it  poflcflcd  an 
omnipotcnc<*  which  defied  control  ?  Were  tlic  old  exploded  dogmas 
of  the  "Stuarts  and  their  partisans  to  be  revived  at  this  enlightened 
period -of  the  world ;  and  were'  the  opinions  of  tlic  moft  eminent 
philofo^ers  and  politicians  which  tlic. country  had  produced,  to  be 
contravened  by  the  fpecufative  alarmif^s  of  the  prefent  day  ?  He 
Jioped  that  fherc  was  none  in^thc  I^dufe  wlio  would  fo  grofsly  abufc 
the  gifts  of  Providence,  as  to  put  hiinfclf  on  a,  level  with  the  nioLt 
fervile  and- degenerate  race  of  mankind,'  by  denying  a  do<Slrine  which 
had  bcw  held  by  the  wife  arid  good  6f  ever)^  age.  So  much  tiien  tor 
the  doiftrine.  •'  With  refpe^St  to  the  application  of  it,  he  would  meet 
the  hotiotiriable  gentleman' t^ritlic' ground  froni  which  he  fetout, 
namcl)^;^'i!hat&ll*<jovernrricnts  ought  to-  cohfider  the  doflrincas 
lawful,-  lind  that  *byth^  fubjefl!,  it  oiight  to  be  confidcred  as  un- 
lawful.i  Without;  qucflionifi^  tiic*jufliceof  the  aphorifm,  let  him 
confidet^  faid  NTt.  Fbx;  that  if  this 'maxim  be  juft,  that  I  wasfpcak- 
ing,  noif-to*  the  g(n'erncd,  but  to  the  goveniors,  and  that  I  was  im- 
ploring them,   not  xh^  people,  to" confidcr  the  right  which  the  fub- 
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jcds  oif  Great  Britain  enjoyed  of  rcpclling'TJ^ranny  by  force  ;  and 
when  he  has  confidered  this,  let  him  not  direflly  mifrcprcfent  my 
words.  Indeed  from  the  difpofition  which  the  honourable  gentle- 
man had  (hewn  for  mifrcprcfcntation,  he  was  not  much.furprifcd 
that  he  had  (hared  the  fate  of  all  whom  he  had  condefcended  to  no- 
tice. '  Even  his  honourable  friend  (Mr.  Sheridan)  who  had  fpoken 
in  the  courfe  of  this  evening,  had  been  rcprcfentcd  as* recommend- 
ing a  paflive  refiftance,  whereas  it  was  frcfli  in  the  recoUedlion.  of 
every  one,  that  he  had  only  given  the  preference  to  that  kind  of  re- 
fiftance, on  the  fuppofition,  that  refiftance  in  fome  (hapc  was  deter- 
mined upon.  But  after  inflifting  the  moft  cruel  wounds  upon  the 
Conftitution,  the  only  refource  which  was  Jeft  them,  was  to  cover 
their  conduft  by  mifreprefenration,  and  of  this  refource,  he  allowed, 
that  thcv  availed  themfelves  in  its  utmoft  latitude.  He  was  not  a 
corred  mcafufcr  of  words  ;  but  at  the  fame  time,  when  his  mean- 
ing  depended  upon  the  precife  exprcflions  which  he  employed,  he 
did  not  chufe  that  his  words  fhould  be  mifreprefented,  or  what  was 
the  feme  thing,  partially  given.  * 

The  honourable  gentleman  had  ftated,  that  on  a  former  evening, 
he  had  (hortly  faid,  that  if  the  prefent  bill  ftiould  pafs  into  lavf, 
refiftance  would  no  longer  be  a  queftion  of  duty  but  of  prudence. 
This  he  certainly  faid,  but  he  would  have  it  recolle6led  that  he  faid 
a  good  deal  more.     His  exprcflions  were,  that  if  the  bill  now  be- 
fore the  Houfe  fhould  pafs  into  a  law,  contrary  to  the  fenfe  and  opi- 
nion of  a  great  majority  of  the  nation,  and  if  the  law,  after  it  was 
paiTed,  ftiould  be  executed  according  to  the  rigorous  provifions  of  • 
the  aft,  then,  in   that  cafe,  refiftance  would  not  be  a  queftion  of 
duty  but  of  prudence.     Thefe  were  the  words  which  he  had  ufed,  » 
and  from  which  he  would  not  now  depart.     And  if  the  general  doc- 
trine was  admitted  to  be  true,  and   if  it  was  the  opinion  of  the 
country,  that  the  bill  was  a  dircdt  invafion  of  the  rights  of  the  fub- 
jcft,  and  a  daring  attempt  to  fubvcrt  the  Conftitution,  the  appli- 
cation of  the  doflrine  could  not  be  faife.     The  nature  and  tenden- 
cy of  the  bill  was  the  point  at  iflfuc  between  him  and  the  honourable 
genficman  ;  and  upon  this  point  the  Houfe  was  now  called  upon 
10  decide.     He  had  laboured  to  prove  that  it  not  only  ftruck  at  the 
out-works  and  bulwark  of  the  Conftitution,  but  that  it  ftruck  the 
very  vitals,  and  went  fo  undermine  the  pillars  upon  which  tlie  fa- 
bric raffed.  •   This  he  ^ad  rK)t  only  ftated  as  an  opinion,  but  he  had 
argijcci'it'in  different  (bgcs  of  the  bill,  and  thoqgh  he  had  not  bcci^ 
fo  fortunate^ as  to  convince  the  Houfe,  it  was  neither  arrogance  nor 
prefumption  in  hiitt  to  affirm,  that  his  arguments  were  completely 
fttisfafibory  to  himfclf,  and  that  they  never  had  been  anfwcrcd. 


S64  PARtlAMENTARY  [Commoks. 

And  if  the  Houfe  confented  to  any  bill,  die  real  cScA  of  ^ch 
was  to  ^ve  a  mortal  (tab  to  the  Conftitution  ;  he  could  not  under- 
hand how  any  man  could  denv^  that  rtflftance  on  the  part  of  the 
people  involved  only  a  queition  of  prudence,  and  not  of  duty,  if  it 
was  at  all  their  province  to  guard  it  from  dai^er,  or  to  repd  the 
afTailant.    The  honourable  gentleman,  however,  was  not  comcm 

'  with  imputing  to  him  the  decifion  on  the  queition  of  rig^t,  he  iiio 
thought  iit  to  make  him  decide  upon  the  queilion  of  pnidencc,  2 
queftion  oh  which  he  had  left  the  people  entirely  to  determine  fur 
tfiemfelves.  He  never  had  recommended  forcible  refiilanoe  ;  on 
the  contrary,  he  agreed  with  the  maxim — imquijftmam  pacemjujlij' 

fimo  bello  anteferendam.     There  was  a  wide  difFcrence  between  im^ 
ral  guilt  and  political  imprudence.     When  a  confpiracy  exitred  xo 
repeal  the  bill  of  rights,  td  dcftroy  the   Con(Vitution,  to  rob  the 
fubjed  of  his  beQ  and  deareft  privileges,  and  to  degrade  and  debafe 
the  charadicr  of  Englifhmen ;  and  when  there  were   fudi  oven 
a£}s  as  the  bills  now  propofed  to  be  paiTed  into  laws,  in  pitxxf  ci 
the  exiftence  of  fuch  a  confpiracy ;  the  law  might  condemn,  aixi 
prudence  might  condemn  a  violent  refinance  on  the  part  oi  (be 
people,  but  it  would  not  be  eafy  to  convince  him,  that  any  nKxal 
guilt  would  attach  on  fuch  a  meafure.     The  honourable  gendeman 
had  been  pleafed  to  accufehim  roundly  for  fentiments  which  be  had  ut- 
tered on  a  former  night,  and  which  he  now  repeated.     He  would 
afk  that  honourable  gentleman  if  he  approved  of  the  name  of  Syd- 
ney and  of  Rufrell  ?  Were  they  dear  to  that  honourable  gendeman  ? 
Dear  to  me  they  are,  faid  Mr.  Fox,  dear  is  their  very  name,  dear 
to  this  country  are  the  defcer\dants  of  the  illudrious  Ruflcll.     I  fee 
the  fpirit  of  that  great  man  this  day  animating  his  dekendaot :  I 
fee  a  man  of  high  rank,  fplendid  talents,  and  patriotic  fpirit,  emo- 
lating  the  virtue  of  his  anceftor :   I  admire  his  principles :  they  a- 
dom  his  character,  and  I  hope  he  will  be  rewarded  with  gloiy*    1 
fay  he  emulates  the  virtuous  principles  of  his  anceftor — perhaps, 
fome  people  in  this  country  wifli  he  may  (hare  his  fete  ;  I  have  no 

,  fuch  wi(h ;  but  I  have  hopes  when  I  fee  the  defcendant  of  the  il- 
luftrious  Ruffell  poffefs  the  fpirit,  the  patriotifm,  the  fortitude  and 
perfeverance  of  his  anceftor,  that  he  will  be  rewarded  in  like  man- 
ner by  the  aflfeftions  of  an  admiring  people.  But  why  did  the  peo- 
ple of  England  admire  the  great  charaders  of  RuflHl  and  Sydncf  J 
Was  it  becaufe  they  were  unjuftly  condemned  ?  Certainly  thg  were 
unjuftly  condemned,  for  they  were  condemned  ill^Uy,  on  defec- 
tive evidence,  and  contrary  to  law.  But^  althoiigh  they  were  thus 
condemned,  was  there  a  man  this  day  who  had  read  thdr  biiW 
who  did  not  believe  they  had  in  contemplation  a  refiftaiKe  to  the 
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prince  then  upon  the  throne  ?  Why  did  we  admire  them  then  ? 
The  iirople  injuftice  of  their  execution  could  have  reflected  difgnce 
only  upon  their  accufers,  and  their  judges :  it  might  have  tended 
to  excite  the  feeling  of  compaflTion  for  thofe  who  had   fallen  a 
facrifice  to  a  fpirit  of  vindiftlve  cruelty/  but  not  to  roufe  thofe  fen- 
timcnts  of  refpcA  and  veneration  .which  filled  every  bofoih  when 
thefe  names  were  mentioned.  ^  No-— it  was  becaufe  we  knew  they 
had  that  re(i(bnce  in  contemplationi  that  they  were  determined  to 
refill  principles  whi9h  then  prevailed,  principles  which  were  odious 
to  the  people  of  this  country,  much  too  nearly  refcmbling  fome 
modem  dodlrines  among  ourfelves :  they  found  the  law  infufficient» 
and  they  endeavoured  to  bring  about  a  Revolution  favourable  to  the 
liberties  and  ri^ts  of  Englifhmen  ;  and  if  this  be  the  cafe,  the 
queftion  was  l^ill  nothing  but  a  queftion  of  the  application  of  the 
fame  principle.     Thefe  were  the  reafons  why  we  admired  the  cha- 
radlers  of  thefe  great  men>  and  admired  they  would  be  while  a 
fpark  of  liberty  aniniated  the  bofom  of  an  Englifbman^     Thefe 
were  his  fentiments,  he  would  maintain  them  to  the  hour  of  his 
death.     If  others,  who  heard  him,  did  not  approve  of  them,  let 
them  take  what  arts  they  pleafed  to  blacken  him  in  the  opinion  of 
his  countrymen,  he  would  ftill  perfeverc,  for  he  knew  he  had  pro- 
nounced principles   independent   of  which   his  prefcnt   Maje% 
never  could  have  been  placed  upon  the  throne  of  thefe  kingdoms.    ' 
He  wifhed  it  again  to  be  underflood,  that  he  did  not  mean  to 
fiielter  htmfelf  under  the  authority  of  names,  for  he  fpoke  for  him- 
felf ;  but  he  could  not  here  help  referring  to  the  venerable  Earl  of 
Chatham's  fpeech  on  the  American  war.     That  great  (faitefman 
had  (aid,  that  he  rejoiced  the  Americans  had  refifted.     A  noble  - 
fentiment ;  and  although  he  differed  on  other  points  from  that  illuf- 
trious  man,  he  would  fay»  that  in  that  event  he  rejoiced  alio ;  for, 
confidering  the  point  which  was  then  at  iffue  between  America  and 
this  country,  he  had  rather  that  America  (hould  be  independent  of 
Great  Britain,  than  that,  by  the  meannefs  of  her  fervitude,  (he 
(hould  have  infected  this  country  with  the  bafenefs  of  her  own 
(lavery.     Upon  that  occafion  Lord  Chatham  had  faid,  in  his  own 
peculiarly  emphatic  ftrain,  rather  than  diat  davery  (hould  be  eibi- 
blifhed,  let  difcord  reign  forever,  and  that  old  as  he  w;^,  he  wi(h- 
ed  to  (ee  die  queftion  tried  between  Government  and  the  people* 
The  phrafe  was,  perhaps,  a  little  harfh,  but  the  principle  was  ex- 
cellent.    He  was  fure  he  had  heard  fimilar  fenriments  from  the 
late  Sir  George  Savile.     But,  after  all,  he  would  b^  leave  to  (ay, 
that  of  all  die  attack^  to  which  he  knew  he  was  expoled,  there  was 
but  one  he  feared,  that  of  incurring  the  contempt  of  puiillani- 
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friity.     lie  muft,  "therefore,  again  fay  that,  from  the  difpofition 
his  mind,  and  from  the  principles  he  had  uniformly  n^aiitfairird  . 

that  Houfc  and'  out  of  it,  he  Ihould  be  a  fool  if  he  did  not  btliev 

• 

thefe  principles  to  be  true,  and  a  coward  if  he  did  not  profcTs  then . 
Mr.  Fox  then  adverted  to  another  article  of  charge,  ^hich  hadbcr 
bfought  againft  him ;  namely,  withdrawing  from  the   Cornioitt:.' 
on  the  bill.      The  motive  which  had  been  afcribcd  to  thiftpnx:eij- 
ing  was  very  extraordinary  indeed.     For  how  the  honourable  grc- 
tleman  could  make  out,  that  he  had  obtained  a  ^iriumph  over  ru 
rival  by  withdrawing  from  the  Committee,  he  could  not  conccii:. 
Had  he  attended,  and  perfuaded  the  Houfe  to  alter  fomc  of  u^ 
nioft  obnoxious  claufes,  then  with  fome  juftice,  perhaps,  he  mi^.'-f 
hive  got  the  credit  of  a  triumph  ;  but  it  was  not  the  firft  timcb: 
had  ever  heard  that  to  abfent  one's  felf  from  a  •  debate  was  fhe  w^;. 
to  obtain  a  vidlorj'.      But  when  he  attributed  his  conduct  ob  liut 
occafion  partly  to  another  motive,  which  was, .  that  the  |)ilJ  imffit 
go  into  the  country  with  all  its  faylts  upon  its  head,  the  (oppc^iu^*^ 
v^as^  not  fo  incorreft,and,  as  far  as  imputed^^ crime,  he  would  pfeai 
guilty  to  the  charge.     He  confeiTed  that  he  wilhed  the  bill  tog.. 
abroad  in  its  native  deformity,  as  it  w^s  impoffible  Cor  any  voxxA- 
mcnt  to  render  it  worthy  of  retaining  a  place  in  the  (Utute  books  ot 

•  the  kingdom.     On  the  different  claufes  of  the;  bill  hewouJrf.Rt 
cnt^r  much  at  toge,  after  the  eloquent  and  irrefiitiblc  fpcech  »4iich 

:  had  been  delivered  by  his  honourable  frierid^  po  argum^nf  of  *iiich 
had  ever  been  touched.  There  was  only  one  or  v^o  pointaon  which 
he  wifhed  to  make  a/ew  remarks.  It  had  been  contended  by  a  lam- 
ed gentleman  (Mr.  Hairdinge),  that  not  only  locctings  which  wtr: 
really  dangerous  ought  to  be  ftopt,  but  that  all  meetings  wiiatevfr. 
whether  the  debates  were  inflammatory  or  argumentative,  oug^  '" 
come  within  the  operation  of  the  bill.  He  faw  that  it  wasimp-iTi- 
hle  accuratciy  to  draw  the  limits  bct\Vccn  onefpeech  that  vsuo^^ 
ly  argumentivc,  and  another  n^hich  migh^  contain  fome  appeals  to 
the  pafiions,  and  therefore  he  wifely  confounded  all  thofc  triSinu 
diftinflions,  and  brought  both  within  the  reach  ofthc.law.  -  Kr 
inftance,  were  he,  in  a  public  meeting,  to  ftate  cooly  and  difpofiwi^'^' 
ly,  tht  inadequacy  of  our  rcprefentation,  and  the  difpiopoi3ion:te 
influence  of  Old  Sdrum,  to  fiime  large  and  populous  toamsj  i') 
^hoofing  thcif  reprcfcntativcs,  he  might  be  taken  up  for  fcdirion,  ^ 
juOiceor  magfftrate  miglit  'dilTolve  the  rpe^-ting,  and  on  their  refuiifij; 
to  difpcrfc,  he  might  call  in  the  milltaK'  to  murder  them.  Wiiii 
iBcfpea  to  the  condufl  of  ^^giftratcs,  *  he  had  Iktle  to  a^id  tQ  iwal 
had  been  faid  by  his  honourable  friend.  He  had  receive^  akttcr, 
however, .  this  day,  frdm  a  moft  rcfpeclablc  magiflrate,  who  bold 
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at  office  much  to  his  honour,,  and  the  benefit  of  the  pisice  in  Mrhich  - 
I  rcfi(fcs>  iti  wMch  he'cxpreflTes  his  terror  at  thqfc  bills..    In  former  ■ 
ftaftccs,  men  of  different  political  principles  have  held  the  offices 
magiftrates  together,  and  forgetting  all  private  opinions-son  poltr 
:5,have  united  in  confulting  the  intercfts  of  the  poor,  apd  in  focnvt 
g  jdans  for  their  relief ;'  Vhereas  now  they  will  be  forced  to  dc- 
Tt  fnwn  their  tii^il  capacities  to  decide  controyei:fies  bctwean  Mr. 
jrkeand  Mr.  Paine.      In  (hort,  it  would  be  Amply  impoflible  for 
•0  men  differing  in  their  ppHtical  fentiments  to  be  in  the  faroc  . 
agiftfacy.  •  *  Mr.  Fox  remarked,,  that  in  this,  as  well  as  in  all  the  - 
cccding  debates, '  the  preamble  of  the  bill  was  taken  as  a  proof  of 
e  objcd'ol*  it.   •  That^was  a  curious  way  of  taking  a  point  for'  - 
anted';  if'  iievdr  'eould  be  taken  as  a  thing  of  ^courfe  true,  and  he 
J  not  belidv^  it  ib  be ,  true  in  this  inftance.     The  preatpble  of 
is  bill  talk^  o£fediti6us  meetings.     A  learned  gentleman  had 
i,  thai  a«i  to  the  intention  of  thcle  meetings,  he  had  eyaded  the 
clViiKi. .    That  learned  gentleman  had  afkcd  \yhat  tbcfc  fpcieties 
?  ?  •  A  '  pretty  comprchcnfivc  phrafe :  Correfponding  and  other 
ieties.     He  had  "feid  thkli.on  a  former  occafion,  fome  of  .them 
.'ant  one  thing,''and  fome  another.     The  learned  gentleman  had 
d  that  was  Scrub  s  anfwcr.     He  really  did  nojt  car©  whether  it 
15  Scrub's  anfwcr,  or  the  anfvver  of  any  other  pcrfon,  for.it  ap- 
ircd.tt)  him  to  be  the  only  good,  anfwer  which  a  man  of  common  . 
ife  codldtfiake.    Wherclhere  are  a  grcat'number  of  men,  there 
ift  of  c^Mffe  be  a  variety  tif  fentiments  \  and  upon  this  he  muft 
if  to  the  obftfrvations  already  made  by  his  honourable. friend  (Mr. 
eridan).     The  general  principle  of  every  focicty  ^e  .took  to  be 
It  which  itprofeffed.      It  had  been  faid  that  Thelwall  had  lately 
■omt  mord'  moderate, ^' and  that  his  moderation  proceeded  from 
TOT  of  the  'ftrong  meafures  now  threatening  to  be  adopted.     He 
lid  not  fpeak  to  the  fa6l ;  but  if  it  was  as  had  been  reprcfented,  ^ 
rather  ft^pofcdthat  art/ improvement  in  moderation  had  been 
ing  to  the  profecutions  being  fufpended  by  the  Attorney  General, 
r  he  %'ai  convinced  that  lenient  meafures  would  be  more  effedlual 
n  violent  fteps,  in  fubduing  thofe  who  were  difaffedled  to  Govern- 
nt.     Mr.  Fox  denied  that  there  was  any  ground  for  the  calum- 
Us  allegations  advanced  againft  tlie  meeting  at  Copenhagen  Houfe. 
ic  meeting  had  affembled  in  a  legal  and  conf^itutiopal  manner, 
tlie  tegal  and  conftitutional  obje£l  of  petitioning ;  but  if  there  were 
Iw  indtviduah  ihtcht  upon  defpcrate  defignsj  that  was  no  reafon 
throwing  out  a*  general  afperfion  againft  the  whole  body.     In 
at  mfeetings  he  always  conceived  too  that  their  oftenfible  objedl 
s  their  real  objeft,  bccaufe.  it  was  impoflible  to  bring  twenty  or 
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thirty   thoufand  people  to  pni6lice  diffimulation  tn  atiifiHi. ,  He 
would  a(k  any  gentleman  to  (hew  him  the  probability  there  was  of 
any  perfon  holding  forth,  in  a  very  laige  popular  afiemblyy  any 
dodtrine  that  was  not  agreeable  to  die  real  feelings  of  die  mafs  of 
that  fociety  ?     He  would  afk  any  gentleman^  to  (hew  lum  proof  dxat 
the  proceedings  even  at  Copenhagen  Houfe  were  in  any  degree  fefi- 
tious,  and  to  (hew  him  that  the  meeting  there  had  any  idea  of  re- 
commend! ng  an  attack  upon  His  Majedy  ?     The  petition  prefent* 
cd  to  that  Houfe  contained  fentiments  of  a  different  nature.     He 
would  a(k  the  Attorney  General  himfelf,  if  he  knew  of  any  pro- 
ceedings at  that  place  which  called  upon  him  to  inifitute  a  prolecu- 
tion  ?     What  they  had  done  upon  that  fubje£t  could  not  have  been 
blamed  in  the  bad  reign  of  Charles  II.  whofe  (hameful  example 
we  were  now  fo  fond  of  imitating  fervilely.     They  had  not  gone 
beyond  the  limits  which  were  then  preferibed  to  thofe  who  wiflbcd 
to  petirlon  the  King.     He  did  not  inow  that  they  had  done  any 
thing  illegal,  and  he  could  not  prefume  the  proceedings  were  fedi- 
tious,  merely  becaufe  that  was  infinuated  in  the  preamble  of  tbc 
prcfcnt  bill.      He  knew  that  to  take  any  thing  for  granted  without 
evidence,  v/as  contrary  even  to  the  principles  laid  down  in  theflavifc^ 
reign  of  Charles  II.  and  quite  contrary  to  all  the  principles  of  our 
Conftic.ition.   Put  gentlemen  when  they  talked  of  feditious  mcedi^, 
adopted  general    terms— "  thefe  focieties,"— by  which  they  made 
of  them  a  fp  citsof  bodycorporatie  of  fedition.     No,  inftead  of  coo- 
fidering  tht m  as   a  body  corporate,  he  confidered  them,  as  he  did 
every  oihcr  large  body   of  men,  coniifting  of  a  great  number  of 
good  and  lome  bad  perfons :   and  the  mafs  of  that  body  he  confi- 
dered to  be  g'!od.     Such  he  had  confidered,  and  had  toorc  than 
once  ilv.cd  to  he  the  body  of  the  fociety  of  which  Mr.  Reeves  was 
prefiden? .      Htt  knew,  indeed,  that  fome  of  the  publications  of  that 
gentler..??!,  i)s  alfo  thofe  of  Mr.  Arthur  Young,  weredire6tty  hoftik 
to  tlu  1  .'ft  principles  of  our  Conftitution,  and  that  they  had  been 
circul.itai  wi'h  a  very  mifehievous  avidity ;  yet  he  was  willir^^ ft> 
allow  thit  tht."  inafc  of  that  fociety  ^erfe  what  they  profeffedtobc. 
naTi.c'v,  iri  .nds  to  the  Conftitution  of  this  country,  asconfiftirif^f 
King,     Lord^,  nrKi  C'jir»:7icns.      Precifely  the  fame  did  he  Aink 
of  tlio  Lonuoii  Corrcfpcndino;  Society.      By  the  way,  tfierc  fcllinft^ 
his  hiiiUs  very  lat' ly  a  pamphlet,  which  contained  much  adminHc 
rcafonlng  ;  ii  was  ftated  in  the  form  of  a  dialogue,  fuppofed  totav^ 
been  iupjKjrtea  by  two  oppofite  charadters,  the  one  a  friend,  Ac 
other  an  encroy,  to  the  London  C(^rrefponding  Society.    The  exienif 
fays,   I  hare  the  lociity,   bccaulc  it  has  for  its  objed  the  deflrufliott 
cf  all  monarchy.  The  friend  fi'vs,  have  you  found  any  thing  of  thtt 
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and  in  their  proceedings  i     No— fays  the  orher,  they  arc  too  cun- 
ling  to  profefs  that — What,  fays  the  friend  of  the  fociety,  were  the 
30.000  men  all  cunning  ?     Now,  Mr.  Fox  obferved,  he  fell  in 
i^cry  much  with  this  fort  of  reafoningi  onbchalf  of  the  fociety,  be- 
caufc  ho  believed  it  was  very  difficult  to  colled  together  at  any 
time,  at  any  place,  30,600  men,  all  then  fo  cunning  as  to  conceal  ^ 
their  real  objed.     A  few  individuals  may  be  fuppofed  capable  of 
practiiing  diffimulation  with  fuccefs,  but  to  fuppofe  thoufands  capa- 
ble of  Supporting  the  trick,  was  too  much  even  foi;  credulity  itfdfl' 
It  had  been  faid,  that  the  objefiion  which  he  had  darted  againft 
one  of  the  claufes  of  the  bill,  had  procured  an  amendment.     What  . 
was  called  an  objedion,  was  neither  more  nor  lefs  than  a  fimple 
queffion,  and  if  the  anfwer  which  they  gave  made  them  fo  fenfiUe  of 
the  folly  of  the  claufe  upon  which  it  was  grounded,  as  to  produce 
an  alteration,  he  neither  gave  them  any  credit  for  the  amendment^ 
nor  took  any  to  himfelf.     It  had  been  contended  alfo  that  the  fenfe 
of  die  people  of  this  country  was  not  averfe  tpthe  pafling  of  the  bills. 
If  they  had  eyes  and  ears,  hecould  not  conceive  how  they  could 
ever  maintain  fuch  a  propofition,  which  the  experience  of  every 
day  dcmonftrated  to  be  falfc.     And  if  they  had  loft  the  ufc  of  their 
fenfes,  it  was  not  to  be  expected  that  he  could  make  up  die  lofs  by 
any  aiguments  which  he  could  adduce.     Peace- was  laid  to  have 
been  the  charm  which  wrought  upon  the  populace  to  make  thcnt . 
fign  petitions  againft  the  bills ;  but  were  not  loyalty  to  the  Sove- 
reign, and  Ac  fupport  of  the  Conftitution  as  popular  words  as  peace, 
nor  were  they  lefe  frequently  or  lefs  artfully  ufed  to  procure  figna* 
tures  to  petitions  of  a  different  nature.     But  if  gentlemen  were  wil- 
ling to  be  deceived,  in  God's  name  let  them  be  deceived.     If  they 
will  fliut  their  eyes,  let  them  perfift  in  their  error.     The  oppofers 
of  the  bills  had  alfo  been  accufed  of  mifreprefentation ;  but  he 
would  aik  on  whom  the  fufpicion  of  mifreprefentation  was  moft  like- 
ly to  attach.     The  accufers  would  not  admit  a  day's  delay,  in  or- 
der to  reSdfy  diefe  mifreprefentatioiis ;  whereas  the  accufod  wiftied 
for  notbii^  fo  much  as  for  a  little  delay,  to  compare  their  ^prefen- 
tatioas  with  the  fauSt.     With  regard  to  .what  had  been  faid  upon 
the  general  opinion  of  the  public  upon  this  meafure,  he  believed 
it  to  be,  in  the  true  fenfe  of  the  phrafe,  as  clearly  againft  th6  ge- 
neral fenfe  of  the  people  of  this  country,  and  as  entirely  unpo-' 
pular,   as  any  meafure  that  ever  was  broug^it  before  Parliament*' 
This,  be  was  fure,  would  be  evident  to  every  unprejudiced  man 
in  this  kingdom.     Upon  looking  at  the  petitions  which  Hzd  boca 
prefented,  and  ilated  to  be  in  the  nature  of  approbation  of  the  bilk,, 
feaicely  one  of  thofe  petitions  direfily  approved  of  tbiBin»  but  prayed 
Vol.  XLIII.  4  D 
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generally  far  fpch  srieafares  as  the  mfdom  of  ParUament  m^ 
adopt,  and  were  brought  forward  chiefly  for  an  objc£ty  on  wUdi  diere 
could  fcarceljr  be  two  opinions  in  this  country,    namely,  that  of 
congratulating  His  Majedy  on  his  fortunate  efcape  from  the  late 
daring  outnige  upon  his  perfon.     With  re^rd  to  the  geneial  tojiic, 
that  tfiefe  are  fit  times  for  temporary  reftridions  upon  popular  n^its» 
his  opinion  Was  dire<Etly  die  reverfe.     He  contended  diat  this  vas 
not  the  period  to  abridge  the  liberty  of  Engliflimen.     The  poopte 
of  diis  country  weit  now  in  a  (ituation  to  be  truftcd  with  more  U* 
berty  than  any  ottier  nation  on  the  face  of  the  globe;  and,  fiom  the 
decree  of  liberty  which  they  have  hitherto  enjoyed,  they  were  pre- 
pared for  a  greater  (hare  of  freedom  than  they  have  ever  before  pof- 
ibfled.     He  did  not  deny  that  there  were  men  of  mifohtevous  intoa- 
tions  in  the  country.     And  if  it  was  afked  how  he  woaM  tcfift 
them  i    he  would  reply,  by  deffax)yii^  the  corrupticm  of  Govon- 
ment,  by  keeping  their  word  to  the  nation,,  and  aboliftiti^  die  in- 
fernal (lave  trade,  by  dtfplaying  the  beaudes  of  the  CdoflitutioR, 
ind  by  fhewing  the  country  diat  the  Houfe  of  Comnnons  were  tena- 
cious of  their  rigiits,  and  worthy  of  beii^  intrufied  with  didr  bcft 
and  deareft  privileges.     For  his  own  part,  he  had  no  greit  hope 
from  reform,  thou^he  had  always  voted  far  it.     He  wodd  enter 
into  it,  however^  with  zeal  and  candour,  and  with  an  inclination 
to  grant,  if  not  a  radical,  at  leaft  a  rational  reform.     In  (hort,  be 
would  do  evety  dting  contrary  to  what  had  been  done,  and  by  ftch 
a  line  of  conduit,  he  was  perfuaded,  the  difcontented  would  ctdicr 
be  entirely  reconciled,  *  or  would  be  fo  much  leduccd  in  numben  as 
ta  be  rendered  completely  tontempdble.     If  die  bill  pafliod,  be 
could  not  propfaeiy  what  would  be  the  event— -he  foaicdy  knew 
what  was  to  be  wiihed*     Liberty  was  defirable,  and  peace  was  as 
defirable,  but  if  the  bill  palled,  and  the  law  was  executed,  hberiy 
and  peace  could  not  csdft  together.     Perhaps  Admbuflration  wot 
convinced  6f  the  fad,  but  their  pride  would  not  allow  them  to  re- 
tnSt  the  bills,  though  diey  never  meant  to  put  their  provifions  in 
execution.     As  for  myfelf,  faid  Mr.  Fox,  let  gentlemen  catediife 
me  as  much  as  they  pleaie,  let  them  ilander  my  cfaaradter,  and  pro- 
pagate their  calumnies  throuj^  the  kingdom^  I  neyer  n^ill  itpent  of 
one  flep  I  have  taken  i^xm  thefe  bills  in  any  future  period  of  my  life. 
I  am  not  vain  enoUgh  to  fuppoTe,  that  any  effbrts  of  mine  bxve 
contributed  much  to  die  fpirit  and  the  enei^gy  which  has  been  mini- 
fefted  in  ilxii  counny ;  I  fbould  be  proud  to  think  I  had;  I  Qaald 
be^a  to  learn  that  any  eflbrts  of  mine  had  contributed  to  awaken 
ntj  countrymen  to  a  fenfeof  the  value  of  their  own  fitcdoiii.    Bat 
L  am  ponvinoed,  ^t  had  it  not  been  fiir  tt»  aAlvity  and  ^  of 
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oppofitkn  which  has  excited  the  ancient  ^lirit  of  the  country,  that 
the  country  could  not  now  boaft  of  that  ^all  rcmnaqt  of  liberty 
which  is  ftill  left  as  a  memorial  of  what  we  once  enjoyed.  A  great 
offator^  whofe  chief  fault  was  vanity,  faid  at  the  conclufion  of  His 
ConfuKhip:  "  Noiile  jusjurandum  juravir  ne  quid  omitterem  ut  rej- 
pubUca  diniqutfatoafu**  I  cannot  fay  this  ;  but  of  one  thing  I  am 
fure,  that  if  the  people  of  England  have  ftill  any  poor  remains  of 
their  ancient  libeity,  it  is  owing  to  the  fpirited  and  fteady  refinance 
which  they  have  manifefied  on  the  prefent  occafion.  For,  if  they 
had  funk  under  the  burden  of  taxes,  and  of  accumulated  difafters, 
which  they  are  now  doomed  to  bear,  and  tamely  bowed  to  proud 
invaders  of  their  liberty,  without  uttering  a  murmur  or  complaint, 
their  condition  would  have  been  ftill  more  deplorable  than  it  even 
is  at  prefent  ^  There  is  no  part  of  my  political  life  on  which  T  can- 
not look  back  with  pleafure ;  but,  amid  refle£lions  on  the  paft,  my 
condud  on  the  prefent  occafion  will  always  be  the  fubjcA  of  peculiar 
complacency :  for  I  can  honeftly  declare,  I  have  difchai^ged  my 
duty  to  my  confcience,.  to  my  country,  and  to  the  Conftitution. 

Mr.  Secretary  DUNDAS  iaid,  that  he  Hiould  not  enter  at  laii^c 
into  the  topics  with  which  the  ri^t  honourable  gentlemen  had  com* 
menced  his  fpeech;  for  he  fpoke  under  a  confidcrable  irritation  of 
mind,  it  was  not  to  be  expeded  that  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
had  fully  confidcred  all  he  faid.  He  had  complained  of  being  cate* 
chifod  with  refpe^  to  his  views  and  principles,  and  had>  with  great 
dexterity,  endeavoured  to  draw  a  line  between  his  (ituation  in  that 
Tefpedl,  and  that  of  the  Minifter.  Mr.  Dundas  faid,  it  was  triie, 
as  far  as  it  related  to  the  aflfairs  of  State,  and  the  conduiEt  of  public 
buiinefs,  Mtnifters  were  reiponfible ;  but  ceruinly,  in  their  indi- 
vidual capacity,  they  were  not  more  liable  to  what  was  called  catc- 
cfaiztng  than  others.  But  if  any  gentleman  really  was  of  opinion, 
that  the  right  honourable  gentleman  and  his  friends  had  been  guilty 
of  a  breach  of  their  duty  in  not  attending  ontbe  Committee  upon 
tlus  bill,  it  was  certainly  in  order  for  him  to  accufe  them  for  that 
iicglcd.  For  his  own  part  he  did  not  agree  with  thoTe  who  regretted 
the  abfenceof  the  right  honourable  gentleman  from  the  Committee, 
for  as  they  had  uniformly  declared  their  averfion  to  the  bill,  and 
their  defire  that  it  ihould  go  into  the  country  in  all  its  naked  defor- 
mity, he  was  not  hypocritical  enough  to  fay  he  lamented  their  ab- 
fence ;  becaufe  he  did  not  think  they  would  have  done  any  good  if 
they  had  been  prefent.  There  was  another  topic  which  had  been 
introduced,  which,  he  believed,  contributed  not  a  little  to  creale 
that  irritation  which  the  right  honourable  gentleman  confeiTed  him- 
felf  ID  latiour  under«-4ie  meant  that  dodxine  of  refifbamce  which  had 
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been  advanced  on  a  ^former  night.'    Upon  ttus  point  he  certanolj 
had  no  right  to  fpeak,  not  having  been  prefent  in  the  HouTe  when 
the  words  were  fpoken  by  the  right  honourable  gentleman :  be  had, 
however,  feen,  what,  he  was  informed,  was  a  very  correA  repot 
of  them,  and  if  it  was,  it  wa^  not  extraordinary  that  they  exdted 
the^furpriie  and  indignation  of  the  Houfe.  "  He  had  obfcrved,  tbt 
the  gentlemen  on  the  other  fide  of  the  Houfe  cionflantly,  upon  tius 
bill,  had  introduced  their  do£irines  of  refinance  ;  do6bine$  whid), 
he  Was  fure,  they  could  not  find  laid  down  at  the  time  of  the  revo- 
lution.    When  the  revolution  happened,  the  people  were  oppidlcd 
by  the  tyranny  of  the  Executive  Power ;  and  there  was  no  qixAioa 
of  their  right  to  refiii,  but  it  was  the  refiftance  of  die  people,  with 
the  legiflative  branch  of  the  Conftitution,  contendii^  againft  the  £s- 
^utive  Power.     And  he  would  venture  to  aflert,  that  among  all 
that  was  faid  by  our  patriotic  ancefiors  at  the  revolution,  nothing 
could  be  found  which  would,  in  any  degree,  juitify  die  language 
which  had  been  held  upon  this  bill.     The  right  honourable  gcntie- 
man  had  put  an  extreme  ca(ip,  and  had  afked,  whether  if  the  Kir^ 
Lords  and  Commons,  were  united,  for  the  purpoTe  of  deprivii^ 
the  people  of  their  liberties,  the  people  would  not  have  a  right  to 
refift  ? — ^There  could  be  no  difficulty  in  anfwering  that  quef&o  in 
the  affirmative;  becaufe,  in  that  cafe,  there  would  not,  in£id, 
exift  any  Government  at  all.     But  he  wifhed  to  put  one  plain  qiieT- 
tion  to  the  good  fenfe  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman ;  which  was, 
whether  he  really  thought  it  confident  with  policy,  or  even  with 
humanity,  to  hold  fuch  language  to  the  people?     The  expediency 
o^  refinance  was  not  a  point  of  that  fort  which  the  generality  of  itun* 
kind  could  fafely  confider.     The  acute  judgement  of  the  ri^t  ho- 
nourable gentleman  might  have  enabled  him  to  arrange  his  fyficm 
of  condud^,  if  ever  fuch  a  £ital  event  fliould  happen ;  but  when  he 
had  (hot  his  poifoned  arrows  throi^h  the  country— ^when  he  had  in- 
ftiiled  thofe  dangerous  fentiments,  did  he  confider  what  would  be 
the  confequence?     Every  ignorant  man  would  ponccive  he  had  a 
light  to  refifi  every  thing  which  did  not  acQord  with  his  opinii9tti 
and  the  refult  might  be  (hocking  to  humanity— Such  langu^  would 
fend  to  bring  all  Government  into  difgrace,  or  at  leaft,  toDeodcrk 
precarious ;  he  knew  that  the  freedom  of  fp^ech  in  that  Houfe  gave 
every  man  a  right  of  faying  almoft  lyhat  he  pl^fed,    but  e^ 
good  and  wife  man  would  confider  the  cfkSt  of  his  counfels,  befixe 
he  fcattered  them  among  the  people.     He  would  now  Qoppe  to  con- 
sider the  fubjed  more  immediately  before  them. 

He  had  lif^ened  to  an  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Shcxidan}  with 
^  utmoft  curiofity^  particularly  to  o^iq  part  of  hi^  fpoecbi  in 
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vA&Ai  he  fpoke  of  the  condud  of  certain  focieties.     He  heard  him 
^th  the  utmoft  fatisfadlion  declare,  that  the  views  and  objedt  of 
thcfe  fixrieties  were  altered :  he  heard  him  admit  that  there  had  been 
certainly  fomc  very  pernicious  principles  propagated  by  the  focicties  j 
and  that  he  believed  there  werefome  difafFeAed  men  among  them, 
but  that  they  were  much  more  inconfiderable  ih  point  of  number 
now  than  heretofore.  He  wiflied  very  much  to  hear  the  honourable 
gentleman  give  ibme  ftrong  reafons  to  the  Houfe,  in  order  to  con- 
vince them  of  the  converiion  of  thefe  gentlemen,  without  which  he 
for  one,,  could  not  believe  them.     In  the  firft  place,  he  begged  to 
call  to  the  reoolledion  of  the  Houfe,  tBat  in  the  year  1792,  when 
Paine*8  book  firft  nlade  its  appearance,  it  was  adopted  with  the  ut- 
xnoft  warmth  and  avidity  by  the  London  Correfponding  and  Con- 
flitutional  focieties,  and  circulated  by  every  means  in  their  power. 
He  wiihed  now  to  aik,  what  were  the  principles  contained  in  that 
book }  They  were  an  attack  upon  the  Monarchy,,  an  attack  upon 
the  Legiflature,  and  a  libel  upon  the  revolution.     Thefe  were  the 
leading  features  of  a  fyftem  which  they  adopted,  the  principles  of 
which  they  muft  have  approved.     Nothing  would  have  given  him 
more  (incere  fatisfaAion  than  for  the  honourable  gentleman  to  have 
come  forward,  and  announced  the  converfion  of  thofe  people,  which, 
if  it  exifted,  that  honourable  gentleman  muft  be  acquainted  with, 
fiom  his  recent  communication  with  them :  but  he  (Mr.  Sheridan) 
knew  better  than  to  pledge  himfelf  for  their  fincerity,  becaufe  he 
knew  they  were  not  ftncere ;  as  a  proof  of  Which,  he  would  refer 
the  Houfe  to  a  meeting  on  the  26th  of  Odober,  three  days  before 
the  meeting  of  Parliament,  in  which  they  exprefled  themfelves  in 
die  moft  infolent  and  indecent  manner,  in  an  addrefs  to  His  Ma- 
jefty.     In  ftiort,  from  all  their  conduct  and  publications,  there  was 
no  doubt  of  their  defign  to  fubvert  the  Conftitution,  and  be  had  not 
heard  of  any  thing  which  led  him  to  fuppofe  they  had  altered  their 
plan.     He  wiihed  the  Houfe  to  look  for  a  moment  at  the  Addrefs 
voted  at  Copenhagen  Houfe,  to  which  he  had  before  alluded,  and 
having  examined  its  language,  to  fee  whether  or  no  there  was  any 
connexion  between  it  and  the  atrocious  attempt  made  immediately 
afterwards  upon  His  Majefty.  But  then  great  reliance  was  laid  upon 
|he  petition,  which  had  been  prefented  to  Parliament  from  thefe  fo- 
cieties— It  was  argued,  that  by  petitioning,  they  acknowledge  that 
Houfe,  the  authority  of  which  ihey  before  denied :  but  he  b^ged 
to  aik,  when  thefe  petitions  had  been  fent  in  ?  not  till  after  die  pre* 
fent  bills  were  propofed.     It  now  appeared  that  they  could  vote 
dianks  to  Dukes  and  Earls,  and  illuftrious  chara£lers,  whom  they 
luullutfaerto  treated  with  the  grofteft  abtife.^    If,  however,  thefe 
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Ibei^des  ha^  really  given  up  their  deleAed  fyftemt,  and  voidd  even 
join  die  Whig  Clab^  the  prefent  a£b  would  be  wafle  paper,  thef 
would  never  be  carried  into  execution.  Until,  however,  he  had 
ibme  ftrong  grounds  for  believing  this  fodden  change  had  taken  place, 
he  could  not  confent  to  lay  down  his  arms,  more  parti^ulariy  at  a 
moment  when  he  had  every  reafon  to  bdievc  that  they  were  fparing 
no  labour  to  make  profelytes  to  thdr  caufe*  What  he  had  hithoto 
faid,  related  to  the  preatnble  oi  the  bill ;  he  would  now  obferve 
upon  fome  attacks  which  had  been  made  upon  the  bill.  It  had 
been  faid,  that  no  Juftice  would  ad  under  dus  bill,  and  thattfaerc- 
(bre  Minifters  had  purpofely  omitted  the  word  **  required,"  whkh 
is  in  the  Riot  Ad ;  in  anfwer  lo  which  he  would  only  fay,  that  in 
cafe  of  a  riot,  the  magiftrate  is  called  upon  to  ad  immcdiatdy,  and 
from  the  pMTmg  nature  of  the  danger ;  but  under  this  ad  the  im- 
mediate uigency  was  not  fo  great,  and  therefore,  the  word  "  re- 
quired" was  not  neceifary.  With  refped  to  the  aigument  upon  the 
means  of  giving  notice  of  a  meeting,  he  had  to  obferve,  that,  from 
the  number  of  newfppers,  it  was  not  likdy  that  they  (hoold  not  be 
able  to  get  their  advertifement  inferted ;  but  even  if  thqr  could  not, 
they  might  go  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Peace,  and  it  was  not  true  that,  if 
he  did  not  deliver  the  notice  to  the  Juftioes,  the  peiibns  calling  it 
would  not  be  anfwerable,  becaufe  they  would  have  obeyed  the  law 
in  giving  the  notice,  and  the  meeting  would  certainly  be  legal* 
Upon  the  whole,  then,  it  would  appear,  that  not^  one  of  the  eftab- 
lifhed  modes,  in  which  die  people  ufibd  to  meet  for  the  purpofe  of 
petitioning,  were  interdided  by  this  bill ;  and  the  whole  quei&o 
would  rcfolve  itfelf  into  the  balance  of  two  evils.  As  the  law  ftood 
now,  it  was  competent  to  any  man  to  call  a  meeting,  however  nu- 
merous ;  and  to  hold  almoft  what  bnguage  he  plcafed :  finding  the 
mifchief  to  which  fuch  a  licence  led,  the  queftion  was,  whedicr  it 
would  not  be  better  to  pve  up  a  part  of  that  privilege,  than  t6  incur 
die  dangerous  confcqucnccs  which  might  refult  from  leaving  its  full 
exercife  in  the  hands  of  bad  men  i  With  refped  to  the  aiguineat 
upon  which  gendcmen  relied  fo  much,  vix.  that  magiftrates  migte 
be  guilty  of  great  exceflfes  under  this  bill ;  he  could  only  iayi  ^ 
if  magiftratcs  aded  wrong,  they  muft  be  puniflied .  Aey  were  al- 
lowed, in  every  ad,  a  certain  degree  of  difcretion,  which  if  they 
went  beyond,  they  were  liable  to  the  rigour  of  the  law ;  and  he  fair 
no  reafon  why  they  (hould  be  allowed  difcretion  in  the  Riot  Afl» 
and  not  in  this.  It  had  been  imputed  to  him  that  he  bad  bid,  that 
thefc  bills  ought  not  lo  be  paffcd  except  the  general  fcnfc  of  the  peo- 
ple was  for  them.  He  had  never  faid  that  he  would  on  all  ecca&ns 
yield  to  the  majority  of  ihe  people.    What  be  bad  mentioned  was 
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he  was  happjr  at  the  call  of  die  Houfei  becaule>  thr^Ni^lhat 
liain>  he  would  afcertain  the  fentiments  of  t)ie  people  from  their 
Tentatives.     He  certainly  did  think  that  tjlie  bills  oug^t  not  to 
po^fsunlers  the  people  were  convinced  of  the  p^priety  of  a  meafure 
of  the  kind»  4iotigh  he  wiflicd  to  be  undemood  to  maintain^  that 
cades  might  happen,  in  which  it  might  be  proper  to  pafs  laws,  even 
«^ainft  die  ienre  of  the  people,  for  dieirown  benefit  and  advantage; 
amd  of  which  the  L«gtflature  muft  judge.     He  was  more  the  friend 
of  the  lower  orders  of  the  people,  by  retaining  them  in  a  fenfe  of 
^icir  duty^  than  diofe  who  attempted  to  lead  them  from  the  paths 
of  induftry  and  fobriety.     Mr.  Dundas  then  adverted  to  the  peti^ 
tions  i>efore  the  Houfe,  and  the  arguments  which  had  been  made 
Ixtween  perfons  of  property  and  thofe  who  had  none ;  it  depended, 
in  his  opinion,  upon  the  nature  of  the  fubjedl:  for  inftance,  if  all 
Ac  foctedes  were  to  petition  againft  this  meafure,  he  certainly  fhould 
not  li(len  to  them,  becaufe  the  obje£t  of  the  bill  was  to  reftrain 
them  ^  and  he  conceived  there  might  be  cafes  in  which  the  petitions 
of  the  common  people  ought  not  to  be  attended  to,  not  becaufe  they 
were  not  deferving  of  the  regard  and  aiie£Uon  of  their  govemois, 
but  becaufe  they  were  ealily  milled  from  the  true  conlideradon  of 
tlKir  own  interefts.      If  they  were  to  form  a  judgment  of  the  fend-* 
meats  entertained  by  the  people  by  the  voices  of  their  reprefentadves 
m  Parliament,  it  would  appear,  that  the  bill  was  acceptable  iA 
them.    He  condemned  the  odious  diitindtion  lately  attempted  to  be 
introdixed  between  the  higher  and  lower  orders,  and  exprefled  hite- 
felf  vety  friendly  to  the  poor,  who  certainly  deferved  every  fpecies 
of  encouragement.     As  one  proof,  among  many,  that  the  mercan- 
die  pan  of  the  community  were  fupporters  of  the  bill,  he  inftanced 
die  very  refpedable  meeting  at  which  Mr.  Bofanquet  was  the  chair^^ 
man,  and  beftowed  the  higheft  encomiums  on  the  gendemen  con- 
cerned, for  their  public,  fpirit  and  patriorifm. 

Mr.  GREY  faid,  that  at  fo  late  an  hour  when  he  felt  htm* 
fisif  very  much  exhauikd,  he  fuppofed  the  Houfe  might  be  little  in- 
clined toliften,  if  he  endeavoured  to  follow  the  honourable  gentleman 
who  fpoke  laft  through  the  whole  of  his  fpeech,  which  indeed  was 
in  many  paints  of  it  very  (KfEcult  to  underftand.  .  Some  parts  of  it, 
however,  he  could  not  avoid  anfwering.  He  thought  that  Mr, 
bundas  ought  to  have  attended  to  the  forcible  and  manly  do^ines 
Us  right  honourable  friend  had  laid  down,  rather  than  to  the  mifre* 
prefentadons  that  had  been  fent  abroad  againA  him.  He  then  fhited 
what  Mr.  Fox  had  redly  faid  on  the  fubjed  of  refinance ;  which 
wts,  *'  diat  if  any  meafure  fubveriive  of  tho  Conftitudon  and  the 
libeities  of  the  people  were  atteiiipitd  to  be  carried  into  effe&, 
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agatnd  Hie  decided  opintoa  of  a  great  majority  of  the  peopk,  die 
do^ne  of  refiftance  became  neccilary,"  reproach  was  certainly  as 
much  dqe  to  Locke,  Sydney,  and  even  Judge   BladEftoney  as  to 
Mr.  Fox  on  this  head.     He  read  a  quotation  firom  the  fpeedi  of 
Mr.  Dolben  on  the  trial  of  Dr«  Sicheverei  in  eiucidatibn  erf  this ; 
and  faid  that  Mr.  Dundas  had  drawn  a  line  of  diftindion  as  totiie 
refiftance  of  our  anceftorsat  the  revolution,  becaufe  in  that  cafe  the 
Executive  Power  had  made  a  diredl  attempt  to'  ddRxoy  the  liberties 
of  the  fubjedt ;  but,  faid  he,  if  the  two  Houfes  of  ParliamM 
fhould  combine  with  the  Crown  to  tlus  end,  would  it  not  be  as 
good  a  rcafon  for  the  refiftanceof  the  people  as  agsunft  the  Execudve 
Power  alone  i     The  right  of  petidonii^  was  one  of  the  ftroogcft 
bulwarks  of  our  liberties  ereded  by  the  revolution ;  he  aflced  if  the 
people  would  not,  therefore,  be  juftiBed  in  refinance  to  maintain 
it ;  and  read  a  long  extra£l  from  a  fpeechof  Lord  Chatham,  in  the 
cafe  of  Mr.  Wilkes,  which  (Irongiy  illuftrated  this  pofition.     Mr. 
Grey  then  came  to  notice  what  had  fallen  from  Mr.  Dundas,  ref- 
peding  the  petition  of  the  bankers,  merchants,  &c.  on  which  he 
laid  fuch  very  extraordinary  ftrefs ;  he^ve  a  defcriptionof  die  meet* 
ing  at  Grocers'   Hall,  and  the  n)anoeuvres  pradifed  to  obtain  a 
majority,  and  the  tumultuous  proceedings  on  the  occalion  ;   from 
which  he  inferred,  that  the  petition,  reTpedable  as  inany  names 
were  that  were  attached  to  it,  was  not  fo  pure  and  inunaculate  as  to 
deferve  thofe  high-flown  encpmiums  Mr.  Dundas  had  beftowed  on 
it.     He  (aid  that  honourable  gentleman  had  given  more  oonfideia* 
tion  and  weight  to  thefocieties,  by  his  proceedings  againft  tfaem,  tban 
they  deierved,  or  would  otherwife  have  ever  obtained. 

The  LORD  MAYOR  faid,  that  at  die  Common  HaU  he 
thought  the  majority  againft  the  bills  at  leaft  nine  to-one ;  and  if 
at  any  time  he  found  he  could  not  confciendoufly  vote  aooording  to 
the  inftru£lions  of  his  conftituents,  he  (hould  a(k  for  the  chilteni 
huildrieds,  and  relign  his  truft :  but  iince  the  meeting  of  the  hitiun, 
Sec.  he  was  perfectly  convinced  there  4as  a  great  majority  of  the 
freemen  of  London  in  favour  of  the  bills,  and  therefore  his.jiun) 
was  eafy  on  that  point. 

Mr.  PARKER  faid,  he  was  prefent  at  the  meeting  at  Grocefs' 
Hall,  and  confirmed  every  thing  hisi  honourable  friend  (Mr^  Gnj) 
had  ftated  in  regard  to  that  meeting. 

Sir  JAMES  SAUNDERSON  gave  a  deta'd  of  the  origin  and 
prqgrefs  of  the  meeting  at  Grocers'  Hall,  from  an  accidental  mct&% 
at  Mr-  Harmon's  houfe,  to  another  accidental  meeting  at  the  Loo- 
don  tavern,  and  denied  that  any  unfau*  m.eans  were  ufed  to  get 
poflcffion  of  the  Hall  by  the  par^  wha  poflcffed*  it. 
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Alderman  ANDERSON  faid  a  few  words  on  the  fame  fub^ 


Mr.  ORDE  fpoke  in  favour  of  the  bills,  and  taxed  Mr«  Fox 
w^ith  having  varied  to-night  from  the  langua^  he  had  ufed  on  ft 
former  oocafion. 

Mr.  FOX  bc^ed  to  be  heard  two  words  in  anfwcr  to  what  the 
iaft  fpeaker  had  faid.  He  declared  that  he  had  not  varied  in  the 
Icafl  that  night  from  what  he  had  faid  on  a  former  occafion,  and 
appealed  to  the  Houfe  if  he  had ;  concluding  with  thefe  words,  that 
if  the  honourable  gentleman  perfifted  in/ayingib,  there  was  no 
fpecics  of  contempt  fo  low  to  which  he  ihould  not  think  liim  entif 
tied. 

Mr.  ORDE,  in  ocplanation,  aflured  Mr.  Fox  tt^at  he  miftook 
ivhat  he  had  faid,  and  that  he  did  not  mean  to  mifreprcfent  or 
offend  him. 

The  queition  being  called  for,  a  divifion  took  place-** 

Ayes  (for  the  third  reading)         aM 

Noes      —  51  . 

-  . 

Majority  —  215 

Ib  conftquence  cf  the  converfation  between  Mr.  Alderman  Anderfim 
aid  Mr.  Sheridan  in  this  debate,  the  following  adverti&inent  appeared 
two  days  after  in  the  Morning  Chronicle. 

« 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Morning  Chronicle. 
Sir, 
The  obfervttion  of  the  worthy  Alderman  Ander(bR»  on  the  advcrtife« 
ment  which  appeared  in  your  paper  of  the  30th  ultimo,  in  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,'  calls  on  me,  the  delegate,  (as  he  is  pleafed  to  name  me},  froiQ 
the  g^tlemen  who  fiened  the  requidtion,  to  date  to  you  the  circumllance 
as  it  occurred,  in  oraer  to  rid  myfelf  from  the  impuution  of  folly,  and 
that  impropriety  might  attach  itfelf  to  whom  it.  belongs.  From  the  fou^ 
perfons  who  w:ii(ed  on  him,  the  Aldero^an  feleded  me,  to  whom  he  faid, 
hefhottld  fend  his.anfwer  the  next  day-;  in  the  morning  1  was  fent  for  by 
the  Alderman^;  aAd  defirod  by  him*  to  communicate  to  the  gentlemen  his 
reiitfal  to  c&iU  the  iward  together,  as  the  queftion  relative  to  the  two  biUs. 
now^n  the  tablcof  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  had  been  fafficiently  difcuifea 
in  theco«rt  of«Common  Council,  and  in  the  Common  Hall  ^  be  did  not 
approve  of  partial  meeting!;  he  de(iTedm.etofubjointhis,  <<  That  he  was 
extremely  torry  t<J*ditfcr  with  the  gentlemen  who  iigned  the  rccjuiiition, 
bttC  in  t&tsjcafe.he  ta&uft  ufe liis'own  diferetion."  The  bufinefs  for  which 
I  waste<)  onfaam  watnowr  at  an  end. .  A  converfation  took  place,  and  not 
amilthen,  beginnirie  by.  an  obfcrvarion' of  the  Alderman's,  That  there 
were  no  men  of  credit  or  rcfpcftability  at  the  head  of  the  oppofuion  to 
thofe  me^Airek  9  to  thirl  faid,  that  the  Duke  of  Bedford,  who  bad  the 
largdl  fortune  in  this  kingdom,  would  not  oppofe  the  prefcnt  meafiires  if 
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« 

^  •  Friday  J^h  of  DecenAtr* 

Mr.  BURDON  begged  leave  to  inquire  whether  it  was  cod- 
fiAent  with  the  orders  of  the  Houfe,  to  pitfent  a  petition  againft  2 
bill  after  it  had  been  read  a  third  time  and  pafTed  r 

The  SPEAKER  informed  him  that  he  knew  of  no  order  to  tbt 

contrary* 

Mr.    BURDON  then  prefented  a  petition  fimn  Sunderiandi 

aeainft  the  bills,  &c. 

Sir  WILLIAM  YOUNG  moved  for  thcfccond  reading  of  the 
bill  for  enabling  overfeers  to  extend  relief  to  the  poor  at  dieir  own 
iioufes.  The  bill,  he  obfervcd,  was  a  matter  of  policy  Id  prevent 
the  breaking  up  of  domeftic  indigent  families. 

Mr.  CURWEN  oppofed  it  on  a  fomfier  day,  becaufe  he  dioqght 
it  would  intrench  upon  the  eredion  of  poor-houfes,  and  produce  a 
partial  diftribution  of  relief ;  but,  upon  a  minute  examination  of 
the  bill,  he  found  it  provident  and  juft|  and  gave  it  his  fupport. 

The  bill  was  read  a  fecond  time* 

Mr.  LONG  prefented  a  petition  from  the  buigeffes  of  Rye,  in 
Suflfexy  in  favour  of  the  bills,  &c. 

The  Houfe  refolved  itfelf  into  a  Conunittee  of  Supply,  when 
the  Ordinary  Naval  Eftimates  were  referred  to  the  faid  Comnoittee; 
whid)  refolved  diat  a  fum,  not  exceeding  624,1521.  is.  ojd.  be 
granted  to  Hb  MajeAy  for  the  ordinary  pay  of  the  navy,  induding 
the  marines,  &c.  and  a  fum  not  exceeding.  708,400!.  for  the 
building  and  repairing  (hips  of  war^&c. 

he  thought  they  w^  neceffary  for  the  preiervation  of  that  fbrtnoe.  TIic 
Alderman  then  faid,  that  it  was  pique,  that  the  Duke  was  fo  a^liTC,  be- 
caufe he  had  been  difappointed  ot  the  Lord  Lieuttnancy  of  the  cooofy  oi 
Middiefex :  be  next  btroduced  the  fubje6t  of  Mr.  Fox't  India  hiU,  and 
afterwards  faid,  that  all  this  ferment  was  only  ftmgrie  for  power*  I  tbes 
obfervcd  to  the  Alderman,  that  it  apocaied  to  me,  Uiat  the  people  of  this 
country  were  tired  of  theoppreffire  aaminiftration  of  Mr.  Ht^  and  want- 
ed to  nave  a  change  of  meafures,  and  a  chjmge  of  men. 

Obferving  in  the  debates  in  your  paper  of  the  28th  nit.  a  ftiai^i^ 
cation  of  a  part  of  this  private  converfation,  I  called  on  the  Aldennan^ 
next  morning  with  a  newfpper,  and  read  the  (entence  to  him  from  his 
fpeech  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  wUch  ftates,  that  die  perfem  who 
waited  on  him  faid,  ^  That  Mr,  Ktt  had  been  long  enough  in  office,  ini 
they  thought  it  hifth  time  for  Mr.  Fox  to  focceed  hun/'  to  have  finne  ex- 
planation ;  be  faid,  he  did  not  fee  why  I  fhott)d  trouble  myUf  abooc  ir; 
by  mentioning  the  word  they,  it  did  not  apply  to  any  one  fin^yi  to  dn 
truth  of  this  I  wiQ  make  my  oath  when  leqaind^ 

little  Britain,  Dec.  4, 17954  Roisar  Aia.  Coii 
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The  feport  of  the  refolutions  to  be  received  on  Monday. 

The  third  reading  of  the  diftiUery  bill  was  poftponed  to  Mon- 

day. 

Sir  FRANCIS  BASSET  prefented  a  jietition  from  Penryn^  in 
Cornwall)  in  fupportof  the  convention  bills. 

Mr.  HOBART  brought  up  the  Report  of  the  refolutions  of  the 
Committee  of  Supply  on  the  extraordinaries  of  the  ariny>  when  the 
refolutions  were  read  a  firft  time ;  and  on  the  motion  fer  the  fecond 
reading,  General  Smith  was  proceeding  to  put  iepante  queiHons  to 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  upon  various  artidesi  when  the 
Speaker  called  him  to  order. 

Mr.  GREY  then  followed  the  honourable  General  in  his  obfer- 

vatior^  upon  the  extraordinary  charges  made  for  bread  and  forage^ 

&c.  and  the  fiill  more  extravagant  and  alarming  fums  expended  in 

the  erection  of  barracks,  which  feemed  to  threaten  the  nation  ^th 

a  militaiy  government.     He  coniidered  the  objed  to  which  the 

money  had  been  applied,  as  incompatible  mUti  the  fpirit  of  thge  Coiv- 

ftitution.     But  he  would  take   another  opportunity  of  difcufling, 

whether  it  was  the  real  opinion  of  the  Houfe,  that  a  garrifoned  force 

(f»r  he  could  not  call  it  by  another  name)  was  to  be  eftablUbed  over 

the  kingdom.     Even  allowing  however  die  objeft  to  be  good,  the 

fum  which  had  been  expended  upon  it,  was  fo  enormous,  duit  in 

his  opinion  the  Houfe  could  not  vote  it  with  propriety.     He  took 

this  <^)portunity  of  adverting  to  what,  had  been  faid  on  a  former 

evening,  relative  to  the  circumfiances  which  had  impeded  the  £dlii^ 

of  the  Weft-India  armament.     Then  it  had  been  fiatedby  one  of 

His  Majefty's  Minifters,  that  a  oonfiderable  part  of  that  armament 

had  been  ready  to  fail  on  die  i  oth  of  Odober.     He  contended  on 

that  evening,  that  it  was  not  fufficient  that  a  part  ihould  have  been 

prepared  to  fail  againft  that  time,  upon  the  fyftem  of  operation  which 

they  themfelves  bad  laid  down.     But  he  was  enabled  now  to  ftate, 

that  a  very  confiderable  proportbn  of  that  armament  was  not  yet 

ready  to  fail.  He  believed  his  information  accurate,  and  according  to 

that  information  6000  men  were  croHided  in  canvas  upon  an  illand 

in  the  Cove  of  Cork,  where  they  were  fo  unhealty,  ths^tthe  alarming 

number  of  1 200  had  been  removed  to  the  hofpitals.     Now  all  tlus 

was  owing  to  the  delay  of  the  armament  which  ihould  have  fidled 

in  September  ;  and  it  was  ftated  to  him  as  an  aAual  faA,  that  fo 

late  as  the  28th  of  November  laft,  3000  ton  of  (hipping  were 

wanted  for  tranfports.     This  was  a  fubjefl  that  demanded  inquiry ; 

and  as  an  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Sarjeant)  had  upon  a  former 

evening  expreflcd  himfelf  ready  for  inquiry,  he  hoped  it  would  be 

giantcd- 

4Ea 
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Mr.  Ii>UHDAS^^teed»  Aatwheoheiaid  die  troops  wocieidf 
tofySl  .oQ.the  iqth  of  O^obar,  he  oidy  meant  fuditxQops.as^Kere 
in  England.  That  Spike  Ifland  was  an  unhealthy  ifland,  he  had 
not  heard— rthat  the  troops  were  encamped  there,  was  a  meafurc 
which  had  been  adopted  in  oonfequence  of  the  adTice  of  militar? 
officers  to  prevent,  defertion  ;  and  he  afTerted,  that  if  the  traflfports 
had  not  now  arrived,  they  had  been  ordered,  and  were  detained  at 
fca  by  contrary  winds* 

Mr.  >GREY  faid,  that  it  was  not  fuJCcicnt  diat  they  weie  or- 
dered, if  care  had  not  been  taken  that  .the  order  (houldbe  executed. 
He  explained,  that  he  did  not  mean  to  fay  the  ifland  was  unhealdnr 
in-itsclimiate,  but  that  the  men  were  unhealthy  &om  remainiif  fe 
l(>ng  in  camp  at  this  inclement  feaibn.  This  was  i^hat  he  had  been 
informed,  and  he  believed  his  infonnation  to  be  accurate. 

General  TARLETON  repeated  what  he  had  (aid  upon  a  far- 
mcx  evening  (relative  to  die  delay  of  the  expedition,  and  viacEcated 
the  fdieme  vhidx  he  had  fuggeftcd  on  a  former  evenings  of  fendiif 
Q^tt  die  troops  to  the  Weft  Indies  in  detachments. 

Mr.  M.  A.  TAYLOR,  not  finding  himfdf  equal  to  dKboft  die 
^jed  of  the  Weft-India  expedition,  rofe,  merely  to  'make  fotot 
qbfcivations  on  rthe  fubje£k  of  barracks,  which  had  lately  been  in* 
cireaied  to  an  alarming  extent.     He  obferved,  that  every  thing  can* 
6rmed  what  he  predicted  about  four  or  five  years  ago,  when  he  iiad 
tbe  honour  to  bring  forward  a  motion  concermng  die  erefiion  of 
barracks  in  this  kingdom.     Dodrines  of  a  pecuUar  and  dangeroos 
Aature  to  the  liberties  of  the  people,  were  now  coupled  with  the 
troops,  and.widiin   14  miles  round  London,  there  were  no  kb 
thm  30  or  40  tbouiand  foldiers.     When  the  building  of  barracks 
W3S  firft  propofed,  it  was  urged  as  a  faving  of  expenccs  to  the  na- 
tion, and  an  obfcd  of  relief  to  innkeepers.     He  had  always  enter- 
tained a  different  idea,  and  fufpedled  tiiey  would  be  made  ufe  of  as 
fprtrefles  for  the  arbitrary  purpofes  of  Minifters ;  and  experience 
now  proved  the  h&.     He  had  conceived  the  heft  mode  would  be, 
tp  pay  the  innkeepers  for  their  provifions,  and  then  they  would  not 
grumble.     The  innkeepers,  however,  were  weak  enough  to  give 
credit  to  the  fpecious  pretences  of  Minifters,   and  inftruded  die 
Members  of  their  diftcrent  towns  to  vote  for  the  ere^on  of  barndcs. 
liTow  what  was  the  refult  ?  They  have  obtained  no  relief,  and  the 
whole  country  groans  under  an  unparalleled  military  oppreflton.    In 
r^efped  to  the  fums  which  were  required  for  the  eredion  of  diefe 
barracks,  he  remarked  that  the  chaige  was  exorbitant,  and  that  it 
i^rould  be  extremely  wrong  in  the  Houfe  to  vote  away  fo  much  mo- 
ney  witfiout  having  a  fpceific  ftatcment  how  that  money  was  a 
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pcnded.  He  ini^dcd  dff^n  to  biJteig  st  mc^iotiomti  iipan  the 
ere^iofi  of  barracks,  as  it  was  a  fyft^io  «i0w  in  the  ConiKtution  of 
the  countr^^  and  to  which*  when  tb«  Uoufe  confented,  thejr  took 
away  the  .corner  Aone  of  the  ConftitiHion.  He  eould  -not  conclude 
without  jR^robating  the  condu<S  of  Miivfiors  in  conning  every  year 
to  Parliamem  for  fuch  enormous  fums,  without  giving  an  eflimate 
of  what  they  deemed  fufRcient  for  the  completion  of  their  jrian,  and 
an  account  of  its  approjHriation.  He  knew  not  where  the  fyftem  of 
biairack  building  ^«as  to  end»  for  set  prefcnt  there  feemed  to  be  no  li- 
mit to  their  views.  He  thought  it  his  duty,  however,  to  reprobate 
the  fyftem  as  a  bad  one,  and  leading  to  many  and  inevitable  mif- 
chiefs. 

The  ^CRETARY  AT  WAR  allowed,  that  the  qudUon  re- 
fpefling  the  policy  of  ere6itng  barracks,  merited  the  moft  mature 
deliberation ;  but  be  did  not  fee  how  it  gouM  r^lariy  arife  out  of 
the  esctraortfinsines  of  the  army.  The  conceptions  entertained  of 
the  cjcpence  attending  them,  he  alfo  fuppofed  to  be  erroneous,  as- 
under the  general  head  of  barracks,  was  included,  the  expence  of 
l^oipitals,  forage,  and,  in  Ihort,  the  whole  fubfii^ence  of  the  army, 
whether  they  were  quartered  in  barracks,  or  in  towns.  The  troops, 
he  vemarked,  were  maintained  at  a  much  cheaper  expence  in  bar- 
neks  than  in  cantonments. 

Mr.  COURTENAY  faid,  the  faving  of  expence  was  no  argu- 
ment why  the  fid>je£i  (hou}4  not  be  taken  up  by  that  Houfe,  and 
mVeftigBted  with  attention.  Barracks  were  fortreflfes  which  fepa- 
rated  the  foldiers  from  the  people,  and  as  it  had  been  juftly  obferved 
by  a  mod  excellent  writer  on  our  Conftitution  (Judge  BlackAone), 
''  d)e  jealoufy  of  the  Engliib  will  not  allow  the  foldier  to  be  feparated 
irom  the  people."  There  was  a  neceffity  therefore  for  a  fpeci6e 
eftimate,  both  of  what  the  expences  had  been,  and  what  they  were 
Ukely  to  be,  that  Parliament  might  be  able  to  decide  upon  it.  In 
regard  to  the  delay  of  the  Weft- India  armament,  he  imputed  no 
blame  whatever  to  the  noble  Marquis  .at  the  head  of  the  Board  of 
Ordnance,  to  whom  he  paid  many  compliments,  for  his  diligence^ 
humanity,  ,and  other  puUic  and  private  virtues,  but  he  imputed  die 
<ielay  to  an  innovation  in  the  mode  of  providing  tranfports. 

Mr.  SARJEANT  exculpated  the  Board  of  Ordnance  from  all 
blame,  and  concurred  in  the  panegyric  on  the  noble  perfon  at  the 
head  of  that  Board,  which  had  been  pronounced  by  the  laft  honour- 
able fpeakcr.  - 
Mr.  WHITBREAD  jun.  condemned  the  manner  in  which  the 
Members  of  that  Houfe  fuffered  the  money  of  their  conAituents  ta 


58a  PARLIi^fENTARY       .  [Commoks. 

be  voted  away,  land  wilhed  if  this  article  could  be  (cpanted,  that 
it  (hould  be  fo.  He  warned  the  Houfe  not  to  be  inattentive  to  die 
manner  in  which  Minifters  expended  the  public  money.  When 
they  had  the  power  of  laying  out  what  nnoney  they  plcafed»  widxxit 
the  authority  of  Parliament,  if  they  were  convifted  of  extravagance, 
the  Houfe  was  reduced  to  this  dilemma,  either  to  rob  their  conffito- 
ents,  or  to  refufe  to  pay  the  money  to  the  ruin  of  many  individuals. 
The  fum  which  was  now  propofed  to  be  voted  for  the  buildiif  of 
barracks,  he  oonfidered  to  be  one  of  that  nature  which  required  d)e 
vigilance  and  caution  of  the  Houfe  refpedling  its  extent,  as  weD  as 
its  application.  For  his  own  part,  he  never  could  acquieice  in 
fuch  a  vote,  and  therefore  he  would  propofe  an  amendment,  that 
At  fum  charge<}  for  the  building  of  barracks  (hoiild  be  left  out  of  die 
refolution. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  rofe  to  fecond  the  amendment  of  his  honour* 
able  friend.     He  confidered  it  as  a  part  of  the  iyfiem  of  Minifters, 
tt>  ered  military  fortrefles  all  over  the  kingdom,  in  order  to  efiablifh 
a  military  Government,  and  therefore  this  ardcle,  of  all  others, 
bad  no  pretence  to  a  place  among  the  extraordinarics  of  tfie  army. 
The  extraordinarics  of  the  army  were  fuppofed  to  confift  of  nothing 
but  fuch  expences  as  could  not  be  forefeen.     The  credion  of 
barracks  did  not  come  under  that  defcription,  and  was  an  expcnce 
which  muft  have  beea  forefeen.     He  was  oonyinced,  that  if  thdr 
plan  had  been  ftated  at  the  be^nning  to  its  utmoft  extent,  it  would 
have  found  but  a  feeble  fupport  in  the  Houfe ;    and  therefaie  he 
was  defirous,  that  even  now  it  (hould  be  developed,  and  fubmittcd 
to  them  as  a  fubje£l  of  open  and  feparate  difcuflion.     Be6des  hang 
unconfUtutional  in  its  objed,  it  was  become  a  mere  Government 
job,  for  he  had  heard  of  barrackmafters  being  appointed,  with  laige 
falaries,  where  there  were  no  barracks,  and  no  intention  of  end- 
ing them.     With  refpeA  to  the  Weft-India  expedition,  he  wiAed 
for  nothing  fo  much  as  a  fair  inquiry  into  the  fubjeA.     He  hoped 
diat  it  was  the  intention  of  Adminiftration  to  inftitute  an  inquiiy  info 
the  whole  conduct  of  the  war,  and  then  he  would  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  (hewing  the  inhuman  n^led  of  this  expedition,  in  which 
there  was  not  only  an  extravagant  wafte  of  treafure  and  national  ho- 
nour, but  alfo  of  the  lives  of  their  countrymen. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  referved  himfclf  for  a  future  occafion, 
fince  there  was  fome  intention  to  renew  the  difcuffion  ;  in  the  mean 
time  he  admitted  that  thefe  articles  of  expence  were  unauthorifcd 
by  Parliament ;  but  they  were  confined  to  the  necefiity  of  the  cafe. 
The  propriety  of  the  general  bead  of  fervice,  however,  had  bcco 
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fubmitted  and  approved,  and  the  queftion  then  was,  whedier  the 

applicatioa  of  the   money  to  thofe  purppfes  which  the  Houfe  had 

prcvioufly  fandlioned  and  approved,  went  beyond  the  extent  of  the 

neceflity  ?   He  was  fure  th^  accounts  were  accuratei  and  in  regard 

to  the  general  policy  of  the  meafure,  if  ever  it  was  neceffary,  it. 

was  neccifaiy  now,  when  more  than  ufual  precautions  were  to  be 

taken,  that  the  foldiers  might  not  be  perverted  from  the  purpofes 

of  defending  the  country.     He  agreed  that  the  expences  were 

heavy,  but  they  were  fuch  as  the  fafety  of  the  country  abfolutely 

required.      For  his  own  part,  he  always  confidered  it  to  be  a  defi- 

rable  objed,  as  much  as  poflible  to  render  the  ftanding  army  of 

an)'  country  fubfervient  to  the  maintenance  of  its  internal  traitquil- 

lity,  and  in  as  far  as  barracks  contributed  to  this  end,  they  were 

juftifiable,  both  in  a  poliqcal  and  conftitutional  view. 

Mr.  MARTIN  faid,  that  as  motives  pf  humanity  did  not 
fucceed  in  preventing  the  continuance  of  the  war,  he  trufted  that 
the  immenfe  expence,  which  was  daily  increafing,  would  operate 
in  changing  the  fentiments  of  gentlemen. 

General  SMITH  complained  of  the  negle£t  of  Miniflers  in 

not  hying  an  ellimate  before  the  Houfe,  of  certain  fums  which 

they  previoufly  knew  were  to  be  expended.-    Where  was  the  power 

of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  if  Minifters  could,  without  taking  the 

trouble  to  form  an  eftimate,  expend  any  fum  they  liked,  and  then 

call  upon  the  reprefentati  ves  of .  the  people  to  fandion  their  dUburfe- 

xnents  ?  He  begged  leave  to  call  to  the  recolle(£tion  of  gendemen 

the  fyftem  of  fortifications  which  was  in  agitation  fome  years  lyack 

—a  fyftem  which,  if  carried  into  efFedl,  would  have  cod  the  nation 

immenfe  fums.     It  was  then  thought  necelTary  to  confider  the  plan, 

and  form  a  juft  idea  of  the  expences.     General  and  naval  officers 

were  fent  to  examine  the  practicability  of  the   fyftem,  and  the 

Houfe  condemned  the  meafure.     Why,  on  the  fame  principtct 

^(^  not  an  eftimate  of  the  expences  in  the  eredtion  of  barracks, 

fubmitted  to  the  Houfe  i  Such  an  eftimate  would  moft  probably 

have  been  diiapproved  of.     He  would,  therefore,  on  that  ground^ 

^  that  there  might  not  be  a  precedent  for  fuch  unconftttutional 

proceedings  in  future,  vote  for  leaving  out  the  charge  for  barracks* 

The  SECRETARY  AT  WAR  obferved,  that  whenever  an 

inquiry  was  inftituted  into  the  Weft-India  expedition,  he  would 

^  happy  to  meet  it,  and  he  was  convinced  that  the  refult  of  that 

inquiry  would  redound  to  the  honour  of  thofe  who  planned  and 

«»duaed  it. 

Mr.  FOX  conftdered  it  as  a  moft  fcandalous  proceeding,  a  pro- 
ceeding which  might  juftly  excite  the  aftoniftiment  and  indignation 
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of  the  oountiT,  that  a  fubjeft.  of  fuch  magnitode  had  been  broaght 
before  the  Hoafe  fo  late  on  a  former  evening,  as  the  report  of  the 
extraordinaries  of  the  army  for  laft  year.  It  ftnick  him  with  fur- 
prize,  little  as  he  was  indined  to  be  furprized  at  any  of  thdr  mca- 
fiires,  and  on  the  ooantiy  it  iriuft  have  produced  a  flrange  impref- 
fion  indeed.  Could  the  Houfe  feel  no  fentiment  of  wonder,  dtat 
the  extraordinaries  of  the  army  for  a  broken  year  (hould  amount  to 
3,900,0001.  It  was  true,  that  in  the  Confiitution  there  was  a 
provifion  for  thefe  extraordinaries  ;  but  in  his  opiniont  it  was  die 
weakeft  and  moft  vulnerable  part  of  the  Confiitution,  and  there- 
fore ought  to  be  looked  to  with  greater  vigilance  and  care*  Amor^ 
the  accounts  he  found  300I.  chained  for  payment  of  the  foes  of  a 
Knight  (if  the  Bath !  Was  this  an  army  extraordinary  ?  He  found 
alfo  300I.  charged  for  conveying  Frederick  Nordi  to  Corfica ! 
Was  this  alfo  an  army  extraordinary  ?  But  as  he  went  on  he  found 
fums  of  greater  magnitude,  charged  for  purpofes  of  more  imfchie- 
¥ous  tendency ;  330,0001.  was  chaiged  for  the  ereftion  of  bar- 
racks, and  this  the  Houfe  of  Commons  were  called  upon  to  de- 
firay,  without  ever  having  been  confulted  refpeding  the  porpofe  for 
which  die  money  was  applied,  without  any  eftimatie  of  the  diarges 
having  been  fubmitted  to  their  infpedion,  and  without  any  accounr, 
or  fo  much  as  the  femblance  of  an  account  of  the  mode  in  which  the 
money  was  expended.  Had  an  efUmatebeen  made  out,  then  they 
might  have  been  enabled  to  judge  whether  the  objeft  was  worthy  of 
the  expcnce,  and  whether  the  cxpence  was  the  Icaft  that  it  was  pof- 
fible  to  incur  in  attaining  theobjed.  But  as  matters  had  been  ma- 
naged, they  knew  not  what  they  had  in  return  for  the  demand 
which  they  were  now  called  upon  to.  anfwer.  They  did  not  know 
what  barracks  had  been  built — what  real  expencc  was  covered  by 
the  charge— or  whedier  the  expence  aAually  incurred  was  fuch  as 
could  at  all  juftify  the  demand  which  was  made.  •  It  had  been  (aid 
by  the  Secretary  at  War,  that  the  mafter-gencral  of  the  barracks 
was  an  excellent  man,  and  every  way  qualified  for  the  office  which 
he  holds.  He  had  no  doubt  of  it.  But  becaufc  tfie  Secretary  at 
War  had  been  pleafed  to  declare  that  1^  entertained  a  good  opinion 
of  the  mafter  general  of  the  barracks,  was  this  a  reafon  for  Ac 
Houfe  of  Commons  voting  away  330,000!.  of  the  money  of  Adr 
conftituents  ?  But  from  what  the  Secretary  at  War  had  faid,  it  was 
evident  that  he  had  never  fo  much  as  examined  the  accounts,  for 
he  had  faid  that;  under  the  head  of  barracks,  were  comprehended 
the  hofpital  expences,  the  expcnce  of  forage,  &c.  but  on  looking 
over  the  accounts,-  he  obferved  feparate  charges  for  thefe  very  ar- 
ticles.    He  did  not  wi(h  to  take  advantage  of  any  flight  inattention. 
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btxt  the  expence  was  fo  enormous  that  he  could  not  let  it  pafs  un- 
noticed. 

The  right  honourable  gentleman  had  faid,  that  it  might  be  pro- 
per .for  the  Houfe  to  inquire  into  the  policy  of  ereding  barracks  ^ 
but  he  afked  if  that  was  any  apology  for  what  was  already  done  ; 
or  if  that  afibrded  any  excufe  of  the  conduct  of  Minifters  in  not  hav- 
ing (ubmitted  the  eftimates  to  the  Houfe,  that  fo  they  might  have 
bad  an  opportunity  of  judging,  whether  the  advantage,  fuppoling 
it    to  exift,  was  procured  in  the  beft  and  cheapeft  way.     When 
f  uch  fums  of  money  were  thus  expended  for  purpofes,  which  at  the 
beft  were  fufpicious,  good  God !  were  it  to  be  wondered  that  th6 
people  were  difopntented  r    M inifters  feemed  to  be  moft  forward  in 
expofing  the  defers  and  blemifhes  of  the  Con(Utution. — Their 
condu6t  was  not  unlike  that  of  Dr.  Swift,  who,  when  he  wifhed 
to  expofe  the  weakneflfes  of  human  nature,  recurred  for  his  defcrip- 
tions  to  the\:haraaer  of  the  Yahoos.     With  refped  to  the  Weft 
Indian  expedition,  all  that  he  had  heard  only  tended  more  and  more 
to  confirm  the  ai]gument  for  inquiry.     A  right  honourable  gentle- 
tleman  had  faid,  indeed,  that  he  was  willing  to  meet  us  in  his  own 
vindication.     But  to  meet  us,  how?  not  by  inquiry,  but  by  aiTer- 
tion,  and  claiming  the  viiSory  by  a  call  for  the  qucAion-^I,  faid 
Mr«  Fox,  wi(h  for  no  fuch  meeting.     Let  him  inftitute  an  inquiry 
into  his  conduit,  and  if  fad  will  bear  him  out,  then  let  him  come 
forward,  proud  of  his  innocence,  and  challenge  the  merit  which  is 
his  due.     But  he  had  no  hopes  that  ever  they  would  confent  to 
meet  him  on  tlie  ground  of  inqOiry ;  and  he  begged  leave  to  re- 
mind them,  that  it  was  not  much  to  their  credit  (but  this  was  their 
own  concern),  that  it  was  not  much  for  the  credit  of  the  Houfe, 
and  that  it  was  not  much  for  the  credit  of  the  country,  that  no  in- 
quiry had  taken  place  into  the  condudof  the  war.     The  Chancel- 
lor of  the  Exchequer  contended,  that  it  was  a  defirablb  objed  to 
have  the  army  fo  difciplined  as  to  be  beft  fitted  for  prote6ting  the 
tranquillity  of  the  country.     To  the  maxim  in  the  abftrad  he  had 
no  obje£tion.     But  how  did  he  mean  to  apply  it  i  If  he  meant  that 
the  army  ought  to  be  kept  feparate  from  the  people,  and  ought  never 
to  mingle  with  them,  no  dodrine  could  have  a  more  hoftile  afped 
to  the  Conftitution  of  Great  Britain. .    When  the  army  was  kept 
fecluded  frooi  the  people,  they  became  attached  to  different  inter- 
efts  than  thofe  which  it  was  their  province  to  guard ;  but  when  they 
were  permitted  to  mingle  with  thcm^  it  would  not  be  fo  eafy  to 
make  them  take  up  arms  againft  their  countrymen.      If  the  army 
of  King  James,  previous  to  the  Revolution,  had  been  in  a  (ituation 
in  which  they  had  no  opportunity  of  mingling  with  the  people^  it 
Vol.  XLIII.  4  F 
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was  probable  that  they  would  not  have  thrown  down  their  arms. 

when  they  were  called  upon  to  cfpoufe  the  caufe  of  tliat  unfortunate 
Prince.  A  (landing  army  was  at  all  tinges  dangerous,  but  when  it 
was  kept  apart  from  the  people,  the  evil  to  be  apprehended  from  it 
increafed  to  an  alarming  hpight.  In  other  times,  JMiniftcrs  would 
not  have  dared  to  vindicate  that  fyftem  of  military  govcmrocnr, 
which  they  were  now  attempting  to  eftablilh.  But  in  times  lit.** 
thefe,  what  ftrides  of  arbitrary  power  could  excite  furprife  ?  By  the 
bill  which  paffed  laft  night,  the  foundations  of  Englifli  liberty  were 
dedroyed  ;  and  thofe  who  had  undermined  the  foundations,  would 
have  little  fcruple  to  demolilh  the  fabric. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  rofc  to  ftatc,  that  he  had  did  nothing 
which  infinuated  that  the  military  ought  not  to  participate  in  tl» 
fame  wi(bcs  and  fentiments,  as  the  great  body  of  tlie  ppople. 

Mr.  WINDHAM  faid,  that  he  was  ready  to  anfwcr  any  in- 
ftancc  of  abufe,  which  might  be  produced. 

Mr.  STEELE  vindicated  the  conducSof  Miniftcrs,  withrefpcd 
to  the  time  at  which  they  brought  forward  the  extraordinaries,  and 
contended,  that  the  accounts  had  been  made  out  with>  the  utmotl 
accuracy  and  attention.  He  admitted,  that  there  was  feme  ground 
of  complaint,  tliat  no  efiimate  had  been  prepared.  But  there  was 
confiderable  difficulty  to  prepare  any  eiiimate,  on  which  the  Houib 
could  proceed  with  certainty.  In  the  fum  of  336,0001.  for  bar- 
racks, were  included  different  articles,  fuch  as  coals^  candles,  and 
beer,  which  had  been  furnifhed  to  the  foldiers. 

After  fome  dcfultory  converfation  the  Houfe  divided  ; 
For  the  Amendment,   28;  Againft  it,   74. 
Before  ftrangers  were  again  admitted,  we  underAand  that  a  mo- 
tion was  made  that  the  Report  (hpuld  be  re- committed. 

On  our  admiffion  wc  found  Mr.  FOX  on  his  legs,  expatiating 
on  the  confequences  of  the  fyftem  of  barracks.  Becaufc  it  was  pot 
lible  that  the  foldiers  might  be  perverted  by  intercourfe  with  fcditkws 
perfons,  was  it  not  mcrdy  fufficient  to  take  fome  precautions  to 
keep  fuch  charadlers  at  a  diftance,  but  were  they  to  be  debarred 
from  all  communication  with  the  great  mafs  of  the  people  r — He 
would  contend,  tliat  the  Soldiers,  fo  far  as  they  wcic  prevented 
from  mixing  with  the  people  at  large,  were  prevented  from  parti- 
cipating in  the  general  fentiirents.  The  great  advantage  to  the  Re- 
volution in  this  country  waf,  that  the  foldiers  had  been  accuftonKd 
to  mix  vith  their  fcriow-fuhjcdis,  and  difpofed  to  co-operate  in  the 
fame  views.  No  man  would  be  fo  ra(h  as  to  fay,  that  the  Revo- 
lution would  have  been  effefted  without  bloodlhed,  had  it  not  been 
for  the  difpofition  which  had  (hewn  itfclf  on  the  part  of  the  military. 
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If  the  6bje£t  of  bamuiks  was  to  keep  the  foldiers  in  order,  they  ap- 
pearedi  from  the  recent  inftances,  by  no  means  to  have  had  the 
cflfed.  Whatever  was  the  caufe,  the  army  had,  on  more  occa- 
lions  than  one,  (hewn  itfelf  to  be  far  from  being  well  difciplined, 
and  there  occurred,  in  late  years,  more  cafes  of  mutiny  and  courts 
martial  than  had  ever  taken  place  within  fo  (hort  a  period.  But 
into  this  he  would  not  enter  ;  the  point  to  which  he  now  wi(hcd  to 
call  the  attention  pf  the  Houfe,  was  the  large  fum  which  they  were 
now  called  upon  to  vote,  without  fpecifying  the  purpofes  to  which* 
it  was  to  be  applied.  The  money  nnight  be  employed  in  the  moft 
extravagant  manner,  and  they  know  nothing  of  the  matter,  nor  be 
able  to  render  anv  account  to  their  conAituents. 

Mr.  W.SMITH  remarked,  that  from  year  to  year,  thefc  ac- 
counts for  barracks  had  been  voted  without  any  eftimate.  What 
was  the  effeA  of  this  proc^ding  ?  Were  they  fure  that  more  bar- 
racks might  not  be  ereded  than  were  fufHcient  to  contain  tne  num- 
ber of  troops  on  the  peace  eAabliihment  ?  He  wifhed  to  fay  one 
word  with  refpe<5l  to  barracks  and  the  bills.  .  If  there  was  an  evil 
fuppofed  to  exift  in  the  country,  which  rendered  it  neceflary  to  have 
recourfe  to  extraordinary  precautions — the  bills,  he  remarked,  were 
temporary,  and,  in  that  rcfpe£^,  calculated  to  meet  the  nature  of 
the  evil.  But  were  thofe  barracks  which  had  been  ere£led  of  that 
dcfcription  ?  Were  buildings  of  brick  and  ftone,  which  had  coft 
nearly  6oo,oooL  to  be  fet  down  as  merely  the  effe£t  of  temporary 
precaution  ? 

Mr.  MARTIN  faid,  that  he  felt  coniiderable  confolation  in 
having  always  oppofed  the  eredion  of  barracks.  Thefc  barracks 
were,  in  his  opinion,  calculated  to  alienate  the  afFe6lions  of  the 
lower  clafTes  of  people  from  the  Government.  Thofe*  who  were 
perlbns,  whom  it  was  of  moft  confcquence  to  conciliate ;  and  he 
heartily  wifhed  that  they  had  more  caufe  to  be  attached  to  the  fyflem 
of  things,  as  it  was  now  adminiftered. 

Mr.  BURDON  and  Mr.  BRANDLING  mentioned,  that 
their  conftituents  had  applied  for  barracks  as  a  convenience  and  a 
procedion. 

Mr.  M.  ROBINSON  faid,  that  the  fyftem  of  barracks  was 
not  temporary ;  in  his  opinion,  it  would  laft  longer  than  the 
Conftitution. 

Mr.  WHITBREAD  faid,  that  two  honourable  gentlemen  had 
ifated, .  (what  he  was  forry  to  hear)  that  their  conftituents  had  ap- 
I^ied  for  barracks.  His  motion,  however,  did  not  interfere  with 
any  convenience  or  protedion  which  barracks  might  be  calculated 
to  affimL     It  only  went  to  ^1  for  the  accounts  relative  to  the  bar* 

4  F  a 
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racks,  in  order  that  the  Houfe  might  be  qualified  to  jtidge  in  iriat 
manner  the  money  of  their  conffituents  was  applied. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  he  did  not  objcd  to  any  a- 
plapation  being  given  with  refpedl  to  die  barracks. 

Mr.  WHITBREAD  aiked  why  that  explanadon  (bould  not 
be  given  before  they  had  voted  the  Aims  ftated  in  the  refdutioQs? 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  aflced  whedicr  the  fum  which  they  were 
now  called  upon  to  vote  would  cover  the  who^e  expcnce  of  the 
barracks.  ^  From  his  own  obfervation,  and  from  the  report  of  odieis 
he  underf^ood  that  a  great  part  of  the  barracks  were  by  no  means 
completed  ;  they  were  at  prefent  in  a  ftate  of  preparation,  and  it 
might  coA  the  countiy  as  much  more  before  they  weve  fim(hed. 
Now  he  wifhed  to  put  to  the  Houfe,  fuppofe  diat  the  fum  total  cf 
thefe  barracks  (hould  amount  to  two  millbns,  (and  it  was  not  pro- 
bable that  it  wovld  fell  (hort  of  one  million)  if  the  eftimate  had 
in  the  firil  inAance  been  laid  before  theHouie,  would  Ih^  haveconfen* 
ted  to  incur  ib  enormous  an  expence  for  fuck  an  objed  ?  Now,  hor- 
ever  they  were  called  upon  to  vote  it  away  in  fcfaps  and  parcels, 
without  any  account  being  given  of  the  application,  or  having 
any  means  to  judgp  how  far  they  were  applying  the  money  of  their 
condituents  for  a  proper  purpofe.  The  motion  for  a  reconunit- 
ment  was  then  put  and  negatived  without  a  divifion. 

Mr.  GREY  faid,  that  he  meant  to  make  a  motion,  which  he 
underftood  would  meet  with  no  oppdition.  He  then  moved,  ^'that 
there  (hould  be  laid  on  the  table  an  account  of  all  the  fums  of  ttc- 
ney  i0ued  for  the  eredUon  of  barracks,  from  the  year  1 790  to  the 
prefent  time  ;  alfo,  the  fums  of  money  neceflhry  for  complefcu^ 
the  barracks  no^v  building,  and  intended  to  be  built." 

No  oppofition  being  made  to  the  motion, 

Mr.  WHITBREAD  faid,  that  he  could  not  help  pointed^  re- 
marking that  the  Houfe  had  voted  away  the  fum  of  2o6,oool.  and 
the  moment  after  agreed  to  a  motion  in  order  to  inquire  for  what 
purpofe  it  had  been  applied. 

The  motion  was  then  agreed  to.  After  which  Mr.  Sheiidao 
moved,  '<  that  there  be  laid  on  the  table  an  account  of  the  number 
and  names  of  all  the  barrack  mafterd,  and  other  officers,  with  their 
refpe^ive  (alaries,  employed  for  fuperintenJti^  ihe  banadu  buiic, 
or  intended  to  be  built.'* 

This  motion  was  alfo  agreed  Ixx 

Mr.  H.  BROWNE  prefcnted  a  ,petition  from  the  underfigncd 
freeholders  of  the  county  of  York,  againll  the  bills. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table.    . 

Mr.  WILBERFORCE  prefcnted  a  pctitiun  from  the  fieehol- 
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of  York  in  favour  of  ^e  bills,  and  fpoke  at  fome  length  on 
yHc  decided  (jnajonty  in  that  county  who  had  come  forward  on  the 
occadon. 

Mr.  FOX  faid,  that  he  certainly  conceived  the  opinion  of  the 
majority  of  the  county  of  York  entitled  to  great  refpedl ;  but,  ^  on 
the  fame  principle,  the  fentimcnts  of  thofc  large  bodies  from  other 
quarters,  who  had  expreflfed  their  oppofition  to  the  bills,  were  en- 
titled to  equal  regard. 

Sir  W.  MILNER  entered  into  a  detsdl  of  circumftanccs  ref- 
pcdling  the  meeting  at  York. 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  laid,  that  in  juftice  to  fo 
important  a  petitbn,  he  muft  remark,  that  he  (hould  have  been 
very  much  difappointed,  if  the  inhabitants  of  a  county,  in  which 
had  taken  place  fome  of  the  tranfa£lions  which  impofcd  the  necef- 
fity  for  the  prefent  bill,  had  not  come  forward  to  exprefs  their  fen- 
timcnts in  the  manner  in  which  they  had  done  upon  the  prefent 
occaiion. 

Mr.  FOX  (aid,  that  fome  of  thofe  proceedings  to  which  the 
learned  gentleman  alluded,  had  alfo  taken  place  in  Middlefex,  in 
Wefhninfter,  in  Southwark,  and  in  Suny.  He  mentioned,  that 
petitions  againft  the  bills  had  been  received  from  nearly  twenty 
thoufand  perfons  in  the  county,  fo  that  the  honourable  gentleman 
ought  by  no  means  to  flatttr  himfdf  with  fo  decifive  a  nrtajority  as 
he  had  reprefentcd. 

The  petition  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table.      ^ 
Two  other  petitions  were  prefented  by  Mr.  Slieridan,  from  the 
inhabitants  of  Strathaven,  againft  the  bills ;  ,and  by  Mr.  Dundas^ 
from  the  traders  and  manufadturers  of  Glafgow,  in  favour  of  the 
bais. 

Mr.  W.  SMITH  (aid,  that  he  liad  a  petition  to  prefent  to  the 
Houfe,  on  a  topic  fomewhat  different  from  that  which  had  lately 
engaged  their  attention.     The  foUowing  is  a  copy  of  the  petition : 

TO  THE  HONOURABLE  HOUSE  OF  COMMONS 
IN  PARLIAMENT  ASSEMBLED. 

WE,  whoie  names  are  hereonto  fubfcribcd,  being  perfons  who  with 
^vers  others  had  engaged  thcmfelves  in  a  fubfcription,  under  the  manage- 
ment and  conduA  of  James  Morgan,  of  Kenfington,  in  the  county  of 
Middlefex,  Efq.  for  the  purpofe  of  making  a  loan  to  the  Public  of  fach 
money  as  might  be  wanted  for  the  public  fervice  for  the  enfuing  yea^ 

Do  moft  humbly  reprefent. 
That  for  fome  time  previous  to  their  forming  fuch  fubfcription,  for  the 
porpofes  before-meiitioncd,  and  prior  to  the  25th  day  of  November  lafl. 
It  was  matter  of  public  notoriety,  that  the  money  wanted  for  the  public 
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fervice  was  to  be  borrowed  on  a  competition  of  ofiers,  whereof  tbe  ntoft 
advantageous  to  the  Public  was  to  be  accepted. 

That  this  method  was  by  the  right  honourable  the  Chancellor  of  His 
Majefty  *s  Exchequer  communicated  to  the  Governor  of  the  Bank  of  Ecg- 
land,  as  is  ufuai  in  fuch  cafes,  and  by  him  to  the  faid  James  Morgan. 

Thaty  in  confequence  thereof,  your  petitioners  formed  to  themiitlTeitbe 
plan  of  becoming  bidders  for  the  loan. 

That  the  faid  James  Morgan  having  informed  the  light  honourabk  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  of  his  readinefs  to  treat  for  the  loan,  he  was 
invited  to  the  Treafury  on  the  faid  25th  day  of  November  laft,  which 
day  was  fixed  for  the  communication  of  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  kan, 
in  order  that  the  intended  bidders  might  be  fully  prepared  againfi  the 
time  fixed  for  the  bidding,  which  was  the  Friday  following. 

That  the  faid  James  Morg^  was  then,  for  the  firft  time,  requefted  to 
declare,  whether  he  would  agree  to  bid  for  the  loan,  on  condition  that 
the  ofier  made  by  him  ((hould  it  turn  oat  10  be  the  mod  advantageooi  ibr 
the  Public)  Ihould  be  at  the  option  of  Mefirs.  Boyd  and  others,  the  con- 
tradors  for  the  laft  loan,  to  fuperfede  by  ofiering  to  advance  the  money  at 
a  rate. more  advantageous  to  the  Public  by  half  per  cent.,  or  ten  fiuliiogs 
on  every  one  hundred  pounds  to  be  borrowed. 

That  your  petitioners  humbly  reprefent,  that  in  their  minds  there  cannot 
exiil  any  good  or  fufficient  reafon  why  fuch  preference  ooght  to  be  giren 
to  the  contractors  for  the  laft  loan,  more  efpecially  as  they  are  informed  that 
many  of  the  perfons  who  fomilhed  the  laft  loan  to  Government,  asftsnd- 
ing  on  the  lift  of  Mefifrs.  Boyd  and  others,  the  then  contraAors,  are  not 
the  fame  perfons  as  are  u^n  their  lift  for  the  prefent  loan*  And  that,  io 
cafe  it  ftiould  appear  that  any  terms  were  made  on  the  contra^  for  the  M 
loan,  thofe  terms  could  only  apply  to  the  fame  perfons  with  whom  foch 
terms  were  made,  or  who  were  liable  to  be  afieAed  thereby. 

They  farther  humbly  reprefent  unto  your  honourable  Houfe,  that,  rdj- 
ing  in  full  confidence  on  a  fair  competition  being  allowed  in  oftcring  to 
make  the  loan  for  the  Public,  they  have  been  induced  to  prepare  large 
foms  of  money,  ready  to  be  applied  to  the  ufe  of  the  Public,  fliould  the 
ofier  made  on  their  part  have  been  found  the  moft  advantageous. 

That  the  plan  of  a  competition  being  deftroyed  by  the  conditions  ttpo- 
lated  in  favour  of  the  contraAors  for  the  laft  loan,  they  have  been  deprived 
of  an  opportunity  of  making  any  bidding  for  the  loan ;  which  opportonity 
they  humbly  infift  they  were  entidcd  to,  as  well  from  the  dedaled  terms 
of  a  competition  beine  allowed,  as  of  the  great  benefit  to  arife  to  the  cooo- 
try  therefrom ;  whereoy  your  petitioners  have  fuftained  great  injary,  doc 
having  any  provifion  made  for  the  rein veft men t  of  their  money,  by  them 
neceflarily  called  in,  to  be  prepared  to  make  the  ufual  depofit,  and  fodi 
payments  as  might  be  fixed  for  an  early  period. 

That,  in  regard  your  petitioners  are  advifed  that  the  contra^,  mffe 
fay  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  for  all  public  loans,  are  upon  coodiiion 
of  the  fandlion  of  Parliament  for  the  terms  thereof : 

Your  petitioners  therefore,  for  the  reafons  before  ftated,  ooft 
humbly  pray  your  honourable  Houfe  will  not  fandHon  tbe 
contradl  made  with  MelTrs.  Boyd  and  others,  for  the  loin  for 
the  enfuing  vear:  And  that  vour  petitioners  may  be  heard  bf 
Counfel  in  fupport  of  this  their  petition. 

And  your  petitioners  /hall  ever  pray,  &c. 
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The  p^ttdon  b^Ing  read,  Mr.  Smith  ftated,  that  it  was  (Igned  bjr 

between  150  and  2oo^icioners.     The  petition  only  complained 

of  an  injury  to  their  private  intereft ;  the  degree  to  which  the  public 

intereft  might  be  affeded,  was  a  collateral  confideration.     As  for 

being  heard  by  Counfel,  that  rcqueA,  he  fuppofed,  could  not  be 

granted ;  his  only  object  was,  that  it  might  be  taken  into  confide* 

ration  within  fuch  time  as  to  infure  the  views  of  the  petitioners. 

I^e  would  now  give  notice,  that  he  fliould  move  to  refer  it  to  a 

Committee,  on  Monday  next,  previous  to  the  opening  the  Ways 

and  Means  of  the  year,  for  it  would  be  eflential  to  the  public,  that 

the  grounds  of  the  petition  (hould  be  dated  before  any  refolution 

was  agreed  to  refpedling  the  loan. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  thought  it  would  be  better  that  the  peti- 
tion ihould  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  of 
the  year.  The  amount  of  the  loan  was  a  point  not  at  all  impli- 
cated in  the  prefent  cafe,  and  the  Houfc  would  fee  there  was  no  ne- 
ceflity  of  ordering  the  petition  to  be  laid  on  the  table,  for  thepurpofe 
of  laying  it  afterwards  before  a  Committee,  iince,  by  an  order  for 
referring  it  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  all  the  purpofes 
of  the  petition  would  be  taken  into  the  mod  regular  conlideration, 
fincc  it  would  come  before  the  very  Committee  to  whom  the  fubje6l 
of  the  loan  would  be  referred.  Then  the  parties  would  have  an 
opportunity  of  entering  upon  the  whole  fubjcdt,  and  the  Committee 
would  finally  determine  upon  its  merits.  He  therefore  wi(hed  that 
the  petition  fhould  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Ways  and 
Means  on  Monday. 

Mr.  FOX  obfcrvcd,  that  a  difference  of  opinion  might  arife  upon 
the  fubjeiSt.  If  fadls  were  alledged  on  one  fide  and  denied  on  the 
other,  and  upon  tliat  fuppofition,  perhaps,  the  better  way  would 
be,  to  order  the  petition  to  be  laid  on  the  table,  and  then  to  appoint 
a  day  for  taking  it  into  confideration,  for  the  purpofe  of  putting  it 
into  a  train  to  hear  evidence  upon  the  fubje£^. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  would  judge  of  the  whole  cafe ;  and,  if  it  (hould  appear  to 
be  necefTary,  they  might  report  progrefs,  and  order  a  farther  exami- 
nation of  the  fiibje6l. 

Mr.  W.  SMITH  faid,  he  was  inftruded  to  ftatc,  there  were 
material  fa£ts  necefifary  to  be  inquired  into,  and  on  which  the  peti- 
tioners were  very  defirous  of  giving  evidence ;  but,  if  the  Houfe 
thot^ht  it  was  proper  the  petition  (hould  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means,  he  had  no  objedion. 

Mr.  HUSSEY  obferved,  there  were  only  two  witnefles  to  the 
tranla^on  of  which  the  petition  complained«^the  Governor  of  the 
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Bank  of  England  and  Mr.  Morgan  ;  he  wiflied  to  know  if  tbe  Chao- 

cellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  any  objedion  to  their  being  exanriDcd 
by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  on  Monday;  and,  if  nor, 
he  fubmitted  the  propriety  of  making  an  order  for  dieir  attendance. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  was  of  opinion,  that  no  fuch  order,  in 
the  prefent  ftage  of  the. proceeding,  could  be  made,  oonfiftendy  wilfa 
the  rules  of  the  Houfe. 

The  petition  was  referred  to.  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Mcaiu 
on  Monday.  • 

Mr.  FOX9  however,  objeded  to  this  mode  of  procedure,  as  it, 
to  a  certain  degree,  interfered  with  the  difcretion  of  the  Houfe,  and 
precluded  them  from  examining  evidence,  or  taking  fuch  other  ftq^s 
as  the  nature  of  the  tranfa£tion  might  fcem  to  demand.  It  vas 
agreed,  that  if  the  bufinefs  could  not  be  taken  up  on  the  firfi  Aatt- 
ment  of  the  budget,  it  ihould  be  difcufled  on  the  report. 

The  Houfe  then  proceeded  to  the  orders  of  the  day. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  ptopofed,  diat  the  firft  order  of  the  day  to 
be  taken  into  coniideiation,  ftiould  be  tbe  Report  of  the  Committee 
to  inquire  into  the  author  of  the  libel  on  the  Conftitution,  entitled, 
**  Thoughts  on  the  Englifli  Government,".  &c.— He  Aatcd,  that 
diit  ought  to  have  the  precedent  of  every  other  older,  as  a  nutter  of 
privilege.  This  Report  dated,  that  Mr.  Reeves  was  the  author; 
and  when  it  was  received,  he  intended  to  propofe,  that  Mr.  Reeves 
be  ordered  to  attend  the  Houfe. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  did  not  conceive  that  this  was  a  matter 
of  fuch  preflTmg  urgency,  as*  to  induce  the  Houfe  to  fct  afidctbc 
other  order  of  the  day  for  receiving  the  nepoit  of  the  Committee  on 
the  bill  for  the  better  Prefervation  of  His  Majefty's  Perfon  and  Go- 
vernment. It  remained  with  the  Houfe  to  determine,  at  what  time 
it  would  be  moft  fuitable  to  their  convenience,  to  take  this  matter 
into  confideration.  For  his  own  part,  frorn  the  attention  he  had 
becfvabic  to  give  the  fubjcci,  he  was  inclined  to  think,  that  the  awft 
advifeable  mode  would  be,  to  order  the  Attorney  General  to  profe- 
cute  this  libel  in  a  Court  of  Law,  and  to  take  the  opinion  of  a 
jury  upcn  it.  Under  this  idea,  it  was  not  his  wiOi,  that  the 
Houfe  (hould  take  any  ficp  leading  them  to  prejudge  the  fubjed) 
which  would  remain  for  judicial  inquiry. 

Mr.  FOX  thought  that  the  Houfe  ought  not  to  truft  the  bufinefs 
out  cf  their  own  hand^,  and  the  bell  way  would  be  to  order  Mr. 
Reeves  to  attend. 

The  MASTER  OF  THE  ROLLS  faid,  that  if  there  wa$  any 
|dca  of  ordering  a  profecution  to  be  commenced  againft  Mr.  Reeves, 
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it  would  be  highly  improper  to  order  him  to  attend.     He  deprecat- 
ed any  farther  proceeding  at  prefcnt. 

Mr.  GREY  faid,  that  the  ordinary  method  of  the  Houfe,  in 
fuch  cafes,  was  to  take  the  proceedings  into  their  own  hands ;  on 
this  account  it  would  be  neceffary  to  have  evidence  bejpre  them, 
in  order  to  afcertain  whom  it  may  be  proper  to  profecute. 

Mr.  DUNDAS  faid,  that  if  witneffes  were  to  be  examined  in 
a  court  of  law,  the  Houfe  (hould  not  enter  into  a  judicial-invelliga- 
tion  of  the  fubjcift. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  faid,  that  the  Committee  having  reported  that 
Mr.  Reeves  is  the  author,  it  was  for  the  Houfe  to  d-tcrmiiie 
whether  there  was  fufHcient  evidence  of  this  point,  and  what  finirc 
fteps  were  to  be  taken. '  He  could  wi(h  t!»:  Committc'Tto  br  rrylv^ 
ed  ;  and  when  a  fecond  Report  was  made,  and  the  \vhi;!c  f  fhe 
evidence  before  the  Houfe,  it  would  then  be  competiiit  for  apv 
member  to  propofe  what  mode  of  future  proceeding  he  mi^^ht  t'.iiiik 
ir  proper  to  take. 

Mr.  Serjeant  ADAIR  thought  that  at  prcfent  there  was  nnt 
fufficient  ground  for  a  profecutioh  againft  Mr.  Reeves,  and  Th'\^ 
therefore  farther  inquiry  ^as  necclTarv,  previous  to  any  determina- 
tion about  the  future  procceedings  of  the  Houfe. 

The  SPEAKER  faid,  that  if  in  the  opinion  of  the  Houfe  the 
Committee  have  not  obtained  all  that  information  that  was  rcqui,- 
fitc,  that  the  Houfe  might  order  the  Report  of  the  Committee  to 
be  recommitted. 

After  fome  farther  convcrfation,  it  was  agreed  that  the  com- 
mittee (hould  be  revived,  and  that  the  Houfe  would  take  their  far- 
ther Report  into  confidcration  on  Friday  next. 

The  order  of  the  day  was  then  read,  for  the  Houfe  to  receive  the 
Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  bill  for  the  better  prcfervation  of  ^ 
His  Majefty's  perfon  and  Government. 

The  oppofition  members  withdrew  ;  after  which  the  refolutions 
were  read,  with  the  amendments,  and  the  tliird  reading  ordered  for 
Thurfday  next. 

Monday f  'Jfh  cf  December* 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  acquainted  the  Houfe,  that  he  had  a 
mefiage  from  His  Majefty  to  the  Houfe,  figned  by  His  Majelty  ; 
and  he  prcfcnted  the  fame  to  the  Houfe,  and  it  was  read  by  Mr. 
Speaker,  and  is  as  followeth,  viz. 

GEORGE  Ry 

HIS  Mnjefiy  thinks  proper  to  acquaint  the  H  ufe  efOnmmnsy  tla! 
Voi.XLlil.  4G 
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a  conjiderable  fum  is  likely  to  arijefrom  the  f ale  of  Juch  of  the  frizeSf 
made  on  the  Jubje^s  ofthe\]x\\t.t<^  Provinces,  as  are  by  law  vejUi  in 
the  Crown  ;  and  that  it  is  His  Mayfly  s  intention^  when  theacuurJs 
JhaU  he  chfedy  to  direSf  that  produce  which  Jh all  arije  therefrom^  after 
making fuch  allowances  as  may  be  thought  due  to  the  merits  of  any  of  tie 
captors,  /ball  be  applied  to  the  public  fervice, 

G.  R. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  obferved,  that  a  fimilar  proceeding  tool 
plaee  with  refpedl  to  the  French  prizes,  taken  the  war  before  die 
laft,  and  concluded  with  moving,  **  That  an  humble  addrefs  be 
prefcnted  to  His  Majefty,  thanking  him  for  his  tender  concern  in 
manifefting  to  ,the  Houfe  Jiis  defire  cf  applyjing  the  faid  money  to 
the  public  fervice,  after  defraying  the  claims  of  the  captors ;  and 
tliat  fuch  oT  the  mem*bcrs  as  were  of  His  Majefty *s  moft  honoura- 
ble Privy  Council  (hould  prefent  the  fame." 

Sir  FR/VNCIS  BARING  faid,  he  by  no  means  cbjcded  to  the 
principle,  but  had  his  doubt  with  refpcfl  to  the  propriety  of  dif- 
mifling  of  certain  individual  claims,  under  a  claufe  in  the  Dutch 
property  bill.  He  did  not  know  whether,  in  tlie  prefent  cafe, 
they  could  have  recourfe  to  a  court  of  juftice. 

Sir  WILLIAM  SCOTT,  in  reply  faid,  that  the  money  was  not 
to  be  applied  to  the  public  fervice,  until  certain  legal  claims  were 
difcharged.    Befides,  the  claufe  to  which  the  honourable  Baronet al- 
\luded  would  not  prevent  their  having- rcdrefs  in  the  court  of  Ad- 
miralty, or  the  other  courts  of  juftice. 

The  addrefs  was  then  agreed  to  ncm.  con.  and  His  Majcfty's 
mcflage,  referred  to  the  Committee  of  ways  and  means. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT. — I  am  pcrfcflly  aware  that  in  bring  for- 
ward this  fubjedt  for  the  confideration  of  the  Committee  at  fo  early 
a  period,  the  difficulty  of  the  tafk  is  fomewhat  increafed  by  the  im- 
poflibility  in  the  prefent  moment  of  forming  cxcSt  ftatcments  on 
cither  fide  of  the  account.      I  have  endeavoured,  however,  as  far  to 
afccrtain  the  general  amount  of  the  burdens,  which  muil  be  iin- 
pofed,  and  of  the  provifions  by  which  they  may  be  defrayed,  as 
may  enable  me  to  lay  before  the  Committee  a  tolerably  correfl  ibtc- 
ment.     Whatever  may^e  the  difficulties  of  the  talk,  I   felt  die 
moft  powerful  motives  not  to  delay  it  for  a  longer  period.     At  the 
opening  of  the  feflion  the  Houfe  expreffed  a  fentiment  of  the  highcft 
fatisfaSion  at  the  profpeS  of  improvement  in  the  ftatc  of  affairs, 
which  afforded  the  hope  of  accelerating  the  deftrable  event  of  peace, 
on  grounds  of  permanence  and  fccurity,  and  on  term^  fuitaUe  to  die 
relative  fituation  of  this  country  and  of  the  enemy.     In  this  ptwit 
of  view  I  fee,  that  there  is  notjiing  fo  interefting  as  to  Aew,  that 
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are  amply  io  poflfe^n  of  the  ine^m  by'ivhich  thofe  objedls 
be  fecured,  as  to  evince  agreeably  to  the  declaration  we  have 
xnade,  that  we  arc  prepared  for  their  alternative,  and  that  we  have 
thofe  rcfourccs,  which  enable  us  to  maintain  the  conteft  with  vigour, 
till  an  opportunity  be  afforded  for  concluding  a  peace  on  principles 
conliitent  with  thewiidoRiy  the  policy,  and  the  honour  of  the  country. 
If  it  be  important  to  bring  forward  this  ftatcmcnt  with  refpcft  to  the 
impreflfion  to  be  made  upon  this  country,  it  is  {lill  more  important 
iw^hen  we  look  to  the  impreflion  which  fuch  a  Oatement  muft  infal- 
libly produce  upon  the  enemy.  When  we  look  to  their  (ituation, 
devifing  new  means  from  week  to  week,  and  from  month  to  month, 
in  order  to  fv^>ply  their  cxhaufted  refources,  and  (hewiqg,  by  the 
ftrange  and  wild  expedients  to  which  they  JiaVe  rccourfir  for  that 
purpofe,  the  impofltbility  of  long  fupporting  that  monllrous  fyftem 
to  which  they  have  hitherto  been  indebted  for  all  their  exertions — I 
iay,  if  we  look  to  this  fituation,  it  is  of  confequence  that  we  (hould 
ihew  them  that  we  are  capable,  in  the  prefent  moment,  of  making 
providons  to  carry  on  the  conteft,  not  for  a  week  or  for  a  nxlnth 
only,,  but  fo;:  ^  whole  year.  If  our  rights  and  our  intercfts  fhall  ren- 
der the  continuance  of  wr  exertions  neceffary  during  that  period. 
We  (ball  thus  be  taking  the  beft  method  to  fecure  the  great  objedt 
of  our  national  policy,  to  meet  the  exigency  of  the  crifis,  and  be 
prepared  to  terminate  the  war  in  the  firft  moment  when  fuch  difpo- 
fitions  ihaU  h^^^^.gppe^red  pn  the  part  of  the  enemy,  as  may  enable 
us  to  bring  it  to  a  termination  on  honourable  and  fatisfadory  grounds. 
From  this  view  of  the  qucftion,  I  conceived  that  I  (hould  better 
meet  the  fentimcnts  of  the  Houfe,  and  more  effe<SualIy  confult  the 
intercfts  of  the  country,  fay  bringing  forward  the  ft;atement  thus  ear\y, 
than  by  deferring  it  to  a  more  advanced  period  of  the  feflion.  Hav- 
ing laid  this  m,uch,  I  (hall  trouble  the  Committee  with  nothing 
farther  intcodfi^ory,  but  proceed  to  confider  ,thc  fubjcft  under  thdfe 
heads,  inix>  which  it  rcfolvea  id*elf>  Mrith  as  muc^  brevity  and<ilf- 
tinSnefs  as  I  can. 

Mr.  Canccllor  Pitt  then  faid,  that  it  woulci  be  his  duty  to  ftate 
under  the  various  hc^da  of  ftyvicc,  the  article  9f  fuppl|y  which  Jud 
been  already  voted.     And  iirft,    . 

The  navy ;  the  number  olksaimcn  fof  the  pieieot  year  .was 
1 1 0,000  mep,  being  ioi6t>o  more  than  the  preceding  year ; 
and  the  fum  already  votc4  for  this  heaa  of  iervlce.wRS  '  .  . 
5,720,000!.  Gentleman  weoald  fee  with  ptide  and  pleafure, 
that  in  this  department  of  die  nanoaal  fervice  iboh  exec* 
tions  had  beeo  made  as  had  carried  the  navy  to  a  height  un- 

.  paralleled  in  the  (er  vice.    There  were  ftill  cwoiiirfibet  funis 
to  be  votid,  napMly,  624>obol.  and  ']oS^,oodL  for  bnild-     w 

4G2  .    . 
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ing  (hips  and  repairs,  making  the  whole  of  the  navy  for 
the  year  _  _  — 

being  an  excefs  over  the  Aim  of  the  year  precediog  of 
757,Qool.  This  excefs,  however,  he  was  perluaded,  gen- 
tlemen would  view  v/ith  complacency,  iince  it  had  given 
fo  decided  a  fuperiority  to  our  fleet. 
The  next  head  of  fervice  was  the  army,  for  which  there  had 
already  been  voted  the  fum  of  — 

which  was  lefs  than  the  laft  year  by  844,000!.  a  confidera- 
tion  which  he  was  fure  would  be  highly  agreeable  to  the  Com- 
mittee, as  it  would  (hew  that  the  excefs  was  on  that  head 
of  fervice,  which  was  always  the  favourite  fervice  of  Eng- 
liQimen;  and  that  a  great  redud^ion  had  been  made  under 
the  head  of  the  army. 
There  were  ft  ill,  however,  feveral  other  fums  to  be  voted 

under  this  head  of  fervice,  viz.  • 
For  the  expence  of  feveral  French  corps,  which  it  was  thought 
might  be  beneficially  employed  in  our  Well  India  idands, 
the  fum  of  «—  —  — 

The  Sardinian  fubfidy         *       —  — . 

<  The  extraordinaries  of  the  army,  as  far  as  they  had  been  able 
to  be  made  up,  and  as  the  fums  had  been  paid,  were 
But  this  was  certainly  not  all  that  would  come  under  this 
head,  and  it  would  be  impoffible  for  him  precifely  to  ftate 
what  farther  might  be  required ;  he  would  efliqiate  the 
fum  however  at  —  — 

:^l*he  next  head  of  iervice  was  the.ordiunce,  which  was  a  fum 

lefs  than  the  expence  of  laft  year  by  577,0001.  — 

Mifcellanebus  fervices  —  — 

Gentlemen  would  obferve  that  thb  was  more  than  the  laft 
.     year  by  i  oo,obol. 

ami  (which  arofe  from  the  increafe.in  the  article  of  fecret 

fervice,  money.     In  time  of  peace  the  fum  for  this  fervice 

was  28,0001.     Thii  year  it  had  advanced  to  i  c  r,oool. 

♦The  next  article  that  he  fhould  ftatc,  would  be  the  neceflary 

-  '  fum  for  replacing  EJcchequcr  bills,     The  amount  of  the 

Echequer  bills  was  — .  — 

Though  it  flood,  however,  at  this  fum  on  the  fupply  (ide  of 
the  account,  yet  as  it  was  his  intention,  as  an  article  of 
Ways  and  Means,  to  move  for  a  vote  of  credit  for  3,500,06ol« 
there  would  in  reallity  be  no  more  than  2,coo,oool.  to' be 
pro V  ided  for  in .  the  f^ppIy  of  the  yea r. 
.  The  next  fum  was  wluit  he  was  fure  gentlemen  would  think  it 
right  for  him  to  continue ;  he*  raeint  the  provfion  for  the 
national  debt.  '  It  was  a  matter  of  confolation  to  gentleroen 
to  know  that  the  meafure  for  the  reduction  of  our  debt  was 
perfcveredin  mth  UBceafmg  fteadineia,.a9d  that  the  bene- 
fits of  it  were  daily  felt  in  toe  e£Bcacy-of  jth^  fund  fet  apart 
for  that  porpoie.   .The  fum  on  this  head  was 
Gentlemen  .would  recoiled  that  whcO  he  made  the* loan. of 
i8»ooo,ooo  lad  year,  he  (lated  the  reajEbnable  expedition  . 
which  he  had  of  receiving -foohi   the   India  Con^Mmy 
^ooyOool.    .But  Jeft  .th^t  fum  flioald  not  be  paid,  lie!  had 
provided  taxetf  for  jiineteen  millions  inftead  of  eighteen* 


7,o7i/)oo 


6«io4,0Q« 


500,000 

200,000 

24646,000 


350,000 

1,744,000 
360,000 


6,000,009 


200i00t 
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In  looking;,  however,  at  the  deficiencies  of  the  grants,  he 
Ihoald  lay  oat  of  the  confideration  for  the  prefent  this  cir- 
CQxnftance.  and  (hoold  take  it  on  the  fame  eround  as  laft 
year.  Under  all  the  various  heads,  the  deficiencies  of 
grants  he  dated  at  i, 750,0001.  The  fum  allowed  for  the 
prompt  payment  on  the  loan  of  lad  year  was  34.4,0601. 
and  the  intereft  upon  Excheouer  bills  he  dated  at  240,900!. 
making  together  the  fum  ot  2,357,0001.  But  from  this 
was  to  bexlcdui^l'ed  the  fum  of  28,oool.  which  the  land  and 
malt  produced  above  the  fum  taken  in  the  deficiencies  of  laft 
year.  1  he  whoh  of  the  deficiences  therefore  he  would  date  at  2,333,000 


"he  whole  of  the  fupply  therefore  for  the  year,  as  he  had 
dated  under  the  particular  heads,  would  be  r—  27,662,000 

[It  is  to  be  remarked,  that    Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt,    in   going 
iirough  this  flatcmcnt  does  not  dcfcend  to  fradtions-J 

ie  had  now,  he  faid,  to  date  the  Ways  and  Means  by  which 
he  was  to  meet  this  fupply.  The  fird  article  was  that  which 
was  always  taken  at  the  fame  fum,  land  and  malt,        -—     2,750,000 

exchequer  bills  —  .  —  5>500,ooo 

^)f  the  permanent  taxes,  the  produce  he  mud  fay  had  been 
\try  good.  The  accounts  had  been  laid  upon  rhe  table, 
and  gentlemen  would  fee,  that  independant  of  the  new 
taxes,  the  produce  for  the  lad  year  had  been  13,598,0001. 
On  the  average  of  three  years  the  produce  was  13,933,271!.  . 
and  this  would  be  the  fair  amount  at  which  they  ought  to 
be  taken.  The  permanent  charge  upon  the  confolidated 
fund  was  11,532,000!.   ' 

The  fum  to  be  expe^ed  from  the  imprcd  now  in  the  hands  of 
accountants,  but  upon  which  they  might  rationally  calcu- 
late, would  be  2 00, cool. 

The  fum  to  be  expefted  from  Dutch  prizes,  on  which  His 
Majedy  had  been  pleafed  to  fignify  his  royal  pleafure,  gen- 
tlemen  would  fee,  might  be  brought  into  the  account  with 
ftrift  regard  both  to  judice  and  liberality;  the  captures 
werema<fc  in  a  creat  degree  before  the  two  countries  were 
in  a  date  of  hodility„  by  the  order  of  the  Miniilers,  without 
rifque  or  hazrd  to  the  captors,  and  without  tlut  fort  of 
labour  and  exertion  which  was  the  foundation  of  prize. 
Others,  however,  had  certainly  been  made  with  great  per- 
fonel  hazard,  and  with  great  exertion;  His  Majedy  would 
in  all  the  variety  of  cafes,  make  jud  and  liberal  allowance 
to  the  fatisfadlion  of  the  fervice ;  but  with  all  this  a  con- 
Tiderable  fum  would  accrue  applicable  to  the  public  fervice.  . 
He  would  take  it  at  i  ,ooo,oool.  All  thefe,  therefore,  he  • 
fl>ooldtakeat  —  —  M9y>ooo 

Add  to  this  the  loan  of  —        .         —  18,000,000 

^hich  would  make  the  fum  of  '   —  —        27,84^,000 

He  might  fiate  that  he  had  in  refcrve  taken  ibr  1,000,0901. 
^hich  had  been  I,aid  on  laft  year  above  the  fum  \\hich'iie  had  boip- 
I. 
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towed ;  but  he  ivoold  leave  that  to  meet  ixrj  fiituni  espcacestbi 
were  unforcfcep,  or  to  make  up  for  any  dcficieney  that  there  migh 
be  in  the  taxes  generally.  It  v.'as  now  his  dqty  to  ftate  what  fa- 
ther fums  there  would  be  to  be  provided  for  in  the  oourie  of  the 
prefent  feffion. 

The  navy  debt  had  largely  increafcd.  This,  was,  however,  a 
circumftancc  that  was  much  Icfe  tb  be  regretted  than  any  ct^a 
branch  of  the  public  fervicc,  Ance  ^hc  great  exertions  which  lad 
been  naade,  had  raifed  our  navy  tt>  fo  proud  a  height.  It  had  in- 
creafcd too  on  acv»unt  of  circutpftanccs  wWch  were  not  Hkck  n 
arife  ^ain,  or  at  Icaft  not  in  the  fame  degree.  The  traAfport  fci- 
vice  had  been  a  heavy  article  of  chaige.  The  debt  had  incrcaf?^ 
to  5, coo, cool.  It  was  3,500,000!.  on  the  31ft  DecemKf, 
1794,  fo  that  the  increafe  of  navy  debt  was  1,500,000!.  Ths 
was  to  be  afcril>ed  to  the  ufelul  meafure  which  had  been  adopted*^ 
the  purchafe  of  India  (hips,  and  to  tl^  employment  of  a  great  num- 
ber of  tranfports#  He  had  perfcd  confidence  that  this  fervice  would 
be  diminiflied  hi  tiK  enfuixig  year,  and  that  at  lead  they  mi^thqx 
for  a  faving  in  this  branch  of  at  lead  two  millions  and  a  half.  It 
they  next  looked  to  the  army  cxtraordinaries,  it  would  be  found, 
that  the  heavied  articles  of  expcnce  were  thofe  which  it  was  impoffib'S 
for  Mtniflers  to  control  or  examiiie  a^  the  momcnit  they  were  in 
curred.  The  principal  expences  arofo  from  caUfes  conoeded  vilt 
the  fervice  on  the  Continent.  Now  that  this  fervice  ccafed  to  csii^ 
he  was  confident  that  a  cgnfuierable  faving  might  be  madc^  3!>J 
that  they  would  not  exceed  the  fum  of  two  ipiUions  and  a  b^''- 
He  eftimated  therefore  tl\e  fum  which  chev  would  have  to  incur  ^^ 
thcfe  twp  heads  in  the  courfe  of  thi^  ya^r  beyond  the  eftimatcs,  it 
4,000, oool. 

Another  ioiportant  fum  which  they  would  have  to  locJc  &rin  th: 
coqrfe  of  this  year,  would  be  the  bounties  on  the  corn  to  bcimpor^fJ 
into  this  country.  On  this  head  it  was  impoffibic  to  fpeak  with  an^ 
certainty:  h^  wiflicd  it  Were  poITiblc  to  extend  it  to  the  widcftium,| 
that  gentlemen  in  thciir  hopes  for  aSiftaxtce  fpom  abroad  ipigh^  ^ 
difpoied  to  look  to.  He  owned,  for  his  own  part,  that  his  exjxx* 
tations  were  not  IJinguinc.  It  was  a  head  of  fervice  to  the  amount 
of  which  he  looked  with  hope  rather  than  fear.;  and  be  (hould  ^^ 
cacsremefy'  happy  to  End  that  he  had  a  great  fum  to  pmvide  for  W*^ 
Ais  acGOunt.  He  did  not  think  it  probable,  however,  tiwf  ar.y 
^ntleman  would  difagrce  with  him  in  think^ig  th.it  the  fum  ^ 
x,ooo,ooo\.  was  not  as  large  and  as  wide  a  fum  for  boupties  2s 
were  likdy  to  be  called  for.  Thefc  fums  taken  togetlicr,  therefore, 
would  make  5,000,000!.  for  which  they  would  have  to  provide. 
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^  the  other  hand,  there  was  a  fund  to  which  they  might  look  with 
nfidcrice,  if  gentlemen  were  difpofed  to  refer  to  it  in  aid  of  the 
blio     fervice.      It  had  been  a  fubjcdt  of  great  difculTion  in  that 
oufc,  and  upon  which  there  certainly  was  great  contrariety  of  opi- 
i:>n.        Upon  an  average  of  three  years  it  had  produced  300,000!. 
•  tYhc  nation.    The  provifion  which  the  liberality  of  the  Public  had 
lade  for  the  Americcui  Loyalifts,  and  charged  upon  this  fund,  was 
!moft   made  good:  but  250,000!.  only  would  be  due  after  this 
::rar  ;    and  therefore,  if  gentlemen  thought  that  the  produce  of  the 
ittcry  was  not  more  than  cognter-balanccd  by  the  pernicious  cffefls 
^  hich  it  had  upon  the  community,  they  might  undoubtedly  look  to 
his  as  to  a  fund  applicable  to  the  public  exigency.  .-Gentlemen 
vould  fee  that  the  permanent  taxes,  and  the  growing  produce  of 
he  confolidatcd  fund,  was  more  than  equal  to  the  exifting  charge 
jpon  it?  and  he  had  theplcafure  to  find  that,  as  far  as  could  be 
yet  afccrtained,  the  produce  of  the  taxes  of  laft  year  bid  fair  to  come 
up  to  the  fums  at  which  they  were  taken  ;  they  had  already  pro- 
duced two-thirds  of  the  whole.     He  had  now,  therefore,  only  to 
find  taxes  for  the  eighteen  millions,  which  was  the  amount  of  the 
loan,   and  for  "which  he  had  contra<Sled.     He  fliould  (hortly  ftatc 
the  terms,  and  fliould  by  and  by  come  to  explain  to  the  Committee 
the  reafons  upon  which  he  had  afted  in  the  bargain  that  he  had 
made.     The  intereft  on  cTcry  hundred  pounds  which  he  had  bor- 
rowed was  4!.  13s.  6d.  to  which  was  to  be  added  the  one  per  cent, 
wifely  provided  for  by  Parliament  in  aid  of  the  fund  for  difcharging 
the  national  debt,  that  its  operation  might  keep  pace  with  every  in- 
crcafeof  the  capital.  This  made  the  total  intereft  on  every  hundred 
pounds  61.   3s.  6d.  which  mtereft  on  a  loan  of  18,000,000!. 
amounted  to  the  annual  fum  of  1,1 1 1,500!.  and  for  this  fum  he 
had  to  propofe  to  the  Committee  taxes  as  a  provifion. 

TAXF.S. 

In  doing  this  he  ihoiild  begin  by  enumerating  (hortly  thp  feveral 
articles  upon  which  he  propofcd  to  fubmit  new  duties,  or  increafed 
duties,  and  which  he  thought  were  fair  objedls  of  taxation.  T(^e 
two  firft  were  material  articles,  to  which  he  believed  there  woiild 
be  no  objedlion,  fince  they  attached  to  property,  and  would  be  felt 
only  by  the  higher  and  richer  orders  of  the  community  ;  and  it  was 
mA  peculiar  propriet}',  that  in  a  war  which  had  for  its  bafis  the  k* 
curijty  of  property,  thofe  perfons  who  were  Iiappily  pofifeiTed  of  wealthy 
(bould  peculiarly  contribute  to  its  fupport. 

The  firittax  wliich  he  Iiad  to  propofe>  thbrefore^  was,  upon  that 
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Service  was  to  be  borrowed  on  a  compettfioo  of  ofiers,  wfaexeof  the  moft 
advantageous  to  the  Public  was  to  be  accepted. 

That  this  method  was  by  the  right  honourable  the  Chancellor  of  Hb 
Majefty's  Exchequer  communicated  to  theGoveraor  of  the  Bankof  Ecg- 
land,  as  is  ufual  in  fuch  cafes»  and  by  him  to  the  faid  James  Morgan. 

lliat.  in  confequence  thereof,  your  petitioners  formed  to  themiidl?cstfae 
plan  of  becoming  oidders  for  the  loan. 

That  the  faid  James  Morgan  having  informed  the  right  honoorahle  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  of  his  readinefs  to  treat  for  the  loan,  he  wa$ 
invited  to  the  Treafury  on  the  faid  25th  day  of  November  laft,  which 
day  was  fixed  for  the  communication  of  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  loan, 
in  order  that  the  intended  bidders  might  be  fully  prepared  againfl  the 
time  fixed  for  the  bidding,  which  was  the  Friday  following. 

That  the  faid  James  Morgan  was  then,  for  the  firft  time,  requefted  ro 
declare,  whether  he  would  agree  to  bid  for  the  loan,  on  condition  that 
the  offer  made  by  him  ((hould  it  turn  out  to  be  the  moil  advantageous  (bt 
the  Public)  (hould  be  at  the  option  of  Meflirs.  Boyd  and  others,  the  con- 
tra^rsfor  the  laft  loan,  to  fuperfede  by  offering  to  advance  the  money  at 
a  rate. more  advantageous  to  the  Public  by  half  per  cent,  or  ten  ihilHngs 
on  every  one  hundred  pounds  to  be  borrowed. 

That  your  petitioners  humbly  reprefent,  that  in  their  minds  there  cannot 
exifl  any  good  or  fufficient  reafon  why  fuch  preference  ought  to  be  gireo 
to  the  contraifi^ors  for  the  laff  loan,  more  efpecially  as  they  are  informed  that 
many  of  the  perfons  who  fomilhed  the  laft  loan  to  Government,  asfland- 
ing  on  the  lift  of  Meflrs.  Boyd  and  others,  the  then  contracts,  are  not 
the  fame  perfons  as  are  wijon  their  lift  for  the  prefent  loan.  And  that,  in 
cafe  it  (hould  appear  that  any  terms  were  made  on  the  contraA  for  thclift 
loan,  thofe  terms  could  only  apply  to  the  fame  perfons  with  whom  fach 
terms  were  made,  or  who  were  liable  to  be  affeded  thereby. 

They  farther  humbly  reprefent  unto  your  honourable  Houie,  that,  rdy- 
ing  in  full  confidence  on  a  fair  competition  being  allowed  in  offering  to 
make  the  loan  for  the  Public,  they  have  been  induced  to  prepare  Urge 
foms  of  money,  ready  to  be  applied  to  the  ufe  of  the  Public^  (hould  the 
offer  made  on  their  part  have  been  found  the  moft  advantageous. 

That  the  plan  of  a  competition  being  deftroyed  by  the  conditions  ftipo- 
lated  in  favour  of  the  contradors  for  the  laft  loan,  they  have  been  deprived 
of  an  opportunity  of  making  any  bidding  for  the  loan ;  which  opportooity 
they  humbly  inuft  they  were  entided  to,  as  well  from  the  dedalred  tcnm 
of  a  competition  being  allowed,  as  of  the  great  benefit  to  arife  to  the  coun- 
try therefrom ;  whereby  your  petitioners  have  fuftained  great  injury,  not 
having  any  provifion  made  for  the  reinveftment  of  their  money,  by  them 
necciTarily  called  in,  to  be  prepared  to  make  the  ufual  dqpofit,  and  foch 
payments  as  might  be  fixed  for  an  early  period. 

That,  in  regard  your  petitioners  are  advifed  that  the  contra^,  nu^ 
by  the  ChanceUor  of  the  Exchequer  for  all  public  loans,  are  npon  cooditioa 
of  the  fanftion  of  Parliament  for  the  terms  thereof : 

Your  petitioners  therefore,  for  the  reafons  before  ftated,  moft 
humoly  pray  your  honourable  Houfe  will  not  fan^Hon  the 
contraA  made  with  Me(rrs.  Boyd  and  others,  for  the  loin  for 
the  cnfuing  vear :  And  that  your  petitioners  may  be  heard  bjr 
Counfel  in  iupport  of  this  their  petition. 

And  your  petitioners  jihall  ever  pray,  &c. 
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The  pctidon  teing  read,  Mr.  Smith  ftated,  that  it  was  figned  by 

between  150  and  200  petitioners.     The  petition  only  complained 

ef  an  injury  to  their  private  intered ;  the  degree  to  which  the  public 

inCereft  might  be  afFedledy  was  a  collateral  confideration.     As  for 

being  heard  by  Counfel,  that  rcqueA)  he  fuppofed,  could  not  be 

granted ;  his  only  obje£t  was,  that  it  might  be  taken  into  confide- 

ration  within  fuch  time  as  to  infure  the  views  of  the  petitioners. 

He  would  now  give  notice,  that  he  (hould  move  to  refer  it  to  a 

Committee,  on  Monday  next,  previous  to  the  opening  the  Ways 

and  Means  of  the  year,  for  it  would  be  eflential  to  the  public,  that 

the  grounds  of  the  petition  (hould  be  ilated  before  any  refolution 

was  agreed  to  refpedling  the  loan. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  thought  it  would  be  better  that  the  peti- 
tion ibould  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  of 
the  year.  The  amount  of  the  loan  was  a  point  not  at  all  impli- 
cated in  the  prefent  cafe,  and  the  Houfc  would  fee  there  was  no  ne- 
ccflity  of  ordering  the  petition  to  be  laid  on  the  table,  for  thepurpofe 
of  laying  it  afterwards  before  a  Committee,  (ince,  by  an  order  for 
referring  it  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  all  the  purpofes 
of  the  petition  would  be  taken  into  the  moil  regular  conlideration, 
fince  it  would  come  before  the  very  Committee  to  whom  the  fubjed 
of  the  loan  would  be  referred.  Then  the  parties  would  have  an 
opportunity  of  entering  upon  the  whole  fubjcft,  and  the  Committee 
would  finally  determine  upon  its  merits.  He  therefore  wifhed  that 
(he  petition  fhould  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Ways  and 
Means  on  Monday. 

Mr.  FOX  obfcrvcd,  that  a  difference  of  opinion  might  arife  upon 
the  fubjedl.  If  fadts  were  alledged  on  one  lide  and  denied  on  the 
other,  and  upon  that  fuppofition,  perhaps,  the  better  way  would 
be,  to  order  the  petition  to  be  laid  on  the  table,  and  then  to  appoint 
a  day  for  taking  it  into  conlideration,  for  the  purpofe  of  putting  it 
into  a  train  to  hear  evidence  upon  the  fubjeft. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  would  judge  of  the  whole  cafe ;  and,  if  it  (hould  appear  to 
be  neceflary,  they  might  report  progrefs,  and  order  a  farther  exami- 
nation of  the  fiibje£l. 

Mr.  W.  SMITH  faid,  he  was  intruded  to  Rate,  there  were 
material  fadts  neceflary  to  be  inquired  into,  and  on  which  the  peti- 
tioners were  very  defirous  of  giving  evidence ;  but,  if  the  Houfe 
thought  it  was  proper  the  petition  (hould  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means,  he  had  no  objedion. 

Mr.  HUSSEY  obferved,  there  were  only  two  witnefles  to  the 
tranla£tion  of  which  the  petition  complained*— the  Governor  of  the 
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Bink  of  En^and  and  Mr.  Morgan  ;  he  wiflied  to  know  if  die  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  had  any  objedion  to  their  being  examined 
by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  on  Monday ;  and,  if  not, 
he  fubmitted  the  propriety  of  making  an  order  fcr  dieir  attendance. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  was  of  opinion,  that  no  fuch  order,  in 
the  prefent  ftage  of  the  proceeding,  could  be  made,  confiflcndy  widi 
the  rules  of  the  Houfe. 

The  petition  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Mean 
on  Monday.  • 

Mr.  FOX9  however,  objected  to  this  mode  of  procedure,  as  it, 
to  a  certain  degree,  interfered  with  the  difcretion  of  the  Houie,  and 
precluded  them  from  examining  evidence,  or  taking  fuch  other  ftcps 
as  the  nature  of  the  tranfaction  might  feem  to  demand.  It  was 
agreed,  that  if  the  budnefs  could  not  be  taken  up  on  the  toA  ftatc- 
ment  of  the  budget,  it  ihould  be  difculTed  on  the  rtport. 

The  Houfe  then  proceeded  to  the  orders  of  the  day. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  propofed,  diat  the  firft  order  of  the  day  to 
^  be  taken  iitto  confideration,  Ihould  be  tine  Rep<Mt  of  the  Committee 
to  inquire  into  the  author  of  the  libel  on  the  Conftitution,  entitled, 
**  Thoughts  on  the  Er^lifh  Government,"-  &c.— He  flatcd,  that 
this  ought  to  have  the  precedent  of  every  other  order,  as  a  maaer  of 
privilege.  This  Report  dated,  that  Mr.  Reeves  was  the  author; 
and  when  it  was  received,  he  intended  to  propofe,  that  Mr.  Rce\'es 
be  ordered  to  attend  the  Houfe. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  did  not  conceive  that  this  was  a  matter 
of  fuch  prcffing  urgency,  as,  to  induce  the  Houfe  to  fct  afidc  the 
other  order  of  the  day  for  receiving  the  report  of  the  Committee  00 
the  bill  for  the  better  Prefervation  of  His  Majcfty's  Perfon  and  Go- 
vernment. It  remained  with  the  Houfe  to  dejermine,  at  what  time 
it  would  be  mofl  fuitable  to  their  convenience,  to  take  this  matter 
into  confideration.  For  his  own  part,  from  the  attention  he  had 
been^ablc  to  give  the  fubjett,  he  was  inclined  to  think,  thac  the  inoft 
iaidvifcable  mode  would  be,  to  order  the  Attorney  General  to  profc- 
cute  this  libel  in  a  Court  of  Law,  and  to  take  the  opinion  of  a 
jury  upon  it.  Under  this  idea,  it  was  not  his  wifli,  that  the 
Houfe  (hould  take  any  Itcp  leading  them  to  prejudge  the  fubjet^» 
which  would  remain  for  judicial  inquiry. 

Mr.  FOX  thought  that  the  Houfe  ought  not  to  truft  the  bufincfs 
out  cf  their  own  hand^,  and  the  beft  way  would  be  to  order  Mr. 
Reeves  to  attend. 

The  MASTER  OF  THE  ROLLS  faid,  that  if  there  was  any 
idea  of  ordering  a  profecution  to  be  commenced  againft  Mr.  Reeves, 
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it  would  be  highiy  improper  to  order  him  to  attend.     He  deprecat- 
ed any  farther  proceeding  at  prefent. 

Mr.  GREY  faid,  that  the  ordinary  method  of  the  Houfc,  in 
fuch  cafes,  was  to  take  the  proceedings  into  their  own  hands ;  on 
this  account  it  would  be  neceflary  to  have  evidence  be^re  them, 
in  order  to  afcertain  whom  it  may  be  proper  to  profecute. 

Mr.  DUNDAS  faid,  that  if  witneflcs  were  to  be  examined  in 
a  court  of  law,  the  Houfe  (faould  not  enter  intoajudicial-inveftiga- 
tion  of  the  fubjcdl. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  faid,  that  the  Committee  having  reported  that 
R^r.  Reeves  is  the  author,  it  was  for  the  Houfe  to  di!tcrmir.e 
Mrhethcr  there  was  fufficient  evidence  of  this  point,  and  whut  f  i1:rfi 
fteps  were  to  be  taken. '  He  could  wi(h  t!»c  Committf?  to  b*  n^viv- 
cd  ;  and  when  a  fecond  Report  was  made,  and  the  whslc  r{  fbe 
evidence  before  the  Houfc,  it  would  then  be  competent  for  any 
member  to  propofe  what  mode  of  future  proceeding  he  mi^b.r  t'.iink 
ir  proper  to  take. 

Mr.  Serjeant  ADAIR  thought  that  at  prefent  there  wa>  nr>t 
fufficient  ground  for  a  profecutiuh  againft  Mr.  Reeves,  and  '^hin^ 
therefore  farther  inquiry  was  nccclTarv,  previous  to  any  determina- 
tion about  the  future  procceedings  of  the  Houfe. 

The  SPEAKER  faid,  that  if  in  the  opinion  of  the  Houfc  the 
Committee  have  not  obtained  all  that  information  that  was  requi,- 
fitc,  that  the  Houfe  might  order  the  Report  of  the  Committee  to 
be  recommitted. 

After  fome  farther  converfation,  it  was  agreed  that  the  com- 
mittee (hould  be  revived,  and  that  the  Houfe  would  take  their  far- 
ther Report  into  confidcration  on  Friday  next. 

The  order  of  the  dav  was  then  read,  for  the  Houfe  to  receive  the 
Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  bill  for  the  better  prefervation  of  ^ 
His  Majefty's  perfon  and  Government. 

The  oppofition  members  withdrew  ;  after  which  the  refolutions 
were  read,  with  the  amendments,  and  the  tliird  reading  ordered  for 
Thurfday  next. 

Monday y  'Jfh  ef  December. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  acquainted  the  Houfe,  that  he  had  a 
mcflage  from  His  Majefty  to  the  Houfc,  figncd  by  His  Majefty  ; 
and  he  prcfented  the  fame  to  the  Houfe,  and  it  was  read  by  Mr. 
Speaker,  and  is  as  followcth,  viz. 

GEORGE  J?, 

HIS  Majefiy  thinks  proper  to  acquaint  the  H  ufe  efCommanst  if  a! 
VOL.XLIII.  4G 


6o4  PARLIAMENTARY  [Commoks. 

Gentlemen  would  be  aftoniflied  to  hear  that  the  amount  of  die  dnw- 
back  paid  for  the  exportatbn  of  refined  fugar  laft  year,  amounted 
to  between  7  and  8oo,oool.  though  the  whole  duty  on  the  import 
had  been  only  1,2009000!.  He  propoTed  to  reduce  one  fourthof 
the  prefent  drawback,  which  would  be  a  faving  to  the  rerenue  dl 

iSOyOOOl. 

Thefe  were  the  taxes  which  he  meant  to  propoTe  to  the  Comnok- 
tce,  and  which  he  had  no  doubt  would  be  found  to  be  produdivci 
and  to  be  fully  equal  to  the  annuity  wanted.  For  the  Cike  of  pci- 
fpicuity,  he  begged  leave  to  recapitulate  them— 

RECAPITULATION  OF  JAXES. 

Form  2  to  6  per  cent,  on  legacies         —         ^— 
I  o  per  cent,  on  the  affeffed  taxes  -^         — 

From  il.  up  to  2I.  on  horfes  kept  for  plcafure        — 
Two  (hillings  on  horlcs  kept  for  induftry  — 

Fourpencc  per  pound  on  tobacco  —  -*^ 

Twopence  halfpenny  per  yard  on  printed  calicoes 

Refined  fugar  — .  .^-  — 

In  all,  j{^.i,i23,oot 

The  whole  amount  of  the  fum  for^which  he  eflimated  the  cci» 
taxes,    would  be  one  million  one  hundred  and  twenty  thoufand 
pounds ;   and  the  fum  for  the  payment  of  the  intcrcft.of  the  fum 
borrowed,  was  only  one  million  one  hundred  and  fifteen  ihoufsnd 
pounds — which  would  have  been  all  that  might  have  been  ncccf- 
fary  for  him  to  fubmit  to  tlie  Committee  upon  the  prefent  occafioir, 
if  nothing  had  been  faid  againft  the  terms  on  which  he  had  bar- 
gained for  the  loan.     But^  particular  reference  had  been  made  to 
the  Committee  by  a  petition  which  ftated  certain  circumftanccsi^wn 
that  fubjeft.     He  fhould  therefore  «all  the  attention  of  the  Coro- 
mittcb  to  the  manner  in  which  he  htii  concluded  the  baigain  upon 
the  loan,  the  intered  for  which  produced  the  neceffity  for  the  pre- 
fent additional  burdens  upon  the  Public.     He  had  already  fiated 
the  amount  of  that  intereft,  which  was  biit  little  better  than  ibur 
and  a  half  per  cent. ;  it  being  nothing  more  than  4I.  1 3s.  6d.  pet 
cent,  to  which  being  added  a  provifion  for  the  redudion  of  the  ca- 
pital in  the  proportion  of  one  per  cent,  on  the  fum  borrowed,  would 
then  make  the  whole  fum  anwunt  to  about  fix  per  cent.    The  Com- 
mittee would  recoUedi  the  fituation  of  this  country.     We  were  now 
in  the  fourth  year  of  a  war,  which  was  Ireprefented  by  fome  to  bt 


c 

250,000 

140,000 

116,000 

100,000 

170,000 

135,000 

32,000 

180,000 

KC.  ^]  DEBATES*  605 

tile  inoft  difafirous,  allowed  by  all  to  be  the  moil  arduous,  in  which 
this  country  had  ever  \)eexi  eng^ed.     At  the  period  of  die  fourth 
year  of  fuch  a  war,  the  Public  had  a  loan  of  eighteen  millions  of 
zxxmey,    upon  terms  but  a  little  more  than  four  ind  an  hdilf  per 
cent.     This  he  ftated  for  the  purpofe  of  fhewing  the  ftate  of  our 
public  credit,    and  the'  opinion  which  monied  men  entertained  of 
our  refources;  this  was  certainly  prima  facie  evidence  of  our  prof- 
perity.-    He  had  difcharged.his  duty  in  Aating  this  to  the  Houfe. 
fie  had  difcharged  it  too,  he  hoped,  in  obtaining,  under  all  the 
crircumdances,  the  beft  terms  that  could  be  obtained — ^terms,  as 
favourable,  as  he  thought,  ought  to  be  obtained  with  due  regard  to 
the  real  interefls  of  the  Public.     He  knew  that  the  petition  which 
had  been  referred  to  that  Committee  ftated,  that  he  had  departed 
from  the  mode  which  had  iifually  been  adopted  ;  a  mode  which,  of 
ail  others,  when  pradicable,  he  fliould  be  the  moft  ready  to  adopt, 
and  which  he  had  ftated  to  be  preferable  to  any  other — he  meant 
that  of  making  the  bidding  an  open  competition.'     He  (hould  ftate  ' 
to  the  Committee,  under  what  circumftances  it  was,  that  he  had 
entered  into  the  prefent  bargain.     It  was  his  wi(h,  that  the  prefent, 
like  former  loans,  (bould  have 'been  condudled  in  the  way'of  conk* 
petition.     But  it  was  fuggefted  in  converfation,  that  no  new  com- 
petition (hould  take  place,  till  thofe  who  were  engaged  in  the  for- 
mer loan  h^  paid  up  the  money,  and  that  it  was  not  ufual  that 
any  application  (hould  be  made  for  payment  on  a  new  loan  till  the 
former  had  been  completed.     It  was  ftated,  that  a  confiderablc  part 
of  the  loan  of  iaft  year  was  ftill  due  ;  that  fevcral  millions  of  fcrip 
had  not  been  paid  up ;  and  that  there  were  fome  of  the  fubfcribers 
who  carried  on  their  engagements  to  the  .6th  of  FebruarJ^     This 
had  been  fuggefted  to  him  by  fcvend  gentlemen,  and  upon  weighing 
the  fiatement  with  a  proper  degree  of  attention,  he  found  that  the 
fafts  were  ftridly  accurate.     But  he  felt  this  very  forcibly  when  he 
came  to  confider  that  he  muft  either  defer  this  loan  until  February, 
or  bring  it  forward  againft  the  confent  of  the  fubfcribers  of  the  for- 
mer loan,  neither  of  which  did  he  wifti  to  do.     Poftpone  the  loan, 
after  notice  had  been  given,  ;hat  it  ftiould  be  brought  forward,  and 
when  fo  much  depended  on  the  impreftion  to  be  made  both  at  home 
and  abroad !     Determined  as  he  was  to  lofe  not  a  moment  to  ftate 
Ac  vigorous  refources  of  the  country,  and  the  extcnfive  means  it 
pofleffed  for  profecuting  the  conteft,  the  confideration  of  delay  would 
not,  however,  have  iingly  induced  him  to  for^o  the  mode  of  open 
and  public  competition.     But  the  gentlemen  who  contraded  for 
the  Iaft  loan  ftated,  that  they  were  willing  that  this  loan  might  be 
prof)ofed  to  other  parties^  provided  an  option  was  rcferved  to  them 
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to  take  it  at  a  profit  o£  one  half  per  cent,  lefs  dian  any  other  bidder, 
iirt)ich  upon  the  fum  of  1 8  millions  amounts  to  a  faving  to  the  Pub- 
Kc  of  90^0001.     if  this  engagement  made  the  loan  fo  much  the 
lefs  tempting  as  to  preclude  others  from  making  their  offers,  it  muft 
.be  fuppofed  indeed  that  the  loan  was  little  \vorth  having,  if  a  dif- 
''  ference  of  a  half  per  cent,  on  the  firft  offer,  they  might  be  difpofed 
to  make,  fo  decidedly  turned  the  fcale.     At  the  fame  time,  fbdiii^ 
that  this  engagement  might,  to  a  certain  degree,  dlfcourage  compe- 
tition, from  the  uncertainty  which  all  who  made  offers  muft  necefla* 
rily  feel  with  refpeft  to  their  ultimate  fuccefs ;   and  being  fcnfible 
that  it  was  incumbent  upon  him  decidpdly  to  fecure  the  interefls  of 
die  Public,  before  he  confented  to  this  engagement,  he  took  an  op- 
portunity, in  the  prefencc  of  the  Governor  and  Deputy  Governor  of 
the  Bank  of  England,  to  bind  the  prefent  fubfcribcrs  to  accept  the 
terms  on  which  the  loan  was  now  fixed,  and  which  he  con^ved  id 
be  as  advantageous  on  a  ground  of  fair  and  liberal  policy,  and  with 
a  view  to  the  public  credit,  as  could  poilibly  be  required.     They 
made  him,  as  it  were,  an  arbitrator  between  them  and  the  PuUic, 
and  if  the  competitions  failed  in  this  cafe,  he  had  grofsly  errod  in- 
deed in  his  judgement,    if  any  competitbn  would  have  made  the 
terms  much  better.     He  thought  it  right,  however,  in  prefencc  of 
thofe  perfons"*  whom  he  had  mentioned  already,  to  flate  all  the  cir- 
cumftances  which  might  be  conlidered  as  having  a  probable  cSkSt  on 
the  loan<     He  had  ihited  to  them  what  was  the  amount  of  the  un- 
funded debt,  the  navy  debt,  and  all  thefc  point»wbich  might  add 
to  the  public  preffure.     Tiiere  was  another  fubjed  which  he  took 
occafion  to  (bte,  and  which  it  was  important  for  him  to  refarve  a 
free  opinion  on  in  the  Hoi^fe :  the  meafure  of  giving  the  fiardier  aid 
of  the  public  credit  to  the  Emperor.     When  a  loan  was  laft  year 
guaranteed  to  that  Prince,    the  fubjeift  received  much  difcuilion, 
and  wa^  warmly  oppofed  by  fome  gentlemen  on  the  other  lidc. 
Their  objedlions  to  the  meafure  might,  perhaps,  be  fhei^thened 
by  the  inaftivity  which  the  Auftrians  fhewed  at  the  commencement 
of  the  feafon,  and  during  the  greater  part  of  the  campaign.     But 
thofe  who  approved  of  that  meafure  muft  look  with  joy  and  pride 
to  the  events  which,  widiin  thefe  fix  laft  weeks,  had  taken  place 
on  the  Rhine,  where  the  refources  of  this  country  had  operated  as 
the  finews  of  war,  and  produced  confequences  the  moft  innportant  to 
Great  Britain  and  to  Europe.     How  far  thofe  events,  thc'ftate  of 
the  war,  and  the  neceflfity  of  aflbrding  farther  afTiftance  firom  our 
refources,  in  order  to  give  full  efiecl  to  the  advantages  which  have 
been  acquired,  ought  to  induce  the  Houfe  to  adopt  fome  meafure 
iimilar  to  that  of  laft  year,  were  qucflions  which  would  come  with 
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piopriet]r  to  be.  confidered  at  anothdr  period*     He  would  faj 
rftothtng  at  prefent  to  preclude  the  Houfc  from  the  free  difcuflion  of 
trHat  meafurcy  if  the  Emperor  ftoiild  be  found  to  deiire  their  alTift- 
ance,^  and  if  they  (bould  think  proper  to  grant  it.     He  only  took 
the  precaution  to  ftate,  that  there  might  be  a  loan  in  1 796,  to  the 
flmperoTy  to  the  extent  of  three  millions,  and  under  all  thefe  cir- 
cunriftanpes  the  prefent  loan  was  concluded.     The  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,   in  order  to  prove  that  tlie  loan  was  an  advantageous 
bargaioy  for  the  Public  referred  the  Committee  to  the  terms  of  for- 
mer loans.     It  was  concluded  upon  terms  more  reafonable  than 
chofe  of  the  loan  of  laft  year,  which,  though  it  had  undergone  a 
gpod  <Ieal  of  criticifm,  on  account  of  having  been  fettled  previous 
to  the  meeting  of  Parliament,  aod  of  being  conneftcd  with  the  loan 
to  the  Emperor,   had  flill  been  admitted  to  be  as  moderate  as  \t 
ought  to  be  in  the  terms  which  were  fixed  for  the  Public.     This^ 
he  contended,  was  a  fure  ground  for  him  to  go  on  in  the  prefent 
inftance,   and  a-  fatisfaftory  argument  why  he  (hould  not  delay  to' 
conclude  his  bargain,  upon  terms  which,  in  a  former  inftance,  had 
been  found  to  conciliate  univcrfal  approbation.     Thefe  terms  were 
better  than  thofe^-of  any  former  war.     Take  the  laft  war,  for  in- 
ftance,    and  compare  the  prefent  with  the  rate  of  inttreft  then. 
From  the  year  1779,  up  to  the  concluiion  of  that  war,  there  was 
hardly  a  loan  concluded  in  which  the  rate  of  iqtereft  was  not  about 
5I.  I  OS.  and  this  was  little  more  than  four  and  an  half  per  cent. 
He  would  fay  farther,  it  was  a  proof  of  our  profperity  ;  for  if  gen- 
tlemen would  compare  the  terms  of  the  prefent  loan  with  that  whidi 
was  made  in  1783  upon  the  eftabli(hment  of  peace,  when  a  loan 
Vf2is  wanted  in  order  to  wind  up  the  concerns  of  the  war,  the  prefent 
would  be  found  to  be  better  than  the'terms  of  that  loan.     I  contend, 
faid  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  this  loan  to  be  highly  fatis- 
fa£h>ry,  with  refpedl  to  our  prefent  fituation,  and  highly  confoling, 
with  refped  to  our  future  profpeds,  equitable  and  juft  in  its  prin- 
ciple, and  advantageous  in  the  ftipulations,  which  it  fecures  to  the 
country^     I  put  it  to  the  Houfc,  whether,  having  in  my  power  to 
conclude  a  private  engagement  of  fuch  a  nature^  I  was  bound  to  prefs 
farther  the  point  of  competition,  or  let  (lip  the  opportunity  to  infpixe 
this  country  with  confidence,  and  ftrike  terror  to  the  enemy,  the 
efFcAs  of  which,  if  fanSioned  by  the  Houfe,  may  be,  to  accelerate 
the  period  when  the  enemy  (hall  be  brought  to  offer  fudi  terms  of 
peace  as  you  may  be  able  fifely  and  honourably  to  accept.     I  am 
fenlible,  that  by  my  condod  in  this  affair,  I  have  expofed  myfelf, 
as  on  other  occafions,  to  perfonal  mifconfhiidion ;   I  can  only  talie 
icfuge  in  my  own  intentions.     But  after  the  ftatements  I  have  now 
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given,  I  think  I  may  with  confidence  appeal  to  the  candour,  the 
feirnefs,  and  thejufticeof  the  Houfe.  The  advantage  of  this  loan 
will  appear  flill  more  decidedly,  if  we  look  to  the  contrafted  (iruation 
of  the  enemy,  tottering  on  the  brink,  nay,  immcrfed  in  the  gulph 
of  ruin,  incapable  of  devifing  any  expedient  to  retrieve  the  defpentc 
ftate  of  their  refources,  and  who,  in  the  flourifhing  circumftances, 
and  vigorous  refources  of  this  country,  muft  percieve  the  impoCencj 
of  all  their  efforts,  and  the  annihilation  of  all  their  hopes.  What- 
ever effeft  the  petition  may  have  on  the  judgement,  which  the 
Houfe  (hall  form  with  refpeft  to  my  conduft,  it  muft  be  mat- 
ter of  fatisfadion  to  the  country,  that  the  ground  of  complaint 
againft  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  is,  that  he  did  not  allow 
an  t)pportunity  to  thofc  who  were  running  the  race  for  the  purpofe  of 
fubfcribing  to  the  public  loan,  to  urge  their  refpedlivc  claims,  and 
vie  with  one  another  in  the  moderation  of  their  offers. 

This  complaint  never  could  have  happened,  if  the  opinion  of  the 
national  credit  did  not  red  upon  the  moll  clear,  folid,  and  fubftantial 
ground ;  whatever  it  may  prove  with  refpefl  to  me,  it  indifput^ly 
ihews  that  the  profperity  of  the  country  ftands  upon  a  foundatxMit 
that  cannot  be  (haken.  This  profperity  refts  upon  a  fleady  adher* 
cnce  to  the  principle,  which  the  wifdom  of  Parliament  has  eftab- 
^lifted— ^(taking  care,  in  every  inftance,  that  its  providence  fliall 
keep  pace  with  its  zeal,  and  that  the  mod  vigorous  exertions  for  the 
prefent  (hall  be  accompanied  by  the  moft  falutary  provifions  for  the 
future.  If  from  this  general  principle  you  look  to  the  detail  of  your 
fituation,  you  will  find  that,  with  an  cjwlended  commerce,  expofed 
to  fufFer  on  all  points  from  the  attacks  and  depredations  of  the 
enemy,  the  deficiency  of  the  public  income  has  not  been  greater 
than  may  be  accounted  for  from  a  common  ftate  of  fludluation  ;  that 
the  taxes  which  have  been  created  during  the  years  of  war  have  been 
found  fully  adequate  to  their  purpofes,  and  that  no  charges  have  been 
kept  back,  as  in  former  wars,  to  cat  into  your  funds  at  a  future 
period,  but"tbat  every  expencc  has  been  brought  forward  the  moment 
it  could  be  afcertalncd,  and  provided  for  with  the  moft  ample  liber- 
ality, and  the  fmallcft  jxjflible  opprclTion.  Such  are  the  circum- 
ftanccs  which  mark  our  fituation  in  the  fourth  year  of  the  war  ;  they 
are  circumftances  which  ought  to  animate  our  exertions,  and  to  en- 
courage our'  hopes,  to  enable  us  to  meet  the  conteft  with  finnnefs 
and  vigour,  and  to  look  with  perfeverance  and  confidence  to  fuch  a 
termination  of  the  ftruggle,  as  may  be  confiftcnt  with  the  juf^ce  of 
our  caQfe,  and  the  relative  fituation  in  which  we  ftand  with  rcfpcd 
to  the  enemy.     He  concluded  with  moving  his  firft  refolution. 

Mr,  W.  SMITH,  confcious,  that  the  fubjcdl  which  he   was 
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a  bout  to  introduce,  funk  far  heloMr  the  level  of  the  general  intercft 
of  the  Ihit^ments  of  the  right  honourable  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex-^ 
chequer,  fcarcely  expedlcd  to  gain  the  patient  attention  of  the  Houfc^ 
though  from  its  importance  he  confidered  himfelf  as  fairly  entitled  to 
a  candid  hearing.     And  on  the  firft  fetting  out,  obferving  fo  great 
a  number  of  gentlemen  leave  the  Houfc,  he  thought  it  neceffary  td 
prefs  the  confideratiori  how  far  it  was  decent  and  becoming  in  the 
Tcprcfcntatives  of  the  people,  to  flieW  fo  much  remiflhefs  and  indif- 
ference to  iheir  pecuniary  interefts,  as  to  withdraw  at  a  moment 
when  thfe  terms  of  a  loan  to  the  immenfe  amount  of  eighteen  mil-^ 
Uons,  were  to  be  brought  under  difcuflioti.    As  to,  the  perfon-J  con- 
cern which  he  had  in  the  bulinefs,  it  went  no  ferther  than  having 
prefented  a  petition  from  ^  number  of  refpedbble  individuals,  in 
compliance  with  ^n  application  which  had  been  made  to  him  ori 
Friday  morning  laft.     And  to  the  fubjed  of  this  petition  he  meant 
at  prefent  entirely  to  confine  his  obfervations,  6ilding  himfelf  un- 
equal to  a  difcuflion  of  the  extenlive  details  of  the  right  honourable 
gentleman.     It  appeared  to  him,  that  the  conclufion  of  his  fpeech 
ierved  to  ftrengthen  rather  than  to  diminifh  the  force  df  the  petition^ 
for  nothing  could  be  more  clear  than  if  the  ftate  of  the  monied  in- 
tereft  in  this  kingdom,  was  fuch  as  to  claim  a  competition,  in  cafes 
where  national  loans  were  to  be  raifed,  that,  there  ought  to  be  thtf 
moft  cogent  and  weighty  reafons  for  not  (hutting  the  market  againft 
fuch  competition.    This  being  the  cafe,  two  conliderations  occurred 
for  difcuflion,  whether  the  loan  was  made  on  the  beft  poflfible  terms, 
and  if  it  could  be  (hewn  that  it  was  not,  whether  Parliament  ought 
to  fandlion  a  bargain,  in  which  an  immenfe  fum  of  the  public  n*o- 
ncy  had  been  no  better  than  thn^wn  away.     There  were  two  points 
to  which  he  was  prepared  to  (^cak,  had  it  been  neceffary,  namely, 
the  intention  of  Mr.  Morgan  and  his  friends  to  bid  for  the  Ioan> 
and  the  profeffion  which  was  at  one  time  made  by  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequet-,  of  making  it  an  open  loan.    But  as  neither  of  thefd? 
points  were  difputed,  he  would  proceed  to  estaminc  the  reafons  that 
were  given  for  rcjeding  a  competition.     He  was  inftru£led  to  fay^ 
that  till  the  night  immediately  preceding  tl^e  25th  of  November,  nd 
memorial  \*'as  prefented  by  Mr.  R^yd  and  his  friends,  and  that  they 
had  never  till  tliat  time  publicly  talked  of  prefcnting  any  fuch  me- 
morial.    Now  if  this  was  rtie  faft,  and  if  it  was  not  Kc  begged  to 
be  corredcd,  was  it  not  evident,  that  if  every  thing  was  fairly  and 
liberally  meant,  that  that  night  would  not  have  beeA  chofeit  fot 
prefcnting  the  memorial,  when  it  was  known  ten  days  before,  that 
it  was  the  intention  of  the  Minifter  to  raife  the  loan  by  competitk)n4 
For  as  earlv  as  the  1 6th  of  November,.  Mr.  Morgan  was  infonnc4 
Vol.  XLIII.  -         4  I 
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of  this  iruention  bj  the  governor  of  the  Bank  of  England,  at  wUA 
time,  no  QOtice  was^iven  that  there  wats  to  be  a  preference  (hewn  qd 
any  particular  bidders.     To  this  ftatement,  it  was  ranaikabfe, 
there  had  not  yet  been  any  oppofition ;  and  he  held  a  circular  IcOer 
in  his  hand  from  an  honourable  Secretary  to  the  contradlars,  whcreb 
a  general  invitation  was  given  without  any  mention  of  prefiaence 
whatever.    It  feemed  Mr.  Boyd  contended,  that  he  and  his  firieiids 
bad  a  leafe  of  the  market  for  a  year  :  but  the  adeition  was  foaakd 
on  a  grofs  mifreprefentation,  namely,  that  five  milUons  of  the  bit 
loan  was  not  paid  up  \  whereas  he  was  ready  to  prove,  that  ontr 
4-77»Qool.  of  the  laft  year*s  loan  remained  unpaid.     The  explaiu- 
tion,  to  which  they  reforted  was  fpecious,  but  would  not  abide  the 
left  of  examination.     They  faid,  that  near  five  millions  reaiadncd 
to  be  entered  in  the  bank  books,  and  till  it  was  entered^  it  could 
not  be  faid  to  be  paid  to  the  Public.     But  it  was  noiorioos,  tiat 
the  money  was  in  the  market — that  it  was  equally  negotiabk  with 
any  other  ftock,  and  that  it  had  not  the  fmalleft  influence  on  the 
fife  or  fall  of  the  funds  ;  and  therefore  though  it  might  be  ftri£Uy 
true,  it  could  not  warrant  the  plea  which  they  founded  upon  jl 
The  queftion  then  was,  .whether  the  circumftance  of  477,000!.  of 
the  laft  year's  loan,  remaining  unpaid,  could  juftify  a  preferenoe  in 
^he  baigain  for  the  loan  of  this  year,  by  which  a  fum  full  to  that 
amount  was  loft  to  the  nation.     For  he  wotdd  contend  tint  the 
Minifter  might  as  well  have  faid  to  Mr.  Boyd  and  his  friends, 
keep  this  477,0001.  altogether,  as  haVe  (hut  die  market  zg^isA 
Mr.  Morgan,  and  thofe  who  wiftied  to  be  partners  with  him  in  the 
bargain  on  the  prcfent  occafion.'     It  was  faid  that  the  prefent  pe- 
titioners, three  years  ago,  made  a  fimilar  objection  to  that  bnm^t 
forward  by  Mefirs.  Boyd  and  Co.     But  the  difference  was  fimply 
this :  on  ttiat  occafion  the  loan  of  twelve  millions  was  contra^d 
for  in  January  or  February,  and  another  loan  of  three  miUions  was 
propofod  to  be  raifod  for  the  Emperor  in  the  May  following,  (not  in 
December  it  was  to  be  remarked)  when  the  other  loan  was  atoonfi- 
^eraUe  diicount,  or  when  It  was  felling  at  a  vety  confiderafale  pre- 
mium indeed.     Befides  who  would  have  been  die  fuf&rersy  fq^ 
pofing«that  Mr.  Moigaxi  and  his  friends' had  been  admitted  to  com- 
petition ^     Not  the  fubfcribers  to  the  laft  loan,  for  Mr.  Boyd  had 
connedted  himfelf  this  year  with  quite  a  diflferent  party  firom  his  hft 
ye^'s  firiends^  who  were  perfefUy  (atisfied  with  havii^  fcid  tbdr 
(hares  with  a  profit  of  i  a  or  14  per  cent.     And  he  would  aflc  if  it 
was  reafixiabla^  that  an  individiul  with  a  new  lift  of  fubfisiberv, 
(hould  come  forward  and  prefe  an  advantage^  to  which  if  he  had  any 
JHft  clai»»  it  was  only  while  he  retained  his  former  conneaioos? 
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^tiere  was  alfo  another  very  confiderable  difference  between  the  cirw 
cxsmftance  of  the  prefent  loan  and  that  a>f  1 793.     Then  there  waf 
an  exprefs  ftipulation  reduced  to  writing,  that  there  (hould  be  no 
othier  loan ;  but  in  the  prefent  cafe,  the  language  had  been  fo  vague 
^nd  loofci  that  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  hardly  recoUe^ed 
t^hat  there  was  any  engagement  of  the  kind.     And  with  fuch  of  his 
powers  of  recolle<^on,  as  he  was  confeiTed  to  poiTefd,  dould  with 
<3ifficulty  recall  fuch  a  provifion  having  been  tmde,  and  could  fo  far 
Have  forgotten  the  ftipulation  as  to  have  announced  his  intention  of 
making  an  open  loan,  At  engagement,  if  it  had  any  a^hial  exiflenecy 
mud  have  been  of  a  (lender  nature  indeed.     In  a  letter  which  he 
fent  to  Mr.  Moigan,  he  ftated,  that  McflVs.  Boyd  and  Co.  conii- 
ciercd  themfelves  as  entitled  to  a  preference,  and  that  he  thought 
them  worthy  of  fome  degree  of  attention.     But  could  this  degree 
of  attention  be  fuppoied  to  extend  to  a  preference  to  the  amount  of 
4.00,0001.?  It  was  utterly  impoflfible,  in  his  opinion,  that  at  the 
moment  when  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  thus  exprefied  him- 
(elfy  he  had  an  idea  of  giving  an  excluiive  preference  to  Meflrs.  Boyd 
and  Co.     But  it  ftill  was  faid,  that  there  was  fome  chance  of  com- 
petition left  to  Mr.  Morgan.     If  it  was  examined,  however,  it 
would  he  found  to  be  nothing  more  than  this :  Give  in  your  terms, 
and  if  in  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Boyd,  they  are  not  worth  his  acceptance, 
then  you  are  faddled  with  them,  and  you  may  make  the  beft  you 
can  of  a  bad  baigain.     But  if  Mr.  Boyd  thinks  he  can  pay  a  half 
per  cent,  more,  you  (hall  not  get  a  guinea.     Who  but  an  ideot 
would  ever  have  entered  into  a  competition  upon  fudi  terms  ?  Was 
it  not  notorious  to  every  monied  man,  that  when  a  loan  hangs  on, 
it  commordy  goes  into  the  market  at  a  confiderable  difcount  ?  The 
loan  then,  fuppofing  Mr.  Morgan  to  have  got  it,  would  have  come 
into  the  market  in  a  mod  Aifpicious  (hape.     The  public  would  na* 
tuially  fay,  Mr.  Moi^gan  has  concluded  a  bargain,  which  Mr.  Boyd 
docs  not  coniider  as  worth  five  per  cent,  premium,  and  therefore  it 
cannot  be  fuppofed  to  prefent  an  advantageous  market  for  our  money. 
Was^his  then  an  equitable  competition,  or  was  it  in  hQ  any  compe- 
tition at  all  ?  So  much  for  the  competition,  and  fo  much  for  the 
claim  of  MeiTrs.  Boyd  and  Co.  to  an  excluiive  competition.     He 
was  not  inclined  to  repoTe  much  confidence  in  popular  rumour,  but 
it  was  notorious  among  monied  men,  that  Boyd  was  to  have  the 
loan,  for  fcveral  months  before  it  was  cpntrafled.     Odds  were  re- 
peatedly offered  that  there  would  be  no  competition,  and  even  on 
the  fuppofition  of  a  competition,  that  Boyd  and  Co.  would  get  it. 
The  inference  was,  that  they  had  a  Arong  perfuafion,  originatin| 
in  whatever  caufe,  that  they  were  to  have  an  exclufive  preference, 
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and  it  was  even  reported,  that  they  had  fold  fome  (hares  of  the  loon 
i^fore  it  was  contradted  for.     On  the  terms  of  the  loan  he  did  noc 
mean  to  enter  much  at  large,  as  the  queftion  before  the  Commince 
did  not  fo  much  turn  uponf  the  terms,  as  upon  the  deviation  firom 
the  ufual  mode  of  competition.     On  every  former  occaiion,  both 
^nder  the  adminiflration  of  Lord  North,  and  o(  the  prefect  Minlitcr, 
it  had  been  the  uniform  pradice  to  have  a  meeting  of  thofe  who 
intended  to  bid,  ^t  which  the  competitors  were  informed  of  die  ex- 
tent of  the  loan,  and  fomething  .of  the  general  terms  on  which  the 
Government  wi(hed  to  borrow  ;  and  a  day  being  allowed  tfacm  to 
confidcr  of  the  fubjed,  they  waited  on  the  Minifter  on  die  third  day 
with  their  offers.     But  in  this  inilance  he  was  inftrudcd    to  lav, 
that  when  Mr.  Morgan  came  into  the  City  the  day  after  he  had 
been  firft  apprifed  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  of  the  prefer- 
ence which  he  meant  to  give  to  Meffrs.  Boyd  and  Co.  to  complain 
to  his  friends  of  the  manner  in  which  he  had  been  treated,  he  was 
informed  that  the  bargain  had. been  concluded  on  the  night  before 
with  Mr.  Boyd,  not  even  the  day  which  was  ufually  allowed  for 
competitions,  to  make  cut  their  offer,  being  permitted  to  intervene. 
He  could  not  conceive  that  the  preflqre  was  fo  great  that  it  oouid 
not  admit  of  a  iingle  day's  delay.     Ought  not  the  Minifter  to  have 
faid  to  Mr.  Boyd,  I  have  already  annoi^nced  an  open  loan,  notice 
has  been  given  me  of  an  inclination  to  a  competition,  and  I  muft 
at  lead  call  on  the  bidders  and  receive  tlieir  propofals.      The  right 
honourable  gentleman  feemed  to  reft  hii  caufe  upon  the  gpodnefe  of 
the  terms.    The  heft  mode  to  afcertain  this  would  be  by  referring  to 
former  loans.      If  the  prefent  was  at  a  low  premium  it  would  have 
the  appearance  of  argument  in  its  favour-     He  compared  it  with 
the  years  1775  and  1776,  when  it  fell  from  one  to  two  and  ^vo 
and  a  h^lf  per  cent,  difcount.     Had  that  been  the  cafe  at  prefent, 
it  might  have  been  faid  to  be  a  bargain,  although  a  clofe  loan,  widi 
only  the  appearance  of  competition.     In  1780  indeed,  towards  the 
ponclufion  of  the  American  war  the  loan  came  on  at  4  and  4$  per 
cent,  premium,  and  rofe  to  a  fcventh  and  eighth,  and  in  1782,  it 
came  out  at  i  o  per  cent,  premium,  and  rofe  afterwards  to  1 1,  bat 
he  fuppofed  the  right  honourable  gentleman  did  not  wifh  to  reft  his 
charafter  either  of  policy,  finance,  or  adherence  to  conftimdonal 
principles,  upon  a  comparifon  with  that  period.     There  was  not 
only  a  difficulty  in  raifing  fums  at  that  time,  but  a  difficulty  of  keep- 
ing together  a  majority  of  the  Houfe,  wliich  was  in  fome  way  con- 
ncdted  widi  the  enormous  premium  on  the  loans.    Their  loans  were 
exprefsly  and  notorioufly  made  to  keep  majorities ;  he  did  not  fay 
th4t  fuph  was  tl^e  ca^fc  oow,  b4t  he  did  not  denjr  that  fuch  an  idea 
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might  be  apt  to  occur  to^'the  pubKc  mind.     He  believed  the  ground 
and  arguments  then  of  the  right  honomrable  gentleman  to  be  no  in* 
fiance  of  the  real  goodnefs  of  the  bargain,  nor  had  he  even  followed 
his  own  principle.     In  the  year  before  laft  there  was  a  competition 
for  1 2,ooo,oool.  iince  which  time  the  jight  honourable  gentleman 
had  deviated  from  his  own  plan,  for  the  premium  of  laft  year  was 
larger  than  had  been  known.     In  the  prefent  year,  a  peace  might 
not  be  far  diftant,  and  it  was  laid  down  that  the  means  of  the  enemy. 
were  only  fufficient  for  a  fmall  part  of  the  next  year.     Under  thefe 
circumftances,  with  a  peace  flaring  them  in  the  face,  [a  laugh]  and 
fo  much  money  in  the  market,  it  was  impoflible  in  the  nature  of 
thixigs  not  to  derive  a  good  bargain,  when  the  very  next  day  after 
it  was  made,  the  contrador  fold  his  loan  at  5I  premium  v  that  is, 
for  1 8,000,00 ol.  he  gained  one  million.     Mr.  Smitli  was  aware 
that  a  loan  had  been  at  6^  premium,  which,  according  to  the  pre- 
fent, would  be  at  the  rate  of  1,100,000  upon  the  whole  capital ; 
but  he  obferved  the  comparifon  muft  then  be  between  the  two  laft. 
years  of  the  American  war,  and  no  other,  for  it  could  only  be 
reckoned  advantageous  in  comparifon  with  thefc,  and  the  average 
premium  thefi  was  nothing  like  what  the  loan  now  bears.     The  ar- 
guments of  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  therefore,  were  di- 
rcftly  on  his  fide,  for  if  the  premium  were  low,  competitors  were 
to  be  had,  and  if  it  be  high  at  this  time,  it  is  a  proof  that  the  bar- 
gain is  not  a  good  onp  for  the  people.     Now,  in  point  of  fa6t,  he 
<»ntendcd  that  it  might  have  been  borrowed  at  two  per  cent,  lefs, 
Thefe  very  petitioners  would  have  granted  it  at  that  rate.      If  no 
pofitive  or  actual  proof  could  be  oflFered,  it  might  have  been  faid, 
that  men  in  the  bittcrncfs  of  difappointmcnt  and  the  heat  of  xeal, 
had  merely  come  forward  m  ith  affertions  ;  but  the  gentlemen  were 
ready  to  give  their  proof  at  the  bar.     He  knew,  however,  that 
heads  moft  ready  to  compute,  may  fometimes  be  miftaken  in  their 
calculations.    The  queftiuns  which  he  begged  the  Houfe  to  keep  in 
view  were,  whether  a  fair  competition  be  likely  to  produce  good  to 
the  Public,  and  if  that  principle  had  been  aifted  upon,  whether 
there  might  not  have  been  a  diminution  of  the  public  burden  ?  If 
400,oooL  could  have  been  faved,  it  was  worth  the  having.   Then 
he  aiked  the  Houfc,  whether  it  was  not  fit  and  becoming  in  Mini- 
fters,  whether  indeed  it  was  not  their  bounden  duty  to  have  pro- 
cured better  terms,  for  this  (hadow  of  competition  had  produced  no 
good,  but  on  the  contrary  a  great  deal  of  mifchief?  Tht  mifchief 
was  occafioned,  he  faid,  by  the  right  honourable  gentleman's  arbi-^ 
tration,  who  did  not  wait  for  the  propofal  of  Mr.  Boyd,  but  mdde 
tfivixik  for  him,  and  tluew  him  in  6  per  cent,  when  he  might  have 
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had  it  upon  better  terms.     Nodiing  could  be  moit  dear  dian  thin 
aflertion  \  fbfi  after  other  compedtors  had  withdrawn,  he  confeifcdly 
pnqxrfed  his  own  terms  to  Mr.  Boyd,  and,  inftead  of  allowing  two 
days  more  to  give  time  for  coniideration,  the  bargain  was  concluded 
in  the  afternoon  of  the  fame  day,,  upon  the  Minifter's  own  fuggeftion. 
Having  urged  this  very  ftrongly,  he  wiftied  to  know  if  the  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman  had  any  means  of  getting  rid  of  the  difficulty  ? 
He  knew  that  the  right  honourable  gentleman  did  not  proceed  in 
this  affair  without  communicating  his  proceedings  to  other  perfons. 
Mr.  Smith  had  noreafon  to  doubt  of  their  int^rity  and  ability ;  but 
he  could  not  fay  that  thofe  were  die  moft  proper  perfons  to  confult 
who  had  an  intereft  to  make  tfie  terms  to  the  Public  as  hi^  as  poC- 
fible.    He  knew  not  why  the  Governor  or  Deputy  Governor  of  the 
Bank  of  England,  either  from  eharadtcr  or  fortune,  were  more  in* 
fallible  than  others  ;  but  he  knew  that,  by  the  rules  of  that  Houfe, 
BO  perfoh  could  retain  a  feat  in  it  while  he  enjoyed  a  penfion,  nor 
could  a  placeman  remain  there  till  re-eleded.     On  this  principle 
he  wifhed  the  Governor  and  Deputy  Governor  of  the  B^  had 
not  been  confulted :  becaufe  they  »were  officially  entitled  to  a  confi- 
derable  part  of  the  loan  ;  and  becaufe  no  perfon  could  contend  that 
tficy  were  proper  advifcrs.     The  amount  of  the  premium  of  the 
Governor  alone  exceeded  that  fum  which  his  Majefty  was  enabled 
to  grant  from  his  civil  lift,  namely  i  200I.    He  muft  fay  therefore, 
that  the  perfons  confulted  ought  to  have  been,  if  poflTible,  entirely 
difinterefted.     He  wifhcd  every  gentleman  prefent  to  fcparate  the 
ccnfure  of  an  improvident  bargain,  and  the  neceflSty  of  the  Houfc  to 
ian<i)ion  the  fupply,  as  much  as  poflTible.     He  did  not  wi(h  to  pufti 
cenfure,  though  he  could  not  argue,  if  the  Houfe  (hould  rcfufc  to 
fan^tion  the  engngcmeht,  that  the  refufal  would  imply  cenfure,  but 
he  was  bound  to  difchai^e  his  duty  though  it  fhould  do  fo.     In  re- 
gard to  future  bargains,  he  denied  that  the  tefufal  would  have  an 
embarrafTing  or  dangerous  efied.     If  the  fandion  of  diat  Houfe 
muft  be  given  to  every  meafure  which  a  Minifter  choofes  to  under- 
take, the  fan<£^ion  itfelf  is  reduced  to  a  futile  and  nugatory  propofi- 
tion.    He  was  very  ready  therefore  to  fay,  that  circumftances  might 
warrant  any  genntlerrtan  to  fay,  that  he  would  not  fandion  the  loan. 
On  die  other  hand,  the  fanftion  of  this  loan  went  direftly  to  prevent 
all  future  competition.     On  the  prefent  occafion  it  was  underftotxJ, 
that  it  would.be  an  open  loan,  and  tliat  bidders  would  be  received  on 
equal  ternis.      Hence  a  number  of  people  made  provi(ion,  either  by 
felling  out  their  flock  or  railing  fums  for  the  purpofe.     Would  any 
gentleman  do  this  in  future,  unJefs  they  have  previous  reafon  to 
fuppofe  that  they^fhall  aftually  liave  the  loan,  when  dicy  do  nor 
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know  that  a  perfon  may  not  come  fomard  in  twdfe  hours  after  their 
arrangements,  upon  grounds  however  light  and  frivobus,  to  fuper- 
fedc  ihem. — [Here  there  was  a  cry  for  the  queftion  from  (bme  of 
the  Members  on  the  Treafury  fide.]  He  had  now  gone  throi^ 
every  point.  He  was  not  furprifed  to  hear  the  queftion  called  for* 
efpecially  when  he  recoUeAed  that  he  had  neither  placed  his  argu*- 
meats  in  fuch  a  lucid  view  as  the  right  honourable  gentleman^  tux 
mixed  them  with  general  topics,  fuch  as  the  right  honourable  gentler- 
man  often  found  opportunity  to  introduce  with  fo  much  approbatioft 
from  one  part  of  the  Houfe,  and  with  fo  much  entertainment  to  the 
whole.  For  gentlemen  to  betray  eftgemefs,  however,  at  fuch  a 
time,  to  get  rid  of  difcuffion,  ihowed  that  they  did  not  entertain  a 
proper  regard  for  the  interefls  of  their  conftituents  or  their  own  duty; 
and  there  never  was  a  moment  when  thofe  confiderations  preflbdl 
up6n  them  more  Aroo^y  than  now.  They  were  prefled  to  the  con*> 
fideration  of  the  queftion  by  thp  plenty  of  money  which  was  flated 
to  be  floating  in  the  county,  whereby  the  competition  was  more 
likely  to  have  been  beneficial  to  the  people.  They  never  could  be 
more  uigently  called  to  fuch  a  difcuffion  than  when  the  taxes,  al* 
ready  moft  enormous,  were  increafed,  and  the  country  was  in  fudk 
a  fituation,  that  the  lower  dafles  of  the  payers  of  the  taxes  west 
even  oiore  diftreflfed  than  their  fellow  creatures  who  obtain  relief  &oai 
the  poor-rates,  and  when  not  only  4oo,oool.  but  even  40,000k 
would  be  a  proper  objedt  of  inveftigation.  He  begged^  pardon  for 
having  detained  the  Houfe  fo  long,  and  for  the  prolix  and  itregular 
manner  in  which  he  had  exprefled  his  fentiments ;  but  as  he  had 
only  received  fume  anfwers  upon  the  fubje<ft  a  quarter  of  an  hour 
before  he  rofe  to  fpeak,  he  hoped  to  receive  fome  degree  of  indul* 
gcnce*  , 

Mr.  FOX'  difapproved  of  many  parts  of  the  budget,  particularly 
of  fome  of  the  taxes  which  had  been  oiopofed,  but  on  the  prefcnt 
oocafiori  he  meant  to  confine  his  obfcrvations  to  the  fubjedi  of  the 
loan,  and  even  upon  this  fubjed,  he  found  it  unueceflfary  to  add 
much  in  addition  xm  what  had  been  ftated  by  his  honourable  firiend^ 
The  firft  peint  to  which  he  called  the  attention  of  the  Committee^ 
were  the  caufes  from  which  the  difficulty  proceeded.  Why  was  it 
neceflfaiy  to  give  the  fubfcribers  to  the  laft  year's  loan  any  preference 
at  all }  When  he  put  the  queftion,  he  had  no  hefitation  about  the 
anfwer  which  he  ihould  recelve.«-«-That  by  one  of  the  ftipulations  of 
the  laft  year's  loan,  the  Minifter  was  bound  to  give  a  preference  ta 
Meflb.  Boyd  and  Co.  If  this  was  really  the  cafe,  why  did  he  not 
give  Mr.  Moi^gan  and  his  friends  notice  of  this  obligation  ?  He  would 
oot  cbaj]ge  him  with  having  aded  Ca  bafelv,  as  with  this  flipuhtiun 
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in  his  mindy  to  have  impofed  upon  Mn  Moi^gdn  and  the  Publk, 
by  holding  forth  the  expedlation  of  an  open  loan,  while  at  the  bmt 
time  he  was  polidvely  determined  to  rejed  all  competition ;  nor  of 
putting  individuals  to  the  trouble,  inconVeniencei  and  Io&  of  calling 
in  their  money,  while  at  the  fame  time  he  was  refolved  not  to  accqit 
of  a  guinea  from  them  for  the  public  fervicc.     Hd  was  aware  of 
what  would  alfo  be  hereadvanced,  that  the  right  honourable  gendeman 
had  no  recoUedKon  of  the  obligation,  at  the  time  when  he  fnofeffcd 
his  intention  of  making  an  open  loan.     But  furely,  the  obligation 
could  not  be  ferious,  of  which  he  "had  no  diftrnfl  recoUedion,  cfpc- 
cially,  as  it  involved  a  queftion  of  fo  great  public  moment ;  a  quef- 
tion,  firom  the  deciiion  of  which,  fo  much  inconvenience  to  the  in- 
dividuals concerned,  and  fo  much  lofs  to  the  Public  at  large,  had 
unfortunately  accrued.     He  contended,  that  it  for  ever  put  an  end 
to  all  competition  on  public  loans.  —For  inftance,  the  iaft  payment 
of  the  loan  for  theprefent  year,  is  in  December  1796,  theconfc- 
quence  of  which  was,  that  if  the  war  unfortunately  continues  throi^* 
out  the  year,  if  the  expcnce  unfortunately  continues  to  exceed  the 
calculations  iftade  for  defraying  it — If  the  country  be  unfortunatelf 
in  a  fituation  to  require  Parliament  to  meet  next  October,  as  it  did 
iaft  Odlober ;  or  if  on  the  fuppofitton  that  there  are  no  financial  tea* 
fon^  for  contrading  early  for  the  loan,  it  may  be  found  expedient  in 
a  political  view,  in  order  to  Ihew  the  enemy  the  extent  of  our  re- 
fourccs,  and  the  vigpur  of  our  exertions,  will  not  the  Minifter  be 
under  the  fame  engagement  then  that  he  is  at  this  moment,  and  be 
equally  debarred  from  all  the  advantages  of  an  open  loan  ?  But 
what  is  the  nature  of  this  engagement  ?   If  it  would  have  been  a 
breach  of  faith  with  Mr.  Boyd  to  have  left  the  market  open  for 
competition,  fince  he  is  not  conneflcd  with  his  old  friends  ;  in  the 
prefent  loan  there  has  been  the  fame  breach  of  faith,  on  the  part  ot 
Minifters,  in  refpefl  to  the. former  fubfcribers,  as  it  would  have 
been  to  Mr.  Boyd  to  have  made  an  open  loan.     When  then  can  a 
competition  be  received  ?  Not  till  a  loan  be  contraAcd  for,  after 
the  Iaft  payment  of  the  preceding  loan  has  been  made.      Mr.  Fox 
was  ready  to  exculpate  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  from  having 
willingly  a<£lcd  an  improper  part  to  Mr.  Morgan  ;  but  he  could  no« 
exculpate  him  from  a  very  improper  degree  of  levity  and  inattention 
in  making  the  ftipulation  for  the  Iaft  year  s  loan,  in  having  come 
under  fuch  an  engagement  in  January  Iaft,  as  for  ever  to  preclude 
him  from  his  favourite  plan  of  competition.     He  called  upon  the 
Committee  to  refledon  the  right  honourablegentleman's  own  langtsge 
lefpe^ing  competition  on  different  occalions.     In  1793  a  loan  was 
made  on  the  wor(l  and  mod  extravagant  lerms,  and  the  only  defccco 
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which  was  fet  up  for  it  was,  that  it  was  made  by  competition.  The 
right  honourable  gentleman  then  contended,  that  in  a  conftitutional 
Yiciv  Mre  were  greater  gainers  by  the  mode  in  which  the  loan  had  been 
made,  than  we  were  lofers  in  a  financial  view  from  the  difadvan- 
tagcous  nature  of  the  terms.     He  at  that  time  agreed  with  him  in 
the  principle,  and  differed  with  him  only  on  the  mode  of  competi- 
tion.     The  next  year  he  purfued  his  plan  of  competition.     And 
what  was  the  confequence  ?  A  loan  of  eleven  millions  was  raifed  on 
more  advantageous  terms  than  was  almoft  ever  known.     Now  he 
found  his  plan  to  anfwer  as  well  in  a  political  as  in  a  financial  view ; 
and  he  triumphed  in  the  fuccefs  of  his  favourite  idea*     But  from 
that  very  moment  at  which  he  had  attained  compleat  fuccefs,  he. 
abandoned  it  enttrelyi  and  though  he  had  prepared  the  plan  of  com- 
petition! when  it  only  anfwered  conftitutionally^  he  deferted  it  when 
It  anfwered  both  conftitutionally  and  financially*     In  the  prefent 
inftance  all  his  confidence  repofed  in  the  goodnefs  of  the  terms. 
For  his  own  part,  Mr.  Fox  thought  that  the  terms  were  very  bad. 
It  was  with  much  concern  he  heard  of  a  deviation  from  the  good 
old  cuftom  of  allowing  24  hours  to  intervene  between  the  firft  meet- 
ing upon  the  fubje£l  and  the  conclufion  of  the  bargain.   He  alfo  had 
occafion  to  repeat  an  obfervation  which  he  had  made  laft  year,  that 
if  the  ftocks  rife,  then  all  the  advantage  is  on  the  fide  of  the  indi- 
vidual, whereas  if  they  fall,  there  is  no  legal,  or  at  leaft  no  prac- 
tical mode  of  enforcing  the  bargain.     The  loan,  therefore,  ought 
to  be  contrafted  for  upon  a  fair  eftimate  of  the  average  price  of 
ftock,  with  a  due  regard  both  to  the  intcrefts  of  the  country,  and 
the  juft  profit  of  the  individual.     Mr.  Fox  then  entered  into  a  com- 
paxifon  between  the  terms  of  laft  year's  loan  and  of  the  prefent,  and 
contended,  that  a  loan  on  the  three  per  cents,  was  negociable  on 
much  more  advantageous  terms,  than  on  any  other  ftock,  becaufe 
it  gave  a  greater  capital  to  the  lender.    The  price  of  ftock  alfo  was 
higher  than  it  was  laft  year,  and  a  better  bargain  was  to  be  expcfted 
upon  that  ground.     Thus,  in  time  of  peace,  a  loan  might  be  nogo- 
tiated  with  a  much  fmaller  bonus  than  at  any  other  time.     The  ho- 
nourable gentleman  next  compared  the  prefent  loan  with  that  of 
1783.     Mr.  Fox  ftated  this  loan  to  have  been  mjide  in  very  un- 
favourable circumftances,  and  allowed  it  to  have  been  a  very  bad 
one  for  the  country.     But  would  a  bad  loan  in  1783  juftify  the 
Houfe  in  acceding  to  a  bad  one  in  1795  ?  Would  it  juftify  thim 
in  acquicfcing  in  the  terms  of  the  loan  now  propofed,  under  the  pre- 
fent circumftances  ?  Clearly  not,  for  thefe  terms  were  not  obtained 
by  competition.      It  might  be  faid,  that  it  was  eafy  for  individuals 
to  circulate  reports  of  what  terms  they  would  have  offered.     But  it 
VoL.XLIII.  4K 
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was  not  a  fecret  confined  to  a  few  hands,  it  i^as  notorious  that  a  g^t 
number/ of  perfons  had  colIeAed  an  immienfe  fum  of  money  for 
paying  the  firil  inftallments,  ^nd  how  were  they  difappointcd  ?  Be- 
caufc  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  was  under  fome  obligation 
which  he  did  not  recollefVy  and  which  made  it  ncceflfary  for  him 
to  rcjedl  a  competition.     And  this  rejection  he  made,  not  in  tk 
moft  manly  way,  Y^y  talking  of  a  competition,  and  at  the  (ame  date 
by  propofing  it  on  fuch  terms  that  no  pian  in  his  fcnfcs  would  ever 
have  thought  of  entering  into  it.     He  6rft  declared  that  diercwas 
to  be  a  competition,  to  the  governor  of  the  bank  ;  and  when  upon 
this  information,  Mr.  Morgan  and  his  friends  had  waited  upcmhim 
to  give  in  their  propofals,  the  terms  were  fuch,  that  no  man  could 
acquiefce  in  them.      One  very  extraordinary  circumftance  which  be 
had  mentioned  in  his  fpeech,  he  could  not  omit  to  notice,  n2mcly, 
that  he  had  made  his  own  terms  with  Mr.  Boyd.     That  any  nun 
on  an  occafion  of  that  nature,  (hould  truft  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  to  fettle  the  terms  of  a  loan  between  him  and  the  Public, 
(hewed  that  the  gentleman  muft  indeed  have  had  very  imfdidt  am- 
fidence  in  him  to  truft  him  in  the  official  (ituation  which  he  held  as 
a  referee  and  arbitrator.     Such  a  generous  ofler,  fuch  a  boldncfsof 
confidence,  fcemed  to  him  to  prove  rather  too  much.     The  tnn- 
faction,  Mr.  Fox  faid,  might  be  confidered  in  a  double  point  d 
view,  as  an  injury  to  tlie  petitioners,  and  as  a  lofs  to  the  country. 
To  Mr.  Moigan  it  was  clearly  a  ferious  lofs,  his  money  being  cal- 
led in  for  the  purpofe  of  making  this  application  of  it.     And  to  the 
public,  there  was  in  the  firft  place  a  lofs  of  400,0001.     But  this 
was  the  lead  part  of  the  public  injury.     By  deferting  the  plan  ot 
competition,  he  had  outraged  a  fundamental  pritxriple  of  the  Con- 
Aitution,  laid  a  precedent  of  which  corrupt  MiniAers  might  in  futuir 
avail  themfelves  to  the  detriment  of  the  public,  and  check  for  ever 
this  fpirit  of  adventure  in  the  monied  intereft  of  the  kingdom.    For 
who  in  a  future  year  would  be  inclined  to  follow  Mr.  Morgan's  a- 
ample  ?     In  vain  the  Governor  of  the  Bank  may  give  out  that  there 
is  an  open  loan.     He  will  not  be  believed.     In  vain  he  nuy  afliire 
the  merchants  there  will  be  a  fair  competition.     A  previous  oWi- 
gation  will  always  be  fufpeflcd.     Mr.  Morgan  and  his  friends,  fcr 
two  months  paft,  have  boafted,  that  they  would  have  the  loan  i  be- 
caufe,  from  their  particular  ideas  of  the  ftate  of  public  ai&irs,  they 
thought  that  they  M'ould  offer  terms  more  advantageous  to  Ac  public, 
than  any  other  perfons.  But  the  anfwer  they  received  was,  No,  you 
will  not ;  for  whether  it  is  determined  by  competition,  or  without 
,  ccimpctition,  Boyd  will  get  it.     When  thcfe  feds  arc  known,  will 
it  not  be  the  opinion  of  the  public,  that  the  plan  of  compedtiDn  is 
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(4»r  ever  abandoned,  becaufe  the  principles  on  which  it  was  purfued 
are  abandoned  ?  Mr.  Fox  wi(hed  to  know  if  it  was  the  intention 
of  adminiftration  to  propofe  a  loan  to  the  Emperor ;  and  if  it  was, 
whether  the  Miniftcr  was  under  engagement  to  give  it  to  the  con- 
tradlors  of  the  prefcntloan  ?  He  had  many  objediions  to  make  to 
the  ftatcment  contaiincd  in  the  budget,  and  particularly  to  fome  of 
the  taxes  ;  but  he  would  not  enter  into  any  difcufTion  upon  thcfe 
topics^  till  the  prefcnt  important  queftion  was  difpofed  of. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  declared,  that  he  knew  of  no  agreement 
which  had  been  entered  into  refpe<Sing  the  loan  to  the  Emperor. 
With  regard  to  the  general  queftion,  whether,  by  his  conduct  in 
the  adjuftment  of  the  prefent  loan,  he  was  to  be  confidered  as  de-* 
parting  from  the  principle  of  competition,  he  hcfitatcd  not  to  fay, 
that  fuch  was  by  no  means  his  intention ;  on  the  contrary,  he  re- 
tained as  ftrong  an  attachment  to  that  mode  as  ever.     With  regard 
to  the  prefcnt  inilance,  it  remained  for  the  Committee  to  judge  of 
the  peculiar  circumftances  under  which  he  had  departed  from  this 
principle  ;  but  it  could  not  by  any  juft  inference  follow,  that  be- 
caufe there  might  be  exceptions  to  a  rule  in  particular  cafes,  that 
therefore  he  had  abandoned  the  rule  in  all  hift  future  agreements.— 
Upon  this^maxim  there  muft  be  an  obftinate  adherence  to  one  par- 
ticular fyftem  under  all  fuppofeable  cafes  that  might  occur,  or  other- 
wife  hq  muft  be  expofcd  to  the  charge  of  a  fruitlcfs  departure  from 
a  given  rule,  for  fome  improper  purpofes.     He  could  not  admit  the 
force  of  cither  of  thefe  fuppofitions.   It  had  been  objefted  that  by  his 
agreertKnt  with  Meffrs.  Boyd  and  Co.  he  had  prevented  other  offers ; 
he  knew  not  whether  this  was  true  or  not ;  but  at  any  rate,  the 
queftion  which  he  was  bound  to  conJider  was  fimply  whether  the 
terms  which  had  been  offered  were  fuch  as  he  ought  to  approve  ? 
He  apprehended  he  had  aftigned  fatisfadory  reafons  on  this  point. 
— It  had  been  obfcrved,  that  Meffrs.  Morgan  and  Co.  had  attend- 
ed to  receive,  rather  than  to  make  propofals,  and  that  tUty  had 
withdrawn  without  any  being  made  to  them.     He  ftated,  that  at 
that  interview  he  had  fufficicntly  explained  the  terms  of  the  loan, 
and  likcwife,  that  in  addition  to  the  eighteen  millions  to  be  borrow- 
ed, there  was  poffibility  of  funding  five  millions  more  of  the  navy 
debt,  in  addition  to  the  advance  of  a  loan  of  three  millions  to  the 
Emperor.     The  right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.   Fox)  had  en- 
tered into  a  comparifon  of  the  terms  of  the  prefcnt  loan  with  that  of 
laft  year.     He  had  obferved,  that  the  price  of  ftocks  fell  during  the 
difcuffion.     Upon  this  point,  he  faid,  he  would  read  to  the  Com- 
mittee, a  ftatement  of  the  component  parts  of  that  loan,  and  the 
price  of  ftucks,  when  that  bargain  was  made.     From  that  ftatement 
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(which  he  read)  gentlemen  would  Tec,  that  the  bonus  of  the  prtfenf 
loan  was  fomewhat  lefs  than  the  former,  and  not  more  than  was 
hcceffary  to  give,  under  all  cxifting  circumftanccs.  It  had  inded, 
been  faid,  that  it  muft  be  expc6Ved  that  the  bonus  fhould  be  Icfs, 
when  the  ftocks  xere  higher  thnn  they  were  laft  year  ;  but  he  obfcn- 
cd  the  rife  of  the  funds  was  little  more  than  3  per  cent,  above  whsi 
they  were  at  the  time  of  the  former  loan.  It  had  alfo  been  remark- 
ed, that  the  bonus  fliould  have  been  lefs  confidcrable  fince  the  loan 
had  been  principally  made  in  tlie  capital  of  the  3  per  cents.  Here 
he  went  over  the  leading  principles  which  he  had  dated  in  his  open- 
ing/pecch,  and  run  over  a  paper,  which  dated  the  rates  ofintcrcft 
of  different  loans.  He  particularly  noticed  the  terms  of  the  loan  d 
1 794.,  when  the  fydcm  of  competition  had  been  dated  to  be  carriei 
to  its  utmod  height ;  then  the  3  per  cents,  were  67  J,  and  the  4 
per  cents.  83  and  odd  ;  the  rate  of  intered  on  the  eleven  millicns 
then  borrowed  was  4I.  lis.  per  cent,  in  the  loan  of  to-day  itvzs 
dated  at  about  -4!.  1 3s  and  though  this  loan  had  been  branded  as 
(a  enormoufly  extravagant,  it  was  evident  that  there  was  not  the 
difference!  of  2S.  6d  of  a  loan  of  eighteen  millions,  compared  with 
a  loan  of  eleven  millions,  and  that  at  the  advanced  period  of  the 
fourth  year  of  the  war  in  which  we  were  engaged.  Was  this  loan 
then,  he  afkcd,  fo  bad,  that  the  Houfc  of  Commons  were  called 
upon  to  refufc  to  give  it  their  fanclion  ?  This  he  could  not  be- 
lieve ;  and  he  truded  that,  confidering  all  circumdanccs,  the  Houfc 
-would  not  damp  it  with  difapprobation  ;  fure  he  was,  that  there 
was  no  part  of  his  own  condud^,  which  he  felt  the  fmallcd  rcafun 
to  regret -in  tlie  prefent  inftance. 

Mr.  FOX  remarked  the  difference,  that  in  the  prefent  loan  there 
was  only  6s.  6d.  taken  in  long  annuities,  whereas  the  loan  in  1794. 
was  1 2s.  6d.  alfo  that  there  was  part  of  that  loan  in  tl".e  4  ptr 
cents,  whereas  the  prefent  was  in  the  j  per  cents.  He  thought  it 
drange  that  the  4  f>er  cents,  then,  (hould  be  within  i  per  cent,  of 
what  they  are  at  j)rcfent,  whild  the  3  per  cents,  diould  be  above 
3I.  lefs  in  value  than  now.  On  the  fuhjedl  of  competition,  which 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  profeffed  to  adopt,  he  could 
not  help  obfcrving,  that  of  fifty-two  millions  and  a  half  which  flat 
gentleman  had  had  occafion  to  borrow  for  the  public,  twenty-one 
millions  had  been  raifed  by  competition,  and  thirty  milUons  had 
formed  an  exception  to  the  rule. 

Sir  FRANCIS  BARING  objefled  to  the  terms  of  the  loan,  and 
calculated  it  at  the  rate  of  7  per  cent,  when  taken  at  the  full  amount. 
The  public  wou}d  lofe  by  it  two  millions  derlir^,  though  the  \nnif- 
ter  held  out  to  view  the  grcated  advantage.     He  compared  the  loan 
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of  1 783,  aHaded  to,  and  this,  and  (aid  the  advantage  vvis  on  the, 
iidc  of  the  former,  though  the  then  Minifter  had  not  the  benefit  of 
the  (inking  fund. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid  a  few  words  on  the  funding  the  navy 
debt  to  the  amount  of  five  millions. 

Mr.  W.  SMITH  reverted  to  the  tranf^afons  with  Meflr*^ 
Morgan  and  Mellifh,  and  obfervcd,  that  though  they  could  not  be 
faid  to  know  exa6lly  the  terms  which  the  Minifter  wa^  to  offer, 
yet  thcv  could  not  be  ignorant,  that,  in  addition  to  the  eighteen 
ipilHons,  a  certain  number  of  navy  bills  were  to  be  funded,  and 
that  they,  with  their  friends,  who  were  ready  to  offer  for  the  eigh- 
teen millions,  were  at  the  fame  time  ready  to  offer  for  more. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  faid,  he  rofe  to  make  one  obfervation  ;  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  had  admitted  that  he  had  been  in  an 
error  with  rcfpcfl  to  what  pniTcd  with  Mr.  Boyd  ;  that  when  he 
came  to  carry  his  projedt  of  competition  into  execution,  he  had,  fiar 
the  firft  time,  difcovered  that  he  was  entangled  in  an  engagement, 
of  which  he  was  not  before  aware,  and  that  had  it  not  been  for  this, 
he  would  have  proceeded  to  a  loan  by  comi)Ctition.  He  thought  it 
extraordinary,  that  in  tranfafting  this  loan,  he  (hnuld  have  forgot 
the  circumftanccs  that  pa  fled  in  convcrfarion  whh  Mr.  Boyd.  He 
faid,  thit  in  a  former  converfation  with  Mr.  Morgan,  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  was  chargeable  with  the  fame  fcrgetfulnefs  as 
to  the  circumftanccs  of  ihe  Auftriari  loan  ;  that  Mr.  Morgan  and 
his  friends  had  taken  fire  at  this,  and  had'pofted  up  a  paper  in  the 
Stock  Exchange.  He  thought  it  fomcwhat  extraordinary,  that  after 
this  rebuke  which  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  received,  he 
fhould  omit  being  explicit,  whether  or  not  there  was  to  be  another 
Auftrian  loan  ?  He  affcrtcd,  that  the  effect  of  this  negligence 
would  be  a  total  lofs  of  charadlcr,  as  to  punctuality  of  bufinefs,  a 
great  pecuniary  lofs  to  Mr  Morgan  and  his  friends,  and  a  lofs  to 
the  public  of  near  400,000!.  ftcrling.  How  far  fuch  a  lofs  was 
criminal,  he  fliould  leave  to  the  Committee.  The  queftion  he 
wifhcd  to  afk  was,  whether  the  right  honourable  gentleman  con^  ' 
fidered  himfclf  bound  to  contract  no  new  loan  till  the  laft  payment 
on  the  former  one  was  made  good  ? 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  explained  the  nature  of  the  negotiition 
which  he  h^d  entered  into  refpe<fting  the  Auftrian  loan. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  infifted  that  Mr.  Morgan  proceeded  not  upon 
rumour  but  upon  official  documents,  with  refpedt  to  Mr.  Chancel- 
lor Pitt*s  contrafting  for  the  Auftrian  loan. 

Mn  HUSSEY  reminded  Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  how  much  the 
bonus  increafed  the  intereft  of  the  loan!     He  though  he  was  blame* 
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able  for /the  manner  in  which  he  had  difpofed  of  the  loan ;  and  cal- 
culated the  difference  between  90,000!.  which  he  had  faved  by 
giving  the  loan  to  Mr.  Boyd,  and  the  lofs  of  333,000!.  which  was 
ready  to  be  given  by  Meffrs.  Morgan  and  ottiers.  He  declared  he 
had  a  commifTion  to  (late  to  the  Houfe  ;  and  then  read  a  letter 
(dated  that  day)  from  Mr.  Morgan  to  Mr.  Pitt,  dating' the  advan- 
tageous terms  to  the  public  on  which  he  had  offered  to  take  the  loan. 
And  another  letter,  figned  by  Dimfdale,  and  others,  declarii^,  that 
in  cafe  Mr.  Morgan's  offer  to  contraA  for  the  loan  was  accepted, 
that  they,  would  engage  to  become  the  fecurity  for  making  the  pay- 
ment of  I  pi.  percent,  on  Thurfday  next. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  declared,  that  with  the  letter  now  read, 
and  which  had  been  addrefTcd  to  him,  he  liad  only  then  become  ac- 
quainted for  the  firft  time,  and  he  afked,  whether  a  letter  produced 
under  fuch  circumdances,  and  after  the  bargain  has  been  concluded, 
would  induce  the  Committee  to  fufpend  coming  to  dctcrmiiudon 
on  the  fubjeft.  He  fubmitted  to  the  propriet)'  of-  fuch  a  proceed- 
ing in  matters  of  fuch  importance  and  magnitude  in  comn)crcial 
negociations.  ^ 

The  queftion  was  clamoroufly  called  for  in  this  ilage  of  the 
Committee,  when, 

Mr.  JEivYL  fofe  and  faid,  that  this  coriduA  did  not  redound 
fo  the  honour  of  many  mcmt)ers  of  that  Houfe,  whodifcovered  fuch 
impatience  under  a  qucilion  which  was   to  decide  the   faving  of 
400,000!.  of  the  money  of  their  conftituents.     Mr.   Chancellor 
Pitt  had  admitted,  that  he  had  deviated  from  his  ufual  plan,  and  it 
rcftcd  with  him,  (Mr.  Jckyl)  to  explain,  why  that  deviation  was 
made,  and  why  it  was  made  for  the  purpofe  of  giving  a  preference 
to  Boyd  and  Co.  in  this  tranfaclion. — He.  faid,  he  had  fi>rmcrly 
had  occafion  to  inquire  refpefling  bills  purporting  to  be  drawn  in 
Hamburgh,  (though  he  apprehended  really  drawn  in  this  country; 
In  the  name  of  Boyd,  and  accepted  by  Rofe  and  Long  of  the  Trea- 
furj',  and  fcnt  into  the  market  to  be  difcounted  ;  the  Bank  of  Eng- 
land had  refufed  to  difcount  die  bills ;  and  be  remarked,  that  the 
period  they  had  to  run  (for  thirty  days)  expired  at  the  very  time  that 
the  firft  inftalment  of  this  new  loan  was  to  be  made.     Coupling  this 
with  what  he  had  heard,  that  Mr.  Boyd  was  fure  of  having  the  cx- 
i  lufive  pofTciTion  of  this  loan,  he  inferred,  that  he  faw  the  true  rca- 
ibn  why  Mr.  Boyd  was  thus  favoured  with  the  loan*  and  that  from 
tlicfc  fafls,  he  drew  a  prefumptive  proof  of  the  ufe  which  Mr. 
^    Boyd's  negotiations  had  been  to  him,  by  means  of  thcfe  (habby  and 
.  fwindling  bills. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  if  the  honourable  gentleman 
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chofe  to  name  any  day,  he  was  ready  to  go  into  any  inquiry  ref- 
pe6Hng  thefe  bills. 

Mr.  FOX  confidered  this  as  a  poor  mode  of  excufey  when  the 
right  honourable  gentleman's  credit  and  honour  were  concerned. 
He  thought  Mr.  Morgan  had  been  ill  ufed,  and  deceived  into  a  rifle 
of  a  con(iderabIe  fum  of  money,  and  that  he  had  a  right  to  come 
forward,  and  ftate  to  the  public  that  he  was  ready  to  make  them  a 
more  advantageous  offer.  Mr.  Foxobferved  that  the  right  honour- 
able gentleman  had  never  anfwered  this  quedion,  whether,  when  he 
gave  Mr.  Morgan  reafon  to  think  that  there  would  be  a  fair  com- 
petition, he  had  at  that  time'  any  circum(bince  in  his  mind  which 
he  knew  would  prevent  him  from  giving  Mr.  Morgan  and  his 
friends  that  open  competition  which  was  held  out  ?  He  complain- 
ed of  the  mifchievous  effects  both  to  Mr.  Morgan  and  his  friends, 
and  the  public  at  large,  which  had  refulted  from  the  want  of  this 
explicit  information.  He  fhted  the  difficulty,  to  which  Govern- 
ment, under  a  preffure  of  the  exigencies  of  the  ftate,  would  be  fub- 
jeded,  if  by  fuch  a  perfidious  conduA  Minifters  put  an  end  to  all 
competition,  by  holding  out  lures  to  bidders,  and  then  forming 
dofe  contrads  with  the  immediate  creatures  of  their  own  power. 
He  faw  no  reaibn  why  the  Committee  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons 
fhould  adopt  the  mo(l  expenfiye  plan  of  bargaining  for  the  public, 
on  account  of  the  improvident  engagements  of  the  Minifter.  If  they 
were  forced  to  become  a  party,  he  thought  it  fhould  be  party  to  the 
bed  baigain,  which  was  the  firfl  engagement  of  the  Minifter  with 
Mr.  Morgan. 

The  quedion  being  called  for,  whether  the  Chairman  (hould 
leave  the  chair,  and  report  progrefs,  the  Committee  divided. 

Ayes,  27     Noes,  137 

The  Committee  then  proceeded  to  go  through  the  remainder  of 
the  refolutions. 

The  Houfe  Being  refumed,  the  report  of  the  Committee  was 
ordered  to  be  received  to-morrow. 

Tuefdayt  8/A  December. 

Strangers  were  not  admitted,  till  the  call  of  the  Houfe  was  dii- 
pofed  of,  upon  which  we  underfhnd  there  were  two  divifions ;  firft, 
That  the  call  be  difcharged.  Ayes     109 

Noes     210 
And  fecond,  that  the  Houfe  be  called  over  on  Friday  next. 
Ayes     190  Noes     123 

'MESSAGE    FROM    THE    KING. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  brought  down  the  fbllc\v;n^  meflage  from 
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His  Majeftjr,  which  was  read  bj  the  Speaker^  the  memben  (bnd* 
iiig  and  uncovered :— 

''    GEORGE  R. 

HIS  Majefij  relying  on  the  ajjurances  which  he  has  receiveifnm 
his  faithful  Commons^  of  their  determination  to  fupport  His  Majefij  in 
thofe  exettions  which  are  necejfary  under  the  prefent  circumfianceSy  n- 
commends  it  h  this  Houfe  to  confider  of  making  Jhrvvijion  towards  etw- 
bling  His  Majejiy  to  defray  any  extraordinary  expenct  which  may  he  in- 
curred for  the  fervice  of  the  enfuing  yeary  and  to  tale  fucb  meajures  as 
.  the  exigency  of  affairs  may  require.  His  Majefiy^  on  this  occaficny  thinlt 
proper  to  acquaint  the  Houfe y  that  the  crijis  which  was  depending  at  tht 
conmtencenunt  of  the  prefent  fefjion  has  kd  tofuch  an  order  of  things  k 
France  as  will  induce  His  Majejh/  f  conformably  to  the  fentimenis  which 
He  has  already  declared  J  to  meet  any  dipojition  to  negociation  on  the 
part  of  the  enemy,  with  an  earnejl  dejire  to  give  it  the  fuUeJi  andjfeeli- 
eji  eff'e£ly  and  to  conclude  a  treaty  of  general  peace^  xvhemver  it  cai 
heeffeQed  on  jufi  and  fuitable  termf  for  Himfelfand  His  allies. 

It  is  His  Majeffs  eamcji  wijh  that  the  fpirit  and  determnctitr. 
manifefied  by  Parliament ,  added  to  the  recent  and  in^rtant  fucctffti 
of  the  Jufirian  armits,  and  to  the  continued  cmd  growing  embamffmenis 
of  the  enemy,  mayfpeedily  conduce  to  the  attainnuni  of  this  obje^  on/uch 
grounds  as  the  juflic^  of  the  caufe^  in  which  this  country  is  engagid, 
and  thejituation  of  affair Sy  may  entitle  His  Mnjefiy  to  exfedn 

G.  R. 

Mr,  Chancellor  PITT  regretted  the  abfence  of  Mr.  Grey,  who 
had  given  notice  of  a  motion  refpeding  peace  for  to-morroWy  as  he 
wifhed  to  know,  whether,  after  the  mcflfagc  which  had  been  read, 
that  gentleman  would  bring  forward  his  motion.  If  he  did,  he 
wouU  defer  the  confideration  of  the  meffage  till  after  a  decifion  had 
taken  place  on  the  proportion  of  the  honourable  gentleman ;  bur  if 
he  thought  fit  to  poftpone  his  motion  refpedjting  peace,  then  he  would 
move  that  the  King's  meifage  be  taken  into  confideration  to-mor- 
row. 

Ml'.  FOX  faid  (Mr.  Grey  being  abfent)  that  he  could  not  bf 
whether  his  honourable  friend  would  or  would  not  brir^  on  bis  mo- 
tion ;  hut  he  thought  that  the  order  of  the  day  fliould  (land  for  tak- 
ing His  Majefty's  meffage  into  confideration  to-morrow,  and  a  de- 
bate mifjht  probably  arife  upon  th^t  queftion. 

The  iUlowirig  meffage  was  alfo  delivered  : 

GEORGE  R. 

His  l\4ajefiy  thinks  proper  to  acquaint  the  Houfe  of  Csmmcns,  that 
s  €onfidataik  divifion  ofjhips,  having  on  board  foreign  troops  in  the 
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fervtce  of  Great  Britain^  having  been  dtjperfed  anddamagedy  while  0^1 
their  paJJagCj/rMi  the  river  Elbe  and  fVeJer  to  Spit  heady  the  place  of 
rendezvous  appointed  for  the  convoy  under  which  it  was  intended  they 
fhould  he  fent  on  dijlant  foreign  ferviccy  His  Majejly  has  found  it  un*^ 
avoidably  neceffary  to  order  the  f aid  troops  to  be  difembarkedy  and  to  be 
fiaiioned  in  barracks  near  Southampton^  and  in  the  Ifle  of  fVight  ; 
and  at  the  fame  time  has  given  direifions  that  they  /ball  be  re-embarkedy 
andfent  to  the  place  of  their  deflination^  asfoon  as  the  tranfports  necefr 
faryfor  their  accommodation  and  com^eyance  Jball  be  in  readinefsto  receive 
thenty  the  neceffary  orders  for  that  purpofe  hccuifig  by   His  Majeftys 

command  been  already  given. 

/■    ' 

Mr.  HOBART  brought  up  the  report- of  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  for  the  year  1796.  The  refolutiuns  were  tlien  read, 
and  are  as  follow : 

Mr.  HOBART  (according  to  order)  reported  from  the  Committee,  of 
the  whole  Moafe,  Co  whom  it  was  referred  to  coi>{ider  farther  of  ways  and 
means  for  raidng  the  fapply  granted  to  His  Majefty ,  the  refoiotioos  which 
the  Committee  had  dire^ed  him  to  report  to  the  Hoofe ;  which  he  oead 
in  his  place^  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  table,  where  the  famftwere 
read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  Hooic,  and  are  as  followeth,  viz. 

That,  tpwards  raifing  the  fapply  granted  to  His  Majefty,  the  fum  of 
eighteen  millions  be  railed  by  annuities. 

That  every  contributor  to  the  iaid  fum  of  eighteen  millions  (hall,  for 
every  lool.  contributed  and  paid,  be  intided  to  the  principal  fum  of  lac). 
in  annuities/  after  the  rate  ot  3L  per  centum,  to  commence  from  the  5th 
day  of  July  1 795,  and  to  be  added  to,  and  made  one  joint  ftock  with^ 
the  5L  per  centum  annnites,  confolidated  by  the  adb  of  the  25th,  28th, 
agth;  32d,  and  jjd  years  of  the  reign  of  His  late  Majefty  King  Qeorge 
the  iecond,  and  by  feveral  fubfequent  ads,  and  to  be  payable  and  trans- 
ferrable  at  the  Bank  of  England,  fit  the  fame  time,  and  in  tho  fame  man- 
ner, and  fubjed  to  the  like  redemption  by  Parliament,  as  the  faid  3I.  per 
centum  confolidated  annuites  are  payable  and  transferrable''  there  :  That 
every  contributor  ihall  aifo  be  intitledto  the  farther  principal  fum  of  25!. 
in  annuities,  after  the  rate  of  5I.  per  centum,  to  commence  from  the  loth 
dayofOdober  17959  and  to  l>s  added  to,  and  made  one  joint  ftoc|c  with 
certain  annuities,  after  the  rate  of  3L  per  centum,  which  were  reduced 
from  4I.  to  3!.  per  centum  per  annum,  hy  an  ad,  made  in  the  23d  year 
of  the  reien  of  His  late  Majefty,  and  to  be  payable  and  transferrabk  at  the 
Bank,  of  England,  at  the  fame  time,  and  in  the  fame  manner,  and  fubJeA 
to  the  like  redemption  by  Parliament,  as  the  faid  3I.  per  centum  consoli- 
dated annuities  are  payable  and  transfer rable  there :  That  every  fuch  coi^ 
trib|itor  (hall  likewife  be  intitled  to  an  annuity  of  fix  (hillings  and  fix  pence 
per  cento  m,  ta  commence  from  the  loth  day  of  O^ober  17951  sind  to 
continue  for  the  term  offixty-four  years  and  a  quarter,  and  then  to  ceafe, 
over  and  above  the  principal  fums  of  120I.  after  the  rate  of  3L  per  centum 
per  annum,  and  Z5l.  aiterthe  like  rate  of  3I.  per  centum  per  annum,  in 
refpect  of  every  lOo).  to  be  contributed  and  paid  towards  raifing  the  faid 
fum  o^eighteen  millions,  which  annuity  of  ux  (hillings  and  fix  p'nce  oer 
centum,  %>  to  continue  for  fixty •four  years  and  a  quarter,  (hall  be  added 
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to,  and  made  one  joint  dock  with*  certam  annuities  payable  at  the  Bask 
of  England,  which,  were  granted  for  the  feveral  tetms  ofninty-ninc,  oiiiety. 
eight,  eighty,  Scvcnty-cigKt,  feventy-fevcn  years,  feVenty*£ve  years  and 
an  h:ilf,  iixty-nint;  years  and  a  quarter,  fixty-fix  years  and  a  qitarter,  axul 
fix ty-five  years  and  a  quarter,  and  were,  by  the  a^  of  the  4th,  aoch,  and 
2  2d  years  of  the  reign  of  His  prefcnt  Majefty,  and  by  federal  fobfeqaent 
afts,  confolidarcd  and  mii\c  one  joint  ftock  of  annui(ies,  and  (hall  be  paid, 
payable,  and'transfcrrable,  at  the  fame  time,  and  in  the  fame  manner,  ai 
the  faid  annuities,  Co  confolidated  by  thea^  of  the  4th,  20th,  and  xxd 
years  of  the  reij^ii  of  I  lis  prefent  Majefty^  arc  payable  and  transierrsble  at 
thp  faid  Bank  of  En^jland  :  That  the  feveral  annuities,  after  the  rate  of 
3I.  per  centum,  3l.por  centum  and  fix  (hillings  and  fixpence  per  ceotom, 
•  (o  to  be  payable  as  aforcfaid,  (hall  be  charged  and  <:harge3ble  upon,  ftid 
payable  out  of,  the  Confolidated  Fund  :  1  hat  every  coQtnbutor  flidU,on 
or  before  the  loth  day  of  .this  iAftant  December,  make  a  depofit  of  icl.. 
per  centum  on'fuch  fum  as  he  or  (he  (hall  chufe  to  fubfcrtbe  towards  nifing 
the  faid  fum  of  eighteen  miUbns,  with.the  chief  cafliier  of  calhicrs  of  the 
Governor  and  Company  of  the  Bank  of  England,  as  a  fecurity  for  mak- 
ing the  future  payments  on  or  before  the  days  or  times  hereinafter  men- 
tioicd :  that  is  to  ^y^ 
■    ital.  per  cento  m  on  or  before  the  a  ad  day  of  January  1 796. 

lol.  per  centum  on  or  before  the  1 8tb^day  of  March  next. 

id.  per  centum  on  or  before  the  20th  day  of  May  next. 

15L  per  centum  on  or  before  22d  day  of  July  next. 

15!.  per  centum  on  or  before  the  9 tb  day  of  September  next. 

151.  per  centum  on  or  before  the  t  xth  day  of  November  neait ;  and, 

icL  per  centum  on  or  before  the  j6th  day  of  December  Aexc. 

Tiiat  all  the  monies,  to  be  received  by  the  faid  ca&ier  o§  ealhiers  of  the 
•Governor  and  Company  of  the  Eank'  of  England,  (hall  be  paid  into  the 
receipt  of  the  Excheqner,  to  be  applied,  from  time  to  time,  to  foch  iervioei 
•as  (hall  then  hare  been  voted  by  this  Houfe,  in  this  feffipnof  VtalizMacot : 
That  every  contributor,  who  (hall  pay  in  the  whole  of  his  or  her  coatri- 
bution  money,  towards  the  faid  fum  of  eighteen  mtllioits,  at  any  time  on 
or  betore  the  loth  day  of  November  1796,  ihall  be  allowed  anintsreft,  by 
way  of  difcoant,  after  theraiteof  3).  per  centum  per  annum*  on  the  fum 
fo  advanced  for  completing  his  or  her  contribution  refpeflively,  to  be  com- 
puted from  the  day  of  completing  the  fame  to  the  16th  day  of  Dccenber 
1796^,  and  that  every  contributor,  who  (bail  pay  in  the  whdeof  hit  or 
•her  contribution  money  as  aforefaid,  at  any  time  fnbfequent  to  the  loch 
;^ay  of  December  1 795,  and  previous  to  the  30th  day  of  December  1 795, 
*lhall  be  allowed  an  inrcreft,  oy  way  of  difcount,  after  the  rate  of  jL  js. 
per  centum  per  annam  on  the  fum  fo  oomple ting  his  or  her  contriborioa 
refpe^vely,  to  be  computed  from  the  day  of  completing  the  (axne  to  die 
1 6th  day  of  Decerffber  1 796, 

That,  towards  railing  the  fopply  granted  to  His  Majefty,  the  fcicral 
rates  and  duties  on  vellum,  parchment,  or  paper,  upon  which  any  receipt, 
'  or  the  difcharge  for  any  legacy  left  by  any  will  or  other  teftameptary  inftni* 
roent,  or  fot  any  (hare  or  part  of  a  perfonal  eftate  divided  by.  Ibrce  of  the 
ftatute  of  diilributions,  or  the  cuftom  of  any  province  ot  place,  (hall  be 
ingro(red,  written,  or  printed  (and  which  Cud  duties  were  granted  by 
feveral  a^s  of  Parliament  made  in  the  20th,  23d,  and  29th  years  of  die 
reign  of  His  prefent  Majeify)  (hall  ceaie  and  determine. 

That  towards  railing  th^  fuuply  granted  to  Hia  Majefty,  a  doty  be 
'charged  npon  every  legacy,  ^md  npon  every  {hare  or  fefidnc  of  the  per* 
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fonal  dbte  of  any  parfonf  dying  and  leaving  fucli-  eftate  of  the  deaf 
Talue  of  106L  or  upwards;  which  (hall  pals  eifter  by  devife^  or  by  forctt 
of  theiktDte  of  dillriburions,  or  the  cuitom  of  any  pronnce,  or  place,  to 
any  of  the  kindred  of  the  deceafed  in  the  feveral  degrees  hereinafter  men- 
xioned,  according  to  the  rates  following,  that  is  to  fay  :  Where  any  legacy, 
or  any  (hare  or  refidue  of  any  fuch  perfonal  eftate,  (hall  pafs  to  a  brother 
or  fifter  of  the  deceafed,  or  to  any  the  iflfuc  of  a  brother  or  fifter  of  the  de- 
ceafed, there  (hall  be  charged  a  duty  of  2I.  for  cvtry  hundred  pounds  of 
the' value  thereof,  and  after  that  rate  for  any  greatei*  or  led  fum  or  quan« 
rity :  Where  any  legacy,  or  any  (hare  or  refidue  of  any  fuch  perfonal 
eftate,  (half  pafs  to  a  brother  or  fifter  of  a  parent  of  the  deceafed,  or  to 
any  the  iffae  of  a  brother  or  fifter  of  a  parent  of  the  deceafed,  there  (hall 
be  9harged  a  duty  of  3I.  for  every  hundred  pounds  of  the  value  thereof* 
and  after  that  rate  for  any  greater  or  lefs  fura  or  quantity  :  And  where 
any  legacy,  or  any  (hare  or  refidue  of  any  fuch  perfonal  eftate,  (hall  pafi 
to  atiy  the  iflue  of  a  brother  or  fifter  of  a  grandfather  or  grandmother  of 
the  deceafed,  there  Ihall  be  charged  a  duty  of  4I.  for  every  hundred  pounds 
of  the  value  thereof,  and  after  that  rate  for  any  greater  or  lefs  ium  or 
quantity. 

That,  towards  raifing  thefupply  granted  to  His  Majefty,  a  duty  of  61. 
be  charged  for  every  hundred  pounds  of  the  value  of  any  legacy,  or  any 
(hare  or  refidue  of  the  perfonal  eftate  of  any  perfon  dying  and  leaving 
foch  eftate  of  the  clear  value  of  one  hundred  pounds,  ol*  upwards,  which 
fhall  pfs  cither  by  devife,  or  by  force  of  the  ftatute  of  diftributions,  or 
the  coftom  of  any  province  or  place,,  to  any  perfon  in  any  mOre  diflant 
degree  of  collateral  confanguinity  to  the  deceafed,  than  is  before  charged, 
or  any  ftranger  in  blood  to  the  deceafed,  and  after  that  rate  for  any  greater 
or  lefs  fum  or  quantity. 

That,  towards  raifing  the  fupply  granted  to  His  Majefty,  a  duty  be 
charged  upon  the  clear  value  of^  any  real  eftate  that,  upon  the  death  of 
any  perfon,  (hall  dcfcend,  or  pafs  by  devife,  or  by  fbrce  ot  any  gift,  grant, 
or  conveyanec,  or  by  adl  or  operation  ©f  laUr,  to,  or  to  the  u(c  of,  or  in 
troft  for,  any  perfon  or  perfons  ot  the  kindred  of  the  deceafed  in  the 
feveral  degrees  hereinafter  mentioned  (except  purchafers  for  valuable  con- 
iideration  adtually  paid)  in  fee  fimple,  fee  tail,  or  for  term  of  lifir  or  live», 
according  to  the  rates  following,  that  is  to  fay  :  Where  any  fuch  eftate 
(hall  pafs  toa  brother  or  fifter  of  the  deceafed,  or  to  any  the  i(fue  of  abro* 
theror  fifter  of  the  deceafed,  there  (hall  bechareed  a  duty  of  2I.  forevery 
hundred  pounds  of  the  value  thereof,  and  after  tnat  rate  for  any  greater  or 
lefs  fam  or  quantity  :  Where  any  fuch  eftate  (hall  pafs  to  a  brother  or 
fifter  of  a  parent  of  the  deceafed  rt  to  any  the  iflTue  of  a  brother  or  fifter  of 
a  parent  ot  the  deceafed,  there  (hall  be  charged  a  duty  of  3I.  for  every  hun» 
dred  pounds  of  the  value  thereof,  and  after  that  rate  for  any  greater  or  left 
fum  or  quantity :  And  where  any  fuch  eftate  fliall  pafs  to  any  thei(rueofa 
brother  or  fifter  of  a  grandfather  or  grandmother  ofthe  deceafed,  there  (hall 
be  changed  a  duty  of  41.  for  every  hundred  pounds  ofthe  value  thereof* 
and  after  that  rate  for  any  greater  or  lefs  fum  or  quantity. 

That,  towards  raifing  tne  fupply  granted  to  His  Majefty,  a  duty  of  61. 
be  charged  for  every  hundred  pounds  ofthe  clear  value  of  any  real  eftate 
that,  upon  the  death  of  any  perfon,  (hall  defcend,  or  pafs  by  devife,  or 
by  force  of  any  rift,  grant,  or  conveyance,  or  b/ aA  or  operation  of  law* 
to,  or  to  the  ute  of,  or  in  truft  for,  aify  perfon  or  perfons  in  any  more 
diftant  degree  of  collateral  coafanguinity  to  the  deceafed  than  it  befofo 
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cbarged,  or  to  any  ftranger  in  blood  to  the  deceafed  (not  bouig  poichafen 
for  valuable  confiderationadually  paidj  iq  feefimple,  fee  taU«  or  for  tens 
pf  life  or  livetf  and,  after  that  rate  for  amy  greater  fuin  or  quantity. 
.  That»  towards  raifing  the  fupply  granted  to  Hb  Majeily,  upon  evar 
aiTeiTment  made»  or  to  be  made>  for  the  year  endine  the  5th  day  of  Apnl 
1796,  under,  or  by  virtue  of*  any  ad  or  ads  of  Paniament  now  in  force, 
for,  or  in  refpefl  of,  the  fevxral  rates  and  duties  under  the  management  of 
the  Commiffioners  for  the  affairs  of  taxes,  a  farther  additional  ducy  flull  be 
charged,  after  the  rate  of  lol.  for  every  hundred  pounds  of  thegrofi 
amount  of  all  the  faid  former  duties  chargM  by  fuch  aflcflment,  to  be  com- 
puted for  the  half  year  ending  the  faid  5ch  day  of  April  17961. 

That,  towards  raifine  the  fupply  granted  to  His  Majefty,  upon  CfOj 
afliafrment  to  be  made  after  the  5th  day  of  April  1796,  under,  or  by  vir- 
tue of,  any  ad  or  acls  of  Parliament  now  in  force,  for,  or  in  refped  of, 
the  feveral  r^es  and  duties  under  the  management  of  the  Commiffioncn 
for  the  affairs  of  taxes,  a  farther  additional  duty  ihall  be  charged,  after 
the  rate  of  lol.  for  every  hundred  pounds  of  the  grofs  amouut  of  all  tbe 
faid  fuimer  duties  charged  by  fuch  affeflment. 

That,  towards  raifing  the  fupply  granted  to  His  Majeffy,  an  additional 
Excife  duty  of  one  ihilhngbe  clurged  for  every  pound  weight  of  tobacco, 
of  the  growth,  produdion,  or  manufadure,  of  the  plantations  or  domi- 
nions of  Spain  or  Portugal,  imported  into  Great  Britain  on  or  after  tbe 
7th -day  of  December  1 795. 

That,  towards  railing  the  fupply  granted  to  His  Majefty,  an  additioQal 
Excife  duty  of  one  Ihillmg  be  cnarged  for  every  pound  weight  of  tbe  like 
tobacco  imported  into  Great  Britain  before  the  7di  day  of  December  179;, 
and  which  (hall  not  adually  have  been  depouted,  iodsed,  «nd  fecuitd, 
before  the  faid  7th  day  of  December  17951  in  any  warehoufe,  accordmg 
to  the  diredions  of  an  ad,  made  in  the  29th  year  of  His  prefait  MajeftyS 
'  reign,  or  of  another  ad,  made  in  the  3  lit  year  of  the  faid  reign. 

That,  towards  raifine  the  fupply  granted  to  His  Majefty,  an.additional 
Excife  duty  of  one  (hilUng  be  charged  for  every  pound  weight  of  the  like 
tobacco,  which,  on  the  7th  day  of  December  1795,  (hall  tx  in  anv  wait- 
houfe,  in  which  the  fame  ihall  have  beai  depoiited,  lodgied«  and  iecared, 
according  to  the  diredions  of  an  ad,  made  in  the  29th  year  of  Hu  pre- 
ient  Majeily's  reign,  or  of  another  ad,  made  in  the  3  iff  year  of  die  faid 
reign,  and  which  (hall  be  delivered  out  of  fuch  warehoufe  for  home  tnde, 
confumption,  or  manufadure. 

That,  towards  raifing  the  fupply  granted  to  His  prefent  Majeffy,  as 
additional  Excife  duty  of  one  peimy  be  charged  for  every  pound  wdght  of 
the  like  tobacco,  which,  at^any  time  from  and  after  the  7th  day  of  Oeccoi- 
ber  1799,  fl^ail  be  delivered  for  exportation  out  of  the  warehoufe  m  whicli 
the  fame  (hall  ba  depofited,  lodged,  and  fecored,  according  Co  tbe  direc- 
tions of  the  faid  ads,  or  either  of  them. 

That,  towards  raifing  the  fupply  granted  to  His  Majefty ,  an  additional 
Excife  duty  of  four  pence  be  charged  fop  every  pound  weight  of  tobacco, 
of  the  growth  or  produdion  of  Ireland,  or  of  the  growth  or  prododion  of 
His  Majefty's  colonies,  plantations,  or  territories,  in  America,  or  oftht 
United  States  of  Amenca,  imported  into  Great  Britain  on  or  after  the 
-  7th  day  of  December  179  r. 

That,  towards  raifing  the  fupply  granted  to  His  Majeft;^ ,  an  addirional 
Excife  duty  of  four  pence  be  char^  for  every  pound  weight  of  d)e  like 
.tabacco,  imported  into  Great  Brium  before  the  7thday  of  Dtcember  17951 
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and  which  fluU  not  aAuaUy  hare  been  depofited,  lodged^  and  fecured, 
before  thefaid  7  th  day  of  December  17959  in  any  warehoufe,  according 
to  the  diredlons  of  the  faid  .a^s,  or  either  of  them. 

That«  towards  raifing  the  fupply  granted  to  His  Majefty.  an  additional 
Excife  duty  of  four  pence  be  charged  for  every  pound  weight  of  the  like 
tobacco,  which,  on  the  7th  day  of  December  1795*  fhall  be  in  any  ware- 
houfe  in  which  the  fame  fhall  have  been  depoiiteci,  lodged,  and  fecured^ 
according  to  the  dirc^ions  of  thefaid  ads,  or  either  of  them,  and  which 
(hall  be  delivered  out  of  fuch  warehbufe  for  home*trade  confomption,  or 
manufadure. 

That,  towards  raifing  the  fupply  grantecl  to  His  Majefty,  an  additional 
Exciie  duty  of  one  (hilling  be  charged  for  every  pound  weight  of  fnuC 
which  (hall  be  imported  into  Great  firitian  by  the  United  Company  of 
Merchants  of  England  trading  to  the  Eaft  Indies,,  on  or.  after  the  7th  day 
of  December  1 795,  ^  . 

That,  towards  raifing'the  fupply  granted  to  His  Majefty,  an  additional 
Excife  duty  of  one  (hilling  be-  charged  for  every  pound  weight  of  the  HLe 
fnuffimported  into  Great  Britain  before  the  7th  dav  of  December  1795* 
and  which  (hall  not  actually  have  been  depo(ited,  lodged,  and  fecured,  bg?* 
fore  the  faid  7th  day  of  December  1795,  in  any  warehdufe,  according  to 
the  diredions  of  the  faid  ads,  or  either  of  them. 

That,  towards  raifing  the  fupply  granted  to  His  Majefty,  an  additionftt 
Excife  duty  of  one  (hilhng  be  charged  for  every  pound  weight  of  the  like 
fnaff,  Y^hich,  on  the  7th  day  of  December  1795*  (hall  be  in  any  ware<- 
houfe  in  which  the  fame  (hsdl  have  been  depoffted,  lodged,  and  fecured^ 
according  to  the  diredions  of  the  faid  ads,  or  either  of  them,  and  which 
(hall  be  delivered  out  of  fuch  warehoufe.  ' 

That,  towards  raifing  the  fupply  |;ranted  to  His  Majefty,  an  additional 
Excife  duty  of  fix  pence  be  charged  tor  every  pound  weight  of  fnuff  which 
fhall  be  imported  into  Great  Britain  from  any  Britifh  plantation  in  Ameri- 
ca, or  from  the  Spaniih  Weft  Indies,'  on  or  after  the  7th  day  of  Decem- 
ber 1795. 

Tha^,  towards  raifing  the  fupply  granted  to  His  Majefty,  an  additional 
Excife  duty  of  fix  pence  be  charged  for  every  pound  weight  of  the  like 
fnuff*  imported  into  Great  Britain  oefo re  the  7th  day  of  December  1795, 
and  which  (hall  not  adually  have  been  depoftted,  lodged,  and  fecured, 
bef^K  the  faid  7th  day  of  Decen^ber  1795,  in  any  wardioufb,  accorduig 
to  me  diredions  of  the  faid  ads,  oreitherof  them. 

That,  towards  raifing  the  fupply  granted  to  His  Majefty,  an.addltional 
Excife  duty  of  (ix  pence  be  charged  for  every  pound  weight  of  the  like 
fouff  which,  on  the  7th  day  6f  December  179c,  (hall  be  in  any  warehoufe 
in  which  the  fame  (hall  have  been  depofited,  lodged,  and  fecured,  accord- 
ing to  the  diredions  of  the  faid  ads,  or  either  of  them,  and  which  (hall 
be  delivered  out  of  fuch  warehoufe. 

That,  towards  raifing  the  fupply  granted  to  His  Majefty,  an  additional 
Exci&  duty  of  feven  pence  be  charged  for  every  pound  weight  of  fnuff 
which  (hall  be  imported  into  Great  Britain' from  any  other  place,  on  or 
after  the  7th  day  of  December  1 795. 

lliat,  towards  raifing  the  fupply  granted  to  His  Majefty,  an  additional 
Excife  duty  of  feven  pence  be  chargcid  for  every  pound  weight  of  the  lik? 
fooff  imported  into  Great  Britain  before  the  7th  day  of  December  1 795, 
and  which  fhall  not  adually  have  been  depofited,  lodged,  and  fecured, 
before  the  faid  7  th  day  of  I>ecember  1795*  ^^  ^X  warehoufe,  according 
to  thediredoni  of  the  faid  ads,  or  either  of  them* 
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ki^f  (ugfar  bvokfeft^iB  piecea,  and  all  fugar  called*  candy^ '  be  no  longer 
paid  or  allowed. 

'  That,  towards  railing  the  fupply  granted  to  His  Majedf,  fevea  ihil- 
KilgB,  part  of  the  drawback  now  allowed  on  the  exportation  of  every 
h iMidred  weight  of  any  other  refined  fugar,  be  no  longer  paid  or  allowed. 

Ordered, 

'That  a  billj  or  bills,  be  brought  in  upon  the  (aid  refolutions ;  and 
that  Mr.  ChaTiCellor  Pitt,  the  Earl  of  Mornington,  Mr.  Hopkins,  Mr, 
lotin  Sttfiyth,  Mr.  Attorney  General,  Mr.  Solicitor  General,  Mr.  Role, 
Mr.  .Charles  Long,  and  Mr.  Hobart,  do  prepare,  and  brmg  in,  the 
fame* 

.  Mr.  CURWEN  thought  it  his  duty  to  call  the  attention  of 
^ntlemen  to  the  duty  impofed  on  working  horfcs.  The  tax  attached 
very  unfairly  ;  as  It  went  to  lay  a  heavy  burden  on  fmall  farms. 
For  it  was  well  known  thaf  the  exter)fi vc  farmer  was  not  obliged  to 
keep  as  many  horfes,  in  proportion,  as  the  leffer  farmer.  Anodier 
drcumihnce  made  it  very  ol3Jc6lionable ;  namely,  the  impoiing  a 
duty  on  turf-carts.  When  before  it  was  thought  neceffary  to  lay  a 
duty  on  carts,  the  Houfe  thought  proper  to  exempt  all  carts  em- 
ployed  in  the  carriage,  of  coals,  turf,  or  peat.  In  the  (ame  wav, 
he  thought,  the  like  exemptbn  (hould  take  place  now. 

The  SPEAKER  wiftied  to  obferve  to  the  honourable  gendeman, 
that  it  would  be  more  within  the  forms  and  order  of  the  Houfe,  if 
he  fuffered  the  refolutions  to  be  read  a  fecond  time  ;  and  then  he 
might  properly,  after  the  previous  refolutions  (hould  be  difpofed  of, 
come  to  that. 

Mr.  CURWEN  refumed.  He  did  not  mean  to  objed  to  the 
other  taxes  ;  for,  in  general,  he  thought^  them  the  lead  objedion- 
able  ever  fubmitted  to  the  Houfe ;  and  therefore  wiflied  what  he 
bid  to  be  taken  as  a  general  remark. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  faid,  that  though  it  would  be  more  proper  to 
come  in  detail  to  the  taxes,  he  wifhed  merely  to  obferve  at  large  or> 
one  or  two  points.  When  the  bills  (hould  be  brought  in  on  the 
ieveral  taxes,  there  would  be  ample  fcope  for  particular  obfervarion 
find  difcuflion.  With  regard  to  the  tax  on  horfes,  he  thought  it 
ihould  not  extend  to  the  agricultural  part  of  the  country.  When 
before  a  tax  was  laid  on  the  carts,  to  which  his  honouiable  friend 
(Mr.  Curwcn)  alluded,  the  law  was  repealed,  bccaufe  the  Houfe 
thought  that,  part  of  the  commurrity  oCight  to  be  held  (acred.  Bc- 
fide,  the  tax  on  hufbandry  then  was  not  fo  heavy  as  now  ;  and  the 
tirmcr  was  then  more  able  to  bear  taxation.  He  thought  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  alfo  wrong  in  his  calculation  of  tliis  tax ;  he 
doubted  the" amount  produced  by  the  tax  on  horfes  of  pleafurc,  with- 
out allowing  any  dinfiinution  in  confequence  of  the  duty ;  for  ccr- 
teinly  gentlemen  would  be'  induced  to  keep  fewer  horfes  on  account 
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of  the  tax.  The  plea  of  laying  a  duty  on  the  faritier*s  Jibrfcs,  name- 
ly, the  dcamefs  of  provifions,  was  a  bad  one  ;  for  if  the  farmer^ 
already  from  a  principle  of  rapacity,  ftood  out  for  an  extravagarit 
price  for  his  provifions,  would  ^hc  Houfe,  he  afkfed,  increafe  that 
rapacity  ?  Would  they  farnifli  him  ah  excufe  for  afking  more  ? 
Again,  the  horfc-dealer  was  thrown  into  a  difagreeable  predicament 
by  doubling  his  licence.  The  impofing  a  duty  of  20I.  on  him,  in- 
jured him  in  the  cxerdfe  of  his  bufinefs.  AgaJri,  how  would  the 
tax  be  extended  to  all  horfes  ?  Did  the  right  hoilourable  gentleman 
mean  to  employ  officers  to  afccrtain  the  number  of  hories-^i^the  age 
when  the  duty  was  to  attach  ?  Ho\fr  could  he  afcertain  all  the  horfes 
in  New  Foreft  and  elf^iwhcrc  ?  In  fa6t,  if  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  followed  up  his  own  prmciple,  he  would  find  that  the 
operation  of  the  tax  wouM  defeat  its  own  purpofe  ;  for  in  New 
Foreft,  and  fuch  places,  there  were  horfes  that  were  not  employed 
for  any  fervice.  On  the  other  hsmd,  if  he  confined  the  tax  to  horfes 
of  plcafure,  he  woilld  find  th^t  It  would  be  unproductive.  Upon 
the  whole,  then,  he  1«i(hcd  him  to  recohfjder  it^  arid  fubftitute 
forhe  more  equitable  and  produfiive  tdx.  The  nc«t  thing  to  which 
he  wijhed  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Houfe,  was  the  tax  oit  colla- 
teral fucceffions.  He  Was  free  to  fay,  that  this  had  fo  many  diffi- 
culties as  to  render'  it,  to  all  intents  and  purpofcs,  Impra^icable. 
There  would  appear  fo  m'any  difficulties  in  preparing  the  provifions^, 
and  enforcing  the  rcguhtlons  of  the  bills  on  this  head,  that,  on  the 
firft  blufli  of  it,  he  thought  it  ought  to  be  abandoned.  With  re- 
gard to  perfonal  property,  did  tlie  right  honourable  gentleman  meait 
to  afcertain  the  real  value  of  cftates,  to  find  the  amount  of  debts  ? 
Could  an  officer  be  able  to  afcertain  all  this,  and  afterwsirds,  on  a 
divifion,  firikc  a  balance  r .  He  would  put  a  cafe  :  how  could  thb 
commercial  (lock  in  trade  of  a  merchant  be  afcertained,  arid  his 
debts,  with  a  thoufand  other  complicated  circumftances^  be  regrf- 
latcd  ?  With  regard  to  real  property,  how  could  it  be  made  at- 
tach to  life  eftate  ?  In  the  cafes  of  mortage,  irt  would  be  hard'tb 
afcertain  the'  real  value  above  the  Incumbtarict.  He  thou'ght  M?. 
Chancellor  l?itl  was  beyonS  tlK  mark,  in  ftatingtheproptirty  of  the 
nation  in  this  way  at  twenty-eight  year^  ^Urcbafc.  .  In  this  effimato 
tlie  right  hoQpurablc  gentleman  could  not  be*  n^dar.  *  Was  he  to' 
inftitute  a^Teflors  to  sfrcettairi  thci'airtount  of  perfonal  i^operty  ?  and/ 
on  the  whpte,'  would  h6  cdnftitiife  ^  tn^aifitorial  power  ?  He  fafd 
thus  much,  merely  to  ih'ducc  the  fight  honourable  gentleman  to  cori- 
fider  the  bufinefs  maturely  ;  and  if  he  did  fo,  he  thought  he  ^ouW 
find  his  plan  impofiible. 

M!r.  Chancellor  PflT  ad^rtijtf^d  that  it  ¥hi^'  tlife  dutf  of  gwitf«* 

Vot.  XUIIw  4  M 
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men,  cv^n  fo  early,  to  mention  their  objedions  on  the  queition ; 
though  it  would  have  been  more  regular,  had  they  waited  for  the 
fecond  reading  of  the  refolutions.  The  Houfe,  he  was  aware, 
iwould  do  him  the  juftice  to  recoUefV,  that,  in  mentioning  the  ux 
on  collateral  fucccffions,  laft  night,  to  the  Committee,  he  did  not 
difguife  that  it  would  be  difficult  to  regulate  it.  Some  learned 
friends  of  his  were,  for  fome  time  engaged  in  the  detail  of  this  bufi- 
ne&  ;  and  he  was  free  to  acknowledge,  though  they  had  got  over 
many  difficulties  in  adjuding  the  provilions  of  a  bill,  they  had  Dill 
many  difficulties,  to  furmount.  He  was  more  defirous  that  diis 
buHnefs  fiiould  be  agitated  when  it  came  regularly  before  the  Houie; 
though  he  could  not,  even  in  this  premature  flage,  avoid  rifing  to 
anfwer  the  general  tendency  of  the  honourable  gentleman's  argu- 
ments. He  certainly  mifunderftood  him,  if  he  thought  that  he  fet 
the  rental  of  the  nation  at  twent)'-eight  years  purchafe.  He  did  not 
pretend  to  be  precife  in  any  fuch  grofs  ftatcment. — All  he  meant 
to  do,  laft  night,  was  to  give  fome  rough  medium  cftimate.  That 
was  the  beft  way  he  could  proceed  at  prefent.  He  was  aware,  that 
it  was  a  queftion  to  be  confidered,  whether  the  duty  impofcd  was 
to  be  deduSed  from  the  capital,  or  be  paid  by  inftalmepts.  There 
were  various  provilions  ncceffary  to  make  regulations  for  ididoaiy 
legacies.  In  (hort  all  the  points  ought  to  be  confidered  in  detail; 
and  afterward  it  rcfted  with  the  Houfe  whether  or  not  they  would 
object  to  the  meafure.  The  honourable  gentleman  faid,  that  it 
was  nearly  equal  to  a  land-tax  ;  but  he  put  it  to  the  Houfe,  if  one 
(hilling  land-tax  v^ould  not  fall  heavier.  The  tax  on  collateral  fuc- 
cuffiona  merely  operated  when  a  change  of  advantage  to  the  party 
took  place ;  and  hence  gentlemen  would  fee,  that  a  tax  in  this  war, 
though  confiderable,  could  be  home.  No  duty  of  fo  heavy  a  nature 
could  take  place,  without  being  fubjeS  to  many  difficulties ;  and 
no  fuch  meafure  could  exclude  exceptions.  With  regard  to  the  ex- 
ceptions made  to  the  duty  on  horfes,  he  begged  to  lay,  that  when 
the  law  which  had  been  alluded  to  was  repealed,  it  was  in  confe- 
quence  of  the  increafed  wealth  of  the  country :  and  now,  in  the  in- 
greafed  demand  of  refources,  there  was  no  reafon  for  exebspting  the 
agricultural  part  of  the  community  from  taxation^  in  proportion  to 
thdr  income.  Thus,  if  two  (hillings  duty  were  impofed  on  every 
horfe,  he  thought  it  would  not  be  more  in  proportion  than  the  taxes 
on  the  different  clafTes  of  th^  people.  Refpeding  the  tax  on  horfes 
of  luxury,  though  it  was  doubled  this  year,  he  was  aware  that  ix> 
gentleman  who  confidered  the  expence  of  keying  a  botk,  codd 
think  it  oppreffive  to  pay  the  duty.  In  faft,  gentlemen  who  were 
able^,  and  itx  tbo  habits  of  keeping  horfeSi  would  not  dim^iifh  tbcir 
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number  for  the  incl:eafe  of  duty.  In  fine,  he  was  free  to  Sxy,  that 
a  tax  which  attached  on  luxury — a  tax  which  was  in  ptoportion  to 
the  wealth  and  fortune  of  the  individual,  was  the  faaxcA  and  leaft 
objedUonable. 

Sir  GREGORY  PAGE  TURNER  expreffcd  a  wiffi,  that  aU 
horfes  employed  for  the  purpofes  of  agriculture,  (hould  be  exempt 
from  the  operation  of  the  tax.  He  fuggeAed  the  propriety  of  im- 
pofing  a  tax  upon  dogs. — A  tax,  he  faidy  that  would  diminifli  the 
number  of  dogs,  would  tend  to  the  benefit  of  the  poor ;  for  the  meat 
lavifhed  on  that  animal  ought  to  he  given  to  the  needy  and  diffax^fTcd. 
Were  this  the  cafe,  it  would  be  ais  beneficial,  in  fome  degree,  as 
nncreafing  the  poor  rates.  The  tax  on  horfes  of  pleafure  and  luxury, 
fuch  as  hunters  and  racers,  he  thought,  ought  to  be  to  a  greater 
amount.  He  was  aware  gentlemen  might  afk  him,  *^  Was  he  in 
the  habits  of  keeping  horfes  and  hounds  ?''  He  would  anfwer, 
though  he  was  not,  in  a  time  of  public  exigency,  he  would  be  wil- 
ling to  be  taxed  in  a  rateable  proportion  to  all  his  property.  In 
fuch  a  time,  he  thought,   all  property  ought  to  be  fo  taxed. 

Mr.  H.  MAJOR  thought  die  taxes  of  the  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman very  fair  and  unobjectionable — ^The  tax  laid  on  farmer's 
horfes  was  not  difproportionate  to  their  income  ;  and  the  necellities 
of  the  day  rendered  it  impoHible  to  exempt  dicm.  The  tax  on 
collateral  fucceflions,  he  alfo  defended  as  ju(t  and  neceffary. 

General  SMITH  objcflcd  to  the  tax  on  horfes,  and  that  on  col- 
lateral fuccellions,  as  fraugtft  with  difficulties.  He  had  not  rifen^ 
had  he  not  been  delirous  to  inform  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
of  the  oppofition  he  intended  to  give  the  bills  when  brought  in. 

Mr.  ROLLE  allowed  that  there  was  great  weight  in  the  exemp- 
tion claimed  in  favour  of  horfes  of  a  certain  defcription;  He  men- 
tioned fervantsasa  fair  and  proper  obje<a  of  taxation.— ^And  parti- 
cularly recommended  a  very  heavy  tax  on  thofc  fervants  that  are 
natives  of  foreign  countries— -a  tax  which  he  knew  would  be  pro- 
ductive, and  would  alfo  operate  as  a  beneficial  regulation.  He  pro- 
pofed  that  there  (hould  be  a  cheap  (tamp  on  all  agreements  with  fer- 
vants, and  liKcwIfe  a  regifter  for  enrolling  all  pari(h  fcttlements 
which  would  be  attended  with  many  conveniences,  and  would  check 
the  prugrcfs  of  litigation. 

Mr.  EAST  (poke  in  favour  of  the  tax  on  collateral  fucceffion — 
and  faid,  that  though  difficulties  might  arife  in  attaining  that  objedt, 
he  by  no  means  conceived  thofc  difficulties  to  be  infuperable— • 
for  a  regulation  might  be  made  to  oblige  thofc  pcrfons  who  were 
fo  be  the  objeds  of  the  tax,  to  give  in  an  account  of  the  property 
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deviled,  and  in  ca&  of  dieir  default  in  to  doing,  (o  pafs  the  pro- 
perty to  tfafc  heir  at  taw,  or  die  pcrfonal  reprefehtative,  as  the  cafe 
mi^t  be ;    and  the  inconveniendes  expeded  to  arife  fironi  that, 
might  be  obviated,   by  giving  the  party  full  time  to  afcertain  the 
amount  of  it.     As  to  the  triiling  tax  of  as.  on  horfes  emjdoyed  in 
hufhandry,  he  really  could  not  fee  any  reaibnaUe  ground  of  objeAion 
to  it,  and  thot^ht  it  much  ilighter  than  doubling  the  tax  on  horfes 
kept  for  pleafure,  as  many  of  the  latter  defcripdon  belonged  to  per- 
(ons  ^o  lived  in  (he  country  on  narrow  incomes,  and  were  obliged 
to  have  horfes,  Mrithout  the  fame  means  of  keeping  them,  €»*  rm- 
dering  them  profitable,  as  the  farmers  had.     On  die  drawbadi  on 
fugar,  he  was  of  a  diflPcrent  opinion,  and  regarded  it  as  a  veiy  im- 
politic and  unjuft  mode  of  fupply ;  that  drawback  was  alkiwed  l)e- 
caufe  the  planter  was  compelled  to  bring  his  fugar  to  this  market  in 
the  firft  indancc.     It  was  not  in  fadl  a  bounty,  but  merely  a  repay- 
ment to  the  merchant  of  that  which  he  had  before  paid  to  the  cufloms. 
The  fum  of  700,000!.  dated  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exdieqoer 
to  have  been  paid  ii  drawbacks,  was  certainly  enormous :  but  he 
did  not  believe  it  arofe  dire£)ly  from  fair  drawbacks,    but  from 
frauds:  for  he  had  grounds  for  faying,  that  it  was  much  the  prac- 
tice to  mix  fugar  with  other  materials  which  increafed  it  in  bMV^  and 
weighty  and  export  it  in  this  manner,  for  the  purpofe  of  obtaining 
the  drawbaclc.      If  regulations  were  made  to  prevent  this  piadice, 
he  had  little  doubt  that  it  would  fave  more  than  one  fourth  (the 
amount  of  this  diminution)  and  not  iifeeurage  th^  colonies  (rom 
bringing  their  fugar  here.     He  threw  out  this  for  the  confideration 
of  the  Houfc. 

Mr/  HAWKINS  BROWNE  comfjlimented  the  ability  of  the 
financier,  who  had  produced  fuch  taxes  as  were  likely  to  prove  ef- 
ficient, without  being  fevcrely  felt.  He  hefitated  on  the  propriety 
of  the  tax  on  h5rfes  for  agriculture,  left  it  might  prove  a  difcourage- 
mcnt  to  the  labours  of  the  fanner,  who  did  not,  he  apprehended, 
receive  fuch  extraordinary  benefit  from  the  price  of  com,  as  (ome 
fuppofed.  With  regard  to  the  tax  on  landed  property,  he  would 
(uggeft  a  ftamp  tax,  when  land  was  by  conveyance,  proportioiicd 
to  the  fum. 

Mr.  JEKYLL  objefted  to  the  tax  upon  the  collateral  conveyance 
pf  property,  as  hoftile  to  the  commercial  fpirit  of  the  country,  as  it 
would  lead  in  fome  inftances  to  a  developcment  of  the  concerns  of 
private  individuals,  which  ought  never  to  take  place  on  any  ground 
whatever.  He  fuggefted,  however,  that  if  it  was  to  be  impoferfi 
ft  would  be  neceifary  to  introduce  a  claiife  into  the  bill,  providing! 
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that  the  tax  Ibould  attach  upon  any  )-efiduqm  whiph  mi^  fKomtk 
in  the  hands  of  an  Adm^niflrator. 

Mr.  RYDER  replied  to  the  ohfervation  m^de  bjr  Mr.  fizniSm 
Browne^  on  the  tax  upon  labouring  horfe$,  that  they  were  nqjt  in« 
vidiouily  felefted  as  objects  of  taxatipn,  but  that  merely  they  wenr 
not  to  be  altogether  exempted  in  future,  ^s  th^iiad  be^n  fonserly. 
He  fiatcd  alfo,  as  no  fmall  recommendation  to  the  law,  th^  if 
would  ferve  to  diminlfti  the  confumption  of  thofc  artieles  by  boi&i 
which  were  applicable  to  the  food  of  man* 

Sir  FRANCIS  BARING  thought,  that  the  tax  on  tdbatoe^ 
might  be  political  in  time  of  war,  but  on  the  return  of  peace^ 
which  was  (bortly  to  be  expected,  that  it  might  afford  ^  temptatioii 
to  fmuggUng.  The  regulation  of  the  drawbacks  (xi  fugar  he  alfo 
conceived  to  be  matter  of  ferious  deliberation,  as  it  might  a^cfl  tii4 
refpe£table  body  of  Weil- India  merchants,  who  had  fufiered  COA^ 
iiderably  from  the  war,  and  who  had  the  moft  powerful  claims  oq 
the  proteAion,  and,  If  it  was  poffible,  on  remuneration  from  dw 
Hoafc. 

Mr.  ROBERT  THORNTON  congratulated  the  country  upon 
taxes  which  would  be  fo  little  felt  by  every  clafs  of  the  community^ 
With  refpeA  to  the  drawbacks  on  fugar;  which  were  propofed  t» 
be  diminilhed,  be  aflfured  the  Houfe,  that  the  reftridliofis  would 
operate  very  little  to  the  difadvantage  of  the  Weft-India  traders,  as 
they  were  in  pofleflion  of  a  complete  monopoly  of  the  foreign 
markets. 

Sir  W.  YOUNG  rofe  as  a  Weft- India  planter,  not  toremon-r 
ftrate  upon  any  tajf ,  by  which  he  would  be  perfonally  affe6ted,  for 
he  was  at  all  times  ready  to  contribute  his  (hare  to  carrying  on  a 
war,  which  was  profeffcdly  undertaken  for  the  protedion  of  pro- 
perty, but  to  proteft  againft  the  ftatement  of  Mr.  Thornton,  tha^ 
diminiihing  the  drawbacks  upon  the  exportation  would  not  operate 
to  the  difadvantage  of  the  Weft- India  planter. 

Mr.  GREY  remarked  that  two  oppoiite  modes  of  reafoning  had. 
bcrn  adopted,  to  ihew  the  policy  of  the  tax  on  horfes,  both  of  whidl 
could  not  be  true.  By  one  gentleman  it  was  argued,  that  the  num* 
ber  of  horfes  would  not  be  diminiflied,  with  a  vie^  to  (hew  the 
prodii£Uve  nature  of  the  tax.  And  by  another,  it  was  contendedt 
chat  it  would  operate  to  dimini(h  the  confumption  of  food  which  was 
applicable  to  the  maintenance  of  man,  with  a  view  to  fliew  the  ex^ 
pcdlcncy  of  the  tax  at  the  prefent  conjuncture.  But  if  the  oon*- 
fumption  of  food  was  leftencd,  the  number  of  horfes  muft  be  dimi- 
ni(bed,  fo  that  one  or  other  of  the  Inferences  maft  be  falfe.  With 
refped  to  the  tax  upon  collateral  fucceflion,  be  thought  the  fubjeA 
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lb  oomplicatcdj  diat  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  ought  to  de- 
part front  the  ufual  prafiice  of  not  printing  tax  bills,  and  move  diat 
it  fball  be  printed.     There  were  a  few  points  upon  which  he  wiftied 
for  information.     He  wifHed  to  know  what  he  meant  by  dired 
fuccefliony  whether  it  was  only  the  fucceffion  of  a  fon  to  his  father, 
or  of  the  heir  at  law.      In  his  opinion  it  would  be  matter  of  inti- 
jiite  difficulty  fo  to  frame  the  bill  as  to  anfwer  the  intention,  with- 
out infringing  upon  the  eftablilhed  principles  of  policy.     In  com- 
mercial fucceflions  it  would  render  neceflary  an  examination  of  the 
private  affairs  of  individuals  which  ought  never  to  be  publiihed ; 
and  as  it  would  operate  on  landed  property,  which,  by  the  bve, 
he  obferved,  'was  leaft  able  to  bear  any  tax  of  the  kind,  it  would 
be  impofliblc  to  difencumber  in  the  eftimate,  the  real  value  of  the 
inheritance  from  the  mortgage  or  bond  debts  which  might  attach 
upon  it.    If  an  eftate  was  entailed  upon  a  brother,  and,  failing  him, 
on  another  brother,  he  wifhed  alfo  to  know  if  the  heir  would  be 
obliged  tapay  the  whole  proportion  of  the  tax  merely  upon  hisovn 
life  intereft  on  the  cftate ;  or,  fuppofing  that  a  man  left  his  citate  to 
a  dift^nt  relation,  fubjed  to  a  confidcrable  jointure  to  his  widuv, 
whether  would  he  be  amenable  for  the  tax,  as  eftimated  upon  the 
vhole  value  of  the  cftate,  or  only  upon  that  value  which  he  had  ib- 
Iblutely  received?     Thefe  were  qucftions  which  he  put  rather  as 
eonflderations  to  be  weighed  by  the  framers  of , the  bill,  than  in  th: 
Ibrm  of  objeAions  to  its  policy.     The  object,  however,  for  which 
be  had  chiefly  rifen  was,  to  give  notice  that  the  motion  which  he 
had  formerly  announced  for  to-morrow,  on  the  fubjc6t  of  pacifica- 
tion, he  meant  to  put  off  for  fome  time,  in  confequence  of  the  mef- 
iage  which  had  this  day  been  gracioufly  communicated  to  the  Hou!: 
by  His  Majcfty,  purporting,  that  affairs  in  France  had  now  arrived 
at  that  crifis  to  which  he  had  alluded  in  his  fpeech  from  the  throne, 
at  the  opening  of  the  feffion,  at  which  it  might  be  fafc  for  this  coun- 
try to  treat  with  that  Government.     By  this  meffage,  Mr.  Grcr 
undcrftood,  that  the  prcfent  Government  of  France  being  no  la^r 
in  a  ftate  incapable  of  maintaining  the  zrccuftomed  relations  of  j^eacc 
and  amity  with  other  countries.  His  Majefty  at  prcfent  entertained 
a  difpoiition  to  enter  into  pacific  negociations.      He  therefore  would 
defer  his  motion  till  he  faw  what  was  the  nature  of  the  addrcfs 
which  (hould  be  moved,  refer ving  for  himfolf  the  privilege  ot  deli- 
vering his  fentiments  upon  the  fufcjetSV,    when  the  meiiage  came  to 
be  conlidered. 

Mr,  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  though  he  wiflicd  to  maintain 
the  ufual  forms  of  proceeding  in  the  Houfe,  he  hoped  that  fomc  way 
might  be  adopted  to  meet  the  wiilics  of  the  honouj;ible  gendctnan. 
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and  he  had  no  obje(£Uons  that  the  tax  bill  noticed  by  Mr.  Qxcf 
(hould  be  printed.   • 

Mr.  WILLIAM  SMITH  obfervcd,  that  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  on  the  former  night,   had  afferted,  as  a  reafon  why 
the  tax  on  legacies  (hould  be  adopted,  that  in  Holland  it  prevailed 
for  years,  and  was  by  no  mojns  conceived  to  be  a  matter  of  oppref- 
fion.      Of  this  circumftance  he  could  not  fpeak,  as  not  having  a 
knowledge  of  the  fadl ;  but  he  was  againft  the  principle,  inafmuch 
as  an  individual,  in  a  collateral  line,  might  be  left,  a  refiduary  le- 
gatee, i^nd  it  was  well  known,  that  perfons  in  that  fituatlon,  after 
adminiflcring  ^o  the  property,  often  had  not  fufficient  to  pay  the 
debts  incurred  bv  the  dcceafed,  though  he  might  in  the  firft  inftance 
be  fuppofed  to  have  left  behind  him  confidcrable  property.     This 
was  a  cafe  well  known  to  have  lately  occurred  in  the  city.     Beiides, 
that  Government  (hould  a(rume  the  power  to  make  a  minute  invef- 
tigation  of  the  affairs  of  a  private  individual  was  veiy  improper^ 
and  extremely  objc£tionablc. 

Alderman  LUSHINGTON  faid,  that  he  was  ready  to  admits 
conformably  to  the  true  principle  of  the  colonial  fyftem,  that  thcic 
ihould  exift  a  reciprocal  advantage  between  the  Colony  and  the  Mo- 
ther Country.  He  would  now  abitain  from  canva(ring  the  fubjed 
With  refpedt  to  the  regulation  propofed  on. the  drawback  of  fugars ; 
but  it  was  fuch  as  no  Welt- India  planter  could  reafonably  objeft  to. 
He  could  not  avoid  taking  this  opportunity  of  obferving,  that  with 
refpcdt  to  the  Eaft  Indies,  the  country  derived  infinite  advantage 
from  the  navigation  and  commerce  of  that  country ;  but  when  the 
Company,  ^t  a  greater  cxpence  of  labour,  according  to  the  propor- 
tion of  land,  had  likcwife  other  difficulties  to  encounter  in  the  cul- 
tivation of  fugar,  he  thought  it  a  confined^  policy  not  to  admit 
fuch  regulations  as  related  to  fugar  brought  from  the  Ead  Indies, 
equally  beneficial  as  that  which  was  imported  from  the  colonies  in 
the  Weft  Indies.  He  difapproved  of  the  tax  on  horfes,  as  far  as 
it  interfered  with  agriculture,  for  every  gradation  that  tended  to 
enhance  the  price  of  the  firft  articles  of  neceflity  (hould  at  all 
periods  be  moft  feduloufly  avoided. 

Mr.  FOX  enforced  the  obfervations  of  the  worthy  Alderman^ 
as  to  the  tax  on  horfes,  though  he  wi(hed  that  no  one  (hould  ima- 
gine that  his  making  a  particular  bbjediion  implied  his  approbation 
of  the  reft.  He  conceived  every  tax  which  laid  a  rettraint  on  agri- 
culture, as  of  the  moft  pernicious  tendency,  as  the  expencc  of  it 
muft  be  raifed  out  of  the  produce  of  the  lat)our  on  which  it  was  enir 
ployed.  He  confidered  it  impofTible  to  put  commercial  property^ 
which  might  fometimes  be  tranfmitted  under  the  bill,  with  rclpcdi 
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ft)  a  tax  on  fucceffions,  vithm  its  operationy  without  the  faighcft  in- 
juftice.  The  tax  on  the  tranfmiflion  of  landed  property^  was,  in 
.  fz&p  a  tax  on  land,  and  without  appearing  to  be  fo»  was  the  woift 
^cies  of  it.  He  thought  the  diminiihing  die  drawback  on  fogir, 
as  the  leaft  excepdonafole  among  a  fet  of  taxes,  the  worfi  he  had 
ever  fecn  propofed.  With  regard  to  the  tax  on  tobacco,  he  would 
tiot  be  fatisflcd  to  be  told  it  was  a  tax  on  luxiny.  Such  taxes  he 
always  thought  the  beft,  which  afFe6ted  the  luxuries  of  the  rich. 
But,  when  they  operated  againft  the  innocent  luxuries  of  the  poor 
(for  by  that  name  he  might  call  them),  which  contributed  fo  much 
to  their  happlncfs,  and  by  the  deprivation  of  which  the  little  fphcre 
of  that  enjoyment  jn  which  their  circumftanccs  allowed  them  to  In- 
dulge was  confradted,  he  could  never  look  on  with,  indi^trtnce. 
Such  would  be  the  tffc&  of  the  additional  tax  upon  tobacco.  He 
faid,  he  would  not  go  farther  at  large  into  the  varioos  taxes,  bur 
tvould  takeatibdicr  opportahity  of  delivering  himfelf  more  fully  <m 
~  their  principle. 

On  reading  the  refolution  for  allowing  6s.  6d.  lof^  annuity  to 
the  fubfcrlbcrs  to  the  loain,  , 

Mr.  HUSSEY  nlov6d  an  amendment,  that  infiead  of  '*  fix," 
be  infcrted  the  word  "  four." 

Mr.  FOX  faid,  that  whatever  impreflion  might  be  made  upon 
the  Houfci  he  found  it  his  duty  to  fupport  the  amendment  now  of- 
fered to  theif  confideratioh.     He  did  fo,  becaufe  he  knew  that  the 
terms  of  the  prefent  loan,  Which  the  Houfe  were  called  upon  to  fanc- 
tion  by  this  refolution,  were  much  woric  than  might,  and  ought  to 
,    have  been  obtained  for^he  Public.     He  ihould  fupport  the  modon, 
if  he  had  no  better  obje^S;  in  it,  than  that  it  (hould  appear  upon  the 
journals  of  the  Houfe.     He  was  fully  warranted  in  doing  it  froni 
another  reafon,  which  was,  that  it  was  cleat  to  demon(hration,  afi 
that  evid^nee  might  be  called  to  the  bar  of  that  Houfe,  to  ftcw 
Aat  the  prefent  bargain  bctS^'een  the  Minifter  and  the  fubfcribers 
Was  not  Only  an  improvident  one,  and  fuch  as  the  Minifter  ou^t  not 
to  havtf  made,  but  was  in  direft  confradiftion  to  what  he  hImftJf 
had  formeriy  declared  upon  the  fubjc(3.     He  wilhcd  this  bufmefe 
to  be  brought  fairly  before  the  face  of  the  Public.     He  wifhcd  than 
to  fee  that  they  had  becnj  by  dixs  baigairi,  made  to  pTcy  three  hun- 
dred and  thirty  thoufand  pounds  more  than  they  ou^it  to  pay^  h^- 
caiiCe>  by  terms  that  had  been  propofed,  that  fiifn  might  have  been 
fcved  to  dicrti.     Hdv/fer  the  Houfe  fliouM  tKIhk  themfcrv©  bound 
lb  agree  to  the  terms  of  the  Chancellor  of  flic  Excheqixcf  he  fliould 
not  now  difcufs.     But  this  he  would  fay — Thdti  whcif  a  ihcafure 
%a»  propofed,  tliat  eoald  not  be  aflentei  to  without  in^ufticc  to  the 
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Public,  andy  ^11  tnare,  when  that  was  a  meafure  of  the  Minifter 
in  dire^  defiance^  of  his  own  repeated  declaration^,  he  could  not  fea 
any  reafon  why  he  (hould,  but  he  law  many  why  he  (hould  not, 
agree  to  fuch  a  meafure.     That  this  Was  the  cafe  in  the  prefent  loan 
Vfzs  a  £2L&f  aod,  he  believed,  it  would  never  be  contradided  ;  if 
it  flipuld,  he  was  ready  to  prove  It  at  the  bar  of  that  Houfe.    He 
would  prove,  that  the  Miniiler  did  hold  out,  that  there  (hould  be. 
a  fair  and  free  competidon  in  bidding  for  the  loan.     This  the  Mi-* 
nifter  did  not  chufe  to  explain  for  himfelf.     It  was  not  his  bufinefii 
to  explain  for  him.     He  had  faid,  that  an  unqualified  competition 
was  what  he  wifhed.     H^  had  Aated  it  fo  on  the  Wednefday,  to 
gentlemen  who  attended  him  for  that  purpofe,  and-  on  the  Friday 
following,  he  concluded  a  bargain  to  the  abfolute  exclufion  of  all 
competition.     He  would  fay  then  that  the  firft  engagement  of  the 
Minifter  had  been  entirely  broken,  for  fo  far  from  being  an  unqua- 
lified competition,    this  bargain  was  precifely  the  reverie.     He 
(hould  like  to  know  upon  what  ground  that  Houfe  was  to  fulfil  the 
laft  engagement  of  the  Mihifler  in  preference  to  the  HrA.     He  could 
have  wiflied  to  have  kno\*Ti  precifely  what  were  the  terms  of  the 
laft  loan ;  he  was  perfedly  perfuaded  they  were  not  fuch  as  ftated^ 
laft  ni^t  by  the  right  honourable  gentleman.     He  (hould  like  here-^ 
after  to  know  precifely  alfo  what  were  die  terms  of  the  loan  of  1783, 
but  he  was  quite  fure  they  were  not  fuch  as  had  been  ftated  by  the 
Mihil^er,  and  for  this  he  would  refer  to  the  votds  of  that  Houfe, 
and  by  that  authority  it  would  appear  that  the  rate  of  intered  was, 
Ilrerally  fpeaking,   higher  in  this,  than  it  was  in  that  loan,    and 
much  more  fo  would  it  be  manifeft  to  the  Houfe  when  they  came  to 
look  at  the  articles  of  that  loan,  and  compare  them  with  the  articles 
of  this.     Here  he  enumerated  the  different  parts  of  (lock  that  mado 
up  the  lc«n  of  1 7  83,  and  compared  them  with  thofe  of  the  prefent 
loan,  to  illuftrate  his  argument,   and  maintained,  that  comparing 
the  prefent  loan  with  that  of  1783,  the  prefent  was,  of  the  two, 
much  the  worft  for  the  Public.     He  could  therefore  never  be  a 
party  to  an  agreement  by  which  the  Public  had  been  fo  much  im- 
pofed  upon  and  defrauded,   as  they  were  by  the  prefent  bargain. 
He  had  heard  of  clofe  loans.     There  were  many  that  were  called 
fuch  made  during  the  American  war  by  Lord  North.     They  were 
negociated  with  the  moft  wealthy  bankers  of  this  city,  many  of  them 
attending  together^  and  difcuiTmg  the  whole  of  the  contract,  and 
in  that  nnode  there  was  fomething  of  a  competition,  and  a  con(idcr* 
able  d^ee  of  publicity  attending  them,     fiut  from  the  tranfaSions 
of  this  loan,  it  was  not  only  a  clofe  loan,  but  a  loan  fo  clofe,  and 
in  every  refped  of  fudi  a  kind,  as  to  farour  every  fpecies  of  cor- 
Vol.  XLIII.  4  N 
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ruption  to  Hrhich  a  baigain  with  a  Mimfter  could  lead.  It 
fidl  fsiid  to  be  a  competition,  and  die  momeht  after  that  competmoo 
Iras  fuppofcd  to  be  opened,  an  opportunity  was  fdxed  to  make  it  a 
dofe  loan,  and  then  the  whole  bargain  was  condudcd  up  bcCwceu 
two  individuals,  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  and  Mr.  Bofd, 
or  thofe  intercAcd  widi  Mr.  Boyd.  Now  he  would  a(k  whether  it 
was  poflible  for  the  wit  of  man  to  devife  a  mode  that  was  better 
fitted  to  introduce  corruption)  than  that  which  was  adopted  to  makt 
up  that  loan  ?  Nobody,  he  would  dare  fay,  fufpeded  the  Mimflcf 
perfonally  of  cprruption  ;  he  did  not  infinuate  any  thiiig  againft  him 
to  that  tffcA,  for  he  fufpeded  the  Miniftcr  as  little  as  any  man  in 
this  country — but  that  was  not  the  queftion.  If  the  Minifter  had 
.  a  corrupt  propenfity,  was  not  this  an  opportunity  to  carry  it  into  cf- 
fed  ?  He  would  aflc  whether,  when  the  Minifter  and  Mr.  Bofd 
were  alone  tranfadting  this  loan,  there  ever  was  a  better  oppoftuiutt 
for  corruption  ?  If  the  Minifter  had  told  Mr.  Boyd  he  wiflicd  him 
to  introduce  certain  perfons  into  his  lift,  was  there  a  man  who  be- 
lieved it  was  impoftible  for  Mr.  Boyd  to  have  compHcd  with  that 
defire  ?  This  left  room  for  fufpicion  on  the  part  of  the  Public. 
The  Public  would  fee  there  was  a  pc^ibility  at  leaft  of  corrupdofi, 
when  a  mode  was  taken  contrary  to  all  the  former  ufagcs  of  loans, 
and  contrary  to  the  former  exprefs  promifes  and  declarations  of  At 
Minifter  himfelf,  repeatedly  made  upon  this  very  fubjcd.  The 
Public  were  likely  enough  to  fufped  dierc  had  been  fome  ccMTOpK 
pradVices,  where  there  had  been  fuch  a  facility  for  corruption,  and 
an  utter  impofllbility  of  detediing  it.  Therefore  he  would  lay, 
that  if  the  prefent  loan  was  as  favourable  to  the  Public,  as  he  be- 
lieved it  to  be  the  reverfe,  he  (bould,  as  a  Member  of  that  Hou&, 
never  agree  to  it,  bccaufc  he  faw  danger  in  every  part  of  fuch  a 
meafure,  and  therefore  he  (hould  vote  for  the  amendment,  for  In- 
fcrring  the  word  "  four,"  inftcad  bf  the  word  "  fix.*»  He  ibouU 
Tote  againft  the  whole  df  this  tranla£Uon,  bcraufe  he  thoo^t  it 
wodid  be  difhondurable  for  the  Houfe  to  agree  to  it,  and  be,  for 
•ne,  was  determined  iVot  to  have  any  (hare  iYi  the  diihonoor. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  the  real  queftion  in  dir 
Speaker's  hands  muft  turn  upon  two  grounds.  One,  whether  the 
loan  (hould  be  concluded  at  all,  as  he  had  opened  it  ?  fecxmdly, 
whether  the  mode  in  which  he  had  a£lcd  was  right  or  wrong  ?  Up* 
on  the  firft  he  (hoiild  not  offer  any  argument,  bccaufc  die  opening 
of  the  matter  ndw,  after  all  that  had  happened,  and  pioaxditig  to 
another  loan,  would  be  fo  far'againft  all  idea  of  juftice,  againft  all 
idea  of  competition,  even  that  it  Could  not  be  aigued.  '  To  think 
of  opening  the  matter  for  competition  noW|  after  all  that  had  hap* 
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penedy  tftier  all  the  accounts  that  had  been  received,  and  fi>  manjr 
complieated  circumfbnces  had  occurredy  was  to  the  laft  degree  abfurd. 
If,  on  the  otber  hand,  the  Hoiife  were  of  opinion  that  the  mode  in 
which  he  had  concluded  the  bargain  was  wrong,  that  would  be  ano* 
Aer  queftion.  Then  the  Houfe  would  confid^r^ whether  he  fliould 
be  cenfured  or  not.  He  had  over  and  over  again  ftated  the  reafon 
why  he  had  adopted  the  mode  which  had  taken  place.  Me  noW 
maintained,  as  he  had  done  before,  that  the  bargain  was  as  advan- 
tageous, as,  under  all  the  circumAances,  when  he  concluded  it,  tht 
public  could  reafonably  expedl.  He  faid,  it  was  difficult  for  any 
man,  when  it  was  left  to  himfelf,  as  it  was  to  him^  to  conclude, 
between  the  contraftor  and  the  public,  to  condudl  himfelf  in  fuch  a 
manner  as  not  to  incur  the  difpieafure  of  fome  perfons.  But  he 
had  confcientioufly  difchaxged  his  duty  as  well  as  he  was  able,  when 
he  was  entrufted  with  the  important  charge  of  that  arbitration. 
And  he  felt  the  confection  that  his  confcience  approved  of  what  he 
had  done,  and  he  muft  rely  again  on  the  juftice  and  the  candour  of 
the  Houfe.  That  diis  was  a  bargain  made  in  fccret  between  him* 
felf  and  Mr.  Boyd  he  begged  leave  to  dei^y ;  the  traniadlion  was 
witnefled  by  the  Governor  and  Deputy  Governor  of  the  Bank*  He 
denied  alfo  that  there  was  any  corruption  whatever  in  any  part  of  the 
tranfa^on.  The  right  honourable  gentleman  who  had  juft  fpoken^ 
had  fiud,  he  did  ru>t  fufpe^t  him  of  any  perfonal  corruption.  This 
he  was  not  difpofed  to  thank  him  for,  fince  if  he  knew  of  any  thing 
to  that  efFcd,  it  was  his  duty,  and  a  duty  which  he  l^d  no  dcAibt  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  was  fufficiently  inclined  to  execute,  ta 
bring  forward  fuch  a  chai^ge  in  a  regular  manner  as  a  member  of 
Parliament.  The  reafon  why  he  did  not  think  he  was,  diat  there 
feemed  to  be  in  his  fpeech  fomething  like  an  infinuation  that  the 
Houfe  would  be  difhonoured  by  agreeing  to  the  terms  of  the  prefent> 
loan.  To  charge  him  with  that  fpecies  of  corruption  to  influence, 
by  means  of  the  loan,  any  of  the  members  of  the  Houfe,  was  as 
black  and  foul  an  imputation  as  any  dirc£t  charge  of  corruption  up- 
on the  baiigain  itfelf,  and  he  difdained  both.  He  then  took  a  view 
of  the  terms  of  the  prefent  loan,  compared  it  with  thofeof  other- 
loans,  and  differed  entirely  firom  the  calculations  of  Mr.  Fox  upon 
that  fubjed.  He  concluded  with  obferving,  that  if  the  Houfe 
thought  he  defervcd  cenfure  for  his  condu£t  in  the  prefent  loan,  they 
would  do  well  in  faying  fo  at  once.  But,  in  coniidering  that  fuh». 
jed,  he  trufted  they  would  be  guided  by  a  confideration  of  all  the 
circumffauices  at  the  time  the  bargain  was  made,  and  not  from  zpj 
thing  that  had  finceoccurred.  , 

Mr.  W.  SMITH  thought  that  when  the  Minifter  found  he  wa» 
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precluded  from  having  the  advantage  of  an  open  comprtitkxi  in  bid- 
ding for  the  loan,  he  (hould  have  come  to  Parliament  for  a  vole  of 
crediti  and  afterwards  waited  for  the  time  in  which  he  wouM  bve 
been  iairljr  entitled  to  have  that  competition  before  he  negotiated  hff 
the  loan.  It  was  not  confident  with  the  rules  of  the  Houfe,  nor 
would  It  perhaps  be  liberal  and  fair  to  (late  private  conver&tion  up- 
on this  fubje<?t,  elfe  he  (hould  like  to  have  tlie  ^ole  of  this  qucf- 
tion  upon  the  ^refent  loan,  decided  upon  the  opinion  of  the  Minif- 
ter's  own  monied  friends  in  the  city  of  London. 

Sir  FRANCIS  BARING  faid,  no  pcrfon  accufcd  Loid  Nofth 
of  perfonal  corruption,  and  yet  no  pcrfon  doubted  that  the  Ameri- 
can War  was  profecutcd  Under  a  fy  ftcm  of  corruption.  In  tc^^  to 
the  prefcnt  loan,  heobferved  that  the  (locks  advanced  ]a(l  Monday 
morning,  and  it  was  moft  likely  that  they  would  advance  ag»n  to- 
morrow, in  confequence  of  His  Majefty's  me(rage,  which  he  fuf- 
pe6led  might  be  conftrued  unfavourably  to  adminiibration. 

Mr.  HENNIKER  MAJOR  obferved,  that  perfons- were  liable 
to  be  called  to  account  for  any  ferious  imputation  on  the  adminiftia- 
tions  of  former  periods  ;  and  in  the  proceedings  of  the  Parliasicnt 
in  the  iider  kingdom  this  had  adually  happened.  If  the  Hoofe 
9Cctifed  its  members  of  corruption,  whatmu(l  be  the  opinion  of  the 
people?  He  could  not  believe  that  fuch  things  ever  had  happened^ 
and  he  fpoke  particularly  from  his  own  knowledge  that  diey  never 
bad. 

Mr.  LUSHINGTON  faid,  the  piopofition  for  the  Hoofc  to 
confidcr  and  determine,  was,  whether  it  would  refufc  to  (anflkw 
the  loan  wliich  the  Minifter  had  contra61cd*  after  the  bargain  was 
concluded  r     This  he  conceived  ought  not  to  be  done. 

Mr.  GREY  obfervf  d,  tliat  if  another  offer  had  been  made 
the  loan  after  the  conclulion  of  the  bargain,  the  queftion,  whether 
the  Houfc  would  refufe  its  aflfent  ?  might  have  rcfted  upon  the 
grounds  of  the  honourable  gentleman,  but  it  ftood  upon  tbcalkga- 
tionsofthe  competitors  that  the  bargain  was,  concluded  under  cir- 
cumftances  fo  obje6Honable,  and  after  *a  previous  offer  of  better 
terms  had  been  made,  as  to  authori(e  inquiry.  The  right  honour- 
able gentleman  hi mfelf  admitted  that' till  the  time  when  Mr.  Mor- 
gan came  fonvarcl  as  a  bidder  he  propofed  to  have  a  compcrition, 
and,  therefore,  whether  he  cxpefled  Mr.  Morgan  wpuld  KCCft  a 
qualified  competition,  or  whether  it  was  likely  the  other  contiaflof 
would  thereby  be  induced  to  offer  better  terms  ?  He  wifhed  for  a 
clear  and  explicit  anfwer.  Now  it  appeared  that  by  the  manage- 
ment of  the  bufincfs,  Mr.  Morgan  was  denied  competttiofl,  or  he 
would  have  made  an  ofFcr  of  two  per  cent,  more  in  favour  of  th« 
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public ;  and  if  this  he  a  true  ftatement  of  the  cafe,  the  quefiion  dien 
'vrould  be,  whether  the  Houfe  ought  to  ian£tion  fuch  a  bargain  I  He 
tben  adverted  to  the  mode  of  anfwerto  his  right  honourable  friend, 
^rtth  rdpefl  to  fuch  a  negotiation  opening  a  road  to  corruption.  He 
perceived  that  the  righT  honourable  gentleman  was  indignant  at  fuch 
an  idea.  No  perfon  was  more  ready  than  himfelf  to  acquit  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  of  the  chaise  of  perfonal  corruption  ; 
Uut  it  wa^the  duty  of  the  members  of  that  Houfe,  if  they  appre* 
tiended  there  was  room  for  any  fuch  charge,  to  ftatc  it.  That  loans 
iwere  inftruments  of  perfonal  corruption  in  Lord. North's  time/'  was 
a  conftant  topic  of  declamation.  He  believed  Lord  North  to  be  as 
incorrupt  as  the  prefent  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  and  he  aflc-' 
cd  why  the  prefent  Parliament,  in  preference  to  every  other,  (hould 
be  particularly  exempt  from  the  charge  of  corruption.  Was  it  bc- 
caufe  it  refufcd  all  inquiry  ?  Was  it  becaufe  it  aSed  with  jeafoufjr 
and  watchfulnefs  oVer  the  Conftitution  ?  Was  it  becaufe  it  Slew- 
ed the  utmod  care  and  folicitude  in  preventing  the  jmifaj^lication  of 
the  public  trcafure,  and  was  it  becaufe  it  had  the  confidence  and  ap- 
plaufe  of  the  people  ?  He  had  heard  of  various^epithets  which  hstd 
been  given  to  various  Parliaments,  fuch  as  Parliamentum  doSi^m  and 
Parliametitum  indc^umy  but  he  thought  this  was  to  be  called  Parlia^ 
mtntutn  incorruptuniy  for  it  defcrved  peculiar  confidence,  fincc  it  had 
refufed  all  inquiry  into  fufpicious  loans,  or  whatever  elfe  might  be 
fuppofed  an  obje(Elxof  fufpicion.  , 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  ftated  explicitly  that  it  was  his  intention 
to  have  left  the  loan  perfectly  open  when  he  made  his  communica- 
tion to  the  Governor  of  the  Bank  ;  but,  in  confequence  of  the  re* 
prefentation  of  thecontra£lors  for  the  preceding  loan,  he  was  oblig- 
ed in  (bme  degree  to  abandon  that  plan. 

The  motion  for  Mr.  HUSSEY*s  amendment  was  then  put,  and 
negatived  without  a  divifion  ;  after  which  the  orginal  rdblution 
paffed. 

Upon  the  refolution  relative  to  a  Lottery  for-  the  cnfuing  year, 

Mr.  FOX  obferved,  that  the  lottery  was  to  be  applied  to  pay 
the  inteteft  of  the  navy  debt  of  five  millions  ;  this  he  conceived 
to  be  a  violation  of  the'  principle  which  was  now  univerfally  adopted 
in  finance,  viz.  to  apply  annual  taxes  only  to  annual  expences  ; 
'  but  by 'this  plan  the  lottery,  which  was  an  annual  tax,  would  be 
appli^  to  pay  the  intereft  of  a  permanent  debt.  So  that  if  *at  any 
time  the  Parliament  fhould  be  inclined  to  difcontinue  the  lottery, 
there  would  exift  no  fund  for  the  payment  of  the  debt. 

Mjr.  Chancellor  PITT  vindicated  himfelf  by  fhting,  that  the 
plan  was  given  merely  as  an  eftimate,  and  foggefling  to  Parliament 
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dttt  a  pTovifion  was  to  be  made  both  fiir  the  eaj^I  and  mtereff  of 
this  debt,  but  without  prefcribing  the  means*  The  appropfution 
of  the  lottery  to  this  purpofe  was  no  more  than  the  apprc^riadon  of 
die  land  and  malt  tax,  in  1786,  inafimilar  way,  which  was  alio 
annual  provifion  for  a  permanent  tax*  It  Was  at  the  option  of 
Firliament  to  continue  this  from  year  to  year,  to  diminifli  the  cfta- 
blifhment,  or  take  a  neceflfary  fum  ftom  the  Confolidated  Fund. 

On  the  refolution  for  impolii^  an  additional  duty  on  printed 
ipods,  cottons,  &c. 

General  SMITH  obferved,  that  Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  had  in- 
troduced  in  the  refolution  ^nefpsding  ftampt  linen,  an  additional  tnc 
of  fo  much  per  fquare  yard  on  Aampt  furniture  paper,  whidi  he  did 
not  mention  in  his  budget* 

'  General  SMITH  wiflied  that  all  cottons  under  two  fhillings  per 
yard  fhould  be  exempted  for  die  fake  of  the  lower  clailes.        * 

Mr.  ROSE  informed  him  that  fuch  had  been  the  wifh  of  Minit- 
ters  ;  but  from  an  experiment  in  1785,  when  a  fimilar  excepdon 
had  been  made^  it  was  found  that  the  duties  were  thereby  to  mudi 
evtided  as  to  occafion  a  repeal  of  that  exception. 

The  rcfolutions  were  then  put  and  agreed  to,  and  bills  wereor- 
dered  to  be  brought  in* 

fFidnefdayf   gfh  Duember. 

Genei;|l  SMITH«moved  for  a  lift  of  the  names  of  fudi  ^Ecen 
as  had,  by  late  promotion,  been  appointed  general  oflicers,  and 
were  now  doing  duty  in  His  Majefty's  fcrvice  in  the  Eafl^Indies. 

In  confequence  of  Mr  DUN  DAS  fu^efting  that  it  would  be 
impoflible  to  give  a  lift  of  the  names  of /the  general  officers  doir^ 
duty,  General  Smith  confined  his  modon  to  the  names  of  thofe 
who  had  been  promoted. 

Leave  of  abfence  was  given  to  feveral  members  on  account  of 
ill  health,  or  the  indifpofition  of  their  families. 

A  motion  was  made  that  leave  be  given  to  Sir  William  Mibcr 
to  go  for  a  month  into  the  country  on  his  private  aflfatrs. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PJTT  remarked,  that  this  was  the  firft  time, 
under  the  prcfent  circumftances  of  the  Houfe,  that  leave  of  abfence 
had  been  afkcd  on  fuch  a  ground.  He  objeded  ta  the  modon 
being  granted,  except  fome  peculiar  ground  was  afligned. 

It  was  ftated,  that  the  prefence  of  Sir  William  Milner  was  de- 
lired  in  the  country,  at  a  meeting,  called  for  the  relief  of  the  poor; 
and  the  terms  of  the  motion  being  thus  modified,  ^  on  uig^nt  bu- 
finefs  of  a  public  nature,"  was  agreed  to  by  the  Houfe. 

Mr.  COKE,  after  a  few  words^  intimating  diat  be  undofiood 
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the  bafinefs  fer  ^hich  the  attendanee  of  die  memben  had  been 
particularly  required,  was  now  gone  by,  faid,  that  he  fliould  there* 
fi>re  move,  chat  the  order  of  the  day  for  calling  over  the  Houfe  on 
Friday,  be  now  read,  with  a  view  to  nnoving  that  it  mig^  be  put 


Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  he  did  not  underftand  that  dM 
(round  on  which  the  Houfe  had  been  called,  was  at  all  done  away. 
The  Corn  Committee  had  intimated  that  they  hoped  to  be  able  to 
make  their  report  before  Friday.  It  was  for  that  purpofe  a  nume- 
lous  attendance  of  the  Houfe  was  wifhed.  The  queftion  would  be 
more  properly  decided  to-morrow  whetherthat  Report  (hould  be %Qei 
blithe  members  at  the  table,  or  whether  it  (hould  be  depofited  in 
fonrie  convenient  place  to  receive  their  lijgnatures.  On  this  ground 
the  propriety  of  enforcing  the  callicontinued  fiill  the  fame.  [We 
underftood  diis  convcrfation  to  refer  to  a  difcuflSon  which  had  taken 
place  yefterday,  while  the  doors  were  (hut,  and  (hangers  exduded. 
The  Com  Committee  had  intimated,  that  in  their  next  Report,  at 
a  precaution  againd  the  fcarcity,  they  (hould  recommend  the  uie  of 
a  particular  fort  of  bread,  which  they  propofed  that  all  the  mem- 
bers of  that  Houfe  (hould  pledge  themfelves  by  their  (ignatures  to 
adopt  for  the  confumption  of  their  families.] 

General  SMITH  (aid,  that  he  felt  lumfelf  difpofed  to  fecond 
the  nK)tion  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  as  he  objedted  to 
any  compulfion  being  employed  to  enforce  the  (ingnatiires  of  .mem« 
bere  of  that  Houfe. 

Mr.  Secretary  DUKDAS  faid,  that  it  had  been  thought  proper 
that  the  call  (hould  ftand  over  till  Friday,  in  order  to  infure  a  full  at- 
tendance of  the  Houfe,  when  the  report  (hould  be  broujght 'forward. 
Whilft  a  call  had  adually  been  moved,  would  it  be  becoming  in 
that  Houfe  to  (hew  themfelves  fo  indifferent  to  an  objedt  fo  intereft- 
ing  to  ^e  country,  as  that  on  which  the  committee  were  to  bring 
forward  their  Report,  as  to  put  off  the  call  two  days  before  the  period 
if  was  to  have  been  inforced  ? 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  faid,  when  he  firit  heard  it  fuggcftcd  that  the 
members  were  to  be  r^quefted  to  come  to  the  table  to  fign  any  pledge, 
he  was  furprized  that  the  right  honourable  gentleman  (hould  have 
treated  fo  lightly  a  meafure  fo  unconftitutional.  He  now,  how- 
ever, found,  that  the  fuggcAion  was  to  be  abandoned,  and  that  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  deemed  it  more  expedient,  that  the  Re- 
port (hould  be  depofited  in  fome  other  place,  for  the  purpofe  of  re- 
ceiving (ignatures.  The  right  honourable  gentleman,  who  had  fo 
often  reprobated  the  French,  who  had  juft  found  out  that  we  could 
now  treat  with  tbem  with  honour  andfecurity,  but  who  had  always 
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fliewn  a  diong  inclination  to  imitate  their -xneafuresy  even  whik  he 
moft  condemned  them,  had  on  this  occaflon  difplayed  a  difpolitian 
to  introduce  into  that  Houfc  the  praflicc  of  the  Appel  Ncmnaly  that 
mode  of  taking  the  fenfe  of  the  members  on  different  fides  of  the 
queftion,  which  prevailed  in  the  Convention. 

Mr.  COKE  did  not  pu(h  his  motioiy  fartheri  fo  that  the  con^ 
verfation  terminated  in  its  underflttnding  that  the  call  (hould  be  en- 
forced on  Friday,  as  had  originally  been  propofed. 

Mr.  WHITBREAD  brought  up  a  bill. to  explain  and  amend 
an  ziSk  of  the  5th  of  Elizabethi  empowering  Jufliccs  of  the  Peace 
icgulate  the  wages  of  huibaodmcn. 

The  bill  was  read  a  firft  time. 

On  the  queftion>  ''  that  this  bill  be  read  a  fecond  time/*'      >' 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  •  that  he  did  not  now  rife  to  objcd 
to  the  fecond  reading  of  the  bill ;  but  as  from  what  was  ftatcd  m 
the  preamble,  it  appeared  that  it  referred  to  the  mod  important  and 
delicate  objects  of  national  policy,  he  wifhcd  diat  it  (hould  be  on* 
derftood  for  himfelf  and  other  gentlemen,  that  the  circunriAance  of 
not  objedling  now  to  die  fecond  reading  did  not  by  any  means  im|^y 
a  pledge  on  their  part  to  approve  either  of  the  general  prindfrfe  or 
particular  regulations  of  the  bill  in  its  fubfequent  fiages.  He  (boold 
tbereibre,  propofc,  that  the  prefent  bill  (hould  be  now  moved  to 
;  be  printed,  and  that  fome  remote  day  (hould  be  (need  for  the  fecond 
reading. 

Mr.  WHITBREAD  faid,  that  he  had  brought  forward  this 
bill  under  the  idea  that  it  was  poflible,  by  adopting  its  regulations, 
to.give  great  relief  to  a  very  numerous  and  ufe(id  clafsof  the  com- 
munity. The  aft  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  which  it  was  brought  for- 
ward to  explain,  empowered  Jufiices  of  tlie  Peace  to  (ix  the  max- 
imum of  labour.  This  bill  went  only  to  empower  them  to  (ix  the 
minimum^  However,  the  Houfe  might  decide  with  refpc£t  to  his 
bill,  he  truded  at  leafl  that  the  ad  of  Eliiabeth  would  be  repealed. 
He  (hould  move,  '^  that  the  bill  be  now  printed ;  and  that  it  be 
read  a  fecond  time  on  an  early  day  a(tcr  the  holidays/' 

Mr.  JOLLI FI*  £  ubjefled  altogether  to  the  principle  of  die 
blU.. 

Mr.  BUXTON  propofed  that  it  (hould  not  be  read  a  fecond 
tim&  till  after  the  fe(rion. 

Mr.  FOX  faid,  that  this  undoubtedly  was  a  bill  of  gceat  delicacy 
and  importance,  and  with  refpcifl  to  which,  he  admitted,  that 
there  might  exiil  to  a  conlidcrable  extent,  a  rational  dificreoce  of 
epinipn.  The  ad  of  Elizabeth,  as  his  honoi^rable  fiiend  had 
fryly  ftated,  empowered  the  Juflioes  to  fix  the  higheft  price  of  la^ 
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b^pr,*  bat  it  gave  thctn  no  power  to  fix  the  lowefti     It  lecured 
the  ixiafter  from  a  rifque  which  could  but  feldom  occur,  of  being 
charged  exorbitantly  for  the  quantity  of  fervice  ;  but  it  did  not  au- 
thorifc  the  Magiftrate  to  protect  the  poor  from  the  injuffice  of  a 
griping  and  avaricious  mafter,  who  might  be  difpofcd  to  take  ad- 
vantage of  their  neceflitics,  and  undervalue  the  rate  of  their  fer- 
vice.     If  the  price  of  labour  was  adequate  to  the  fupportof  the 
poor  in  ordinary  times,  though  not  equal   to  the  accidental  high 
price  of  provifions  at  the  prefcnt  nK)menty  it  might  be  contended^ 
that  there  was  Icfs  neceflfity  for  any  new  legiilsRive  regulation.    But 
taking  the  average  price  of  labour  for  fome  years  paft,  including 
that  period  during  which  the  fcarcity  had  operated,  he  affirmed  that 
the  price  of  l^our  was  greatly  difproportlonate  to  the  rate  of  pn>- 
vilions.     It  was  a  right  principle  that  the  general  price  of  labour 
Aiould  be  adequate  to  the  fupport  of  the  general  mafs  of  the  com^ 
munity.     A  very  cxtenlive  tax  was  exaded  firom  the  country  under 
the    denomination  of  poor  rates. '    It  was  underflood  that  to  this 
fund  none  ihould  apply,  but  thofe  few  to  whom,  from  particular 
circumibiiKes,  their  labour  might  not  be  fufficiently  produd^ive  to 
fecure  an  adequate  fupport.     But  he  feared  that  the  reverfe  was  the 
c^fc  ;  that  the  exception  was  with  rcfpcd  to  the  few,  who  derived 
fufficient  means  of  fubfiftence  from  their  labour,  and  that  the  great 
mafs  of  the  labouring  part  of  the  community  were  under  the  ne« 
ceflity  of  applying  to  this  fund  for  relief.     If  the  Houfe,  as  was 
propofcd,  were  to  form  an  aifociation  in  order  to  pledge  themfelves 
to  ufc  only  a  particular  fort  of  bread  ^th  a  view  to  diminifii  the 
prefltire  of  the  fcarcity,  ought  they  not  to  form  an  aflbciation  in 
order  to  raifethe  price  of  labour  to  a  rate  proportionate  to  the  price 
of  the  articles  of  fubfiftencfc  ?  With  this  view  he  called  upon  the 
Houfe  toconfider  the  principle  of  the  bill  and  its  provifions.     He 
would  call  upon  them  alfo  to  attend  to  the  fubje^,  in  a  confiitu- 
tional  view,  though  he  could  not  hope,  from  the  complexion  of 
recent  tranfadtions,  that  this  was  a  view  of  the  fubjed,  which 
would  have  great  weight.     It  was  not  fitting  in  a  free  country  that 
the  great  body  of  the  people  (hould  depend  on  the  charity  of  the 
rich.     In  the  eledtion  of  members  of  Parliament,  all  thofe  were 
ftri^ly  excluded  firom  exercifing  any  franchife,  with  a  very  few  ex- 
ceptions, who,  had  at  any  time  received  relief  from  the  parifh*-* 
Was  it  becoming  in  a  country  like  this,  that  the  general  ilnafs  of 
the  labouring  part  of  the  community,  excepting  thofe  who  derived 
relief  from  the  bounty  and  generofity  of  individuals,  (hould  be  ex- 
cluded from  ,the  exercife  of  their  moft  important  privilege  as  free 
men  i  He  admitted  many  of  the  rich  to  )be  humane  and  cbarlta*' 
Vol.  XUII.  4  Q 
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table  ;  buC  he  oould  not  allow  that  thofis  who  wfert  the  moft  oCefid 
aRd  indu(lripu»  members  of  fixiety  (hoald  depend  upon  a  fund  (o 
precarious  and  degnKltngi  as  the  occafiooal  fupplies  derived  from 
thpir  bounty.  If  die  price  of  provifions  had  for  two  years  bocn 
iU:h  as  to  put  every  poor  mian  under  the  neceflity  of  appljii^  for 
the  aid  of  parochial  tharityy  and  if  that  circumftance  conffitatcd  a 
pofitive  difquaK&ration  with  refpcd  to  the  excrcife  of  a  conitito* 
tipnal  right,  what,  heaflted,  was  the  (hte  of  a  country  which  firlt 
CQmpelled  every  poor  man  to  dependence^  and  then  reduced  him 
tqfervitude?  If  they- were  to  go  into  aflbciations,  pledging  them- 
fdves  to  ufq  a  particular  fort  of  bread,  with  a  view  to  alicvialc 
the  fcarcity,  it  was  furely  of  more  importance  that  they  (hoold  af- 
fotfiate  in  order  t<^  r^refe  the  iiKnre  material  gricvaitce,  and  ftrike 
at  the  fundamentld.  (burce  of  the  evil.— With  tliis  view  he  would 
be  glad,  as  he  h^d  already  fuggcfied,  to  fee  an  aiSxuatton  ia  order 
to  put  the  price  of  labour  upon  a  footing  adequate  to  the  rate  of  pio- 
vifiona.  If  the  regulatiovis  of  the  preftnt  bill  (hould  not  be  adop- 
ted, he  (hould  be  happy  that  any  other  Icgiflative  enadmcnts  ihould 
be  brought  forward  in  order  to  afford  relief  and  protcdUon  to  tk 
poor. 

Mr.  BURPON  denied  the  fact,  that  the  price  of  I^sour  wis 
inadequate  to  the  price  of  provifions.  He  knew  it  to  be  oiberwhc 
in  many  parts  of  the  country.  In  thofo  |daces,  where  friendly fo- 
(pieties  were  inftituted,  the  Ijsibouring  clafs,  fo  ht  from  experienc- 
ing that  extreme  indigience,  were  even  able  to  accumulate  iix»kt. 
Mr.  JEKYLL  approved  of  the  bill,  but  propofed,  that  inftead 
of  madcing  the  claufe  iinpowering  the  Juflices  to  regulate  the  price 
of  labour  at  each  quarter  fcilions,  it  (hould  only  authorifc  them  to 
regulate  the  price  at  the  feflfton  after  the  harvc{i.  A  great  imny 
remarks  had  that  night  been  made,  refpeding  the  icarcity  and  high 
price  of  provifions  ;  he  bc^^cd  leave  to  remind  the  Houfe,  that  en 
^  1 6th  of  lad  May,  he  had  called  their  attention  to  that  fiibjcd. 
He  had  then  received  in  anfwcr  from  the  right  honourable  fecrecair, 
who  was  generally  pretty  ingenuous  in  his  replies  to  any  qudHon 
from  that  fide  of  thq  Houfe,  that  there  was  a  cbnfiderabie  exagge- 
ration in  his  (htement  of  the  fcarctty,  and  that  it  was  by  no  moBS 
to  be  apprehendetl  to  the  dqgree  which  had  been  reprcfented.  The 
othor  part  of  the  anfwcr  was,  that  evca  if  the  evil  at  all  eadfled,  the 
]ck  it  was  agitated  the  better ;  as  fuch  di(cuflEion  had  only  a  taykacf 
to  b^et  alarms  in  the  countty ;  Mr,  Jekyll  fatd  that  it  was  iMi 
however,  found  necelTary  to  agitate  the  fubjed,  and  to  cndeavoir 
to  apply  a  remedy  ;  and  he  put  it  to  the  Houie,  whether  ic  vould 
n^t  have  been  better  to  have  «tilered  into  the  difcuflion  when  he 
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bvcught  it  forward ;  and  whedier  feme  temtdy  might  not  then  ha^ 
trcn, applied  withfome  more  advantage  to  the  country  ? 

Mr,  Srcretalry  DUNDASfaid,  that  he  itiilret»ncxl  his  opinion, 
ifvhich  he  admitted  the  honourable  gentleman  to  have  fairly  ftated, 
that  unlefs  the  price  of  provifions  was  fo  high,  and  the  fcarcify  fa 
alarming,  as  abfolutely  to  call  for  the  interference cf  Parliament,  it 
'Was  better  not  to  agitate  the  fubjedt.  He  might  even  ha^e  his 
doubts  whether  feme  of  thofe  meafurcs  propofed  as  remedies,  dhl 
not  tend  to  increafe  the  evil ;  on  this  point  he  had  opinions  of  his 
own,  but  he  remarked  that  the  dcarnefs  of  proviiic^ns  was  chie^ 
owing  to  the  bad  weather,  and  die  circuitiflance  of  the  harveil  be- 
ing a  month  later  than  ufuai— events  which  he  could  not  (brefec 
-when  the  honourable  gentleman  brought  forward  the  fubjedl  for  cfif- 
cuflion. 

Sir  WILLIAM  YOUNG  moved  the  order  of  the  day,  for  a 
Committee  on  the  bill  for  the  purpofe  of  giving  relief  to  (he  poor  at 
their  own  houfes.  ^ 

As  this  bill  Teemed  likely  tooccafion  fomc  debate,  Mr.  Chancel- 
lor PITT  objedled  to  its  committment,  at  a  period  when  the  Houib 
,  was  called  upon  to  take  into  confideration  His  Majcdy's  meflage. 

Sir  WILLIAM  YOUNG  urged,  that  it  fliould  go  into  the 
Committee  to-morrow,  as  it  wa&  of  importance  that  it  (hould  pafs 
before  the  holidays. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  then  moved  the  order  of  the  day  on  His 
Majefly's  meflage. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT. -^Before  I  proceed  to  move  the  addrefs, 
tn  return  to  the  meflage  which  His  Majefty  has  been  graciouily 
plcafed  to  communicate  tb  the  Houfc,  I  (hall  trouble  you  with  only 
a  very  few  words  :  the  fentinKnts  exprefled  in  the  meflage,  are  en- 
tirely conformable  to  that  delivered  by  His  Majefly,  in  his  fpcech 
at  the  commencement  of  the  feflion.  His  Majefty',  then,  with  a  ' 
view  to  the  Aate  of  things  in  France,  intimated,  that  if  the  crifis 
which  cxiiled  ihould  terminate  in  an  order  of  things  compatible  with 
the  tranquillity  of  other  countries,  and  aflfbrding  a  reafonable  ex- 
^pe<5Vation  of  fecurity  and  permanence  in  any  treaty  which  might  be 
concluded,  the  appearance  of  a  difpofition  to  negociate  fora  general 
peace,  on  juft  and  fuitable  terms,  would  not  fail  to  be  met  on  the 
part  of  His  Majefiy,  with  an  earned  defsre  to  give  it  the  fuUeft  and 
fpeedieft  eEkck.  The  (ofm  of  Government  in  France,  then  under 
difcuffiofl,  with  a  view  to  the  probable  efVablifliment  of  which  this 
declaration  was  made,  has  iince  bc^n  adopted  and  a^ed  upon  in  that 
eotintry.  This  declaration,  therefore.  His  Majefty  has  thought 
piop^  to  ttocwin^kk  meflage,  ai$  applicable  to  ihe  exifting  fiatooC 
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€hinp.  ^  M  the  Houfc  expfeflfed  the  utnf^oft  fatisfadion  at  the  fem 
timems  cxpreiTcd  by  His  Majcfty  in  his  fpeech,  1  have  no  doubt 
that  they  will  be  equally  ready  to  renew  the  cxprtfflons  of  4hi3r  fatif- 
/a£tion  on  the  prefcm  occafion,  and  that  they  will  at  the  fame  time 
take  the  opportunity  to  renew  their  aduranccs  of  aSbrding  their 
cordial  fupport  to  enable  His  MajeHy  to  conanue  the  conteft,  ^hh 
the  utmoft  energy  and  vigour,  till  the  period  (hall  arrive  tor  con- 
eluding  a  peaee  on  fuch  terms  as  we  are  entitled  to  exped^  from  die 
juftice  of  our  caufe,  and  the  fitiution  of  the  eifcniy.  I  therefore 
cnove  the  following  addrefs : 

"  To  acknowledge,  with  the  utmofl  gratitude  and  fatisfadion, 
His  Majefty's  condefccntion  and  goodnefs  in  having  been  graciouilj 
pleafed  to  acquaint  us,  that  the  crifis  which  was  depcndir^  at  tk 
commencement  of  the  fefTion,  has  led  to  fuch  an  order  of  things  in 
France,  as  will  induce  His  Majefty,  conformably  to  the  fcntimcnf$ 
be  has  already  declared,  to  meet  any  difp(<iition  for  negoclation  en 
the  part  of  the  enemy,  with  an  earneft  defirp  to  give  it  the  fulJeft 
and  fpeedicft  efiecl,  and  to  conclude  a  treaty  of  general  peace  when- 
ever it  can  be  efFedted  on  juft  and  fuitable  terms  for  himfelf  andli» 
allies. 

"  To  aflure  His  Majcfty,  that  until  that  dellrablc  period  (kiU 
arrive,  it  is  our  firm  determination  to  continue  toaffi>x>d  His  Majcfty 
that  vigorous  fupport  which  wc  are  perfuadcd  is  eflTential  to  the  moft 
important  interefts  of  His  kingdoilT,  and  that  it  will  yield  us  the 
higheft  gratification  if  His  Majcfty's  powerful  preparations  aruJ  fi- 
.  crtion$,  added  to  the  recent  and  important  fuccciTes  of  the  Auihian 
armies,  and  to  the  continued  and  growing  embarraflfmenrs  of  the 
enemy,  (bould  have  the  happy  effedl  of  fpecdily  conducing  to  the 
reftoration  of  general  peace  oq  fuch  grounds  as  the  juftice  of  the 
caufe  in  which  this  country  is  engaged,  and  the  fituation  of  afiairs 
may  entitle  His  Majefty  to  expefl." 

The  addrefs  being  read  by  the  Speaker, 

Mr,  SHERIPAN  rofe  — I  certainly  rife  with  confiderable  a/b- 
nifhment  at  the  concifenefs  with  which  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
man has  thought  proper  to  preface  the  addrefs  which  he  has  now 
propofcd  to  the  Houfe.  As  there  does  not  appear  a  difpolidon  in 
the  Houfe  to  notice  either  that  concifenefs,  or  the  matter  ooataiacd 
in  the  addrefs,  it  is  impoflible  for  me  to  remain  (ilent.  The  right 
•  honourable  gentleman  faid,  tliat  he  would  trouble  the  Hoofe  only 
with  a  few  words,  becaufe  that  order  of  things  which  bad  betn  inti- 
mated in  the  fpeech  of  His  MajeAy,  affording  a  reafonaUe  cxpeda- 
tion  of  fecurity  and  permanence  in  any  treaty  which  might  be  form- 
ed^ had  arrived.     Undoubtedly  we  were  told  in  His  Majcflj's 
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Ipcech,  that  fuch  an  order  of  things  was  expcflcd.  I  (hould  have 
«xpc<3ed  that  the  right  honourable  gentleman  would  not  have  come 
to  fay  that  peace  was  at  all  nearer,  but  only  that  the  obftacle  arifing 
from  the  nature  of  the  Government  in  France  was  removed  ;  but  I  a(k 
why  the  right  honoiirablf  gentleman  comes  now  to  tell  us,  for  the 
firft  time,  that  the  Government  of  Fr  mce  is  of  a  defcription  with 
which  we  may  fafely  ncg<x:i.ite,  and  is  capable  of  maintaining  the 
relations  of  peace  and  amiiy  r  Time  and  exf  cricnce  have  no  doubt 
enabled  him  to  alter  all  his  former  opinions  on  that  fubjcd^.  All 
the  advantages  which  he  can  have  derived  from  time  and  experience, 
have  occurred  within  the  laft  five  uetks.  This  is  the  utpfioft  fpace 
which  he  can  poflTibly  afllgn  for  the  acquirement  of  thofc  new  means 
of  information,  which  have  produced  fo  material  an  alteration  in 
his  fcntimcnts.  But  in  fact,  I  coniend,  that  he  has  had  only  ore 
wctk,  and  that  upon  the  experience  of  that  finale  week,  he  now 
comes  forward,  not  to  profofe  a  jealous  peace,  an  armed  truce,  but 
a  peace  affording  a  reafoniblc  profpe(3  of  fecurity  and  permanence. 
—If  he  contends  that  he  had  more  time  to  make  up  his  mind  on 
the  fubje^l,  I  aik  him,  why  he  did  not  bring  forward  the  r^fult  of 
his  deliberation  before  he  fettled  the  terms  of  the  loan  I  This  one 
week's  experience  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman  has  coft  the 
country  two  rfiillions  of  mv>ncy !  Whit  excufe,  what  apolpgr 
can  he  poflTibiy  allcdge  to  the  nation  in  juftification  of  his  condudt  ? 
Will  he  fay  that  on  WcJnefday  laft,  when  he  arranged  the  terms 
of  the  loan,  he  had  not  taken  fuch  a  view  of  the  fubjefl— he  did 
not  poffefs  fuch  means  of  information —  he  had  not  fuch  grounds  of 
decifion  as  he  has  fince  acquired  ?  The  effedl  of  the  meifage  laft 
night  has  been,  th  it  the  loan  is  this  day  at  a  premium  of  2  per 
cent,  and  a  fum  of  twenty -two  hundred  thoufand  pounds  is  loft  to 
the  country  :  but  I  muft  confefs,  when  I  fee  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  turning  fo  fliort — when  I  fee  him  altering  his  opinions 
and  reverflng  his  former  declarations,  I  think  that  he  is  not  (incere 
in  the  objeft  which  he  avows.  If  I  conceived  him  fincerc,  fo  de(ir» 
able  is  the  conclufion  of  a  peace  to  every  friend  of  his  country,  how- 
ever much  I  might  think  his  poliq'  dcferving  of  cenfure,  I  fhould 
avoid  every  fpecies  of  reproach  on  the  prefcnt  occafion  ;  but  when  I 
fee  the  right  honourable  gentleman  bringing  forward  fuch  a  decla* 
ration,  at  the  prefcnt  moment,  in  order  to  defeat  the  propoiition 
[Mr.  Grey's  motion  for  peace]  of  my  honourable  friend,  I  cannot 
help  adverting  to  the  grounds  on  which  he  may  be  fuppofed  to  have 
changed  his  opinion— I  muft  look  how  that  Government  is  com- 
pofed  which  he  now  ftates  to  be  capable  of  negociation.  I  have 
only  to  refer  to  his  own  ftatement  on  a  recent  occafion  (the  opening 
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of  the  Inidget.)  This  very  Government  he  dicn  (fated  to  be  not 
only  on  the  verge,  but  in  the  very  gulph  of  bankn4>ccy.  And 
having  dated  that  it  was  on  the  verge  of  what  muft  inevitably  tfarov 
it  down  and  bring  it  to  defhudtion,  he  now  fubmits  a  propoficion  to 
the  Houfe,  that  it  is  not  only  a  fomi  of  GovcrnnKnt  with  which 
we  may  fafely  negociate,  but  capable  of  maintaining  peace  on  a  foot* 
ingof  permanence  and  fecurity  !  But  will  he  fay,  that  he  is  more 
reconciled  to  the  men  who  exercife  the  fundions  of  that  GoverrK 
mtnt  ^  Some  time  fince  it  was  faid  that  tncn  of  milder  charkkr 
had  obtained  the  Adminiflrgtian,  and  that  a  more  moderate  fvftem 

m 

of  policy  would  he  adopted.     Of  the  five  who  coropofe  the  Exccurive 
Diredory,  four  voted  tor  the  death  of  the  King,  die  fifth  happened 
to  be  abfent  at  that  period.     Thcfe  were  the  very  nocn  whofe  per- 
nicious councils  were  faid  to  have  brouglit  on  the  war  wkh  this 
country,  and  widi  refpedt  to  whom  it  had  been  aflinned»  that  no 
fettled  order  of  tilings  could  take  place  in  France  till  they  had  fal* 
len  under  the  fword  of  juftice.      Had  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
man then  changed  his  ofMnion  merely ^becaufc  the  fomis  of  the 
Government  were  altered,  becaufe  the  old  men  met  in  one  phce^ 
and  the  younger  in  another  ?     Was  it  on  the  ground  of  fuch  trifling 
diAtn<%ons  he  now  came  forward  to  contradid  every  opiraon,  fiort- 
tradt  every  profeflion  which  he  had  formerly  uttered,  and  to  pledge 
himfelf  to  a  new  declaration  of  fenttment,  without  anj  bSts,  or 
appearance  of  fadts,  by  which  it  was  fupported  ?     There  is  ibcne- 
thing  lb  •Gontradidory  in  all  this,  that  I  think  it  in>po(IibIc  dial  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  can  be  (incere.     When  I  find  him  une 
day  faying,  that  the  French  Government  is  in  the  gulph  of  bank- 
ruptcy, and  on  anodier,  that  it  is  capable  of  maintaining  a  per- 
manent peace,  I  cannot  help  thinking  that  he  has  dill  fomefubter- 
fuge  in  (lore,  and  that  he  yet  hopes  to  find  a  pretext  to  juflifj  him 
in  continuing  the  conteO,  for  the  purpofe  of  rcftoring  the  old  dcfpo- 
tifm  of  France.     If  we  were  not  to  look  to  the  fubjcA  ferioufly, 
we  mt^t  perhaps  find  feme  other  rcafon  for  this  change  of  fenti- 
mcnt,  on  the  par^t  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman.     I  f  it  be  £iid 
that  the  French  Government  has  ni>w  revoked  its  declaration  of  in* 
terfcnng  with  the  Governments  of  other  countries,  and  on  that  ac- 
count is  better -qualified  for  nqgociation,    that  declaration,   I  mufl 
remark,  h.is  long  been  revoked.     The  charge  of  a  wanton  interfe- 
rence with  other  Govcrrimcnts,  applied  to  the  French,  I  confend, 
ncver4o,havc  been  jnft.     The  declaration  which  they  made  on  that 
{dbjc6\y  was  a  confequencc  of  the  coalitionofKirigs.— -When  the 
confederated  Princes  cxpreffcd  their  determination  not  fiopermit  dicm 
tojcScd  their  revolotioi^  and  e{hd)Mih  a  Govocmncntfor  theiafdvcsi 
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they  duMJgbt  themfelves  juftified  to  retaliate^  by  declaring  their  en- 
mity to  all  kingly  Governments^  and  their  readinefs  to  affift  in  their 
d«ffaru6tion.     But  in  whatever  light  this. declaratioia  be  oonlideredv 
vrhether  as  a  retort  or  retaliation,  in  no  point  of  view  am  I  prepared 
to  jufiify  it — it  has  long  lince  been  difclaimed.     What  then  is  tht 
periofi  at  which  the  right  honourable  gentleman  thinks  proper  to  de- 
clare that  the  French  Government  is  capable  of  maintaining  the  ac- 
cuflomed  relations  of  peace  and  amity  ?     At  the  moment  when  the 
members  feck  to  cftabli(h  their  power  by  the  fyftem  of  forced  clec- 
tionsx  when  they  avow  the  principle  of  not  being  refponfible  to  their 
conftituentSy  when  they  feek  to  eAablifh  their  authority  in  the  capi- 
Cal  by  force  of  arms,  and  have  the  place  of  their  deliberations  fur- 
rounded  by  large  bodies  of  the  military,  hi  order  to  overawe  the 
people  :  at  fuch  a  moment,  when  the  members  of  the  French 
Government  adopt  the  fyilem  of  felf-election,  of  taking  all  power 
into  their  own  hands,  and  of  treating  with  contempt  the  rights^  the 
opinions,  and  the  intereds  of  the  people,  the  gentlemen  on  the  other 
fide  exclaim  :— **  This  is  fomething  like  a  regular  Government ! 
This  is  a  form  of  Adminiftration  with  which  we  roav  treat  with 
fafety  ;  we  have  now  got  fomething  refembling  the  word  parts  of 
the  Britifti  Conftitution ;"  and  it  is  to  be  remarked,  that  the  way 
in  which  thofe  gentlemen  choofe  to  exprefs  their  attachment  to  the 
Conftitution,  is  by  the  cagemefs  which  they  (hew  ta  retain  its  abufes. 
There  is  one  word  in  the  addrefs  which  muft  have  prevented  it  from 
obtaining  an  unanimous  concurrence-— the  expreffion  which  relates 
to  the  judice  of  the  war.— We  never  can  fubfcribe  to  the  jufticc  of 
the  principle  upon  which  the  war  was  commenced.     But  this  is  hot 
the  only  objedion  to  the  addrefs  in  its  prefent  form  ;  it  exprefies  a 
principle  which  mud  ever  remove  to  a  diftance  any  hope  of  a  fecure 
and  permanent  peace  tiil  the  whole  country  (hall  jgin  to  diiclaim  and 
reprobate  the  fydem  derived  from  fuch  a  fource.     It  feems  th9t  th^ 
prefent  (late  of  things  in  Fraficc  is  fuch,  as  Miniftcrs  think  may 
fafely  admit  of  negociation.     This  principle  has  often  been  before 
intimated,  but  has  never  been  before  fo  openly  avowed.     It  now 
ieems  that  we  muft  carry  on  ^a  war  till  a  form  of  Government 
takes  place  agreeable  to  the  fancy  and  caprice  of  His  Majefty's 
Miniftcrs.     If  it  (hould  happen  that  the  Government  is  not  fo 
(haped  and  framed,  as  exadly  to  coincide  with  their  idea^,  we 
mc^  be  immediately  plunged  into  all  the  horrors  of  a  war.     If 
tbe  prefent  iinrm  of  Government,  which  happens  to  tally  with  the 
notions  of  Mintfters,    (hould  be  changed  during  the  progrcfs  of' 
nq^odatton— -if  this  Gpvernment,  of  which  they  have  had  only  tlie 
expericnccfor  five  weeks,  (hould  be  thought  to  re<|uirc  fome  altera* 
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tion,  after  peace  is  concluded,  and  the  Houfe  (ahdlioh  the  princi- 
ple which  is  now  avowed>  Minifters  may  think  themfclves  juftifi^ 
in  entering  into  new  hoftilitiesj  and  involving  the  country  in 
a  new  war.  As  long  as  that  principle  continues  to  be  avowed, 
and  to  be  a£led  upon,  we  may  have  a  hollow  ajld  an  anncd 
truce,  but  wc  never  can  have  any  thing  like  a  fecure  and  perma- 
nent peace.  The  honourable  gcnileman  has  been  fo  very  concifc 
as  not  to  afford  ine  an  opportunity  of  fnying  fo  much  as  I  might 
otherwife  have  been  called  upon  to  bring  forward.  I  mull  con- 
clude with  moil  dccidedl)'  reprobating  the  principle,  that  any  ob* 
jc£tions  on  the  part  of  Miniilcrs  to  a  particular  iurm  of  Govcixncnt, 
(ball  be,  in  any  inllancc,  deemed  a  ju(l  caufe  for  commencing  and 
countinuing  hoftilities.  On  that  ground  I  t^ke  the  liberty  of  iiig- 
gelling  the  following  amendment : 

*^  Your  Majedy's  faithful  Commons,  having  thus  manifeiled 
their  determination  to  give  Your  Majedy  the  moil  vigorous  fup- 
port  in  the  farther  profccuUon  of  the  war,  incafe  judand  rcafon- 
able  terms  of  peace  fliould  be  refufed  on  the  part  of  the  enemy,  and 
having  declared  the  cordial  fatisfa<5tion  they  feel  at  Your  Majeflj  » 
gracious  intention  to  meet  any  difpofition  to  n^otiation  on  the 
part  of  the  enemy,  with  an  earned  defire  to  give  it  the  fulled 
and  (peedieft  efFQ(fl,  cannot  at  the  fame  time  avoid  ex-ptcdtng 
the  depp  regret  they  feel,  that  Your  Majedy  (hould  ever  have  been 
advifed  to  conflder  the  internal  order  of  things  in  France  to  have 
been  fuch,  as  fhould  not  have  induced  Your  Majedy  at  any  time  to 
meet  a  difpofition  to  ncgociation  on  the  part  of  the  enemy. 

**  And  your  faithful  Commons  feel  themfclves  at  this  conjunc- 
ture the  more  forcibly  called  on  to  declare  this  opinion,^  bccaufc  if 
the  prcfent  exiding  order  of  things  in  France  be  admitted  as  the  mo- 
tive and  inducement  to  ncgotiatu/n,  a  changrin  that  order  of  things, 
may  be  conddered  as  a  ground  for  difcontinuing  n^otiation  began, 
or  even  for  abandoning  a  treaty  concluded. 

"  Wherefore,  Your  Majedy's  faithful  Commons,  duly  rcflcfling 
on  the  calamitous  wade  of  trcafure  and  of  blood,  to  which  it  is  now 
manifed  the  acling-on  this  principle  has  fo  unfortunately  and  h 
largely  oontiibutcd,  and  greatly  apprchenfive  of  the  grievous  aiKl 
ruinous  confequcnces  to  which  the  perfevcring  to  adl  on  fuch  a  prin- 
ciple mud  inevitably  tend,  do  humbly  and  earnedly  implore  Your 
Majedy,  that  it  may  be  altogether  abandoned  and  difclaimed^  and    . 
Aat  the  form  of  Govcmment,  or  internal  order  of  things  in  France, 
whatever  they  may  be,  or  ftjall  become,  may  be  no  bar  to  a  ncgo- 
tiarion  for  rcdoring  to  Your  Majedy's  fubjeds  the  blcffings  of  peace, 
whenever  it  can  be  efiedlcd  on  jud  and  fuitable  terms  for  Your  Ma- 
iefty,  and  your  allies.  i 
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**  And  as  the  principal  bar  to  a  negotiation  for  pea(fe  ap{)cah  to 
have  been  Your  Majefl^'s  having  been  hitherto  advifed  to  confider 
tlie  order  of  things  in  France  as  precluding  Your  Majefljr  from  meet^. 
i  ng  a  di^xjlfition  to  negotiation  on  the  part  of  the  enemjr.  Yoiir  faith-^ 
fill  Commons  now  humbly  befeech  Your  Majefiy  to  give  diffindl 
direftions  that  an  immediate  negodadon  may  be  entered  on  .for  the 
above  fidutaty  object."* 

Mr.  WILBERFORCE.     I  muft  confefs  that  I  am  furprifed 
at  tfiat  conftru&ion  of  mind,  which  can  take  up  the  addrefs  now 
propoTed  for  the  adoption  of  the  Houfe,  in  the  light  in  which  it  ha^ 
been  confideied  by  the  honourable  gentleman.     The  event  to  which 
the  addrefs  refers  has  alw^s  been  regarded  as  oiie  defirable  to  all  ^ 
parties,  however  they  might  differ  as  to  the  means  of  attaining  their 
object.     But  now  it  is  radier  fingular,  that  any  objediions  fhoiild 
be  interpofedy  when  all  were  ready  to  come  into  the  fame  propofi'*' 
cion.     At  the  moment  when  His  Majefly  declared  that  he  wai  pre^ 
pared  to  give  the  fuUcft  and  fpeedieft  efiedt  to  any  difpofitions  for 
peace,  that  might  appear  on  the  part  of  Francci  it  was  a  bad  return 
for  his  goodnefs  tp  c;dl  into  queftion,  or  cavil  at  that  declaration. 
Thcf  addrefs  is  fuch,  as  has  my  warmeft  ailent.     What  arc  the 
6bje6Hons  to  this  addrefs  i  We  now  fay,  that  there  is  fuch  an  or* 
der  of  thingg  effaiblilhed  in  France,  as  aflbrds  i  reafonable  expedis^ 
tion  for  aTecure  and  permanent  peace.     Laid  year  when  I  brought 
forward  my  motion  for  peace,  the  majority  were  of  a  different  opi- 
nion.    They  are  now  prepared  to  admit,  that  the  period  has  at  laft 
arrived,  when  the  government  in  France  no  loiter  prefents  an  ob- 
fhicle  to  negodation.     Thfe  honourable  gentleman  fays^  that  he 
fees  no  'difference  between  the  former  and  prefent  government  of 
France.     Does  dot  he  admit  that  there  may  be  various  gradations 
between  th^  two  extremes,  that  there  may  be  different  (hades  and 
modifications,  which  may  materially  affe^  the  chara(5\er  of  a  go-  _ 
vemment,  and  its  conduct  to^rards^  foreign  poitrers  ?  Is  there  not  a 
coniiderable  difierence  between  tba^no•govemment,  that  wild  de- 
mocracy, which  fbrmeriy  prevailed  iri  France,  and  the  more  limited 
and  regulated  form  of  gpvernment  which  they  have  now  adopted  ? 
The  honourable  gentleman  fays,  that  my  right  honourable  friend 
has  had  only  five  weeks  experience  of  the  nature  of  this  form  of  go- 
vemment.    I  thought  that  my  right  honourable  friend  had  exprefsly 
guarded  againfl  this  mifreprefentarbn^  when  he  ftated,  on  the  fiffl: 
day  of  the  fefSon,  that  if  the  order  of  things  then  propofcd  in  Frande 
(hould  be  put  in  execution,  he  (hould  then  have  no  longer  any  ob^ 
jcAion  to  treat  on  fecure  and  honourable  terms.     What,  I  afk^  U 
the  cScSt  of  the  meflagc  and  the  ad()rcfs.     They  have  the  cffeA^ 
Vol.  XUIL  4  ** 
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^ich  I  truft  will  be  found  fuocefefidy  and  iUbkh  I  at  loft  endfdy 
approve  in  the  experhnenty  linoe  it  fo  muchooinddes  with  dieieo- 
timcnts  I  have  formerly  had  the  honour  to  expids  to  tlus  Hooic« 
Seeing  a  government  eftabliihed  in  France,  which  aflbmes  a  more 
moderate  and  permanent  ihape  than  has  hitherlo  appeared,  the  go- 
vernment of  this  country  readily  feizes  the  opportunity  fo  fircngdxn 
them  by  coming  forward  with  a  declaration  of  thdr  readinefe  w 
treat  on  juft  and  fuitable  terms.     The  honourable  gentleman  afts, 
what  is  the  difierence  of  die  fyftem  which  the  new  govenuncnt  io 
France  has  efiabliftied  ?  fs  it  mesely  that  the  M  men  are  to  meet 
in  one  place,  and  the  young  men  in  another  ?  Does  he  not  knov 
that  by  this  rqgulation,  the  danger  is  entirely  guarded  againft,  whkL 
Ais  country  had  chiefly  to  a}^prchend,  the  mifchief  of  hafie  and 
precipitance  in  their  councils  ?  Is  he  fo  ignorant  of  human  nttuie, 
or  of  the  effed  of  iituation  upon  charaAer,  as  tioc  to  be  airare, 
that  from  this  feparation  of  the  two  bodies,  dificfent  opinions  w91 
-arife,  and  different  interefis  will  prevail  r  What  is  already  the  oon- 
(feqaence  of  the  new  fyftem  ?-— They  have  taken  precaution  to  pre- 
vent riot  and  infurre^ion,  greater  even  dian  thofe  which  would  be 
admitted  in  this  oountty.     They,  have  (hewn  their  defeenmnation 
not  to  be  overawed  by  mobs,  and  have  taken  Regs  to  fecort  Aas 
meetings  from  the  pernicious  cfkGts  of  (tich  tumyltuaiy  imafcitnce. 
I  faid,  on  a  former  occaiion,  that  I  conceived  a  government  fcioe- 
thing  like  that  of  America,  would  be  the  moft  fuitable  for  Fiance. 
I  faid  fo  becaufe  I  conceived  that  to  be  the  government  which  the 
people  were  moft  difpofed  to  recdve.  The  event  has  fo  fiir  oonfinned 
my  opinion.'     I  conceived  that  the  objedlion  to  the  dedaratioo  m 
His  Majefty's  meilage  might  have  been,  that  the  declaration  in  the 
meffage  rendered  any  fre(h  declaration  unneceffinry*     The  amend- 
ment moved  by  the  honourable  gentleman,   I  ooncrive  to  be  fudi 
as,    if  adppted,  would  be  produdive  of  the  worft  confequence^ 
When  we  know  what  ufe  has  been  made  of  the  difoontents,  real  or 
fuppofed,  in  this  country,  for  the  purpofe  of  toiireprcfciilatioo  in 
France  ;  it  would  give  tenfold  force  to  that  miiiepreientadoR,  and 
encourage  the  idea  that  the  Government  were  drawn  lofue  for  peace 
by  the  complaints  and  rcmonftrances  of  the  pet^Ie.     But  1  objeifl 
to  it  not  only  on  the  ground  of  policy,  but  of  the  Conitttudon.    It 
is  not  the  bufinefs  of  this  Houfe  to  come  forward  to  interfae  vitk 
the  province  of  the  Executive  Govertiment,  except  when  called  upon 
by  the  preflurc  of  ftrong  neceflity  or  the  obligation  of  public  dut?* 
That  interference  cannot  be  called  for  at  a  moment  when  Govern- 
.  ment  comes  forward  with  a  fentimcnt,  in  which  all  have  cxprcfel 
their  concurrence.      I  congratulate  the  Houfe  on  this  dtdantioo* 
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I  truft  that  it  will  be  attended  with  the  happieft'cfie^ ;  I  rejoice 
thsu  piovifion  has  alrieady  been  made  for  the  enpenditure  of  thp 
year,  becaufe  I  think  that  by  (hewing  we  have  the. means  to  profe-i 
oute  the  war  with  vigour,  we  (ball  take  the  mo(V  likely  method  to 
bring  about  a  peace  with  advantage  to  the  country^  I  hope  that  peace 
may  (bon.be  concluded  on  )uft  and  fuitable  terms,  and  I  truft  that 
ttxe  country  will  confent  to  no  other. 

Mr.  M.  ROBINSON  declared,  he  perceived  no  peculiar  im^ 
provdmcnt  in  the  French  government,  nor  was  he  folicitous  to  in- 
quire whether  it  refembled,  or  ever  (hould  refend)le,  the  American 
conftitution ;  but  if  we  were  to  wait  till  France  had  digefted  a  regu- 
lar and  refpedtable  government,  he  was  afraid,  our  hopes  would  be 
deferred  to  a  very  diAant  period.     Peace,  on  honourable  term), 
^^as  much  to  be  wi(hed  for  this  country,  if  it  could  be  obtained, 
'w^hich,  he  thought,  there  was  ground  to  expedt  from  the  prefent 
(lale  and  ditjpofition  of  the  enemy :  he  (bould,  therefore,  vote  for 
the  addrefs,  which,  in  his  opinion,  tended  to  the  accomplifhment 
of  that  defirable  objed ;  and  oppofe  the  amendment,  viMch  he  con** 
iidered  as  neceffiurily  impeding  it.     He  condemned  the  Minifter  for 
not  having  brought  forward  die  great  and  important  fubje6l  he  had 
DOW  laid  before  the  Houfe,  prior  to  his  conclufion  of  the  loan :  by 
proceeding  in  a  manner  the  reverie  to  that  which  his  duty  prefcribed 
to  him,  he  had  facrificed  the  intereil  of  the'  Public  to  a  monffax^us 
amount,  and  eftabli(hed  a  precedent,  dangerous  beyond  meafure, 
to  the  CbnftitutioQ,  (if  it  (hould  continue  to  exift)  by  making  out  a 
foundation  for  providing  for  the  dependants  of  the  ruler  of  the  day, 
in  a  manner  extenfive  beyond  what  yet  corruption  had  furnidied  the 
idea  of.     The  bleflings  of  peace,  ardent  as  was  his  wi(h  for  them, 
was  not  the  only  motive  for  Iws  joining  in  the  Addrefs  ;  a  motive. 
even  ftrongcr  than  the  inducement  of  that  great  objecS  exiftcd  in  his 
mind  ;  the  hope  he  entertained  he  (hould  by  that  means  prevent,  or, 
at  Icaft,  fufpend  the  deftruAion  of  the  Conftitution.     I'he  caufe 
for  .the  neceflity  of  paflfmg  diofc  two  bills,  which  had  already  excited 
a  terror  beyond  example  in  the  feelings  of  the  country,  was  now  at 
an  end.  The  only  coniequencc  of  pu(hing  them  through  Parliament, 
in  the  prefent  circumftanccs,  would  be  throwing  the  country  into  a 
diflenfion  with  contending  parties,  and  diftrefs  of  the  majority  of  the 
nation  with  its  governors :  he  hoped,  that  impediment  and  every 
other  would  be  removed  to  die  accompli(hment  of  that  union  of  the 
national  (hength,  which  could  alone  enable  us  to  procure  terms  ad-, 
equate  to  the  dignity  and  welfare  of  this  country,  and  cftabli(h  the 
bleflings.  of  peace  on  a  fecure  and  lafting  foundation. 

Mr.  GREY.— In  rifing  to  fpeak  on  this  quclUon,  I  cannot  but 
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premife,  that  on  the  latter  part  of  the  obfervatiofis  whid)  have  falkn 
from  the  honourable  gisntlcman  who  has  fat  down»  there  can  be  hat 
one  opinion.  No  man  on  this  fide  of  the  Houfe  can  be  foppoTed  to 
viih,  that  peace,  however  d^firable,  ought  to  be  procured,  ctenat 
Che  rifk  of  inglorious  fubmifliony  or  diat  fuch  a  relaxation  ought  to 
take  place  in  die  vigorous  profecution  of  die  war,  as  to  prevent  u» 
from  demanding  thpfe  terms,  which  the  King  of  England  may  joffij 
be  entitled  to  aik.  If  the  amendment  of  my  honourable  friend  rc- 
eommended  any  thing  unbecoming  the  dignity  and  honour  of  tMs 
country,  or  tended  to  difable  us  from  ^  a£ling  vigoroufly,  I  fixmki 
have  delivered  the  fame  opinion  tve  have  heard  dated  by  diat  honour- 
able gentleman  (Mr.  Wilberferce).-  Perhaps,  indeed,  I  nug^t  hare 
been  inclined,  upon  the  whole,  to  havcpafled  over  the  conduftof 
Minifters  on  this  occafion,  with  complete  filence,  and  thus  placed 
the  whole  r^fponfibility,  where  it  ought  to  be  placed,  upon  rhem 
only ;  but  as  the  amendment  is,  in  faA,  a  complete  iteoord  of  die 
fentimenta  of  thofe,  who,  as  well  as  myfelf,  have  uniformly  Rood 
up  the  determined  oppofers  of  the  principles  on  which  this  war  was 
commenced,  and  the  manner  in  which  it  has  been  condufledi  I 
cannot  but  agree  to  give  it  my  fupport.  My  honourable  friend  is 
blamed  for  his  mode  of  argument ;  but  is  it  indeed  true,  that  opinions 
are  fo  mi^ch  changed,  that  we  are  become  the  accufers,  and  Adou- 
niihation  the  pan^rifts  of  the  French  government  ?  What  is  tbc 
wonderful  difference  in  the  order  of  diings,  which  has  given  life  to 
fuch  a  change  ?  I  will  not  canvafs  the  principles  of  the  French  go- 
vernment. It  is  enough  to  fiate  that  the  government  which  the 
French  have  chofen,  is  the  fame  in  principle  with  that  with  which 
we  went  to  war,  and  which  Minifters  formerly  declared  to  be  lb 
odious  and  dangerous,  that  its  total  deftruflion  only  could  be  kx)kcd 
upon  as  the  attainment  of  the  objei^  in  view.  It  was  in  fa&  Mum 
intcrnecinum.  But,  indeed,  recurring  to  what  I  *havc  fiMincriy 
ftated  on  this  fubjccV,  the  prefent  government  is  worfe  than  that 
with  which  we  went  to  war.  We  firft  engaged  in  war  widi  the 
BriiTotines  ;  but  they  are  the  fucceffors  of  that  party  who  arc  now 
in  power,  more  moderate,  but  ading  upon  the  fame  princi{des ;  the 
wonderful  difference  is,  that  the  form  is  varied ;  they  have  gpt  a 
council  of  ancients.  The  argument  with  many  might  be,  '*  I  vi^ 
not  for  the  old  monarchy  ;  I  want  not  the  ancient  government ;  but 
here  is  a  notable  goveron^ent,  one  fomething  like  America."  This, 
Sir,  is  but  a  paltry  excufe  tor  doing  now  v.  hat  ought  to  have  been  dow 
long  licfore.  France  is  Oill  declared  to  be  a  Republic,  one  and  in- 
diviiiblc  in  all  its  parts,  founded  on  the  fame  principles  with  whidi 
dicy  fif^c  out.     \yp  haye^  indeed,  atcliicyed  a  mighty  cflfefl  I  Is  i^ 
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Sor  tiufi  trifling  diffisrence  Aat  we  engaged  in  war,  have  incuned 
an  unparallelled  expence,  Aicd  oceans  of  blood,  and  in  order  to  lave 
our  own  Conftttution,  have  every  year  been  obliged  to  fiicrifice  a 
part  of  it  ?  Minifters*  at  the  commencement  of  this  war,  were  ac- 
cuftomed  tofiate,  that  all  fuccefs  depended  on  being  able  to  re-e({ab- 
lifli  the  old  hereditary  defpotic  government  of  France^  and  that  in 
any  manner  to  countenance  the  proceedings  of  the  murderers  of  Louis 
the  Sixteenth,  was  virtually  to  dcpofe  the  King  of  Erigland.    This 
waft  attempted;-  but  all  their  fchemes  have  jfailed  ;  the  confederacy 
is  dlflblvedy  we  have  every  where  been1)afl9edy  except  at  fea ;  wt 
have  fpent  5 1  millions  flerling,  and  added  8  o  millions  to  the  cajntal 
of  the  national  debt.     There  is  little  difierence  in  the  iituation  of 
af&irs,  and  nO  addition  of  fecurity.     I  put  it  to  thofe  gentlemen, 
then,  hour  they  can  pretend  to  reconcile  their  fentiment^  and  con- 
duA ;  when  at  one  time  they  declare  that  nothing, but  the  total  de- 
firuSion  and  eradication  of  certain  principles^  will  be  fufficient  to 
pave  the  way  ii>r  peace,  and  afterwards,  taking  advantage  of  a  (lighc 
diffidence  in  circumftances,  follow  that  line  of  condudt  which  has 
hitherto  been  recommended  to  them  in  vain  ?  I  am  aware  of  die 
objeAion  that  may  be  (Hited  to  what  I  advance,  and  that  I  may  ap- 
pear to  argue  againft  myfelf ;  but  while  I  iincerely  fay,  that  let  peace 
be  made  by  whom  it  will,  I  (hall  rejoice,  and  now  declare  it  to  be 
the  wiih  neareft  my  heart,  yet  it  is  proper  that  the  matter  be  fairly 
ftated  to  the  country,  and  that  Minifters  bp  not  allowed  furreptitioufly 
to  arrogate  to  themfelves  that  nierit  and  honour  in  thetran&Sion  to 
Which  they  are  by  no  means  entitled.    It  may  be  faid  that  the  pre* 
fent  meflage  even  goes  farther  than  my  motion,  in  which  I  wifhed 
to  oonfine  myfelf  to  a  point  of  time  ^  but  the  rbal  difference  between 
the  fentiments  of  this  fide  of  the  Houfe  and  thofe  of  the  other 
conlifts  in  this-— we  at  all  times  aflferted  the  propriety. of  nc^oci* 
ation ;  and  although  wc  may  have  ufed  the  expreflion,  that  die 
exifting  government  of  France  at  the  time  fuch  motion  was  made, 
ihould  be  no  bar  to  entering  into  any  treaty  or  negociadon,  we 
meant  not  to  deny  that  any  other  exifting  form  of  government 
would  have  been  equally  competent  to  maintain  the  accuftomed  re- 
lations of  peace  and  amity.     They,  on  the  contrary,  have,  up  to 
the  prcfcnt  moment,  objcftcd  to  every  idea  of  negociadon.     To 
fet  this  matter  in  its  true  light  is,  I  conceive,  the  objed  of  the  pre- 
lent  amendment.     I  Certainly,  above  all  things,  wiih  the  honour 
'  of  .the  country  to  be  laved  ;  but  by  whatever  circumftances  thefe 
gentlemen  may  be  influenced,  I  wifh  Minifters  to  acknowlcdgp 
the  French  Republic,  and  (hall  rejoice  to  think  that  they  arc  de- 
termined to  negpciate.    I  wi(h  to  confider  this  mcflagc  as  an  aifur- 
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aiioe  to.that  purpofe,  and  that  Hta  Maje%'$  Minifler  is  finoeiciy 
refblved  to  take  the  earlieft  opfxirtunity  of  conduding  a  peace.  Is 
tbiareallyfe?— He  appears  to  give  hlsdiflent  to  this,  then  let  him 
openly  fay  fo !  I  indeed  diftruft  eveiy  thing  which  comes  from  him 
in  the  (hape  of  words.  Laft  year,  in  the  amendment  to  my  mo- 
tion for  entering  into  negbciation,  he  Aated,  that  he  would  be 
ready  to  negociate  whenever  fuch  a  government  (hould  be  eftablifhed 
in  France  as  was  likely  to  maintain  the  accuilomed  relations  of 
peace  and  amity,  leaving  it  entirely  to  conjedure  what  ibxt  of  Go- 
yemment  that  might  be,  and  n»t  even  fj^ing  whether  the  exifting 
Government  at  that  time  was  fuch  a  Government  or  not.  At  that 
lime,  we  found  that  other  Governments,  fuch  as  Denmark, 
Sfveden,  and  America,  thought  they  coqld  ;  but  thefe  honounMe 
gcndemen,  I  fuppofe,  thought  they  could  not.  There  is  one 
pbrafe  in  die  meflage  and  addrefs,  extremely  equivocal.  We  art 
to  look  for  a  difpofition  on  die  part  of  the  French  to  negociatr ; 
thus,  though  the  Minifier  may  acknowledge  the  competency  of  the 
French  Government  for  ncgodadon,  it  may  be  any  dme  he  pleafes 
before  he  difoover  a  proper  difpofidon  manifefting  itfelf.  hi  fliort, 
looking  upon  it,  unjdl  contradi£ted,  as  a  fort  of  afluranoe  on  the 
part  of  Minifters,  I  may,  for  fome  dme,  fufpend  my  motion  on 
thb  fubjed ;  and  feeling  as  I  do,  and  wiihing  to  be  perfectly  pr- 
plicit  in  my  fendments,  I  ftiall  vote  for  the  amendment  of  nqr  ho- 
nour^le  fiiend. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT.— I  prefaced  the  Addrefs  which  I  had 
the  honour  of  propofing  with  very  few  words,  becaufe  I  certainly 
Conceived  there  could  be  no  difierence  of  opinion  upon  the  fubjcA. 
I  formed  this  opinion,  both  from  adverting  to  the  nature  of  His 
Majefty's  meflfage  itfelf,  from  the  (ituation  of  the  contending  par* 
tics,  and  from  the  exifting  circumftances  of  the  war.     But  what 
was  mod  calculated  to  confirm  this  opinion  was,  the  conduA  of  the 
honourable  gentleman  himfelf  who  has  now  fat  down,  and  who  yef- 
(eiday,  when  I  introduced  the  prefent  fubje£V,  after  mature  cenA- 
deration,  faid  he  would  not  prefs  the  motion  of  which  he  had  given 
notice.     I  am  really  at  a  lofs  to  underftand  what  is  now  his  objcd; 
it  would  feem,   that  had  he  follovs^cd  his  own  indinadon,    there 
would,  and  ought  to  have  been  no  amendment,  and  yet  he  votes 
for  that  propofed.     At  the  fame  time,  too,  he  feems  inclined  to  put 
the  fame  conftruflion  on  the  meaning  of  the  mefTagc  and  addrc& 
that  is  intended  to  be  conve}'ed  by  the  amendment.'     It  is  rcallv 
iingul.tr  to  obfcrve  the  m6de  in  which  this  queflton  has  been  taken 
^p ,  to  attend  to  t!)c  arguments  which  have  generally  been  ufed  by 
'  gentlemen  on  the  other  fide,  and  tlic  condudt  which  they  praflicJly 
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{lurfue.     They  hUve  propofed  an  ainoichnent  fo  diis  addrefs,  not 
recommending  us  to  meet  a  negociation  on  juft  and  honooiable  temid ; 
but  to  enter  into  treaty  inftantly,  whethor  a  difpofition  to  diis  por- 
pcfe  manifeds  itfelf  on  the  part  of  the  enemy  or  not.     One  would 
dSffcA  certainly,  that  thefe  gentlemen  would  exert  their  talents  in  a 
different  manner,  on  this  occafion.     They  have  always  expidfisd  an 
ardent  wi(h  for  peace  ;  but  now,  when  that  is  brou^t  fbrwaid  at 
an  objeA  more  likely  to  be  obtained  th^  at  any  other  former  pe- 
riod, they  wifh  to  perfuade  the  Houfe  not  to  adopt  any  rational  le- 
fcdution  on  the  (iibjed ;  and  that  the  prefent  addrefs  cannot  be  agreed 
to,  without  branding  our  former  declarations  on  the  fubjeA  with 
inconfiltency  and  folly.     If  gendemen  think  diey  have  any  caufeof 
triumph  in  this  buiinefs,  it  manifeds  itfelf  by  a  wiih  to  throw  evay 
obih-udion  in  the  way,  of  attaining  that  object,  which  they  ihea^ 
felves  pretend  ,fo  ardently  to  deiire.     They  aScSt  to  rcjoiee  in  the 
profpe£t  of  negociation,  and  yet  they  now  purfue  a  conduA  to  reti- 
dcr  it  impradticable.     Is  this  matter  of  triumph,  or  is  it  a  mode  of 
conduct  worthy  of  a  Icfs  dignified  appellation  ?     The  honourable 
g:ntkman  agrees  to  our  motion,  but  (ays,  that  it  does  not  go  far 
enough ;   and  that  the  amendment  fupplies  the  deficieiicy*     It  is 
very  remarkable  that  he  has  faid  nothing  in  favour  of  the  propofbd 
additions— -but  he  and  his  friends  kindly  wifh  to  fhew  diat  we  oug^ 
not,  nor  cannot,  confidently  agree  to  what  we  ourfelves  propofe. 
If  we  examine  by  what  means  they  propofe  to  produce  this  dEkStg 
we  fhall  find  that  their  .arguments  Entirely  proceed,  either  on  a 
totalforgetfulnefs,  or  a  complete  mifrcprefentation  of  the  motives 
and  principles  by  which  we  have  uniformly  been  aduated  during 
the  whole  of  this  moft  important  contcft.     They,  in  the  firft  place, 
bring  forward  jin  obfervation,  which  has  again  and  again  been  con- 
futed,   that  the  war  originated  in'  the  a^reflion  of  this  C9untiy« 
They,    in  the  fecond  place,    with  to  fix  us  nvith  having  afTerted, 
that  the  grand  dbjcSt  dF  the  war,  the  Sine  qua  n^  to  be  obtained, 
wa^  the  abfolute  re-cftablifhment  of  the  ancient  Government,  that 
everiafting  war&rc  was  declared  againft  every  other  fydem ;  that  in 
fa£t  it  was  helium  iniertminunu     In  the  third  place  they  aflirnir 
that  between  former  periods  of  the  French  revoludon  and  the  pre- 
fent,  there  is  no  pra Aical  difference :  and  laftly,  that  the  eibibli(h<^ 
ment  of  a  council  of  ancients  is  a  trifling  formal  diftindion.     On 
each  of  thefe  heads,  it  will  be  neceifary,    before  \  fit  down,  to 
make  fome  remarks,  and  at  the  fame  time,   I  (hall  not  foigeC  ta 
allude  to  the  reQiarkable  aflcrtion,  that  the  war  has  been  a  conti- 
nued fcene  of  difafter ;  and  that,  except  at  fea,  it  is  in  vain  to  look 
with  fiitisfadion  to  our  exertions  in  any  quarter  of  the  gloSe.    'Upon 
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Ac  firft  pointy  /I  flilU  not  tread  ovet  the  ground  that  has  been  d- 
xeady  fo  fully  occupied,  nor  imaj^e  that  it  is  in  the  power  of  an^ 
honourable  gentleman  now  prefent,  to  reafon  the  majoritjr  of  thk 
Houfe  into  the  perfuafion,  that  this  war  was  not,  in  the  moft  cm- 
phadcal  fenfe  of  the  word,  defeniive  on  the  part  of  diis  oooatiy ; 
and,  at  the  fame  time,  the  moft  important  in  a  general  point  of 
view,  that  ever  was  undertaken,  involving  the  interefb  and  wdl- 
being  of  Europe,  nay,  of  all  mankind.     When  that  war  was  once 
commenced,  it  certainly  became  a  moft  material  queftion,  when 
ihall  we  again  look  for  peace  ?     The  anfwer  could  not  but  be,  nx 
until  we  have  repelled  unjuft  aggreffion,  and  procured  reaibnabk 
hopes  of  future  fecurity.     On  the  firft  day  of  the  feflxon,  I  flatted, 
that  tt  would  have  been  more  fatisfiaLdoty  to  roe,   had  the  pitfent 
oontcft  terminated  in  the  utter  difTolution  of  thofe  deteflaUe  prin- 
ciples in  which  it  originated ;  but  I  likewife  ftated,  that  it  wxU 
he  of  moft  important  confcquence, ,  wei^  it  to  terminate  only  in 
ficnuning  the  torrent,  and  turning  the  tide,  whidi  threatened  to 
overwhelm  in  ruin  every  thing  facred  and  valuable  in  foaof. 
If  in  fuch  a  defenfive  war,  it  be  afked,  for  what  we  havefaciificed 
our  blood  and  treafure,   I  unckiubtedly  anfwer,  that  all  we  ww 
have,  we  ahay  well  be  laid  to  have  gained,  for  we  ihould  odierwife 
have  been  deprived  of  it;  and  what  we  may  gain  more,  is  that  iii- 
demmty  which  we  find  oorfcives  entitled  to  demand.     I  canrwt 
omit  c^ferving  here,  that  thofe  who  call  out~*What  have  you 
gained  ?     What  are  you  to  gain  i    feem  to  wiih  to  prevent  anf 
Aing  from  being  gained,  hf  aSually  wiftiing  to  bind  the  hands  of 
the  Executive  Government,  by  taking  from  us  all  difcretion  in  Ac 
management  of  a  negociation.  and  depriving  us  of  die  power  of 
rendering  it  fuccefsful.     Let  it  be  recoUeded,   that  this  is  coljr 
fimilar  to  what  was  attempted  at  the  beginning  of  the  feffion,  when 
didr  amendment,  now  on  record,,  in  fz6\  went  to  a  do^ration  of 
the  war  being  unjuft  on  the  part  of  this  country,  and  a  negociatkn 
without  indemnity  wa»  propofed.     On  th6  fecond  point  retadve  to 
cheobjeA  of  the  war,  let  us  have  a  little  more  juftice  and  candour. 
I  certainly  faid  that  the  war  was-  not  like  others,  occaiicxied  by  par* 
ticular  infult,  or  the  unjuft  fcixure  of  territory,  tor  the  like,  but  un- 
dertaken to  repel  ufurpation,  connected  with  princijdes  calcuiatoi 
to  fubvert  all  Government,  and  which,  while  they  flouriflied  in 
tfidr  original  force  and  malignity,  were  totally  incompatible  vilh 
any  fyftem  of  things  where  attcntbn  could  be  expc£led  to  die  ac« 
cuftomed  relations  of  peace  and  amity.     Wc  profcfted  alibi  tbit 
many  perfona  in  that  country  felt  the  prcfl'urc  of  tf^e  calamines  on- 
dec  which  it  laboured,  and  were  .ready  to>  co-operatic  in  the  definX' 
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tion  of  the  caufes  which  produced  them.     The  right  of  war,  a  right 
never  'Vcry  ferioufly  denied,  entitled  us  to  take  every  advantage  of 
this  circumftance  ;  and  wc  undoubtedly  faid,  that  this  might  be  at- 
tended with  thcre-eftablifhmentofa  fyftem  of  Government  in  that 
country,  more  likely  to  be  beneficial  in  its  eflfcclSy  both  to  them  and 
to  us.     This  has  always  moil  unfairly  been  mifrcprefented,   and 
confounded  with  the  idea,  that  no  end  was  to  be  ^ut  ta  the  war 
"Without  adually  accompUfhing  the  re-eftabli(hmcnt  of  one  particular 
fyftem.     As  to  the  particular  expreflion  of  helium  infernuinum,  it 
never  was  mentioned  on  this  fide  of  the  Houfe,  but  for  the  purpofe 
of  repelling  it,  as  not  at  all  applicabJe  to  the  manner  in  which  we  were 
determined  to  conduft  the  prcfent  war.      I  have  even  faid,  when 
the  French  Government  was  moft  objedlionable,  that  fome  circum- 
fiances  of  necrility  nlight  compel  us  to  treat  widi  them^-and,  as 
to  the  idea  of  reftoring  the  monarchy,    I  fafcly  maintain,  that  I 
never  held  that  forth  as  the  Jt^te  quamn.     What  wc  looked  for  was 
a  reifonable  expectation  of  ftability  in  the  Government  with  which 
wc  (hould  treat.      The  next  qucftion  will  be  the* terms;    but  at 
prcfent  we  certainly  fay  all  thnt  cm  be  required  when  we  affirmi 
that  we  wait  only  for  a  favourable  difpofition  on  the  part  of  the 
enemy.     The  next  point  I  have  to  allude  to,  is  the  bold  denial  on 
the  part  of  ^pofition,   that  there  is  any  fubftantial  ditfcrence,   with 
rcfpeft  to  the  French  Government,  between  the  prefent  and  former 
periods.     This  they  argue  in  an  chborate  manner,   but,  like  all 
pradical  quedions,    it  muft  be  decided  by  general  experience.— 
They  have  i'ald,  that  all  times  were  proper  for  negociation,    and 
that  the  onlv  (jucOion  was  concerning  the  terms.      We  alTert,  that 
the  prefent  is  th*-;  linl  proj/cr  opp.)rtunity,   and  the  only  one  that 
has  occurred.      It  is  x.vAvx  rc/n?r '-cable,   they  (hould  now  for  the 
firft  time  turn'  round,  and  tliink  tliis  not  altogether  the  proper  time ; 
one  would  be  alm(»n  niciincd  to  believe  they  begin  to  lofe  fight  of 
the  intereft  of  their  country.      In  examining  this  queftion,    it  is 
unneceffary  to  go  to  any  length.      On  the  firft  day  of  the  feflion,  I 
faid,  that  the  circumftance  of  the  new  Conftitution,  the  exhaufted 
ftate  of  their  finances,  and  the  difference  which  had  evidently  taken 
place  in  the  general  temper  of  the  people,  were  ftrong  grounds  to 
entitle  me  to  fay,  that  the  profpe(5l  of  affairs  was  extremely  im- 
proved.    Some  of  thefc  ftatements  it  was  impofl'ible  to  deny. 

The  honourable  gentleman  who  fpoke  laft,  made  what  I  rather 
imagine  was  an  accidental  flip,  when  he  fpofce  of  change  of  con- 
du6t.  Does  he  mean  to  fay,  that  things  are  fo  reverfed,  that  they 
who  were  formerly  the  defenders  of  the  French  Government  and 
their  meafures  do  now  ferioufly  attack  them  ?  For  my  part  I  do  not 
Vol.  XLIII.  '  4  Q. 
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mean  to  defend  any  of  their  meafurcs,  hr  left  to  become  dieir  pa. 
negyrid.     I  wifli  only  to  coniider  their  condod  in  a  comparative 
view.    But  it  is  cert^rinly  of  the  utmoft  moment  that  this  Houfe,  and 
the  nation  at  large,  {hould  obferve  the  fentiments  of  a  certain  fet  of 
individuals  in  this  country  I  Yes !  Thofe  who  have  introduced  into 
this  iflandy  jacobin  ^principles,   jacobin   names,  and  jacobin  ads, 
were  the  def^ders  of  the  French  Government-.     But  they  now  it- 
tack  their  new  G>n(Utution  ;  why  ?  Bccaufe  it  approaches  too  near 
to  the  defpotifm  of  England.     This  of  itfelf  proves  to  me  the  ad* 
vantage  the  new  Conftitution  has  over  any  thing  which  preceded  it, 
becaufe  it  has  become  the  obje£t  of  cenfure  io  thefe  people,  inftead 
of  being  the  theme  of  praife.     But  does  any  man  mean  ferioofly 
to  aflfert,  that  no  difference  has  taken  place  i     When  the  rights  of 
man  were  fully  aded  upon,  there  was  but  one  only  reprcfemadve 
body,  containing  in  itfelf  all  powers  legiflative,'  executive,  and 
judicial,  th6  only  lawful  centre  from  which  every  thing  was  to  pro- 
ceed.  The  new  Conftitution  is  a  compleat  difclaimer  of  this  dieorr. 
Befides,  they  have  introduced  the  fyflem  of  artificial  diftindions  (i 
am  not  afraid  of  ufing  the  term)  and  are  thus  beginning  to  repair 
the  breaches  they  formerly  made.    They  are  now  far  removed  from 
a  (late  of  pure  democracy,  and  fo  far  the  lefs  liable  to  be  again  in* 
volved  in  the  horrors  of  anarchy  and  confufion.     Is  it  no  maietiai 
difference  of  fituation,  that  in  cohfequence  of  the  divifion  into  two 
Houfes,  the  reprefentative  body-can  no  longer,  under  the  influence 
of  violent  gulls  of.  paflTion,  rafhly  and  wildly  pafs  the  moft  perni- 
cious decrees,  and  are  not  likely  to  be  again  controlcd  by  a  fangui- 
naiy  mob,  a  lawlefs  rabble  ?   Is  it  ,no  material  difference  that  they 
Ihould  have  infufed  into  their  Conilitution  the  elements  of  a  mixed 
Government,  and  have  placed  in  feparate  hands  die  legiflative,  ju- 
dicial, and  executive  powers  r  Are  thefe  material  diftinclions  foun- 
ded in  the  nature  of  things,  to  be  laughed  out  of  our  notice  by  a 
few  taunting  expreflions  ?  As  to  the  quellion  of  whether  they  have 
done  well  ?    I,  who  in  matters  of  this  kind  always  wifh  to  icalbnf 
not  from  theory  but  experience,  am  of  opinion  that  they  do  well  in 
proportion  as  they   come   nearer  that  defcription  of  Govcmmentt 
which  experience  has  proved  to  be  beneficial  to  mankind.     But  I 
do  not  wifh  to  reft  folely  on  the  difference  in  the  form  of  Govern- 
ment ;  die  queftion  by  this  means  is  in  a  great  meafure  evaded* 
The  diiference  in  the  form  of  Government  is  to  be  taken  combined 
with  all  other  circumilances,  external  and  internal.     Nothing  is  to 
be  excltided  in  forming  an  eftimate  on  thisamportant  point;  we 
ought  to  weigh  the  difpofition  of  the  enemy,  the  means  by  whiA 
the  end  may  be  accomplilHcdy  and  the  difficulties  attendiif  it. 
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The  difpolkion  of  the  enemy  is  to  be  collected  £roin  their  prefent 
principles  and  conduA,  and  from  the  general  temper  of  mind  in 
the  country.  While  the  fyftem  of  terror  prevailed,  it  would  have 
been  iblly  to  have  formed  an  opinion  oh  the  fubjedt.  We  now 
liatre  fome  ground  on  which  to  found  our  reafoning.  I  am  aiked, 
are  you  furc  the  prefent  form  of  their  Government  is  ftable  ?  To 
this  I  cannot  help  anfwering,  that  they  have  no  better  means  of 
rendering  the  Government  ftable,  than  by  making  peace  on  fuch 
terms  as  Europe  has  a  right  to  expeft,  and  by  aboliihing  every  mea* 
fure  of  force  and  terror.  The  exhaufied  date  of  their  finances  is 
in  thif  point  of  view  of  confiderable  importance.  This  fubjedl  in- 
deed,  has  already  been  amply  difcufled.  As  an  additional  aigu*. 
menty  I  defire  only  to  call  your  attention  to  what  has  paflcd  within  ^ 
thefe  few  weeks,  I  appeal  to  the  dying  confeflfion  of  the  old  Go- 
vernment, and  CO  the  infant  a£ts  of  the  new.  If  fuch  be  their  ex- 
haufted  ftate,  it  can  hardly  be  fuppofcd  that  they,  from  their  own 
declarations,  will  be  long  difpofed  to  maintain  the  conteft.  Thefe 
circumftances  which  I  have  now  mentioned,  are  alnwft  all  new  ; 
andy  as  I  have  endeavoured  to  prove,  very  different  from  any  that 
have  hitherto  occurred.  Some  may  imagine  there  was  fuiHcient  fe« 
curity  before  this  period.  They  cannot  then  deny  that  there  is 
more  now.  There  is  another  point  I  muft  touch  upon,  nbt  im- 
mediately connected  with  the  prefent  fubjed,  but  important  to  the 
caufe  of  truth.  Is  it  true  that  difailers  have  every  where  attended 
us,  except  our  fucccfTcs  at  fea  ?  But  let  me  paufe  while  I  (late  that 
exception  ;  the  honourable  gentleman  feemed  to  mention  it  as  almoft 
unworthy  of  notice.  What !  can  an  Englifhman  fpeak  lightly  of 
our  fuperiority  on  an  element  peculiarly  the  objefi  of  our  attention  i 
Of  a  fuperiority  which  forms  the  darling  pride  and  honour  of  the 
countrv  I  and  in  what  war  have  we  on  that  element  to  boaft  of  more 
ijplendid  general  vidories,  or  more  numerous  partial  fuccefTes  gained 
Kf  fingle  (hrp9j  infomuch  that  there  is  hardly  a  fcaman,  from  the 
highefl  admiral  to  the  meaneft  failor,  that  has  not  had  a  claim  to 
die  thanks  of  this  Houfe,  and  of  their  country.  But  let  us  look 
tathe  operations  upon  land.  Has  no  honour  been  gained  to  the 
]Mti(h  name  ?  Has  there  been  no  enterprise,  by  which,  even  when 
ading  in  conjundlon  with  others,  the  militar)'  charafler  of  this 
country  has  been  eminently  confpicuous  ?  The  conduct  of  our  troops 
in  Holland  and  in  Germany  demand  our  admiration,  and  our  gra- 
titude ;  and  even  in  thofe  inflances  where  they  have  failed,  ftill  furely 
we  will  not  refufe  the  tribute  of  praife  due  to  unfortunate  valour  and 
defeated  her^fin !  May  we  not  likewife  look  to- the  father  of  the 
honourable  gentleman ,  we  certainly  cannot  forget  Sir   Charles 
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Grcjr,  and  the  other  officers  who  in  the  Weft-Indta  expedition  ad- 
ded luftre  to  the  Britilh  arms.     I  do  not  heficate,  when  taking  into 

,  confidcration  tlie  fruits  of  conquefty  to  make  this  bold  appeal.  Sup- 
yok  at  the  beginning  of  a  war  a  (htefman  was  to  look  from  Elaft  to 
Weft,  and  confider  the  three  moft  important  points  that  demanded 
attention.  Might  he  not  mention  Martinique,  Cape  Nicola  Mole, 
and  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  r  Are  they  not  indeed  moft  important, 
and  are  they  not  in  our  hands  ?  Confidering  all  circumftances,  and 
particularly  our  future  refourccs,  are  we  not  in  poffeflion  of  means 
which  may  entitle  us  to  enter  on  any  ncgociation  with  c(k&  ?  For 
this  purpofe  we  demand  only  thofc  difcretionary  powers  which  arc 
neceftary.  It  would  be  hard  indeed  to  take  from  us  the  ditcretion 
,  and  double  the  refponfibility.  There  is  but  one  obfervation  more 
to  make  :  It  is  faid  that  we  have  left  open  a  loop*hole  for  the  pur- 
pofe of  evaflon,  and  are  really  not  fmcere  in  what  we  profeCs  ;  but 
let  us  fee  what  is  adually  the  cafe.  The  meftage  undoubtedly  rc- 
ferves  a  difcretion  as  to  the  mode  of  idling,  but  expreffes  harlff 
that  if  a  proper  difpoHtion  to  ncgociation  manifeft  itfcif  on  the  part 
of  the  enemy,  His  Majcfty  will  be  fully  inclined  to  give  it  cf&d. 
It  leaves  it  entirely  open  for  His  Majefty  either  to  make  overtoiesy 
or  to  receive  them,  at  the  famq  time  that  he  is  to  be  guided  by  dot 
prudence  which  circumftanccs  may  require ;  it  in  faf^,  gives  thofe 
afturances  only  which  can  be  given,  and  leaves  what  ought  to  be  left 
in  the  h^nds  of  the  Executive  Government.  It  is  faid  that  we  allow 
only  the  prefent  order  of  things  to  be  fuch,  as  we  may  treat  witfa^ 
and  that  we  fuppofc  no  other  equally  competent,  confequcntly  if  ano^ 
dier  chaiige  were  to  take  place,  we  (hould  be  juft  where  we  were. 
This,  however,  is  not  altogether  the  cafe.  The  permanency  of 
the  prefent  Government  does  not  now,  as  formerly,  to  much  oon- 
neft  itfelf  with  a  permanency  of  a  treaty  of  peace.  Formerly  the 
fucceflion  of  parties  was  fo  rapid  and  fo  violent,  that  the  circumftance 
of  this  country  making  peace  with  one,  would  have  been  fuflBdcnt 
reafon  for  the  other  party  to  fet  it  afide ;  but  confidering  the  fitoation 
to  which  France  is  now  reduced,  no  man  can  pretendto  fay  it  would 
be  policy  in  any  other  fet  of  men  who  might  oome  into  power,  lo 
rejedt  a  treaty  of  peace  concluded  with  the  prefent  rulers.  If  it  be 
aflced,  what  I  would  do  were  the  fame  miferable  ftate  to  recur, 
which  gave  rife  to  the  prefent  conteft,  I  certainly,  were  T  in  pof- 
feftion  of  the   means,  would  again  repel  the  unjuft  attack,  as  we 

.  have  done  before.  Upon  the  whole,  I  can  fee  no  reafon  why  we 
fhould  not  now  enter  into  treaty,  if  circumftanccs  admit  of  it, 
without  any  regard  whatever  to  the  origin  of  the  War. 

Mr.  FOX  faid,  tliat,  however  he  might  differ  from  much  of 
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w<v'liat  fell  from  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  however  he  might 
ofcjcd  to  the  terms  of  the  addrefs  which  had  been  moved, '  there 
'Vfc'^as  one  thing  which  mud  give  him  picafure— he  mpft  congratulate 
Trie  Houfc  and  the  country  on  the  complete  change  which  had  hap- ' 
p>ily  taken  place  in  the  language  and  in  the  fyftem  of  Government. 
"I'hc  Houfe  would  believe  him  when  he  faid  that  he  rejoiced,  and 
xvhen  he  congratulated  them  upon  this  charge,  (ince  he   had  alfo  to 
congratulate  himfelf  upon  the  occafion,  as  this  change  of  language 
and  of  fyftem  pronounced  his  pardon,  and  was  a  complete  abfolution 
of  all  his  pad  (ins.      Miniftcrs  had  made  a  total  retra£tation  of  all 
the  charges  they  had  brought  againd  him  for  the  motions  he  had 
made,  and  for  the  doctrines  he  had  held  from  the  commencement 
of  the  war  to  the  prcfent  day  ;  they  had  fully  acquitted  hini,  and 
had  pofitivcly  declared  that,  in  every  fentiment  he  had  uttered,  he 
was  right,  and  that  the  Houfe  (hould  have  adted  upon  his  opinion  ; 
for  all  along  he  had  maintained  the  dodrine  now  delivered  by  His 
Majcfty 's  meffage.     Three  years  ago,  that  was  on  the  1 5th  of  De- 
cember 1792,  h^  had  made  a  motion  for  a  negociation  for  peace. 
In  June  1 793  he  had  done  the  fame  thing ;  he  had  made  an  amend- 
ment in  the  courfe  of  the  fame  feflion,  tending  to  the  fame  purpofe. 
In  January  1794  he  had  fupported  the  motion  of  an  honourable 
friend  ;  and  in  the  latter  end  of  the  fame  feflion  he  had  maintained 
and  fupported  in  argument  the  fame  fentiment  as  that  now  con\^eyed 
in  His  Majcfty's  meflfage,  namely,  that  it  was  fit  and  proper  to  nc- 
gociate  with  the  exilHng  Government  of  France.      It  had  been  his 
uniform  argument,  that,  at  every  moment  from  the  firft  commence- 
ment of  hoftilities  to  the  prefent,  it  was  wife  and  political  to  make 
the  declaration  which  was  now  fubmitted  to  the  Houfe,  that  France 
was  in  a  ftate  to  negociate  with  this  country.     He  had  therefore, 
now  this  triumph,  that  Mi nlftera  retraced  by  this  meflage  all  the 
language  they  had  held  in  anfwer  to  his  motions,  and  all  the  impu- 
tations which  they  had  thrown  upon  him.     "  What !"  they  faid, 
"  treat  with  men  whofe  hands  are  yet  reeking  with  the  blood  of 
their  fovereign  ?  What !  treat  with  men  who  would  come  here 
with  principles  that  are  de(lru£tive  of  all  Government  ?"  Such  were 
their  arguments,  and  yet  now  mark  their  condu£^ :  they  now  de« 
clared  themfclves  ready  to  treat  with  the  new  diredlory  of  France, 
four  members  of  which  had  actually  participated  in  tlie  judgment 
and  death  of  their  fovereign,  and  were  diredlly  implicated  in  that 
acl.     He  regretted  exceedingly  the  ^bfence  of  fome  gentlemen  from 
the  Houfe,  this  evening,  who  had  fignalixed  themfelves  by  reproba- 
ting his  fentiments  and  condu6l  in  the  fcvereft  terms,  becaufe  from 
them  alfo  he  might  have  received  the  fame  fentcnce  of  pardon  and 
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•blblutkin,  and  becaufc  they  mig^t  now  have  bocn  ready  to  coofirfs 
that  the  cenfures  in  which  they  bad  (b  liberally  ^ealt,  were  the  cf- 
fe£t  of  fudden  irritation,  or  grofs  mifapprehennon.  Other  moda 
of  attack  had  been  pradifed  ;  not  the  leaft  remarkable  of  which  w2s» 
that  he  and  his  friends  left  nothing  to  the  difcretion  of  Miniflers. 
When  by  their  motions  they  had  nierely  called  upon  the  Houfe  to 
confider  the  exiting  Government  of  France  as  capable  of  imintaiiw 
ing  the  relations  of  peace  and  amity  with  their  allies  ;  a  oompbint 
was  made  on  behalf  of  Minifterial  difcretion,  and  the  fupporters  cf 
the  motions  were  accufed  of  a  wi(h  to  deliver  over  His  MajcOy's 
advifers  bound  hand  and  foot,  to  the  Governors  of  France.  Tbcy 
did  no  fuch  thing ;  neither  his  two  amendments,  nor  the  motions 
of  his  honourable  friend  (Mr.  Grey),  went  fo  far  as  the  picfent 
meflage  from  the  Crown.  His  amendments  did  no  more  tlun  de- 
clare that  there  were  no  embarrafTments  to  treating  in  the  ferm  of 
the  Government  of  France ;  nothing  that  made  it  impe^ble  or 
improper  for  this  country  to  treat.  The  motion  of  his  hoiXMrable 
friend  was  flill  more  gentle.  It  was,  that  there  wa^  nothing  in 
the  Government  of  France  that  tended  to  retard  a  negodadon. 
But  the  prefent  mcflage  declared  at  once  their  readine&  to  treat 
under  certain  circumftances,  and  the  Houfe  Were  now  called  upon 
to  do  what  had  then  been  declared  to  be  fo  improper,  fo  dcgradii^ 
and  fo  ignominious.  All  thefe  foul  epithets,  however,  were  now 
completely  retraSedi  and  juflice  was  done  to  the  good  intentions, 
and  to  the  found  policy  of  the  gentlemen  on  that  fide  of  the  Houfe. 
The  right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Pitt)  tbou^t  to  involve 
them  in  a  difficulty,  by  infinuating  that  his  hor»urable  friend  bad 
vguedagainft  the  addrefs.  But  this  Mr.  Fox  pofitively  denied,  fcr 
be  had  not  oppofed  the  addrefs,  but  thinking  it  inadequate  fully  to 
ezprefs  the  fentiments  which  the  Houfe  ought  to  feel  on  the  ooca- 
fion,  he  had  propofed  an  amendment  more  defkiile  in  its  obgeA, 
9nd  more  comprehenfive  in  its  provifions.  He  could  not  however 
but  proteft  againft  a  mode  of  arguing,  by  which  a  perfon  was  not 
allowed  to  approve  of  an  addrefs  if  he  ventured  to  exprefs  his  di&p- 
probation  of  the  meafures  by  which  the  fituation  was  produced  in 
which  the  addrefs  was  moved.  If  it  (hould  be  (aid  that  it  vrasan 
oppoiition  to  the  addrefs,  becaufe  they  propofed  an  amendment,  he 
muft  proteft  againft  fuch  reafoning,  which  tended  to  deprive  him  of 
the  freedom  of  fpeech.  If  he  muft  agree  to  a  propofition  only  in  the 
terms  in  which  it  was  put,  he  was  deprived  of  deliberation,  and 
was  no  longer  permitted  to  be  a  free  reafoner.  But  this  would  not, 
he  fuppofcd,  be  ferioufly  difputed ;  and  it  would  not  be  aicribedto 
him  that  he  was  an  efhsmy  to  peace  becaufe  he  agreed  to  an  amend* 
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ment  to  a  mefTage  which  wad  extremely  equivocal.  An  enemy  to 
peace !  The  whole  tenor  of  his  reafoning  from  the  commencement 
of  the  war  was,  that  every  moment  was  favourable  to  a  negotiation 
for  peace.'  Had -he  any  objedions  to  that  peace  being  concluded  by 
the  honourable  gentleman  ?— None  ;  for  he  (hould  think  it  an  ad- 
dition 'to  the  bleflings  of  peace,  if  the  country  could  along  with  it 
procure  the  advantage  of  bringing  His  Maje(ly*s  Minifterd  into  dif- 
grace ;  and  he  (hould  conceive  that  they  were  completely  difgraced 
by  the  rctradion  of  every  aifi:rtion  they  had  made,  and  by  the  fur- 
render  of  every  objeft  which  they  had  held  out  as  the  pretext  of  war. 
If  this  (hould  be  faid  to  be  an  invidious  mode  of  fpeaking^  he  had 
no  objections  to  plead  guilty  to  die  charge,  for  he  mod  aflurediy 
did  think  that  next  to  the  bleffings  of  peace  would  be  the  difgrace  of 
Minifters,  who  had  entered  upon  the  war  without  reafon,  and  re- 
}c6\ed  every  opportunity  of  concluding  a  peace  upon  terms  infinite-^ 
ly  more  favourable  for  the  country  than  any  that  they  were  now 
likely  to  obtain.  It  might,  however,  be  their  confoling  idea,  that 
if  they  had  rejcSed  peace  upon  better  terms  than  they  were  now 
likely  to  obtain,  that  ftill  they  had  brought  the  countiy  to  fuch  a 
pitch  of  calamity,  and  fo  clamorous  were  the  people,  that  peace  up- 
on any  terms  would  be  received  from  them  as  a  boon  and  an  atone- 
ment for  all  their  tranfgrefnons.  Such  might  be  their  feeling.  But, 
if  it  were  poflible  to  believe  that  the  Members  of  that  Houfc  could 
fo  far  furrender  their  pride,  their  inckpcndcnce  and  their  fpirit,  as 
to  juftify  fuch  a  fentiment,  he  could  only  fay  that  they  furrcndercd 
their  public  principles  to  perfonal  motives,  but  that  fuch  condu<3 
was  inconfiftent  with  their  duty  as  reprefentativesof  the  people,  and 
inoompatibie  with  their  charadler  as  men  of  honour.  No:  thoug(h 
they  (hould  give  peace  to  the  country,  he  would  not  agree  to  for- 
get their  demerits.  He  would  (till  think  himfelf  bound  t3  accufe 
them  as  the  authors  of  all  the  calamities  that  we  had  fufFered,  and 
he  would  not  think  it  was  a  fufficient  atonement  for  their  conduA* 
that  they  had  prevailed  on  a  majority  of  that  Houfe  to  fupport  them 
in  the  fyflem.  He  came  now  to  con(ider  thq  qiiedion  of  the  amend- 
ment. And  (ird,  it  was  neceffary  to  inquire  whether  the  addre& 
wanted  explanation  ?  and  fecondly,  whether  it  was  not  necefTaiyyia 
addition  to  the  declaration  which  it  contained,  to  come  to  fome  pre- 
dfe  expteflion  of  the  fenfe  of  the  Houfe  as  to  the  necefllity  and  wtf- 
domof  ncgociation,  whatever  might  be  the  form  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  France  ?  The  right  honourable  gentleman  faid,  that  they 
(hould  be  left  open  to  negotiate,  but  not  be  obliged  to  it.  Upon 
this  he  would  inquire,  whether  there  did  exift  at  this  moment  a 
form  of  Government  in  France,  that  in  the  opinion  of  His  Majefly's 
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Minifters  tnadc  it  wife,  fit|  and  pradicable  for  them  to  treat  ?  Tius 
was  the  queftion.  Was  it  not  the  intention  of  gcntlemcDy  that 
with  fuch  a  Government  ihcy  (hould  treat  ?  Laft  year,  when  his 
honourable  friend  made  a  motion  for  pacification,  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  objedied  to  it  as  being  a  practical  declaration  for  treadng^ 
and  he  moved  an  amendment,  which  he  called  a  conditional  decla- 
ration, that  we  were  difpofcd  to  treat,  whenever  there  was  a  form 
of  Government  in  France  capable  of  maintaining  the  accuftoined 
relations  of  peace  and  amity  with  other  ^countries.  Thai  time  was 
come.  His  Majefty's  meffage  exprefsly  declared  that  dicy  were 
now  come  to  fuch  a  form  of  Government.  Nay,  a  more  prcdie 
term  was  ufed  than  in  the  amendment  of  laft  year,  for,  inftcad  of 
other  countries,  the  meflage  exprefsly  ftated  Great  Britain.  Then 
if  they  were  to  come  to  this  ftatc,  why  not  declare,  faid  Mr-  Fox, 
that  you  will  treat  with  them  ?  Why  not  aS  upon  your  own  decla- 
ration ?  Why  not  be  fteady  to  the  principle  which  you  have  pro- 
nounced, and  declare  that  you  will  treat  ?  Since  that  declaradon 
was  made  in  the  month  of  June  laft,  there  was  not  a  tlatefinan  in 
Europe,  except  His  Majcfty  s  Minifters,  who  did  not  believe  that 
France  was  in  a  ftate  capable  of  maintaining  the  relations  of  peace 
and  amity  with  other  countries.  Their  conduct  to  neutral  powers 
had  dcmonftratcd  theftidt.  Pruflia  ha^  afled  upon  the  dcmonftn- 
tion>  and  had  concluded  a  peace  accordingly.  It  was  evident  to  all 
the  world  then,  except  to  the  King's  Minifters  5  and  if  they  had 
beenfincere  in.thc  declaration  that  they  made  in  the  month  of  Junr 
laft.  It  would  have  been  manifeft  to  them  alfo,  and  they  would  birt 
a<fted  upon  it.  With  this  glaring  faft  before  their  eyes,  would  the 
Houfe  again  leave  it  in  their  power  to  juggle  with  words,  and  to 
evade  their  own  declarations  ?  Would  they  not  now  think  it  nccef- 
fary  in  prudence  to  bind  them  down  to  a  fpecific  aft  upon  their  own 
words  ?  If  they  did  not,  what  poflible  confidence  could  they  have 
in  the  prefent  declaration  more  than  in  the  paft  ?"  They  might  fay, 
it  was  true  that  at  the  timd  of  making  fuch  declaration  there  ap- 
peared to  be  a  difpofition  in  France  to  treat ;  but  now  circumftances 
had  changed,  and  there  is  not  the  fame  difpofition.  They  might 
affefl  to  fee  circumftances  unkno>\'n  or  totally  difrcgarded  by  the  reft 
of  Europe,  and  might  fay  that  tliey  were  not  bound  by  the  prefent 
declaration,  and  that  the  Houfe  had  conie  to  no  opinion  which  made 
it  neceffary  for  them  to  treat ;  fuch  had  been  the  relult  of  their  fbrmci 
conduft.  The  right  honourable  gentleman  had  perfuaded  the  Houfe 
to  leave  them  to  the  excrcifc  of  their  own  difcretion,  and  they  had 
neglefted  the  time  which  other  ftatefmen,  and  other  eabinets,  had 
wifely  feizcd  and  happily  improved.     If  the  Houfe  dcfircd,  there- 
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tbtCf  that  th«  blcffings  of  peace  (hould  be  reftored  to  the  ooimtty^ 
thej  muft  take  <*are  that  the  prefent  addrefs  (hould  be  precife  and  de- 
finitive. '   If  it  was  not  clear  and  intelligible,  it  was  fit  that  it  fhould 
be  amended,  and  the  experience  of  laft  year  ought  to  convince  them 
that  no  loop-hole  (hould  be  left,  no  latitude  given,  to  that  difpo» 
fition  10  equivocate  which  diey  had  fo  much  reafon  to  lament.  The 
right  honourable  gentleman  faid,  that  the  prefent  was  a  fit  govcm- 
jnem  with  which  to  treat ;  and  he  accufed  his  hcmourable  friend 
(Mr.  Grey)  of  having  made  a  flip  of  (he  tongue  when  he  faid,  that 
1^  a  (ingular  (late  of  thingdi  t{|^  might  be  faid  to  be  attacking  the 
French  Conftitution  which  Miniflers  were  defending.     It  was  no 
flip  of  the  tongue  ;  nor  was  there  any  thing  wrong  in  the  reafoning. 
His  honourable  friend  never  otherwajrs  had  defended  the  former  Con^ 
fiicutioils  of  France  as  being  good  Qovo'nments  ibr  the  people  of  that 
country,  but  good  iii  relation  to  otben.     He  and  every  gentleman 
around  htm  had  contended,  not  that  the  Conftitutions  of  Francq 
were  weU  framed  for  the  happinefs  of  the  people  of  that  country,. 
but  that  they  were  very  fuiSeient  for  all  the  purpofes  of  good  neighf 
bourhood,  and  of  preferving  peace  and  amity  with  others.     Iliqf 
fievtr  attempted  to  defend  the  Government  of  Robcrfpicrre.     Th^ 
right  honourable  gentleman  wduld  not  do  him  the  injuftlce  to  imputf 
to  him  an  approbation  of  that  deteftable  monder.     But  he  had  al* 
ways  faid  that  every  one  of  the  fuccefiive  Governments  of  France 
had  fbewn  a  dtfpofition  and  capacity  for  maintaining  tlieir  treaties 
widi  foreign  nations.     He  was  of  the  fame  opinipn  (lill ;  and  if  any 
one  omn  (houM  rife  in  his  place,  and  afiert  that  he  faw  good  rea* 
fon  to  believe  that  the  prefent  Government  of  France  was  more  ca- 
psd>le  than  any  of  its  predecetTors  to  maintain  thofe  relations,  hf 
muft  only  fay  that  he  (hould  very  much  doubt  of  his  fincerity  or  bis 
judgement.     It  had .  been  a  darling  cxprdTion  to  call  the  flate  oC 
France  for  three  years  paft  a  fiate  of  anarchy.     It  would  have  been 
a  more  corredt  defcription  to  call  it  a  ftate  of  tyranny,  intolerable 
beyond  that  of  any  perhaps  that  ever  was  experienced  in  the  hidorf 
of  man.     To  fay  that  he  rejoiced  in  the  probability  of  its  termina- 
tion was,  he  hoped,  unneccllaryk     He  certainly  rejoiced  in  it  a$ 
aiucb  as  he  did  in.  the  fall  of  the  tyranny  of  Bourbon.     But  was  this 
lynmny  capable  of  maintaining  terms  with  foreign  powers  1     Moft 
certainly  it  was.     And  if  this  aflfertion  (hould  be  denied,  he  calr^r. 
led  upon  gentlemen  to  produce  a  fingle  inftancc  in  which  they  had 
departed  from  the  flri£t  performance  of  their  engagem^ts  ;  a  fing|c 
inflance  in  which  any  one  of  the  ad verfe  parties  that  tore  one  another 
in  pieces,  and  in  their  defpicable  and  horrid  conflicts  tore  alfo  the 
bofom  df  thdr  country^  ever  violated  the  engagcmcatf  they  bad  made 
Yqi.  XUII.  4  R 
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out  of  France.  Did  not  the  Biiflbtine  party  maintadn  the  treadc& 
of  their  predeceiTors }  Did  not  the  execrable  tyrant  Robeifpicrrc 
himfelfy  obferve  with  equal  fidelity  the  treaties  made  by  Briflbt  I 
Were  not  his  fuccelTors  uniformly  fteady  in  their  adherence  to  dx 
external  fyftem  which  had  been  adopted  i  At  had  been  remarked 
with  truth,  that  no  one  period  in  the  French  Revolution  had  been 
marked  by  a  more  facred  regard  to  the  neutrality  of  foreign  powos, 
than  the  reign  of  that  execrable  tyrant  Roberfpierre ;  and  it  would 
not  be  denied,  but  that  treaties  had  been  made  with  tyrants  as  exe- 
crable ;  and  confide^ng  what  fort  of  treaties  Minifters  had  made, 
with  whom  they  had  made  them,  and  what  a£ls  of  bafe  and  aban* 
doned  tyranny  they  had  not  difcountenanced,  it  was  not  worthy  the 
manly  charader  of  the  Briti(h  nation  to  abet  them  in  their  itfiffande 
to  a  treaty  with  France.  Having  thus  (hewn  in  his  mind  the  futi- 
lity of  all  objedtion  to  treat  on  accoun^ofthein^ecurity  of  treaty,  h« 
came  to  their  next  ai^gument,  that  now  France  was  in  the  greateft 
poflible  deftrefs.  Granted.  Was  that  a  reafon  for  treating  now  i 
Was  it  becaufe  this  very  ftable  Government  was  on  tfie  point  of  an- 
hihilation,  that  it  was  capable  of  maintaining  the  relations  with 
Foreign  powers  ?  The  abfurdity  was  too  grofs  for  argument.  But, 
rf  their  ^iftrefs  was  a  reafon  for  treating  with  them,  had  they  not 
^perienced  tliis  diftrefs  a  twelvemonth  ago  ?  Let  them  remember 
the  fpeeches  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman  and  his  noUe  friend 
X)n  the  (hte  of  their  aflignatSf  when  they  faid  that  their  dfcpredatian 
Was  at  the  rate  of  80  per  cent.  Aye,  but  they  had  not  then  ocxne 
to  fufficicnt  diftrefs  to  be  folicitous  of  peace,  and  now  it  feems  they 
Were  come  to  this  difpolition.  And  what  was  of  more  confeqoence, 
it  fecmed  that  they  had  now  a  Conftitution  which  was  quite  fit  for 
)all  the  purpofes  of  negotiation. — If  Minifters  depended  tiponthis 
flender  thread,  our  fecurity  was  flight  indeed.  He  was  not  about 
to  praife  or  to  cenfure  their  new  Conftitution  ;  that  he  owned  coold 
be  properly  edignated  only  by  experience.  But  whether  it  was  good, 
l)ad,  or  indifferent,  did  not  iigniiy  a  farthing  to  the  prcient  aigo- 
ment.  Whether  it  was  calculated  to  give  happinefs  to  the  people 
of  France,  was  none  of  their  concern  ;  it  was  not  with  the  Conlti- 
tution  but  with  the  < government  of  France  tliat  they  had  to  dik 
That  Government  they  had  before,  and  had,  he  would  venture  to 
fay,  in  as  perfeS  a  ibapc  as  they  had  now.  Nay,  if -they  could 
'truft  to  an  a(&rtion  that  had  been  made  in  that  Houfe  but  vciy  late- 
ly, ha'd  more  pttfcQly^  (ince  it  was  faid,  thatfome  of  thdrGene- 
Tals  had  violated  the  treaty  that  had  been  made  with  PniflSa.  What 
was  the  conftrudlion  to  be  put  upon  this  condud  i  That  this 
'Government,  the  only  one  under  which  the  flighteft  viobtion  of 
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treaty  that  had>been  known  (ince  the  Revolution,  was  alfo  the  only 
one  with  which  it  was  proper  for  this  country  to  treat  [It  was  whif- 
pered  acrofs  the  Houfe  by  Minifters,  thait  this  violation  happened 
before  the  eftablifhment  of  the  prefent  Government].     Before !  faid 
Mr.  Fox : — the  faft  was  exprefsly  ftated  as  an  aigument  by  the 
other,  fide  of  the  Houfe,  th^t  day  fe'nnight ;  that  it  was  totally  with- 
out foundation  he  believed  ;  he  certainly  never  had  heard  it  except 
in  that  Houfe  upon  that  occadon.     But,  oh,  now  they  were  to  have 
perfect  confidence  in  thefe  identical  men,  bediufe  France  bad  now 
two  Houfes  of  Legiflature  infiead  of  one.     Their  nature  was  to  be 
changed,  their  infincerity  to  be  obviated,  and  every  obje(Sion  to  be 
at  an  end,  becaufe  France  hac^  now  two  Houfes  inftead  of  one  ? 
There  waa  fomething  fo  extremely  whimfical,  and  fo  unworthy  of 
ftatefmen,  in  this  mode  of  reafoning,  that  he  would  not  fiop  to  re- 
ply to  it.     He  did  not  mean  to  criticife  the  prefent  Frendi  Confti* 
tution :  he  certainly  thought  it  better  planned  than  any  of  the  pre* 
ceding  ^  but  he  could  not  look  to  it  with  greater  confidence  than  to 
any  of  its  forerunners. 

He  came  now  to  fpeak  of  the  origin  of  the  war,  in  which  he 
would  notleafe  to  fay,  that  Miniders  were  the  ag^reflbrs.     It  was 
their  eternal  anfwer  to  this  dhaj^ge,  that  France  had  declared  the 
war.     Their  inceflfant  recurrence  to  this  feeble  fubterfuge  proceeded 
from  a  confcious  qualm  that  the  accpfation  was  well  founded..     In 
his  opinion,,  even  in  a  cafe  of  acftual  infult,   it  was  the  duty  of 
Statefmen  to  attempt  to  procure  redrefs  by  negociation  before  they 
i^urred  to  the  argument  of  war.    Had  Minifters  taken  this  courfe  ? 
The  pretexts  were,  that  the  French  had  threatened  to  deprive  our 
allies,  the  Dutch,  of  the  free  navigation  of  the  Scheldt,  and  that 
they  had  made  a  declaration,  threatening  all  the  world  with  the 
dangers  of  fraternity.     Grant  that  thefe  werQ  legitimate  grounds 
upon  which  it  was  the  duty  of  this  country  to  demand  fatisfa£iion, 
was  it  not  the  duty  of  Miniders  to  negociate  for  that  fatisfadlion  ? 
The  French  had  a  Minifter  at  this  Court.     Why  did  they  not  ex- 
prefs  to  that  Minifter  the  terms  upon  which  they  would  continue 
their  amity  r     In  every  correfpondence  of  the  fort,  it  was  incum- 
bent on  both  parties  to  ftate  explicitly  what  they  defired  tp  be  done, 
and  what  they  would  do  in  return.     Let  gentlemen  look  at  die 
correfpondence  which  had  been  publiflied,  and  they  would  fee  that 
there  was  no  declaration  on  the  part  of  Minifters  upon  what  terms 
they  were  difpofed  to  continue  their  amity. '    But  grant  even  to  Go- 
vernment their  demand,  that  the  French  were  the  aggreflTors,  and 
that  this  was  merely  a  defcnfive  war ;  then  it  was  the  nature  of  a 
defcnfive  war  tliat  it  fhould  be  purfued  on  the  motives  of  defence, 
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mnd  that  every  robment  (hould  be  fcized  upon  when  it  irig^  be 

paffible  to  obtain  the  fecurity  for  which  it  was  undertaken.     He 

appealed  to  the  Houfe  and  to  the  country  if  this  had  been  their  ccm- 

du£t.     He  dennanded,   whether,  after  the  defeat  of  Dumcuricr, 

when  Belgium  was  recovered,  and  when  French  Flanders  was  ovcf- 

run>  a  peace  upon  the  terms  of  fecurity,  .^and  upon  fuch  terms  as 

we  had  not  now  either  reafon  or  right  to  exped,  mig^t  not  have 

been  obtained  ?     If  the  w'ar  had  been  really  defenfive,  if  it  had  been 

undertaken  only  to  relift  encroachments,  terms  ought  then  to  have 

been  offered  upon  which  we  might  have  procured  reparation,  ieco* 

rity  and  indemnity.     Terms  were  offered  by  the  French :    Marct 

^was  fent  here  commiflioned  to  ofki  terms.     But  they  were  lejrfbA. 

Upon  what  principle  i    Not  becaufe  we  were  fighting  about  a  Umit, 

about  a  boundary  ;  but  for  that  fecurity  which  could  oidy  be  €b> 

iained  by  the  deftrudion  of  their  Government.     He  would  noliaj 

that  it  was  exprefsly  (hited  chat  the  iancient  monarchy  ihoidd  bt 

reinftatedi  though  by  the  by,  Lord  Hood,  in  his  declaration  at 

Toulon,    had  imprefled  that  opinion  upon  evesy  part  of  Frame ; 

but  both  then,   and  at  every  time  iince,   it  had  been  the  avowed 

.  dbje£i:  of  Minifters  in  the  war,  to  defh-oy  the  Jacotun  govenuneoL 

Was  the  Jacobin  government  deftroyed?     Was  the  govenunent 

founded  on  the  Rights  of  Man  at  ap  end  i    Had  the  declaration  of 

the  19th  November  1792,  been  apy  otherways  abandoned  than  it 

had  been  two  years  ago?     Why  had  they  not  then  treated  before ) 

Becaufe  they  had  objeded  to  treat  exprd[sly  with  any  govcrmnent 

founded  on  the  Rights  of  Man.     He  would  not  fay  that  die  ririit 

honourable  gentleman  had  gone  the  length  of  averting  that  it  iKNiId 

be  a  iellum  ad  mttmeci^tm  :  he  had  faid  there  mi^  be  a  cafe  of 

extremity,  but  he  made  ufe  of  a  quotatiori  which  had  this  cfibfi, 

that  it  left  an  impreflton  of  his  meaning  on  the  ineinory,  and  die 

ipvord^  were  not  liable  to  milconftrudion.     His  quotatiofi  was— 

: — — r—  "   PoFuit  qua  plurima  virtus 

**  Effii  fuit,     Toh  certatum  eft  corpore  regni/* 

Such  was  the  right  honourable  gentleman's  declaradon*  But 
pow  we  were  come  to  a  Government  when  w^  might  furrender  all 
our  former  aiTertions,  and  fafely  treat  for  peace.  Had  we  dien  ob- 
tained the  objcfls  of  the  war?  The  firft  was  our  oblipdon  to  de- 
fend our  ally,  the  States-Geqeral.  He  had  always  lamented  the 
fote  of  that  unhapi^  people.  They  were  entangled  in  a  fituation, 
from  which,  whoever  wxre  conquerors,  they  could  not  efcape; 
whoever  gained,  their  ruin  was  inevitable.  Had  we  faved  our 
ally  ?  It  was  the  boaft  that  we  had  taken  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope. 
pQod  God,   was  this  fafc^y  for  Holland !     Wc  had  abandoned 
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'Tfceir  pbflfefltdhs  in  Europe  to  Fiance,  while  me  had  marked  out 
dicir  dependencies  in  the  Eaft  for  our  (bare  of  the  plunder.     Our 
protedion  was  like  that  of  our  allies  toward  Poland ;  we  divided  it 
£br  its  fafety  ;   and  it  was  an  argument  for  having  abandoned  all 
its   European  poiTeflions  to  France  that  we  had  feized,  or  were 
about  to  fcize,  on  all  its  Afiatic  territories  for  ourfelvcs.   He  could 
not  help  again  digrefling  to  one  of  the  attacks  which  had  been  made 
upon  himfelf.     What,  it  had  been  faid,  would  you  be  fo  dafiard^y 
as  to  negociate  for  a  peace  ^ith  France,   and  leave  HoUand  in 
their  hands  ?     Now  even  ffOlD  this  attack  he  was  delivered.  Mi- 
nifters  had  agreed  to  become  the  daflards,  and  to  treat  with  France, 
pofleflcd  of  Holland.     This  they  mufl:  acknowledge,  or  agp'ee  with 
him  that  there  was  nothing  daftardly  in  the  propoiidon  laft  year. 
He  wi(hed  to  God  it  were  as  probsd>le  now  as  it  was  then,  that  it 
might  be  recovered  by  ncgociation.     He  ftill  trailed  it  would  be 
fo.     Bur  there  were  other  reafons  that  now  induced  them  to  nego- 
ciate for  peace.     The  domeftic  fhite  of  this  country  was  changed. 
He  could  not  avoid  remarking  how  the  arguments  varied.     If  they 
were  fpeaking  upon  the  ieditious  bills,   and  he  fliould  aflert  that 
there  wer^  no  exceflfes  in  this  country  that  called  for  fucb  unconfti* 
tudonal  restraints,  he  (hould  inftantly  hear  a  fct  of  pamphlets  aad 
hand-bills  read,  to  prove  that  Great  Britain  was  almoft  in  a  fiate 
of  rebellion ;  but  if  he  (hould  demand  why  the  prefent  was  a  more 
fit  fime  than  any  other  to  negociate  for  peace,  he  would  be  inftantljf 
anfwered,  becaufe  we  were  happily  fafe  at  home  againft  all  danger 
of  Jacobin  principles.     If  he  (hould  fay,  that  by  the  increafe  of  our 
debt,  by  the  daily  growing  load  of  national  burdens,  there  w^ 
much  diicontent  in  the  countr)s  it  would  be  anfwered,  no  fueh 
thing,  the  example  of  France  has  checked  every  fymptom  of  dif- 
content  Wfth  the  prefent  order  of  things.     Then  why  pafs  the  abo- 
minable bills  ?     Why  i    it  would  on  the  other  (ide  be  anfwerody 
becaufe  there  was  fomething  fo  perverfe  and  ob(tinate  in  the  fedidous 
multitude,  that  nothing  but  depriving  us  of  our  Conftitution  could 
toke  us  fafe.     In  this  way  did  they  reafon.     Each  meafure  bad 
its  own  ffile  of  argument,  and  it  was  thought  neceflary  to  infult 
the  underftanding,    as  well  as  to  impofe  chains  upon  the  perfon. 
We  had  failed  then  in  Holland ;    and  we  had  £uled  at  home. 
What  had  we  done  for  the  reft  of  Europe?  what ior  Pru0ia,  Spwi, 
and  Auftria  ?     What  had  been  the  fate  of  the  war  in  general  i 
His  honourable  friend  had  fpoken  generally  of  ogr  difafters^  with 
the  exception  of  our  naval  exploits.     The  right  honourable  gentle- 
man, with  that  peculiar  cad  of  candcoir  which  belonged  to  himfelf 
alone,  had  thrown  out  an  Infinuation  that  his  honourable  friend  had 
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forgot  the  achievements  of  his  illulbious  fadier.  WhacfertmuAe 
impreffion  bus  candid  fneer  had  made  upon  the  Houfe  he  would  not 
inquire.  His  honourable  friend  had  fpoken  generally  of  die  dif- 
alters  of  the  war,  without  thinking  it  ncceflfary  to  enumente  the 
particular  inftances  in  which,  under  the  jcondudl  of  great  and  gal* 
lant  officers,  even  the  incapacity  of  Minifters  had  not  deprived  ifar 
Britifh  arms  of  glory.  But  what  great  advantages  had  we  obtained 
in  the  Weft  Indies,  except  the  glory  of  Sir  Charles  Grey  s  achieve- 
fnents  ?  Would  any  man  fay  that  the  manner  of  >die  kils  of  Gta- 
daloupe  and  St.  Lucie,  did  not  make  us  lament  their  previous  con- 
queft  i  Again,  therefore,  he  aflferted,  that  the  war  had  been  dn- 
aftroiis,  inafipuch  as  we  had  failed  in  every  objeA.  We  had  lofl 
Holland,  which  was  one  objeA  of  the  war :  and  we  had  fettled  and 
riveted  difcontent  on  the  minds  of  the  people  of  England,  noc 
merely  by  the  calamities  arifing  from  the  war,  but  from  the  mca- 
fures  we  had  taken,  and  were  now  taking,  to  ftifle  that  difcontcm. 
Peace,  however,  was  now  faid  to  be  near,  perhaps  he  thou^t  it 
was  near,  but  he  did  not  think  fo  on  account  of  the  mefiage  fmm 
the  Throne.  He  thought  fo  becaufe  Minifters  felt  the  fenfe  of  the 
country  to  be  declared  againft  the  war;  bediaiufe,  howe^'cr  Axj 
might  affedl  to  mifreprefent  the  feeling  of  the  country  in  rheii 
fpeeches,  they  fdt  in  dieir  hearts,  that  there  was  riot  one  man  in 
the  kingdom,  the  race  of  trioney-jobbers,  contrad<^,  and  infee- 
tcftcd  perfons  only  excepted,  who  was  not  iick  of  the  war,  as  well 
as  of  the  miferable  pretexts  for  carrying  it  on.  He  diou^t,  there- 
fore, that  to  fix  Miniflers  to  the  point,  they^  ihould  adopt  the 
amendment  which  contained  a  much  more  clear  and  fpecific  deda- 
ration  than  that  contained  in  the  addrefs.  He  knew  that  it  was  a 
vulgar  opinion,  and  furely  it  w^s  the  moft  vulgar  of  all  vulj^r  opt- 
ttions,  that  the  propofers  of  a  negociation,  always  (land  the  worft 
chance  in  that  negociiition.  He  wifhed  to  know  one  infiancc  in 
which  this  had  ever  l>een  the  cafe.  In  the  prefent  circumffauiccs 
of  Great  Britain  and  France,  he  thought  the  advantage  was  evi- 
dently On  the  ftdc  of  the  propofers.  For  in  both  countries  there 
was  an  evident  defire  for  peace  in  the  great  body  of  the  people,  h 
that  it  would  be  impoflTible  for  the  Executive  Government  of  eitha 
country  to  reje£t  any,  propofals  which  mi^t  be  made,  if  they  were 
not  altogether  unreafonable.  If,  therefore,  at  this  moment,  we 
were  to  make  propofals  to  France,  if  they  were  not  grofsly  ditbo- 
nourable,  their  Committee  of  EKredory  and  Council  of  the  an- 
cients, would  not  dare  to  refufe  them,  becaufe  by  refuiing  them, 
^cy  know  that  they  would  lofe  the  confidence  and  refped  pf  tbc 
people. 
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The  right  honourable  gentleimn  had  not  drought  it  neceflary  t» 
open  his  motion  for  the  addreis^  vfiih.  any  expofition  of  the  rcafi^ns 
^vliy  the  meflage  had  been  brought  down  at  this  very  remarkable 
oonjundure.    The  fpeech  from  the  Throne  was  made  on  the  29th 
of  Odohcr,  and  then  no  fuch  intimation  was  given  ;  but  the  right 
Honourable  gentleman  had  faid  that  a  declaration  tantamount  to  the 
prefent  was  made  in  the  King's  fpeech,  and  that  the  people  from 
that  fpeech  would  have  been  juftified  in  expecting  the  prefent  mef-. 
r^ge.      They  mud  judge  of  the  impreflion  by  the  eflPefls.     The 
rpeech  from  the  Throne  had  produced  no  fenfation  on  the  funds« 
A^hat  had  the  meflfage  produced  ?    A  rife  in  the  funds  that  day  of 
5  or  6  per  cent«     He  eame  therefore  now  to  a  material  part  of  the 
prefent  inquiry.      Why  had  not  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
made  known  the  fubftance  of  this  meflage  before,  or  at  leaft  why 
not  fhite  his  reafons  in  juftificationof  doing  it  at  this  moft  fuffttdous 
moment  ?  It  had  been  the  good  pradice  till  his  time,  of  clofing  the 
loan  only  the  day  before  it  was  opened  to  Parliament.     If  he  had 
made  his  loan  in  that  way,  he  muft  acknowledge  that  with  the 
words  of  this  meflage  in  his  podcet,  he  ought  to  have  made  terms 
materially  diiFerent.^     If  he  had  this  meflfage  in  his  mind,  and  left 
himfelf  bound  not  to  make  an  open  loan,  in  what  predicament  did 
he  (land  ?  Meflrs.  Boyd  and  Co.  very  handfomcly  left  it  to  him 
to  pfopofe  the  terms ;  then,  widi  the  knowledge  of  this  intention, 
ought  he  not  to  have  made  a  bargain  upon  the  ground  of  the  im- 
prdflion  which  this  meflage  was  calculated  to  make  ?    Were  the 
circumflances  of  the  country  fuch  that  he  was  bound  to  mike  tho 
bargain  a  week  before  he  opened  it:  Perhaps  the  fufpicion  was  well 
founded  that  his  fecret  contract  with  the  gentlemen,  on  account  of 
bills  coming  due  on  the  i  oth  of  December,  ftipulated  that  the  faar* 
gain  ihould  be  made  before  that  day  ?  But  he  called  upon  every  .gen- 
tleman who  heard  him  to  fay,  if  he  could  believe  it  poflible,  that 
any  change  could  have  happened  fo  material  as  to  juflify  the  conceal- 
ment  of  this  intimation  until  after  be  had  made  his  bargain,  and 
then  to  bring  it  forth  to  fwell  the  bonus  to  fuch  a  height ;  or  that, 
if  any  circumflances  had  arifen  to  juftify  the  concealment  then,  and 
the  intimation  now,  to  fay  why  the  honourable  gentleman  (hould 
n«t  be  called  upon  to  ftate  them.    -A  lofs  had  been  fuflFered  by  the 
Public  of  not  lefs,  on  the  meaneft  computation,  than  fifteen  huQ« 
dred  thoufand  pounds.     This  had  been  put  into  the  pockets  of  per- 
fohs  who  talked  loudly  of  their  independence,  and  of  the  difinte^ 
rcfled  fupport  they  gave  to  Minifters.     It  was  not  his  pradice  to 
impute  any  thing  peHbnally  corrupt  to  the  right  honourable  ^tle- 
mao,  and  he  did  not  iirputc  to  him  any  thing  of  the  kind  nowj 
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tut  be  did  tliink  diat,  in  decene^f  and  in  dhiljr,  in  icj^rd  to  him- 
ftlf  ds  well  as  to  the  country,  he  was  called  opon  to  explain  dm  ex- 
traordinary tranfadion*  **  It  was  a  direA  robbery  upon  the  pub* 
lit  of  5  or  6  per  cent,  upon  the  whole  loan,  if  with  the  knowbdge 
of  his  intention  he  made  his  bargain  without  a  public  dedaxatkm 
of  the  change  that  had  taken  place :  and  he  nuft  prove  that  he  did 
not  kndw  of  this  change  but  a  week  before  he  declared  it.  The 
change  however  was  now  announced.  He  truAed  the  declacatioo 
would  not  have  the  fate,  of  Ibrmer  declarations.  He  fliould  le- 
JMCC  in  the  day  of  peace>  come  when  it  would.  When  it  (fid 
oome  he  (hould  certainly  be  thankful ;  but  he  (hould  by  do  means 
eonfider  the  reftoration  of  peace  as  fuperfeding  the  neceffity  of  an 
inquiry  into  the  origin^  principle,  and  oonduft  of  the  war.  For 
if  this  was  neglected,  it  might  cfiablilh  a  precedent  upon  which 
any  Minifter  might  undertake  a  war  without  principle,  and  oaaduA 
It  with  incapacity,  and  be  acquitted  of  all  his  mifdeeds  immediately 
upon  the  patching  up  a  peace.  He  trufted  that  with  the  return  of 
peace  we  fhould  alfo  have  a  return  of  the  Conditution.  He  Aould 
truly  rejoice  if  with  the  blcffings  of  peace  we  were  alfo  to  have  the 
next  deiirable  bleflling,  that  of  freedom,  of  which  we  were  about  to 
fee  deprived.  With  regard  to  fome  perfons  in  the  Cabinet,  widi 
irtiom  he  had  been  long  in  the  habits  of  agreement  and  friendlhip, 
be  knew  not  what  effed^s  peace  was  to  produce  upon  them.  They 
had  differed  upon  the  principles  of  the  prefent  war.  If  peace 
fliould  put  an  end  to  the  differences  between  them,  and  more  paiti- 
calarly  to  their  former  habits  of  thinking  and  ading,  he  (hould  no- 
doubtedly  fee  the  day  with  peculiar  fen&bility.  He  owned,  bow- 
ever,  that  he  had  very  little  expe6lation  of  fuch  an  event.  He  was 
not  fo  fanguine  as  to  look  for  fuch  a  return.  However  that  mi|^ 
be,  he  (hould  ill  difcharge  his  duty  to  his  country,  if  he  did  not 
fleadily  refolve  to  do  his  utmoft  to.  bring  Miniftcrs  to  a  (hid  account 
for  all  the  calamities  that  this  war  had  engendered.  He  fat  down, 
begging  not  to  be  underftood  as  oppofing  the  addrcfs,  or  difiipprov* 
ifg  of  the  fbntiments  it  contained.  He  only  wifbcd  diat  it  had 
gone  as  far  as  the  amendment  which  had  been  pit^fed  by  his  ho- 
nourable friend. 

Mr.  Secretary  DUNDAS  (aid,  the  right  houourable  gendciflM 
(Mr.  Fox)  had,  with  much  warmdi,  afferted  his  right  of  giving  his 
opinion  freely  upon  die  condu£t  of  Adminiftration  through  the 
whole  courfe  of  the  war ;  he  was  very  far  from  defiriiig  to  qaeflkn 
the  right  of  that  gendeman,  or  of  any  other  member  in  the  Hode, 
to  invcftigate  the  meafures  of  Minifters,  and  to  cenfaxe  them,  if 
they  appeared  deferving  of  blame  j  but^then^  on  ifae  odur  tmii 

2 


Dec.  90     ,  DEBATES:  68i 

Minifters  bad  ao  equal  righjt  to  re{4y  to  tbofe  attacks^  to  point  out 
any  midatement  of  Jads^  or  any  fallacy  of  reafoning  wliich  their 
opponents  might  adopt ;  it  was  with  that  view  thajt  he  rofe  to  make 
a  few  obfervations  upon  the  fpeech  of  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
man who  had  juft  fat  down — He  could  not  avoid  remarking,  that 
the  gentlemen  on  the  other  fide,  who  appeared  fuch  ftrenuous  advo- 
cates for  peace  at  every  part  of  the  war,  without  any  regard  to  the 
circumftanccs,  (hould   now,  when,  from  His  Majefly's  mefiage* 
there  appeared  ftrong  grounds  to  hope  for  the  attainment  of  that 
bjefling,  turn  (hortand  throw  every  obllacle  in  their  power  in  the 
way  of  it.     Did  gentlemen  fuppofe  that  any  human  being  could 
give  them  credit  for  their  profeflions  of  anxiety  for  a  peace,  when 
they  propofed  an  amendment  to  the  addrcfs,  which  they  know  mud 
be  againd  the  fenfe  of  the  majority  of  the  Houfe,  becaufe  they  con- 
trived to  introduce  into  their  amendment  principles  which  they  knew 
had  been  repcated]y  and  fdcmnly  difavowed  by  that  majority  ?  Was 
then  that  amendment  calculated  to  accelerate  the  bleiTmgs  of  peace, 
or  was  it  intended  to  ferve  the  purpofes  of  a  party,  in  the  point  of 
view  he,  and  he  believed  every  impartial  man  in  the  country,  mud 
confiderit?   It  was  very  fs^r  from  his  intention  to  go  over  the  fame 
line  of  arguments  which  had  been  fo  ably  enforced  by  his  right 
honourable- friend  (Mr.  Pitt)  becaufe,  in  fo  doing,  he  fhould  only 
difguft  the  Houfe,  and  injure  the  caufe  he  meant  to  fupport.     He. 
(hould  only  therefore  proceed  to  obferve  upon  fome  points  in  which 
he  conceived  his  right  honourable  fritnd  had  been  unf^airly  mifrc- 
prcfented.-— The   right  honourable   gentleman   who  fpoke    lad^ 
(Mr.  Fox)  had  entered  into  a  long  argument  to  prove  that  there 
was  no  difgrace  or  impropriety  in  behig  the  iird  to  piopofe  terms  of 
peace,  and  had  (haped  it  fo  as  to  make  it  appear  as  an  aiifwcr  to 
fomething  that  had  fallen  from  die  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.  <— 
He  appealed  to  the  recolleftion  of  the  Houfe,  whether  any  thing  had 
fallien  from  .his  rig^t  honourable  friend  at  all  tending  to  prove,  that 
it  was  contrary  to  the  intereft  or  the  honour  of  a  country,  to  make 
the  firft  advances  towards  a  peace.-*- Indeed,  there  were  fo  many 
indire£t  and  collateral  means  of  founding  each  other's  intention,  that 
it  was  frequently  very  difficult  to  afcertain  which  party  iird  madethC  ' 
offer  ;  but  that  was  not  the  objedt  of  his  right  honourable  friend's 
aigument  \  he  had  only  contended  againd  tl^e  injudice  of  putting 
the  executive  power  under  the  neceffity  of  concluding  a  peace, 
and  at  the  fame  time  making  Miniders  refpondble  for  the  terms. 
If  Miniders-^were  tied  down  by  the  authoritative  injun6Hon  of  Par- 
liament to  (nake  a  peace,  with  what  fuccefe  could  they  treat  ?  They 
mud  fav  to  the  enemy,  we  widi  to  negotiate,  and  we  hope  you  will 
VoL.XLIIL         '  4S 
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grant  us  favourable  tcnns  ;  but  whether  yoa  do  Mr  mt^  we  nMift 
make  fome  peace  or  other.  What  terms  the  enemy  would  ffam, 
in  a  treaty  commenced  under  fudi  trirctinnfiances,  he  woidd  leave 
to  the  Houfc  to  determine.  All  that  he  contended^  for,  tf)erefbiT, 
was,  that  as  Miniftcrs  were  re(]pon(ibie  to  Parliament,  and  to  their 
cduntry,  for  the  advice  they  ^avc  His  Majefty,  that  thefr  ju^;meM 
and  then:  afiions  fhould  be  left  unfettered.  If  thh  Hygument  wis 
jufty  and  he  thought  it  inrYpoflible  to  controvert  tt,  did  it  not  apply 
ftrongly  againft  the  prefcnt  amendment,  the  noceflfary  cf&A<tf' whidi 
would  be  to  bind  up  the  hands  of  the  executive  power,  and  to  ihrow 
the  ajuntry  at  the  mercy  of  France.  There  was  one  mode  rf  de- 
bating, which  the  gentleman  an  die  •ether  fide  ttmfbrmly  made  nfe 
of,  which  he  had  often  complained  of,  and  againft  whicfa  he  now 
dcHred  moft  ferioiifly  to  proteft ;  tt  was  this,  in  the  coorfe  of  a  ddste 
they  brought  forwards  fome  mifreprefentation,  eidier  of  ihe  liga- 
ments or  of  the  intentions  of  Adihiniftration,  and  haying  once  intm- 
duced  the  mifreprefentation,  they  never  gave  it  up— it  was  of  i»  ufe 
to  deny  their  aflfertions— it  was  no  ufe  to  refute  ^mSt  aigaiaeiits, 
for  in  every  fucceedrng  debate,  the  charge  was  teneived  wtdi  as 
much  boldnefs  as  if  it  had  never  been  contradtAed.  One  of  dide 
mifreprefcntations,  he  faid,  was  the  charge  which  had  been  fo  um- 
formly  advanced  againft  Minifters,  diat  they  commenced  the  war 
and  carried  on  the  war  for  the  purpofe  of  refiorir^die  antient  dcfpo- 
tifm  of  France.  In  vain  had  minifters  denied  the  charge,  it  was  fiifl 
preffed  upon  them,  and  even  now,  when  Minifters  thou^t  die  go- 
vernment of  France  were  in  a  iituation  fafdy  to  be  treated  with, 
they  were  accufed  of  having  given  up  the  grounds  upon  whidi  thcj 
commenced  the  war,  and  of  having  totally  changed  their  fyftcnu 
As  far  as  rehted  to  himfelf,  he  had  no  objeAidn  todedair  it  as  his 
opinion,  that  it  wbiild  be  happier  for  France  and  (cfc  Europe^  if  we 
had  now  to  treat  with  a  Monarchy  inftead  of  the  prcfent  form  fjfp- 
vernment ;  but  did  any  one  expreflion  ever  ftdl  from  Minifters 
which  conveyed  an  intention  of  continu'.ig  the  warimtil  the  Mo- 
narchy of  France  was  reftored  ?  Therefore,  there  was  no  change  of 
opinion*— no  derelidion  of  thehr  fyftcm  to  be  imputed  to  Govern- 
ment. 

Another  charge,  advanced  with  equal  truth,  and  maintained 
with  equal  pertinacity,  was;  that  Minifters,  in  objeding  tt>  treat 
with  France,  had  been  governed  in  that  determination  merely  by 
the  form  of  government  which,  at  the  time,  prevailed  in  France, 
wid^out  taking  into  confideration  the^endralpoftureof  aflairs. — 0/ 
the  injuftice  of  this  accufation  he  liopcd  to  be  able  to  eonvtnoe  the 
Houfe  ]  n  a  fow  words.  When  the  right  honourable  gentleman  mad^ 
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Jus^  motion  for  peace  bft  ycar>  weie  not  the  then  exlfllng  (tsfte  of 
<:ircumft»nces  a  ftronger  reafon  ^gainft  commencing  a  negociation 
than  the  form  of  gpvernment  which  then  exifkd  ^-^What  was  the 
Ibite  we  were  in  at  th^t  period  ?  The  French  Were  fuccefsful  on  the 
Continent^  s^nd  th^y  became  immediately  poiTefled  o£  all  the  coaft. 
A^hether  that  unhappy  peq)le  might  have  done  more  in  defence  of 
tbeis  country,  it  was  not  then  his  intention  to  inquire ;  but,  at 
leaft,  we  had  the  fatisfadtipn  of  having  made  every  poilible  e?&ertion 
to  check  the  prog^el^  of  tlie  enemy,  and  tp  fave  our  allies.     He 
begged  to  obferve  here,  in  anfwer  to  a  part  of  the  honourable  gen- 
tleman's fpeech,  that  the  inftant  the  French  became  poiTefled  of 
Holland,  the  idea  occurred  tohimofgettingpoiTeflfionof  the  Cape 
of  Good  Hope.     Whether  Government  would,  under  any  circum- 
fianceg,  give  i^  that  valuable  acquiiition,  was  a  point  upon  wliich 
he  (bould  not  give  an  opinion,  except  merely  to  fay,  that  it  would 
Yu>t  be  given  up  without  an  ample  compenfation.     To  recur,  how- 
ever, to  his  aigument,  he  appealed  to  die  recolledion  of  every  gen- 
tleman, whether,  at  the  time  of  which  he  was  fpeaking,  the  whole 
country  was  not  in  a  ilafe  of  alarm,  becaufe  the  circumftances  which 
'were  e^^pe^^ed  to  refult  from  the  French  becoming  poflfeffed  of  the 
ivcalth,  the  refourcesf,  the  navy,  and  the  ports  of  Holland,  were 
(erious  indeed  ?  They  were  not  at  that  time  debating,  as  they  were 
nctWf  whether  it  would  not  be  expedient  to  decreafc  the  number  of 
our  forces  r  No,  all  wa^  apprehenfion  ;  the  whole  cadern  coaA  of 
the  kingdom  was  in  a  ftate  of  panic.     He  thanked  God  moft  fo* 
lemnly,  that  there  did  extft  fuch  a  panic,  becaufe  the  refult  df  it 
was,  that  increafe  of  our  navy,  which  had  placed  us  above  the  reach 
of  danger.     When  he  ufed  the.  word  panic,  he  did  not  mean  a 
cowardly  panic,  the  refult  of  which  was  defpair  and  abjcd  fubmif- 
fion,  but  tliat  alarm  wliich  a  great  nation  might  feel,  and  which  pro* 
duced  great  and  powerful  exertions,  and  totally  the  reverfe  of  that 
panic  which  unfortunately  prevailed  throughout  Holland. — But  was 
that  the  time— *were  thefc  the  circumflanccs  under  which  it  would 
have  been  prudent  or  politic  to  have  negotiated  for  peace  ?  Or  was 
there  any  kind  of  companion  between  our  Situation  then  and  now  f 
At  that  time,  from  the  great  fuccefs  of  the  French  arms,  their  re- 
public feemed  not  only  to  be  indivilible,  but  invincible. — Had  we 
made  peace  dien,  even  if  we  had  obtained  tolerable  terms,  at  all 
events  France  would  have  retained  her  power,  and,  what  was  per- 
haps Aill  worfe,  they  would  have  retained  the  pride  with  which  their 
fuccefTcs  infpircd  them.     Were  the  Au(b-ians  at  that  tjpe  as  fuc- 
cefsful as  they  have  (ince  been  in  repelling  the  enemy — had  Man- 
helm  furrendered,  with  a  giirrifon  of  nine  thoufand  men  ?  The  6t>^ 
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jc(5  of  Great  Britain  was  n6tcfitir^ly  to  cffoft  any  particular  fenn  of 
government  iri  France,  feat'fo  to  reduce  their  power,  as  to  giVc,  at 
leaft,  a  fair  probabiliry  that  any  peace  we  might  make  (hould  be 
permanent.     And  Iiad  they  not  fucceeded  in  their  attempt,  would 
it  be  contended  that  the  power  of  France  was,  in  any  degree,  in  the 
fame  ftatc  as  it  was  at  the  period  to  which  he  alluded  ?   But  the  word 
difgracc  had  been  applied  to  our  operations ;  that  wc  had  failed 
in  fomc  of  our  objefts,  we  had  been  unfortunate  in  (bme  few  in- 
fiances  ;  but  that  the  individuals  employed,  or  the  nation  had  fuf- 
fercd  any  thing  lik^  difgracc,  was  a  piopofition  he  utterly  denied. 
And  he  would  venture  to  affert,  without  the  hazard  of  contradidion, 
that  taking  into  confideration  the  objeds  for  which  we  had  contended, 
and  the  nature  of  the  enemy  with  whom  we  had  to  contend,  that, 
upon  the  whole,  this  had  been  a  moft  fuccefsful  war.      The  Aitc 
objects,  which  any  ftatefman  at  the  commencement  of  a  war  would 
wifh  us  to  attain,  viz.  Martinique,  Cape  Nicholas  Mole,  and  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope,  v^cre  every  one  in  our  poiTeflion.      Added  to 
this,  we  had  accompli fhed  what  wx  had  never  been  able  to  cflfcd  in 
any  former  war.     We  had  fucceeded  in  deftroying  the  commerce  of 
-our  rival,  and  in  ruining  their  marine.      But  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  had  contended,  that,  from  the  diftreffed  ftatc  in  which 
the  French  were  laft  year,  they  muft  have  been  anxious  for  peace. 
So  far  from  that-  affertion  beitig  true,  he  would  maintain  that  this 
was  the  very  firft  moment  during  the  whcile  courfe  of  the  war,  in 
which  the  enemy  had  (hewn  any  fymptoms  of  a  defire  for  peace. 
As  a  proof  of  this,  he  referred  to  the  uniform  language  held  by  the 
Convention.    He  defired  the  Houfe  to  remember  the  declarations  of 
the  government  of  France,  when  they  made  peace  with  Pniffu. 
The  principal  motive. they  afligned  for  making  peace  with  that  Mo- 
narch was,  that  they  might  turn  their  whole  force  to  the  deftruSion 
of  England.     The  Houfe  muft  remember  their  declaration  that  the 
new  Carthage  on  the  banks  of  the  Thames  muft  be  overturned.  This 
was  not  the  language  of  the  Convention  alone  ;  it  was  heard  widi 
tranfport  by  the  whole  nation :  nay,  fo  general  was  the  perfuafiofi 
that  that  objeft  would  be  accompliftied,  that  their  foldlcrs  and  (ailors 
had  filled  their  pockets,  in  imagination,  with  the  wealth  of  London. 
Another  argument  advanced  by  the  right  honourable  gentleman  was, 
thecircumftancc  of  France  having  declared  war  againft  us  was  no 
proof  that  they  were  the  aggrefibrs ;  and  thar,  on  the  contraiy,  wc 
had  provoked  the  war.     He  was  ready  to  admit,  that  it  might  hap- 
pen that  the  party  wIk)  firft  declared  war  were  not  the  aggrcffors ; 
but  was  that  true  with  rcfpcA  to.  the  prefent  war?  Tiad  they  not, 
for  fome  months  previous  to  the  declaration  of  war,  been  guilty  of 
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ttic  moft  unprovoked  aggrefliony  from  the  time  of  the  retreat  of  the 
Duke  of  Brunfvi'ick  }  They  hardly  attempted  to  conceal  their  hoftile 
views  againft  the  Conftitution  of  Ergland.    It  was  (aid,  we  might 
negotiate. — We  did  negotiate. — And  what  was  the  refult  ? — How 
did  they  explain  this  famous  decree  of  the  19th  November!  They 
wrould  not  interfere  in  (he  internal  concern  of  any  other  country, 
unlcfs  the  general  fenfe  of  the  people  was  againft  their  government, 
and  they  were  invited,  by  the  majority,  to  give  their  afliftance. 
But  who  were  to  be  the  judgps  of  this  general  will  ?  The  French! ! 
"This  was  all  that  could  be  obtained  by  negotiation.     There  were 
but  two  points  more  upon  which  he  (hould  trouble  the  Houfe. 
Gentlemen  appeared  .to  him  to  talk  of  a  peace  with  too  much  cer- 
tainty.    The  meflage  did  not  hold  out  an  immediate  promife  of  a 
peace ;  it  only  faid,  that  we  were  ready  -to  ncgociate,  upon  fair 
and  hmiourable  terms.     He  thought  it  neceflary  to  fay  thus  much, 
in  order  that  he  might  not  be  accufcd  of  an  attempt  to  delude  the 
Houfe  and  the  country,  if  unfortunately  they  fliould  not  be  able  to 
attain  the  objedl  they  all  wi(hed.  Tlie  only  other  point  of  the  right 
honourable  gentleman's  fpeech  upon  which  he  wifhed  toobferve  was, 
an  aflettion  that  Minifters  reprefented  the  danger  ariling  from  fedi- 
dous  Societies  here,  to  be  greater  or  lefs,  juft  as  it  fuited  their  argu- 
ment.   He  had  no  objeflion  to  confefs,  that  he  thought  the  danger 
lefs  now  than  at  the  latter  end  of  the  year  1 7  92.  -^-And  why  ?— Not 
becaufe  they  had  renounced  their  principles— not  becaufe  they  had 
decreafed  in  numbers  ;  but  becaufe  the  people  had  recovered  from 
the  infatuation  under  which  they  laboured,  with  refpedl  to  the  French 
doctrines ;  becaufe  the  people  were  more  upon  their  guard  againft 
the  machinations  of  the  difafFeded  ;  and  becaufe  Government  had 
oppofed  bulwarks  againft  any  farther  attempts  they  might  make. 
He  concluded  with  congratulating  the  Houfe,  and  the  country,  that 
we  had,  by  courage  and  perfeverance,  arrived  at  that  point  in  which 
we  might  look  for  a  peace  equally  compatible  with  our  fecurity  and 
our  honour. 

General  SMITH  remarked,  that  Minifters  had  no  rcafon  to 
plume  themfelves  upon  the  prefent  fituation  of  the  Auftrians,  be- 
caufe, compared  with  that  in  which  they  were  at  the  time  the  laft 
motion  for  peace  was  made,  it  was  infinitely  worfe. — They  then 
had  pofleftion  of  Luxembourg ;  at  prefent  they  had  no  one  fortrefs 
on  the  left  of  the  Rhine,  He  had  originally  fupported  the  war ; 
but,  when  Minifters  difcovered  their  total  want  of  capacity  to  con- 
duct it,  and  alfo  that  they'were  equally  ignorant  of  their  own  ob- 
jeds,  he  thought  it  neceifary  to  vote  for  a  fpeedy  negociation  for 
peace. 
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Mr;  SHERCDAM  explained  a  part  of  Us fyecA  wMch  had  bcco 
ittTfeprofenccd  by  the  Cbancelior  of  the  Exchequer. — The  dbftA  of 
fats  sancndment  was,  to  prevent  Mlniften*  of  whoTe  fincenty  he  had 
waxTf  doubts,  from  making  any  poffible  change  in  the  internal  fitu- 
aiiOA  of  France  an  excufe  for  breaking  oflF  a  n^octatioo.  In  an- 
fwcT  to  the  invidious  rcflc6Uon  of  Mr.  Pitt,  addreflbd  to  his  honour- 
^e  friend  (Mr.  Grey),  ''  That  the  fon  had  appeared  to  fotgpt  the 
ftrvices  of  his  father  (Sir  C.  Grey}/'  he  remarked,  that  Mioiftert 
hadconipletely  fei^ten  d)em»  as  that  meritorious  officer  was  Kte- 
ndiy  the  only  oneentrufled  with  an  imrortant  commnody  'whohaj 
icceived  no  mark  of  favour  from  His  majcny's  Govemntenr. 

Mr.  Sheridan's  amendment  Meas  negatived  without  a  dtvifioiu 

The  original  Addrefs  was  thencarried. — Adjourned. 

The  Houie  proceeded  to  take  into  confideration  His  Majefty's 
meflEige  illative  to  the  debarkation  of  fome  foreign  troops  ia  the  Iflc 
«f  Wight  from  ftrefs  of  weather. 

Mr.  Secretary  DUNDAS  moved  an  Addrefs  of  Thank%  which 
wun  cai!iied>  nemne  contradlcenis. 

Thurfdajp  loth  Decemhir, 

Mr.  MILBANK  prefented  a  pctidon  from  the  county  of  Dur- 
ham».  againft  the  bills. 

Mr.  BURDON  flated  to  the  Houfe,  that  he  was  warrmicd  to 
£iy>  by  a  letter  from  the  High  SheriflF,  that  though  a  requiiition  fer 
•  meeting  was  figned,  care  was  taken  by  the  fupporters  of  the  peti- 
tion to  prevent  many  from  knowing  the  day.  Thus  few,  except 
their  own  friends,  knew  any  thing  of  the  matter.  Mr.  Burdon 
alio  ^d  a  hand*biU,  circulated  on  the  occafion  to  miflead  the  peo- 
pie  refpc6ting  the  principle  and  provifions  of  the  bills. 

Mr.  MILBANK  contended  that  fiir  notice  of  the  meeting  was 
given ;  and  that  the  fignatures  were  refpedhble. 

Mr.  Secretary  DUNDAS  prefented  a  petition  from  the  n(u^(hafes 
and  Common  Council  of  Paifley,  in  Scotland,  praying  that  the 
bills  pending  in  Parliament  might  pafs  into  laws. 

General  MACLEOD  obferved,  that  the  honourable  Sccretafy 
always  prefented  petitions  from  Royal  boroi^s,  but  never  from  the 
general  inhabitants  of  any  place. 

Mr.  Secretary  DUNDAS  faid,  he  had  in  his  hand  anodier  pe- 
tition, firom  the  inhabitants  of  Paifley.  He  was  warranted  to  fay, 
by  a  letter  from  a  refpeiEhble  merchant  in  Paifley,  (a  Mr.  FulcDn\ 
that  aformer  petition,  ligned  by  many  of  the  pec^le  of  diat  neig^ibour- 
hrjod,  had  been  obtained  by  mifreprefentation.  The  fignatoieswere 
fhofe  of  fchoolboys,  and  fuch  perfons. 
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General  MACLEOD  dbfetved,  that  though  he  kniw  Mr.  Fdl- 
ton  to  be  a  refpe£bble  merchant,  be  was  conne6te(l  with  Admhu- 
ft  ration,  and  would  facrifice  the  Conflitdtion  to  fupport  tiicir  inca- 
fares. 

Mr.  DENT  prcfcntcd  a  petition  from  '88  elctftorsof  Lancafter, 
refidcnt  in  London,  in  favour  of  the  hills.  Mr.  Dent  read  a  letter 
from  the  Chief  M^iftratc  of  Lancafter,  ftating,  that  he  had  fccn 
an  account,  in  one  of  the  publix:  prints,  of  a  petition  figned  by 
I  ,aoo  inhabitants  of  that  borough,  and  prefented  by  Mr.  Sheridan. 
The  magiftratc  had  not  (he  fmallcft  intimation  of  this  ;  and  die  in- 
habitants fent  merely  an  addrefs  to  /  His  Majcfty,  in  which  they  ex- 
preflcd  their  wiOies  that  fome  fuch  regulations  as  thofc  in  the  bills 
ittould  be  made. 

» 

Mr.  Secretary  DUNDAS  adverted  to  what  fell  firom  the  ho- 
nourable General  xefpefting  the  charafter  of  Mr.  Fulton,  whkh, 
he  contended,  was  unimpeachable  and  refpcdaWe. 

Mr.  COURTENAY  faid,  that  the  merchant  alluded  to  ftq>- 
ported  the  meatures  of  Mfcnifters  :  he  jnight  be  refpeflable ;  fcr 
there  Were  many  refpe6la1:)le — yes,  the  majority  of  the  Houfe,  who 
fupported  Adminifhration-  He  could  not,  at  the  fame  time,  aHow 
the  faimefs  of  the  right  honourable  Secretary's  aignmentS'— he  Rated 
that  a.  certain  petition  was  6gned  by  children — if  this  was  the  cafis, 
it  proved  that  the  children  in  Scotia^  learned  to  write.  He  coold 
not  think  that  the  way  in  which  the  right  honourable  Secretary  de- 
fended the  charader  of  this  gentleman,  proved  his  refpeftabiKty ; 
his  calumny  of  thofe  who  figned  a  petition  to  which  he  was  adveiiep 
was  a  bad  ground  on^tMch  to  refl  his  refpeAability. 

Xhe  petition  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Dundas  prefented  a  petition  from  the  borough  rofdl  of  Perdt; 
and  another  fix>m  the  merchants  and  inhabitants  of  fort  Ldth,  in 
fovour  of  the  bills. 

Mr.  Dundas  prefented  a  petition  to  the  fame  dfeft,  from  the 
mayor  and  corporation  of  ChefterHdd,  in  Derbyfliire  ;  and  another 
from  the  njagiftrates  and  town  council  of  Queensferry.  iThb  laft 
was  found  to  be  figned  by  the  common  officer,  without  a  common 
feal. 

The  SPEAKER  obferved,  that  it  was  informafl  to'wccivc  a 
petition  figned  by  a  public  officer,  without  the  common  feal  of  tf)e 
body  corporate  annexed.  However,  the  Houfe  had  received  Such 
petitions  where  it  was  warranted  by  locjCl  circumftances. 

Mr.  DUNDAS  fald,  that  when  any  e^traft  was  made  from,  a 
private  deed,  or  the  like,  it  was  ufual  fotthe  town  clerk  lo'fignit ; 
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but  when  any  public  a£l  or  meafure  was  fandionedj  it  was  ufuaCy 
figned  by  the  chief  ntagi(lrate« 

Mr.  ERSKINE  obfcrvcd,  that  the  honourable  Secretary's  anfrcr 
(when  afkedy  was  the  magiftrate  authorized  to  (ign  ?)  was  like  that 
of  a  ftudent  at  one  of  die  Univerfltics,  on  being  alked  whether  the 
fun  turned  round  the  earth,  or  vice  verfa.  Sometimes  (faid  the 
fiudent)  one,  and  fometimes  the  other.  Mr.  Erlkine  faid,  he  hoped 
this  gentleman  was  not  a  chief  tnagiifarate,  for  he  Ggnf d  himfelf — 
Chife  Magiftrate. 

Mr.  COURTEN AY  wiflied  to  know  from  the  right  honouiabic 
Secretaiy,  before  the  petition  was  received,  whether  that  was  tht 
orthography  of  Scotland  ? 

After  a  few  words  from  General  M'Leod,  Mr.  Fox.  Mr.  Grey, 
and  Mr.  Joddrell,  the  petition  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  rofe  to  anfwer  what  fell  fix)m  Mr.  Dent 
refpeding  his  prefenting  a  petition  from  Lancaftcr  :  he  told  the 
honourable  gentlemani  .when  he  communicated  the  inibrnution  to 
him,  that  he  never  prefented  any  fuch  petition  ;  and  he  thoqght 
it  want  of  candour  in  him  to  mention  it  as  he  did  in  that 
Houfe. 

Mr.  DENT  replied,  that  he  only  mentioned  it  as  one  of  the 
mifrcprefeotations  gone  abroad  refpe<Eting  the  bills. 

Mr.  Sheridan  prefented  a  petition  from  feveral  villages  in  the 
vicinity  of  Dumbarton,  in  Scotland ;  and  another  firom  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Wigton,  againft  the  bills. 

Mr.  ERSKINE  prefented  a  petition  ham  7000  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Edinburgh  againft  the  bills.  He  Jaj^d.  that  in  former  times 
credit  was  generally  given  to  the  petitions  of  the  people ;  but  that  upon 
the  fubjed  of  thefe  two  bills,  letters  had  been  read,  and  reports  had 
been  circulated,  which,  he  very  much  lamented  ;  becaufe  fuch  a  mode 
of  condufi  tended  to  render  the  fenfe  of  die  people  equivocal,  and  to 
make  it  neceflary  for  them  to  fpeak.  in  language  that  could  not 
be  mifunderftood.  Of  the  prefent  petition,  he  could  not  help  ob- 
ferving  that  the  names  ^ere  refpeftable,  that  the  meeting  was  rqgu- 
lar,  and  he  (hould  have  faid  more  concerning  it,  if  a  relation  of  his 
had  not  been  in  the  chair. 

General  MACLEOD  informed  the  Houfe,  that  he  had  a  letter 
from  a  perfon  of  large  eftatc  in  Edinburgh,  which  reprefented,  that 
every  art  was  pra<Sifed  againft  the  petition,  though  a  refpedbble  com- 
mittee, at  which  one  of  the  iirft  bankers^  there  prefided,  convened 
the  meeting  where  it  was*  propofed,  and  when  the  handbills  were 
iflued  to  publilh  at  what  places  the  petition  lay  for  fignatuits,  the 
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bill-fticker  was  arrcfied  before  he  had  fixed  one  up,  and  fbnt  to  pri- 

ton.     Upon  application  for  his  releafe,  the  magiftrate  at  firil  refufed 

to  give  an  anfwer,  and  did  not'difcharfe  him  till  he  had  confulted  . 

M'ith  his  fuperiors,  and  robbed  the  man  of  all  his  bills.     Almoft  all 

the  tradcfmcn  fcrving  Government,  or  the  friends  of  Admini(hation, 

vecT<  threatened  with  the  privation  of  their  cuftom  if  they  figncd  it, 

and  fchool-bojrs  were  treated  with  a  glafs  of  wine  to  fubfcribc  their 

naclics  to  the  counter  petition.     He  now  came  to  a  tranladion  of 

more  ferious  moment.     An  honourable  perfon  who  was  his  earlj 

friend  in  Iif6,  and  who  ftill  retained  his  friendfhip  ibr  him,  who  was 

the  idol  of  Scotland,  and  the  glory  of  the  bar,  who  was  fo  highly 

prized  for  his  talents,  that  every  perfon  who  had  a  caufe  depending, 

confidered  it  half-gained  if  promifedthe  fupport  of  his  eloquence  and 

legal  ability,  and  whofe  wit,  humour,*  and  focial  qualities  were  fo 

cbnfpicuous  in  private  life,  that  the  literati  of  Scotland  even  put  him 

in  the  balance  with  his  eminent  relation,  had  become  the  c^jeA  of 

marked  difrefpe^t  for  prefiding  at  the  meeting  where  this  petition 

was  propofed.     He  alluded  to  the  honourable  Henry  Erikine,  who 

for  ten  years  hid  been  annually  chofen  Dean  of  the  Faculty  of  Ad-- 

vocates,  and  was  now  the  objed  of  a  confpiracy  fet  on  foot  to  deprive 

him  of  that  honour,  bccaufe  he  came  forward  to  promote  a  petition 

in  the  mod  legal  and  proper  way  againft  the  enadhnent  of  a  law, 

v^hich  he  confidered  incompatible  with  the  liberties  of  the  country, 

and  the  principles,  of  the  conditudon.     General  Macleod  lamented 

that  fo  learned  and  able  a  body  as  that  of  the  Faculty  of  Advocates 

fhould  have  departed  from  their  original  refolution,  not  to  fufier 

political  opinions  to  Interfere  in  their  proceedings,  but  to  confer 

their  marks  of  approbation  according  to  the  talents  and  genei^  cfti^ 

mation  of  the  individual ;  and  he  lamented  much  more  diat  their 

letter  on  this  occafion,  fo  deficient  in  language,  and  fo  mean  in 

fpirit,  (hould  have  been  printed. 

The  following  is  the  whole  of  the  corrcfpondence  that  took  place 
refpedting  the  tranfadUon,  which  is,  here  referred  to  by  the 
honourable  General : 

3^  the  Members  of  the  Faculty  of  Advocates^  not  refident  in  Edinburgh* 

Gentlemen,  Prince* S'ftreet^  Dec*  i,   '73S« 

Th£  difhince  of  your  refidence,  knd  my  ignorance  of  the  proper  . 
addrefs.  tq  many  of  you,  obliges  me  to  take  this  method  oi  com* 
mqnieation. 

1  yefierd^y  received  a,  letter  from  the  following  gentlemen,  memben 
of.  the  Faculty : 

Vol..  XUIL  4  T, 
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John  Pringle,  Efq.  James  OiwaMf  E(q« 

Allan  Maconohie^Efq,  I>and  Hunie»  £lq« 

Neil  Fer^ufon,  Efq.  and 

Robert  Craigic,  Ehj.  David  Boyle,  EJq.  Adrocates. 

Charles  Hope,  Efq. 

Of  which  letter  the  following  is  a  copy  s 
Sir, 
It  giTes  us  very  great  pain  to  find  ourfeUes  called  iipon^by  the  fca- 
^roents  we  entertain  of  what  becomes  us,  as  good  fubje(ds»  to  tranfmit 
to  our  brethren  a  letter,  of  which  a  copy  is  inclofed.  But  we  fhoold 
feel  ilill  more  unpteafant,  if  we  were  not  perfuaded  that  you  have  too 
mucii  candour  not  to  afcribe  this  meafure  to  its  true  caufe  ;  and  belicTe 
that,  in^oint  of  perfonal  regard,  we  remain  your  friends  and  wcH- 
wifhers.  , 

We  have  the  honour  to  be 

Your  moft  obedient  homble  iervaats. 
John  Pringle,  Cha.  Hope, 

Ai  Maconohie,  Junes  Ofwald, 


Ndl  Fei^ifon,  Dftrid  Hume, 

Ro.  Craigie,  David  Boyle. 

The  following  is  the  circular  letter  referred  to  in  die  abcnre  : 

&>,  Edmburgb^  Dec.  x,  X79;. 

We  take  the  freedom  of  addrefling  toU|  as  a  member  of  the  Faculty 
of  Advocates,  upon  a  matter  which  appears  to  u's  very  nearly  toconctra 
the  reputation  of  that  learned  and  bonourableN  body ;  we  mean  the 
election  of  the  perfon  who  fiiall  prefide  orer  them  as  Dean  for  the  en- 
fuing  year, 

It  will,  Sir,  be  obvioUs  to  yeu,  that  the  fentiments  and  principles  of 
the  members  of  the  Faculty,  relative  to  thofe  great  national  and  con^* 
tutional  interefts,  which  uniiappilv  hare,  for  tome  years,  been  fi>  much 
the  fubje£b  of  anxiety  to  all  loyal  citizens,  muft  in  a  great  meafure  be 
ju()ged  of  from  the  conduct  of  the  nerfont  who,,  by  their  annual  and  to- 
luntary  choice,  is  raifed  to  the  high  flatiou  of  the  head  of  the  bar,  and 
of  their  fociety. 

In  this  view,  with  which  we  are  flrongly  iroprefled,  we  beg  leave  10 
prefs  it  on  your  ferious  attention,  whether  the  late  political  condud  and 
public  appeahinces  of  the  prefent  Dean  of  Faculty,  on  occafion  of  the 
bills  now  depending  in  Parliament)  for  the  better  preventing  of  feifitioui 
aiTemblies,  have  been  fuch  as  merit  their  approbation,  or  render  him  the 
mod  proper  perfon  that  can  be  found  in  the  Faculty  to  reprefent  them 
to  the  world,  and  to  fuflain  their  cfaarafker  of  attachment  to  the  laws  ao^ 
conftitution  of  their  country. 

The  Lord  Advocate  has  been  propofed,  by  a  great  number,  as  a  perlba 
who,  in  this,  and,  in  all  other  reipedts,  is  fit  to  be  confided  in,  and  wor- 
thy of  the  honour ;  and  hoping  that,  along  with  us,  you  may  view  bioi 
as  a  proper  fuccefibr,  we  requeft  your  prefence  on  the  day  of  elcdioOf 
which  is  the  1 2th  day  of  January  next. 

We  are.  Sir, 
Tour  moft  obedient  humble  (ervants, 
John  Pringle,  David  Hume, 

A.  Maconohie,  Cha.  Hope, 

Niel  Fergullbn,  James  Olwtid, 

Ho,  Craigici  David  Boyk. 
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And  tht  following  U  my  anfver  to  the  abo?e-rec2ted  letter^ : 
Gentlemeny  EMnhurgh^  Dec*  i,  Z795« 

I  HAVE  this  moment  recciTcd  your  letter.  Whatever  fentiments  t 
may  entertain  of  the  political  motives  ttavows,  I  am  bound  to  acknow* 
ledge  the  perfonal  kindneft  it  exprefles  towards  ro/felf*  The  propriety 
of  making  the  communication^  after  having  canvafled  many  of  the 
Faculty,  (a  fa6k  to  which  I  am  no  ilranger),  I  leave  to  your  own 
feelings.  , 

I  had  the  honour  (and  I  reckoned  it  the  higheft  honour  of  my 
life)  to  be  ele«fted  Dean  of  the  Faculty  of  Advocates,  at  a  time  when, 
along  with  thofe  who  now  compofe  His  Majefly's  Cabinet,  I  oppofed 
the  administration  of  Mr.  Pitt,  on  principles  from  which  it  is  my 
greateft  pride  to  refle6t,  that  no  view  of  perfonal  intered,  no  fear  of  per- 
foual  confequence,  have  ever  induced  me  for  a  moment  to  fwerve.  The 
utrooft  intereft  of  Government  was  exerted  ^  defeat  my  ele6^ion  ;  but 
the  Faculty  were  free  and  independent.  Their  fpirit  refifted  undue  in^ 
fluence»  and  I  was  placed  at  your  head  by  a  decid^  majority. 

It  Would  be  prefumption  in  me  to  fay,  that  my  conduo,  ever  fince, 
has  deferved  your  approbation :  but  to  what  elie  can  I  impute  your 
having  ten  fucceffive  years  re-ele£^  me  unanimoufly  to  the  (ame  ho- 
nourable (ituation  ? 

I  am  bound  to  give  you  credit  for  the  motives  which  you  lay  induced 
you  to  take  a  (lep  fo  unprecedented  in  the  annals  of  the  Faculty.  I  was 
originally  elcAed,  in  confeouence  of  perfonal  foUcitation.  It  would 
have  been  arrogance  in  me  to  nave  expeaed  to  attradt  your  choice,  with* 
out  mv  expreifmg  the  honourable  ambition  I  felt  to  prefide  amongft  you, 
I  (hall  not  now  defcend  to  folicitation*  To  the  Faculty  my  character, 
sny  cooduA  as  a  gentleman,  as  a  brother,  are  known.  If  a  majority  of 
your  number,  departing  from  the  uniform  fentiments  of  our  b«dy,  to 
exclude  political  difculfions  aoH  confiderations  froai  amongft  us,  (hall 
withdraw  From  me  their  fuffrages  at  the  cnfuing  ele^ion,  I  may  regret 
it ;  but  I  am  proud  to  fay,  the  caufe  of  their  doing  fo>  I  fluU  ever  reckoa 
my  higiicd  honour. 

Dekended  from  anceflors,  whofe  exertions  contributed  to  bring  about 
that  glorious  Revolution  which  fecured  the  liberties  of  my  country^ 
which  placed  the  prelent  illuArious  family  on  the  thron^  and  the  prin« 
ciples  of  which,  I  trufl,  (hall  preferve  it  there  to  the  lateli  po(lerity«  it  is 
my  pride  and  glory  to  have  come  forward  at  this  alarming  period  to  pre- 
ferve thofe  liberties  from  invafion  :  to  have  done  fo,  along  with  many  of 
the  mod  noble  and  illuftrious  chara6tcrs  in  the  kingdom,  along  with 
the  united  voice  of  all  the  public  bodies,  and  the  great  mafs  of  the  mhabi* 
tants  of  the  metropolis  of  the  nation,  and  of  the  great  majority  of  its 
counties  and  cities ;  but,  above  all,  along  with  the  unbiafled,  the  un« 
corrupted  didtatcs  of  my  own  confcicnce* 

If  fuch  a  condudt,  refulting  from  fuch  motives,  unites  roe,  in  your 
opinion,  any  longer  to  fill  the  chair  of  the  Faculty,  you  will  a6k  as  you 
fee  fit*  If  fugh  diall  be  the  opinion  of  the  majority  of  my  brethcrn  \  if 
they  are  determined  that  there  (lull  be  no  longer  amongft  us  freedom  of 
political  opinion  ;  if  private  prejudice  and  violence  are  to  ufurp  the 
place  of  moderation,  of  perfonal  refpedt,  and  of  private  friendlhip  ;  I  ooa 
only  faV)  that  fuch  was  no^  the  Faculty  of  Advocates  when  I  was  firll 
honoured  with  the  iituation  which  I  now  etijoy.  To  have  received  it 
was  a  high  honour.  '  I  (liall  conlidcr  it  as  a  ftill  higher  honour  to  lay  it 
down.    For  lu  my  opinior»  the  higheft  honour  that  oan  be  enjoyed  by  n 

4Ta 
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virtQOiis  ndod,  i/the  tcBcAion  of  hamg;  aUoved  no  perfooal  confidendoa 
to  ftand  betweca  it  and  the  firm,  manly,  and  indq)endenc  picr&rniaQaof 

j)iiblic  duty. 

I  am.  Gentlemen, 

Yoar  moll  obedient  humble  fervant, 

HENRY  ERSKINL 

To  Jo.  Pringk,  A.  Maconohie,  Neil  FerguflTon,  Ro.  Craigk,  Da^ii 
Hume,  Charles  Hope,  Ja.  OTwald,  and  David  Boyle,  Efquiies,  Ad- 
vocates. 

I  fqcl  myfelf  called  upon  in  juftice  to  myfelf,  to  communicate  tbc^ 
letter^  to  you.  I  (ubmit  the  fentiments  therein  contained  to  year  jodgc- 
snent  and  feeling,  and  to  that  manlv  and  independent  f|Hrit,  which  hai 
hitherto  chara^eriked  the  Faculty  of  Advocatei,  trufting  that  the  period 
pf  its  extin^on  is  not  yet  arrived* 

I  have  the  honour  to  he, 
.    With  the  greateit  refped  and  regard, 

qbnTlsmbk, 
Your  moft  obedient  humble  fervant, 

HENRY  ERSKINE. 

I'he  following  Reply  was  made  to  the  Letter  from  the  Dean  d 

Faculty. 
Sia,  EditthMtgb^  Dffc.t»  179). 

♦  Wchave  had  the  hononr  of  your  letter,  in  anfwcr  to  ours  of  )'cftcrd2y. 
We  do  not  intend  to  enter  into  any  detailed  juftification  of  the  mcafure, 
to  which,  not  without  much  rebalance,  we  have  found  ourfeivcs  con- 
iftrained  to  refort.  If  it  be,  as  you  fay  it  is,  9^  unprecedented  mtafu::, 
it  is  at  lead  nqt  more  fo  than  the  iituation  of  the  country,  and  thofc  pto- 
feedings.  Sir,  on  your  part,  as'  Dean  of  Faculty,  which  have  givrrn  oz- 
ca£on  to  our  interference.  But  our  brethren  of  the  Faculty,  and  ihe  j  ib- 
Uc  at  large,  are  fully  acquainted  with  thofe  circumftantrcs  of  your  b.l:^- 
▼iour,  at  the  Circus,  and  the  previous  meetings,  upon  which  our  rr::*!^- 
fion  has  been  grounded;  and  they  will  judge  between  ifs,  probably  wii'i 
▼ery  little  regard  to  any  encomium,  which  we  might  pafs  upon  ourfd.cs, 
refpedling  the  purity  of  our  motives,  and  the  tendency  of  our  lice  ot  CoH- 

dua. 

There  are  but  two  thines  in  your  letter,  to  which  we  think  it  nccd-rv 
to  reply.  The  one  is  a  mifconception  which  runs  throughout  it,  as  if  t-c 
matter  at  iffue  between  us,  were  a  matter  of /0//V1W,  (in  the  vulgar  fenfc 
ef  the  word,)  or  of  attachment  to  this  or  t'other  fct  of  men,  ascaodidatcs 
|br  public  favour  and  preferment.  1 

Sir,  we  folemuly  declare  to  you,  and  to  our  brethren  of  the  Faculty, 
that  it  is  no  fuch  mean  queftion.  ITie  intereft  now  at  ftakc  is  nothing 
Icfs  than  this,  Whether  the  happy  Government  and  CoAiilitutiwi  of  theic 
realms  (hall  ftand  or  fall :  and  wliat  our  brethren  have  to  confider  is,  ^'^' 
gier  it  be  cpnfiftcnt  with  their  honor,  or  their  duty,  that  the  Dcaaof  the 
Faculty  of  Advocate?,  that  body  which  ought  to  be  the  firmcft  balw^ark 
of  the  lawsj  (hould  aft  the  part  of  a  dcqiagogue,  in  agiuting  the  ignorant 
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ami  giddy  multitude,  a^ul  cherifhing  fuch  humoon  and  difpofitions,  at, 
in  his  opinion »  dire^y  tend  to  overturn  them.  To  thoTe  of  the  body  who 
arc  in  town«  the  part  yoo  have  taken  on  occafion  of  the  bills  now  dc-? 
pending  in  Parliament,  for  the  prevention  of  fuch  a  calamity,  is  fu$ci- 
cntly  known.  Thofe  who  r^fidie  in  the  country  will,  it  is  hoped,  take 
the  trouble  of  informing  themfelves  before  they  decide.  We  leave  it  to 
(hem  to  collect  the  truth,  not  from  our  report,  but  from  their  own  iaqjou 
ries,  which,  we  doubt  not,  will  do  jud^e  both  to  us  and  to  you. 

1  he  other  point  to  which  we  (hall  reply,  is  a  refle^on  on  our  own  per* 
fonal  condu^,  in  the  management  of  this  oppofition  to  you.  Before 
engaging  in  any  general  canvas  of  the  Members  of  the  Faculty,  either  in 
or  out  of  tpwn^  we,  ilo  doubt,  fhoughjc  it  proper  to  converie  upon  th^ 
fubji^t  with  fuch  of  our  brethren,  whole  fentiments  and  priiiciples  upoo 
political  fuhje^  we  knew  to  coincide  in  general  with  our  own,  and  to  af- 
fure  ourfeives  of  their  approbation  of  the  meafure  we  had  in  view.  And 
in  this  we  cannot  imagine  that  any  thing  was  done,  either  improper  in 
icfelf,  or  unworthy  of  our  characters  as  gentlemen,  or  of  the  caufe  ii) 
which  we  are  engaged.  Certainly  it  would  have  been  equally  arrogant 
and  abfurd,  for  us  to  have  obtruded  fuch  a  proppffij  pn  the  Faculty,  with-v 
out  previous  trial  of  the  difpofuion  of  thofe  gentleman  with  refpeifl  to  it. 
But  from  the  time  when  a  general  canvafs  was  refolved  on,/ we  alfo  faw 
the  propriety  of  acquaipting  you  with  our  purppfe:  which  refolution  waa 
^cordingly  executed  by  the  letter,  which  we  had  the  honor  of  difpatcbing 
to  you,  nearly  twelve  houn  before  a  letter  was  delivered  to  any  other  gen* 
tleman  of  the  bar* 

We  have  only  to  add,  that  here  the  correfpondence  between  us  ends. 
We  have  fiirly  bnc»ught  the  matter  beforp  the  J^aculty ;  aud  it  beloqgs  to 
|hem,  and  not  to  us,  tp  ju4ge  pf  yi(l^(  i^  neceifary  for  the  vindication  of 
their  honour.  We  have  no  de$re  to  publiih  a  pleadii^  or  manifefto  tut 
fhe  world,  upon^  the  fubjeft. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be  refpe^fuUy, 
»,    ,     Your  very  obedient,  moft  humble  fervants, 
.  ,  :  John  Pringle,  David  Hume* 

'I  A.  Macopohie,  .  Charlies  Hope* 

.  ^  Neil  Ferguflba^  .  James  Ofwald, 

Rq*  Craigie,  David  Boyle. 

«> 

Dtcmhfr  S,  1795. 
Since  writing  th^  letter  whkrb  fK^j^ompanies  this,  we  have  been  informedj 
That  4  report  has  gone  abroad,  that  the  meafure  to  which  it  relate^,  ia 
diiapproved  of  by  the  perfon  whp  is  propof^  a^  fuccdibr  to  the  Dwu 
Wo  aie  authorifed  tp  contr%diA  t\at  repost. 

John  Pringle,  David  Hume, 

A.  Maconohie,  Charles  Hope. 

Neil  Fcrguflbn,  James  Ofwald. 

Ro.  Craigie,  David  Bojle, 

TQ  THE  FACULTY  OF  ADVOCATES. 

EdiMhurgb,  Dec^^»  '795- 
Gentlemen, 
I  have  receiisd,  and  there  has  bpcn  printed  and  circulated  amongft  you, 
another  letter  from  the  •ight  Members  of  the  Faculty,  whofe  former  letter, 
with  my  anfwer«  are  already  befqrp  you*    They  have  deiired  that  the 
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correfpondence  between  us  (hoald  end»  and  bave  efeffanDf  fecnied  dm 
yi(h^  by  writing  to  me  in  a  tone  and  language  to  which  my  (cofe  of  wbst 
'becomes  me  will  not  permit  me  to  reply. 

It  is  'to  you,  theretorey  gentlemen,  to  your  juiHce  and  ItberaKty  alooe, 
ffiat  I  ihall  now  addrefs  mylelf ;  leaving  it  to  you  to  judge  of  the  proprieiv 
of  their  oppofition,  and  o£  their  right,  when  addrefling  yoo.  to  leBL  the 
fafety  of  the  Conftitution,  and  the  exigence  of  the  State,  on  the  political 
Tiews  of  the  Admin  id  ration  to  which  they  are  attached ;  and  not  only  to 
brand  md  with  a  defign  to  overturn  the  Iaw«,  but  to  implicate  in  the  charge 
the  many  didinguimed  chara6ler$,  and,  indeed,  the  great  body  of  tbc 
nation,  who  have  oppofed  the  bills  in  queftion'as  a  dangeroos  and  tmne- 
cdTary  innovation  on  the  exifling  laws,  and  deftroAive  of  oor  cftahiifhfd 
Government  and  Conftitution. 

If,  under  this  convidlion,  to  have  ufed  my  conftitutional  right  to  •pen- 
tion  the  Legiflature;  if,  to  have  joined  in  this  meafure  with  thonfaods  of 
my  countrymen*,  of  every  rank  and  defcription;  if,  to  have  been  nnafate 
to  fee,  or  yet  to  comprehend ,  the  diftindion  attempted  to  be  made  be- 
tween perfons  in  my  own  fituation,  and  what  thcfe  gentlemen  are  pleafed 
to  term  the  ignorant  and  giddy  multitude,  at  to  the  rights  which  the  great 
charter  i>f  the  firitifh  Conftitution  bellows  on  all  wiraont  diftinftion ;  if 
toihave  concurred  with  fome  of  the  mod  refpe^ble  of  the  petitibneTs  beie, 
in  occaftonally  attending  to  fee  the  fignatures  of  the  great  nambers  who 
repaired  to  the  place  appointed  for  fubfcribing,  fairly  taken  down;  if, 
though  well  entitled  to  have  ftated  to  all  of  them  my  opinion  of  thole  biih, 
1  left  them  to  learn  it  from  the  petitions  themielves ;  if,  atudoos  to  avoid 
any  agitation  in  their  minds  beyond  what  their  own  feeling  of  the  obje^ 
might  occafion,  I,  towards  the  ck>(e  of  the  fubfcription  *  (the  only  time 
I  ever  addrellcd  them),  commended  their  qaiet  and  ordeiiy  behavioor, 
eahorted  them  to  perfevere  in  the  fame  peaceable  deportment,  and  diereby 
to  give  no  perfon  a  pretence  for  throwing  blame  on  the  conftitutioaal  aA 
t\^y  had  then  performed ;  in  (hort,  if  a  confcientious  feeUng  of  what  I 
conceive  to  be  right;  if  a  manly  and  independent  declaration  of  my  fenti* 
mentB,  without  regard  to  perfon^  confideration,  (hall  meet  with  yoardif- 
approbation;   ami,  if  an  unabated  regard  for  the  intereft  and  privileges 
of  the  Faculty,  and  a  grateful  fenfe  of  the  honour  you  have  for  ten  roc- 
ccflivc  years  conferred  upon  mc>  (hall  prove  infufficient  to  prelervc  yoar 
cileem,  I  mud  fubmit  to  lofe  it;  but,  I  thank  God,  conitious  of  having 
done  my  duty,  t  (hall  preferve  my  own:   I  know  I  (hall  retain  that  of 
many  worthy  members  of  our  body ;  and,  I  trud,  for  the  increaled  re- 
giird  of  the  Public,  to  that  candour,  liberality,  and  generoiityy  to  that 
ahhorrence  of  all  perfecution  for  opinions,  which  afe  the  nobldft  featores 
of  the  Britidi  charadler ;  and  the  certain  deftru^on  of  which  w^  in  my 
mind*  be  one  of  the  dreadful  confeauences  of  the  bills  I  oppofe. 

I  have  ttie  honour  to  be. 
With  the  utmod  gratitude  and  refoedl.  Gentlemen, 
Your  mod  obedient  and  £iithful  fervant, 

HENRY  ERSKINE. 

♦  The  period  here  alluded  to  was  after  the  date  of  the  letter  from  the 
eight  Gentlemen  to  the  Faculty,  and  of  both  their  letters  to  the  Dean. 

At  the  clofc  of  the  cleflion,  the  numbers  were, 

For  the  Lord  Advocate,  — *  1 23 

H'jn.  Henry  Erfkine,  —  *  38 

Majority,         — ^  85. 
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Above  all,  he  lamented  U,  becaqfe  fatiure  Judges  were  io  be  taken 
from  that  body»  and  he  feared,  left  they  might  hereafter  be  of  the 
fame  ftamp  with  him  who  exprefled  his  in&mous  opinbn  on  the 
Bench,  that  men,  found  guilty  of  a  mifdemeanor,  fhould  fufier  the 
fentence  of  hfjiiis  frojtciatur  i  or,  in  other  words,  be  devoured  by 
wild  beads.  As  to  the  tStSt  of  this  affair,  he  thought  it  had  placed 
his  honourable  fricn<l  in  a  higher  light  than  before,  for  infinuations 
might  fccretly  injure  a  charadler,  when  open  infult  mig^t  be  de- 
feated. 

Mr.  Secretary  DUNDAS  ftated,  that  in  1792,  incendiaiy 
hand  bills  were  circulated  ^t  a  late  hour,  when  the  police  ^ifelj 
ordered  the  watch  to  apprehend  every  perfon  detected  in  the  drcii.* 
lation  of  bills  after  a  certain  time  of  day,  and  under  this  order  the 
bill-fticker  was  committed.  As  to  the  praflices  of  encourag^i^ 
fchool  boys  to  (ign  the  counter-petition,  the  fad  could  be  ealily  aC- 
eertainedy  for  there  was  not  a  name  fubfcribed  without  a  defigna* 
tion«  He  then  mentioned  a  cafe,  to  (hew  that  names  had  beeit 
unduly  applied  to  this  petition.  A  young  fuigeon  in  Ediobuigli 
informed  Dr.  Munro,  the  profelTor  of  anatomy,  and  a  very  worthy 
man,  that  he  had  feen  his  name  affixed  to  the  petition,  whereupon 
Dr.  Munro  made  an  affidavit  to  the  contrary.  The  motive  ibr 
putting.  Dr.  Munro's  name  to  the  petition,  Mr.  Dundas  aicribed 
to  the  influence  it  would  have  upon  many  people,  as  he  was  one  of 
the  moft  popular  profeiTors  in  the  Univerlity,  and  his  leftures'wem 
generally  attended  by  4  or  50Q  perfon^  from  every  part  of  Europe. 
He  then  read  the  affidavit.  [Here  Mr.  Fox  remarked,  that  the  aSU 
davit  did  not  lay  that  the  Dodor  had  himfelf  fe^i  his  name  fub- 
fcribed to  the  petition  in  queftion.]  Mr.  Dundas  explained,  bf 
ilating,  that  there  could  not  well  be  any  miftake,  fince  the  name 
of  Alexander  Munro,  M.  D.  was  the  only  name  which  had  a  cfe^ 
(ignation.  He  proceeded  by  appealing  to  the  Houfe,  whether  thejr 
had  ever  heard  a  difrefpedful  word  firom  hiln  to  the  prejudice  oif 
the  honourable  Heniy  Erikine?  Although  of  different  opinions, 
he  acknowledged  his  lively  wit,  his  pleafmg  talents,  and  his  {fai£t 
integrity ;  but  by  taking  an  adive  part  at  the  meeting,  where  he  ex- 
erted his  eloquence,  he  might  pofHbly  not  a<St  confidently  with  the 
opbions  of  the  Faculty  of  Advocates,  and  if  fo,  they  were  at  li- 
herty  to  decide  as  they  pleafed.  .  He  had  hfrnfelf,  in  early  life,  boca. 
placed  at  the  head  of  that  Faculty,  for  which  honour,  it  was  not 
only  entitled  to  his  general  rcfpedt,  but  gratitude  \  and  above  all 
odier  qualities,  he  contended  it  was  remarkable  for  independence* 
As  to  the  remark,  that  the  future  Judges  were  to  6e  -chofen  from 
this  Faculty,  and  that  their  opinions  were  therefore  to  be  feared. 
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he  ^Sirtntd,  that  no  Judge  could  give  his  opinion  contiaiy  to  the 
law  and  the  verdid,  and  when  one  of  the  Judges  (Lord  SwintonJ 
ufed  the  words»  that  a  man  guilty  of  fcdition  fliould  be  chnnm 
among  wild  beads,  he  did  not  give  it  as  his  opinion  that  fudi 
fliould  be  the  punifhment  for  the  crime  in  Scotland,  but  he  quoted 
diat  as  the  fentence  of  the  Roman  law.  Mr.  Dundas  oondudcd 
by  aflcing,  whether  that  way  of  talking  of  a  grave  and  reverend 
diaraflcr  was  polite  or  decent  ? 

Mr.  ERSKINE  faid,  it  was  afuppofition  that  Dr.  Munro's  name 
was  fubfcribed  to  the  petition  which  he  held,  which,  thcni^  it  had 
not  the  weight  of  his  name»  had  7  or  8000  names  of  great  rdpcc* 
fability.  He  was  forry,  however,  that  another  celebrated  Dodor 
of  the  flme  name  was  not  now  living  in  England,  to  cure  the  Mi- 
nifters  of  their  madnefs,  in  pafling  thefe  bills  ihto  a  law. 
The  petition  was  read  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 
'  Mr.  Erfkine  then  prefented  petitions  from  Dundee  and  Eafl 
Monkton,  in  the  county  of  Lanark,  againft  the  bills;  and  Mr. 
Dundas  one  from  Edinburgh ;  and  Mr.  Wilberforce  one  bom  the 
county  of  York,  in  their  favour. 

Colonel  STANLEY  prefented  a  petition  from  Lancafliire,  fcr 
prohibitinj;  the  difllllation  of'molalTes. 

Mr.  HUSSEY  was  forry  He  had  not  been  in  the  Houfe  tbc  pre- 
ceding day,  when  tMe  order  for  the  third  reading  of  the  Diftilkry 
bill  was  read  and  poftponed ;  fince  the  third  reading  had  alrcadr 
been  delayed  a  fortnight,  and  the  bill  depending  from  the  third  of 
November,  fubje<Eled  the  Public  to  material  lofs  and  inconvenience. 
He  therefore  moved  the  order  of  the  day,  for  the  third  reading  of 
,  the  Diftillery  bill. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  wiflied  for  an  extenfion  of  time,  as  it 
tras  underftood  that  a  fpecies  of  molafles  might  be  ufed  for  AfKDa- 
tion,  which  was  not  applicable  to  the  food  of  men.  He  therefore 
propofed  next  Wednefday. 

Lord  SHEFFIELD  faid,  that  tlic  prohibition  of  the  diftillery 
of  molafles,  fhould  be  limited  to  thofe  made  in  Great  Britain,  not 
a  fifth  part  of  which  was  confumed  as  food.  It  was  perfe£Qy  eafy 
to  diftinguilh  between  them  and  Weft-India  molafles  ;  die  httcr 
was  drained  from  the  mufcovado  fugaf,  the  former  from  the  refined 
fugar :  but  if  it  fhould  be  found  difficult,  the  Weft-India  vacbSa 
might  be  followed  by  a  permit,  a^  in  the  cafeof  fpirits.  30O9OOO 
puncheons  of  molafTcs  might  eafily  be  had  in  the  return  tianfports 
from  the  Weft  Indies,  which  would  peld  upwards  of  three  miUiom 
of  gallons  of  fpirits,  and  produce  an  excife  duqr  of  upwards  of 
8oo,oool. 
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We  mig^t  thus  fave  our  diftilleries,  -our  revenuci  ^nd  a  laige 
fum,  iKrhich  wquM  otherwife  be  paid  to  foreigners  for  fpirits. 

Mr*  Huflcy,  General  Tarlcton,  and  Colonel  Stanley  contended, 
that  the  diltillation  (hould  be  j>rohibited  frotp  all  molaflfes ;  and 
General  Tarlcton  and  Alderman  Newnham  declared,  that  no  Weft- 
India  molafles  were  ever  imported  into  this  ifland. 

Lord  SHEFFIELD  anfwered,  that  he  was  fony  the  gentlemen 
had  not  informed  themfelves  better ;  that  a  quantity*  not  incohfi- 
derabic,  was  imported :  however,  it  never  was  ufed  as  the  food 
of  man,  being  acid,  and  of  a  very  different  nature  from  Britifh  mo* 
laflfes,  or^  as  we  call  them,  treacle;  that  a  large  quantity  would 
be  imported  as  foon  as  the  diftillation  of  other  articles  was  prohi- 
bited: and,  he  obferved,  that  the  petitions  which  the  gentlemen 
referred  to,  only  prayed  that  the  diftillery  from  BritiQi,  ^and  not 
Weft- India  molafles,  (hould  be  prevented. 

It  was  then  agreed,  that  the  prohibition  (hould  only  extend  to 
Briti(h  wxAzffcs,  and  that  the  bill  (hould  be  forwarded  as  quick  as 
pofTible. 

Alderman  NEWNHAM  thought  the  reafon  alledgcd  for  delay 
infufficient,  as  at  prefent  no  ibreign  treacle  was  imported,  at  leaft 
into  the  port  of  Ix>ndon.  If  it  was  imported  into  the  port  of  Brif« 
tol,  the  noble  Lord  beft  knew,  but  he  (hould  have  ftated  the  fa6t 
if  it  were  fo.  By  the  delay  that  was  propofed,  a  coniiderable  con-; 
fumption  of  that  article  would  take  place,  as  the  diftilleries  were 
ufitig  great  quantities  of  that  article  every  day  ;  and  this  farther  in- 
convenience would  arife,  that  as  the  ufe  of  potatoes  were  alfo  pro-, 
hibited  by  this  bill,  in  delaying  it,  that  article  would  likewife  be 
confumed  in  great  quantities  by  diftillers,  which,  conftdering  the 
late  great  rife  in  the  price  of  that  very  ufcful  article  of  food,  was  a . 
very  ferious  confideration.  For  thefc  reafons,  he  (hould  oppofc  tlie 
amendment. 

Mr.  HUSSEY  attributed  the  rife  in  the  price  of  potatoes,  to  the 
prefent  ufe  of  them  in  diftilleries,  and  on  that  account  thought  that 
it  would  be  more  advifeable  to  pafe  the  bill,  with  the  exception  of 
foreign  treacle,  than  from  the  prefent  uncertainty  concerning  that 
article,  admit  of  farther  delay,  whereby  the  confumption  of  pota- 
toes and,  Engliih  treacle  was  fo  much  increafed  \  h;  therefore  meant 
to  propofe  it,  if  he  heard  no.objedion. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  conceived,  that  all  the  obje<fls  would  be 
obtained  by  having  the  bill  read  a  third  time  on  Monday,  inftead 
ofWednefday. 

Mr.  FOX  thought, that  it  would  be  better  to  pafs  the  bill  without 
delay,  in  order  to  check  the  confumption  of  treacle  and  potatoes  im« 
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mediafibly  ;  and  if  the  inquiries  (hould  turn  oiKa^ga^domea  leemcd 
to  expcA,  a  fubfoquent  bill  might  be  brought  in  to  pennit  the  iA 
of  foreign  treacle. 

After  a  few  obfervations  from  two  or  three  other  gentlemen,  thii 
propofition  was  approved  of,  the  amendnncnt  withdrawn,  aad  the 
bill  read  a  third  time.  After  which  a  claufe  was  propofed  to  be 
added,  the  confideration  of  which  was  pof^poned  till  to-morrow. 

The  order  of  the  day,  for  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  for  tte 
fafety  of  His  Majeftv's  pcrfon  and  Government,  being  read, 

Mr.  HARRISON  rofe  and  declared,  that  he  dioi^t  the  hT. 
fo  ffir  from  giving  any  protc<Sion  to  die  King,  would  more  cxpo&c 
him  to  treafon ;  and  again,  he  thought  it  unfuttafole  and  unfit  to  i>- 
prive  the  fuhjefls  of  the  liberties  they  have  lb  long  enjoyed.  Thcrs 
were  two  dilVm^t  queftions — firft,  were  the  laws  refpc.3^ng  ertalbn 
infuflicicnt  ?  And  were  the  laws  inadequate  to  the  prevention  €^'  fe- 
dition  ?  The  moft  refpcdable  and  learned  lawycw  were  dear  that 
the  laws  were  fully  ftrong  to  meet  all  poffible  circumftances.  WouIJ 
then  the  Houfe  agree  to  an  z&  that  went  to  fpecify  new  crimes,  ini 
enforce  new  putliihmcnts  ?  But  ouglit  not  gentlemen  firft  to  inu  Jrc 
what  fort  of  a  gaard  the  a6t  would  con(titJte  for  the  Sovere^ '  Ic 
Would  tncrely,  he  feared, ^tend  to  (how  His  Majefly  in  an  odiotis 
light ;  as  it  would  die  with  him,  and  was  thotfght  unneccflbrT  fnir 
die  proteftion  of  future  Kings.  It  was  a  libel  on  His  Majc*Vi 
virtues— it  was  a  lih^^l  on  the  loyil  aflRclioa^  of  his  people.  The 
true  "fafety  of  a  Kin^:  wis  centered  in  the  afFcclioiis  of  his  people ; 
and  fuch  afFc^^ion  His  Mijefty  -^njoy^d,  if  his  fubjeds  did  nx 
tnlnsfcr  to  h^^n  tiny  of  the  oJianri  due  to  a  moft.  unpopular  Ad- 
inlniftration.  He  trufted  the  Country  would  difticiguiili,  as  they 
were  in  duty  bojnd,  between  an  aniiahle  Monarch  and  a  bad  Mi nH"- 
tiy  —He  rrurted  all  the  odium  would  be  confioed  to  Minifkn, 
who  reduced  the  nation  to  the  mod  diftrefling  and  alarming 
fituation. 

If  gentlemen  contemplated  the  awful  circumibnce  of  theoounrrr, 
and  Compared  it  with  what,  it  might  have  been,  had  Minifbis  done 
their  duty,  what  a  gloomy  profpcct  prcfifntcd  itfelf !  Had  we  lived 
in  the  enjoyment  of  the  blciTmgs  of  peace,  the  national  debt  had 
been  greatly  reduced  inftead  of  being  immoderately  incrcafed. 
What  were  the  confcqucnccs  of  thefe  military  operations  ?  AU  tbc 
neceifaries  of  life  were  fo  dear,  that  nearly  a  famine  had  been  pro- 
duced. Still  Miniftcrs  proceeded  in  the  fame  deftrudive  path,  and 
aggravated  the  diftrefs  of  the  country  by  loans  and  new  burdens* 
If  the  prefent  extraordinary  loan  had  not  been  made  previous  to  His 
Majefty's  meffage,  it  had  been  made  on  terms  infinttdy  better  for 
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ho  countiy:     Minifttrs  ihould  know,  that  one  cjrafe  of  the  difaf- 
re<5tion  of  the  people  was  the  extravagant  accumulation  of  places 
ind  penfions  to  their  favourites  and  hirelings.     On  this  he  would 
not  dwelly  as  he  would  make  a  dtftind  propofitron  on  fome  futui^ 
time  on  this  fubje6^.     An  honourable^ Baronet  (Sir  William  Pulte- 
ney)  faid,  in  arguiag  for  the  other  bill,  that  there  could  be  no  evil 
£n  paflfmg  it  while  the  liberty  of  the  prefs  was  fafe.    But  would  not 
the  enaflment  of  this,  he  a(kedy  defiroy  the  liberty  of  the  prefs  ?  the 
sil>ufe$  of  which  had  already  been  punifhed  bytheexifting  laws  with 
great  feverity.     And  as  for  trifling  abufes,  he  obferved,  there  is  no 
privilege  without  them.    Let  the  exifting  laws  punifh  the  licentiouf- 
x>ef»of  the  day,  but  do  not  take  away  privileges  necelTary  to  the  ex- 
iftence  of  the  Conftitution.     It  was  impolTible  to  look  on  the  bill 
before  the  Houfe,  and  not  to  be  ftruck  with  horror.     After  the  en* 
aAment  of  it,  no  one  was  fafe  in  his  ownf^Houfe :  If  he  wrote  or 
did  any  thing  that  might  be  tortured  into  acontempt  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  was  betrayed  by  even  his  own  domedics,  he  would  be 
fubje^t  to  all  the  penalties  of  the  a£t :  If  even  two  falfe  witneiTes 
informed  againft  him,  he  might  be  condemned.     Peopl^  after  the 
palling  of  the  bills,  would  not  be  able  to  fpeak  freely  of  their  hard- 
ships.    Such  was  the  feverity  of  its  ena£lments,  that  people  could 
not  give  vent  to  a  murmur  at  the  xnoA  arbitrary  treatment.     If  the 
hiftoiy  and  annals  of  the  world  were  confulted,  the  impolicy  of  fuch 
horrid  reftiaints  would  plainly  appear.  In  Governments  which  had 
recourfe  to  fuch  opprefiive  meafures,  the  moft  violent  convulfions 
happened.     The  bills  were  introduced,  he  faid,  without  any  proof 
whatever  of  their  neceffity,  and  they  had  no  other  foundation  than 
a  wanton  extcnfion  of  undefined  and  conftrudive  treafon,  which  our 
anceAors  had  fo  wifely  taken  care  to  guard  againft.     He  could  not, 
therefore,    iatisfy  his  own  mind  without  a  public  proteft  againft 
them. 

Alderman  NE WNHAM  faid,  that  after  all  the  difcuffion  which 
had  taken  place  on  former, nights,  he  would  merely  detain  the  Houfe 
with  a  few  words.  Left  he  (hould  be  condemned  for  want  of  firm- 
nefsy  he^  would  not  give  a  filent  fupport  to.  the  bill.  He  always 
thouglht  there  was  great  danger  from  the  exiftence  of  fedition  and 
treafonh-— he  always  thought  that  this  fedition  and  treafon  was  In- 
o eafed  and  circulated  in  the  fpeeches  and  libels  of  the  focieties.  He 
fupported  Adminiftration.in  the  war  ;  and  he  did  fo,  bccaufe,  in  his 
hfxiotir  and  confcience,  he  believed  war  nccetfary,  and  unavoidable. 
The  beft  reafon'fi>r  Xuppoitir^  the  bill  before  the  Houfe*  was,  tlie 
laiii  outnig^  on  His  Majefty.     Was  not  fuch  a  mcafure  necedaxy, 

4Ua 
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wH^n  a  Kingy  the  moft  diftinguiQicd  for  amiable  and  mild  liitne^ 
was  attacked  ;— a  King,  who,  he  would  {slj  widi  the  Poet— » 

*^  H^th  borne  his  faculties  fo  meek,  hath  been 

**  So  clear  in  his  high  office,  tha.t  his  Tirtuet 

^*  Would  plead,  like  angels  trumpet-tongued,  againft 

**  The  deep  damnation  of  his  taking  off," 

All  the  publications  of  the  focieties  went  to  do  away  the  mo- 
narch/, and  both  Houfes  of  Parliament ;  for  if  annual  parliamenci 
and  untverfal  fufFrage  took  place,  the  deftrudion  of  the  throe  brandies 
of  the  Conftitution  muft  foon  follow.  They  might  as  well  fay  Aej 
would  turn  out  all  the  Members  of  that  Houfe.  Such  was  the  fublk 
opinion  which  he  had  long  entertained.  He,  in  honour  and  consci- 
ence, believed  fome  ftrohg  nieafure  ncceffary  to  ft^m  the  tuirenc  o! 
licentioufnefs  and  anarchy  ;  and  he  was  firee  to  fay  as  to  thinks  thai 
the  prefcnt  meafure  was  not  ftronger  than  necefTar)*.  The  laws  rt- 
fpedling  treafon  were  not  clear  and  defined  ;  and  that  )m11  went  to 
define  and  explain  them.  Thus  proteflion  would  be  given  to  the 
Sovereign  ;  and  this  gentlemen  ought  to  give  with  hand  and  heart. 
The  honourable  gentleman  was  (hocked  at  the  diftrefs  of  the  poor,  as 
if  all  were  owing  to  the  war.  That  fome  part  of  thefe  diftirfles  n^t 
be  owing  to  the  war,  was  certain  ;  but  that  moft  of  them  wcie  dse 

.  cflTeA  of  other  unforefeen  and  unavoidable  caufes,  could  not  be  de- 
nied. Gentlemen  laid  the  whole  blame  of  this  to  Govcnnnent ; 
the  Government  had  doite  every  thing  poflible  for  the  amdioratian 
of  things  ;  betides,  never  were  fuch  great  contributions  made  to  al- 

.  leviate  the  difbefies  of  the  lower  ranks.  If  the  people  were  diflatis- 
fied,  their  minds  wero  ftill  more  irritated  by  the  infinuadonsof  evil- 
minded  men,  who  endeavoured  to  prove  to  them,  that  all  their  ca- 
lamities were  owirig  to  the  war.  Artful  men  were  bafied  in  (fif- 
feminating  their  poifon ;  znA  the  mifchief  ought  to  be  prevented 
before  it  was  too  late. 

Sir  WILLIAM* PULTENEY  rofe  in  reply  to  whacftll  from 
Mr.  Harrifon  refpe6ting  the  fupport  he  gave  the  odicr  bill.  He 
then  certainly  maintained,  that  no  evil  could  arife  from  the  pdfiif 
of  the  UIl,  while  the  liberty  of  the  prefs  ended.  He  was  free  to 
fay  the  fame  of  the  prcfent ;  for  what  did  the  bill  do  ?  It  merely 
punifhed  the  fame  offences  diflferently :  what  was  before  paniihable, 
in  the  fecond'  inflance  was  now  in  a  greater  dc^gree  pumffuble.  Was 
this  changing  crimes  or  punilhments,  otherwife  than  by  atlachii^ 
(t)C  penalties  of  law  more  immediatdy  to  innovators  and  lefiMnners 
who  wilhed  to  overturn  the  Conftitution  and  Governniem?  He 

'  thought  the  laws  of  the  country  would  not  be  in  the  l^ift  <altcx«^ 
tat  that  the  exiiting  laws  would  be  better  defined,  and  in  confe- 
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qucnce  better  inferced. '   The  honourable  gentleman  Hated,  that 
peifons  would  be  endangered  by  fuch  a  law-— that  falfe  witnelTes 
cnij^t  put  their  life  and  charader  in  peril.     But  was  not  this  the 
cafe  with  the  laws  in  being  ?  People  often  fuflered  by  &lfe  witneflfes. 
Such  aiguments  applied  equally  the  fame  in  cafes  of  murder.     But 
^were  not  thefe,  like  all  other  laws,  to  be  1^  to  the  decifion  of  ju« 
ries.     There  was  nothing  new  introduced  by  ihe  bill  that  was  not 
in  force  for  three  hundred  years,  except  one  material  provifion. 
The  bill  merely  defined  the  law  of  Edward  III. ;  and  all  the  altera- 
tion was,  making  a  confpiracy  to  levy  war,  treafon.     This  regu- 
lation was  wanted  in  the  prefent  day  to  retrain  the  fedition  afloat 
in  the  country.     He  wiflied  to  have  fuch  confpiracy  of  levying  war 
rendered  tmfonable,  as  the  dire£t  attack  on  the  King,  for  it  was 
equally  deffaruAive  to  the  monarchy. 

Goieral  TARLETON  remarked^  that,  when  the  b^ws  had  hi- 
therto been  fufficient  for  the  happinefs^  profperity,  and  freedom  of 
the  people,  it  was  their  duty  to  inquire  what  were  the  grounds  for 
Che  intfoduAion  of  thefe  bills. — ^The  grounds  he  dated  to  be,  tfit 
continuance  of  the  war  and  the  acquittals  at  the  Old  Bailey.  By 
the  firft  the  price  of  every  article  has  increafed ;  he  inftanced  breads 
foap,  and  candles,  in  particular,  which  had  an  efFodi:' op  more  than 
feven  millions  of  people.  That  this  was  the  caufe  of  difoontent  on 
one  part,  and  appreheniion  on  the  other.  Could  any  gentlen^an 
deny  that  any  temporary  odium  againft  monarchy  muft  proceed  fifom 
thenar,  who  confidered  the  aflfedHon  and  enthufiafm  that  prevailed 
at  His  Majefly's  recovery  ?  A  noble  Lord  (Momington)  had  {aid, 
diat  die  war  was  ru>t  unpopular  t  But  all  ^'ars  muft  be  unpopular. 
Were  not  this  the  cafe,  the  ambition  of  Kings,  and  the  wickednefs 
of  Miniflers,  had  long  fince  depopulated  the  globe.  As  to  France, 
he  infifted  that  it  was  the  defpotifm  of  the  monarchy  of  France, 
and  the  confederacy  of  Kings,  to  whom  we  owed  fuch  monfters  as 
Danton,  Marat,  Hebert,  and  Roberfpierre,  who  had  glutted  their 
hands  with  the  blood  of  the  people.  He  faid,  that  whilft  Minifters 
were  plarming  expeditions,  and  forging  affignats,  they  had  forgot 
the  ftory  of  the  belly  and  Tts  members,  nor  recoUedled  that  famine 
overthrows  ruture.  The  minor  caufe  of  the  bills  was  the  acquittals. 
Treafon,  he  remarked,  was  ufually  fuch  a  flagrant  crime  that  it  be- 
trayed itfelf ;  but  then  the  honourable  and  learned  gentleman  oppo- 
site could  hardly  make  the  cafe  out  in  nine  hours.  He  concluded 
by  reminding  them,  that  the  end  of  a  pilot  is  a  profperous  voyaget 
the  end  of  a  phyficlan  is  the  health  of  his  patieilt,  the  end  of  a  Ge- 
neral is  a  vidory,  and  the  end  of  a  ftatefman  Is  to  promote  the  hap- 
pincb,  profperity,  and  freedom  of  his  country. 
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Mr<:  WESTERN  felt  die  ucmoft-faorror  and  indfentieo 
the  biU,  and  repeated  the  obfervation,  that  the  extenfion  of  the 
pc^al  laws  aflbrds  the  leaft.protefKon  to  the  foveiesgn,  Gowinmmi, 
and  fobjec^.  This  bill,  fo  hr  from  tending  to  fecure  His  Ma)e%*s 
petfon  and  Governtnenty  would  Irave  a  oontrary  cSEo&,  and  yneiA 
lerve  torender  botbmore  precarious.  The  nearer  a  Kii^g  appfoadbes 
to  defp0ttfiBy  the  more  is  hss  perfonsd  danger  iocreafcd.  He  hoped 
bowevtr^  that  in  the  prefent  cafe  it  vffould  be  odierwife.  The  lnH» 
he  was  convinced^  vas  fubvcrfivd  of  die  fundamental  prndples  of 
the  Coiiftitution>  and  he  fhould  not  be  fony  to  foe  the  Sovrreigii 
give  his  negative  to  it.  He  always  thought  die  foveieigRs  beft  fe- 
purity  was  phccd  in  die  aflbcKons  of  his.fubjedls,  but  he  wondered 
how  that'fccurity  could  be  maintainedi  wtien,  in  addition  to  dieir 
hard  burdens  and  diftrefTes,  they  were  deprived  of  every  privilege  bf 
falfc  ftatemcnts,  or  mi(hken  pdicy.  The  bill  would  dq»rive  the 
pCQ^e  of  mutual  confidenoe  and  general  freedom,  while  it  would 
vender  the  crime  of  high  trealbn  vague  and  indefinite,  and  the  per- 
nio cf  His  Majefty  unfafe.  He  would  ufe  a  ftronger  argument  io 
fupport'  of  this  obfervation  than  any  of  his  own,  by  reading  an  ex- 
tract from.an  audior  of  great  weight,  which  as  fonably  applied  Q> 
the  pwfent  time  as  if  it  had  been  written  for  it.  The  cxtnA  was 
from  Swift's.  Polidcal  Creed. 

Mr.  Weftern  continued  by  aiking  whether  fpies  and  infannen 
were  proofs  of  the  fafety  of  a  Government,  or  ever  tended  to  moke 
it  mors  fecure  ?  and  whether  this  bill  would  not  ftrike  down  evoy 
harder  of  die  ConfHtution  which  had  been  ereded  fiiice  the  reign 
of  Edward  HI.  ? 

:  Mr.  R  BROWNE  diou^t  it  firange  diat  the  biU  flioidd  be 
accufcd  of  rendering  the  law  of  treafon  uncertain,  when  it  was 
calculatccLfo  make  it  clear.  Far  from  incrtafing  the  affi:£Kon  of 
die  people,  he  believed  that  if  Hcs  Majcdy  did  not  give  his  ailiiar, 
that  he  would  alienate  the  affcSfions  of  a  very  great  majority  of  the 
people.  He  thought  that  the  authority  of  Swift  in  politics,  was 
one  that  the  Houfe  would  not  be  inclined  to  allow,  as. that  andior 
was  diitinguiihcd  as  a  fadHous  and  illiberal  writer  on  politics. 
Upon  the  whole  he  approved  ci  the  bill,  as  in  its  c^ienition  it  defi- 
ned the  prefent  law,  and  added  a  more  fevere  punifliment  to  a  crime 
that  required  in  thcfe  times  effofHve  control.  He  thou^c  it  cal- 
culated to  calm  the  agitadon  of  the  public  mind,  by  givii^  the  Ma- 
giftrate  a  power  to  apprdiend  people  for  a6ling  agiinft  the  laws<f 
-the  country.  The  mcie  enaifhnent  of  the  bills,  he  thoi^ghty  wtadd 
b^vt  fuch  an  effed,  -that  there  would  be  littl/e  occafion  for  the  ifli- 
t^ercncc  of  the  Magifttate. 
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Mr.  M.  ROBINSON  thought  it  degnuiiDg  to  His  Majefty  to 
attempt,  as  the  .honoutable  gendetilaki  who  fpoke  lall  had,  to  de- 
prive htm  of  the  priviiege  of  giving  his  negative  to  the, bill.  All 
fhofe  who  thought  fKghtiy  of  Swift's  political  charader,  he  recom«- 
mended  to  p^nife  Dn^ier's  letters,  from  which  they  mi^t  collet 
his  true  charafter.  He  profefled  the  highcft  rcfpcvS  for  the  private 
charadter  of  the  honourable  gentleman  who  fpoke  laft,  but  in  that 
lioufe  he  certainly  was  diftinguiftied  for  carrying  his  arguments  far- 
ther againft  the  Conftitution  than  other  gentlemen.  He  difappro*  " 
ved  highly  of  the  bill,  and  thought  that  the  guillotine  itfelf,  if  it 
were  eredted  in  this  countr)',  would  nor  occafiori  more  terror  ;  but, 
if  the  Minifter  imagined  that  it  would  produce  the  efFcft  he  deiired, 
and  fupprefs  the  voice  of  the  people,  he  muft  fay  that  he  knew  very 
little  of  the  temper  of  the  people  or  the  Conftitution  of  the  country. 

Mr.  BOU  VERIEhad  been  friendlv  to  the  bill,  bccaufehe  thought 
it  at  this  time  neccflary,  but  he  would  not  fubfcribe  to  the  opinion 
of  his  honourable  friend,  that  it  was  not  an  eHtenfion  of  the  laws  of 
trcafon,  for  he  thought  it  was,  and  for  that  very  rcafon  introduced, 
tliough  he  was  very  glad  to  fay  but  for  a  (hort  time.   . 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  rofe,  and  animadverted  very  warmly  on  the 
TeflG<^pns  thrown  out  by  an  lionourable  gentleman  (Mr.  I.  H. 
Browne)  on  EXean  Swift ;  and  (aid,  that  gentleman  had  confined 
his  whole  argument  to  reviling  the  charad^er  and  memory  of  that 
great  man.  The  Houfc,  he  was  fure,  would  pardon  an  hereditary 
refpect  for  that  illuftrious  divine  and  phllofopher.  'But  it  was  not 
merely  from  that  motive,  but  from  refpcet  to  truth,  he  now  took 
up  the  point ;-  (ox  furely,  every  one  would  agree  with  him,  that 
there  never  was  a. man  who,  with  a  more  firm  and  manly  fpirit  of 
^tt^chmcnt  to  the  rights  of  mankind,  maintained  the  caufe  of  free* 
dom,  or  merited  the  tribute  of  gratitude  ;  and  he  declared  he  never 
heard  a  paflfage  more  applicable  to  the  prefent  times,  than  that  quo- 
ted by  his  honourable  friend  (Mr.  Weftcm.)  That  the  Dean  wa^ 
no  flatterer  of  great  men,  that  he  had  fown  the  feeds  of  refiirm  in 
the  flate,  and  that  the  whole  body  of  Court  corruption  had  been  the 
objed.of  his  a^ck,  was  much  to  his  honour.  He  was  not  furpiifed 
that  thofe  who  diought  improvident  loans  and  corrupt  Courts  were 
ufeful  to  the  Conftitution,  (hould  hold  the  memory  of  Swift  in  ab^ 
horrence.  .He  recolledled,  though  perhaps  imperfedly,  ibme  lines 
of  a  poem,  called  the  '<  Libel  on  the  Rev.  Dr.  Delaney,  and  his 
Exodlency  Lord  John  Carteret,"  where  De^  Swift  fuppofo  iti 
Ireland,  for  no  fuch  thing  could  liappen  here,  thait  a  Minifter  cornea 
with  a  budg^  fiSl  of  rewards  for  thofe  who  fupport  him,  whiob. 
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though  of  courfe  not  applicable  now,  might  (hew  what  the  convptm 
of  loans  and  budgets  were  in  Dean  Swift's  time. 

He  fays,  after  fuppofing  that  a  gentleman  who*  pays  hts  oocot 
to  a  Minifter,  muft  perform  actons  contrary  to  bis  difpofition, 
like  the  avenging  angel  in  Mr.  Addifon's  admired  fiimle,  wliidi 
he  repeats, 

**  1*11  lend  you  an  allufion  fitter, 

Though  flatt'ring  knayes  may  call  it  bitter  ; 
Which,  if  you^dui  ft  but  give  it  place. 
Would  fhew  you  many  a  flatefman's  face.'* 

"  So  to  effcdt  his  Monarch's  ends, 
**  From  hell  a  viceroy  devil  alcends  : 
**  His  budget  with  corruptions  cramm'd, 
*'  The  contributions  of  the  damn*d  ; 
^'  Which  with  unfparing  hand  he  throws 
*'  Through  courts  and  ^nates  as  he  goes ; 
•*  And  then  at  Belzebub's  black-hall, 
**  Complains  his  budget  was  too  ftnali." 

That  a  man  who  had  fo  expreflfed  his  abhorrence  of  oomiption 
(hould  be  deteiled  by  the  abettors  of  that  corruption,  was,  be  le- 
peated^  not  at  all  aftonifhing. 

Mr.  Sheridan  fufpedled  that  there  had  been  a  fimtlar  ftxcwitf 
of  favours  here,  and  that  the  honourable  gentleman  t^ipoGce  had 
come  in  for  his  (hare,  thoi^h  he  certainly  would  not  prefume  10 

fay 

**  From  budgets  with  corruptions  cramm*d, 
*'  The  contributions  of  the  damn*d." 

He  did  notwifh  to  enter  much  into  the  fubjeAof  die  bQIthea 
before  the  Houfe,  becaufe  it  dio  not  warrant  much  comments  The 
attempt  upon  His  Majefty  was  (imply  the  pretext  and  flalking  horie 
for  the  intnx!tii51ion  of  it,  as  there  were  certainly  provi(ions  enow 
for  the  protedlion  of  his  perfon  before,  and  except  the  daufe  which 
conftirutes  the  overawing  of  Parliament  treafon,  there  was  no  new 
treafon.  .  If  this  law  had  been  cna£ted  fometinrKago,  he  obfenred, 
that  the  leading  part  of  adminiflration  would  have  been  tranfporfcd, 
and  indeed  he  was  forry  for  the  country's  fake  that  it  had  not.  '  To 
(late  this  more  clearly,  would  any  one  deny  this  propofitkxit  diat 
when  Mr.  Pitt,  in  conjuhdlion  with  the  Duke  of  Richmond  and 
Mr.  Horhe  Tooke,  (tgned'  the  refolutions  at  the  Thatched  Hoofe 
for  a  plan  of  Parliamentary  Reform,  wherein  he  rcprcfcntcd  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  to  be  corrupt,  and  not  die  real  reprefentatioo 
of  the  people,  that  fuch  a  proceeding  might  have  a  tendency  to  (Hr 
up  the  people  to  tlie  hatred  axid  contempt  of  the  Government  ?  Ht 
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mrouldafk  the  honourable  gentleman  whether  the  principles  of  Mn 
Reeves's  book  were  not  calculated  to  fiir  up  hatred  and  contempt 
sigainft  the  ConfKtution^  and  whether  the  punilhroent  pronounced 
in  this  bill  would  be  too  kvcrt  upon  %n  r  But  any  attempt  to  un->^ 
maik  the  corruptions  of  Government  and  defeds  of  our  Conditutionj 
iT^as  the  evil  whidi  Minifters  withed  to  guard  againft  )  and  the  real 
objed  of  the  bill  went  <to  fay,  that  the  queftton  of  a  Reform  in  Par- 
liament and  exiiling  abufes  mud  no  longer  be  difcuflfed.     As  to 
any  gentleman's  fuggefting  to  advifc  His  Majefty  to  giv(;  a  nt^tive  td 
the  bllli  from  an  apprehenfion  that  the  pafling  of  it  would  excite 
the  refifiancc  of  the  country*  and  lead  to  actual  convulfion,  and 
excite  a  doubt  whether  he  might  not  thereby  violate  the  conditions  of 
his  fwaying  the  Briti(h  fceptre ;  for  his  own  part,  he  confidered  that 
this  would  be  a  laudable  interference  on  the  part  of  fome  great  he- 
reditary counfellor,  and  would  entitle  him  to  immortal  honour; 
Were  His  Majefty  but  to  fay  rn  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  "  I  will  coa- 
Uder/'  fLe  Rot  adviftra)  he  might  difmifs  his  guards,  and  return 
ivith  the   gratitude  of  thoufands  of  his  fubjeds.     Mr.  Sheridan 
faid  he  wi(hed  to  move  an  amendment  to  the  claufe  (p.  3.)   which 
fays,  that  '*  if  stny  perfon  within  that  part  of  Great  Britain  called 
England  ihall,  &c.  by  leaving  out  the  words,  **  that  part  of  Greai 
Britain  called  England  \*'  when  the  right  honourable  Secretary  Aated, 
that  he  never  Aopd  fo  high  with  his  countrymen,  (and  he  wifhed 
him  an  opportunity  of  (landing  dill  higher)  and  tliat  they  were  loya)^ 
and  not  tainted  with  the  fame  feditious  fpirit  as  in  England  ;  and 
alfo,  that  not  one  hundredth  part  of  the  danger  exifted  now^  which 
did  in  179a;  he  would  afk,  whether  Parliament  ought  not  (o  ex^ 
tend  the  merciful  operation  of  this  Xz^^  to  his  countrymen  in  the 
North,  and  whether  he  could  oppofe  any  fuch  amendment  ?      ifi 
the  Scotch  courts,  the  fentence  for  fedition  was  unlimited  (fourteert 
years  had  been  pronounced)  this  bill  made  it  feven  years  for  the  fe- 
cond  offence. 

Mr.  JENKINSON  rofe  to  exprefs  his  approbation  of  the  bills 
that  had  given  rife  to  fo  much  warmth  of  debate,  and  fo  much  afpe- 
rity  of  animadverlion*  In  whatever  light  other  gentlemen  miglit 
view  thefe  meafures,  he  could  not  but  regard  them  as  wife,  prudent, 
and  falutary  and  loudly  and  urgently  called  for  by  the  neceflify  of 
the  times.  That  inflammatory  a^nd  feditious  doctrines  were  daily 
preached  up  and  induftroufly  dilTeminated,  every  one  muft  be  con- 
vinced, who  trufted  to  the  teftimony  of  his  ears  or  eyes  ;  and  be- 
tween the  propagators  of  thefe  dodirines  and  the  nefarious  outr^ige 
ofiered  to  the  facred  perfon  of  His  Mstjefty,  it  was  hard  to  fay  that 
no  connexion  at  all  exifttd  v  for  all  the  circumftanccs  which  ae4 
Vot.  XLIIL  4X 
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eompanled  that  foul  attempt  went  evidently  to  piore  that  it  was 
prcvioufly  planned  and  pre-concerted. 

Mr.  Jenkinfon  referred  tothe  particulars  of  the  evidence  that 
had  heed  given  in  the  other  Houfe  refpeding  the  craniaAjon. 
The  crowd  that  purfued  His  Majefty's  coach  to  the  Houfe  of  Lords 
were  obfervcd  to  afl  in  concert,  and  the  veiy  fame  peribns  were  aHb 
obforved  to  follow  His  Majefty  (tt>m  the  Houfe,  and  repeatedly  to 
cry  out—"  Down  with  George  !  No  King!*'  while  they  threw, 
not  onei  but  feveral  (tones  at  the  carriage.  The  iburce  of  this 
outrageous  and  criminal  behaviour  he  would  not  pretend  to  trace 
back  immediately  to  Copenhagen  Houfe ;  but  well  was  he  wairanted 
to  fay,  that  the  inflammatory  language  held  forth  at  thefe  meet- 
ings, was  at  leafl  the  remote  caufe'of  the  infult  whtdi  every  gpod 
fubjeA  mud  lament  and  execrate ;  and  of  which  no  example  had 
been  witnefled  in  thisxountry  iince  the  Revolution,  except  by  the 
hands  of  ^  lunatic. 
,  That  the  meafures  now  under  difcuflion  were  auftere  in  their 
afjpeA,  and  threatened  to  be  rigorous  in  their  operations^  he  would 
not  deny  i  but  ihould  there  arife  any  crime  peculiar  to  the  time^ 
both  wifdom  and  policy  would  prefcribe  the  ena£tment  of  fomc 
feverer  laws  than  were  ufually  and  in  ordinary  times  to  be  icforted 
to.  Sedition,  Mr.  Jenkinfon  contended,  was  the  retgi\tng  crime 
of  thefe  days  ;  and  to  check  this  crime  and  dodrines  that  provoked 
it,  fenfible  he  was  that  fome  additional  punifhment  (hould  be  held 
out  in  ierrwem. 

But  the  bill  was  not  of  that  very  rigorous  and  relentleis  feventr 
which  it  wasreprefented  \o  be ;  it  enaAed  no  puniihroent  on  ths 
fird  offence,  nor  was  the  offender  liable  to  its  provifions,  unlefs  con* 
vided  by  a  jury  of  the  fecond  offence.  Whoever  therefore  ww 
twice  convitfted  of  the  fame  crime,  might  juftly  be  deemed  and 
prohounced  a  hardened  i offender  in  the  fin  of  (edition,  aiKl  Ihould 
deferyedly  be  delivered  over  to  the  fate  which  his  incorrigible  oUH- 
nacy  juftified. 

Mr.  Jenkinfon  could  not  fee  why  the  previfions  of  itus  Hll 
Hiould  be  extended  to  Scotland,  as  feem&d  to  be  required  by  an  ho- 
,  nourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Sheridan). 

To  difcufs  the  nature  of  the  penal  code  that  exifled  in  that 
jcountry.  was  not  at  prefent  the  fubjefl  before  the  Houfe ;  but  evi* 
dent  it  was,  that  this  bill  could  iK)t  be  intioduced  into  Scotland, 
without  altering  the  whole  principle  of  the  Scotdi  law.  As  tt>  tfa« 
difference  in  the  magnirudc  of  danger  that  exifted  in  1792,  and  the 
prefent  time,  he  nearly  agreed  with  his  right  honourable  firicnd 
(Mr.  Dundas),  but  there  cxifled  a  fubfequent  period  flill  xoon 
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dangerous ;  he  meant  that  which  fucceeded  the  trialt  for  high  trea- 
ion.  Why  then  were  not  thefe  fcvere  ineafures  propofed  when  the 
clanger  feemed  fo  imminent  ?  Becaufc  the  danger  feeined  to  break, 
out  on  a  fudden,  and  was  not^  as  at  prefent,  regularly  and^fyftema-t^ 
tically  kept  up  and  hicretfed.  Therefore  more  lenient  meafuresf 
'^'cre  then  tried,  but  to  no  purpofe  :  the  evil  ftill  exiAed,  was  daily, 
increafing,  and  confequently  mud  be  checked  and  oKtinguiflied  by 
icvercr  and  more  efTedual  remedies. 

Mr.  JEKYLL  faid,  that  die  right  honourable  gentleman's  at- 
tempt to  deduce  from  the  evidence  of  the  Houfc  of  Lord's  conclu- 
fions  in  favour  of  the  neccffity^f  th^  prefent  bill,  had  forced  him  to- 
ri fe  and  offer  himfelf  to  the  attention  of  the  Houfe,  though  the  re-, 
ply  to- principles  fo  deceptive  (hould  have  fallen  to  the  lot  of  the 
right,  honourable  gentleman's  friend,  His  Majefty  s  Attorney  Ge-. 
nentli  who  ought  not  to  have  remained  (ilcnt,  as  .a>lawyer  and  z 
member  of  that  Houfe,  when  fuch  dodlrines  were  advanced.  Thefe 
obnoxious  meafutes  had  already  been  fo  ably  and  eloquently  oppofed 
that  all  he  had  to.ftudy  was  an  avoidance  of  tautology.     He  re« 
jetted  .thftt  an  horfourable  Serjeant,  a  learned  friend  of  his,  was  not 
in  the  Hpufe,  elfe,  upon  the  prefent  occafion,  he  would  certainly 
have  declared  what  was  his  opinion,  ths^t  the  mifcreant  who  had 
<lared  to  throw  a  (lone  ar  His  MajeAy,  was  clearly  guilty  of  hi^ 
treafon>  by  the  law  of  England. .    Hp  faid  he  would  repeat  the 
queftiOn  to  honourable  members  of  his  own  profeifton,  put  by  an 
honourable  friend  of  bis  (Mr^  Harrifon),    ''  Was  there  a  Crown 
**  lawyer  in  the  H9i^  th^  M^pi^ld  rife  and  fay,  that  for  the  various 
'<  crimes  ef.treafon,  fedition,  and  CDnfpiracy,  for  which  there  were 
^'  not  on  the  table  (latuteft  enading  an  appropriate  punifhqient  i  " 
Why  then  this  bill  ?  Wa&  there  need  for  any  nevf  law,  or  was  there 
need  to  h^ve  recourfe  to  the  evidence  taken  by  the  Houfo  of  Lords, 
to  .prove  a  ponfpiracy,  in.  CH'dcr  that  a  Jury  might  find  the  traitor 
guilty  ?    Such  a  confpiracy,  howevcr,^  was  not  i>eceffiiry,  by  the  law 
of  England,  to  prove  the  overt  aiSt  of  trcafon  ;  .and.  this  overt  a<3 
being  proved,  it  was  impodHble  not  to  find  the  author  of  fuch  overt 
a6^  guilty  of  high  treafon.     But  as  to  the  exiftence  of  a  confpiracy, 
or  a  conne6lion  between  theoutn^  offered  to  His  Majeity,  and  the 
focietieSjE  ib  much  reprobated,  no  proof  whatever  appeared.     The 
evidence  on  the  table  from  the  nobl^  Lords  contained  none  ;  nor 
had  fuch  a  connection  any  other  exiilencc  but  in  the  imaginations 
and  (iffpioioils  of  gentlemen  who  pretended  to.  be  alarmed.     Still 
however  new  laws  were  required,  though  no  new  crimes  could  be 
proved.     At  a  time,  (aid  Mr.  Jekyll,  when  tjiere  is  feated  on 
Che  thKMie  a  Monarch,  than  whom  no  Prince  was  ever  more,  fin* 
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IBcrely  or  more  generally  chcriflied  by  his  people.  But  this  aiFe^tion 
His  Majedy  might  exalt  into  an  ardent  homage,  he  would  almo^ 
6y,  adoration,  if  he  refufcd  his  royal  aflent  to  thcfc  bills,  to  which 
his  people  feemed  fo  averfe  ;  and  he  had  no  doubt  but  ftx:h  would 
be  His  Majcfty's  condu<SJ,  would  any  of  His  Majcfty  s  private  ad- 
vifers  have  the  candour  to  acquaint  him  widi  this  difappiT^Mciofi  cf 
his  fiibjedls.  With  rcfped  to  the  general  principle  of  the  bill,  he 
was  happy  that  it  had  fallen  to  his  lot  to  oppofe  it.  In  reply  to 
what  had  fallen  from  an  honourable  Baronet,  (Sir  W.  Pultaicy),  he 
would  afk  whether,  on  his  own  admtflion,  the  horrible  crew  of 
fjpies,  (alfe  witnefles  and  informers,  would  not  on  this  bill  be  muhi- 
plied  incalculably  ?  Mr.  Jekyll  then  reprobated  the  inlidious  in- 
firingemcnt  on  the  liberty  of  thepFcfs,  and  aflerted,  that  Rouflfeau, 
were  he  now  alive  in  this  countr}',  and  were  to  fend  the  two  focccf* 
five  publications  of  his  Social  ContraA  into  the  world,  mig^i  be 
tranfported.  Mr.  Hume,  for  his  idea  of  a  perfcS  commonweattb, 
rnight  have  been  fent  to  langui(h  with  Muir  and  Palmer  on  the 
defert  fliores  of  South  America.  He  was  extremely  fony  to  fee  the 
catalogue  of  capital  crimes,  and  ianguinary  punifliments,  fwdled  to 
fo  much  greater  a  bulk  than  they  formerly  Were.  An  incrcafeof 
the*  penal  code  of  any  country,  to  ufe  the  language  of  a  great 
writer,  fpokc  a  diftempcr  fn  the  State.  In  his  opink>n|  there  had 
bcen'of  late  no  want  of  cumulated  penalties.  He  a(ked  if  die  cu- 
inulatjve  punifhmcnt  of  Mr.  Wiiitcrbotham  for  the  two  oflences 
fa  five  years  imprifonment)  was  not  fufficient  without  tranipoita- 
tion  i  That  cafe  of  the  two  convi<3ions  was  almoft  the  only  felitary 
inftance  of  the  fort;  yet  now  a  journal  law  was  made  on  the  fubjefl. 
In  appealing  to  hiftory  Mr.  Jekyll  bqgged  the  Houfe  to  look  at  the 
cffed  of  fanguinary  laws  in  Roman  times  ;  under  their  Kings  va- 
rious werp  the  penal  enadlments ;  arid  how  long  did  the  kingly 
government  exiff  ?  The  Porcion  law  abrogated  their  bloody  infti- 
tutions,  and  the  Republic  fk>uri(hcd.  Thefc  inftitutions  wcrt 
received  under  the  Emperors,  an4  the  empire  fell.  Mr,  Jekyll 
remarked,  that  the  only  fyftem  now  purfucd  was  a  fyllem  of  delofion. 
His  Majefty's  Minifters  trufted  entirely  to  that  fyftcm  to  which 
they  had  uniformly  adhered,  l^hey  had  deluded  both  Houfes  of 
Parliament — they  had  deluded  tl«  people  at  large— and  now  diey 
Wifh  finally  to  delude  even  their  Sovcrign,  by  libelling  his  people, 
and  making  him  imagine  that  their  aflfeftions  and  loyalty  were 
ci^ranged  from  his  perfon.  But  the  hour,  he  hoped^  would  fooR 
arrive  when  all  thefe  ddufions  would  difappear,  and  the  roaft  be 
torn  from  the  face  of  the  deluders — then  (hould  they  meet. the 
puniftiment  they  fo  juftly  <Jcfcrvc~tben  only  (hould  the  people  U 
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requited  for  the  injuftice  they  fo  long  have  fuflfered,  .and  the  for- 
bearance they  have  fo  long  obfervcd.  Mr.  Jckyll  concluded  by  fey- 
ing,  that  he  could  not  but  make  this  lad,  though  indfodualy  effort 
againft  the  abominable^  fcandalous  and  infernal  bill$i  which  wei^ 
jull  on  the  eve  of  being  put  into  execution. 

Mr.  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  began  by  animadverting  on 
the  concluding  expreffions  of  the  laft  fpeakerj      Was  it  oonfiftent 
ivith  the  dignity  of  Parliament  ?     Was  it  coniiftent  with  what  the 
honourable  and  learned  gentleman  owed  to  himfelf,  to  apply  a  lan- 
guage fo  coarfe  and  ftrong  to  two  bills,  one  of  which  had  already  fe*T 
cei ved  the  fanftion  of  the  Houfe ;  and  the  other  was  now  in  the  ad- 
vanced (lage  of  its  third  reading  i     Surely  the  epithets  of  **  fcandal- 
ous" and  **  infernal''  were  too  foul  to  be  predicated  of  any  meafure 
cf  that  Houfe,  and  favoured  too  much  of  the  language  which  it  was 
at  prefent  the  faihion  to  hold  out  of  doors.     He  could  not  but  be 
ftirprifed  to  fee  gentlemen  afFcd  to  know  nothing  of  the  focieties  that 
caufed  fuch  juft  alarms,  or  of  the  pernicious  dodlrines  they  propaga- 
ted and  taught ;    efpecially  after  fuch  convincing  evidence  had  46 
repeatedly  been  given  that  fuch  was  the  tendency  of  their  principles 
and  proceedings.     Could  their  innocence  be  proved,  and  that  the 
prefent  meafures  were  not  ncceffary,  he  would  be  one  of  the  firft  tx> 
refift  thofe  very  meafures,  which  he  now  felt  it  his  duty  taiecom-' 
mend  and  fupport.     But  the  complexion  and  temper  of  the  time* 
ui^ntly  called  for  meafures  of  this  nature,  and  by  candid  minds 
they  would  be  found  nothing  more  than  judicial  expofitions  of  ther 
legiflative  aA,  the  flatute  of  Edward  III.     Nor  could  any  lawyer 
£iy  that  thefe  ads  went  farther  than  that  flsitute ;  for  tiy  them  it  was 
only  made .  more  explicit  and  defined  ;  and  this  parliamentary  de« 
daration,  to  (hew  what  the  law  is,  was  wife  and  neceflary,  as  the 
fubjeds  of  the  kingdom  ou^t  to  know,  and  perfedly  underfland^ 
that  the  law  of  treafon,  and  all  the  found  and  wholefome  lawsof 
the  country  were  Impartially  dealt  out  to  them,  efpecially  (liofe  on 
which  their  lives  depend.     He  next  took  a  view  of  the  different 
political  %cieties,  and  of  the  fource^  fix>m  whence  they  ^vung. 
France  and  French  principles  he  looked  upon  as  thdr  fruitftil  pa- 
rent.    Hence  the  mother  focieties;  hence  all  the  affiliated  ones  dot 
i]>read  over  the  whole  furfoce  of  the  country.     The  engines  they 
employed  to  difFufe  their  principles,  were  libels,  feditious  meetings, 
and  die  propagation  of  an  idea  that  their  numbers  were  immenfe ;  at 
one  time  that  they  amounted  to  300,000 ;  at  another  they  (bted 
themfelves  as  forming  the  majority  of  the  nation.     Their  progrelt 
was  fomewhat  checked  by  the  late  trials  and  the  fufpenfion  c^  the 
Habeas  Corpus  a£l  ^  but  fcarcely  were  thefe  rcltraints  and  intimida- 
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tlom  removed,  When  they  rdarcd  artew  their  heads  with  renovated 
hardihot>d.— The  prefcnt  bills  were'therefore  juftificd  by  the  neeef- 
fity  <rf  the  times  ;  and  as  it  ha^  been  well  and  wifely  faid,  we  fliould 
facrifice  a  part, of  our  liberties  and  Conftitution,  in  order  to  fccurc 
the  remainder.    "  As  to  meetings  or  petitions  for  a  reform  in  Parlia- 
fmntf  which  an  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Sheridan)  feemcd  anx- 
ious about,  they  would  be  as  legal  after  die  palling  of  thefe  bills  as 
before ;  fo  alfo  would  be  all  regular  and  conftitutional  modes,  for 
obtaining  the  redrcfs  of  any  grievance  that  was  juftly  complained  of. 
If  fuch  w^re'  not  the  cafe,  the  AttCH-ney  General  declared,  that  he 
would  ifboncT  fee  his  gown  torn  off  his  back,  than  give  his  coume-- 
nance  or  fopport  to  do6trines  of  an  oppofite  nature. 
'   Mr.'  FOX  entirely  agreed  with  his  honourable  and  learned  friend 
(M*. .  JckyU)  in  thinking  that  there  were  no  terms  of  reprobation 
and  contempt  which  were  too  fevere  for  the  bills  which  Minillcrs 
had  broi)ght  into  Parliament.     After  hearing  feveral  fpecches  of  the 
learned.  geiKkman  (the  Attorney  General)  with  all  the  attcnritm  of 
r^i  lidr  he.  wa5  capable,  and  after  examining  minutely  the  amen- 1 - 
snent»  which  the  bilfhad  undcrgt^ne  in  the  Committee,  he  confellcd 
tfm  noWy  as  much  as  eVcry  he  was  difpofed  to  objecV  to  every  tinle 
andclaufdt  of.     He  ftill  retained   the  fame  objections  againft  the 
claufet  rdativo  both  to.  fedition  and  mifdemeanor.      He  w  as  preju- 
diced agilfnft  the  bill  from  its  very  preamble.     An  attack  had  bctn 
made  tijfofh  the  pcrfon  of  the  Sovereign,  and  a  new  cnadlfrkrnt  was 
fitadcy  not  to  provide  .for*  the  better  fccurity  of  the  life  of  the  Kirc, 
for  th!s  was  impoflible,  but  to  conftruc  an  attempt  to  overawe  the 
Uou&s,  of  Parliament  int6  a  fuhdantivc  treafon.     He  was  told  tlut 
the  •prcfem  bill  was  rticrcly  declaratory,  and  he  was  told  at  the 
fiitn«  time>  that  it  was  merely  temporary ;  but  heaiferted  that  a  iCiD- 
porary  declaratoiy  bill  was  an  abfurdity  in  teritis.      It  had  been  de- 
nied that  the  bill  went  to  create  nt:w  trcafons.;  but  he  affirmed,  thit 
H  had  dircftly  the  contrary  tendency,  .if  it  was  udmitted  that  there 
Wa*  anyj  <ilffgrence  between^  an  ad\  bding.high  trealoj,  and  an  ad 
being  only  evidence  of  high  treafon.     Atprefent  an  oveJft  iici  ^a 
an  evidence  of  Wgh  treafon ;  but'by  the'provifions  of  this  bilJi  tbofe 
»ails  which  were  before  caily  evidence  of  treafon,  btoime  in  thcm- 
fclvcs  fubftanri'v^e  trcafons. .    And  if  new  fubfiantivc  treafons  were 
creafeH,  new  conftrudiions  would  he  made,  upon  thefe  trcaft.ns  \  fo 
lh:it  nvt  only  all  the conftru3 ions  of  the  prefcnt  Aatute  would  be  con- 
Ifirutcd  into  lubftantivc  treafons,  but  new  conftru^ions  would  arifc 
upon  thefe  new  created  treafons  whidi  perplex  the  ftanitc  rti  a  dc^rt 
-wiiich  wot'd  render  it  impoffible  to  be  fairly  undcrftood.— He  hatl 
«w  ohjcdtion  toa  dcclan|r'y  bill,  e:cphnatory  of  the  ftatute  of  Edward 
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III.  by  which  it  might  be  reduced  (icy  ttas  plain  fimple  ori^bial  mean- 
ing.    This  bill,  however,  he  did  not  confider  as  at  all  calculated 
for  the  porpofe.     It  was,  indeed,  the  faihion  lo  fay,'  th^ft  it  waf 
TKceflary  to  give  fome  additional  fecurity  to  the  perfon  of  the  Sove^ 
reign.     But  he  conten4ed  \t^z%  not  the  natural  eflfe^iof  the  exteA'* 
lion  of  penal  laws  to  eojfifer  fecurity  ;  and  he  appealed  to  the  hiSorf 
of  the  world  for  the  truth  of  his  opinion.     He  afked,  if  ever  them 
was  an  jnftance  in  any  country  in  which  the  Sovereign,  whether  he 
Mras  individuaT,  or  whether  that  power  was  deputed  to  an  afleni}ily, 
was  indebted  for  fecurity  to  the  fe verity  of  a  penal  code  J    He  called 
upon  the  Houfe  to  look  into  the  bad  times  of  the  world,  and  to 
compare  his  obfervation  with  fa£b,  and  if  they  were  not  fatisfied 
with  this  comparifon,  he  delired  that  they  would  judge  of  it  upon 
the  exprience  of  modern  times.— -Was  the  overthww  of  the  pnau** 
tive  monarchy  of  France  owing  to  lenient  laws,  or  a  lenient  ettcu* 
tion  of  thofe  laws  f      And  when  the  Government  of  France  wa# 
overturned,  was  the  fall  of  Roherfpierre  owing  to  the  gentlcnefe  of 
bis  principles,  or  the  rtildnefs  of  thofe  laws  which  he  had  framed 
for  the  purpofe  of  protecting  his  perfon  ?     If  they  looked  to  the 
affaffination  of  the  King  of  Sweden,  would  they  attribute  thatef^nt 
to  the  extenfion  of  liberty,  or  to  an  unufual  licence  of  fpeaking  and 
of  writing  ?     Or  would  they  not  rather  afcribe  it  to  the  enraged  fa-^ 
naticifm  of  the  people,  at  feeing  themfelves  deprived  of  thofe  liber* 
ties  in  which  they  were  born,  and  under  which  they  thought  they 
had  a  right  to  live  ?      From  what  time  were  the  regulations  of  thd 
prcfent  bill  borrowed  ?     Were  they  not  copied  from  the  reign  of 
Charles  11.,  a  prince  againft  whom^  certainly,   not  the  fewcft  per* 
fonal  attacks  had  been  dir<:<fted.     As  far  then  as    the   bill    ret 
pe<£ted  the  law  of  treafon,  in  his  opinion,  it  created  new  (ub<- 
fiantive  treafons,.  by  conftituting  an  attempt  to  overage  the  Parlia* 
ment  an  overt  a<9  of  treafon.     What  was  to  be  con(lrued  an  attempt 
to  overawe  the  Parliament  ?      Did  the  framers  of  the  bill  intend 
that  an  attempt  to  overawe  the  Parliament,  by  the  violence  ©f  prayer 
and  of  petition,  (hould  be  confidere<i  as  an  overt  ad   of  treafon^ 
But  if  tlicy  meant  to  afliK  the  (penalty  to  hoOilitics  dire(itcd  againft. 
Parliament,  the  providon,  he  confidcred,  as  fupcrftuous,  as  it  wpuld 
be  impoflible  to  wage  hoftilities  ag.iinft  either  Houfe  of  Parliament, 
without,  in  the  fird  place,  making  an  attack  upon  the  perfon  of  the 
Sovereign.     It  had  been  dated,  that  a  convention  had  met  for  die 
exprefs  purpofe  of  overawing  the  legiflature  ;  but  of  this  he  Ya^d 
never  heard  any  proof.     He  had  fome  material  objeiiions  to  ano* 
ther  claufe  refpe(^ing  treafon,  which  had  been  fomewhat  ak^ed  in 
the  Committ^,  but  which  in  fome  refpe^ls  had  not  been  altered 
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£ot  the  better.  Theclaufeto  which  he  rcfeiwl  t^as  diat  in  which 
•*  writing  or  overt  a  A  or  deed"  was  mentioned.  The  wottl "  other" 
wasputjout,  but  he  could  not  underfland  what  was  meant  b7  die 
words  which  were  fuiFered  to  remain^  for  if  there  was  other 
lenfe  or  grammar  in  the  expreflton,  fomething  elie  than  an  overt 
fkSt  was  meant.  And  if  writing  Was  contra-diftinguilhed  from  an 
qvert  adi  to  be  confidercd  as  a  fubifauitive  treafon,  he  demanded 
with  what  propriety^  or  upon  what  grounds  it  was  declared,  diat 
the.prefent  bill  was  merely  explanatory  of  the  ftatute  of  Edward  II H 
Hpiving  faid  this  much  upon  the  treafon  part  of  the  bill,  which  he 
thought  the  leaft  objeiflionabley  he  proceeded  to  remark  upon  the 
Claufe  reipeiling  mifdemeanor.  And  here  alfo  it  was  contended^ 
that  the  bill  did  not  go  to  create  any  new  mifdemeanor,  wlddi 
he  poiitively  denied.  For  the  judge  H^ill  have  it  in  his  power  to 
hy  to  the  jury,  "  Do  you  find  that  thefe  words  and  fentences  were 
fpokcn  widi  a  defign  to  excite  the  hatred  and  contempt  of  the  peo- 
I^e  againft  the  Houfc  of  Comr^on^as  at  prefent  conftrtuted  ;^'  and 
if  the  jury  (hould  find  fuch  a  defign  to  be  proved^ ,  the  court  would 
have  nothing  to  do  but  to  claim  the  right  of  explaining  the  law, 
and  undtf  «the  legal  confbudion  of  the  z&  to  enforce  its  penalties* 
'Upon  this  principle  a  meeting  could  not  be  held  for  petitionii^  for 
a  reform  in  Parliament,  without'^incurring  the  penalties  denounced 
in  the  provifionsof  the  s^dt.  Widi  regard  to  the  penalty  of  tranf- 
portation  for  the  fecond  offence,  he  did  not  think  that  the  aigu- 
ments  which  he  had  adduced  on  a  former  night,  had  ever  been 
anfwered.  He  had  then  afTerted^  what  he  was  not  now  difpofed  f 
retra£t,  that  the  fame  offence  ought  never  to  be  punUhed  with  dif- 
ferent penalties,  particularly  when  there  were  diiFerent  (hades  and 
degrees  in  the  offence.  Gentlemen  on  t^ie  other  (kle  had  pleaded 
the  power  of  His  Majefty  to  pardon,  as  an  extenuation  of  the  fev^ 
rities  of  the  ad.  This  privilege  Mr.  Fox  confidercd  as  abfolutdy 
neceffary  in  a  Government  fimilar  to  that  of  Finland ;  but  therv 
was  a  wide  diflereDcc  between  this  privilege  when  applied  to  gene- 
ral and  to  political  crimes.  It  was  notorious,  that  this  privik^ 
of  the  King  was  controlled  in  its  exercifc  by  his  Miniflers.  In  cafes 
of  felony  he  would  truft  the  compaflion  of  any  Minfter,  but  in  ftate 
profecutions  he  would  be  backward  in  trufting  any  Miniifter,  be- 
caufe  thefe  were  connected  wkh  circumdances  in  which  Minifters 
were  particularly  interefled.  Far  lefs  would  he  truft  the  prefent 
Miniflers,  who  had  fanAioned  the  iniquitous  and  cruel  fentenoes  of 
the  court  of  Juf^iciary  in  Scotland ;  fentences  not  lefs  execraUe  dun 
any  which  had  been  paiTed  in  the  reigns  of  Queen  Maiy,  or  of 
Charles  IL     It  was  faid,  that  (edition  was  the  reigning  crime  di 
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day  :  if  it  was,  it  looked  ill  for  Adminiftration,  for  dilcontent 
wais  die  ufual  confequence  of  miniderial  mifconduS  ;  and  he  ven- 
tured to  predi6l,  that  if  the  prefent  fydem  was  obfiinately  purfued, 
ftill  more  alarming  confequences  would  enfue.     Mr.  Fox  next  ad- 
verted to  the  opening  which  the  bill  gave  to  fpies  and  informers, 
and  the  oppreflive  and  criiel  fentence  which  waspafled  upon  Mr. 
IW^utfy  m  confequence  of  the  fufpicious  evidence  of  an  abandoned 
fervant  maid.     With  refped  to  the  nature  of  the  punifhment,  he 
^vi^iflied  much  rather  that  death  had  been  the  penalty,  becaufe  it 
ipvould  have  (^ne^  the  eyes  of  tlic  country  to  the  arbitrary  and  def-  > 
pc^c  defigns  of  Minifters,  and  becaufe  in  many  infbmces  it  would 
liave  been  much  more  mild  than  tranfportation.'*^Had  death  been 
thic  punithment,   the  public  fympathy  would  have  been  neceflarily 
alive   to  the  fuflfercrs ;  whereas  in    tranfportation,  the  unhappy 
^wretch  muft  undergo  the  hardfliips  of  his  fate,    while  die  pub- 
lic fbigets  the  man  who-fuffers.     And  all  this  became  neceffary. 
It  feemed,  from  the  incompetency  of  the  exiling  laws  to  punifli  trea- 
fon  and  (edition.     If  the  objedl  was  to  rcvife  the  laws,  it  was  his 
y^iih  that  they  (hould  be  diredUy  icvifed,  that  regulations  (hould  be 
adopted  to  prevent  exceffive  bail  or  exorbitant  fecuritjr  from  being 
required.     Mr.  Fox  faid,  that  even  if  Mr.  Reeves  (hould  be  found 
guilty  of  the  libel  on  that  Houfe,  if  he  (hould  be  found  to  have  re* 
commended  and  circulated  anodier  infamous  libel  againft  the  Con- 
ftitution,  written  by  Arthur  Young ;  and  if  he  (hould  alfo  be  found 
to  have  publi(hed  at  different  times  libels  againll  Proteflant  di(ren-  * 
ters,  making  them  out  as  a  defcription  of  people  who  ought  to  be 
exterminated,  he  would  even  go  upon  his  knees  to  befeech  His 
Maje(ty,  not  to  enforce  againft  Mr.  Reeves  a  fentence  of  tranfporta- 
cion.     A  good  deal  had  been  faid  refpeding  His  Majefty  refufii^ 
his  aflfent  to  thofe  bills.     For  his  own  part,    he  wi(hed  that  prero^ 
gative  of  the  Crown  to  remain  dormant  and  quiefcent.     It  was  a 
prerogative,  which  he  believed,  would  only  be  a  favourite,  while 
it  was  not  attempted  to  be  cxercifed.     He  trufied,  that  if  the  bills^ 
fbould  pafs,  they  would  meet  with  a  fpeedy  repeal.     He  rather 
trufted  that  the  people  would  petition  His  Majefty  to  diflblve  Par- 
liament, which  was  their  undoubted  right,  if  ever  Parliament  had 
aiftedin  fuch  a  way  as  to  require  an  Interference  of  this  kind.     Ht 
rejoiced,  that  on  the  prefent  occafion,  the  fpirit  of  the  people  had 
(hewn  itfelf  to  be  alive;  and  he  truiled,  ttiat  the  difplay  which  had 
been  made  of  the  energy  of  the  public  mind  would  be  attended  with 
the  happieft  efie<5ls.     The  bills,  he  remarked,  were  a  crifis  in  the 
hiftory  of  the  country  ;  they  were  a  departure  from  the  whole  fyftem 
of  tb^  {principles  of  the  Conflitution.     The  prefent  bill  was  model* 
Vol-.  XLIII.  4  Y  - 
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IcB  upon  an  a<S  of  Charles  II.  The  people  of  England  had,  ia 
his  opinion,  committed  a  worfc  offence,  by  the  unconditional  rcfto- 
ration  of  that  Monarch,  than  even  by  the  death  of  Charles  I.  h 
Was  a  mcafure  which  originated  in  a  period,  when  the  Parliarofnt 
gave  up  to  the  King  the  difpofal  of  the  military  force,  and  furrts- 
dered  the  liberties  of  the  people  at  the  foot  of  the  Throne.  That 
was  one  claufe  In  the  adt  of  Charles  II.,  which  ftcwed  the  fpirii 
of  thofe  times.  By  this  claufe  it  was  made  penal  to  fay  that  the 
King  was  a  papift.  •  And  why  ?  Becaufc  fuch  was  the  prccifc  h&. 
It  was  rather  inaufptcious  in  the  prcfcnt  moment.  Chat  it  (hould 
be  thought  ncceffarythat  a  billfhould  be  adopted  to  prevent  people 
from  telling  the  truth.  '  I^o  man  would  fay  that  George  III.  \ras 
a  papift.  But  what  was  the  objcS  of  the  prefent  bill  to  prohibit  ? 
By  this  bill  men  were  forbidden  to  fpeak  of  the  dcfe<9s  of  the 
Government,  and  of  thofe  abufcs  which  were  growing  up  from  dar 
to  day,  to  diftroy  the  fpirit  of  the  Conftitution.  If  Miniftersbd 
not  been  confcious  of  the  exiftcnce  of  thofe  defctSs,  they  wouWfM( 
Jiave  forbidden  men  to  difcufs  them.  He  had  fomewhcrc  read,  that 
after  the  defeat  of  Brutus  and  Cailius,  a  decree  had  been  pafled 
that  Auguitus,  who  then  was  raifed  to  the  higheff  office  of  the  State, 
ihould  not  be  called  a  boy,  Puer,  m  Majefti-att  Populi  Rmmi- 
fra£faret.  Auguttus  paflfed  no  fuch  decree  at  the  latter  end  of  hii 
re{gh  ;  nor  did  Tiberius,  at  any  period,  feel  fuch  a  decree  to  be 
neceilary.  This  was  a  law  againft  proclaiming  the  defeds  of  the 
Conftitution,  at  a  period  irtien  the  Government  were  every  day 
bringing  on  fre(h  abufes.  The  bill  was  itfelf  an  intoleraUe  grier- 
ance,  This  is  the  laft  opportunity,  faid  Mr.  Fox,  that  I  may 
have  to  ftate  my  fentiments  with  refpefl  to  Aefe  bills.  I  feel  it 
therefore  incumbent  upon  me  to  declare,  that  my  objedions  IHll 
remain  unimpaired,  Tlie  one  is  calculated  to  prevent  the  libcity 
of  fpeech  ;  the  other  the  liberty  of  writing  and  publifiiing.  If  thcfc 
bills  be  carried  into  efFeft,  and  if  their  influence  extend  to  the 
national  charaSer,  other  nations  will  be  enabled  to  fay,  "  En^and, 
**  which  has  conquered  others,  has  at  laft  made  a  Ihameful  conqucft 
♦<  of  herfelf.** 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT.  After  the  many  important  difcuffms 
which  for  fome  days  paft  have  fucceflively  occupied  your  attention, 
'it  would  ill  become  me  to  occupy  mi^ch  of  your  time  at  this  ad- 
vanced period  of  the  debate.  But  having  had  fo  large  a  ftarc  in 
bringing  forward  thefe  bils,  it  is  neqeffary  that  I  ftiould  fcortly 
advert  to  the  arguments  brought  fgrward  againft  them  by  gentle- 
men on  the  other  fide.  And  firft,  I  will  take  notice  of  thcgcncnl 
objedlionS|  before  I  enter  into  the  detail  of  the  meafqres.     There  is 
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drcumflanocy  iri  which  I  agree  with  the  right  honourable  geh- 
Xlcxnan  who  has  juil  fat  down,  that  thefe  bills  from  an  important 
czifis  in  the  hiftory  of  this  country.     The  crifis  is  not  lefs  impor- 
tsknt  than  whether  the  King,  Lords  afnd  Commons^  invefted  with  the 
oonAitutional  ponircr  of  the  country/ and  adling  for  the  prote(^on  o^ 
Xlx  whole,  (hall  unite  to  repel  the  attacks  of  thofe,  who  have  pro- 
crlaimed  thettafelves  the  enemies  of  the  Conftitutioh,  and  who  ww^ 
under  the  pretence  of  exercifihg  its  privileges,  are  bufied  in  c^mrying 
on  the  hoftile  defigns  which  formerly  they  openly  avowed,  and 
livhich  they  have  never  ilnce  abondoncd.     There  are  two  leafond 
from  which  I  am  apt  to  think  that  this  crifis  is  determined^     On 
this  day  a  boldnefs  of  language  and  vehemence  of  afTeftion  have  beea 
employed  in  arraigning  the  bills^   which  go  beyond  the  bounds  o^ 
parliamentary  ufage,  and  almoft  beyond  the  exprefTions  of  the  Eng- 
iifli  language.     An  honourable  and  learned  gentleman  called  thefe 
'^^infernal  bills*     The  right  honourable  gentleman^  whofe  tafte 
would  not  allow  him  to  adopt  the  epithet,  intimated  however,  that 
he  oonfidered  no  langua^  too  ftrong,  which  was  employed  to  exprels 
a  difa{q[nrobation  of  the  bills.      We  have  been  led  into  rather  a 
lingular  field  of  argument  by  gentlemen,  who  tell  us,  that  the  fenfe 
of  the  great  majority  of  popular  meetings  ought  to  have  weighty 
<9pofed  to  the  opinion  of  Parliament,  and  who  h^ve  thought  pro- 
per to  revive  a  difcuflion,  whether  a  great  majority  of  bothHoufes^ 
having  fandUoned  two  bills  for  purpofes  connedted  with  the  fafety 
of  the  Soverign,  the  ftabillty  of  the  Conditution,  and  the  tranquillity 
of  the  realm,  a  great  hereditary  counfellor,  of  grave  authority  and 
refpeiflablc  character,  may  not  acquire  immortal  fame  by  waiting  on 
His'  Majefty,  and  advifing  him  to  withhold  his  aifent  from  the  bills, 
and  thus  interpofing  between  the  Sovereign  and  the  law  intended  as 
the  lafegiiard  of  his  perfon.    An  honourable  gentleman,  who  twelve 
years  iince  branded  the  diflfolution  of  Parliament  as  a  moft  uncon- 
iiicutional  meafure,  notwithftanding  that  the  fenfe  of  the  people  was 
fo  (Irongly  and  generally  manifeiled  againft  the  meafures  then  agi- 
tated in  Parliament,  now  warmly  recommends  that,   if  the  bills 
(hould  pafs,  they  (hould  advife  His  Majedy  to  diflblve  Parliament. 
Whom  the  right  honourable  gentleman  will  find  to  fuggcft   fuch  ' 
advice  I  know  not ;  he  certainly  will  find  none  among  thofe  who 
are  now  in  the  habit  of  advifing  His  Majelly,  to  perform  the  talk  ; 
and  perhaps  among  the  other  changes  which  he  propofes,  it  may  not 
be  expedient  at  the  fame  time  to  addrefs  His  Majefiy,  to  difmifs  his 
prefent  advifers.     A  ftrdng  proof  to  me  that  the  crifis,  to  whidi  I 
have  referred^  is  determined,  is  the  different  language  which  I  now 
find  to  br  employed  by  the  right  honmirable  gentleman,  (Mr.  Fox}* 
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He  has  no  longer  any  hopes  to  prevent  the  UlU  firom  bdogcnaAcd, 
but  he  trufts  to  the  people  in  order  to  have  them  fpedOy  repealed. 
I  am  glad  to  find  that  the  right  honourable  genden^n  b  become  b 
far  a  convert  to  the  fyftem  of  moderation^  that  he  now  looks  to  fcc 
how  many  he  can  bring  to  concur  with  him  in  endeavouring  to  pfo- 
cure  the  repeal  of  the  bills,  if  they  (hould  pafs  into  laws,  and  not  wAi 
how  many  he  may  think  it  prudent  to  refift  their  opoations.     I  an 
glad  to  find  that  this  doctrine  of  refifVance,  on  which  to  much  (fads 
was  laid  in  an  earlier  ilage  of  the  buitnefs>  is  not  now  a^iermoft  in 
the   mind  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman.      I  tnift  that  the 
avowal  and  juf^ification  of  this  dodlrine  will  not  fink  deeper  in  the 
minds  of  any  part  of  the  community,  and  produce  that  imprcflion 
which  fuch  a  principle  is  calculated  to  make  on  violent  and  unen- 
lightened minds.     Should  their  igporance  be  mifled»  and  char  prf* 
lions  inflamed,  dreadful  indeed  may  be  the  confequences  on  their 
future  conduct.  And  I  trudled  that  the  danger  incurred  to  the  puWc 
peace  by  the  propagation  of  fuch  principles  will  operate  as  a  warring 
to  prevent  gendemen  from  rafhly  and  halHly  broaching  dodtines  in 
the  heat  of  debate,  which  have  produced  the  moft  pemidoBf  eftxSs 
on  the  minds  of  odiers,  long  af^er  their  better  judgment,  and  more 
mature  deliberation  have  eradicated  them  from  their  own.  Havuf 
noticed  thefe  general  topics,  I  proceed  now  more  pardcularlf  to 
confider  the  nature  of  the  prefent  bill.     The  fubjeA  relblves  itfctt* 
into  two  points.     I  (hall  firft  advert  to  that  part  of  die  bill,  vhkh 
aflleAs  the  exi(ling  law  of  treafon  ;  and  feccmdly,  to  the  particuiaf 
fpecies  of  mifdemeanor  to  which  the  bill  is  calculated  to  appW. 
FirA,  the  bill  makes  fubfbintive  treafon  a  confpiracy  lo  do  any  thing 
that  tmy  tend  to  the  King*s  death,  to  malm  or  to  do  him  any  (pe- 
des of  bodily  injury,  to  rcftratn  and  icpprKon  bis  perfon,  or  to  kd 
to  make  him  alter,  by  force,  the  meafures  of  his   Government 
Thefe,  by  the  (tatute  of  the  a  5th  of  Edward  the  Third,  arc  (mly 
made  overt  a<^s,  of  compaffing  and   imagining  the  King's  death. 
By  the  prefent  bill  they  are  made  dircGt  and  fubilantive  trcafom. 
By  the  other  part  of  the  bill  it  is  made  treafon  to  levy  war,  to  over- 
awe the  Lcgiflature.     The  right  honourable  gentleman  has  aft«l> 
may  not  the  people  attempt  to  influence  the  decifion  of  the  Lcgif- 
lature by  the  forcr  of  opinion,  by  the  violence  of  prayer  ?  He  for- 
gets that  the  bill  does  not  predude  the  people  from  any  peaceable 
and  legal  mode  of- bringing  forward  their  ofHilion,  in  order  to  in- 
fluence the  fentiments  of  the  Legidature,  that  it  does  not  interfct« 
with  their  riglit  to  petition;  or  prevent  them  from  carf)'ingtD4ot 
reprefentativcs,  in  decent  and  orderly  language,  their  fenfc  ofpuUic 
meafurc*.     The  treafon  defcribed  by  the  bill  attaches  only  t»ttofe 
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-^ho  levy  war  in  order  to  overawe  the  Legiflature.  Will  the  ho- 
nourable gentleman  contend,  that  levying  war  has  any  conne6tk>n 
>vith  that  mode  of  cxpreflfing  opinion,  which  is  intended  to  influence 
the  proceeding  of  a  legiflative  body  ?  The  right  honourable  gen- 
tlcnian  objeds  to  the  preamble,  which  by  the  by  he  feems  not  to 
have  read.  [Mr.  Fox  exprefled  coniiderable  indignation  at  this 
charge.]  I  did  not  mean,  continued  Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt,  diat  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  ought  to  have  read  the  preamble  as 
part  of  his  fpeech ;  but  undoubt^ly  he  feems  not  to  have  attended 
to  the  latter  part  of  that  preamble.  He  faid,  that  he  liked  no 
preamble,  wliich  did  not  (late  truth.  '  He  affirmed,  that  the  pream- 
ble made  the  attack  on  His  Majefty  the  foundation  of  the  bill,  and 
contended,  that  though  the  bill  purported  to  be  for  the  fecurity  of 
His  Majefty's  perfon,  and  the  prefervation  of  bis  Government,  it 
did  not,  in  fad,  tend  to  ^ve  to  either  any  additional  fecurity.  If 
the  r^ht  honourable  gentleman  had  gone  farther,  and  red  the  latter 
part  of  the  preamble,  he  would  have  found,  that  it  was  not  fo  nar- 
rowed and  confined  as  he  had  defcribed,  that  it  fbted  not  only  the 
attack  on  His  Majefty ,  as  the  ground  of  the  bill,  but  alfo  the  fedi- 
tious  fyfcches  and  publications  of  evil-difpofed  perfons.  In  oppo- 
fition  to  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  I  maintain,  that  the  pro- 
vifions-of  the  bill  are  calculated  to  give  greater  fecurity  to  His  Ma- 
jefty's  perfon  and  Government,  and  that  the  grounds  dated  in  the 
preamble,  are  commenfurate  to  ;ill  the  obje6ts  which  the  bill  has 
in  view.  In  all  times,  when  the  peripn  of  the  Sovereign  has  been 
fuppofed  to  be  endangered,  a  law  of  this  nature  has  been  pafled. 
We  are  not  now,  for  the  fird  time,  bringing  forward  a  fpcculative 
ad,  of  the  probable  confequences  of  which  we  cannot  pretend  to 
judge,  but  we  are  copying  the  wifdom  of  our  anceAors^-wc  are 
adopting  the  falutaty  precautions  of  former  times.  A£ls,  of  which 
this  is  a  tranfcript,  were  pafled  in  the  reigns  of  Queen  Elixabedi, 
and  of  Charles  the  Second.  Elizabeth  has  been  reproached  as  an 
arbitrary  Princefs.  It  is  certain  that  her  life  was  threatened  from 
nnany  quarters.  But  how  far  is  the  charge  that  this  ad  is  a  weak 
and  inefficient  meafure,  confiftent  with  the  defcription  which  has 
been-given  of  her  charad^err  If  (he  was  an  arbitrary  Princefs,  it 
furely  is  not  likely,  that  where  her  own  prefervation  was  concerned, 
fhe  (hould  adopt  mcafures  inadequate  to  the  purpofe.  The  Par- 
liament of  Charles  the  Second,  has  been  accufed  with  making  many 
facrifices  to  the  Throne.  It  is  not,  therefore,  probable,  that  in  the 
excefs  of  their  loyalty,  and  the  fupcrabundance  of  their  zeal,-  they 
ihould  havenegleAed  to  put  a  fufficient  guard  around  the  King's 
perfon.     Thus  docs  the  reafoning  <lf  thofc  'cntlcnicn,  (0  tar  at  Icaft 
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as  concents  the  efficacy  of  the  meafure,  retort  upon  diemfelva. 
Such  laws  having  paiTed  in  different  periods  of  oar  hiftorj,  and 
having  in  no  in(bnce  been  found  infufficient,  we  have  a  (hong  and 
well-grounded  prefumption  that  they  arc  well  calcMlated  to  afibrd 
fecyrity  to  the  perfon  of  the  So^^reign.  They  apply  diredUy  ifae 
penalties  of  treafon  to  that  fpecies  of  ofience  againft  the  pedbn  of 
the  Sovereign,  to  which  before  they  could  only  have  cixcukoufly 
been  brought  to  attach.  They  conflitute  fubftantive  treafbos,  a^ 
which  before  could  .only  have  been  brought  to  prove  the  criminal 
intention.  But  an  inftance  yet  fre(h  in  our  memories,  and  whidi 
made  too  deep  an  impreflion  on  the  Houfe  to  be  eafily  fbigotten,  will 
beft  illuftrate  the  propolidon.  Su^x>(ing  the  perfon  who  threw  the 
ftone  at  His  Majedy,  on  his  way  to  parliament,  to  have  been  dif- 
oovered  and  brought  to  trial,  he  Would  not  have  wanted  an  able  ^ 
eloquent  advocate  to  have  pleaded,  *^  that  by  throwing  the  iloae  he 
'^  had  no  intention  of  ferioofly  injuring  the  perfoniof  ibc  Sovereign; 
**  that  he  was  adluatcd  by  no  deliberate,  malicioiis  purpofe ;  lliat 
'*  he  was  carried  away  by  the  impulfe.  of  the  moment ;  that  he 
'*  meant  by  throwing'  the  fione  only  to  mark  more  ftro^gly  dot 
'^  fenltment  of  indignity  to  His  Majedy,  which  excited  Che  clamours 
**  of  difapprobation  among  the  furrounding  multitude,  and  to  ex- 
''  prefs  his  own  feelings  of  rcfentmcnt  from  the  oontinoance  of  the 
'<  war/'  It  is  pofiible  (I  do  not  fay  that  it  woukt  be  jufti&d  by 
the  found  con(bru£lion  of  the  law)  even  that  fuch  a  defence,  dreffed 
up  with  ingenuity,  and  enforced  with  the  eloquence  with  which  it 
would  not  fail  to  be  fupported,  might  induce  an  honeft  Jury  to  pro* 
nounce  a  verdi<5l  of  acquittal.  The  intention  of  this  bill  is  to  cut 
off  the  poflfibility  of  fuch  a  defence  being  made  in  extenuation  of 
fuch  an  ad,  to  remove  from  the  offender  all  hopes  of  efcape  by  fub- 
terfuge  and  evafion,  and  by  making  the  remedy  more  (imide,  to  di- 
mintfh  the  danger.  But  it  was  faid,  why  not  make  a  new  declara- 
tory law  ?  It  was  neccifary  that  the  prefent  (hould  be  an  cnading 
and  not  a  declaratory  law,  becaufe  It  only  made  that  whidi  wa:^ 
already  treafon  by  the  (faitute  of  the  25th  of  Edvi-ard  III.  treafon 
under  another  branch,  and.  to  be  laid  in  a  dtiierent  nunner  in  the 
indictment.  As  to  the  prefent  bill  making  new  treafons,  which 
were  not  before  known  to  the  law  of  England,  in  contradi£lion  to 
fo  injurious  an  aflertion,  he  referred  to  the  mod  grave  and  refpeSable 
authorities,  to  the  writings  of  Lord  Hale,  and  Sir  Matthew  FoRer, 
Thefe  learned  and  venerable  judges  had  given  a  Hifhny  of  the  dif- 
ferent ftatutes  of  Treafon,  accompanied  with  their  own  commencs. 
The  object  of  the  prefent  bill,  was  cleally  to  define  the  true  mean- 
ii^  of  the  old  law,  which  was  flow  only  to  be  drawn  out  of  a  lopg 
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leries  of  judicial  expofittons.     It  was  in  order  to  guard  againft  all 
ambiguous  and  doubtful  imterpr^ation,  at  a  time  when  it  was  nc- 
c«ffary  to  provide  againft  a  pofitivc  and  immediate  danger-     Mud 
not  fiich  be  felt  to  be  the  cafe,  when  a  daring  attack  has  fo  reccntJy 
been  made  on  the  perfon  of  His  Majcfly,  and  when  the  indance  of 
the  precife  danger  againft  the  bill  is  direfted,  happened  under  our 
own  eyes,  and  at  the  door  of  Parliament  ?    The  bill  alfo  made  an 
attempt  to  overawe  the  Lcgiflature,  high  treafon.  Was  it  neceffary 
bv  any  long  dedufiion  of  argument,  to  prove  the  neceflity  of  fuch  a 
precaution  at  a  moment,  when  there  exifted  Societies  hoftile  to  the 
authority  and  exiftence  of  Parliament ;     Thofe  focieties,  meeting 
under  the  fpccious  pretext  of  parliamentry  reform,  and  the  right  of 
petitioning,  employed  a  language  which  fufficlently  (hewed  how  far 
thofe  were  their  real  objedlg.     They  declared  that  the  five  hundred 
and  fifty-eight  gentlemen  of  St.  Stephen's  Chapel  may  go  about 
their  bufinefs.  They  took  every  Opportunity  to  vilify  the  charaAer 
of  the  legiflative  body,  to  exprefs  their  contempts  of  its  authority, 
and  to  (hew  how  much  they  were  difpofed  to  ufurp  its  fundions,  and 
if  polfible  to  annihilate  its  exiftence.     The  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman has  delt  much  in  general  topics  of  declamation.     He  faid 
that  he  had  never  found  that  the  lives  of  Princes  had  been  fafe  in 
proportion  to  the  fanguinary  laws  and  the  fevere  puniftiments  which 
had  been  in(Htuted  for  their  proteftion.  I  muft  remark,  that  the  prefent 
is  no  new  fanguinary  law,  that  it  creates  no  extraordinary  fevcrity 
of  punifhment.     If  the  right  honourable  gentleman  thinks  that  die 
perfon  of  the  Sovereign  is  not  rendered  fafer  by  the  puni(hmcnt8 
which  the  law  has  dcvifcd'for  his  protetEHon,  this  argument  goes  to 
repeal  all  the  exifting  laws  of  treafon.     But  he  chufes  to  appeal 
to  the  teftimony  of  experience,  and  to  the  example  of  former  periods 
of  the  hiftory  of  this  country.     He  afks  whether  notwithftanding 
the  exceflivc  loyalty  of  the  Parliament,  and  the  extreme  vigour  of 
the  laws,  there  were  not  fome  real  plots  in  the  reign  of  Charles  the 
Second,  bcfidcs  the  fliam  plots  that  were  brought  forward  to  ferve  s^ 
particular  purpofe.     That  in  the  courfe  of  that  reign  the  Parlia- 
fticnt  made  many  (hamcful  conceflions,  I  am  ready  to  admit ;  Ijut 
I  can  by  no  means  allow  that  it  ^s  a  blind  indifcriminating  fpiri^ 
of  devotion  to  the  Monarch  which  gave  rife  to  the  adl,  of  which  this 
bill  is  the  counter-part.     Neither  can  I  allow  that  thefe  perfons, 
who  were  concerned  in  eflt(fling  the  reiteration,  left  principles  alto- 
gether out  of  their  view,  though,  perhaps,  they  neglefted  to  employ 
fome  precautions  which  it  would  have  been  wife  and  proper  to  have 
adopted.     In  order  to  prove  that  fome  regard  was  had  to  principles 
in  ttic  adl  of  the  rcftoration,  it  is  only  ncceffary  to  refer  to  the  hif- 
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foiy  of  the  times,  and  to  the  peribns  concerned  in  that 
Hyde,  Earl  of  Clarendon,  and  diofe  who  were  conneded  with  him, 
were  not  men  entirely  indifferent  about  the  £ngli(h  Canftitiition, 
or  likely  to  be  parties  in  a  traniaftion,  where  its  princi]des  were  en- 
tirely left'  out  of  contemplation,  But  with  rcfpeft  to  this  particu- 
lar zA,  we  have  the  fandtion  of  the  venerable  name  of  Serjeant 
Maynard,  who  was  one  of  the  perfons  then  empk^ed  in  feuntng 
die  bill  for  the  fecurity  of  His  M ajefty's  perfon.  Immediately  after 
the  Reftoration,  this  truly  conftitutional  lawyer  faid,  *'  That  except 
**  for  that  event  he  had  been  on  the  eve  not  only  of  forvivii^  law- 
^*  yers  but  the  laws"  [Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  was  reminded  that  diefe 
words  were  fpoken  not  after  the  Reftoration,  but  after  the  Revolution  J 
I  admit  my  error-— thefe  words  were  fpoken  after  the.Revoluidon  ; 
and  is  it  likely  that  the  venerable  perfon,  who,  during  the  courfe  of 
a  long  and  honourable  life,  had  preferved  his  attachment  to  ihc  Con- 
ftitution,  (hould  have  fo  entirely  ibigotten  its  fpirit,  or  departed 
from  its  principles  in  framing  tlut  bill  which  had  fo  frequently  been 
referred  to  in  the  difcuffion  ?  But  I  will  aflc  the  right  honound)le 
gentleman,  does  he  attribute  the  plots  in  the  time  of  Charles  the 
Second  to  the  adoption  of  new  laws,  and  the  unufual  fevcrity  of 
puni(hments  ;  or  does  he  not  rather  attribute  them  to  the  repeated 
breaches  of  law  committed  by  that  Monarch,  and  to  the  attempts 
which  he  made,  at  different  periods  of  his  reign,  to  govern  without 
a  Parliament  ?  Among  his  other  allulions  to  hiftory,  the  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman  refers  to  the  reign  of  Roberfpierre.  He  aiks, 
whether  that  tyrant  derived  any  fecurity  from  the  fyftem  of  terror 
which  he  employed  as  the  engine  of  his  Government,  and  which  he 
fupported  by  a  large  military  force  i  I  appeal  to  the  Hoofe,  how 
far  this  allufion  can,  with  any  propriety,  apply  to  the  prefcnt  dif- 
cuffion ?  I  appeal  to  the  houfe,  how  far  the  queition,'  whether  a 
lawlefs,  wanton,  and  barbarous  fyftem  of  profcription  and  carnage, 
is  calculated  to  afford  fecurity  to  Ihe  tyranny  fipom  which  it  or^- 
nates— -can  poffibly  bear  a  comparifon  with  the  cSkSt  of  thoTe  regu- 
lations, which  we  are  now  employed  in  enaAit^  for  the  fecariry  of 
His  Majefty's  perfon,  who  is  the  objeA  of  the  affedions  of  hit 
people,  and  for  the  prefervation  of  that  Government,  which  is  itm 
beft  pledge  for  their  happinefs. 

I  (hall  now  very  (hortly  advert  to  the  fecond  part  of  the  faili, 
which  relates  to  mifdemeanors*«the  firft  quefUon  is,  whether,  in 
any  poffible  cafe  of  mifdcmeanor,  tranfportation  Li  a  puni(bmcnt 
which  ought  to  be  left  to  the  difcretion  of  the  Court— MifdemcaAun 
are  undoubtedly  of  very  different  forts,  and  unlefs  they  can  be  mark- 
ed out  and  graduated  by  fome  fcale  of  legidative  rq^ation,  it  u 
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ceflary,  that  in  adjufting  the  puniihment,   fomcthing  ffiould  be 
loft  to  difcretion.     The  mifdemeanors  againft  which  the  prcfent 
t>i  11  is  dircfled,  are  of  the  mod  ferious  defcription.    They  are  thofe 
offences  which  arc  produftive  of  the  worft  confequcnces,    which 
militate  againft  the  welfare  of  the  whole  community,    which  are 
calculated  to  difturb  the  order,  and  interrupt  the  tranquillity  of  fo- 
ciety.     If  we  look  to  the  ordinary  operation  of  law,  and  compare 
t^lie  fpecies  of  mifdemeanors  defcribcd  in  this  bill,  With  other  of- 
fences wliich  arc  at  prefent  punifliable  with  tranfportation,   I  appeal 
to  the  Houfc  whether  thofe  offences,  either  in  point  of  moral  guilt, 
or  of  public  danger,  are  to  be  compared  to  the  adls  againft  which 
tills  bill  is  calculated  to  guard.     The  right  honourable  gentleman 
Has  defcanted  on  the  hardfhip  of  the  fcntence  of  tranfportation,  and 
talked  of  the  compaffion  due  to  individuals,   who,  from  having 
been  placed  in  a  better  fituation  of  life,  had  been  doomed  to  expe- 
rience its  rigours.     That  it  is  a  fcntence  at  all  times  fevere  in  its 
operation  I  cannot  but  admit ;  thiat  it  becomes  more  peculiarly  fo 
'when  the  pcrfon  who  is  its  objedt  has  been  placed  in  a  refpeftablc 
and  comfortable  (ituation.     That  fuch  a  pcrfon  (hould  be  compelled 
to  abandon  the  fociety  to  which  he  had  been  accuftomed,  for  com- 
panions of  a  very  different  defcription,  that  he  (hould  be  doomed 
to  relinquifh  his  native  land,    and  the  comforts  of  his  (ituation, 
and  condemned  to  affociate  with  the  rudcft  and  vileft  of  mankind, 
is  a  confideration  which  muft  naturally  imprefs  every  mind  with 
compaffion.     But  while  we  feel  compaffion  for  the  individual,  we 
inuft  recoUefl,  that,  as  legiflators,  there  is  a  duty  which  we  owe 
to  the  Public  paramount  to  every  other  confideration.     We  muft 
recolledi,  that  if  the  puniftiment  rifes  in  proportion  to  the  lituation 
which  the  individual  held  in  fociety,  and  that  if  our  pity  is  more 
ftrongly  excited  from  the  confideration  of  thefe  advantages  he  has 
forfeited,  fo  alfo  is  the  enormity  of  the  crime  aggravated  by  the 
fame  confideration ;    and  he  who,  being  placed  in  a  rcfpc61ablc 
and  comfortable  fituation,  fubjefls  himfelf  to  the  penalties  of  law, 
wanting  the  temptation  to  err,  wants  alfo  the  apology  for  offence. 
If  the  ignorant  and  unenlightened  individual,  the  blind  and  delud- 
ed inftrument  is  doomed  to  punifhment  for  the  crime  which,  from 
the  inftruflion  or  the  example  of  others,    he  has  learned  to  re- 
gard as  a  virtue,  with  what  fentiments  muft  we  look  to  the  maftcr 
workman,  who  perverts  the  advantages  of  education,  abufes  the  ta- 
lents of  nature,  and  employs  the  very  diftindtions  which  he  derives 
from  the  prefent  order  of  fociety,.  as  means  of  attack  againft  the  ex- 
iftcnce  of  fociety  itfelf  ?      I  have  only  to  call  upon  liic  Houfe,  to 
coofider  what  is  the  defcription  of  offence  againft  which  the  puiUffi- 
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ment  b  dire£ted.  It  is  not  to  apply  twice  to  the  ofience  thai  imy 
have  previoufly  been  committed,  but  to  the  fecond  inftance  of  of* 
fence  after  cAividion.  An  obje6lion  was  (bited,  that  the  fpecicsof 
crimes  comprehended  under  the  prcfcnt  bill,  wns  of  a  dcfcription  of 
the  nature  of  which  it  was  not  within  the  province  of  a  jury  tojui^gE. 
My  honourable  friend  (the  Attorney  General)  has  dated  to  the  HtnAc 
wjiat  is  his  own  prafticc.  He  has  always  left  to  the  jury  to  decide 
whether  the  innocent  caufe  afllgned  was  the  real  motive  of  the  ac- 
tion: but  in  Aatin^  this,  he  ftated  not  only  that  mode  of  practice 
which  is  conformable  to* the  liberality  of  his  own  fentimcncs,  but 
which  is  fandlioned  by  the  liberal  fpirit  of  the  laws  of  England. 
There  is  no  legal  privilege  which  may  not  be  made  the  prerext  to 
cover  the  moft  illegal  ad  ions.  I  muft  particularly  remark,  in  or- 
der to  obviate  mifreprcfentation,  that  nothing  is  made  a  crime  by 
the  prefent  bill  which  was  not  before  criminal,  and  fubjedEcd  ro  a 
feverc  punilhment  by  the  common  law  of  England.  After  what  I 
have  already  faid,  I  have  nothing  farther  to  add,  as  I  conceive  the 
prefent  bill  to  be  fupported  on  the  plained  and  fimplcft  grounds  en 
which  any  legiflative  provifion  was  ever  oflfcred  to  the  Houfe. 

Mr,  FOX  explained.     He  did  not  think  that  there  were  not 
laws  required  in  order  to  protefl  the  pcrfon  of  the  Sovereign.     He, 
on  the  contrary,  had  aflcrted  the  dircdt  reverfe  of  that  propc^tioQ. 
He  admitted  that  laws  were  rieceflary ;  h\it  he  did  not  diink  that 
fanguinary  and  fevere  laws  were  the  moft  efficacious  for  that  pur- 
pofe.     The  right  honourable  gentleman,  faid  Mr.  Fox,  has  taken 
the  liberty  to  fay,  that  I  now  look  tather  to  the  number  who  may 
be  difpofed  to  concert  with  mc  for  the  repeal  of  thofe  bills,  than  to 
thofe  with  whom  I  may  deem  it  prudent  to  rcfift  their  operation. 
It  is  aftoni(hing  to  me,    how,  after  the  repeated  explanations  that 
have  taken  place,    the  fight  honourable  gentleman   (hould  think 
proper  to  repeat  that  mifreprcfentation ;  a  mifreprcfentation  fo  grofe, 
that  he  never  could  have  brought  it  forward,    if  he  had,  in  the 
{malleft  degree,   been  a<£luated  by  any  feelings  of  candour  find  fair- 
nefs.     What  I  ftated  was,  that  if  adts  were  paiTed  by  a  majority  of 
Parliament,   contrary  to  the  decided  will  of  the  great  majority  of 
the  people,   refiftance  tl  en  became  a  queftion  not  of  morality,  but 
of  prudence.     I  remarked,   that  it  had  been  generally  found  that 
the  lives  of  Princes  had  r  ot  been  rendered  more  fecure  by  the  fcvc- 
rity  of  laws ;   not  at  all  meaning  to  contradid  the  pofttion,  fiat 
fome  laws  were  neceffary  for  the  protedlion  of  the  Sovereign. 
Laws  undoubtedly  are  neccftary,  and  ought  to  be  enforced ;  but 
the  error  has  always  been  on  the  other  fide.     Inftances  may  be 
brought  where  Princca  have  been  expofed  to  tht  moft  fetal  oonft- 
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quences  from  the  two  great  fevericy  of  laws ;  but  no  infianoe  can  be 
produced^  where  a  Prince  has  fuffered  from  the  laxity  and  remiflheft 
of  the  laws  inftituted  to  guard  his  perfon. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  he  was  certainly  glad  to  hear 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  declare  himfelf  of  a  different  opi- 
nion from  what  he  had  formerly  adopted.  He  had  formerly  Aated, 
that  if  the  majority  of  the  people  were  againft  the  bills,  rcflftance 
'was  then  not  a  queftion  of  nK>rality  but  of  prudence.  This  decla- 
ration appeared  the  more  ftriking,  coupled  with  an  intimation  which 
had  been  made  by  the  tight  honourable  gentleman,  that  he  would 
endeavour  by  all  means  to  procure  a  majority,  in  order  to  refift  the 
prefent  bills,  both  within  and  without  doors.  By  this  declaration 
it  appeared,  that  he  was  difpofed  to  take  what  fteps  depended  upon 
him,  in  order  to  bring  the  queftion  of  refiilance  to  an  iifue ;  fuch  a 
condu6t,  to  give  it  no  worfe  turn,  he  mud  at  bed  confider  it  as  the 
height  of  imprudence. 

Mr.  FOX. — If  my  expreffions  are  to  be  made  thus  formal,  I 
inflft  that  they  be  ftated  fiirly  ;  I  will  repeat  them.  What  I  &d 
was,  if  thefe  bills  be,  as  I  think  them  to  be,  paiTed  againd  the  de- 
cided n^ority  of  the  country,  and  executed  to  the  extent  of  their 
provifions,  (jThere  being  a  loud  cry  of  hear !  hear  IJ  He  proceeded^ 
'*  I  dedre  that  my  words  may  be  taken  down  ;  good  God,  Sir,  this 
is  the  fecond  time  I  have  been  mifreprefented  this  very  night,  and  I 
inlift  upon  being  heard  now.  It  is  a(loni(hing,  after  repeated  ex- 
planation, thefe  mifreprefentations  ihould  inceflantly  be  repeated. 
I  appeal  to  every  man  of  honour  in  this  Houfe.  I  afk  if  I  did  not 
fay,  to  the  extent  of  their  provifions,  and  by  which  all  Englifhmen 
would  be  prevented  from  enjoying  their  right  ?  Whether  I  did  not 
then  fay,  I  think  it  will  be  a  queftion,  not  of  morality,  but  of 
prudence,  to  refift  ?  And  when  that  was  taken  notice  of,  1  made 
ufe  of  a  quotation, 

<*  Intquiffimam pacem jufltfjimo  hello  anteftro*^ 

'  I  own  there  was  fomething  of  a  Ifaatagem  in  this;  I  made  ufe  of 
it  in  order  precifely  to  mark  the  fentiments  which  I  meant  to  exprefs, 
becaufe  I  was  determined  not  to  be  mifreprefented,  as  I  have  found 
there  are  fome  perfons  who  wifli  to  mifreprcfent  me.  I  wifli  it 
again  to  be  underitood,  that  I  did  not  recommend  any  refinance,  as 
that  quotation  clearly  proves.  But  what  I  moft  complain  of,  is, 
diat  I  (hould  be  reprefented  as  having  gone  back  from  that  doiSbine 
which  I  ftated  on  a  former  occafion,  with  refped  to  rcfifhnce ;  as 
often  as  that  mifreprefentation  is  made,  will  I  renew  the  declara* 
tion,  diat  if  the  King,  Lords,  and  Commons,  (hall  pais  a  law 
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contrary  to  the  great  and  decided  majority  of  the  people,  and  Icst. 
ing  to  them  no  means  of  peaceable  and  legal  redrefs,  it  then  be- 
comes their  duty  to  re(i(l  its  operation.  This  is  a  rig^  inherent  in 
the  people  of  this  country,  and  which  I  think  apfdicable  tt>  ^ 
prefent  bills. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  propofcd  a  claufc,  applying  the  cnaSttacnt  d 
tlie  prefent  bill  to  Scotland,  in  order  to  remove  from  the  JiM%es, 
tliat  arbitrary  and  difcretional  power,  which  they  had  formerly  ex- 
ercifed. 

The  Houfc  divided. 

For  the  claufe,   27  ;    Againft  it,   1 84. 

The  bill  was  read  a  third  time  and  pafled* 

The  Houfe  adjourned. 

Friday  lith  of  December. 

On  account  of  the  order  for  a  call  of  the  Houfc,  the  doors  far 
fome  time  remained  (hut.  Wc  underftand  that  after  the  dlfchar^ 
of  the  call,  Mr.  Ryder  brought  up  the  Report  of  theSeleACommir- 
tec  appointed  to  take  into  confideradon  the  prefent  high  price  of  com, 
and  moved — That  the  Houfe  do  agree  to  the  refolution  propofed  by 
that  committee,  refpcfling  an  aflbciation  of  the  Members  of  the 
Houfe  to  diminifh  the  confumption  of  bread  made  of  wheat  flour,  &c. 

Lord  SHEFFIELD  faid,  he  could  hardly  conceirc  Aat  tbofe 
gentUmcn  who  obje(5\cd  to  the  profpofition  before  the  Hcxife,  vcrr 
fenfible  of  the  necciTity  of  adopting  every  meafure  that  could  procDore 
a  diminution  of  the  confumption  of  wheaten  flour.  He  aflbrcd  the 
Houfc  that  the  attention  of  the  Committee  had  been  uniemittcdi 
and  that  there  was  more  difficulty  in  obviating  by  law  the  diftrcfs 
which  might  arife  from  a  deficiency  of  com,  than  probably  occurml 
to  thofe  who  had  not  attended  tlie  Committee.  He  thought  it  j- 
duty  to  ftate  the  probable  deficiency  of  crop,  and  die  inadefuare 
quantity  of  wheaten  flour  we  arc  likely  to  acquire  from  abroad. 
The  people  ihould  not  be  encouraged  to  believe  that  there  in^  2 
flock  of  wheat  in  the  country  previous  to  the  late  harveft ;  that  tk 
laft  crop  of  wheat  was  a  good  one,  and  that  a  laige  quantity  of  wh&f 
might  be  obtained  by  importatbn.  Such  notions  bad  been  fqggd^tJ 
at  leaft  without  doors ;  they  were  likely  to  promote  xsaoKeStrt 
confumption,  and  to  check  the  difpofition  to  ufe  fubftitutes.  \Vc] 
have  generally  three,  four,  or  five  nionths  flock  inhandofotJ 
wheat  at  the  time  of  harvefl  \  but  it  is  known,  that  in  the  autumn 
of  1 794,  it  was  nearly  exhaufled,  and  that  we  were  obligod  to  \x^ 
gin  on  the  cn^  of  that  year  foon  after  it  was  harvcfled.  This  en« 
croachmcat  on  the  new  crop  helped  to  occafion  tht  flock  of  wheat 
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be  ftill  more  exhaufied  at  the  end  of  the  lad  very  backward  har- 
ft  of  1795^;  fo  much,  that  notwithftanding  the  opinion  of  fomcy 
diat  confiderable  quantities  of  wheat  were  hoarded,  he  was  difppfed 
tx>  believe,  that  if  the  whole  quantity  could  have  been  equalized 
Cliroughout  Great  Britain,  we  had  fcarcely  at  that  time  a  fortnight's 
iupply  of  Britifli  wheat.     The  crop  in  1794  was  partially  very 
gpcxi,.  and  in  fome  pfiarts  very  thin  :  the  laft  crop  has  been  unequal, 
and,  on  the  whole,  probably  inferior  to  that  of  the  preceding  year, 
and  aUb  inferior  to  an  average  crop.     An  average,  or  common 
crop,  is  not  equal  to  the  ufual  annual  confpmption  of  the  country : 
an  abundant  harveft  occaiionally,  more  than  fupplics  us  ;  but  our 
imports  prove  a  general  deficiency,  for  on  an  average  of  the  laft 
twelve  years,  we  have  imported  about  225,000  quarters  of  wheat 
and  flour.     It  is.almoft  impoflible  to  acquire  a  precife  knowledge 
of  our  prefent  ftock  of  wheat.     An  unequal  crop  laft  harveft  gave 
rife  to  various  opinions ;  and  the  variation,  in  refpedl  to  the  defi- 
ciency, is  from  a  third  to  a  feventh ;  but  if  we  allow  a  deficiency 
of  fix  weeks,  or  an  eighth  and  two-thirds  in  the  laft  crop,  of  our 
fuppofed  annual  confumptton,  and  a  deficiency  of  fix  weeks  more, 
on  account  of  our  banning  upon  the  laft  crop  fix  weeks  at  leaft 
fooner  than  ufual,  three  months  deficiency  in  the  whole  could  hot 
be  thought  exaggerated*  amounting,  according  to  the  low  compu- 
tation of  500,000  quarters  per  month,  to  one  million  and  a  half 
of  quarters.     If  fix  weeks  deficiency  fhould  be  thought  too  little, 
and  fix  weeks  premature  confumption  too  much,  ftill,  on  the  whotcj 
there  is  good  ground  to  ftate  there  will  be  deficiency  of  three  months. 
The  opinions  that  the  fcarcity  is  in  a  degree  artificial,  and  that  there 
is  a  profpecl  of  an  adequate  fupply,  may  be  eftentially  mifchievous, 
and  divert  us  from  that  ceconomy  and  management  which  can  alone 
prevent  extreme  diftrefs.     The  Lcgiflature,  to  ftiew  its  readinefs  to 
adopt  every  meafure  that  might  poflibly  obtain  any  quantity  of  that 
grain  which  is  the  favourite  food  of  the  people,  had  oflTered  great 
bounties,  with  a  view  of  encouraging  the  importation  of  it  i  but  he 
thought  we  could  not  poflibly  be  too.  explicit  in  declaring  the  pro- 
bable de(iciency  in  the  ftock  of  wheat,  and  the  impoflibility  of  ob- 
taining from  abroad  an  adequate  fupply.     Inftead  of  three  month's 
fupply  of  wheat,  it  is  not  probable  we  (hall  be  able  to  obtain  from 
foreign  countries,  widi  all  our  bounties,  fufl[icient  for  three  weeks 
of  our  ufual  confumption.     We  have  never  been  able,  during  a 
century,  to  import  into  this  country   500,000  quarters,   except 
twice,  and  the  greateft  quantity  in  one  year  was  560,000  quarters, 
and  both  happened  at  a  period  of  general  peace.     The  adminiftra-* 
tton  of  France  had  engaged  deeply  in  the  purchafe  of  wheat     Hi9 
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Maje%*9  MiniftcTSy  appichenfive  that  die  Britifli  mefchants  muld 
not  be  able  to  meet  the  nationit  purfe  of  France  at  die  foidgn  nor- 
ket,  thought  it  noceflary  to  caufe  feme  purchaics  of  com  to  be  made; 
but  notwithflanding  all  their  eflbrt«,  we  have  not  inrqwrted,  at  the 
end  of  ten  months,  imore  than  252,000  quarters,  including  wheat 
and  flour  fei^ed  in  ncurral  (hips ;  and  the  total  importadon  of  the 
tw*elve  months  is  not  likely  to  exceed  300,000  quarters ;  not  inoit 
than  fifteen  or  (ixteen  days  confiimption  of  this  country.  The  late 
high  prices  of  corn  have  drained  not  only  Europe,  but  Ameria  fo 
ntuchy  that  wheat  in  Philadelphia,  laft  Auguft,  was  at  1 2s.  2d. 
flerling  per  bufhcl.  It  is  the  opinion  of  all  who  are  beft  acquainted 
with  the  fubjefl,  that  the  price  will  rife  in  foreign  countries  in  pn>- 
portion  to  the  bounty  offered ;  and  purchafers,  namely,  France, 
Spain,  Holland^  and  the  foreign  and  Britiih  Weft  Indies,  muft 
follow  that  price.  The  more  certain  payment  of  England,  and  our 
extenflve  trade,  give  us  very  confiderable  advantages ;  but  they  pro- 
bably will  be  q^untervailed  by  the  much  higherprice  given  for  wheat 
in  oth»jr  countries  at  this  time.  We  have  nothing  to  expeft  from 
Ireland,  nor  the  remaining  colonics  in  America ;  the  Cfops  of  wheat 
this  year  in  thofe  countries  are  barely  fufficient  for  the  inhaUtants, 
aiid  their  ports  are  (hut  in  rcfpedt  to  exportation.  Some  flatter 
themfelvesy  that  a  confiderable  quantity  may  be  had  from  the  Me- 
diterranean ;  but  as  the  South  of  France,  and  a  coniiderabie  part  of 
Spain,  do  not  grow  fuflicient  corn  for  their  population,  they  mad 
give  any  price  for  what  they  can  procure  from  Italy,  Sicily,  and 
Barbary  ;  and  no  bounty  that  will  be  given,  can  countervail  the  high 
freight,  infurance,  and  other  expences  of  bringing  com  from  the 
Mediterranean  to  Great  Britain.  Wc  have  therefore  only  die  North 
of  Europe  and  the^  American  States  to  look  to  for  any  fupply.  Wc 
Ica/n  that  the  laft  crops  in  the  North  of  Europe,  and  in  the  Ame- 
rican States,  arc  rather  better  than  a  common  crop  ;  but  the  flock 
in  all  thofe  countries  was  greatly  and  uncommonly  exhaufled  at  the 
time  of  the  laft  harvcft.  •  The  export  of  wheat  from  North  Ame- 
rica to  the  Weft  Indies  and  Europe,  probably  has  never  amounted 
in  one  year  to  500,000  quarters  \  and  it  may  be  doubted,  whether 
a  greater  quantity  is  often  exported  from  the  North  of  Europe. 
The  greateft  quantity  of  wheat  and  flour  imported  in  one  year  into 
Great  Britain  from  the  American  States,  was  93,724  quarters; 
but  we  have  only  twice  bcenkable  to  procure  above  50,000  quarten 
iiom  thence<  The  greateft  quantity  imported  in  one  year  from  the 
North  of  Europe,  including  Hamburgh  andBremen,  was  329,281 
^piarters  ^but  wc  have  only  thrice  exceeded  200,000  quarters  from 
that  part  of  die  worlds     Under  all  circumftances^  it  is  veiy  impro- 
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bable  we  (hall  be  able  to  import  that  quantity  l^efore  the  next  harveft^ 
coniidcring  the  extraordinary  competition  of  the  Dutch  and  French. 
Even  fuppofing  a  g(X)d  crop  in  France,  there  are  large  diftrids  in 
that  country  that  never  did  grow  fufficient  for  their  inhabitants. 

There  is  great  difficulty  in  moving  corn  from  one  province  to  an- 
other, and  fevere  famine  takes  place  in  fome  departments,  while 
bread  is  comparatively  at  a  moderate  price  in  others.  It  is  the 
policy  of  thofe  who  govern  in  France,  to  procure  quantities  of  com 
at  any  rate,  and  while  they  have  an  ounce  of  gold  or  (ilver  left,  they 
will  purchafe  what  they  can  ;  and  as  wheat  is  from  40  to  50  ihil'- 
lings  per  quarter  dearer  at  Amftcrdam  than  in  England,  and  as  a 
cargo  of  American  flour  fold  at  Havre-de-Grace  the  laft  day  of  laft 
month  at  5I.  fterling  in  ca(h  per  barrel,  or  il.  8s,  i  ijd.  per  bufhcU 
it  is  eafy  to  judge  where  the  greater  part  of  the  limited  quantity  of 
wheat  in  the  north  of  Europe  and  America  will  go.  Suppofing, 
however,  notwithfiandlng  the  extraordinary  competition  at  this 
period,  we  fhould  be  able  to  import  from  the  north  of  Europe,  and 
from  America,  the  greatcft  quantity  we  ever  could  obtain  in  the 
moft  favourable  times,  the  amount  will  be  only  4.23,000  quarters, 
not  m  jch  more  than  the  ordinary  confumption  of  three  weeks ;  but 
it  is  not  likely  that  we  (hall  be  able  to  procure  a  greater  quantity  of 
corn  in  1796  than  in  1 7  9 S>  or  that  bounties  will  procure  for  us  a 
confiderable  quantity  of  wheat  more  than  we  (hould*  get  without 
them.  Bounties  cannot  increafe  the  laft  crop ;  and  the  quantity  pf 
corn  that  can  be  fpared  at  any  time  from  the  confumption  of  the  in- 
habitants of  thofe  counties  that  ufually  export,  is  much  more  limited 
tlian  is  generally  imagined  ;  perhaps  not  equal  to  the  quantity  we 
now  want. 

This  Houfc,  the  Committee,  and  His  Majefty's  Miniftcrs,  would 
become  moft  ferioufly  refponfible,  if  they  fhould  fail  to  communi- 
cate to  the  public  fuch  information  as  they  may  have  in  their  power, 
on  fo  very  inrerefting  a  fubjedl. — The  R-ports  from  the  Committee, 
avoid  as  miich  as  poftible  to  flatter  the  public  in  refpedt  to  an  ade- 
quate fupply  fiom  abroad.  It  is  highly  incuftibent  to  make  thefe 
ftacements  fairly  to  the  public  ;  although  they  may  alarm  at  ^rft, 
that  alarm  would  ceafe,  when  we  confidtV  that  We  have  a  moft  abun- 
dant crop  of  oats,  barley,  and  potatoes,  and  thereby  ample  means 
of  making  up  the  deficiency  of  the  wheat  crop  :  it  cannot  be  con- 
iidered  as  an  infufferable  calami  y,  if  we  (hould  be  obliged  to  make 
up  one-fourth  of  our  ufual  confumption  tm  an  exigency,  by  fuch 
fubftitutes,  (.r  y  fuch  wholefome  or  palatable  mixtures.  Barley 
and  oaten  bead  were,  not  many  years  ago,  the  fooJ  of  nearly  half 
of  this  ifland ;  and  in  very  good  times,  they  arc  Tcry  wholeibme, 
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and  have  been  found  fufBcientty  nutritive  for  the  moft  laboriocis  part 
of  the  community.— *If  it  fhould  be  thought  that  wc  have  not 
enough  of  thofe  articles  to  ftiake  up  a  fourth  of  our  ufual  oonfump- 
tion,  a  bounty  might  be  offered  to  encourage  the  importinion.  He 
had  no  idea  of  any  limitation  of  expence,  to  fecure  fufficicnt  food 
for  the  people*  That  a  bounty  would  be  of  fervice,  is,  however, 
much  to  be  doubted.  We  ufually  import  from  feven  t9  nine  hun- 
dred thoufand  quarters  of  oats,  and  it  is  (uppofed  we  maj  have  aboot 
6oOyOoo  quarters  from  Ireland  the  enfuing  year.  The  good  fenfe 
of  the  country,  when  fatisfied  of  its  real  ftate  in  refpeS  to  the  flock 
of  wheat,  and  its,  refources,  will  turn  to  the  only  management  which 
can  obviate  the  diftrefs  which  muft  otherwife  take  place  before  the 
next  harvcft ;  and  it  will  undoubtedly  be  the  general  wifh  to  rc- 
ferve  as  much  wheat  as  poflible  for  the  lower  ranks,  who  have 
chiefly  fubllA^  on  that  article,  even  to  gratify  prejudices  or  notions 
of  comfort.  The  grcateft  difficulty  in  refpe£l  to  fuftitutes  or  mix- 
tures, occurs  in  large  cities  or  towns ;  but  even  there,  the  high 
price  of  corn  will  produce  good  management  and  great  iavixig. 
There  are  few  parts  in  the  country  where  fubflitutcs  for  whcaten 
flour  were  not  in  a  confiderable  degree  adopted.  In  fome  diftrids, 
the  people  had  entirely  returned  to  barley  and  oaten  bread  ;  it  i>, 
therefore,  reafonable  to  fuppofe,  there  will  be  afaving  of  onc^tfaird, 
except  in  great  towns  and  their  neighbourhood.  In  thofe  tovm 
where  an  equal  faving  cannot  be  expeded,  the  quantity  of  when: 
likelv  to  be  imported,  though  not  very  confiderable,  when  added 
to  the  rye,  Indian  corn,  and  rice  (and  of  the  two  laft,  large  quan- 
tities arc  to  be  expedted  from  abroad)  with  what  can  be  fpared  by 
faving  one-third  in  the  country,  may  in  tlie  whole  make  up  the  de- 
ficiency of  one-fourth  of  the  confumption.  There  was  much  more 
reaibn  to  apprehend  that  the  people  might  be  flattered  into  the  idea 
that  management  was  not  neceffary,  than'  that  a  true  ftate  of  our 
iituation  ihould  continue  to  keep  up  the  prcfcnt  unconfcionable  price 
of  corn,  the  fcarcity  of  which  was  not  the  onlyexcufe  of  that  price; 
but  it  can  hardly  be  doubted,  that  the  laws  which  are  now  palTir^ 
to  prohibit  any  articles  of  food  from  being  converted  to  other  des 
and  the  almoft  general  ufc  of  potatoes,  with  many  other  expedients 
will  fo  much  leiTcn  the  demand  for  wheat,  that  die  price  roufl  noc- 
ceflfariiy  fall.  At  all  events,  every  exertion  (hould  be  ufcd,  Aat 
can  pc^ibly  provide  cheaper  food  for  the  people ;  and  it  will  be  for- 
tunate if  the  prcfent  fcarcity  (hould  turn  the  attention  of  the  Icgifb- 
ture  to  fome  great  meafure  which  may  prevent  in  future  a  precari- 
ous dependance  on  foreign  countries  for  our  fubfiftencc,  and  fuch 
^  famine  as  muft  of  courfe  have  cnfued,  if  die  crop  of  other  coro 
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:ncl  potatoes  harf,  tferdcrgjft  a  bad  feafon,  or  fcad  Kaliveft,  be'enrij 
f cfcdKvc  as  the'  crop  of  ^heat.  Thie  ei)gagement  no^  phDpofed^ 
%ak<i  been  confidefcdidth  imcommori  Care ;  and  the  Committee  ift- 
.erwls  to  continue  to  pi*cpare  other  ihatter  for'  the  confldcratibh  ofthrf 
Floufc,  with  as  maA  (fifp^ch  as  poffiblc. 

Mt.  BATIKS  faid  that  he  regardedthc  labours  of  the  Conmifftc€ 
with  gteat  refpeif,  anifhe  hoped  the  Houfe  would  endeavour  td 
irtto  djtecutlorr  the  propofition  which  the  Report  contained,  ari<J 
'^i^as  ready  to  do  every  thing  in  his  po^cr  for  that  pur^fe.  But  he 
^^jviihed  the  Honfe  to  refle£l  ferloufly  whether  the  propoGflorf  wouia 
b«  in  any  corifider^blc  degree  cffeftual  or  adequate*  to  tfie  rertlovai  6F 
tHc  evil: of  tWiich  thcfre  ,was  fo  mudh  reafori  to  conrtplain.  He  believed 
tfiat  the  gentlertierl  Who  rtiould  figri  the  pfopofed  agreement  ^uld 
comply,  as  far  a5  they  i^ere  able,  with  the  provifion  of  it ;  but  he 
feared  ihstt  would  riot  be  to  an  extent  fofficient  tb  meet  the  evil; 
An  agreement  to  fometfiJng  of  this  nature  had  been  cnteted  into  fomc 
time  ago  by  niany  petfons  of  the  firft  diftiridtiori,  but  it  had  not  r^- 
fltotredthe  evib;  and  he  was  afrtfd  thW  this  ftieafuife  would  alfo  ht 
inadequate',  and  that  In  a  feW  rhofiths  the  HfoUfe  wbuld  be  obligei 
tb  go  mach'ferthef-     He  (hould  therefot'c  fuggeff  to  the  HouTe  th* 
fjroprietv  of  prohibiting  at  once  the  making  of  bread  of  wheat  al6n?'^ 
and  leaving  the  diflfefent  ct)mpofitions  of  bread  to  be  of  a  mixture 
of  wheat,  rye,  barley,  potatoes,  ot  Indian  cord,  as  the  cafe  ftirghi 
require,  and  in  certain  proportions.     If  the  Houfe  ^U  not  adopt  ifc' 
now,  he  was  afbid  they  would  foon  be  obliged*. to  addpt  it.  .  rtc 
wi(hed  alfo  for  the  Houfe  to  confider  whether  millers  (hould  Bi;  al- 
lowed to  refirie  wheat  flour '  beyond  a  certain  ftandard;     He  appre- 
hended fhar  the  dartgef  of  thefe  rejgulations,  in  co^nfeqwerifce  of  iha 
hardfhips  which  they  would  introduce,  were  in  a  great  d^rce  cf6& 
merical ;  for  he  believed  that  the  great  mafs  of  the. people  would^nc^ 
take  it  to  be  an-  injury  If  the  higher  claffes'  fet  them  the  example  of 
^sAng  Ak  btead.  The  h^her  daflb  coutd  at  prcfent  eat  Wiat  bi^eaS 
they  pleafed,  but  the  lower  claflfes  were  fo  far  from  it  that  they  Cljdi 
flot  fubflffupbn  the*  wages  for 'their  labour,  and  a'  '^ft  riiimbcY  of 
them  were  obliged  to  fubfift  Oporf  charity.     Therefore  it  appcalretf 
to  him 'that  the' better  war  Wotildbeto  cottieat  oilcc  to  a  regufatiori 
bylaw,  with  regard  to  bread,  that '  the  rkh  might  oe*  compel!^ 'to 
cat  ther'fame  bread'  as  the  jJcTqr.   He  did' not  fay  this  jnyorftradiftioni 
to  dieoJ)Hii6rt  of  the  CottiHiit^i  WhdVtfcoTtilTiende^'tlie^^ 
now  propofed,  on  the  contrary,  he  approved  of  it'4s  rar  as  it  Wcrft  j 
t)Ut  he  wa»  afraid  it  wddd  not  go  far  ertoq^h  to  r^hiove  'tjie  c^it.-   . 
Mr.  Sccnrtary  DlJl^OA'S'cOTfcniaed  thk'  the  t^rineipie^  6f  flW 
p^eafure  was  a  good  ohc<iiiir wasV  th^tf* wl^ile'  thrf'ri&ir'*^f«  cn^^ 
Vw.  XLIIL  I  A 
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ingotherluxuriesythey  (hould  dinuni(h  tfadrconfmnplionof  bcead, 
in  order  that  more  of  that  necedary  article  ibould  be  left-  for  die  u£: 
of  the  poor>  who  were  not  able  to  procure  other  ardclcs  of  food. 
The  honourable  gentlepnan  who  had  fpoken  laft  feenied  to  &urk 
that  the  aiTociation  would  be  inefliedual,  and  one  of  bis  icafons  was, 
that  it  was  an  unufual  thing.  This,  in  his  opiniony  was  the  pLv 
ctpal  recoounendation  of  thdT  meafure.  It  was  no.queiUon  ifx>n 
which  there  could  be  a  majority  and  a  minority,  as  in  other  quefiuns; 
it  was  a  queftion.  upon  which  the  whole  Houfe  would»  he  was  oon- 
yincedf  be  unanimous.  Whether  other  meafure»  mig^t  be  need- 
iary,  ,he  was  hot  prepared  to  decide^  but  he  ceiladidy  thou;^,  thar 
p^cn  if  other  mcafures  fhould  be  ncce0ary,  the  Houfe  ought  to  adop: 
the  prefent  propofitioni  and  not  to  have  recourfe  to  compuUbrf  ma- 
furcs  in  tlie  (irA  inftance.  Befides,  it  would  berecoUcded  dtat  thers 
was  a  prejudice  in  the  minds  of  the  people  againft  oompulibiy  met* 
fures.  A  difliks  had  exited  againft  any  other  than  the  bread  oom- 
monly  in  ufe ;— that  diflike,  he  was  happy  to  ftate,  was  in  mazrr 
places  removedi  and  the  people  in  thoffs  phices  ate  and  rdiibed  bicad 
not  made  wholly  of  wheat.  Did  gentlemen  recoIle£l  thai  a  oom- 
pulfory  meafure  would  render  an  zA  of  Parliament  necd&ij  ?  that 
that  ad  could  not  be  pafled  in  lefs  than  four  or  five  weeks,  and  tint 
^e  delay  of  one  week  was  the  delay  of  a  fifty-feoond  part  of  die 
queftion  ? — As  foon  as  this  alfociation  became  known  in  the  coontiy, 
it  would,  he  had  no  doubt,  be  univer&l ;  and  he  was  decidedly  of 
opinion,  that  the  legiflative  example  would  be  more  efficacious  than 
the  legiflative  authority  of  Parliament. 

Mr.  CUR  WEN  thought  that  the  refolution  would  foil  fbortof 
th^  end  prGfx)fed.  He  wifhed  the  people  to  be  eameftly  reoom* 
mended  to  ufp  mixod  bread ;  and  obferve  ftridl  oeconoiiiy  in  tbc 
uiage  of  flour. 

Alderman  NEWNHAM  wi(hed  fometbing  ought  be  done  to 
prevent  the  combinations  of  millers,  which  tended  lo  raife  the  price 
of  grain. 

Mr.  C.  DUNDAS  Wiflied  that  wdglits  and  mcafures  might  be 
^rcfperly  regulated  in  the  fale  of  com. 

Mr.  EAST  ftrodgly  recommended  members  to  be  onantmous  ia 
fupporting  the  prefent  engagement. 

Mr,.  RYDER  agreed  widi  Mr.  Eaft,  that  unaninuty  was  a* 
ceedingly.  tieceifaryr  He  hoped  it  would  liot  be  difiicult  to  cany  i^ 
Refolution  intP  tffc&. 

Mr.  SHERrDAN  faid,  there  was  one  pobit  whkh  would  give 
hin^^mi^dfi  fatisiaiSlipa  to  hear,  viz^  that  Wie  pigpofed  fobftinites  for 
J*^ireiATOw  ia.  ufe/  would  prove  eqiially  nitfritive ;  but  he  »i* 
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sifcaid  diat.  was  not  Ae  cafe :  he  had  been  informed,  that  in  many 
crafesy  in  which  thejr  had  attempted  to  make  bread  of  different  mix- 
Cures,  it  had  been"  found  not  only  unpalatable  but  unwholefbme. 
nrhis  appeared  to  him  a  moft  material  obje6l ;  becanfe,  from  the 
very  high  price  of  all  the  other  articles  of  life,  many  of  the  labour*  • 
ing  poor  were  forced  to  live  chiefly  on  bread.    The  only  remedy  he 
law  for  it  was  to  adopt  the  bill  which  had  been  brou^t  in^  to  in- 
creafe  the  wages  of  labourers—- peribns  who  were  in  a  more  aifBuent 
lituation  would  be  enabled  to  ufe  other  articles,  which  would  dimi<v 
nifti  the  unWholefome  efie6ls  of  this  bread ;  but  men  in  th^t  low 
ftate  to  which  he  had  alluded,  would  not  have  it  in  their  power  to  • 
have  recourfe  to  any  fuch  means,  unlefs  the  bill  was  pafTed  for  in-, 
crcaiing  their  wages.     With  refpe6l  to  the  affociation  propofed,  he 
ihould  objed  to  it  in  its  prefent  form,  not  that  he  did  not  with  die. 
objc£l  for  which  it  was  propofed,  to  be  obtained,  but  becaufe  he  was. 
afraid  it  would  fet  a  bad  precedent— If  Members  were  once  called 
upon  in  that  kind  of  way  to  fubfcribe  to  a  particular  affociation,  it 
might  be  extended  to  others  of  a  different  nanu-e.     He  had  no  ob- 
jc£lion  to  the  HtHife  coming  to  a  refolution  to  recommend  fuch  an 
2ifIbciatioh,  and  that  every  member  in  his  individual  capacity  (hould 
recpmmend  and  enforce  it  by  example  in  the  place  where  he  lived  ; 
and  he  certainly  would  do  it  in  the,  parifh  where  he  lived ;  but  he 
coul3  not  for.  one  moment  confent  to  fign  the  affociation,  as  at  pre-, 
fent  propoi^* 

Mr.  WllLBERFORCE  faid,  he  had  no  doubt  that  there  might 
be  a  ^pecies  of  bread,  compofed  of  certain  mixtures,  which  would 
be  equally  nutritive  with  that  now  in  ufe,  becaufe  it  was  proved  by 
experience  ;  for  it  was  very  well  known,  that  in  many  parts  of 
the  country,  the  poorer  fort  of  people  tifed  bread  compofed,  in  a 
greater  degree,  if  not  entirely,  of  rye,  which  was  not  conlideredas 
unwholefome*  With  rdpe£l  to  the  honourable  gentleman's  obfer- 
v^ion  upon  the  propriety  of  raifing  the  wages  of  labourers,  he  did 
not  think  it  applied,  becaufe,  if  the  prefent  meafure  was  adopted, 
they  would  havg  bread  dieap  in  proportion  to  their  means ;  befidcs, 
tlie  bill  only  propofed  to  raife  the  wages  of  labourers  in  hufbandry^. 
who  were  the  people  among  whom  mixed  bread  was  mofl  in  ufe. 
As  to  what  had  fallen  from  the  honourable  gentleman,  relative  to 
the  propofed  affociation,  he  could  not  agree  with  it.  The  prefent 
folemn  occafion,  in  his  opinion,  called  for  fome  effectual  meafure, 
and  the  one  propofed  appeared  to  him  more  likely  to  produce  its  ob- 
ject, becaufe  it  was  an  unufual  one  ,  and  it  would  alfo  have  th« 
{ood  cfTcdl  of  fhcwing  the  puUic  at  large,  that  the  Paxliament  loft 
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no  dmein  dJtAr\g  every  fiijngin  its  power  tDTdieve1he<fiiieS»<tf 
the  people. 

.  Mr.  HUSSEY  aequieibed  in  it  aljb,  aad  declared  that  he  (bodtf 
iottoduce  fome  regulation  in  his  (amilj  with  regard  to  the  oonfump- 
tion  of  bread.  He  (hould  take  an  account  of  the  oonfampnon  d 
beady  and  he  (hoidd  endeavour  to  lellen  it  by  a  ^itL  He  fliodd 
fccommend  that  pot^oes,  mi^t  be  afed  inftead  of  bfcad,  but  he 
theugji^t  that  potatoes  (hould  be  ufed  as  potAtoes^  not  by  mudif  d»n 
with  fioiurto  make  bread.  Hethou^alfodntrioefliooUbcinMk 
pfe  of  inilead  of  paftry.  If  comptdfion  was  at  ail  to  be  employed, 
pc  would  fubmit  the  propriety  of  ufing  flale  bread,  inftead  of  fidh, 
for  which  purpofe  baking  might  be  allowed  only  three  days  in  the 
week,  and  then  every  perfon  who  eat  bread  would  fac  compelled  to 
loake  ufe  of  fome  that  was  fialc^  and  this  was  die  higbcft  fyoM  of 
ffimpuUion  he  could  confent  to  with  regard  tp  broad* 
.  IVfr.  ^fART|^f  agreed  to  the  propoikion  bcfiarethe  HouTciand 
ftatcd  his  readinefs  to  come  to  any  meafurs  diat  mig^  idieve  tb 
poor  by  any  law  th^t  coidd  be  devitcd,  fer  he  diought  it  was  haidi 
(odeed,  that  a  labouring  man  could  not  live  by  die  fruits  ef  hii 
labour,  without  being  compelled  lo  9fifltf  to  the  charity  of  the  lidu 

The  tefoludon  was  then  put  and  carried. . 

Mr/  RYDER  moved,  that  the  peribns  &fafcribiiig  id  tnso- 
gagement»  fliould  caufe  it  to  be  adopted  in  their  familicsr 

Agreed. 

He  then  moved  that  a  Committee  be  aj^inted  to  diaw  up  ike 
(engagement,  to  be  left  with  the  Qerk  of  the  Journals  of  the  hook 
to  be  figned  by  d)e  members. 

Ordered* 

A  Committee  was  accordingly  appointed,  and  the  memben  of 
the  Committee  immediately  withdrew  to  prepare  an  eif  :^ement 

Mn  SHERIDAN  brought  up  the  fecond  Report  from  die  Com- 
mittee appointed  to  inquire  who  was  the  author  of  a  pamfUct,  en- 
tided  ^f  Thoughts  on  the  £ngli(h  Govemmenf." 

Ordered  to  be  printed,  and  to  be  taken  into  confideradon  at  die 
(pne  dmp  with  tl>e  former  Report. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  inquire  who  was  ^e  author  of  dv 
pamphlet,  intituled,  ''  Thoughts  on  the  Englitb  GovemoKn( 
-^addrefTed  to  the  Quiet  Good  Senfeof  the  People  of  Ei^bo^f 
in  a  Scries  of  Letters — Letter  the  Firft,  on  the  National  Qa- 
rafter  of  Englifhmcn— *The  Nature  of  the  Engli(h  GovtnwWf 
TT-Ttc  forrupdons  caufcd  in.botb  by  d^e  Introdu^Uon  of frtnch 
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[e$~Tlie  E&&S  ^xi^dixed  bf  the Refcrtodon and ^e 
Revolution  upon  Political  Principles— The  ConduA  of  the  Whig 
Party — ^Thc  Character  of  modem  Democrats— -London,  Prin-» 
ltd  for  J.  Owex)^  No.  i68,  Piccadilly — 1795;"  and  wto 
wecB  empowered  to  rqxm  their  proceedings,  frDm  tiineco  dme,. 
to  the  Houfe ;  have  farther  inquired  into  the  matter  to  tbcm  xc- 
ferred,  and  a^eed  upon  the  following  Report. 

Mr.  JOHN  OWEN  being  examined,  was  aiked,  whether  he  perfifldl 
ii^  his  refufal  to  |nire  up  the  author  of  the  pamj^hlet,  btituled,  **  lhou|htt 
on  the  Englifh  Governinent/'  &c.  ?  he  replied^  he  felt  it  his  duty«  no^ 
U>  give  up  the  authoil     Then 

Mr.  THOMAS  WRIGHT  was  airoexamiocd,  and  being  albsd,  whedm 
he  had  aded  af  Sectetary  of  the  Aflpciation  ^t  the  Cjcown  aad  Aachor 
Tavern  ?  he  replied,  no. 

And  expreflsng  a  defire  to  ^ive  information  on  the  fubjefl  of  that  fociety, 
which  he  conceived  would  illuftrare  his  forpier  evidence ;  he  produced  a 
bQok»  containing  their  publications^  intituled,  **  AQbciation  Fispets;^ 
which  at  the  deiire  of  the  Cominittce«  he  delivered  in. 

And  being  (hewn  the  name  of  J*  Moore;  fecretaiy,  figned  to  the  fir(| 
nflbciation,  and  declaration,  and  refolutious  of  the  fociety,  on  the  aotli 
of  November  1792  ;  and  the  N.  B.  which  followed;  viz.  '^  AU  lettcn 
and  conmumcations  are  re^piefted  to  be  aiddrefed  to  the  fecietary  at  diit 
pJace;"  be  was  a&ed,  whether  he  knew  the  faid  fecretaiy,  L  Moore  I 
he  anfwered,  that  J,  Moore  was  a  man  In  nuhibus ;  he  explained,  by  ftat* 
iDg  that  he,'  J.  Moore,  was  merely  a  fictitious  name ;  that  no  fuch  jperfon 
exifted,  as  fecremry  of  the  fociety ;  and  that  he  knew  it  at  the  tune  he 
printed  thcir.prpcee(lin;gs,  but  that  the  name  had  not  been  continued  after 
4  few  meetiim. 

On  being  mewn  the  proceedings  of  the  fociety  oq  the  two  next  meetings^ 
of  the  24th  and  a^th  ox  November,  he  adttiitted  thefignature  of  J«  Moore 
was  the  fanie^  fictions  name. 

.  And  being  (a&ed,  whether  there  were  any  fi^tious  names  amoagft  the 
liH  of  the  Committee,  pub}i(hed  in  the  proceedings  of  the  29th  of  Novem^ 
ber  ?  he  faid,  he  was  lurethexe  were  none. 

And  being  alked,  whether  the  committee  knew  that  their  figding  (ecre* 
tary  was  a  fiaitious  name  ?  he  anfwered,  no  one  but  Mr.  Reevet« — ^Witb 
regard  to  the  means  of  circulation  of  the  fotiety,  he  faid  they  were  xery- 
exteniive  :  he  believed  the  correfpondence  with  Mr.  Reeves  £rom  other 
aiTociations  would  make  fourteen  volumes  bound. 

And  beifig  aiked,  to  whom  he  returned  the  manufcript  of  the  pamphlet 
entituled,  *'  Thoughts  on  the  Engliih  Government,"  ^c.  ?  he  anfwered, 
to  Mr,  Reeves,  from  whom  he  had  received  it. 

Mr.  ANDREW  WILSON  being  examined,  (aid,  that  he  had  beea 
printer  of  the  news-paper  called  **  The  True  Briton,"  and  had  frequent 
opportunities  of  feeing  Mr.  Reeves  write  for  that  paper. 
'  And  upon  being  &ewn  the  proof  iheets  of  the  pamphlet,  intituled^ 
*^  Thougntson  t&  Engliih  Government,"  &c.  as  delivered  in  to  the 
Committee  on  a  former  day  by  Mr.  Tones,  he  wasaiked,  whether  he.knew 
the  hand- writing^ contained  in  the  faid  proof  (hoets,  and  the  (eparate  paper 
thereto  annexed  r  he  replied,  to  the  ben  of  his  knowledge,  they  were^che 
h^od^wfitbg  of  Mr.  lliBev^ 
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•  At  thcTequell  of  Mr.  WRIGHT,  he  was  again  caOod  in;  aad  per- 

BUttcd  to  add  to  his  evidenc^,  as  follows : 

That  it  w^s  at  his  fuggeihoa  original]/  that  the  fiditiooa  name  of  J. 
Moore  was  adopted  by  Mr.  Reeves  pro  tempore^  as  it  might  be  afterwards 
dropped ;  and  at  the  mcetb^  of  the  50th  of  NoTember,  he  mentioned  the 
(^ircumflances  to  the  committee,  who  refoived  that  the  name  ihoixld  be 

And  being  alked,  why  the  refolution  does  not  appear  on  the  proceedings 
of  that  day  ?  he  anfvvered,  becaufe  it  was  confidcred  merely  as  a  private 
icfolutioB, 

'    Sir  JOHN  SINCLAIR  rofe  to  make  his  promifcd  motion,  rrf- 
pefting  the  wafte  lands.     He  began  witli  ftating,  that  the  Houfc, 
in  oonfeqlience  of  the  prefent  fcarcity  and  high  price  of  provifions, 
had  two  objeAs  entitled  to  its  particular  attention.     The  firft  was, 
how  to  dinuni(h  the  prefent  evil.     For  that  purpofe,  a  Sele6t  Com- 
ixiittec  had  been  already  appionted  ;  froni  whofe  zeal  and  abilities 
trjiich  benefit  was  to  be  expc6tcd.      In  confcqucnce  of  their  f-:g;;:ef- 
tior^s,  hi^ji bounties  hail  been  granted  for  the  imjxirtatiun  of  foreign 
grain  \  axr.cl,   this  very  ni^lit,   tiic  Houfc  had  come  to  an  agrcemcnf, 
which  fTiarked  the  peculiar  thllrcfs  to  which  the  country,  was  reduced. 
The  iSv'yzS.  of  his  motion  was  of  a  different  nature.      The  intention 
of  it    waS;  ■  to  prevent  calamity  and  diRrefs  in  future ;  to  cut  up 
". .  •   ♦'  '  y  fi.e  r(H)ts  ;  to  prevent  its  ever  again  coming  witliin  the 
'.  '^s  c4  thib  ifland  :  to  render  it  in  future  unneceffary  cither 
r>  «;::»<  b^>untics  on  the  importation  of  foreign  grain,  or  to  cotnc 
1    i'uch  an  agreement  as  had  been  voted  this  night.     Afl  this  coul<i 
beft  be  effcflcd,  by  refolving  to  cultivate  the  wafte,  uninclofed,  and 
unproduf^ive.lands  of  the  kingdom*     "With  a  motion  to  appoint  a 
Sck£t  Committee  to  take  that  fubjef^  into  confideratiovi^  he  (hould 
conclude  what  he  had  now  to*  offer.     He  then  dated,  that  this  was 
a  fubjcti  which  naturally  came  under  the  cognizance  of  the  Board 
of  Agriculture  ?  who  had  it  frequently  under  difcuflion,  and  who 
at  lafi  came  to  certain  Rcfolutions,  in  confcqucnce  of  which  he  was 
dirc'flcd  to  make  die  prefent  motion  in  Parliament.     As  the  motion 
was  merely  for  the  appointment  of  a  Select  Committee,  he  (hould 
not  think  it  nectffary  to  detain  the  Houfc  longer  at  prefent,  cfpc- 
ciallv  after  the  Ions  and  dcfultorv  converlatioii  which  liad  already 
taken  place. — He  could   not,  however,  avoid  ftating  the  fatisfac- 
tion  he  experienced  from  findin^^  that  the  motion  was  likely  to  meet 
witli  the  general,  and  indeed,  he  truUcH,  tlie  unanimous  concur- 
rence and  approbation  of  the  Hr.'.ife.      He  then  moved,  **  Tliat  a 
Sclent  Committee  be  appointed,  tf>takc  into  conHucration  the  means 
gf  proiooting  the  cuhivation  and  improvement  of  ilie  v»artc,   uma- 
elofcd  a!)d  unprcduciive  land^  of  the  kiiigdom,  and  to  Report  t&c 
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fame  as  it  (bould  tpgax  to  iban,  together  vidi  A^opiidoa  tlMe^ 
4ipon  to  the  Hoitfc  V' 

Mr.  JODDRELL  expreffed  hit  approbation  of  the  meafutc  { 
but  wi(hed  to  know  from  the  honourable  Baronet,  whether  a  general 
inclofing  bill  was  included  in  the  motioi\  ?  Which  being  e^cplmned 
to  his  fatisfsi£fion,  the  motion  pafled  nem.  con.  and  Mr.  Chancel- 
lor Pitt,  Mr.  Secretary  Dundas,  Mr.  Fox,  Lord  William  Ruflell, 
Lord  Momington>  Mjt*  Whitbread,  Mr.  Wilberfiiroe,  and  Sir 
W.  W.  Wynne,  were  appointed  members  of  the  Cctomittce. 

The  Conimittcc  to  whom  it  had  been  referred  to  prepare  the 

form  of  the  aiTociation,  made  the  Report,  of  which  t^e  faHowuig 

is  a  copy.  • 

RESOLUTION* 

Ri/blvid^  nemim  contradictntij 
Tfaftty  te  conference  of  the  high  price  and  deficient  fupply  of  wheats 


»  ■ 


*  The  following  are  the  Refolutions  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture,^  the 
fubjeCl  of  Vafte  lands  and  commons^  on  the  zoth  November,  j  795*  oii 
whicH  Sif  John  Sinclair's  motion  was  founded  : 
•JRefolvcd,    ;   . 

T*.  That  it  appears  to  this  Board,  from  the  retnrns  made of.the Sate  di. 
agrieultvre  in  tne  different  counties,  that  a  Very  confiderable  proportion 
of  the  territory  of  the  united  kingdom,  ftill  remains  wafle  and  unprodnc^ 
tive*  thoagh  capable  of  great  improvement  \  and  it  is  the  opioioik  of  the 
Board,  that  the  prefent  fcareity  and  high  price  of  proviiions  call  molt 
forcibly  for  .every  poifible  encouragement,  tnat  can  be  the  ipeansof  huog;« 
uig  fuch  extenfive  traOs  of  valuable  land  into  a  fiate  of  cultivation. 

XI*  That  the  improvedsent  of  thefc  lands  would  be  greatly  facilitated^ 
})y  a  general  law,  to  render  the  divifion  and  drainage  thereof  lels  trouble* 
feme  and  expenfive  ;  the  neceffity  of  applying  for  private  a6ls,  being  the 
chief  obftacle,  and  amountinj[,  in  many  inflances,  to  a  prohibition,  offo 
clTrntial  an  improvement* 

HI.  That  it  ift  expedient,  that  ap^cation  be  made  to  Bifliament,  to 
raice  urtder  its  confideration,  thebeft  mode  of  encouraging  the  improve* 
menc  bf  fuch  lands,  as  one  of  the  mod  effedual  means  of  providing  for 
an  increafed  popXilation,  giving  employment  to  the  induftrous  and  Iau>or- 
iog  poor,  and  preventing  future  fcareity. 

IV.  That  in  the  opinion  of  thb  Board,  fuch  an  application  has  become 
peculiarly  necelfary  at  this  time,  as  the  lands  in  cultivation,  have  been 
found,  on  the  average  of  fcveral  years  paft,  inadequate  to  the  confump* 
tion  of  the  kingdom  ;  and  that  foch  an  encouragement  of  agriculture  as 
is  here  recommended,  might  not  only  be  the  means  of  railing  a  fufficieot 
quaintity  of  bread  com  for  the  home  confumption,  but  alfo  of  providing; 
a  furplus,  and  preventing  the  precarious  lituation,  of  depending  on  foreign 
countries,  for  the  national  fubiiftence* 

^  V«  That  the  Pre&ient  be  requeued  to  more  in  the  Hoafe  of  ComMna « 
for  the  appointment  of  a  Committee,  to  take  the  above  iinportant  fnbjeft 
into  cohfideratlon ;  and  that  the  Board  do  lay  before  the  Committee  that 
may  be  appointed  for  that  purpofe,  all  the  information  diat  it  has  bees 
ahle  to  collet,  in  regard  to  the  wa&e  aiid  Vn{»r6dii&ive  lands  of  the  king* 
4iom^ 
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k » expedient t6 adbp*  fac&  mealiwies* nity be ptaiffiaibfclbr diminifh-* 
ing  theconfumption  thereof,  during  the  condnoaflce  of  the  piHcnc  pcc^ 
fare,  and  for  introducing  th«  ufe'm  fiieh  M^krai  Hxtfjr  conrvtaicndjr  be 

fubflituted  in  the  place  thesoof^ 

AGREEMENT. 

We,  the  underfigned^  impreflcd  with  a  fenfc  6f  the  evilt  wbkli  may  be 
experienced  by  His  Majdiy's  fubje£ts,  in  conieqaen(fe  of  the  deficient  fup. 
ply' of  wheat,  urrlefs  timciy  and  efieftual  meafores  aie't^en  to  ledoce  the 
canfiimptioiL  thereof,,  wichdir  fuch  hmittf  as  may  prevenx  the  prepare  of 
adlual  £:arcity  pcetiout  to  next  harveft,  and  may  iecsie^  »  far  as  pofEble, 
the  neceiTar]^  fubfiilence  of  the  people  of  this  kingdom,  until  it  fliaii  pleafe 
divine  Providence  to  rcftorc  the  blcfling  of  general  plenty  ;  do  hereby, 
johitly  and  fcverally,  pledge*  ourlclves,  itt  tm  moft  (bienm  mazuser,  to 
execute  and  maintain,  to  the  utmoft  of  our  pewer,  the  fbUonriog  Rcfoia- 
tions  ;..,and  alfo  mod  eameflly  eo  flecommend  the  fame  to  be  adofbcd  io 
our  refpedive  neighbourhoods. 

^  V  We  vn\i  reduoe  the  cohGmptxon  cf  wholt  m  o«r  fimtlite,  by  m  Ics^ 
one-third  of  the  ufual  quantity  corifiimed  inordinazy  dmes.. 

In  order  to  eifedl  this  redudion,  either  we  will  limit  to  diat  extent  the 
qnantlty  of  fine  wheaten  bread  ufcd  by  each  individual  in  our  fiumlies ;  or 
fre  willconfume  therein  only  mixed  breads  of  which  not  more  than  two- 
thirds  (hall  be  made  of  \^heat ;  or  we  will  confume  only  p  proportioaal 
quantity  ofmixed  bread,  of  which  more  than  two-thirds  is  made  of  wheat : 
or  a-pToporcional  quantity  of  bread  made  of  wheat  aIon6,  from  which  no 
inore  than  five  pounds  weight  of  bran  per  bufiiel  is  ex-daded :  and  wc  will 
Sdfo  (if  it  llhall  DC  neceffary  for  the  purpofe  of  this  engagement}  pcohibit 
in  OUT  families  the  Ufe  of  wheaten  Sour  m  pailry,  and  dimi(h».  as  mach  a* 
foffiblfe,  theufe  thereof  in  other  articles  than  bread* 
•  Byfonie  one  or  more  of  theft  mea/ures,  or  by  any  other  which  may  be 
found  equally  efFedual,  and  more,  expedient  and  pradicahle,  in  our  tci^ 
fjoftivefitfiations,  we  will,  to  thcutmoftof  our  power,  enfare  the  reduce 
tion  above-menrioned,  of  at  Icaid  one-third  of  the  quantity  of  wheat  ufually 
con  fumed  in  our  families  in  ordinary  times. 

•  Thiy  engagement  ihall' remain  in  force  trotil  fourteen  days  after  the 
commencement  of  the  next  feffion  of  Parliament,  unlefs  the  average  price 
of  wheat  in  the  whole  kingdom  (hall  be  reduced,  before  that  time,  to  eigbr 
ihilKngspcr  Wnchefter  bulhel:  and  we  do  earneftly  reconuneod  to  ouf 
fellow  fubje^  to  adopt  and  ftridlly  to  adhere  to  the  fame. 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  agreement  be  ingrofTed  oft  a  roft  of  Parchment, 
with  diilin^ion  fox:  the  counties  and  places  therein,-  according  to-  ilic  roH 
fcr  fubfcribing  the  teft ;  and  that  the  agreement  be  left  at  the  office  of  the 
Clerk  of  the  Journals  of  this  Houfe,  ia  order  to  be  fubfcribed  by  fui.h 
inembers  of  this  Houfe  as  chafe  to  fign  thefan^e  themfclves,  or  who  (hall 
figtiify  their  defirc  to  any  other  member  of  this  Houfe,  or  to  the  Clerk 
of  the  Journals,  to  fubfcribe  the  fame  for  them.- 

Mimdaf,   14/A  of  Decembers 

^  Mr.  Secretly  DUNDAS  bvoughr  up  an  accourtt  of  the  officers 
promoted  to  die  niirvk'ofgeDctat  officers  in  Ihdia,  whicb  wa/laiJ 
(ipon  the  table.^ 

,  The  SECRETARY  AT  WAR  brought  op  the  copies  of  ili« 
•orrefpondencc  between  Cglonel JSay  and  His  Majefty's  Secretary  of 
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State  and  Seccebuy  at  War,  concerning  the  109th,  or  Abcrdccn- 
fli^ire  Regiment,  which  was  laid  upon  the  table. 

The  order  of  the  day  was  read  for  the  fecond  reading  of  the  Mu- 
^irty  bill,  when 

Mr.  FRANCIS  aflccd  why  it  was  introduced  fo  foon,  as  the 
]NIutiny  bill  of  laft  year  did  not  expire  till  March  ? 

The  SECRETARY  AT  WAR  replied  that  diere  was  no  par- 
ticular reafon  for  it,  nor  did  he  know  of  any  particular  reafon  for 
delaying  it. 

Mr.  FRANCIS  faid  that  it  had  raifed  a  general  idea  of  an  ap« 
preaching  diflblution  of  Parliament. 

The  SECRETARY  AT  WAR  repeated  diat  he  knew  of  no 
other  reafon  for  the  early  intrcxludion  of  it  than  difpatch. 

Mr.  COURTENA Y  confirmed  the  declaration  of  Mr.  Francis, 
that  it  had  excited  an  alarm  of  a  dilTolution  of  Parliament. 

The  bill  was  read  a  fecond  time  and  ordered  to  be  committed 
to-morrow. 

Mr.  ROSE  brought  up  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  bill 
for  grantii^  additional  duties  to  His  Majefty,  upon  the  manu-* 
fadory  of  fhufF  and  tobacco.  Upon  the  motion  for  reading  the 
amendments, 

Mr.  HUSSEY  faid  he  fliould  give  it  his  negative,  becaufe  thd 
money  was  to  be  raifed  from  the  loweft  clafles  of  the  people,  fuch 
as  the  foldiers,  failors,  miners,  and  artificers,  with  whpm  tobacco 
was  not  fo  much  a  luxury,  as  in  fome  degree  a  fubfiitute  for  many 
other  neceilaries  of  life.  There  was  one  of  the  articles  in  the  bud- 
get which  he  much  approved  of,  that  was  the  redudion  of  the 
drawbacks  on  fugar^  fo  far  as  it  could  be  carried  into  efie£l  with-- 
out  injuring  our  fale  in  the  foreign  markets,  and  he  wi^ed  that  the 
reduction  had  been  extended,  as  inAead  of  a  quarter,  he  conceived 
it  might  have  borne  a  half. 

'  ^Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  was  happy  diat  the  honourable  gentle- 
man concurred  with  him  in  his  opinbn,  upon  the  redudion  of  the 
drawbacks  on  the  exportation  of  fugar ;  becaufe  while  it  was  likely 
to  be  produdive  to  the  revenue,  it  was  preferable  to  any  other  tax, 
as  it  operated  to  the  relief  of  the  people;  ftill  however  it  was  necef- 
faiy  to  keep  in  view  a  proper  attej^tion  to  the  (late  of  our  trade  in 
fordgn  parts,  and  under  this  confideration,  as  it  was  not  pofiible 
for  any  perfon  to  fay  precifely  what  reduction  our  exportation  would 
bear,  he  did  not  feel  himfelf  authorifed  to  levy  too  laige  a  contribu-^ 
don  from  it.  Jn  regard  to  the  additional  dudes  on  tobacco,  he 
acknowledged  that  they  would  be  exa6ted  in  fome  degree  from  the 
poor ;  but  at  the  fame  time  he  underftood  that  the  greateft  confump*^ 
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tion  was  among  the  m^nufaAurerSy  patticula^y  in  the  aurtide  of 
fnufFi  which  was  ufually  taken  ais  a  luxury,  and  ib  far  as  the  pro- 
portion fell  on  the  agricultural  and  other  lower  clafTes  of  the  com- 
manity,  he  thought  they  could  not  confider  the  tax  as  too  feverc, 
when  ^mpared  with  the  accumulated  burdens  on  property  in 
general. 

General  SMITH  fuggefted  that  in  confidcwtion  of  their  fervios, 
the  foldiers  and  failors^  ought  to  have  fomc  partiality  fhown  them, 
for  by  them  tobacco  was  taken  as  a  dram.  He  really  hoped,  there- 
fore, that  the  right  honourable  gentleman  would  refled  upon  how 
much  we  owed  to  them,  and  provide  a  fupply  for  the  leamcn  and 
our  armies. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  informed  the  honourable  gentleman  that 
^bacco  was  already  fent  on  board  our  fleets  exempt  from  duty. 
.  Mr.  COURTENAY  adverted  to  what  the  labouring  part  of 
the  cofinmunitY  would  fuffer  by  thefe  additional  duties ;  tobacco  was 
their  only  luxury,  and  ferved  them,  as  his  honourable  friend  had 
obferved,  as  a  dram,  or  rather  as  an  opiate.  He  conceived  it, 
therefore,  very  wrong  in  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  tso  de- 
prive them  of  the  only  means^  in  theif  power  to  forget  the  difhcfs 
which  he  had  brought  upon  them. 

General  TARLETON  wifhed  for  the  introdu^on  of  a  claufc 
to  exempt  the  foldiers  from  thefe  duties. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PlTl^  repltedy  that  wheii  the  foldiers  were  on 
board  the  tranfports,  they  were  exempted  in  common  with  the 
failors,  but  if  they  were  exempted  on  (horc,  he  feared  fuch  exemp- 
tion would  be  liable  to  great  abufe. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  rofe  with  relufbnce,  but  in  his  opinion,  it 
was  a  tax  upon  the  poor  which  tended  to  deprive  them  of  their  only 
luxury.  He  wi(hed,  thereibrei  that  the  right  honourable  geode- 
man  would  reconlider  it,  and  he  thought,,  he  would  be  induced  to 
make  confiderable  alterations. 

The  amendments  were  then  read>  and  the  bill  was  ordered  to 
be  engrofTedy  and  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

The  bill  for  impofing  additional  duties  on  horfes  of  plcafure,  af- 
ter a  few  words  from  Gcncal  Smith  in  objection,  was  read  a  feoood 
time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to-morrow. 

Upon  the  order  of  the  day  for  the  fccond  reading  of  the  KIl,  which 
impofcd  certain  duties  for  any  horfe,  mare,  or  gelding,  colt,  filky, 
or  mule, 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  obferved,  that  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
man had  found  this  bill  as  it  was  originally  propofedy  llaBlc  to  oJ)- 
jcflions,   ai^d  had  already  made  fome  alterations.     He  wJfh'c^  tb 
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Jktiow  if  it  extended  to  all  the  Aock  of  the  farmer,  or  tpany  part  ^f 
^lut  docky  before  it  was  of  ufe  in  labour,  becaufc  if  it  did,  he 
fltiould  certaiidy  oppoTe  it.  He  always  blamed  the  cuAom  of  not 
printii^  Money  bills,  which  he  attributed  folely  to  indolence,  and 
faid,  he  ihould  move  that  a^ies  of  this  bill  be  printed. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  if  the  honourable  gentleman  meant 
Co  make  his  motion  for  a  ground  of  delay  he  (hould  obje<3  to  it ; 
£br,  although  he  faid  the  other  night,  that  he  (hould  be  very  ready 
to  print  this  bill,  yet  it  was  upon  the  condition  that  a  proper  reafon 
iliould  be  affigncd  for  it;  and,  unlefs  a  ipecial  and  fu$cicnt  reafon 
could  be  aligned,  be  certainly  did  not  like  to  depart  from  the  efiah- 
JLi(hed  order  of  the  Houfe. 

Mr.  DENT  mentioned  one  effe£l  of  the  bill  upon  the  northern 
couRties,  where  9  number  of  fmall  horfes  were  purchafcd  for  ten 
ihillings  each,  to  carry  lime  and  aflies,  for  which  reafon  he  fuggeft- 
ed  fome  exemption  (hould  be  made  for  horfes  under  a  certain  tnjq. 
After  a  few  words  firom  General  Smith  and  Lord  William  RuflTell, 
the  bill  was  read  a  feoond  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  on 
Wcdnefday. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  then  moved  that  a  certain  number  of  copies 
of  the  bill  be  printed.  . 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  repeated,  that  he  did  not  like  to  depart 
'irom  the  eiiabli(hed  order  of  ;he  Houfe,  unlefs  an  efpecial  and  fuCr 
ficient  reafon  (hould  be  given. 

Mr.  MARTIN  remairkqd  that  he  had  often  heard  it  mentioned^ 
but  he  never  knew  ^ny  good  rea(on  why  Money  bills  were  not 
printed. 

M^'  SHERIDAN  faid,  that  they  ought  to  be  printed  above  all 
others ;  and,  if  fuch  had  been  the  Cuftom,  the  amazing  number  qf 
blunders  which  had  repeatedly  occurred  in  the  Money  bills  of  the 
right  bpnourable  gentleman  might  Lave  been  removed. 

Mr.  Sheridan's  motion  for  the  printing  of  the  bill  was  then  .put 
and  n^tived  without  a  divi(ion. 

Mr.  RYDER  moved,  that  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  noanagp 
the  conference  with  the  Lords,  refpe£ting  the  engagement  entered 
into  to  dimini(h  the  confiimption  of  wheat ;  and  alfo,  that  printed 
copies  of  the  Reports  of  the  Committee,  on  the  hi^  price  of  corn, 
be  communicated  to  the  Lords.  The  motion  was  agreed  to,  and 
a  Committee  appointed,  who  withdrew  to  the  Lords  accordingly. 
Mr.  Ryder  afterwards  reported  the  conference  which  had  been  helfi 
with  the  Lords. 

Mn  LECHMERE  cxpre(fed  himfelf  difCi^isfied  with  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Houfe  refpeding  the  felicity  ^pd  high  price  of  prOi« 
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vifionsi  and  gave  notice,  that  he  Ihould  bring  forward  a  motion  fo* 
redrdfing  the  evils  produced  by  the  fcarcity.  Durii^  the  rcccfe 
he  (hould  employ  himfelf  in  examining  into  the  caufes  which  pro- 
duced fo  much  diftrefs  amongft  the  poor  throu^out  the  country,  and 
ibte  the  refult  of  his  bquiries  to  the  Houfe. 

The  Houfe  refolved  itfclf  into  a  Committee  upon  the  Com 
Bounty  bill,  Mr.  Hobart  in  the  diair. 

General  SMITH  apprehended,  that  notwithflanding  the  bounty 
oficred,  very  little  corn  would  be  imported.  On  fomc  future  dar, 
ixt  (hould  propofc,  that  there  be  laid  before  the  Houfe,  an  aaxxint 
of  the  quantity  of  com  imported,  and  what  effeft  this  bounty  had 
produced,  and  that  there  be  laid  before  the  Houfe,  a  monthly  return 
of  the  com  imjx)rted,  and  bounties  paid.  ^Particular  ports  being 
named,  into  which  corn  (hould  be  imported,  to  be  entitled  to  the 
bounty.  General  Smith  thought  that  the  liberty  of  importation 
ought  to  be  extended  to  every  port  in  the  kingdom. 

Mr.  RYDER  fald,  that  the  rcafonof  particular  ports  bring 
named,  was  in  order  to  prevent  fraud,  and  that  tlierc  might  be  an 
examination  of  the  corn,  by  perfons  redding  in  fuch  ports,  vho 
•were  converfant  in  the  com  trade  ;  whereas,  in  very  fmall  ports, 
there  might  not  be  perfons  competent  to  pafs  a  proper  ju(%cmcnt. 

Mr,  HUSSEY  thought  the  importation  (hould  be  extended  to 
all  ports  that  had  a  cuftom-houfe.  Here  Mr.  Huffcf  bid,  that  if 
he  was  regular  in  that  ftage  of  the  bill,  he -would  move,  agreeably 
to  his  intimation  on  a  former  ni^t,  that  2os.  bounty  be  allowed 
per  quarter,  for  com  imported  (rom  all  parts  indificraitly,  as  oor 
beft  chaiKe  of  being  fupplied  was  not  from  any  of  the  countries  of 
Europe.  If  he  could  not  then  make  his  motion  in  order,  he  woul<i 
withhold  it  till  fome  other  ftage  of  the  bill. 

Sir  PETER  BURRELL  wifted  the  bounty  to  be  extended  to 
com  now  in  warehoufcs  iq  this  country,  and  entered  for  exporta- 
tion. 

This  requiring  a  refolution,  for  which  there  would  be  an  oppor- 
tunity on  bringing  forward  the  report,  he  poftponed  his  motiori  to 
that  time. 

The  order  of  the  day  was  read  for  the  farther  consideration  of  the 
reports  of  the  Committee  appointed  to  inquire  who  was  the  author 
of  a  libellous  pamphlet  entitled,  '*  Thoughts  on  the  Enjliih  Go- 
vernment," when  the  clerk  read  the  fecond  Report  of  the  Committee, 
»nd  the  refolution  of  the  Houfe  on  the  26th  of  November. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  faid,  that  after  the  refolution  which  the 
Houfe  had  jufl  heard,  hs  (hould  be  much  difappointed  if  there 
fbould  appear  any  want  of  unanimity  on  the  fubjed  of  the  aCrociouj 
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libd  which  had  been  fo  fuccefsfully  traced  to  its  fource.     tie  could 

not,  howeveri  help  exprefling  an  apprehenfion  from  what  had  fallen 

on  a  former  evening  from  one  of  the  right  honourable  gentlemen  on 

the  other  fide,   that  a  difference  of  opinion  might  arife  as  to  the 

mode  of  proceeding!  and  the  meafures  which  ihould  be  thought  moft 

likely  to  effcSt  the  ends  of  juftice,  and  fupport  the  refpe£tability  of 

the  Houfe.     When  the  fM  Report  was  prefentcd,  itiiad  been  al« 

ledged  by  fome,  that  the  ^evidence  which  had  been  obtained  wm  not 

fufficient ;  by  others,  that  it  was  fully  fufficient  to  go  to  a  dired 

pirofecution  of  Mr.  Reeves,  either  as  the  author,  or  at  leaft^  for 

a6ting  as  the  author,  of  the  libel ;  by  others,  that  t^e  Committee 

had  flopt  fhort  at  that  point,  which  was  conceived  to  be  the  moft 

important  and  neceflary;  but  thfs  mode  of  arguing  was  founded 

upon  a  miftake,   which  gentlemen  made  as  to  the  nature  of  the 

Committee  itfelf,  which  was  not  inftituted  to  try  a  delinquent,  but 

to  inquire  after,  and  afcertain  grounds,  whereupon  to  cRsiMfh  the 

delinquency. 

Therefore,  in  the  fecond  Report  which  the  Committee  had  made, 
in  ordei  to  meet  every  dbubt,  they  bad  taken  care  to  leave  no  nxxn 
for  any  fimilar  objcdlions ;  therefore,  they  had  called  upon  Mr, 
John  Owen,  the  publiflier  of  the  libel,  who  had  been  left  in  a 
very  aukward  fituation,  by  the  ftate  of  his  evidence  on  the  firft  ;  on 
the  laft  occaiion,  they  had  queftioned  him  if  he  fiill  perfified  in  his 
refufal  to  give  up  the  author,  to  which  he  replied  he  did,  and  could 
not  think  himfelf  juAifiable  in  doing  otherwiie  than  remaining  (ilent ; 
die  committee  had  deemed  this  filence  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Owen 
contumacious  towards  the  Committee,  and  had  direfted  him 
(Mr.  S.)  as  chairman  to  notify  the  fame  to  the  Houfe  ;  this,  he  {aid, 
having  thus  done,  he  could  not  think  himfelf  at  all  bound  to  pro- 
ceed farther  in  the  bulinefs  than  was  agreeable  to  the  diftates  of  hiii 
own  confcience,  which  would  not  permit  hitti  at  any  time  to  ru(h 
upon  meafures  that  might  by  poffibllity  of  even  the  remoteft  kind 
tend  to  injure  the  freedom  of  the  prefs.  This  freedom,  he  remarked, 
might  be  materially  injured  by  either  corrupting  or  opprefling  thole 
who  were  engaged  in  the  management  of  an  obje£t  of  fuch  delicacy 
and  importance,  taken  either  as  the  oigan  of  liberty  or  of  fcience ; 
he  had  on  this  occafion  too  a  more  fatisfaSory  reafon,  which  was, 
that  the  author  had  been  clearly  found  out,  n^twithftanding  the  con- 
fident afiertains  which  had  been  made  by  fome  gentlemen  with  re- 
fpe6t  to  the  ignorance  of  Mr.  Reeves,  of  the  patriotic  work  in  quef* 
tion.  He  took  notice  of  the  fituation  in  which  Mr.  Reeves  ftood, 
the  diftinguifhed  protedion  he  enjoyed,  and  his  immediate  con- 
nefiioD  with,  and  the  little  fufpicion  a  pubUfher  could  reafonablj 
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feci,  under  fuch  exifling  clrcumftances,  that  libellous  afpertion  oa 
the  Houfe  of  Commons^  much  Icfs  dcxSrines  tendir^  to  lop  th^ 
floufc  and  the  Houfe  of  Lords  off  from  the  trunk  of  tlic  Gmitim- 
tionj  fuch  a  produdion  would  originate  from  fuch  a  fpurccl  He  then 
look  notice  of  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Thomas  Wright,  who  had 
ip^ven  fonK  information  concerning  an  affociation,  of  which  die 
author  of.  th&ilibel  was  the  chairman  j  from  this  evidence  it  ap- 
feared  '^hat  Mo  Reeves  was  the  leading  perfon  of  the  memorable 
cluby  pr  So^ii^ty  of  AlarmiQs^  who  had  fet  the  country  in  a  flame 
^jfh^tijie.  bugbear  tales  of  plots  and  confpiracies,  treafons  latched 
^nd  h^tchixig,  gf  dcfi^ns  on  the  Tower  and  tlic  Bank»  and  Jacobin 
^b^  a^o^i.atod  to  introduce  the  levelling  and  xepublican  Af>ems. 
Jt  spiglK  ii  a  6rA  glince  fecm  that  the  circumfunce  of  the  chair- 
man^ fupb  an  affociation  asthat  at  the  Crown  arvi  Anchor,  being 
the  apthor  of  (hat  libel  before  the  houfci  was  of  .a  trivUl  nature  ; 
^i|t }(  dt  wp»:C|C>nfidcred  tl>at  the  chairman  was  ^himfclf  in  the 
conftant  habit  of  correfpondence  and  intcrcourfc  with  the  Treafury, 
ti\i^  thiS' ^fibciauon  at  the  Crown  and  Anchor  had  two  thoufand 
othef:(a!(}ifl;Ues  bii^nct)ed  offend  ^ffiliatcd  with  their  mother  ^nctv, 
^d  that  fuch  doiSlrines  as  ithe  libel  now  before  the  Houfe  by  fucb 
means  abt^incc]  ;hc  mo(l  fapid,  and  h^  might  fay  fat/1  circulaticol 
through  the  ciHjntry— ^-w^ien  i/t  appeared  tbat  the  correfptindcnce 
between  Mr.  Reeves's  Mot)ttr  Society  and  the  two  thoufand  aurficT 
lies  of  his  principles,  ^'o^ld  makcL  fourteen  folio  volumes,  he  thuughi 
thp  fcrigufnefs  of  fuch  9  ponn&i^lion  wa^  indeed  of  no  light  conlidera* 
tioUy  bu^  Qf  the  moQ  d^V^g^ous  and  alarming*  It  was,  of  all  the 
occurrences  tt^hich  h^d  ^ri/ien  finco  flic  Revolution,  the  moft  alarm- 
^  for  the  liberties  of  this  country,  tliat  a  m^i)  countenanced  a^  he 
was  by  Government,  with  fuch  cxtenfivc  mr^ns  of  dilKnunating 
fuch  dtjt^fi^ble  docJrincs,  fliould,  .iiftcr  having  circulated  the.  wicktd 
principlf»s  of  others  through  every  ramification  of  the  **  Society  for 
•*  protcding  Liberty  and  Pro^xity  from  Republicans  and  Lc- 
*'.  y^fHers,",  b,e  himklf.  the  autiior  cf  a  work  wlfich  ftruck  at  liie 
fourt/Utions  of  the  Govcrnincnt,  whi:h  affcrrcd  tliC  inutility  of  tliC 
tWO.Houfes  oti  Pariian:£nt  ^nd  afiirnKd  the  fulc  and  excluiivo  right 
pf  the  iQovjernmpnt  ar.d  the  law  to  exift  in  the  King ;  when  he 
faw v  fjJch  an  affociation,  cre^Sing  nidi  on.  deception  and  faliehoixi, 
andjrn^intainii^  itfcif  by  notorious  treiKhery  ajid  boundlefs  ccHTup- 
tiiJtn  {  th^r  the  author  of  tlie  lib^.l.up^n  wUicli  the  Houfe  had  alrcaiiy 
decided  w*^s  ihc  founder  of  tiiis  alu/ciation,  and  in  poffeffjon  of  fu.h 
power,  he  ri^Ooght  it  indeed  an  aiunning  crifis  for  tlus  country,  ai>d 
a  moit  jmporitant  object  for  tlv  confideiation  of  the  Houfe,  in  the 
frOcccdingl which  they  fliu^id  uow  inftitute.  i\i  Qidcr  (o  pui^iihj  qi 
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hich  they  wxnild  now  make  foK  the  tfttich  of  thwr  privileges^ 
He  then  entered  into  a  hiftory  of  the  Crown  and  Anchoi'aflbciatfon; 
-vrhich  he  faid  was  commenced  in  Novcmbei*.  1 792,  and*  oftfervdd 
Iiow  remarkable  it  was  that  the  nation  was  tfianqail^'  no  fears 
abroad  or  at  home,  no  fears  but.  for  the  iffue  of  the  war,  that  in 
one  month  after  that  fociety  had  been  inftitutcd,  tfte  fiation  was 
alamned  from  one  end  to  the  other,  the  guards  were  dbubled,  and 
a  hoft  of  fpies  were  for  the  firft  time  employed  under  the  fanAion  of 
thoic  countenanced  by  the  King  of  Great  Britain's  Minifteri  ;  arms 
and  ammunition  were  prodded,  and  the  Duke  of  Richmond  fud- 
dcnly  threw  himfclf  into  the  Tower,,  with  all  the  terror  that  Height 
arifc  from  an  invafion  :.  but  with  what  efFefl  ?  After  fecret  Com- 
inittees  of  that  Houfe  had  formed  their  report^,  and  after  Meflrs 
Hardy  and  Tookc  had  been  threatened  with  all  th6  penalties  of 
treafon,  it  appeared  that  not  even  one  of  thofe  hired  fpies  could 
prove  a  fingle  faft  in  any  fliape  refembling  plot  or  confpiracy,  after 
cveiy  effort  of  power,  artifice,  and  corruption  had  bccrt  eiterfed  to 
bring  forward  the  moft.  minute  and  fecret  exprefliorts  and  a^ons  of 
thofe  who  had  been  accufcd.  He  dien  noticed  the  ty^cm  of 
falfehood  and  confcious  fraud  upon  which  Reeves*s  allbciation  com- 
menced ;  for  it  appeared  from  Mr.  Wright's  evidence,  that  while 
they  advertifed  that  they  would  receive  anonymous  infbrmatlofi^ 
they  added  as  a  no/a  iene,  ^'  all  letters  and  communications  are  r<^ 
**  qiiefted  to  be  addrefTed  to  the  fecretary  at  this  place."  And  who 
was  this  fecretary  ?  Mr.  Wright  tells  you  that  it  was  a  man  in  the 
clouds  ;  that  it  was  a  fi£lion  ;  that  no  fuch  pcrfon  cxifted ;  and 
that  even  the  Coramittec  did  not  know,  nor  did  any  one  but  Mr, 
Reeves  and  Mr.  Wright,  that  it  was  a  fiflirious  nan^e.  What 
muft  be  thought  of  the  credulity  of  that  Committee,  and  what  of 
the  condu6)  of  him  who  inftituted  fuch  mcafures,  but  as  a  complica- 
tion of  fear,  of  guilt,  and  impofture  ?  But  at*  the  third  meeting  of 
the  fociety  it  appears  that  the  Committee  was  informed  jhat  the  fecre- 
tary was  a  Mr.  Nobody.  But  it  could  not  be  forgotten  what  cffcSt 
this  anonymous  fyftem  had  upon  Mr.  Thomas  Law,  who  in  a 
manner  honourable  to  his  head  and  heart,  withdrew  frorp  tliat  fo- 
ciety,  and  cxpofcd  the  dark  principle  of  its  inftitution.  An4  ^ 
learn  ftill  farther,  that  the  ver)'  refolutions  which  conftitutc.  the 
anonymous  fyftem  were  carefully  kept  out  of  their  books  and  open 
proceedings.  But  it  was  not  merely  this  fecret  fyftem  of  fpies  arid 
informers,  the  invitation  of  anonymous  Information,  noir  the  then 
circulation  of  the  proceedings  of  that  fociety,  which  contained'  many 
particulars  no  lefs  libellous  than  the  pamphlet  befdrt^  the  Houfe, 
equally  Tnimical  to  the  freedom  of  the  people  of  this  country,  the 
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privileges  of  bodi  Rbu&s,  and  even  to  that  title  Ufcn  whidi  akoe 
His  Majefty  held  his  crown ,  but  the  woiks  of  Soome  Jeoyns, 
Whitaker,  and  Arthur  Young,  had  been  openly  recommended  and 
circulate^  by  that  fociety,  and  the  thanks  of  Mr.  Reeves  given  fcf 
fome  of  tbofe  works,  in  themfelves  treafimable  to  theConftitution  of 
die  nation.    In  a  work  of  Young's  it  is  Aated,  **  that  the  cufiuptioa 
'^  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  will  always  increafe  widi  the  power 
'^  which  it  may  be  found  to  poiTeiis**    And  in  the  hmc  work  it  is 
aflertedy  that,  '^  by  an  independent  Parliament,  is  meant  one  that 
**  will  oppofe  any  adminiftradon  ;  that  in  every  Conftitution  diere 
*<  are  fome  men  without  confcience,  fome  without  judgment,  and 
'<  others  without  both ;  that  by  corrupdbn  thofe  fcattered  chaxafiers 
^  are  colIe6ted  and  united,  and  the  bulinefs  of  Government  go^  on 
*'  fmoothly  ;*'  and  finally,  that  ^  an  independant  Houfe  of  Com- 
**  mons  is  no  part  of  the  Bridfh  Conftitution."     When  fuch  doc- 
trinei  are  circulated,  and  when  thanks  are  given  by  the  circulator  to 
the  author,  it  is  but  fair  to  coniider  thofe  fentiments  as  adopted  and 
as  made  his  own ;  and  when  connedled  with  the  publicadon  of  the 
libel  now  before  the  Houfe,  the  fads  conneded  in  one  view^  fanned 
an  attack  the  moft  hideous  that  this  country  had  known  for  a  cen- 
tury to  be  direAed  with  its  government.     He  lamented  that  th* 
Committee  had  not  been  vefted  with  powers  more  ample,  as  be 
was  convinced  from  what  he  had  already  feen,  diat  they  could  have 
traced  the  exiftence  of  a  regular  and  deep-laid  plot  to  introduce  dcf- 
podfm  in  this  country  ;  and  to  have  fhcwn,  that  the  dde  aflumed 
by  that  ibciety,  profeflfedly  to  oppofe  Republicans  and  Levellers,  was 
<mly  a  cover  under  which  bodi  Houfes  of  Parliament  were  meant  to 
be  overturned,  and  tyranny  completely  eAablifhed  on  the  niins  of 
that  little  freedom  which  now  remained  to  the  countiy.     He  then 
adverted  to  a  precedent  of  the  year  1680,  when  the  Judges  Scfpggs, 
Jones,   and  Wefton,  were  accufed  of   countenancing   defpotifm, 
wherein  one  of  thofe  Judges  expreiTed  himfelf  in  terms  the  moft 
harih  againft  Luther,  Calvin,  and  Zuinglius^  and  agalnft  thdr  fd- 
powers :  thefe  reformers  he  had  faid,  were  men  of  fuch  (harp  fptiits 
that  nothing  would  ferve  them  but  a  Parliament,  but  far  his  own 
part  he  knew  of  no  authority  to  whom  he  could  look,  nor  of  any 
law  but  what  came  from  the  King  ;  fuch  was  precifely  the  fiyle  oif 
Air.  Reeves  and  his  aftbciations,  and  he  hoped  the  Houfe  would  fee 
tkeir  honour  was  concerned,  to  give  fome  (ignal  proof  of  dietr  dif* 
pleafure  with  refpe£t  to  the  author  of  fuch  dodlrines.     He  fofboi* 
to  fix  any  &ither  opprobrium  on  the  bills,  which  had  lately  pafTed 
diat  Houfe,  but  obferved  that  if  the  Houfe  marked  any  diing  in  the 
conduft  of  Mr.  Reeves  as  unconftitudonal,  they  could  not  marL 
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it  too  publicly  aa  a  guide  and  light  for  others.  He  could  not  avoid 
remarking,  however/  that  by  the  bills  which  had  juft  pafled^  all  pub- 
lic meetings  in  future  were  to  be  under  the  control  of  Magiflrates^ 
that  in  the  laft  commiffion  Mr.  Reeves  was  made  a  juftice  of  the 
peace,  and  that  in  Weflminfter  the  mighty  movers  of  fedirion,  as 
they  were  denominated,  chiefly  held  their  meetings.  Now  a  right 
honourable  gentleman  had  thought  that  the  paid  Magiftrates  of 
Weftminfter  would  not  be  tlie  firft  to  obtrude  themfelves  at  any  of 
thefe  meetings,  and  perhaps  he  himfelf  might  incline  to  ttiat  opinion. 
He  did  not  think  fuch  a  man  as  Mr.  Bond,  for  inflance,  would, 
who  always  behaves  in  a  fair  and  modeft  manner.  He  begged  to 
be  underftood  that  he  made  no  allufion  to  that  gentleman's  former 
mode  of  life.  Whatever  that  might  have  been,  when  he  certainly 
could  have  no  expe£tation»  of  his  prefent  rank,  yet  fmce  he  had  been 
in  office,  he  had  always  been  refpedlable ;  and  Mr.  Sheridait 
thought  it  highly  impropei'  in  the  other  magiftratos^  when  he  came 
into  the  commiffion,  to  refufe  to  aflfociate  with  him,  ds 

"  The  Cut-purfc  of  the  Empire,  and  the  Rule,*' 

If  fuch  magiftrates  as  thefe,  then,  would  not  be  the  firft  to  dif- 
perfc  a  public  meeting,  who  would  i  Why  the  man  of  all  others 
would  be  Mr.  Reeves.  Mr.  Reeves  would  make  himfelf  the  chief 
juftice  of  feditious  aflfemblies,  the  diflator  of  the  day  ;  and  if  any 
perfon  prefumed  to  fay  that  extravagant  Courts,  fclfifli  Minifters, 
rotten  boroughs,  and  corrupt  majorities  ought  to  be  aboliftied  and 
reformed,  he  it  is  that  would  inftantly  call  out  to  Townfend  and 
Carpmeai,  and  fay,  "  Seize  that  fellow  by  the  throat,  away  with 
him  to  prifon,  he  is  a  traitor,  and  proclaims  fedition  ;''  becaufe  this 
man  has  previoufly  declared  that  every  one  of  thefe  abufes  is  eflen* 
tial  to  our  Government.  Therefore  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Houfe, 
after  the  pafling  of  thofe  bills,  to  hold  out  to  the  country  an  indem- 
nity, by  declaring  that  thefe  abufes  are  not  among  the  facred  parts 
of  the  Conftitudon  ;  or  elfe  in  every  meeting  they  will  leave  no  rule 
for  the  magiftrate,  and  no  means  for  the  people,  to  preferve  them- 
felves from  a  violation  of  their  rights.  With  regard  to  the  mode 
of  proceeding  againft  Mr.  Reeves,  there  had  been  different  modes, 
but  on  that  which  he  propofed  to  adopt,  he  hoped  there  would  be 
little  difference  of  opinion.  Mr.'  Reeves's  do£trines  and  aftbcia- 
tions  had  been  more  dangerous  than  people  might  at  firft  imagine. 

When  fuch  a  man  was  found  to  fow  divifions,  was  he  entitled 
to  credit  ?  Yet  this  man,  firom  the  credulity  or  inattention  of  His 
Majcfty's  Minlfters,  had  been  able,  by  a  fyftem  of  fraud  and  impof- 
ture,  to  excite  a  degree  of  alarm  throughout  the  country,  which  had 

Vot.  XLIIL  5  C 


X 


746  PARLIAMENTARY  [Commoss 

caufed  diat  wretched  difpofition  to  tolerate  the  bills,  and  he  had  ben 
able  alfo  to  provoke  the  profecution  of  various  individuals*  Ht 
fatd  he  had  long  before  expofed  the  falfehood  of  chaigcs  of  plat» 
and  confpiracies.  He  lamented  the  credulity  of  Minifters,  if  it  v% 
credulity  that  led  them  to  believe  them,  and  to  adopt  the  Machb- 
vclian  principles  of  ufing  bafe  means  to  accomplifh  whatever  tbr 
might  conceive  to  be  good  ends,  which  he  believed,  when  their  ims- 
gination  had  been  diflurbcd  by  the  artifices  of  Mr.  Reeves,  vas 
really  and  truly  the  oafe,  from  what  had  fallen  from  a  right  honocr- 
able  gentleman^  who  had  aflferted  that  Mr.  Reeves  deferved  th: 
gratitude  of  the  country,  and  that  he  had  been  its  faviour^  but  after 
what  had  been  proved  to  the  Committee,  as  brought  forward  in  the 
Report,  united  with  the  fupport  given  by  Mr.  Reeves  to  fimilar 
doctrines,  he  (bould  be  forry,  though  not  furprifed,  to  hear  agaia 
•  He  then  mentioned,  as  he  faid,  the  fifth  time  in  the  Houicy  znaAa 
plot  which  had  fprung  from  the  aiTociation — he  meant  the  I^»p-gun 
plot,  as  it  was  called,  which,  often  as  he  had  mentioned  it,  had 
never  once  been  noticed  or  replied  to  from  the  other  fide  of  the 
Houfe.  He  ftated  that  two  pcrfons,  J.  Smith  and  G.  Higgjins,  were 
feized  and  committed  upon  the  following  order  of  the  Privy  Coand!, 
figned  by  Lord  Loughborough  and  William  Pitt : 

Thefe  are  in  His  Majefty's  name  to  authorize  and  leqaiie  yon  to  re- 
ceive into  your  cuflody  the  body  of  John  Smith,  herewidiCent  yea 
for  high  treafon  ;  and  yon  are  to  keep  him  fafe  and  cloic  until  be 
(hall  be  delivered  by  due  courfe  of  law ;  and  for  fo  doing  this  fhiH 
be  your  fufficient  warrant.  From  the  Council  Chamber  at  Vilute* 
half,  this  loth  day  of  OAober,  1794.  ' 

To  the  Keeper  of  Newgate.  | 

Froni  that  time  to  the  i  oth  May,  through  the  whole  of  aa 
unufually  fevcre  winter,  they  were  confined  in  cold  and  mifenblc 
cells,  and  the  families  of  botli  reduced  to  the  greateft  diftrcfs  ;  at 
the  period  when  he  (Mr.  Sheridan)  was  about  to  propofe  die  fcpcal 
of  the  adl  for  fufpending  the.  Habeas  Corpus  ad,  one  of  die  pcr&ns,. 
Smith,  wrote  him  the  following  letter,  which  wxHiId  fpcak  fcf; 
.  itfclf : 

FELON'S  SIDE. 

Sir,  Ntntf^ale,  Jam.  5,  179J. 

SEEI^'c  in  the  public  papers  that  you  intend  this  day  to  move  forkaie 
to  bring  in  a  bill  to  repeal  the  fufpeniion  of  the  Habeas  Corpus  aA,  I  take 
the  liberty  of  fendinK  you  an  account  of  my  fituation*  On  the  aith  cf 
September.  I  was  t^en  into  cuftody  by  a  waramt  iipom  cbe  Seocfaiy  of , 
State,  and  thrown  into  a  difmal  cell  in  New  Prifon,  ClerkeBweU,  from; 
thence  I  was  taken  to  the  Privy  Council^  and  there  examined  feveral 
timet.    From  the  queftions  put  to  mc,  it  appcan  ^t  I  wu  charged  « 
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being  concerned  'in  the  plot  for  affitffiaating  His  Majeft^*  I  can  alTure 
you.  Sir,  on  the  word  of  a  man,  that  I  never  heard,  faw,  or'  knew  any 
thing  of  the  faid  plot  till  I  was  in  the  Privy  Council.  On  the  loth  of 
O^ober,  I  was  committed  to  this  place  on  a  charge  of  high  treafbn,  with- 
out any  hope  of  being  brought  to  trial,  having  been  dragged  from  home, 
leaving  a  wife  and  four  fmaU  children  without  any  fupport,  and  having 
loft  a  place  of  above  fixty  pounds  a  year.  I  am  at  this  time  in  a  difmai 
cell  in  Newgate,  where  nothing  is  to  be  heard  but  the  rattling  of  irons 
From  the  felons  ;  my  friends  cannot  come  to  fee  me  without  being  robbed, 
luLving  to  pafs  through  a  yard  in  which  are  fome  of  the  moft  abandoned 

oF  wretches.     The  above  I  can  aiTure  you  are  fad^s* 

By  taking  public  notice  of  the  abov^  you  will  much  oblige 

Your  obedient  humble  fervant, 

TTo  R.  B,  Sh  El  I D  A  N^  Efq.  JOHN  SMITH. 

In  this  condition  did  this  man  and  the  other  folicit  trial,  difmif- 
fion,  or  enlargement  on  bail ;  for  it  is  to  be  obfcrved  of  them, 
that  confiding  in  their  .own  innocence,  eten  with  the  aggravating 
ctrcumdances  of  ifamily  diftrefs,  they  alked  no  other  favour  but  trial 
or  difcharge  ;  but  neither  was  granted  them.     Smith  wrote  agaih 
in  February,  but  no  anfwcr  was  fent.     A  rcfpc<5table  man  (Mr. 
Parkinfon)  went  to  fee  him  ;  found  him  in  a  ftatc  truly  defperatc, 
and  with  a  dignity  of  heart  that  refledls  the  highed  credit  on  him, 
reprefcntcd  the  poor  man *$  cafe  to  the  Privy  Council,  which  only 
procured  a  change  of  apartments ;  and  in  April  he  wrote  again  ;• 
and  he  was  informed,  that  a  milder  letter  would  procure  his  rcleafc 
on  any  bad  bail  whatever.     Thus  a  man,  after  the  defirudlion  of 
his  property,  the  danger  of  his  life  by  imprifonment,  and  the  mifeiy 
of  a  numerous  family,  his  oppreflbrs  tell  him  in  his  prifon,  you 
mud  not  be  a  man,  you  muft  ceafe  to  feel  like  an  EngliOiman  : 
you  muft  not  dare,  after  the  torment  and  diftrds  we  have  heaped 
on  you,  to  fpeak  but  as  a  flave,  and  lick  the  feet  of  thofe  who  have 
trod  upon  you,  and  proved  that  the  tyrannical  days  of  the  French 
government,  or  of  the  worft  IJrrartny  that  ever  exifted,  were  not 
worfe  than  what  an  £ngli(hman  is  liable  to  under  the  abufe  of  the 
law.     He  believed  that  fuch  proceedings  as  had  taken  place  never 
could  have  been  tolerated,  if  the  minds  of  the  people  had  not  been 
previoufly  poifoned,  and  that  principally  under  the  maik  of  loyalty,^ 
by  this  man ;  and  when  this  proceeded  from   a.  corrupt  motive, 
though  he  carried  little  perfonal  animofity  out  of  that  Houfe,  he  felt 
no  mercy  for  him.   He  did  not  wifli  to  touch  a  hair  of  the  heads  of 
cither  printer  or  publifher ;  but  when  he  confidzred  all  the  confe- 
quenccs  that  had  followed  from  the  fyftem  of  profecutions,  particu- 
larly the  unhappy  fate  of  MefTrs.  Muir  and  Palmer,  and  Mr.  Win- 
terbotham,  with  a  number  of  other  perfons,  down  to  the  poor  man 
who  was  imprifoned  for  playing  ca^ir$  upon  his  organ,  he  thought 
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no  meafures  were  too  ftrong^  no  pumfhment  too  leveiie«     He  ifid 

not  mean>  however,  to  move  for  a  profecution,  thoi^  he  had  no 
miArud  of  the  honourable  and  learned  gentleman  c^^>ofite  (d» 
Attorney  General).  He  put  it  to  the  HouTe,  whether  they  oi^ 
not  to  meafure  equal  juftice  for  a  confpiracy  to  lop  off  the  Lords  and 
Cbmmons,  as  for  a  confpiracy  to  depofe  the  King  ;  and  oUerred, 
that  all  the  precedents  went  to  this  point,  where  tfiere  was  a  high 
breach  of  the  privilege  of  Parliament.  The  pamphlet  was  not  a 
theoretical  treatife  on  Government,  but  a  practical  exhortatiofit  ad- 
drefTed  to  the  plain  fenfe  of  the  people.  What  he  piopofcd  there- 
fore was  to  move  for  the  cenfure  of  the  Houfe,  and  to  proclaim  that 
cenfure  by  having  the  pamphlet  burnt  by  the  hands  of  the  common 
hangman.  He  obje6ied  to  a  piofccution  moft  peremptorily,  as  he 
wiflied  to  (et  an  example  of  lenity  and  mercy,  contrary  to  what  Mr. 
Reeves  himfelf  pradtifed ;  but  thoqgh  it  was  with  great  rdudance 
he  fubmitted  to  the  Minifters  themfelves  whether  this  ihould  not  be 
followed  up  by  an  addrefs  to  His  MajeAy  to  remove  him  fiom  any 
place  of  trufl ;  and  inftead  of  committing  him  to  NcwgatSt  he  dc- 
figned  to  move  that  he  (hould  be  fummoned  to  attend  at  the  bar  of 
that  Houfe,  to  receive  a  reprimand  from  the  Speaker,  and  be  le- 
commended  to  make  a  difavowal  of  his  fentiments.  He  oondudtd 
with  moving, 

<<  That  one  of  the  fatd  printed  books  be  burnt  by  the  hands  of 
iht  common  hangman  in  the  New  Palace-yard,  Wcftminflcr,  on 
Monday,  the  a  i  ft  day  of  this  inftant  December,  at  one  of  the  clock 
in  the  afternoon  ;  and  that  another  of  the  faid  printed  books  be 
burnt  by  the  hands  of  the  common  hangman  before  the  Royal  Ex- 
diange  in  London,  on  Tuefday  the  a  ad  day  ol  this  inflant  De- 
cember, at  the  fame  hour  ;  and  th^t  the  SberiflPs  "of  Londoa  and 
Middlefex  do  attend  at  the  faid  time  and  places  refpe^vcly,  aiui 
caufe  the  ^ame  to  be  burnt  there  accordingly." 

Mr.  Secretary  DUN  DAS  faid,  it  was  not  his  intention  to  adveit 
at  prefent  to  what  pafTed  on  the  ftrft  night  this  fubjedt  was  broqght 
forward,  when  the  Houfe  came  to  the  refoludon  diat  die  Book  in 
qucftion  was  a  feditioui  libel.  Having  been  abfent  that  i^^,  he 
had  not  the  advantage  of  hearing  the  book  read.  But  whether  be 
might,  or  might  not,  think  it  had  a  dangerous  tendency,  it  was  now 
his  duty,  as  a  Member  of  Parliament  to  found  all  his  dbfefvadoos 
on  that  refolution.  He  owned  he  viewed  the  fubjed  in  a  very 
diiFerent  light  from  the  honourable  gentleman  who  made  the  om>- 
tion.  In  fo  far  as  the  pamphlet  was  to  be  confidered  as  a  breach 
of  privilege,  the  Houfe  would,  in  taking  up  the  matter  in  the  way 
the  honourable  gentleman  defired,  be  at  once  party,  profccutor,  and 
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j  xj<Ige «  a  complication  of  powers,  that  he  dKuight  the  Houfe  (hould 
by  no  means  exercifc.     He  faid,  that  it  was  his  opinion,  nothing 
could  have  more  tended  to  prcferve  the  dignity  of  the  Houfe,  or 
more  to  fupport  its  honour  and  charadler,  than  that  the  libels^  which 
hiad  been  lately,  publifhed  in  fuch  extraordinary  numbers^  had  more 
frequently  met  with  cenfure  and  puniihment ;  many  of  which  were, 
in  the  higheft  degree,  contumacious,  and  levelled  dire6tly  at  the  afls 
of  the  two  Houfes  of  Parliament,  though  the  reforming  eyes  of  gen- 
tleman on  the  other  iide  had  not  taken  them  into  view.     What 
muft  any  gentleman,  who  valued  die  privileges  of  that  Houfe,  think 
to  read,  as  he  had  done,    in  a  paper,  a  paragraph  to  this  cfFeft 
-<— '<  Laft  nt^t,  the  bill  for  repealing  the  Briti(h  Conititurioil 
paflcd  the  Houfc  of  Commons?"     If  the  motion  of  the  honour- 
able gentleman  was  confined  to  a  cafe  of  mere  literal  breach  of 
privilege,  it  might  not  perhaps  be  inapplicable  ;  but  when  he  com- 
plained of  a  tranfcendant  breach  of  privil^e,  to  which  the  Houfe 
had  applied  fo  very  ftrong  a  rcfolution  as  it  had  come  to,  he  for 
one  (hould  fet  his  face  againft  a  mode  of  proceeding  fuited  only  to  a 
mere  ordinary  breach  of  privilege.     This  had  been  all  along  hi^ 
opinion  ;  and  he  ihould  require  nothing  more  to  confirm  him  in  it, 
or  to  convince  the  Houfe,  than  the  tenor  of  the  honourable  gende- 
man's  motion.     As  far  as  he  undcrftood  him,  the  motion  was,  in 
the  firft  indance,  that  the  book  fliould  be  burned  by  the  hands  of 
the  common  hangman :    and  that  was  to  be  followed  up  by  an 
addrefs  to  His  Majefiy  to  remove  him  from  all  offices  of  truft* 
And  thus,  without  affording  the  accufed  the  legal  opportunity  of 
encountering  the  evidence,  by  ci^ofs  examining  and  invalidating  the 
teftimony  of  witneflfes,  or  of  making  a  defence,  but  merely  on  ex  partg 
evidence,  not  even  taken  upon  oath,  he  was  to  fufFcr  a  punifhment 
the  word  almoft  that  could  be  infiidted,  and  which  was  fcarcely  ever 
inflided  for  the  heavieft  Grimes^— namely,  a  total  incapacitation 
from  all  offices  of  truft. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN,  interrupting  Mr.  Dundas,  contended  that 
bs  was  proceeding  upon  a.  total  mifapprebenfion.  He  did  not  move 
that  his  Majefiy  fhould  be  addrefied  to  remove  Mr*.  Reeves  from 
any  place  of  public  truft.  He  left  that  to  the  Houfe,  »id  only 
moved,  that  the  pamphlet  (hould  be  burnt  by  the  common  hang- 
man, a  meafure  that  ufually  accompanied  a  vote  of  cenfure  pa(rcd 
upon  any  pamphlet  libelling  Parliament. 

Mr.  DUNDAS  faid,  he  had  put  die  queltion  to  him  aerofs  the 
table  i  and  as  he  did  not  hear  him  deny  it,  bad  taken  it  for  granted 
his  intended  propofitions  were  to  be  to  that  effed.  But  this,  he 
faid|  made  litde  difference*     The  queflion  really  waS|  whether  the 
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commons  would,  In  a  cafe  in  which  diey^  themiHves  were  pstftks, 
proceed  to  decide  by  their  own  power,  or  refer  the  matter  to  a  trid 
by  another  Judicature  ?     The^refolution,  which  pafled  oo  a  fermer 
night,  had  declared  the  book  to  be  a  malicious  and  fcandalous  libd ; 
and  the  Commons  having  fo  given  their  opinion  already  on  die 
lubjeA,  no  one  could  deny  that  it  was  fit  for  legal  inquiry,   and 
diat  another  jurifdi£lion  would  more  properly,  more  fobcrly,   and 
more  temperately  take  up  the  matter,  than  the  Houfe.     He  ob- 
ferved,  that  there  was  not  a  fingle  tq>ic  of  accuftomed  attack  whidi 
the  honourable  gentleman  had  not  contrived  to  lug  by  the  bead  and 
ihoulders  into  his  fpeech.     Mr.  Reeves,  the  aflbciation,  MiniilcTS, 
Judges,  Juftices — all  thefe  were  the  iubjeds  of  his  invedive  that 
night.     The  honourable  gentleman   needed  not  have  taken  the 
trouble  to  own,  that  not  the  pamphle!,  nor  the  fuppofcd  author, 
but  that  Mr  Reeves,  the  head  of  the  loyal  aflbciation,  was  the  ob- 
je&  of  his  averfion.     There  was  no  one  who  had  the  leaA  doubt 
that  the  reafon  of  the  honourable  gentleman's  bringing  this  charge 
againft  Mr.  Reeves  was,  that  he  had  fet  on  foot  thofe  afibciatiofis. 
It   was   fupeifluous,  therefore,  for  him  to  confefs,  that  the  aflb- 
eiations  were  the  true  objc^  of  his  attack.     Every  body  would  give 
him  full  credit  for  that,  even  without  the  proof  of  his  own  candid 
confefTion. 

Mr.  Dundas  faid,  he  was  free  to  confefs,  that  fo  far  from 
feeling  fevere  to  Mr.  Reeves,  he  was  of  opinion,  that  in  the  year 
1 79  2,  the  alTociation  fet  on  fbot  by  that  gentleman  had  done  infinite 
good  to  the  country. '  This  vtras  his  opini<»i.  But  if  the  honour- 
able gentleman  was  of  a  contrary  opinion,  and  really  thought  diat 
Affociation  had  been  produdive  of  mifchief,  he  had  ctrtainly  a  right 
to  be  oilended.  In  the  breaAs  of  thofe  who  thought  widi  htm, 
that  to  thofe  alTociations,  guarding  the  minds  of  the  people  2gainfi 
the  poifon  of  their  infidious  enemies,  and  awakenii^  them  to  their 
danger,  the  prefent  peace  and  quiet  of  the  country  was,  in  a  great 
meafure,  to  be  attributed,  no  rancour  or  fevericy  againfl  the  pro- 
moter of  thofe  aifociations  could  find  place.  It  would  be  their  duty 
then  to  lay  that  circumftance  quite  out  of  their  nund,  and  fofu-  the 
honourable  gentleman's  aigument  would  be  of  no  efl^.  The 
Houfe,  he  again  faid,  muft  ground  their  whole  prcxreedings  on  die 
reiblution  already  come  to— and  there  was  nothing  more  they  could 
of  themfelvcs  do,  to  add  to  the  efFe£^  of  that  refolution.  The  plan 
pit)pbfed  by  the  honourable  gentleman  (that  of  burning),  he  was 
fure  would  be  doing  nothing.  If  the  pamphlet  was  really  mif* 
chleVous,  that  was  not  the  way  to  prevent  its  pertucious  effeds ;  for 
experience  muft  convince  gentlcmeny  that  they  could  not  take  a 
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snore .  effedtual  way  of  piomodng  its  circulation,  for  thoufands 
"would  be  fold  in  confequence  of  its  being  bumed>  that  wouM  not 
otherwife  be  fold.     Befides,  were  gentlemen  ignorant  how  many 
moft  pernicious  pamphlets  were  circulating  at  that  very  time? 
"Was  Parliament  then  to  feledl  this  one,  and  leave  the  reft  behind  i 
If  gentlemen  were  difpofed  to  comprehend  all  fuch  libels  in  thdr 
cenfure,  let  them  do  it ;  let  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  take  them 
all,  and  make  a  bonfire  in  Palace-yard.     And  if  ^U  that  was  truly 
dangerous  (for  fively  they  would  not  ferioufly  fay  that  danger  was  to 
be  apprehended  from  this),  were  committed  to  the  flames,  the  bon- 
fire would  be  great  indeed.     Condemning  this  alone  would,  in 
fad,  be  giving  an  imprimature  to  the  jeft.     It  was  better,  there- 
fere,  to  let  it  go  to  a  profecution.     If  the  prefent  nnotion  pafGxl,  it 
could  not  ftop  there,  fomething  fanher  muft  neceifarily  be  done : 
and  juftice  and  coniiftency  demanded  that  they  (hould  fend  it  to  a 
Jury,  who  would  give  a  fair  and  impartial  verdiift  on  the  fui^eA. 
He  would  therefore  move  to  lay  out  all  but  the  firft  word  of  the  wty- 
tion,  and  in  its  place  to  fubftitute — 

That  an  humble  addrefs  be  prefented  to  His  Majefty,  humbly 
to  defire  His  Majefty  that  he  will  be  gracioufly  pleafed  to  give  di* 
jneAions  to  his  Attorney  General  to  profecute  John  Reeves,  Efquire, 
as  the  author  or  publilher  of  a  printed  pamphlet,  intiuiledv 
Thoughts  on  the  Englifh  Gov«mmcnt--^addre{red  to  the  qiiet 
good  fenfe  of  the  peo{Je  of  England,  in  a  ferics  of  letters— *Let« 
"  ter  the  firft,  on  the  National  Chaia^ler  of  Engliftimen — The 
Nature  of  the  Engltih  Government— The  Corruptions  canted 
in  both  by  the  IntroduAion  of  French  Principles— The  Elf&^ 
produced  by  the  Reformation  and  the  Revolution  upon  Politkai 
Principles— The  Conduft  of  the  Whig  Party — The  Charadcr 
**  of  the  modern  Democrats — London,  Printed  for  J.  OvvteiY^ 
*'  No.  1 68,  Piccadilly— 1795." 

Lord  SHEFFIELD  feconded  the  amendment  arKi  faid,  he  (bould  ^ 
think  it  a  lofs  of  time,  to  notice  the  extraordinary  expreftlons^  or 
the  epifodes,  introduced  in  the  fpecch  of  the  honourable  gentleman 
^iho  began  the  debate ;  be  wifhed  at  the  fame  time  it  was  not  oe- 
cdhry  to  notice  the  (hamefukpropofition,  to  condemn  a  man  before 
he  was  proved  guilty.  It  had  been  faid,  that  this  Houfe  was  the 
moft  proper  place  to  pafs  fentence  upon  the  author  of  the  objeAion- 
able  pamphlet ;  he  thought  it  the  worft,  and  he  was  appcehenftvc 
his  reafons  for  exprefTing  that  ojnnion  would  not  flatter  either  fide 
of  the  Houfe ;  he  obferved,  one  fet  of  men,  inftead  of  profecudi^ 
a  Ubel  againft  the  Conftitution,  meant  to  perfecute  a  man  whom 
they  coniidered  as  having  counteradcd  their  views  ;  and^  on  the 
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Other  fidt,  he  obferved  a  difpoficion  to  dif ink  from  and  witfahaU 
the  common  proteftion  due  to  z  man,  whom  it  was  evidently  in- 
tended to  opprcfe,  although  they  did  not  coniidcr  him  as  gialrr. 
Hi*  great  anxiety,  that  the  Houfe  (hould  prefcrvc  the  charadcr 
which  became  them,  obliged  him  to  wifti  the  pamphlet  to  be  {an 
to  a  fair  trial,  and  that  the  profecution  (hould  be  carried  on  by  the 
Attorney  General,  in  a  Court  where  the  queftion  would  be  decided 
by  evidence  on  oath. 

Mr.  JEKYLL  contended,  that  Mr.  Dundashad  not  proceeded 
in  his  arguments  in  a  very  r^ular  or  parliamentary  nianner.     He 
had  aigued,  as  if  the  pamphlet  did  not  contain  that  which  the  Houfe 
*had  declared  it  did  contain.     The  publication  was  an  attack  upon 
the  very  exiftence  of  Parliament ;  he  was  therefore  of  opinion,  that 
fuch  an  attack  was  only  cognizable  by  Parliament.      A  wann 
panegyric  had  been  pronounced  upon  the  aflbciations.     Did  the 
light  honourable  gentleman  approve  of  die  mode  in  which  the 
Crown  and  Anchor  Aifociation  had  proceeded  ?     Did  he  approve 
of  the  idea  of  a  fidlitious  Secretary;  of  anonymous  infbitnation  ? 
Did  he  not  think  that  fuch  a  proceeding  would  be  a  di^race  even 
to  a  Venetian  Government  r     By  this  aflbciation,  pamphlets  had 
been  circulated,  in  order  to  eAabtifli  d\e  Jacobin  principle  of  affi- 
liated focieties,  at  the  very  time  when  the  fociety  were  fo  warmly 
contending  dgainit  all  principles  of  that  defcription.     Mn  Sieridan 
had  faid,  that  he  would  not  move  for  an  addrefs  to  His  Majefty,  to 
remove  Mr.  Reeves  from  any  place  of  truft.     Such  a  motion,  he 
trufled,  would  be  unneccflary,  becaufe  he  hoped  there  was  virtue 
enough  in  the  Executive  Government  not  to  employ  foch  a  man. 
Mr.  Reeves  was  a  Magifhate,  and  might  a£k  under  the  laft  ct  die 
two  bills  that  had  pafled.     He  was  by  one  claufe  to  go  as  near  to 
any  meeting  as  he  fafely  could,  to  holloo  and  command  the  meeting 
to  difperfe,  and  in  the  next  claufe  he  was  to  arrefi  any  perfon  whom 
he  might  conceive  to  be  holdir^  feditious  language.     Thus,  Mr. 
Reeves  was  to  have  a  commiflion  of  terminer  for  difperfing  any 
meeting,  but  not  a  commiflion  of  oyer.     In  a  former  debate  iqpon 
the  fubjcft,  Mr.  Windham  had  very  ingenioufly  divided  and  fob- 
divided  the  libellous  matter  in  the  pamphlet.     Part,  be  fiud,  was 
matter  of  opinion,  part  matter  of  h&,  and  tfie  reft  was  metaphor. 
This  put'  him  in  mind  of  a  floiy  which  he  remembered  of  Serjeant 
Davy,  upon  the  Weftem  Circuit.    There  was  an  a^on  fer(lui^> 
and  the  flanderous  words  werc-^You  arc  a  pretty  feUow-^jtMi  fWc 
a  horfe — you'll  be  hanged.     IJow,  faid  Serjeant  Davy,  how  <afl 
this  be  (failed  flander — herois  a  compliment— a  matter  of  h&^ 
and  matter  of  la  w.— YojjW^  pretty  fcUow— that's  a^ompliwcat^ 
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you  dole  a  horfe — that*8  matter  of  faS— youll  be  hahgcd— that*Ji 
matter  of  law.  The  compliment,  fed  and  law,  however,  amount- 
ed t(^ther  to  flander,  and  fo  did  the  matter  complained  of,  taken 
as  a  whole,  amount  to  a  libeL  How  came  it,  he  would  afk, .  that^ 
no  gendemen  on  the  other  fide  of  the  Houfe  had  got  up  and  denied* 
that  Mr.  Reeves  was  the  author  of  the  pamphlet  ?  The  motion  of 
Mr.  Sheridan  had  beeri  founded  upon  precedents.  To  the  objeftioh' 
that  had  been  adduced  againft  the  Houfe  taking  judicial  cognizance 
of  the  libel,  he  (hould  reply  by  aflcing  whether  the  Houfe,  previous' 
to  the  ftate  trials,  had  not,  by  their  Secret  Committee,  antcccded 
and  almoft  fuperfeded  the  fiinftions  of  a  Grand  Jury?  There 
fcemed  to  be  a  bias  in  the  Houfe— what  it  was,  the  event  of  the  de- 
bate would  fliew— but  he  could  fcarcely  avoid  fufpeding,  that  there 
was  fomewhere  a  wifh  to  pn)te6l  Mr.  Reeves. 

Mr.  SYLVESTER  DOUGLAS  exprcffed  his  furprizc,  that 
the  learned  gentleman  who  had  juft  ipokcn,  had  imputed'  to  his 
right  honourable  friend  (Mr.  Dundas)  an  intention  of  combating 
the  condemnation  paflcd  by  the  Houfe,  on  a  former  occafion,  on 
the  poblicatlen  in  queAion,  under  the  pretext  that  he  had  been  ab^' 
fcnt  on  other  duty  when  that'refolurion  was  come  to.  He  feid,'  li 
was  very  unlike  that  gentleman's  known  charadVer,  to  refort  to  pre- 
texts and  fubterfuges,  in  order  to  fpeak  his  mind  on  any  fubjeft ; 
but  that,  in  the  prefent  inftance,  the  very  amendment  he  had  pro- 
pofed^  was  neceiTarily  founded  on  the  adoption  and  aflfumance  of 
the  former  refolotion. 

Mr.  Douglas  then  faid,  that  he  agreed  ^^th  his  learned  friend 
in  his  obfervation,  that  the  honourable  gentleman  who  had  made 
the  original  motion,  had  opened  the  debate,  according  to  the  learn- 
ed gentleman's  expreflion,  in  a  very  ample  Jlyle^  He  had,  indeed, 
gone  into  a  very  wide  field,  having  introduced  a  great  deal  of  mat« 
ter,  which,  to  his  humble  judgement,,  appeared  totally  foreign  to 
the  bufinefs  before  the  Houfe,  and  which,  though  his  manner  of 
treating  it,  had  afforded  the  audience  that  entertainment  and  plea-^ 
fure  which  they  niuft  feel  on  all  occafipns  when  the  honourable  gen^ 
tleman  addreffed  them,  could  not,  he  thought,  in  any  degree,  con- 
tribute to  induce  the  Houfe  to  adopt  his  motion..  He  faid,  he  could 
not  but  obferve,  that  although  this  motion  arofc  out  of  tlic  fccond 
Report  of  the  Committee  of  whi:h  the  honourable  gentleman  had 
been  chairman,  he  bad  induftrioufly  and  wifdy  abftained  from  any 
kind  of  remark,  to  (hew  how  the  new  evidence  at  all  bore,  upon, 
or  ftrengthened  the  cafe,  as  to  the  concluiion  the  Committee  had 
drawn  from  the  former  proof,  viz.  that  Mr.  Reeves  was,  or  had 
afled,  as  the  author  of  the  publication  in  queftion.^    He  had  don^ 
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fo  wifely/  beaufe- there  was  not  a  pofllbility  of  maisifaiim^  tfatt 
there  wis  any  new  proof  of  that  kind,  or  any  diing  more,  in  the 
fecond  Report,  than  fome  repetition  of  the  former  matter,  and  a 
great  deal  of  irrelevant  inquiry  and  examination,  concemiif  die 
fi^itious  exigence  of  a  nominal  Secretary  to  the  Crown  and  An- 
chor AiSxiation.     The  honourable  gentleman  had,  in  the  oourfe 
of  his  fpeechy  read  a  variety  of  detached  fentences  and  paiTagcifiom 
two  odavo  volumes,  which  he  dated  to  be  the  printed  prooeedtngs 
of  that  aiTociation,  of  which,  he  faid,  Mr.  Ritues^  tfic  fuppofed 
author  of  the  prefent  pamphlet,  was  chairman;  and  he  had  wiflicJ 
the  Houfe,  in  the  firft  place,  to  treat  Mr.  Reeves  as  rcfponfible  for 
aU  tbofc  pafTages ;  and^  in  the  next  place,  on  the  fiidden,  without 
any  opportunity  of  pcrufing  the  context,  to  condemn  tbofe  piffiiges, 
as  dangerous  libels  on  the  Conftitution.     He  wondered  modi,  that 
that  honourable  gentleman  (hould  have  taken  this  line  of  argument 
Some  time  ago,  when  a  noble  Lord,  not  then  in  the  Houfe,  (Lord 
Mornington)  had,  in  a  debate  on  one  of  the  two  bills  which  had 
lately  pafled,  cited  fome  cxcraAs  from  tfie  printed  proceedings  of 
Ae  Cerrejpondent  SocUtyy  of  the  meeting  at  Copenhagen  Hmje^  ffc, 
die  honourable  gentleman  had  cenfured,  with  great  eameftncfs  and 
feverity,  what  he  called  fuch  an  undue  ufe  of  partially  mutilated 
feraps  and  quotations.     But  the  noble  Lord  had  made  thofe  quota- 
tions from  publications  eafily  acccflible,  of  no  great  fixe,  and  while 
Ae  Houfe  was  ading  in  its  deUberative  capacity,    and  diicnfliqg 
meafures  which  were  ag^in  to  be  refumed  more  than  once  in  the 
neceflary  fteps  of  their  progrefs  through  the  different  flagjes  required 
in  legiflative  cafes,  by  the  rules  and  orders  of  the  Houfe.     The 
honourable  gentleman's  conduct  this  evening  was  very  diftrcnr. 
He  preflcd  his  citations  on  the  Houfe,  ading  in  its  judidat  cfaa- 
radler,  and,  on  his  dwn  motion*  about  to  come  to  an  immediate 
fentence,  when  there  could  be  no  opportunity  of  comparing  them 
with  ^cir  voluminous  context. 

But,  fuppofing  it  were  admitted,  for  the  fake  of  aigumcnt,  that 
Mr.  Reeves  could  be  made  refponQble  for  thofe  paffages,  and  that 
they  were  as  reprehenfible  as  the  honourable  gentleman  contended, 
and  incapable  of  defence  or  extenuation  fxom  the  context,  ftill  he 
maintained,  that  it  was  contraiy  to  the  wife  and  generous  policy  of 
this  country,  in  adminiftration  of  judice,  to  fufl^  the  produdioo  of 
evidence,  that  a  pcrfon  had  been  guilty  of  former  and  odier  crimes, 
when  he  was  under  accufation  on  fome  particular  and  diftind  chaige. 

He  faid,  he  (hould  certainly  vote  for  the  amendment,  becaufc 
he  thought  a  trial  before  a  jury,  preceded  by  a  regular  accuiatloa 
in  the  (hape  of  in  information  at  the  fuit  of  the  Attorney  General, 
>voiild  have  the  double  advantage  pf  fumilhing,  by  far,  the  motl 
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latisfadory  means  of  inycftigating  the  truth  of  the  charge^  and  of 
enabling  the  perfon  accufed  to  avail  himfelf  of  the  regular  nKxle$  <if 
defence  praAifcd  in  trials  by  jury.     Among  other  favourable  cir- 
cumllances,  the  defendant,  if  that  courfe  (hould  be  taken,  might 
rcfort  to  the  legal  afliftance  of  different  learned  Members  of  diaC 
Hoafc,  an  advantage  he  muft  forgo  if  farther  proceeded  againft  in 
the  Houfe  itfelf.     In  that  laft  cafe,  for  example,  he  could  not 
er^Ioy  as  his  Counfel,  an  honourable  and  learned  Member  (Mr. 
Brjkine)  who,  belides  his  great  experience  and  acknowledged  ta« 
Icnts  and  eloquence,  feemed  to  take  particular  pleafure,  as  he  had 
met  with  particular  fuccefs,  in  the  defence  of  clients  charged  with 
that  fort  of  offence  which  was  the  fubjedt  of  the  prrfent  difcuflion. 
NIr.  Douglas  faid,  he  thought  it  rather  ftrange,  that  in  this  buflnefs, 
the  gentlemen  who  had  been  loudeft  in  their  denunciation  of  this 
libel,  and  their  ftrong  defcriptions  of  its  heinous  nature,  and  per- 
nicious tendency,  were  contending  againft  a  method  of  profecution, 
which  would  inflict  a  much  greater  and  more  adequate  punifliment 
on  the  perfon  charged,  if  the  charge  (hould  be  made  out,  than  what 
they  ddired  the  Houfe  to  pronounce,^  and  from  which  nothing  could 
protect  him  but  the  eibiblifliment  oJF  his  innocence,  by  the  vetdiO- 
of  t  jury.     And  was  it  not  extraordinary,  that  thofc  (hould  on  this 
occa{ion,  objeft  to  the  appeal  propofed  from  the  opinion  of  this 
Houfe,  to  the  decifions  of  a  jury,  who,  in  the  cafe  of  the  acquittals 
of  laft  year,  where  the  profccutions  had,  in  fome  degree,  originated 
from  a  previous  opinion  pronounced  by  this  and  the  other  Houfe  of 
Parliament  on  the  exiftence  of  the  crime,  had  been  fo  vehement  ih 
their  applaufe  of  a  (imilar  appeal  P 

With  regard  to  the  libel  itfelf,  he  faid,  he  (hould  not  enter  al 
any  length  into  the  confideration  of  the  nature  and  enormity  of  the 
guilt  imputed  to  it.  When  it  was  firft  brought  before  the  Houfe^ 
he  had  diought  the  paflage  fpccially  complained  of  highly  unconfti«> 
tutional,  and  deferving,  in  a  particular  meafure,  the  animadverfion 
and  cenfure  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons.  He  could  not,  indeed, 
by  any  means,  agree  to  the  fentimcnt  which  fell  that  evening  from 
two  learned  friends  of  his,  viz.  that  the  pafTage  was  of  fuch  a  future 
as  to  make  it  quite  impoftiblc  that  its  context  (hould  (hew  it  to  be 
innocent,  or  even  lefs  reprehenfiblc  than  it  appeared  when  taken  by 
itfelf.  He  could  never  fubfcribc  to  an  opinion  which  feemed  to  him 
fo  monftrous,  namely,  that  there  could  exift  any  fet  of  words  what« 
ever,  forming  only  part  of  an  entire  difcourfe,  fpokrn  or  written, 
which  (hould  be  fo  eftentially  and  abftradtedly  criminal,  as  not  to 
be  capable  of  an  innocent  interpretation  from  a  confideration  of  what 
mi^t  go  before  or  come  after  them  in  the  £imc  difcourfe.    He  ha^ 

5  Da 


r^6.  PARLIAMENTARY  [Commons. 

thought  it  his  duty  to  do  that  which  probably  he  might  never  oth*r. 
wjfe  have  done,  to  read  the  luhoU  work  with  all  the  attention  in  hii 
power.     He  had  alfo  liftcned  with  great  attention  to  what  had  tVilcr. 
on  two  former  occafions,  from  a  right  honourable  friend  of  hjr»,  in 
exculpation  of  the  pamphlet.     What  that  gentleman  had  faid,  h2-<, 
l>e  was  furc,  been  dicSated  by  fentunentsof  juftice  and  of  gcncrci'r/ 
natural  to  his  fair  and  manly  difpofition.     Knowir^  the  intcgrltv 
both  of  his  charader  and  judgment,  his  arguments  had  led  him  o 
p.iufe  and  hclitate ;  but  though  thofe  arguments  had  produced  m 
hefitation,  they  had  not  carried  convi<^ion  lo  his  mind.     He  cciw 
tinued  of  the  opinbo*  that  the  paiTage  complained  of,  taken  wlu^ 
all  its  context,  in  other  words,  that  the  pamphlet,  as  containing  the 
palTage  complained  of ;  a  profefTed  doArine,  dangerous  and  uncon- 
(litutional ;  and  that  though  fome  other  parts  of  the  work  had  a  tea- 
dency  to  mitigate  the  offence  contained  in  that  paflage,  there  were 
others  which  operated  the  other  way,  particularly  one,  in  which  the 
author  ftatcs,  that  the  King  mates  and  executes  the  laws.      One 
obfervation  of  his  right  honourable  friend  on  the  paiTsige  in  queilion 
had  been,  that  the  mod  exceptionable  part  of  it  was  exprcffed  in 
metaphorical  language ;  from  whence  he  feerped  to  infer,  Am  ii 
was  fnore  difficult  to  extract  firom  it,  with  judicial  certainty,  and 
culpable  meaning.  He  owned,  he  could  not  think  fo.— He  thought 
the  i^eaning — that,  if  the  two  branches  of  Lords  and  Commo?^s 
were  totally  dcftroyed,  the  lawful  Government  of  England  mi^'r.t 
ftill  remain,— ^was  as  didindlly  and  unequivocally  exprclicd  by  the 
author's  metaphor,  as  if  he  had  ufcd  die  moft  dired  and  fimplc  Un- 
guagc;      A  guilty  fentiment  might  be  conveyed  in  the  deareft  man- 
ner by  figure  and  metaphor.     Of  this  a  remarkable  example  haJ 
occurred  to  his  memory,  which  he  would  mention,     Whenam^in, 
diftinguiflicd  in  the  crimes  of  the  French  revolution,  a  man  of  dc- 
tcftablc  charafter,— he  believed  he  could  not  yet  fay,  of  dcteltablc 
meTnory, — the  infamous  iSarr^r^,— came  to  give  his  vote  (or  the 
murder  of  his  unfortunate  and  helplefs  Sovereign,  he  had  the  ct>  1 
and  deliberate  barbarity  to  exprefs  himfclf  in  a  metaphor.  *'  /v;iV,'* 
faid  he,   "  that  the  tree  of  French  liberty  /ball  be  m^ifiened  with  d* 
bl$^d  rf  the  tyrant  of  France^**  an  expreflion,  which  (however  con- 
genial the  fentiment  it  conveyed,  with  fo  little  ambiguity,,  was  to 
thofc  of  his  own  heart),  fo  revolted  the  tafte  of  a  (Ull  more  iUuftrioui 
?Lc\or  in  that  horrid  murder, — the  Abbe  Seyes, — that  he  could  not 
ab(\ain  from  a  farcadic  allulion  to  it,  when,  in  pronouncing  his  own 
vcrdi<5l,  foon  after  that  of  the  other,  he  faid'—**  La  jnart,  fuu 
i.^rafe. 
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Mr.  DMghs  concIUficd}  hy  lepeating  hii  concum&cc  in  tfie 
amendment  which  had  been  prtipofcd. 

Mr,  MARTIN  obfervcd,  that  the  original  motion  was  not  (or 
l>uming  Mr.  Reeves,  but  his  book»  and  for  that  be  ihoirid  vote. 

Mr.  SMITH  faid,  that  before  he  (hould  proceed  to  give  his 
opinion  upon  the  qucftion  before  the  Houfe,  he  begged  to  nrtake  one 
obfcrv2ition  upon  the  f|x:eclf  of  a  noble  Lord  who  had  fpoken  on  the 
other  (ide  of  the  Houfc :  that  noble  Lord  (Sheffield)  had  rather  infi* 
nuated  than  aflertcd,  that  the  gentlemen  who  brought  this  meaftire 
forward,  were  influenced  rather  by  animoHty  againft  an  individual, 
than  by  a  ftri(ft  defirc  of  public  jufticc.  He,  however,  defired  to 
difclaifii  every  inruiuation  of  that  kind,  both  for  himfelf  and  thofe 
gentlemen  who  agreed  with  him  upon  this  fubjedt,  becaufe  he  was 
Aire  they  were  aduated  folely  by  a  fenfe  of  their  duty.— As  far  at 
his  own  individual  opinion  went,  he  was  averfe  to  profecution  in 
general  for  publkations,  unlefs  they  tended  to  fome  overt  zA  of  a 
breach  of  the  peace.  However  abfurd,  fidfe,  or  unconftitutional 
a  book  might  be,  unlefs  it  had  the  tendency  he  mendcmed,  he 
Ihould  only  wiib  to  attack  it  by  refutation  and  expofure.  He  was 
alfo  ready  to  admit  that,  in  his  opinion,  there  was  more  danger  to 
be  apprehended  from  the  works  which  had  been  publifhed  on  die 
popular  (ide  of  the  queftion,  dian  thofe  which  appeared  on  the  other, 
becaufe  he  did  not  think  that,  in  the  prefent  enlightened  (late  of 
mankind,  men  could  be  reafoned  into  an  attachment  to  defpotic 
nK)narchy.  There  certainly  were  fome  publications  not  on  the  po* 
pular  fide  of  the  queilion,  which  did  in  his  opinion  call  for  punifh- 
ment,  and  above  all,  thofe  which  attributed  to  every  perfon  who 
exerted  himfelf  in  fupport  of  liberty,  the  moft  atrocious  principles. 

With  refpc£i  to  the  book  in  queftioD,  it  was  not  necefiary  to  fay 
any  thing  upon  its  pernicious  tendency,  becaufe  the  refolution  of  the 
Houfe  was  decifivc  upon  that  point ;  but  he  wifhed  to  obferve,  that 
this  was  not  a  (ingle  pamphlet,  but  one  of  a  number  founded  upon 
the  fame  principles  ;  as  a  proof  of  which  he  referred  to  particular 
paflages  in  fome  letters  from  Thomas  Bull  to  John  Bull,  in  which, 
he  contended,  the  faune  doctrine  was  held.  It  did  however  appear^ 
that  this  fociety  were  convinced  that  they  had  gone  a  little  too  far ; 
for  in  fome  of  their  later  publications,  they  completely  retradled 
thofe  doctrines  to  which  he  had  alluded.  He  was  of  opinion,  diat 
.  the  mode  prof)ofcd  by  his  honourable  friend  (Mr.  Sheridan)  appeared 
to  him  the  mo(t  con(bnant  with  propriety ;  becaufe,  if  this  queftion 
was  fent  before  a  jury,  they  mu(i  give  a  general  verdidi  of  guilty  or 
not  guilty  :  Now,  if  the  jury  were  of  opinion,  that  there  was  not 
fuffiicicnt  evidence'  to  juftify  them  in  finding  Mr.  Reeves  guilty  of 
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bdng  the  audior  or  publiiher  of  this  book,  diey  muft  of  oourfe  fann| 
in  a  vcrdid  pi  not  guilty ;  and  how  would  that  vCTdiA  be  conflroed 
by  difitrent  parties  ?  One  fide  would  contend  that  the  jury  had  ao 
quitted  the  defendant^  becaufe  there  was  not  fufficient  evidence  to 
convift  him  of  being  the  author  or  publi(her ;  and  the  other  fide 
would  aigue  that  he  was  acquitted  becaufe  the  jury  were  of  opiniaa 
the  pamphlet  did  not  contain  any  HbeUolis  or  feditious  matter.  He 
thoi^t  fudi  a  difpute  would  not  be  very  much  for  the  honoor  of 
the  Houfe  of  Commons,  and  therefore  he  (houldxcrtainly  give  his 
Tote  for  the  original  motion. 

Mr.  JENKINSON  faid,  that  the  Report  of  the  Commiciee  caon- 
tained  fome  infinuations  alluding  to  a  noble  Lord  nearly  cjonucQed 
with  him  (Lord  Hawkeibury),  and  fame  obfervations  iriuch  had 
fallen  from  different  gentlemen  during  this  bufinefs  of  a  (imilar  ten- 
dency,  had  induced  him  to  rife  for  the  purpofe  of  declaring,  that 
the  noble  Lord  alluded  to,  did  not  know  of  this  book  until  it  was 
made  a  matter  of  public  difcufTion,  and  that  no  copy  whatever  had 
been  fent  to  his  office.  With  refpe6t  to  the  fituation  whidi  Mr. 
Reeves  held  under  that  noble  Lord,  it  was  one  which  he  had  hdd 
fer  ten  years ;  and  he  could  aiTert,  that  that  noUe  Lofd  was  fiitiy 
fatisikd  with  the  pundtuality  and  fidelity  with  which  he  peifuiincJ 
the  duties  of  his  office.  With  refpcd  .to  the  Report  of  the  Com- 
mittee, he  did  not  think  it  was  one  .\(rhich  did  them  much  creifit ; 
they  had  afked  to  have  the  Committee  revived,  for  the  purpofe  of 
producing  fome  new  and  important  matter :  How  far  they  had  Ibc- 
ceeded  in  adding  at  all  to  their  firft  Report,  he  (hotild  leavd  to  the 
Houfe  to  determine. 

Sir  WILLIAM  YOUNG  thought  the  ends  of  public  jufBcc 
would  be  fully  anfwercd.  if  the  author  were  called  to  the  bar  of  the 
Houfe,  and  reprimanded  by  the  Speaker — the  fentiments  of  die 
Houfe  would  then  go  forth  into  the  kingdom,  and  it  would  bt 
univerfally  known  that  they  equally  abhorred  attacks  upon  every  pan 
of  the  CeniUtution. 

.    Mr.  DENT  did  not  wholly  approve  of  the  nK>de  of  procedure, 
fuggefted  either  by  the  motion  or  by  the  amendment.  ^ 

Mr.  FOX  could  not  avoid  dunking  that  die  Committee  had  done 
right  in  reporting  all  they  knew  upon  the  fubje6t-— and  notwtthiUnd- 
ing  what  had  been  faid  by  a  learned  gentleman,  he  would  afk  himp 
whedier  he  was  fo  fure  that  in  poHrical  profecutions  it  would  be  im- 
proper to  bring  in  evidence  of  all  the  facts  connedhd  with  thofit  pro- 
fecunons  ?  With  rcfpedl  to  the  danger  to  be  apprehended  from  the 
pamphlet^  he  could  not  allow  that  the  danger  of  an  arbitrary  govern- 
ment being  ctVahliihed  was  wholly  chimerical^  though  he  was  vciy 
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ready  to  allow  that  the  tccwt  fedii^  which  had  been  excited  by  the. 
^^70  bills  had  in  a  confiderable  degree  diminifhed  his  apprcfaenfions 
of  fuch  an  .event.     In  a  mixed  Government  like  this,  however,  all 
publications  were  dangerous  which  tended  to  give  to  one  of  the  parts 
of  that  Government  too  great  an  afcendancy  over  the  reft.  It  might 
be  aiked  why^  if  no  profecution  were  wiflied,  all  the  £i£ls  had  been 
flated?  For  this  reafon,  to  convince  the  Houfd  of  the  impropriety 
of  the  pamphlet.     What  was  it  that  he  defired  ?  It  was  this,  that 
as  a  pamphlet  fuch  as  this  had  been  brought  before  the  Houfe,  the 
Houfe  ihould  not  content  themfelves  with  a  ,<vote  of  cenfure,  but 
ihould  make  the  pamphlet  undergo^  as  it  were,  the  ignomimous  pu- 
niihment  of  J>uming.     With  regard  to  precedents,  be  contended 
that  they  were,  with  a  very  few  exceptions,  in  favour  of  the  origi- 
nal motion.    Early  in  the  prefent  reign,  a  pamphlet,  called  "  Droit 
le  Roi,"  had  been  complained  of,  cenfured,  and  burnt.     At  the 
commencement  of  the  American  war,  another  pamphlet,  called  the 
Crlfis^  had  alfo  been  burnt.     Why  then  (hould  it  now  be  for  the 
honour  of  the  Houfe  to  flicw  fuch  tendernefs  for  the  doSrine  con- 
tained in  this  pam]^let,  as  to  exempt  it  from  the  puni(hment  which 
had  been  infli£led  on  iimilar  do£lrines.     An  infinuation  had  gone 
forth  that  there  was  a  wi(h  to  opprefs  Mr.  Reeves,  and  a  noblt 
Lord  had  ftated  that  that  gentleman  was  to  be  perfecuted  becauie  he 
had  counteracted  the  views  of  gentlemen  on  his  fide  of  the  Houfe. 
Now  he  would  fairly  own  that  Mr.-  Reeves  had  counteracted  hia 
views.     His  views  had  been  to  put  an  end  to  all  religious  difier^ 
cnces.     Mr.  Reeves's  aflbciation,  however,  had  tried  to  light  up 
the  flame  of  religious  difcord  all  over  the  kingdom.  His  own  bbje^ 
had  always  been  to  preferve  the  balance  between  all  the  parts  of  the 
Government.     Mr.  Reeves,  however,  by  the  circulaticxi  of  Mr. 
Jenings's  and  other  pamphlets,  had  tried  to  deftroy  that  balance* 
He  was  therefore  not  alhamed  to  fay  that  Mr.  Reeves  had  counter- 
adled  his  views. — He  had  mentioned  Mr.  Soame  Jenings's pamphlet««~ 
he  had  read  it  when  it  firft  came  out*— *he  thought  it  ingenious  and 
innocent.     But  though  Mr.  Jenings  wrote  it  innocently,  did  Mr. 
Reeves  circulate  it  innocemly-^and  this  was  the  material  difference* 
Arguments  had  been  ufcd  about  the  Houfe  being  at  the  lame  time 
judge  and  jury.     Was  it  not  in  the  nature  of  things  that  it  muft  be 
fo  r  and  in  a  cafe  which  related  to  its  own  privU^es  could  it  be 
dtherwifc  ?  could  any  of  the  courts  below  vindicate  their  privilegetf 
in  any  other  manner  than  by  aAing  bodi  as  judge  and  jury  ?  If  he 
Were  afked  whether  he  would  ftop  here,  bis  rejAy  woilld  be,  that 
he  had  no  objeClion.     He  had  no  objeAion  >dfo  to  fending  for  Mr* 
Keeves  to  the  bar.     At  the  bar  he  might  make  his  defence^  and 
comment  upon  the  evidence  that  bad  been  adduced  againft  him. 
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Aboot  puiuifament  he  was  littit  ftKcitooSy  and  he  flmild  even  have 
cared  little  about  burning  the  pamphlet,  if  Mn  Reeves  had  not  be» 
at  the  head  of  thcfe  aflfodadons ;  and  if  thb  and  other  pun^hkxsf 
circulated  by  thofe  aflfociataon^,  had  not  proceeded  firom  the  fanie 
ihq>.  The  removal  from  a  place  of  truft  was  certainly  a  (even 
punifliment ;  but  was  it  not  infli6ted  in  cafes  where  particular  tcAs 
were  not  taken  ?  Had  it  not  been  infllAed  i.n  fimilar  cafes  to  die 
prcfcnt.— •In  the  cafe  of  the  fiifhopof  Worccftcr,  who  had  inter- 
fered in  an  eleSion,  did  not  the  Houfe  petition  the  Queen  to  remove 
him  from  the  office  of  Almoner  to  Her  Majeftjr  ? 

Kir.  Fox  concluded,  by  defiring  that  the  entries  in  the  Journal 
of  the  Houfe,  of  the  24th  day  of  Febniary  1 764.,  of  the  proceed- 
ings of  die  Houfe  refpeding  a  book,  intituled,  **  Droit  le  Rof ,  or 
a  Digeft  of  the  Rights  and  Prerogatives  of  the  Imperial  Crown  of 
Great  Britain,"  might  be  read. 

And  alfo  that  the  entries  in  the  Journal  of  the  Houfe,  of  the 
a 7th  day^  February  1775,  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Houfe  rcf- 
po^ng  a  printed  book,  intituled,  *'  The  prefent  crifis  with  refptdi 
to  America,  confidered  ;"  and  alfo^  refpeding  a  printed  bocA,  in- 
tituiedy  <^  The  Criiis,  Number  3,  dated  Saturday  Fehruaiy  4, 
<775»"  might  be  read. 

And  the  fame  were  rea^  accordingly. 
.    From  which  it  appeared  that  thcfe  bn^s  were  voted  feditioos 
libels  by  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  and  were  ordered  to  be  burned 
by  the  hands  of  thp  common  hangman. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  referred  to  two  precedeius  of  a  contrary 
tendency ^^that  of  Mr.  Murray,  in  1751,  and  that  of  a  pamjMct 
oalled  the  South  Britain,  in  which  the  Houfe  had  ordered  profecu- 
tions  by  the  Attorney  General. 

Sir  WILLIAM  DOLBEN  was  proceeding  to  defend  the  pam- 
phlet, when  he  was  called  to  order  t^  the  Speaker,  who  told  him 
diat  the  Houfe  having  voted  this  a  libel,  it  was  not  penrnitted  to 
any  member  to  defend  it ;  but  faid,  if  the  worthy  Baronet  wiihed 
to  refcind  the  Refolutton  of  the  Houfe,  it  was  competent  to  make  a 
motion  to  thatefFe^i  on  another  day. 

Mr.  COURTENAY  faid,  he  wiftied  to  propofe,  as  concilh- 
tory  meaiure,  that  the  book  in  queftion  ftioiild  be  burnt  by  Mr. 
Reeves  himfdf,  and  that, .  if  necefiary  Mr.  Arthur  Young  flioold 
affift- 

Mr.  WINDHAM  refrfied  to  the  honourable  gendeman  iriio 
had  made^the  moifion,  and  thofe  who  fupported  him.  He  feid,  at 
die  Houfe  had  decided  upon  this  work,  he  would  not  prefeme  Co 
defend  it  ^  but  be  would  aflfert,  that  if  the  principles  contained  in 
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tills  book  were  unju(^ifiablc,  ftiU  there  Sid  rtot  appear  any  proof  of 
^  bad  intention  in  the  author.     This  book  was  not  printed  in  a  cheap 
^rdition  (as  many  grofs  libels  on  the  other  fide  had  been),  for  thd 
purpc^fe  of  being  more  eadly  circulated  among  the  lower  claiTes  of  the 
people.     He  was  happy  to  hear  thofe  gentlemen  profefs  fuch  anxiety 
for  the  prefervation  of  the  Conftitution  in  all  its  points  :  hitherto 
^hey  had  feen,  unmoved,  innumerable  libels  attacking  the  monar- 
chical part  of  the  Conftitution,  but  thofe  watchful  guardians  were 
then  afleep  ;  but  when  a  pamphlet  appeared  on  the  other  fide,  then 
all  their  vigilance  was  roufed,  and  all  their  vengeance  called  forth. 
He  remarked  the  fudden  change  which  had  taken  place  in    the 
opinion  of  thofe  gentlenien  with  rcfpeft  to  juries  ;  at  one  time  they 
were  idolized,  and  their  decifion  even  fet  above  thofe  of  the  Houfe 
of  Commons  j  but  no\».  their  opinions  were  changed,  and  they  were 
afraid  to  venture  before  a  jury.     Having  preflTed  thefe  p&ints,  Mr; 
Windhjim  faid,  that  being  bound  by  the  decifion  of  the  Houfe  to  ad- 
mit that  this  was  a  libel,  he  (hould  give  his  vote  foi;  a  proCecution 
by  the  Attorney  General,  rather  than  for  any  other  mode  of  puni(h- 
ment. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  replied  to  the  fcveral  arguments  that  had  been 
advanced  againft  him.  As  to  the  charge,  that  he  and  his  friends 
had  never  recommended  profecutions  for  libels,  he  would  fay,  it 
iVas  not  neceffary.  Minifters  had  taken  that  matter  into  their  own 
hands ;  the  jails  throughout  the  kingdom  had  been  fall.  Here  Mr. 
Sheridan  read  over  a  lift  of  fifty  or  fixty  pcrfons,  who  had,  in  the 
courfe  of  thefe  three  laft  years,  been  tried  and  puniftied  for  libels  ; 
smd  many  of  thefe  had  been  profecuted  in  confequence  of  informations 
from  Mr.  Reeves's  aflbciation,  which  he  could  prove  :  fo  it  could 
be  no  reproach  to  oppofition  that  they  had  not  urged  Miniftfers  to  in- 
creafe  the  lift.  If  he  did  not  wi(h  to  fend  Mr.  Reeves  to  a  jury, 
he  did  not  wifli  to  commit  the  privileges  of  the  Houfe  to  the  King's 
Attorney  General.  If  Mr.  Reeves  (hould  be  found  guilty,  perhaps 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  would  call  him  a  coqvided  inno- 
cent, as  he  had  called  others  acquitted  felons.        * 

Sir  G.  PAGE  TURNER  faid,  that  great  mlfchicf  and  lofs  to 
tht  public  would  arifeftom  burning  the  book  by  the  common  hang- 
man, by  taking  ^way  men  from  their  work  and  employment.  He 
would  vote,  therefore,  for  the  amendment. 

The  queftion  was  then  put  on  the  propofcd  omiflion  of  the  words 
of  Mr.  Sheridan's  mot}t)n,  which  was  carried  without  a  divifion* 
It  being  then  fuppofed  that  the  fubjcdl  was  difppofed  of^  the  greater 
part  of  the  members  had  left  the  Houfe  before  the  queftion  could  bo 
()uton  the  words  propofed  to  beiniertcd  by  Mr.  Dundas ;  and>  on 
Vol.  XLIII.  S  E 
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Sir  William  Dolben's  requiring  a  divifion,  it  appeared  that  octy  29 
members  were  prefcnt,  and  in  confequcnce  an  adjoummcnt  txx&. 
place. 

Tuefday  l^th  of  December^ 

The  SPEAKER  communicated  to  the  Houfc  a  letter  from  a 
member,  which,  involving  a  matter  afFefting  their  privileges,  i^ras 
of  the  greateft  importance.  Mr.  Speed,  member  for  Huntingdon, 
had  been  prevented  from  attending  the  call  of  the  Houfc  in  con- 
fequencc  of  being  arretted  in  the  Ffle  of  Man  for  a  debt,  and  he 
having  claimed  his  privilege,  tlie  matter  had  been  referred  to  the 
Duke  of  Portland,  by  the  Governor  of  the  Ifle  of  Man,  and  the 
point,  by  advice  of  the  Attorney  General,  was  fubmittcd  as  a  mat- 
ter of  privilege  on  which  the  Houfe  would  decide.  The  Speaker 
conceived  diat  tl.e  matter  ought  to  be  referred  to  a  Conunitrcc  of 
privileges  to  take  tlic  matter  under  eonfideration  to-morrow  ;  which 
the  Houfe  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  faid,  that,  inconfequenceof  fomc  aiguments 
ufed  the  night  before,  which  had  in  fome  meafure  altered  his  mind, 
he  no  longer  ohjedted  to  the  profccution  of  Mr.  Reeves,  fincc  it  was 
to  be  limited  to  hirpfelf,  without  affecting  the  printer  or  publUber 
of  the  pamphlet.  In  order,  therefore,  that  there  might  be  unani- 
mity in  the  Houfc,  rcfpefling  the  manner  of  punifhing  the  audior 
of  that  pamphlet,  on  which  the  Houfe  had  already  paded  an  ima- 
nimous  rtfolution  of  reprobation,  he  would  move — "  That  an  hum- 
ble addrcfs  |pe  prefented  to  His  Majefty  that  he  would  be  gracimifly 
pleafed  to  order  His  Majcft\^*s  Attorney  General  to  profccutc  John 
Reeves,  Efq.  as  the  author  of  a  printed  pan)^let,  cndtulcd, 
"  Thoughts  on  the  Englifh  Government." 

Agreed  to,  nem,  ccn, 

Mr.  FOX  prefented  a  petition  againft  the  war,  and  praying  for 
immediate  peace,  figned  by  20,300  perfoiisof  the  town  and  iki^- 
bourhood  of  Manchefter. 

Colonel  STANLEY  prefented  a  counter-petition  from  the  fame 
place,  figned  by  28,000  perfons. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  moved,^  that  the  amendments  made  by 
the  Lords  in  the  bill  againd  feditious  aflfemblies  be  read  and  agreed 
to. 

Mr.  FOX  faid,  that  it  was  the  pradHee  of  that  Houfe,  not  only 
to  rejeft  any  money  bills,  if  altered  in  the  Lords,  but  alfo  to  reje^ 
ai  bill  if  any  alteration  fhould  be  made  in  any  part  of  it  which  tended 
to  lay  a  fine  or  pecuniary  penalty  on  the  people;  in  the  latter  point  of 
view  he  objefled  to  this  bill.     There  was  an  alteration  made  which 
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fubftituted  the  word  "  felonies,"  inftead  of  the  word  '*  offences." 
He  would  explain  to  the  Houfe  how  far  that  went :  As  the  bill 
•^•as  fent  u{>  to  the  Lords,  all  offences  againft  it  in  Scotland  were  to 
fee  punilhed  with  death  ;  the  Lords  had  altered  it,  that  all  felonies 
only,  as  mentioned  in  the  adt,  (hould  be  puniflicd  with  death,  and 
the  offences,  which  were  not  felonies,  were  punifhcd  with  fine. 
The  operation  of  this  alteration  would  be  to  make  pcrfons  liable  to  a 
fine  who  were  not  foby  the  bill  as  fent  from  the  Commons  ;  uponj 
that  principle,  he  contended,  the  bill  muft  be  rejefted  altogether. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  agreed  in  toto  to  the  principles  laid  down 
by  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  and  obfervcd,  that  however  im- 
portant the  bill  might  be,  and  however  ncceffary  it  might  be  to  pafs 
it  into  a  law  with  expedition,  that  ncccffity  fliould  by  no  means 
fuperfede  the  obedience  which  that  Houfc  owed  to  its  own  ordi- 
nances, and  the  vigilant  attention  they  ought  to  pay  to  the  privileges, 
if  it  was  found  to  trench  in  the  fmalleft  degree  upon  them,  or  even 
if  there  was  a  doubt.  But  in  every  point  of  view  in  which  it  could 
be  taken,'  there  was  no  poffible  qucftion  more  free  from  doubts.— 
The  amendment  made  in  the  Lords  was  a  mere  elucidation  of  what 
this  Houfe  muft  have  intended,  though  they  expreffcd  it  ambiguouf- 
ly  ;  for,  furely,  it  could  not  be  the  intention  of  any  man  in  that 
Houfe  to  award  the  penalty  of  death  in  Scotland  to  the  fame  crime 
to  which  in  England  a  pcyialty  of  ^ol.  was  annexed. — ^The  Lords 
then,  in  removing  that  miftake,  had  gone  no  farther  than  the  Com- 
mons intended  to  go.  In  proof  of  this,  he  referred  to  a  prior  claiife, 
in  which  the  penalty  of  50I.  was  attached  to  Hie  offence  in  Scotland 
as  well  as  in  England  ;  and  alfo  to  the  end  of  the  bill,  where,  in 
the  claufc  for  recovery  of  the  forfeitures,  it  dired^s,  that  they  fhall 
be  recovered  by  adlion  of  debt,  in  the  courts  of  VVeftminftcr,  and 
in  the  courts  of  Jufticiary  in  Scotland  ;  fo  that  the  Houfe  had  the 
pecuniary  penalty  in  view  all  along;  and  the  amendment  was  merely 
an  affirmance  of  their  intentions.  Uhlefs  then  the  Houfe  could  be 
fuppofcd  capable  of  the  monftrous  abfurdity  of  annexing  both  death 
and  a  peculiar  pecuniary  penalty  tp  the  fame  offence,  the  thing  was 
out  of  doubt.  But  what  put  it  ftill  more  fo  was,  that  fuppofing 
that  to  be  the  cafe,  the  pecuniary  penalty  was  already  provided  by 
the  Commons,  and  the  only  alteration  that  they  could  be  fup- 
pofcd to  make,  was  in  taking  away  the  penalt}'  of  death  ;  their  right 
to  do  which  could  not  be  called  in  queftion.  The  amendment  only 
made  more  clear  and  more  free  from  mifconftrudtion  the  meaning  of 
the  Commons.  Under'thofe  circumftances,  he  hoped  that  the  right 
honourable  gentleman'  wpuld  fee  the  futility  of  his  objedtions,  and 
agree  to  the  amendment  being  taken  into  coniideration. 

5E2 
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Mr.  FOX  (aid,*  that  "  the  mcanir^"  of  tbeHoufeof  ConimoKU 
was  a  loofe  and  indefinite  cKprefTion  :  He  had  nothing  to  do  wich 
the  intention  of  individual  members,  the  iotention  of  the  H(x^ 
muft  be  the  **  legal  conftru<^ion,"  and  by  the  legal  con^lruclic-n  of 
the  bill,  as  fent  up  by  the  Commons,  the  penalty  of  death  and  con- 
fifcation  of  moveables  did  attach  to  cert^iin  offences,  which  by  th^ 
amendment  were  only  liable  to  the  pcnaltj'  of  50I.  Confifcadon, 
he  faid,  muft  include  all  a  man's  property,  and  therefore  render 
nugatory  the  fine  of  50I.  (even  under  the  idea  of  the  right  honour- 
able gentleman,  that  offences  in  Scotland  were  made  UaWe  to  that 
fine  before  the  bill  was  amended.)  The  amendment,  thcrelurc>  by 
taking  off  that  confifcation,  did  create  a  fine,  at  the  fame  time  that 
it  releafed  from  a  fine  ;  no  doubt  it  did,  a  fine  with  a  vengeance,  it 
confifcated  all  moveables  ;  but  the  principle  of  jealoufy  ap^/tied  22, 
well  to  the  diminution  as  to  the  incrcafe  of  a  pecuniar)'  penalty. 

Mr.  DUNDAS  faid,  the  amendment  by  the  Lords  was  not 
neceflfary,  the  legal  conftrudion  being,  that  if  an  appropriate  penahf 
be  contained  in  any  ad  as  applying  to  a  particular  fpccics  of  crime, 
no  general  penalty  afterwards  expreffed,  (hould  attach.  The  peiialt|r 
of  30I.  being  particularly  mentioned  in  a  prior  claufe  to  attend  cer- 
tain fpecified  offences,  the  other  penalty  of  deafh  and  confifcation 
of  moveables  could  not  be  incurred  for  the  fame  offciKcs.  The 
right  honourable  gentleman  had  faid,  that  the  confifcation  of  move- 
ables comprehended  all  property  ;  he  did  not,  howcva-,  confidcr 
that  moveables  were  only  a  diftin<S  fpecics  of  property,  and  that  the 
fine  of  50I.  might  attach  on  the  other  parts  of  the  cflFender's  pofftf- 
fions.  Although  he  did  not  think  (fpeaking  as  a  lawyer)  that  the 
amendment  was  nccoflTary,  yet  he  could  not  object  to  it  en  a  prin- 
ciple of  jealoufy,  it  being  only  to^rcndcr  more  clear  the  intcndon  of 
the  Commons* 

The  amendment  was  then  agreed  to. 

The  SPEAKER  mentioned  a  precedent  in  the  year  1781,  where 
a  fpecial  entry  had  been  made  in  the  Journals  of  the  reafons  which 
induced  the  Houfc  to  concur  in  an  amendment,  which  had  been 
made  by  the  Peers.  He  thought  that  fomething  fimilar  ihould  be 
done  on  the  prefent  occafion  to  prevent  any  future  mifconcq>tion  of 
their  condud,  in  accepting  this  amendment. 

This  proportion  was  agreed  to,  and  the  following  declaration 
ordereito  be  infertcd  on  tlie  Jounmals:— "  That  it  appears  to  this 
Houfc  that  the  alterations  made  in  this  bill  by  the  Lords,  do  not  in 
any  refpedl  ky  any  additional  fine^  or  pecuniary  penalty,  upon  the 
people.** 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  was  then  appointed  to  caijy  the  bill  to 
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t:lie  Loids,  and  inform  diem  that  the  Houfe  of  Commoiis  had 
agreed  to  the  amendment. 

Mr.  WILBERFORCE  f«d,  he  wiflied  his  honourable  friend 
(Mr.  Smith),  before  making  his  motion,  vould  allow  him  to  (ay  a 
&w  words  with  refpedt  to  the  flave  trade.  He  called  to  the  re^ 
snembrance  of  the  Houfe,  that  the  time  fixed  for  putting  an  end 
to  that  detedable  traffic  was  the  id  of  January,  1 796*  That  time 
was  drawing  near,  and  ought  not  to  be  fufiered  to  elapfe,  without 
his  bringing  tlie  fubje<5\  before  the  notice  of  the  Houfe  ^  and  he  was 
in  rdoubt  how  to  ad,  as  the  rccc&  was  fo  near  taking  place.  He 
aGured  the  Houfe,  that  fo  far  from  thinkii^  the  late  periods  of 
alarm  and  danger  an  unfit  time  to  bring  the  emancipation  of  the 
fiegroes  forward,  there  never  was  a  period  when  he  would  have 
more'wilhcd  Parliament  to  adopt  fuch  meafures  on  the  fubjedi  aa 
yfould  have  evinced  their  real  attachment  to  their  principles  and  the 
caufe  of  their  ficc  !c»m.  The  real  motive  that  had  induced  him  fo 
long  tofurbcar  prelRng  the  fubjedt  of  the  Slave  trade  had  been,  that 
matters  of  the  highcil  national  importance  had  been  in  agitation,  and 
the  public  mind  wns  fo  deeply  occupied,  that  he  could  not  form  z 
hope  of  this  important  fubjcd  receiving  that  £air  and  ample  con- 
fideration  it  demanded.  He  gave  notice,  however,  of  hisintentioii 
to  bring  it  forward  in  the  prefent  fefiion. 

Mr.  FOX  felt,  great  fatisfai^ion  at  hearing  tlie  honourable  gen- 
tleman exprcfs  the  intention  he  did  ;  but  lie  maintained  that  tliere 
was  no  political  object  of  more  value,  or  more  defervingof  the  at-» 
tension  of  Parliament.  He  was  forry,  for  the  credit  bf  the  H9ufe^ 
that  it  had  contracted  and  promifed  what  it  had  not  fufilled ;  and 
he  wifhed  they  would  redeem  their  honour  by  a  full  confideratioo 
of  the  whole  (late  of  that  trade.  He  hoped  the  honourable  gentle- 
man would  purfue  it  with  his  wonted  laudable  vigour ;  chat  he  would 
recoUe(^  the  Houfe  had  fent  their  proceedings  to  the  Lords,  and  had 
not  fince  heard  of  the  Lords  having  proceeded  in  it ;  that  he  woidd 
inform  himfelf  whether  they  had  proceeded  or  not,  and  if  they  had ' 
not,  whether  their  negle£l  arofe  from  neceflity  or  from  want  of  ref- 
fc6k  to  the  Commons.  Of  all  thefe  circumftances  he  hoped  the 
honourable  gentleman  would  inform  himtelf  well:  and,  finally, 
he  ( ..prefTed  his  hopes  that  the  Houfe  would  give  the  fubje^  full 
and  fair  difcuffion,  and  endeavour  to  recover  die  lofs  of  chani6Ver 
they  had  fudained  by  their  fupinenefs  on  this  moft  Important  and  in- 
terefting  fiibje£l. 

The  queAion  for  the  third  reading  of  the  loan  bill  being  put, 

Mr.  SMITH  fiud|  he  was  at  a  lob  whpdier  to  makp  the  modoa 
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which  he  intended  to  fubmit  to  the  Houfe  on  this  (la^  of  the  ImD, 
or  after  it  was  palled.  • 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  replied,  that  as  it  would  be  iinpoQible  to 
invalidate  the  bargain,  there  was  no  occafion  to  retard  the  pafling 
of  the  bill,  and  that  his  condu(ft  in  the  negpciating  the  loan  would 
be  as  much  open  ,to  animadverfion  after  as  before  it  was  paiTcd. 
*    The  bill  being  read  a  third  time,  and  paflcd, 

Mr.  W.  SMITH  rofe  to  make  his  motion.     He  propofed  now 
to  proceed  upon  the  fame  grounds  that  he  had  fet  out  upon,  namety, 
that  of  public  expediency  and  public  jufticc.     He  adured  the  right 
,   honourable  gentleman  alfo  at  the  outfet,  that  the  matter  was  bj  tjo 
means  regarded  in  the  fame  point  of  view  out  of  doors,  that  it  had 
been  in  the  Houfe.     He  had  never  heard  the  bufinefs  nricntioncd, 
but  in  terms  of  reprobation,  and  the  mildeft  ccnfurc   whidi  was 
pafled  upon  Mr.  Pirt  was,  that*  he  had  been  over-reached  and  de- 
ceived.     For  his  own  part,  he  did  not  wifti  to  throw  any  greater 
cenfure  upon  the  tranfaftion  than  it  really  defcrved  ;  but  the  objcd 
which  he  wiflied  to  prefs  upon  the  Houfe  was,  to  inftitutc  a  Com- 
mittee to  inquire  into  all  the  circumftances  attending  the  negoda- 
.tion.     He  would  not  enter  at  prcfent  much  at  large  into  the  firft 
part  of  the  proceeding.     He  only  begged  leave  to  make  a  finglc 
obfervation  on  the  point  on  which  Mr.  Pitt  had  reftcd  his  defence, 
namely,  that  he  was  under  a  pledge  to  the  contraftors  for  die  for- 
mer loan,  not  to  bring  a  new  loan  into  the  market,  before  the  laft 
inftalment  on  the  laft  year's  loan  was  filled  up.     The  pledge,  how- 
ever, had  entirely  efcapcd  from  the  memoiy  of  Mr.  Pitt,  and  the 
cxiftence  of  the  pledge  reftcd  wholly  upon  the  credit  of  the  Go- 
vernor of  the  Bank,  who  could  not  be  faid  to  be  a  difintercfted  pcr- 
fon  on  the  prcfent  point.     But  fuppofing  the  pledge  really  to  have 
cxiftcd,  what  ought  to  have  been  the  conduft  of  the  right  honour- 
able gentleman  ?    Ought  he  not  to  have  come  down  and  advifcd 
with  the  Houfe,  before  he  had  wontonly  thrown  away  i,8oo,oool. 
of  the  public  money  ?  Might  not  afmall  loan  have  been  contracted 
for  with  Mr.  Boyd,  to  fupply  the  exigencies  of  the  public  fervice, 
till  the  laft  Inftalment  of  the  laft  year's  loan  was  paid  r  He  would 
not  have  rcfufed  to  enter  into  fuch  contract,  or  elfe  he  would  juftly 
have  debarred . hi mfelf  from  all  conpctition  in  future.     Mr.  Smith 
then  read  a  letter  from  Mr.  Morgan,  addreffed  to  Mr.  Pitt,  and 
dated  on  the  1 6th  of  November,  apprifing  him  of  his  intentions  to 
bid  for  the  loan ;  after  which  he  entered  upon  the  merits  of  the 
bargain  which  had  been  concluded.     The  intereft  was  faid  to  be 
4I.  13s.  6d.  and  Mr.  Pitt  boafted,  from  this  rate  of  intereft,  that 
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the  bargain  was  good*     If  he  could  prove,  then^  that  theintereft 
paid  by  the  country  was,  in  h&y  4I.  1 7s.  6d.  it  would  follow  that 
the  bargain  was  bad,  bccaufc  this  difference  upon   fuch  a  capital 
-was  immenfe.     The  loan,   he  faid,  confiftcd  of  two  parts.      For 
•very   lool.  advanced   by  the  fubfcribcrs,  they  were   to  have    a 
capital  of  145!.  bearing  3  per  cent,  intereft,  befides  6s.  6d.  long 
annuities,  which,  in  the  fpace  of  four  years,  would  advance  the  in- 
tcreft  to  5  per  cent.     But  laying  the  6s.    6d.  lung  annuities  en- 
tirely out  of  the  qucflion,  the  3  per  cent,  on  the  1 45I.  capital,  toge- 
ther with  the  difcount,  made  an  interert  of  4I.  17s.  6d.  for  every 
lool.  borrowed  by  the  country.      Mr.  Smith  next  confidcred  the 
tranfad^ion  in  relation  to  the  nrieffage  which  His  Majcily  had  been 
gracioufly  pleafed  to   fend  down  to  the  Houfe.     The  bargain  for 
the  loan  was  concluded  juft  thirteen  dayb  before  the  mellage   was 
brought  down  ;  and  he  afked  the  Houfe  what  circunidances  had 
occurred  in  France,  which  imniediatclv  afFcdled  the  relative  lituation 
of  that  country  with  this,  as  to  render  that  meflage  expedient  at  the 
time  it  was  brought  down,  and  inexpedient  and  unforcfecn  at  the 
time  when  the  loan  was  contradted   for.       The  fucceffcs  of  the 
Auftrains  were  known  before  the  budget  was  opened,  and  he  knew 
of  no  other  change  in  the  lituation  of  France.     Bcfldes  the  lofs, 
however,  which  the  country  had  fuftained  from  this  arrangement, 
he  did  dot  know  in  what  terms  to  fpeak  of  it.    Within  three  days 
after  the  bargain  was  concluded,  the  loan  bore  a  profit  to  the  fub- 
fcribcrs of  no  lefs  than  2,250,0001.  which  was  a  profit,  little  lefs. 
than  all  the  loans  during  the  American  war  had  brought  to  the 
contractors,  though  Lord  North  was  often  reprobated  for  extrava- 
gance, and  even  in  one  inftance  convided  of  corruption.      During 
the  American  war  there  were  fcven  loans,  amounting  in  all  to  fifty- 
fevcn  millions,  and  bearing  a  premium  in  the  grofs  of  2,475,000!* 
and  the  prefcnt  loan,  three  days  only  after  the  opening  of  the 
budget,  bears  a  premium  of  only   2oo,oool.  lefs  than  all  the 
American  loans  put  together.     The  average  of  the  intcrcft  of  Lord 
North's  loans  did  not  exceed  4!  per  cent,  the  average  intereft  of 
the  loans  made  by  the  prefent  Mr.  Pitt,  though  they  were  made 
when  the  country  was  in  a  Aatt  of  much  greater  proiperity  than 
during  the  American  war,  was  no  lefs  than  five  and  a  quarter  pcr^ 
cent.     In  the  courfe  of  the  laft  four  years,  fifty-one  millions  had 
been  borrowed,  and  if  the  loan  of  eleven  millions,  formerlv  con- 
traded  for  by  Mr  Morgah,rw9$ .fHabWi^.out  of  the  account,  which; 
did  not  bear  a  twenty-fixth  part  of  the  grofs  amount  of  the  premium 
on  thefe  loans,  the  intereft  which  the  country  would  be  found  to 
have  been  paying  was  about  7  per  pent.    The  next  point  was  under 
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what  €ircutnftan«es  ha^  this  bargain  bctn  made  ?     Had  it  hem 
even  in  the  moft  profperous  fituation  of  the  coMnirr,  this  loan  wb 
of  a  nature  fo  improvident,  that  it  ought  not  to  have  been  contraflcd: 
but,  in  facV,  the  bargain  was  concluded  at  a  period,  when,  exchiitTe 
df  this  new  Loan  of  1 8  millivins,  the  debt  of  this  country  amounted 
to  the  furn  of  388  millions  ;  the  annual  inrercftof  tiiis  debt  to  the 
fnm  of  10,640,000!.     During  the  iaft  nine  \Tars  rhcre  has  been 
paidofFa  fum  of  about  15  millions,  thr^e  |>cr  cents,  b'lt  the  fum  of 
98  millions   has  been  added.     The  annual  fum  allotted  for  the 
liquidation  of  the  nation  J  debt,  does,  incked,  in  theory,  p^  ^ 
period  at  no  great  diftance  ;  but  theory,  in  many  inftances,  differs 
from  faft  and  pradltce.     Even  fincc  the  year  1791,  though  the 
nvays  and  means  have  been  ftated  to  exceed  the  expenditure,  yet  the 
deficiency  of  1 791  was  430,000!.    in  1792   ftill  more,   and  in 
1793  it  even  emounted  to  the  fum  of  8oo,oool.  and  in  the  laft 
year,  to  a  very  larjrc  fu.n  indeed.     Add  to  all  this,  that  fincc  the 
year  1784,  five  millitms  per  annum  of  new  taxes  have  been  laid 
on.    Thus  circumdancod,  if  any  one  of  tire  caufes  of  our  piofperity 
(hould  fail,  where  will  the  taxes  be  found  to  pay  for  fuch  an  enor- 
mous accumulation  of  debt  ?  He  infiftcd  that  there  was  more,  money 
thrown  away  by  the  premium  on  this  loan,  than  by  all  the  rcdudKon 
in  the  expenditure  of  the  public  offices.      It  would  buy  the  ftt  fim- 
plc  of  every  reform  made  by  Mr.  Burke's  bill,  and  almoft  double 
the  amount  of  the  penfion  lift  of  this  country.    He  dated  his  reafons 
for  wishing  to  inftittite  an  inquiry  to  be,  to  vindicate  private  cha- 
raSer,  and  provide  better  for  the  public  intereft  fn  future;  at  the 
fame  time,  that  he  was  ready  to  acquit  the  right  honourable  gcnde- 
man  of  every  finifter  intention  in  this  tranfaftion.     He  faid,  he  had 
been  informed  of  one  circumftance,  that  of  the  numen:>us  pcrfons 
who  compofed  the  lift  of  Boyd  and  Co.  die  greater  part  were  fliac 
out  of  a  large  portion  of  their  fubfcriptions,  when  it  ^as  found  that 
fo  confiderablc  a  bonus  attached  to  the  loan.    He  thought  it  was  of 
fom$  importance,  that  perfons  who  delivered  in  thf  ir  narties  to  a 
contra<Sor*s  lift,  fhould  have  fome  degree  of  certainty.     He  con- 
fidered  the  public  intereft  to  be  materially  concerned  in  the  tran- 
fadtions  of  this  loan  ;  and  that  a  Committee  of  the  Houfe  ought 
to  be  (atisfied  that  there  was  a  fufficicnt  reafon  for  altering  the  ufual 
mode  of  making  fuch  bargains,  and  for  that  prodigious  lofe  which 
had  been  fuftained,  and  whether  by  a  proper  fore-fight  it  might  not 
have  been  prevented.     On  all   thefe  accounts,  he  would  conclude 
^ith  moving,  "  That  a  Committee  be  appointed   to  inquire  iitto 
the  circumftances  of  the  ncgociation  of  the  late  loan." 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  the  vote  vrljichr  he  feR  him- 
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fclf  inclined  to  give  upon  the  motion  now  before  the  Houfc;  would 
not  make  it  ncccffary  for  him  to  trouble  the  Houfe  very  much  at 
large  upon  the  prefent  occafion  ;  becaufe,  however,  he  might  differ 
from  die  honourable  gentleman  in  mdny  of  the  topics  he  had  brought 
forward  in  his  fpecch  to-night,  he  did  not  differ  from  him  in  think- 
ing it  was  important  in  the  view  of  the  public  intereft  ;  important 
to  the  charadtcr  of  thofe  who  were  intercftcd  in  the  loan,  to  have  an 
inquiry  inftituted  into  the  mode  in  which  it  was  negociated  ;  parti^* 
cularly  fo,  after  obfer^ing  how  much  ib'efs  was  laid,  and  a  fuppofed 
impreflfion  made  on  the  public  mind  in  confequence  of  a  departure 
from  a  fyflem  which  had  been  ufually  adopted  by  him  in  negpciating 
loans.  Feeling  the  queftion  in  this  view,  he  regretted  that  the  fitu- 
ation  of  bufincfs  to  be  tranfa£ted  in  Parliament,  rendered  it  incon- 
venient that  this  fubjeft  fhould  come  before  a  Committee  of  the 
whole  Houfe  ;  if  it  wefe  not  fo,  he  confidered  the  mattier  to  be  fo 
important,  that  were  a  motion  made  for  fubmitting  it  to  a  Com^ 
mitree  of  the  whole  Houfe,  he  fhould  not  feel  himfelf  much  inclined 
to  oppofe  it.  But  as  fuch  a  Committee  would  be  attended  with 
much  public  inconvenience,  he  was  willing  that  a  meafure  fhould 
be  adopted  that  would  approach  the  n^areft  to  fuch  a  Committee. 
'He  meant  a  Committee  up  flairs,  which  (hould  be  an  open  Com- 
mittee, that  every  perfon  who  chufed  to  attend  might  have  accefs 
to  it;  and  fo  far  was  he  from  endeavouring  to  avoid  inquiry  into 
this  bufinefs,  that  he  felt  himfelf  thankful  to  the  honourable  gen- 
tleman for  bringing  forward  fuch  a  motion.  He  was  aware  he  had 
often  refilled  inquiries  in  that  Houfe.  He  knew  he  had  often  been 
diaiged  with  having  alledged  infincere  motives  for  that  refiftance^ 
and  that  it  had  been  faid  he  had  refilled  inquiries,  not  on  public, 
but  on  perfonal  grounds.  Whether  thefe  chaiges  had  been  juHly 
made  or  not  againil  him,  he  had  no  occafion  now  to  difcuf^.  He 
had  refilled  diem  upon  a  principle  which  he  fhould  always  adhere 
to^  when  he  faw  it  fairly  applicable  to  the  fubjed.  The  principle 
was,  that  all  inquiry  in  that  Houfe  ought  to  be  refilled  if  entering 
into  it  manifeftly  tended  to  a  public  inconvenience,  and  did  not  on 
the  fuce  of  it  promife  a  public  pradlical  udlity.  Upon  the  applica- 
tion of  that  principle,  many  genftlemcn  in  that  Houfe  differed  from 
him  upon  feveral  motions ;  but  he  had  heard  nothing  from  them 
that  had  tended  to  (hake  his  opinion  as  to  the  principle  itfelf,  and 
therefore  he  begged  it  to  be  underftood,  that  by  agreeing  to  this  in- 
quiry, he  did  not  pledge  himfelf  to  relax  from  the  rule  to  which  he 
had  copflantly  adhered.  He  was  glad,  however,  that  upon  this  oc- 
cafion he  could  agree  to  the  inquiry.  He  was  glad  too  that  he  had 
not  id  thi^  fbge  of  the  proceeding  any  occafion  to  make  fo  many 
Vox.  XLTII.  5  F 
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obferv*<itions  as  fomc  gentlemen  might  have  fuppofed  he  intended  to 
do.  There  w^re  many  parts  of  the  Ipeech  of  the  honouxablc  gen- 
tleman which  might  be  put  out  of  the  queiHon  at  the  prc(ent  mo- 
ment. But  when  he  ftated  that  the  inquiry  was  nGa:flaiy  for  die 
charader  of  the  Governor  of  the  Bank»  he  begged  it  to  be  undcr- 
llood  didindly  that  he  had  not  r^Aed  his  juftificadon  of  any  (haie  be 
had  in  this  tranfa<£tion  on  the  opinion  of  the  Governor  of  the  Bank ; 
nor  did  he  red  it  on  the  opinion  of  any  other  peribn  whatever.  The 
Governor  and  the  Deputy  Governor  of  the  Bank  were  indeed  wit- 

'neffes  to  the  tranfa£lion,  but  he^had  adtcd  folcly  upon  his  own 
opinion.  .  He  did  not  flate  the  Governor  or  the  Daputy  Governor 
of  the  Bank  as  his  authority ;  he  only  ftated  that  they  were  wit- 
neiTes  to  the  tranfadlion.  He  dated  this  in  order  that  there  might 
be  no  mifappreheniion  upon  the  matter  when  it  (hopld  hereafter 
come  to  be  argued.  There  was  another  part  of  the  fpccdi  of  the 
honourable  gentleman,  which  he  mud  leave  out  of  the  qucfiion  : 
he  meant  the  opinion  which  was  to  be  entertained  of  the  condud 
of  fome  of  the  fubfcribers  of  the  loan,  after  it  became  a  profitable 
one,  becaufe  he  declared  mod  ferioufly,  and  without  the  Icaft  ri(k 
of  being  contradicted,  that  neither  in  this  nor  any  other  loan  did 
he  knoiy  the  lead,  of  the  manner  in  which  it  had  been  diftributed, 
He  had  never,  either  directly  or  indirectly,  interfered  iathat  rcfpe£^, 
and  what  diare  had  been  allowed  to  different  pcrfons  of  this  loan 
he  was  totally  ignorant.  He  knew  only  who  were  the  peribos  who 
had  (i^ed  the  contrad  with  him.  They  were  petfons  of  fuffident 
weight  and  confequence  to  perform  their  engagement.  There 
•were  two  or  three  other  parts  of  the  fpeech  of  the  honourable  gen- 
tleman, which  it  would  be  unneccilary  for  him  to  go  into  at  this 

'  time*  One  propofition,  however,  was  fo  plain,  that  he  need  not 
have  laboured  much  to  cdabliih  it,  which  was,  that  if  the  bargain 
for  the  loan  was  an  improvident  one  for  the  public,  it  moft  have 
been  highly  improper,  on  account  of  the  additional  burden  of  the 
debt.  This  was  a  felf-evident  proportion,  and  therefore  he  fhould 
not  endeavour  to  refute  it.  But  the  quedion  was,  whether  the 
bargain  at  the  time,  and  under  all  the  circumdances  in  whidi  he 
made  it,  was  an  improvident  bergain?  If.  it  could  be  made  out 
that  he  could  at  that  tirne,  under  all  the  drcumdanoes,  make  a 
better  bat^gain  for  the  public,  he  mud  fubmit  to  the  ctnfure  that 
ought  to  follow.  Such  a  meafure  ought  not  to  be  defended.  If 
he  had  occadoned  the  lofs  of  two  millions  to  the  public  by  that 
bai^in,  no  man  living  would  deny  that  he  had  made  a  very  bad 
bargain  ;  but  the  degree  of  mifcondu^l  to  be  imputed  to  him  was 
not  to  be  governed  by  the  fum  which  the  contractors  might  now 
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gain  by  the  loan,  it  was  to  be  judged  of  from  the  confidcration  of 
circumftances  antecedent  to  the  prcfent  period.     And  here  he  miift 
beg  leave  to  take  notice  of  the  general  way  in  which  gentlemen  had 
chofen  to  ftatc  this  queftion.     They  ftated  a  lofs  of  two  millions  to 
the  public,  becaufc  they  faid  there  was  that  profit  to  the  fubfcribers. 
By  this  mode  of  treating. the  fubjcft,  there  was  no  allowance  what- 
ever to  be  made  for  any  profit  to  the  fubfcribers,  but  all  that  they 
had  reafon  to  contemplate  as  their  gain  at  the  time  of  making  the 
bargain,  and  all  that  from  various  fuccefles  abroad,  they  had  gained 
fince,  was  to  be  taken  af  fo  much  loft  to  the  public ;  at  the  moment 
of  contrafting  for  the  loan,  they  confidcred  the  whole  fum,  which 
from  a  concurrence  of  fortunate  events  had  ultimately  come  to  the 
fubfcribers,  as  (bmuch  money  aftually  thrown  away  with  regard  to 
the  public.     This  was  proceeding  upon  a  mode  of  calculation  that 
was  inconfiftent  with  common  fenfe.     The  utmoft  lofs  to  the 
public,  that  could  poflTibly  in  faimefs  be  ftated,  was  the  a6lual  dif- 
ference between  the  terms  that  might  have  been  had,  and  thofe 
which  he  concluded  upon  at  the  time  the  bai^ain  was  made.  Gen* 
tiemen  had  (hted  the  fubjcfl-  as  if  whatever  were  the  advantages  of 
intereft,  of  difcount,  or  bonus,  upon  this  loan,  that  the  whole  had 
been  thrown  away  by  him,  in  not  opening  a  negociation  with  Mr. 
Mor]^n.     What  did  this  fort  of  ftatement  affume  ?     Why  tfiat 
in  the  other  way  of  making  this  bargain  it  would  have  been  with- 
out any  b6nus  at  all.     In  other  loans  fubfcribers  had  been  allowed 
to  have  five  per  cent. ;  but  the  way  in  which  this  was  to  be  ftated 
the  whole  profit  to  the  fubfcribers  was  to  be  confidered  as  lofs  to  the 
public.     Gentlemen  took  pains  to  afferf,  that  Mr.  Morgan  came  to 
him  to  make  offers,  and  that  he  was  to  difcufs  the  preliminaries  of 
an  agreement.     Gefttlcmen  did  not  advert  to  the  circumftance  that 
Mr.  Morgan  knew  nothing  with  regard  to  an  Imperial  loan,  nor 
the  ftate  of  the  navy  debt.     Gentlemen  faid  Mr.  Moi^gan  knew  the 
funds  in  which  the  loan  was  lo  be  made.     He  did  not  doubt  it ; 
but  did  he  know  of  the  circumftances  by  which  they  rofe  fo  high, 
and  of  the  probable  rife  of  them  at  that  time  ?    It  was  ftated  that 
Mr.  Morgan  thought  there  might  be  an  Imperial  loan  of  three  mil- 
lions.    He  granted  that  Mr.  Morgan  might  think  fo  ;  but  did  that 
prove,  that  whether  there  was  a  referve  made,  or  was  not  made^ 
that  it  would  have  had  no  influence  on  Mr.  Morgan's  terms  ?  and 
ftill  farther.  Whether  the  funding  of  five  millions  of  navy  debt 
would  not  have  had  fome  efFed  on  the  terms  df  Mr.  Morgan  ?  On 
thefe  points  Mr.  Morgan  had  received  no  intimation  from   him. 
But  let  him  fuppofc^  that  the  terms  of  Mr.  Morgan,  as  they  tad  been 
fince  ftated,  had  been  agreed  to  ;  this  would  not  amount  to  any  • 

5F  ^ 
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thing  like  a  full  compeniation  of  the  lofs  which  was  now  flMed  to 
be  fuftained  by  the  public.     After  the  meflage  had  been  broii^ht 
forward,  and  a  variety  of  other  circumfbnces  had  happened,  both  in 
the  internal  iituation  of  this  country,  and  in  tiie  ftate  of  Europe, 
which  were  not  then  known  by  theni  or  by  him,  what   wa&  then 
the  offer  on  the  part  of  thefe  gentlemen  who  now  candemned  him 
{a  violently  ?  Did  they  then  talk  of  ten  or  twelve  per  cent.  ?    Vo! 
the  offer  was  only  two  (hillings  upon  the  Long  Annuities.    He  left 
it  to  the  Houfe  to  fay,  whether  thefe  gentlemea  oug^  to  fay,  that 
on  the  part  of  thp  public  the  lofs,  by  bis  baxgain,  was  ib  laige  ? 
The  difference  between  the  adtual  premium  and  the  fair  terms 
which  the  public  ought  to  expert  at  that  time,  was  now  to  be  con- 
fiidered,  and  the  queftion  would  be,  whether  the  preonium  nfe  out 
'of  all  the  circumflanoes  that  were  in  contemplation  at  the  time  of 
making  the  bargain,  or  was  the  effe£t  of  circumftances  which  could 
not  then  be  forefeen  ?     The  whole  cScSt  of  this  loan,  he  would 
maintain,  had  tended  to  prove,  that  the  iituation  of  the  country,  in 
point  of  credit,  was  better  than  it  had  been  at  the  time  of  fivmcr 
loans.     He  admitted,  that  the  profit  to  the  fuUcribers  of  this  loan 
would  have  been  a  profit  improperly  given  to  them,  if  all  die  ctnnim- 
fiances  which  have  lince  happened  had  been  forefeen^  not  ib  if  they 
were  fuch  as  could  not  be  forefeen.  At  all  events  it  piorcd  that  the 
credit  of  the  country  was  very  high ;  for  it  proved,  diat  in  the 
fourth  year  of  the  war  we  could  raife  ei^teen  milUoas.  of  money 
without  the  leaft  difficulty ;  nay,   monied  men  were  contending 
who  ftiould  fubfcribe  it.     This  was  what  no  man  could  controvert. 
He  ihould.iay  nothing  now  as  to  an  unqualified  pomipetition  in  the 
bidding,  except  that  he  was  forry  he  could  not  avail  himlelf  of  it ; 
bur  he  fliould  maintain  that  th^  terms  were  reafonablc  at  die  tiioe 
the  bargain  was  made,  conlidcring  all  the  ctrcumffainces.     Here  he 
entered  into  fome  calculations  on  the  price  of  ftock  at  die  time  of 
makkig  the  loan,  and  maintained  that  it  was  rcafonahle  for  him  at 
that  time  to  conjed^ure  that  the  bringing  eighteen  miUions  to  the 
market  would  have  an  effeifl  to  the  amount  of  two  per  cent,  upoa 
the  price  of  ftock.     Upon  this  he  would  defire.the  Houic  to  inquire 
whether,  as  the  cafe  had  been  left  to  himfelf  to  determine  as  to  the 
terms,  whether  he  had  not  made  that  fort  ^  bai^gaMn  which  the 
piublic  ought  to  be  willing  to  accede  to,  as  honourable  between  thcxn 
and  the  fubfcribers  to  this  loan  i     It  was  true,  that  amongft  die 
ciiufes  of  the  prefent  pr^nium  to  the  fubfcribers  was  the  mc&ge 
from  His  Majefty,  which  was  brought  to  that  Houfe  on  the  day  df 
the  report  of  thq  Committee  of  ways  and  means.     Much  had  been 
£ud  on  Che  pn^riety  of  that  communicationp     Some  gentkaxea 
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had  flated  it  to  have  oome  too  Ibon  after  the  loan.  Thqra  n^afl^ 
liowcvci^  a  difFerence  as  to  the  nvay  in  i«hich  g^eokfiv  took  up 
this  matter.  Some  fiated  it  as  criminal  ia  his  Majefly's  Miniftets 
to  have  broug^  it  forward  fo  foon  after  the  tranfa£)jan  of  the  Umh 
asd  diat  it  was  intended  to  convey  an  idea  that  we  had  the  proTpcft 
of  an  immediate  pea^cc ;  others  (hted  it  as  a  mattei  of  d«luiion  ui 
that  refped,  for  that  we  were  no  nearer  peace  than  if  no  (uch  com* 
munication  bad  oome.  One  gentleman  had  gone  ib  far  on  a  for* 
iner  night  as  to  fay  that  his  hopes  were  damped  by  it  wid^  iqg^id 
to  peace.  He  diought  the  meflagp  was  as  mu/ch  exaggerated  on 
the  one  hand  aa  it  was  deprelTed  upon  the  other.  It  was  a  fonaai 
decbration  on  the  past  of  the  CroWn  of  thofe  fentiments  whieh 
His  MajeAf  bad  communicated  to  Parliament  oa  the  firft  day  of  tbc 
ieffion^  and  it  was  a  fjpecific  event  arifing  out  of  the  fimtiments  ocnw 
veyed  from  the  Throne  on  the  opening  the  feifion.  The  folt 
qiieftion,  therefore]  now  was,  wbethex;  there  was  any  criimivUif|r  lo 
His  Majcfty's  Minifters  in  bringing  it  forward  at  tl)e  moment  tfaey 
advifed  His  Majefty  to  make  that  communication  ^  When  thai 
was  determioedt  die  next  queftion  was,  whether  he  forelawy  or  oi^^ 
to  have  forefeen,  the  crilis  that  had  taken  place.  Whether  he  oi^H 
to  have  forefeen,  he .  muft  leave  to*  others.  But  whether  he  dU 
fbre(ee  could  oidy  be  known  to  himfelf,  the  events  that  had  hap-r 
pened  ilnce  the  loan  was  made,  and  he.  was  perfodUy  ready  to  declara 
that  many  events  had  happened  that  were  not  in  his  coQteo^ladoa 
when  he  made  the  bai^gain  for  the  loan.  The  material  fadts  whidk 
bad  fuch  e&Si  on  the  baigain,  were  very  coniiderably  fubfequenlv 
But  when  gentlemen  talked  widi  contempt  of  the  experience  oi  n 
month  in  fonniiig  his  opinion  of  the  Gavemnseat  of  Francc»  ho 
muft  remind  them  that  the  proportion  of  tiqne  made  but  a  fmaU 
part  of  the  effedl  which  he  expe£ted  to  be  produced  oil  the  afiaMra 
of  Europe ;  for  he  confidered  not  the  ftability  of  the  Gover^Rixient 
of  France,  nor  the  weakne&  of  its  reloMrces  merely,  wbicli  were  ib 
rapidly  decaying,  but  he  alio  confidered  the  difpofition  of  the  people 
there,  and  the  late  prodigious,  and  almoft  incredible  exertions  of  the 
Auftrian  arms>  and  the  rapid  change  that  had  been  brought  about  ia 
the  fituation  of  Europe.  Taking  aU  theie  circumfiances  into  con* 
iideration,  he  would  fay  that  the  ijpace  of  one  week  might  have  a 
tenfold  operation  compared  to  former  periods.  He  knew  it  was 
difficult  to  fpeak  out  upon  fuch  a  fubje^  and  to  k^  within  the 
lixnits  of  parliamentary  language;  but  if  a  declaiation  of  thi#  foit 
was  neceflary  at  any  time^  it  was  neceilary  now,  and  he  thou^t  the 
mefTage  from  the  Throne  an  explanation  of  die  didrine  which  had 
^n  held  to  ParJ^ment  from  His  Majefly  at  the  opening  of  the 
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lellion ;  and  he  had  great  fattsfadtion  that  this  parliaincntiy  ifcp 
bad  been  taken  on  thefubje^l  of  peace,  becaufe  he  thought  that  fuch 
a  meflagc  fhould  come  from  Government,  and  he  thought  it  impor- 
tant it  ftiould  come  at  the  time  it  did,  Thefc  were  the  drcum- 
ftances  of  the  meflage.  How  fiar  it  influenced  the  price  of  ftock  he 
Aould  not  attempt  to  determine.  But  as  to  its  convey!  r^  a  prof- 
pe ft  of  an  immediate  peace,  he  could  by,  no  means  admit.  The 
meflagc  ftated  nothing  of  that  nature ;  the  mode,  the  time,  and  the 
terms  of  ncgociating,  were  as  much  in  His  Majcfty's  option,  as  if 
(fais  meflage  had  not  been  fent  to  Parliament.  That  from  general 
feeling,  the  haOy  opinion  of  an  immediate  peace  fiiould  hare  had 
IbmeefFeft,  be  was  ready  to  admit ;  he  wouM  admit  alfo,  that  fuch 
on  idea  could  not  prevail  for  any  length  of  time,  nor  did  he  believe 
it  would,  for  it  was  going  beyond  what  the  real  fenfe  of  the  mci&tgc 
would  bear.  ■  He  would  admit  alfo,  that  nothir^  could  be  ib  unwife 
as  making  a  temporary  rife  of  ftock,  to  bring  on  or  to  fupport  terms 
that  were  iriconiiftent  with  the  folid  ftate  of  the  country.  But  be- 
fore this  conftruftion  could  be  put  upon  the  meilage,  gentlemen 
muft  go  beyond  the  nature  of  the  melTagc  itfelf.  He  did  not  indeed 
believe  that  the  meflagc  had  the  cfltft  which  feme  gentlemen 
Hfcribed  to  it.  The  rife  in  our  funds  depended  on  the  progrefs  of 
tht  Aufirian  arms,  and  the  difference  which  had  taken  place  in  the 
relative  fituation  of  Europe,  on  the  increafing  diftrcfs  of  the  enemy 
from  the  almoft  exhaufted  ftate  of  their  refources,  and  the  great 
change  in  the  difpofitions  of  the  people.  He  thought  it  neceflary 
to  fay  thus  much  on  the  conftruftion  which  had  been  put  on  die 
meflfagc  from  His  Majcfty.  Having  made  thefe  general  obferva- 
tions,  he  fhould  not  detain  the  Houfe  any  longer.  He  agreed  to  die 
motion,  and  thanked  the  honourable  gentleman  for  brii^i^  if 
forward. 

Mr.  FOX,  after  having  (hortly  adverted  to  the  terms  of  die  fean, 
fald,  that  he  had  a  very  few  words  to  ftate  with  refpoft  to  the 
meflfage.  The  right  honourable  gentleman  cither  muft  have  known, 
^r  at  leaft  ought  to  have  known,  thirteen  days  before,  that  it  was 
probable  fuch  a  meflage  would  be  delivered,  particularly  when  he 
ftatcd  that  every  week  was  of  the  utmoft  importance,  and  likely  to 
Reduce  fome  event  that  might  have  a  conflderable  influence  on  the 
future  afpeft  of  affairs.  The  right  honourable  gentleman  faid, 
that  the  meflage  did  no  more  than  this :  it  ftated  the  difpofldon  on 
the  part  of  His  Majcfty  to  meet  propofitions  for  peace  from  the 
enemy,  keeping  at  the  fame  time  the  tSnc  and  terms  to  himfelf. 
Could  the  Miniftcr  poflTibly  be  ignorant  on  the  25th  of  November 
o^  an  intention  to  fend  fuch  a  meflagc  ?  How  did  this  faft 
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_  fpond  with  the  hypocritical  opimon  delivered  on  the  29th  of 
October,  in.  the  fpeecb  of  Hi^s  Majefty,  ana  repeated  by  the  right 
Iionourabk  gentleman,  thatfudi  a  crifis  was  approaching  in  France^ 
SLS  would,  in  all  probability,  bring  forward  the  queilion  of  negocia- 
tion  in  a  (hape  in  which  it,  might  be  met  by  this  country  ?  In  this 
lituation  it  might  naturally  have  been  expeded,  that  the  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman  Ihould  have  adopted  a  condudt  different  from 
that  which  he  had  purfued,  either  that  he  (hould  have  fooner  brought 
forward  the  nieiTage,  or  that  he  fhould  have  deferred  the  loan  till 
after  the  period  of  the  mcffage..    It  had  been  flated,  that  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  thought  proper  to  bring  forward  the  mef&ge 
before   any   individual    Member  agitated  the  queftion  'of  peace. 
That  being  the  cafe,  he  (hould  have  conceived  that  the  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman  mud  have  been  apprifed,  from  a  confideratian 
of  all  •  the  circumfhnces,  that  it  might  be  his  duty  to  fubmit  ai 
ineffagc  of  this  fort  to  His  Majefty,     But  the  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman afked,  was  he  aware,  that  in  talking  of  the  ef!td^s  produced 
upon  the  docks,  no  part  of  the  advantages  accruing  to  the  fubfcribers 
to  the  loan,  ought  jto  be  attributed  to  the  victories  of  the  Auftrains, 
and  the  diftrcfs  of  the  French  r  Both  of  thofe,  he  muft  remark,  had 
been  afcextained,  previous  to  the  period  of  the  25  of  November,  on . 
which  the  loan  had  been  concluded,  to  the  utmoA  extent,  to  which 
they  could  be  fuppofed  to  have  had  any  (hare  in  producing  an  eSeA 
upon  the  public  mind.     They  had  been  found  to  have  little  influ- 
ence in  comparifonof  the  melTage,  which  had  produced  fo  rapid  and 
material  a  rife  on  the  price  of  (tocks.     When  he  faw  that  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  holding  fuch  an  opinion,  with  refpe^l  to  die 
profpeft  of  ncgociation,  from  the  29th  of  Oftober,  and  confequentlj 
in  the  fituation  of  adviiing  His  Majefty  to  bring  forward  fomefudi 
meffage,  as  had  lately  been  prefcnted  to  that  Houfe,  what  mufi  he 
think  of  his  fubfequent  conduct  ?    He  found,  tliat  inftead  of  af30e- 
lerating  the  meiTage,  he  had  kept  it  back  ;  indead  of  deferriiig  to 
loan,  he  had  (hewn  a  drong  and  unprecedented  defire  to  hurry  it  for- 
ward, when  for  the  fake  of  the  public  advantage,  it  was  expedient 
to  delay  it  to  the  lad  moment.     When,  in  anfwer  to  all  this,  it 
was  urged,  that  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  no  peribnal  ad- 
vantage in  the  tranfa(5lion,  when  he  faw  him  in  his  public  condiift 
purfuing  that  method  which  was  bed  calculated  for  the  pufpofe  of 
corruption,  he  mud  own  that  he  was  not  much  difpofed  to  lideh  to 
fuch  an  argument.     Long  before  the  meffage  had  been  brought 
forwarjd,  he  had  augured,  from  the  light  manner  in  which  the  ri^ 
honourable  gentleman  had  treated  the  complaint  with  refpe£t  to  ibc 
treatment  of  Meflrs.  Morgan  and  Mellifh,  that  the  bargain  had  not 
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beefi  -eonclttded  advantageouily  for  the  public.  Mn  Fox  remaxked, 
fliase  die  Conmitttce  which  had  7U>w  been  agreed  to,  woidd  be  of 
liti'le  codRrquence,  unlcfs  the  inveftigation  was  Condaded  in  an  open 
sAid  iiur  manner,  and  evidence  was  permitted  to  be  examined.  What 
wsfs  chiefly  of  importance  to  afcertain,  was  the  reafon  that  had  in> 
doced  the  right  honourable  gentleman  to  give  a  preference  in  the 
prefent  inftanee  to  Meflrs.  Boyd  and  Co.  which  muft  always  be 
prejtr^icial  to  the  public,  and  in  proportion  as  it  narrowed  competi- 
tion, and  prevented  bidders  from  coming  forward,  detrimental  with 
fe^edto  every  future  loan.  As  to  what  the  right  honocirable  gen- 
fienram  had  aflcrted  with  refpeA  to  the  principle  of  inquiry,  he  muft 
enter  his  proteft  againft  the  mode  of  reafoning  on  that  febjcd, 
tMdiliad  been  adopted  during  die  prefent  Adminiftration.  What* 
fever  laiSh  were  aflerted  on  one  fide,  and  proof  was  chSUcnged,  and 
fiide  ifatAs  Wcte  only  contradiAed  by  affeition  on  the  other  fide,  he 
muft  oonfcfs  that  the  bent  of  his  mind  would  always  induce  him  to 
fuppoTe  diat  truth  was  to  be  found  ill  that  quarter  where  inquiry  had 
been  demanded,  and  was  renifed. 

Mr.  SMITH  explained.  He  faid,  when  the  loan  came  out. 
One  premium  remained  at  fix  or  five  and  half  per  cent,  at  wiuch  it 
iiematncd  till  the  meflage  was  delivered  to  the  Houfe  from  His  Ma-> 
jefly  ;  the  day  after  it  rofe  to  eleven  and  half  per  cent.  This  was 
not  a  flight  h&,  and  muft  imprefs  ftrongly  on  the  mindof  die  Houfe> 
that  it  was  not  the  viAory  of  the  Auftrains,  but  the  meflage  that  oc- 
caifioned  die  lofs  of  at  leaft  i,6o,oool.  to  the  public. 

Mr.  Secretary  DUNDAS  adverted  to  an  expreflion  which  was 
uttered  by  the  honourable  gentleman  who  fpokc  laft,  with  relped  to 
Lord  North.  He  had  ufed  on  a  former  night  a  fimilar  expreflion, 
which  induced  him  to  afk,  if  he  ferioufly  intented  to  impute  cor- 
ruption todiat  nobleman?  The  impreflion  made  by  his  woids 
created  uncafinefs,  and  he  had  no  doid)t  but  he  would  be  obliged, 
by  having  an  opportunity  of  explaining  away  any  expreflion  that 
may  rcfled  on  that  departed  nobleman,  to  whoTe  urbanity  and 
perfonal  probity,  there  was  done  who  knew  him,  but  muft  bear 
t^ftimony.  ^ 

Mr.  SMITH  profeflcd,  that  he  did  not  mean  the  flighteft  re- 
ference to  that  nobleman,  but  the  tranfadion  was  notorious  during 
his  Admmiftration,  that,  probably  through  his  agents,  a  loan  was 
made  the  medium  of  influencing  a  majority  of  the  Members  of  ths 
Houfe. 

Mr.  Secretary  DUNDAS  explained  that  he  thought  the  ho- 
iwurable  gentleman  meant  to  imply  that  Lord  North  ttfcd  the  loan 
in  the  way  of  perfonal  corruption. 

t 


Dsc.  15.3  •  DiEBATES;  J77 

>  • 

Mr.  FOX  faid  he  had  been  in  various  fituations  ^ith  the  noble 
Lx)rd  alluded  to ;  he  had  been  for  a  long  time  in  a6ls  of  publid 
hoftilitjr  againlt  him,  and  he  had  afterwards  been  in  the  habits  of 
public  and  private  friendfhip,  but  he  had  never  accufed  the  noble 
Lord  of  perfonal  corruption^  and  he  always  believed,  even  when 
hoftile  to  his  meafures,  that  he  was;  incapable  of  perfonal  corruption 
in  the  manner  alluded  to.  He  had  conftantly  found  in  him  the 
mod  perfe£t  and  complete  honour^  and  a  fpccies  of  confidence 
wlikh  defervcd  the  higheft  praife. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  obferved,  that  perfonal  corruption  never  had 
been  uiiged  againd  the  noble  Lord,  though  it  had  Mways  been 
undcrftood  that  he  made  the  loans  the  means  of  influencing  a  ma- 
jority. This  was  a  parliamentry  accufation  againd  him  \  and  it 
had  not  only  been  urged  but  proved.  If  the  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman difputed  this  affertion,  he  would  refer  him  to  the  journals^' 
where  be  would  find,  that  a  Committee  of  inquiry  had  been  ap- 
pointed ;  that  the  lifts  of  the  fubfcribcrs  to  the  loan  were  produced 
and  examined  ;  and  that  it  was  proved  that  the  loan  ha4  been  dealt 
and  fold  out  to  members  of. parliament.  The  right  honourable 
gentleman  took  fire  at  the  imputation  on  the  noble  Lord  ;  but  he  - 
rather  attributed  his  zeal  to  his  folicitude  left  an  inference  (hould  be  . 
drawn  from  thecondud  of  that  noble  Ix)rd  as  an  infinuation  againft 
the  prefent  Minifters.  It  had  been  the  uniform  pradice  of  the 
Houfe,  indeed,  to  acquit  the  right  honourable  gentlemen  oppofite 
of  perfonal  corruption  in  the  negotiation  of  this  loan ;  but  he  knew 
no  reafon  why  he  was  to  do  fo,  nor  why  he  was  to  affume  that  he 
was  not  liable  to  as  foul  an  imputation  for  the  foul  diftribution  of  the 
prefent  loan,  as  the  noble  Lord  was  for  that  foul  loan  which  he 
took  fire  at.  They  arc  two  diftind  things,  to  fay  that  the  Minifter 
has  no  part  of  the  bonus  himfelf,  and  to  fay  that  he  has  not  con- 
trived to  make  a  diftribution  to  others.  He  knew  diat  in  17834 
when  he  was  Secretary  of  the  Trcafury,  that  Lord  John  Cavendifli 
put  out  the  loan  into  the  hands  of  his  enemies,  inftead  of  his  friends^ 
becaufe  he  was  determined^ to  adi  upon  the  pureft  principles,  by 
which  means  he  was  difappoipted  in  his  inftalments,  and  made  a 
bad  loan  for  the  public^  and  a  charge  was  neverthelefs  brought  againft 
faim,  infinuating  that  he  haH  been  governed  by  corrupt  motives* 
Mr.  Sheridan  faid,  when  he  faw  the  loan  now  made  replete  with 
falfchood,  trick  and  contrivance,  he  knew  no  realbn  why  he  was 
not  to  fufpe£t  the  Minifters  of  having  acted  improperly.  He  hoped 
that  the  inquiry  was  not  to  be  made  by  an  upftairs  Committee,  or 
a  Committee  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman's  own  fele^iicn  ; 
but  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe,  and  he  thought  it  would  not 
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be  a  free  inquiry,  if  it  wete  othem^ife ;  for  if  any  managemcm  or 
fclef^ion  were  made,  he  could  not  think  the  right  hocxHirabk  gen- 
tleman really  ferious  in  his  declarations.     He  wi(hed  to  follow  up 
the  precedent  of  that  loan  which  had  been  alluded  to  under  the 
Adminiftration  of  Lord  North,  whom  he  owned  lie  could  not  cson- 
fider  as  a  model  of  perfeA  purity,  though  he  acknowledged  his  good 
humour,  urbanity,  and  private  worth.     In  the  lifl:  produced  on  that 
occafion  the  bankers  were  the  firft  fubfcrtbers,  as  now ;  thoqg^  the 
noble  Lord  in  the  blue  ribband,  as  Mr.  Pitt  onthcprcfentoccaiion 
had  done,  profefled  that  he  knew  nothing  of  the  diAribution.     After 
them  came  a  variety  of  fubaltem  agents ;  and  he  afked  whether  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  could  not  look  around  him  and  point 
out  who  were  the  fubaltem  agents  in  the  prcfent  loan  r      He  inufl 
tiiink  them  children,  if  he  pretended  to  the  contrar)'.     There  were 
many  who  had  xo,ooo1.  (hares  each  with  cent,  per  cent,  profit; 
and  if  he  dlmed  it,  his  poltrical  tutor  would  tell  him  it  was  trHIlng 
with  the  Houfe.     He  hopt-d,  therefore,  that  a  motion  would  be 
made,  firft  for  the  lift  of  the  Contradtors,  and  then  for  the  fubordi- 
nate  lifts  of  the  bankers  ;  here  he  begged  leave  to  ftatc  fomc  h&% 
as  he  received  them,  from  rumour,  though  he  believed  them  to 
have  been  raifed  upon  a  fure   foundation.      The  Lord  Mayor, 
whom  he  was  happy  to  fee  in  his  place,  that  if  the  ftatemcnt  was 
falfe  he  might  contradid  it,  was  faid  to  have  two  millions  of  the 
loan.     Now  it  was  to  be  remarked  that  his  LordOiip  had  fonncily 
admitted  the  aftembly  of  his  conftituents  in  the  common  haU  of  the 
city  of  London  to  be  fair  and  legal,  and  that  he  undcrflood  from 
the  fenfe  of  the  majorit}',  that  his  Lordftiip  promifed  to  apfofc  the 
bills ;  but,  when  the  fubfcqucnt  meeting  of  the  bankers  and  loan- 
mongers  was  held,  his  Lordihip  retra£lcd  his  ifbrmer  opimon,  and 
thought  that  this  meeting  of  the  bankers  was  the  criterion  tor  him 
to  go  by.     On  thefe  grounds  he  thought  that  he  had  a  right  to 
faften  a  fufpicion  6n  the  diftribution  of  the  loan.    He  conceived  diat 
much  irrelevant  matter  had  been  introduced  in  the  courfe  of  thed^ 
cuflion ;  but  obferved  that  ic  was  not  a  light  matter  for  the  Houfe 
fimply  to  confider  whether  the  right  honourable  gentleman  did  or  did 
not  know,  on  the  25  th  of  Novfcmber,  whether  the  French  were  al- 
ready in  the  poflciTion  of  that  order  of  things,  or  in  the  courfe  of 
obtaining  that  order  of  things,  which  could  juftify  a  negociation  for 
peace  r  Could  any  human  being  in  the  (hape  of  a  politician,  or 
with  the  name  of  a  fiatefman,  and  holding  his  head  up  as  the  ruler 
of  a  kingdom,  folcnmly  affirm  that  he  did  not  know  that  circum- 
ftance  ? 

Now  was  it  afferted  that  the  rapid  decay  of  the  finances  of  France 
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and  the  victories  of  the  Auiftrians  had  produced  the  rife  of  Aock, 
jrety  at  the  opening  of  the  budget,  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
declared  that  the  French  ^crc  not  only  on  the  verge,  but  in  the  very 
gulph  of  bankruptcy^  and  thds,  by  finking  "  lo;wer  than  the  lowcfl 
deep"  he  loft  himfclf.    ,  This  argument  was  confequcntly  againft 
himfelf  vfor  while  he  pretended  that  France  was  on  the  eve  of  a  re? 
volution,  he  came  forward  with  another  propofitlon,  that  the  order 
of  things  in  that  country  was  favourable  for  a  treaty — If  he  had 
heard  fuch  drivelling  nonfenfe  in  any  one  of  the  fixpenny  focieties 
which  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  abolifticd,  he  (hould  have 
treated  it  as  the  inconfiftency  of  one  of  the  vulgareft  and  moft  con- 
fufed  minds.     The  right  honourable  gentleman  had  taken  care  to 
win  away  the  deliberation  of  the  Houfe  from  a  fair  examination  of 
the  cafe,  by  his  two  and  fixpenny  and  three  and  fourpenny  fchemes, 
which,  as  ufual,  he  rendered  as  complicated  as  pofliblc,    Mr.  She- 
ridan therefore  begged  leave  to  recal  the  attention  of  the  Houfe  to 
the  main  aigument,  by  afking  whether  it  was  a  fa£t,  after  having 
waged  war  and  earried  it  on  for  four  years,  to  cftabli(h  a  certain 
form  of  government  in  France,  and  where  of  courfc  it  muft  be  in- 
ferred thatMinifters  conftantly  watched  every  change,  that  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  had  not  made  fome  eft i  mate  on  the  probable 
duration  of  the  prcfcnt  government  when  he  bargained  for  the  loan? 
One  might  have  fuppofed  from  his  declarations  that  the  prefent  coun- 
cil of  five  hundred  did  not  eledl  themfclves,  and  that  four  out  of 
the  five  members  of  the  council  of  antients  had  not  imbrued  their 
hands  in  the  blood  of  their  Sovereign.  Yet  the  rcverfe  was  the  fa<ft. 
Adverting  to  that  fituation,  therefore,  which  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  had  fo  long  and  fo  unfortunately,  held,  the  Houfe  was 
firft  to  determine  whether  he  could  not,  and  ought  not  to,  have  bar- 
gained better  for  the  public  by  accelerating  His  Majcfty's  meflTagc, 
or  by  poftponing  the  loan,  and  getting  a  vote  of  credit  for  two  mil- 
lions ?  He  thought  there  was  a  'Variety  of  matters  connedled  with  it, 
fuch  as  related  to  Mr.  Morgan,  &c.  all  important  in  themfelves, 
but  comparatively  little  to  this  confideration  ;  and  unlefs  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  could  acquit  himfelf  of  the  imputation,  he 
thought  there  were  grounds  for  a  ferious  fufpicion,  that  if  he  was 
not  guilty  himfelf  of  perfonal  corruption,   that  he  had  at  leaft, 
through  the  means  of  particular  agents,  ufcd  one  of  the  moft  perni- 
cious fpecies  of  bribes  that  ever  was  rcforted  to  in  the  moft  corrupt 
of  governments. 

Mr.  Secretary  DUND AS  in  reply,  faid,  that  every  word  he  had 
dttored,  was  mifreprefented  by  the  honourable  gentleman,  who  in  a 
flrain  of  invedttve  and  fcurrility— 

SGa 
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Mr.  COURTENAY  called  Mr^  Dundas  to  order,  who  in  :ip- 
braiding  the  honourable  gcutlcman  with  invcftive,  commenced  us 
fpeech  himfelf  with  fcurrility. 

Mr.  DUJ^DAS  obfervcd,  that  the  laft  honourable  gentleman 
would  not  have  aflcd  lefs  confidently,  had  he  on  the  {ame  principl* 
called  his  honourable  friend  (Mr.  Sheridan)  to  order.  He  (aid,  h: 
merely  rofe  up  to  advert  to  the  cxprcffion  of  an  honourable  gcnrlc- 
man  (Mr.  Smith)  upon  the  approved  and  acknowledged  f)'iicm  c/t 
corruption  during  the  adminirtration  of  Lord  North. 

The  LORD  MAYOR  ftatcd  the  particulars  of  the  procccdiro 
of  the  Common  Hall,  where  a  majority'of  3000  out  of  8000  of 
his  conftituebts  came  to  certain  refolutions.  He  acknowledged  rha: 
the  majority  of  that  meeting  was  in  favour  of  thofe  refolutions,  a-^.i 
faid  that,  if  the  majority  of  his  conftituents  altog^her  were  of  tit: 
fame  opinion,  he  (hould  feel  it  his  dut)»  to  diredl  liimfdf  by  it ;  bjt 
he  never  could  be  fo  dull  as  to  conceive  tl\at  2000  out  of  30c 0, 
which  he  reckoned  as  the  majority  of  tliofe  wlio  oppofed  the  bills  at 
the  Common  Hall,  was  the  majority  of  his  conftituents.  Now, 
in  refpccft  to  the  meeting  of  the  bankers,  &c.  he  did  believe,  that 
the  fcnfe  of  the  majority  of  his  conftituents  was  cxpreffed  by  them; 
and  he  declared  in  the  prefcnce  of  God  and  that  auguft  afiembly, 
that  he  knew  nothing  of  the  loan  till  that  honeft  fellow,  his  hair- 
drcfler— told  him  in  the  morning  of  the  circumftance.  From  him 
he  was  glad  to  find  that  it  was  the  cafe,  and  that  the  Hixife  wirh 
which  he  was  conncftcd  got  2,500,000!.  of  the  loan.  There  were 
250  names  fubfcribed  to  the  fum,  among  which  there  were  only 
three  Members  of  Parliament.  He  did  not  fee  why  they  or  he 
lliould  be  corrupted' by  the  circumftanCe,  as  he  thought  that  ever}* 
man  who  had  money,  fliould  take  it  into  the  market,  and  make  tiic 
beft  bargahi  he  C(>uld. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  explained.  He  faid,  he  certainly  mi  ft  ook 
in  his  ftatcment;  for  the  honourable  gentleman  had  fet  him  right  by 
aifcrting,  that  his  friends  ha«1,  inftcadof  2, 00 0,0 col.,  2,500,000!. 
in  the  loan.  *    ^ 

Mr.  S.  DOUGLAS  faid,  he  rofe  in  confequencc  of  the  affer- 
tion  wliich  the  honourable  gentlemanj  who  had  opened  the  debate, 
had  thought  fit  to  maV.e  ;  that,  in  the  cafe  of  one  of  Lord  NcKth  s 
loans,  corruption  had  not  only  been  alledged,  but  proved  and 
acknowledged.  He  muft  beg  leave  to  give  this  aflertion  the  flattcit 
and  moft  dirciSl  contradiction.  If  the  honourable  gentleman  could 
fuggcft  any  parliamentary  method,  by  which  an  inquiry  inio  the 
facl  could  be  inftitutcd,  he  defied  him  to  the  proof:  tfie  whole  tenor 
of  the  noble  perfon's  life  and  cliaradler  belied  fo  fool'^an  afperiian. 


It  v^idd^e  l);died»  he  was  cci^a,  1^  die  unUed  teftknony  of  all 
thofe  who  h^  h^  die  hap{u»e&  to  know  him.  If  cbehonouiaUe 
geAtleman  ever  had  had  that  g^od  fcvtunei  his  own  heart  would 
have  depo&d  agalnft  what  he  had  ventured  le  advtance.  A  right 
^nounible  gentleman  had  given  the  fuHed  and  moCx  unqualified 
tcOimony  of  the  integrity  and  ftrid  honour  of  the  nobje  Lord,  which 
he  had  declared  hehadexpciienocd  anifbrmly  through  a  long  period 
of  years,  bodi  when  in  friendflup,  and  when  at  political  enmity 
with  him  \  a  tcftimony  which  did  as  much  honour  to  that  rigfc^ 
honourable  gentleman's  heart,  as  to  the  memory  of  his  deceafcd 
friend  ;  and  which  was  nothing  more  rhan  what  was  to  have  becrt 
expciScd  from  that  warmth  of  uenerofity  of  nature,  for  which,  Mr. . 
Douglas  faid,  he  had  lo^g  admire^j  the  right  honoupble  geetleman 
fiill  more,  than  for  his  bright  and  tranfcendent.abiliti^,  Hef^d, 
he  owned  he  had  bcen^a  little  dlfappointed  in  hearing  a  morefcaaly; 
^nd,  as  it  ftruck  him,  rcluftant  tcAimony,  concerning  cbe  noUc 
Lord,  from  another  quarter.  He  had  imagined  that  honourable 
gentleman  alfo  would  have  wKhed  to  be  confidercd  a  friend  to  the 
|)oble  lK>rd  ;  but  though  he  had  indeed  protefted  againft  any  im- 
peachment  of  his  perfonal  honeAyi  he  had  fpokcn  of  him  as  a  mao 
phiefly  diftinguiflhed  for  his  good  humour,  urbanity,  pdeafantry,  and 
conviviality.  For  his  part,  although  the  noble  Lord  undoubtedly 
poHefTed  thofe  agreeable  qualities  m  a  very  eminent  degree,  he  was 
perfuaded  he  would  have  confidered  it  as  an  infult  on  his  chara^Str* 
if,  when  a  charge  againdbis  integrity  and  morals  was  to  be  rep^ed, 
his  claim  to  fuch  fccondary  advantages  had  been  principally  infifted 
on  ;  cfpecially,  as  it  was  certain,  rhat  the  accomplHhments  of  witt 
humour,  and  conviviality,  had  no  neceiTary  conncdlion  with  any 
very  fuperior  pretentions  to  morality  and  virtue. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  SMITH  obferved,  that  the  honourable  gcor 
ticman  knew  it  was  impofliblc  for  him  to  go  into  a  proof  of  iiis  afler* 
tion  confidently  with  the  orders  of  the  Houfe  ;  but  faid  that  tbr 
making  Joans  a  fyftenh  of  corruption  under  Lord  North's  adminif- 
tndon  had  been  a  fubjefl  of  fuch  notoriety  as  to  be  repeatedly  wen;^ 
tioned  in  that  Houfe,  and  he  declared  that  he  (hould  carry  the  im^ 
preffion  of  it  to  his  grave. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  begged  to  be  underftood  tha^  he  confideitNl 
nothir^  .lb  unplealant  as  a  cbar^ge  on  a  perfon  who  was  not  prefent 
to  defend  himfelf.  He  never  infinuated  that  die  deceafed  noble 
Lord  was  guilty  of  perfonal  corruptkm,  though  he  might  by  fe{^rate 
arrangements  be  acciUed  of  treading  on  a  fyilem  of  corruption.  For 
die  proof  of  his  affertioos  henfcrred  to  the  Journals  of  the  Houfe ; 
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and  while  he*ackndwledged  die  noble  Lord'i  aibanity,  dedarad  that 
he  would  never  compliment  away  his  public  principles. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  SMITH'S  motion  for  a  Committee  of  In. 
quiry  upon  the  loan  was  then  put  and  carried  without  a  diviiion. 

Upon  the  motion  that  the  inquiry  bc'madc  by  a  Committee  of 
the  whole  Houfe, 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  objeded,  becaufe  it  would  oocafion  a 
total  interruption  of  public  btilinefs.  He  hardly  thought  die  honour- 
able  gentleman  would  have  preflfed  this,  (ince  he  had  eariy  ^ven 
his  oonfent  that  it  (hould  be  an  open  Coorunittoe,  and  that  all  (hoald 
have  voices  who  attend  it. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  difapproved  of  any  other  Committee  than  a 
Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe,  becaufe  it  would  defeat  inqmry. 
They  had  already  been  difcufling  the  expenditure  of  ei^teen  nul- 
lions  of  money  with  about  fix  and  thirty  members,  which  was  attbe 
rate  of  half  a  million  a  man ;'  and  if  it  was  fo  difficult  to  prcKuit 
attendance  when  the  Speaker  was  in  the  chair,  how  much  more 
difficult  muft  it  be  in  a  Committee  ?  He  knew  that  if  they  wac 
fent  to  fcramble  up  ftairsi  a  few  gendemen  in  ^e  confidence  of  the 
Miniftcr,  but  who  certainly  had  tK>  (hare  in  the  loan,  might  attend, 
though  others  would  not ;  and  thus  they  would  have  a  partial  Re- 
port. 

The  Houfe  then  divided  on  the  modon  for  a  Committee  of  die 
whole  Houfe;  Ayes,   19     Noes,  56 

While  ftrangers  were  excluded,  a  Sele£k  Committee  was  named, 
the  Committee  was  made  open,  and  all  members  to  have  voices 
who  attended  it.     Upon  our  return  into  the  gallery, 

Mr.  GREY  was  reprobating  this  mode  of  proceeding,  and  will- 
ed to  withdraw  his  same  fix>m  the  Committee,  as  he  was  relblved 
not  to  attend  it. 

The  SPEAKER  informed  him  that  the  motion  for  that  purpofe 
muft  be  made  by  another  member. 

General  TARLETON  then  moved  that  Mr.  Grey's  name  flwuld 
•be  withdrawn,  when  the  Speaker  told  him  it  would  be  better  to 
make  the  motion  to-morrow. 

Mr.  SHERIDAbf  faid  that  it  was  merely  a  Committee  of  fcrm: 
he  could  not  with  propriety  fay  a  nxxrkery,  (ince  it  had  been  appoint- 
ed by  the  Houfe,  but  he  agreed  with  his  honourable  friend,  (Mr. 
Grey)  and  (hould  wi(h  to  have  his  nanne  withdrawn. 

A  motion  was  then  made  and  agreed  to,  that  the  Committee 
have  power  to  fend  ,for  perfons,  papers,  and  records,  and  tfaitit 
ineet  at  1 2  o'clock  to-morrow  in  the  Speaker*!;  chamber. 
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Wednefday  1 6th  of  December. 

The  rqport  from  the  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe  on  the  bill 
to  pennit  bakers  to  make  and  fell  certain  forts  of  bread,  was  received. 

Mr.  FRANCIS  faid  that  the  order,  now  propofed,  gave  hint 
an  opportunity,  without   irregularity,  of  fubmitting  to  the  Houfe 
his  opinion  on  the  general  fubje£t  of  the  meafures  recommended  by 
the  Committee,  and  of  comparing  them  with  the  urgency  of  the 
cafe,  as  ftated  by  the  Reports.     With  refpcfi  to  the  jigrccmcnt, 
which  the  Committee  had  brought  forward  for  the  adoption  and  fig- 
nature   of    the   Members    of    both    Houfcs  of    Parliament,    he 
very  much  doubted  whether  he  ought  to  put  his  name  to  it  in  that 
form,  as  a  Member  of  the  Houfe  of  Comnionsp — That  the  refolutioq 
of  a  majority  of  that  Houfe  to  fign  an  agreement,  the  tendency  of 
which  was  laudable,  and  the  objeS  likely  to  be  popular,  did  not 
leave  individuals  at  perfcd  liberty  to  refufe  their  fignature,  though 
in   their  judgement  they  might   fee  fufficicnt  reafons  for  doing  fo. 
He,  who  cannot  fairly  and  o)Knly  z&  up  to  his  opinion,  without 
being  perfonally  marked  and  incurring  the  rifque  of  an  invidious 
comparifoo  and  popular  odium,  is  not  free  to  deliberate  or  fafe  in 
his  ^ecifion.     I  know  not  to  what  purpofes  fuch  a  precedent  may 
poflibly  be  applied  hereafter.     But  I  know  that  it  is  not  a  parlia« 
mcntary  proceeding,  and  that  dangerous  precedents  are  always  efla- 
bliihed  under  fayourable  circumAances.     But  though  I  have  ferious  . 
doubts  about  the  propriety  of  figiiing  the  agreement  here,  I  have 
no  doubt  at  all  of  cbntributing  my  affiftance  to  promote  the  general 
o^eft  of  it  to  the  uthioft  of  my  power,  in  the'  little  circle  in  which 
my  influence  and  example  can  be  fuppofed  to  operate.     No  man  can 
be  more  convinced  of  the  urgency  of  the  cafe,  nor  more  feriouily 
apprehenfive  of  the  didrefling  confequences  which  may  follow,  if 
meafures,  immediate  and  efS^dual,  are  not  taken  to  reftrain  the  con* 
fumptionof  wheat  within  fuch  limits,  as  may  produce  a  general^ 
and  a  material  faving  in  that  article.     Unlefs  it  be  general,  it  can- 
not be  material.     My  opinion  on  this  fubjedt,  Sir,  is  founded  on 
fome  experience  and  obfervation,  which,  in  fuch  a  cafe,  perhaps 
is  better  than  fpecul^tion.     I  do  not  pretend  to  carry  it  beyond  what 
I  have  had  an  opportunity  of  obfervii^  in  London  and  its  neighbour- 
hood.    That  fpace  however,  fuppofing  it  to  extend  np  farther  than 
to  a  circle  of  a  dozen  miles  round  the  center  of  the  metropolis,  in- 
cludes a  very  confiderable  part  of  the  whole  population  of  the  king-* 
dom  ;  and  by  that  population,  the  confumption  of  wheat  far  ex- 
ceeds the  quantity  confumed  by  equal  numbers  in  any  other  part  of 
the  country.     Of  the  fucccfs  and  effedt  of  the  propofed  agreement 
In  the  diftant  counties,  and  how  far  the  example  fet  by  the  nobility 
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and  gentry,  in  confining  thcmfclvcs'  to  bread  of  an  inferior  qualkr, 
will  operate  thcrty  and  be  followed  by  the  other  dafles  of  tbc  peo- 
ple, I  do  not  take  upon  ok:  to.judge.  Such  examples  are  pvobabl; 
more  rcfpcdled  in  the  country  th^^n  they  are  here.  Ir  London  and 
its  neighbourhood,  I  am  very  much  afraid  it  will  have  no  confide- 
rable  cfFefl,  or  rwt  a  beneficial  one- 

In  the  courfe  of  laft  fummer,  an  agreement  of  this  kind  w» 
made,  and  a  fimihr  example  given  by  fomc  of  the  Privy  Coundlf 
and  otiier  pcrfons  of  great  name  and  authority,  and  ibllowcd,  or 
attempted  -to  be  followod  by  many  others,  and  l)y  niyfclf  among 
the  reft,  in  my  own  family,  and  in  the  pariih  where  I  live,  a  few 
miles  from  town.  What  was  the  confequencc  ?  In  the  6rft  place, 
it  was  with  great  difficulty,  and  after  a  confiderable  delay,  that  we 
could  obtain  from  the  bakers,  a  fupply  of  the  fort  of  bread  recom- 
mended by  the  agreement.  They  faid  it  was  not  their  feulr,  for 
that  the  millers,  to  whom  they  are  a  good  deal  in  fubje£l]on,  would 
tiot  furnifl)  .them  with  meal  of  the  quality  required.  At  laft  wc 
got  it,  heavy  and  ill  mnde,  perhaps  for  want  of  ufe,  and  ftiU  more 
I  fufpefl  for  want  of  inclination.  Nothing  is  well  done,  if  it  be 
done  againll  the  grain.  This  bread  however  I  perfifted  to  eat  fer 
feyeral  weeks  ;  w*ith  this  hope  at  lead  that,  as  far  as  the  u(es  of  my 
own  family  went,  there  would  be  a  faving^m  the  confumption  of 
wheat.  The  confequencc  is  ^orth  your  attention.  Pcrfons  of 
great  rank  and  fortune,  whofe  fituation  does  not  permit  or  oblige 
them  to  look  into  the'  details  of  domcftic  oeconomv,  cannot  be  to 
well  informed  on  this  fubje(£t  as  I  am.  Upon  inquiry  I  found 
that,  although  there  was  a  trifling  faving  in  the  price  of  the  quartern 
loaf,  (not  more  than  a  halfpenny)  that  faving  bore  no  proportion  to 
the  excefs  in  the  quantity  confumcd.  I  found  that,  in  this  period 
of  occonomy,  there  had  been  more  bread  confumcd  or  deftroyed  in 
my  houfc,  than  at  any  other  equal  period.  Why  ?  becanfe  the 
bread  was  ill  made  and  unpleafant,  and  for  that  reafon  wafted. 
None  but  the  bcft  bread  is  foirly  eaten  in  families,  where  the  fer- 
vants  and  other  inmates  arc  numerous.  What  thev  do  not  like 
they  throw  away.  Now  obfcrvc  what  paffed  out  of  doors.  Wc 
made  a  contribution  for  the  relief  of  the  poor  in  bread  and 
The  numbers  relieved  were  confiderable,  and  in  general  they 
▼ery  well  fatisficd.  But  did  they  follow  our  example  ?  Did  they 
eat  the  fame  houfliold  bread  that  wc  did  r  No  fuch  thing.  In 
fpite  of  all  our  rcmonftranccs,  the  poor  in  my  ncighbouihood,  (and 
I  have  no  doubt  that  it  was  pretty  .much  tiiefame  in  all  the  populous 
villages  round  u^,)  would  eat  nothing  but  the  fincft  and  whiteft 
whcatcn  breads     If  one  baker  refufcd  to  fupply  them  with  it,  they 
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^v^ent  to  ^nottien  In  the  end  the  bakers,  though  thef  ganned  by  if, 
aflured  us,  that  by  our  contributions  we  were  deieating  our  own 
purpofe  ;  for  tha^  in  fa£t  they  had  never,  in  any  equal  period,  fold 
lb  much  white  bread  to  the  poor,  as  while  we  were  eating  a  coarfet 
Ibrt  ourfelves,  and  doing  every  thing  we  could  to  leflen  the  oon- 
iumption  of  wheat.  Sir,  they,  who  have  never  tried  the  experiment^ 
^rill  not  readily  believe  how  difficult  and  unavailing  it  is,  for  any 
Tnan  with  the  beft  intentions  f5r  the  public  fervice,  but  without 
power,'  to  acl  with  unwilling  inftrumenrs,  to  corKend  with  unwiHing 
millers,  unwilling  bakers,  unwilling  fervants,  and  abovb  all,  with 
an  unwilling  poor.    Do  what  you  roay  to  ferve  them,  the  latter  Very 
icidom  give  you  credit  for  your  true  motives.  They  always  fufped; 
or  pretend  to  fufped,  that  pu  do  net  ad  as  you  fay,  that  in  fa6t  you 
cat  better  bread  than  you  recommend  to  them;  nor  will  they , be- 
lieve the  contrary,    until  they  know  that  you  can  get  no  other. 
*For  all  thefe  difficulties.  Sir,  I  am  convinced  there  is  but  one  efL 
fe£lual  remedy.     To  compafs  your  ohjcft,  there  is  but  ortc  courier 
and  if  the  obje£l  be  as  important  as  it  is  ftated,  and  as  I  believe  it 
to  be,  that  courfe  muft  be  adopted  and  purfued  as  fpeedily  as  pofliblep 
%od  4t  all  events.     It  is  to  pafs  a  law,  by  which  millers  ftall  be 
compelled  to  furnt(h  the  bakers  with  meal  of  a  certain  prefcribed 
quality  and  no  other ;  and  the  bakers  n«t  to  make  any  bread,  in 
Which  the  proportion  of  wheaten  flour  (hall  exceed^  two-thirds  of 
the  whole  weight.     For  my  own  part,  I  believe,  that  if  the  poor . 
Icnew  with  certainty  that  the  r^fltaint  bore  equally  upon  every 
body,  that  all  men  were  on  a  level,  and  that  the  rich  were  not  fed 
with  better  bread  than  themfelves,  there  would  be  no  difcontent. 
They  would  all  be  fatisfied,  *and  fubmit  to  the  neceffity  of  the  cafe. 
But  if  it  were  dtherwifc,  I  fay  you  are  bound  by  prudence  and  duty 
to  meet  the  difficulty  before  it  is  infurmountablc':  (boner  or  later 
you  mud  do  it.'    In  my  mind,  you  ought  to  have  taken  this'refo- 
lution  long  ago^  -  You  miifl  make  your  option  between  two  incon< 
veniences,  or  rather  between  fome  inconvenience,  and  the  prob^ 
bility  of  a  great  calamity.     Confider  whether  it  be  worfe  that  the 
people  (hould  murmur  and  rapine  to  day,  or  run  the  rifque  of  being 
flarved  to-monow.     If  the  objeA  be  cfTential;  it  muft  be  a^seom- 
))Ii(t)ed.     I  do  not  lay  that  the  agreement  which  the  Confmittee 
fropofe  to  us  to  (ign  will  have  no  effe^^  at  all,  or  that  it  ought^not  to 
be  pibmoted.     This  and  every  other  expedient  that  can  be  devifed 
tole(rentheconfumption  of  wheat,  ought,  undoubtedly,  to-be  en- 
counged.     But  when  a  fecurity  againd  (amine  is  th6  object,  it  i^ 
not  wife,  it  is  not  fafe,  to  tru(t  to  hopes  and  probabilities,-  if  yoa 
have  certainty  in  your  power.     That  certainty  is  to  be  had  by  (uch 
VOL.XLIII.  5H 
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a  law  as  I  have  alluded  tb,  and,  in  my  (^nkm>  by  no  ochcr  rrx- 
;thod  whatever. 

Mr.  RYDER  obfcrvcdi  that  he  difTcrcd  from  the  honoaniU: 
fcatkman,  as  to  the  adoption  of  a  legal  proviHon  ;  at  IcaA,  till  gcr^ 
tlemen  faw  the  iflfue  of  a  volunury  engagement.     The  qucttiun  uf 
/'emedying  the  evils  of  fcarcity  divided  itfelf  into  two  parts. —  Fir.'r, 
how  far  we  might  be  fapplied  from  foreign  markets ;  and,  fccoruJiy, 
how  far  by  internal  arrangements  we  might  prevent  the  evil.      I: 
•then  appeared  to  him  doubtful  whether  we  might  not,  in  con* 
fcquence  df  the  bounties  offered  fb(  importation,  and  by  the  vcdun- 
tary  aflbciations  of  people  of  difUndtion,  preclude  the  necccfli^  of  a 
pofittve  law,  which,  in  fuch  cafes,  (hould  only  be  refortcd  to  when 
^1  other  escertions  failed  of  fuoccfs.     Mixed  bread  was  before  pro- 
hibited, and  now  the  bankers  were  permitted  toufc  and  fell  it.  The 
ufage  of.  this  fort  of  bread  wa$  a  good  deal  unknown  to  the  people  \ 
iind  time  fhould  be  sUlowcd  to  fee  whether  it  would  become  gowraL 
If  not,  it  might,  as  the  lad  refource,  be  enforced  by  law.     The 
.^mly  qucdion  was,  whether  a  voluntary  agreement,  or  compolfion, 
w:as  preferable,  witli  a  view  of  remedying  the  deficiency  erf"  wheat* 
He  allowy  thSU^  6a  this  queftion  there  was  a  confidcrable  difference 
of  opinion.     As  to  the  former  agreement  of  the  Privy  Council,  it 
Was  introduced  under  diiFcrciit  cirCumflances  from  the^irefent  agree* 
ment  of  the  Houfe ;  the  iignatures,  though  in  themfelve*  highl/ 
•roCpcdlable,  being  during  the  recefs  of  Parliament,  did  j|iot  come  to 
Che  Haufes  of  Parliament  in  oonfequence  of  an  inquiry  previouily 
made  \  the  former  agreement  was  to  eat  of  wl)eaten  (famdan)  brea  J, 
but  it  was  found  that  that  bread  could  not  be  nude  iit  places  where 
m\  aflizc  Was  fet ;  and  by  the  prices  fet  in  the  aflize  table,  no  baker 
could  afford  to  fell  fuch  bread.     But  the  objcdtion  of  die  bakers  to 
make  that  bread,  did  not  apply  to  the  bread  mentioned  in  the  agree* 
ment,  becaufe  the  bakers  were  to  be  allowed  to  fix  their  own  price. 
.The  former  agreement  of  the  Privy  Council  might  alfo  in  feme 
meafure  fail  of  the  deiired  efFe£t,^  iiudmuch  as  the  public  attenticn 
was  not  then  fo  much  awakened  to  a  fcnfe  of  the  necefTitjr  of  the 
meafure  ;  and  there  was  alfo  the  expedhition  of  a  plentiful  harvcil. 
Since  then,  the  diitrefs  felt  during  -the  months  of  July  and  Augu(t 
lad,  would  ferve  to  prepare  the  minds  of  die  people  with  relpcA  to 
the  expediency  of  diminifhing  the  confumption  of  wheat ;  it  was 
therefore  hoped^  that  in  jhe  prefent  inflance  the  example  of  the 
.gentlcm^.who  figned  this  agreement,  would  be  more  willin^y  fol- 
lowed by  the  poor  now,  than  on  the  former  occaflon.     Should  there 
be  a  difpofidon  in  the  confumers  to  make  a  demand  on  the  bakers 
P^mixed  bread,  there  would  not  be  found  that  difficulty  iafiipply* 


«c.  1$^) ;  DEBATES.     ^  yf^ 

ir^^hmi.     The  bakers,  who  had  been  oonverfed  wjtb>'  ifia^e,.  in- 

deody  one  referve,  provided  they  could  get  fufficient  fupplie^  froqfi 

the  millers.     On  this  point  the  honourable  gentleman  faid,  the 

CTommittee  had  inquired  of  certain  miller^  and  mcalmen^  in  whom 

^ey  foux\d  a  great  wiUingnefstp  affiil  thedefigngof  the  Houfe,.  and 

who  had  declared,  that  haviog  receive^  the  reoommendatioo  of  ^ 

Committee,  they  would  willingly  furni(h  flour,  and  any  fort  of 

^rain  that  might  be  required,  and  that  they  would  communicattt 

the  fame  to  the  bakers.     He  coitfefli:d  ths^t  the  mere  %natores  of 

members  of  the  Houfe  could  not  be  cxpe£led  to  have  the  defired 

effedl,  unle(s  the  fubfcribcrt,  by  their  individual  exertions  and  iiv 

fluenc;^,  endeavoured  to  reoommcnd  and  krg  ird  the  agreement  in 

the  feveral  pariflies  in  town  and  countiy.     ^thout  this,  he  could 

entertain  no  fanguine  hopes;  but  feeling  as  he,  and  many  other 

£>entlemen  did,  the  importance  of  the  objc<fl,  he  could  not  but  ex* 

pe^  that  every  exertion  would  be  made.     He  faid,  it  gave  him 

pleafufe  to  find,  that  one  of  the  moil  rcfpeAable  bodies  in  the  m»f . 

tropolis  had  already  adopted  a  fimilar  reiblution.     Anoth^  obje^ion 

ilated,  was,  that  we  (hould  find  a  relu6lant  and  difcontcnted  poor ; 

but  in  various  places  it  has  appeared  that  many  of  the  poor  have 

been  inclined,  fro|n  th^  ibarcity  of  wheat,  to  have  rccourfe  to  pther 

mixtyrespf  grain  ;  and  he  undcrftopd  that  in  one  of  the  pari(fae$  of 

Weftminder  (St.  James's)  1 400  loaves,  of  an  inferior  quality,  wei« 

diftribpted  weekly  among  the  poor-     In  every  meafure  of  this  kind 

there  were  twq  objetS^s  ;  firft,  that  of  increafing  the  fupply,  and 

diminiAiing  the  confumption ;  and,  fepondly,  to  do  that  in  a  ^ay 

moft  fatisfa£tory  to  the  bulk  of  the  people.     He  obfcrved^  that  \£ 

in  ihe  ca^x(^  of  the  enfuing  year,  the  neceflity  (hould  appear  greater 

than  at  prefent,  and  this  agreement  (hould  not  be  found  cffc&val 

to  anfwcr  the  defired  £>bje6l,  it  would  be  for  the  wifijom  of  the  Houfo 

then  to  confidcr  what  firther  fteps  might  be  neceffary  to  be  taken. 

In  the  mean  time,  he  thought  that  the  probable  advantages  of  the 

pref(^t  meafure  would  be  fufiicicnt  to  counterbalance  any  evil  arifidg 

from  the  delay  of  adopting  any  other  plan.     He  trufled  the  poor 

would  not  grumble  to  ufe  the  fame  bread,  which  they  found  their 

fiiperiors  in  fortune  and  rank,  tying  themfelvcs  down,  and  pipdgr 

ing  dieir  honour  to  introduce  into  their  families,  and  that  the  ^Ek^ 

pioduced  might  be  better  than  any  compuUion.     He  obierved^  that 

in  alipoft  every  parifti  there  would  be  fomc  of  th^  higher  ranks, 

vrho  would  impofe  this  rpAridbn  upon  theip(clyc|^,  ^d  that  thtjr 

eumple  wouid  become  general.     Nor  did  he  fee  any^  thing  4n*  the 

prefect  ftatc  of  the  country  to  render  this  gb(npu\jian,nccc/foyi ,  j 

Mr.  FRANCIS  (aid  he  perceived,  from  the  honourable  gentler 

5Ha 
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Iran's  fpetehi  fhat  there  wetfe  two  points^  cm  vihich  be  liad  Imri 
mifunderflbod.  He  had  nefer  afSrmed,  that  the  aflbciatkm  cotcEtd 
Info  hft  year  was  to  be  compared  as  an  exaA  parallel  with  the  agree- 
ment now  recommended  by  the  Committee^  in  numbers  and  ex- 
lent,  or  of  tourfe  in  its  probable  operation.     He  had  ftated  if  asaji 
Infiance  of  a  (tmilar  nature^  not  of  equal  magnitude,  in  which  the 
Ineafure  had  ^t  leaft,compIeatly  failed^  if  it  had  not 'in  fa£l  pio- 
liuced  fome  eonfequenees  dircAly  oppofite  to  thoTe,  whidi  were  ex- 
peded  from  it.    On  thefecond  point,  it  woulcigive  him  much  more 
toncem  to  be  mifunderftood.   Though  he  declined  fignii^  the  agree- 
menty  and  though  hp  believed  that  nothing  le(s  than  a  law  would 
tnrwer  die  purpofe,  vVje  hoped  that,  afteir  what  he  had  (ad,  no  man 
would  think  him  cap^e  of  wishing  to  thwart  the  views  of  the  Coro- 
mitteei  or  of  not  prdmoting  the  fuccefs  of  the  agricement.  What  he 
feated.was  th;|ty  in  a  cafe  of  fuch  great  urgcncyi  fome  valuable  time 
would  b0  loft  upon  an  ineffe£hial  experiment.     If  the  honourable 
gentleman  had  t^ken  a  ri^t  view  of  the  tefnper  of  the  people  ta  this 
liibje£lt,  if  all  dafles  of  men  yrere  fo  well  difpofed,  as  the  honour- 
ftble  gentleman  thought  they  were,  to  concur  in  the  agrperocnt,  if 
millers,  bakers,  and  the  poor  jn  general  were  willing  to  acqutefce  and 
$o  co-operate,  then  every  objefiion  to  the  law  in  queftion  was  re- 
tnoved.  Vokpiti  non  fit  injuria.     It  would  only  infure  the  eflcA, 
^hich  we  all  had  equally  at  heart,  by  Icaying  no  man  at  liberty  to 
refufe  doing  what  moft  men  were  willing  to  do  of  their  own  acoon!. 
To  that  mcafure  you  ipuft,  and  I  am  furc  you  will  reibrt  at  hft ; 
and  then  you  will  regret,  as  T  do,  that  fp  mvdi  time  flioidd  have 
been  wafted  on  ufelcfs  or  inadequate  expedients.- 

Mr.  JOLIFFE  faid,  he  was  well  aflured,  that  pfing  of  new 
liread  was  a  great  wafte ;  it  had  been  ftated  to  occalion  a  confump- 
t)on  of  <^e-fixtK  more  than  would  otherwife  take  ]4ace.  If  there- 
fore, there  was  a  law'  that  no  bread  (hould  be  ufed  till  it  had  been 
*baked  twenty- four  hours,  it  would  proportionably  diminifli  the  oon- 
fumption.  He  fajd,  he  did  not  admire  the  planof  introducitigtn- 
ferbr  forts  of  bread,  as  he  wa^  convinced  that  the  bcft  wheat  was 
the  cheapeft. 

Sir  WATKIN  LEWES  mentioned  that  the  magiftrates  of  Lon- 
•  don  thou^t  it  highly  neceflary  to  adopt  an  immediate  refolution  fimi- 
lar  to  that  of  the  Houfe ;  the  matter  waf  to  be  brou^t  forward  at  4 
eeurC  of  Common  Council,  to  be  held  tp-morrow,  aiKi  that  at  ^ 
meeting  of  the  feyeral  wards  on  Monday  riext^  The  former  agree? 
inont  had  been  adopted  by  a  few  during  the  rece(s  of  Parliament^ 
)buf  this'would  be  mdre  general  and  extenfive  in  its  operatioiu 


Mr.  MARTIN  fuggefted  whecbet  it  would  not  be  neceflbiy  to 
have  a  more  ^eiicnil  ctrcublion  of  die  co^es  of  f^  agreement. 

Mr.  GhaAoeUor  PITT  faidt  that  when  the  agreement  came 
from  the  Houfeof  Lends  with  their  approbation  and  concurrence,  it 
-wai  in  conttmplation  to  prefent  an  addrefs  to  His  Majefty  ;  alfo  (o 
fend  copies  of  the,  agreement  to  the  Cuftodes  Rotulorum  of  the 
counties,  and  to  the  biftK>ps»  that  they  might  be  circulated  among 
the  parochial  cleigy,  for  the  information  of  their  beareirs.  ^ 

The  order  of  ^e  day  was  then  read^  for  a  Committee  of  the 
Houfe  to  confider  of  the  high  price  of  com,   Mr.  Hobart  in  the 
-chair. 

Mr.  HUSSEY  laid,*  that  he  meant  to  move  for  an  increafc  of 
'bounty  for  importation  ftbm  America.     The  fifteen  ihiUings  per 
•quarter,  alrea^  given,  was  not  enough  to  juftify  the  expectation 
of  any  adequate  fupply ;  and,  in  fa^A,  there  was  no  neafon  that  the 
bounty  in  this  cafe  flmuld  be  lefs  than  from  the  Mediterranean. 
'  Mr.  HufTey  AdEi  entered  into  the  folloMng  csdculation :  the  bounty 
.  from  the  Mediterranean  and  Africa  was  twenty  (hillings  p^r  quarter 
and  firom  America  fifteen  fliillings.     The  price  of  whe^t  in  Ame- 
,  rica  was  about  nine  (hillings  and  fixpence  per  buifaeU  or  feventyu 
fix  (hillings  a  quarter*     He  mentioned  the  opinion  of  two  gentle- 
.nVP,  Meffrs.  Scott  and  Milfan,  examined  before  the  Sele£^  Comr 
mittee,  refpefiing  the  quatity  of  the  grain,  and  the  former  was  of 
.opinion,  that  the  difference  between  the  beft  Engltfh  and  foreign 
*  wheat  wa;i  aboht  ten  (hillings  per  quarter-— the  latter  fifteen  (hillings. 
'  If  then,  tp  feventy-fix,  were  added  fifteen,   it  made  ninety-one» 
'  freight,  fixteen  (hiUings— infurancc,  eight  (hillings,  charge  of  da- 
'  mage,  eight  (hillings^  made  1 23  ;  other  occafional  expienccs  would 
amount  to  eight  more :  fubtra6k  from  this  the  bounty  of  fifteen  (hil- 
lings, it  would  be  1 1 6  (hillings.     It  was  to  be  fold  here,  at  about 
108  (hillings  a  quarter,  and  gentlemen  would  fee  there  was  not 
.  inducement  enough  for  the  merchant  to  bring  his  corn  to  the  BrlriOi 
market.    What  then  be  wi(hed  was,  te  give  twenty  (hi\lings  bounty 
from  America,  as  well  as  from  pther  parts.     If  Minificrs  had  be- 
fore told  him  that  they  would  negative  his  mation,   he  had  not 
made  it.     He  therefore  moved,  that  the  additional  dutv  of  five 
(lulliiigrt  a  quarter  be  given  for  corn  Importpd  from  America.  . 

Lord  SHEFFIELD  faid,  that  nothing  could  be  more  uncertain 
than  ealcolatioAs  upofi  the  price  of  wheat  in  America ;  the  price 
h^d  varied  in  a  moft  extrafnrdinary  manner,  and  it  was  likely, 
through  competitk»)y  to  be  much  higher.  Some  letters  mention 
(iour  at  19s.  6d.  (teiling^  per  bufhel ;  and  odiers  of  the  8ch  No- 
fcinber,  ftatc  it  jo  have  £ilkn  to  1  is.  6d. »  but^fae  eonTuiered  the 
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bounties  as  a  mere  (acrifteebf  fo  much  mdney'to  tlia Vitties  af&uk 
M'ho  fancied  they  might  procure  a  quantity  of  com  from  abnnd,  and 
that  he  hadi  not  oppofed  them,  loft  if  they  had  not  been  granscd, 
it  might  be  &id  hcreafref,  a  confidcrabfc  quantity jfVDuld  have  been 
had,  if  bounties  had  been  oiTcred.  >  On  a  former  day,  he  had  trtxiblrd 
the  Houfe  with  his  rcafons  fo^  aflertingy  that  OMnpazativdj  with 
jouf  wants,  we  could  acquire  but  a  very  inconlidefaUe  quantity  of 
wheat  from  other  countries  at  any  expenoc,  and  thofe  perlbns  who 
offered  a  bounty,  as  well  as  thofc  who  attended  the  Committee, 
were  of  the  fame  opinion*  Bounties^  in  the  opinion  of  all  the  mer- 
chants who  had  been  examined,  would  proportionably  raife  the  piioe 
in  the  country  from  whence  the  article  is  to  be  exported ;  France, 
Holland,  and  the  Weft  Indies,  would  follow  that  price.  The  valoe 
of  wheat,  hl^  as  it  was  in  England,  is  very  much  lower  than  in 
France  and  Holland,  confequently  It  would  go  in  neatal  vcftrls  ta 
thofe  countries.  Hefaid,  it  would  be  endlefs  to  attempt,  by  boon- 
des,  to  countervail  the  high  price  in  other  countries ;  and  if  we 
eould  fuccecd  fo  far  by  extravagant  bounties  as  to  fbrve  the  Wefi 
Indies,  the  quantity  thus  acquired,  would  not  fumifh  a  moudifiil 
to  England*  We  have  refources  and  wholefome  fbbfiitiites  amoif 
ourfelves  ;  and  furely,  if  we  could  obtaui  irom  abroad  the  gieat 
quantity  of  wheat  that  is  wanted  to  make  up  the  uAial  canfumptioa 
<^  this  country  in  times  of  plenty,  it  would  be  ruinous  to  transtcr 
to  foreign  countries  for  the  purchafe,  very  confideraUy  more  don  fix 
millions  fterilng,  exclufive  of  the  frc^t ;  a  quantity  of-  tonnage 
nearly  equal  to  the  whole  commercial  tonnage  of  France  in  her  mod 
profpcrous  days,  would  be  wanted,  namely,  4.00,000  tons,  or 
2,000  vcifels,  of  200  tons  eadi,  He  added,  we  (hould  do  more 
harm  than  good  by  propofmg  bounties,  whidi  could  not  be  effix- 
tual^  inafmuch  as  they  tend  to  prevent  the  people  from  uiing  thofe 
fubltitutes  which  may  IciTen  the  confumpt^Mi  of  wheat  uruler  a  £ilfc 
expedhition  of  a  fupply/  We  have  already  an  ample  fupply  of 
barley,  oats,  and  potatoes,  and  we  may  lave  at  leaft  600,000 
quarters  from  Ireland^. 

Sir  F.  BARING  rofe  to  fecond  the  modon  ;  he  had  fcen  letters 
from  Philadelphia,  fbting  that  wheat  was  at  from  9s.  to  1 0$.  tiie 
bufhel  on  d)e  26th  0<Slober ;  he  thou^t  that  country  to  be  ofir 
moft  certain  refource ;  for  France,  it  was  beyond  doubt,  had 
every  advantage  over  \]S  in  the  Mediterranean  com  trade  ;'  and  if  a 
recent  fa6l,  which  was  beyond  queAion,  wiBconfidefcd,  die ioid- 
ing  to  the  amount  df  6S  0,00 oh  fharling  in  &va  ban  toHambro, 
where  corn  had  been-  for  fojnc  dme  ftprcd»  ^waiting  for  tiM.  iwnir- 
tence,  die  cng^^gnneuts:  for.  which  wae  made  fa|y  ibc  FrenA  G^ 


vcmment  in  Ofipber  laft  v  if  (hat  was  (^nfideredr  U  was  t 
r^foning  to  infer,  that  (imilar  forefight,  prompitudci  and 
bad  been  ufcd  in  ^  other  placed,  cTpectally  the  Meditcrnin 
\iFOuld  be  fomethigg,  Ijke  demonfhativey  that  America,  w! 
ported,  within  the  lail  twelve-  months,  one  million  of  qu 
wheat,  would  be  the  mo(l  likely  to  fupply  us ;  and  thcnc 
that  he  conceived  the- .bounty  fl^ould  be  extended  equally 
country  as  any  other. 

-Lord  SHEFFIELD  faid,  that  tbc.Fjeiich  wpuld  be  q 
QUtfcUfUS,  ,as  corn  fold,  a  .few  ^*«cks  ago,  at  Hayrc-di 
for  il.  IIS.  theiack,  and  was^.f^U  rififig  ;  a  price  that  wo 
them  an  afcendancy  over  our  h'^licQ  i)ounty. 

Mn  Chancellor  PITT  difiered  from  Lord  Sieffield,  a 
ticmen  oppoflte  to  ,bitn,  in  opinion,  on  the  queftipn.     He 
fanguifie  in  his  hqpes  that  any  greal;  fupply  could  be  acquirct, 
portation ;  but  yet  I^e  did  not  .defpa^r;  that  fome*  a^^yantagcn 
gained  that  way ;  and  thercfbrc  i^,^uld  %rpe  to  the  ini 
bounty  propofed*.'  He  w^s  frep  to  ^ay,.  that  we  V^re  t,o  luo 
to  tbQ  internal  npuafuF^,  of  L}|[ing  aii^ed  bread, th^u  taapj 
remedy.     But  if  our  internal  Vefourccs  could  be  at  all  aide< 
tem:ll  fupplics,  the  idea  ought  not  to  be  relinquidied  for  j 
tional  bounty  per  quartcf,  *MrhiiA;^if  ccmpJirc^  with  the  ad 
xv^  na  cpni^t^ljipi^. ,    ije  tjruli^r.^hat  tbe'regiihtion^rc 
bread,  would  be/p|;  diiFuJlic^d.bXrt^:C^'^9P!c  9^1^^)^^  Lords  an 
mons,  and  of  perfons  of  rankw^t^f^t^y^heir  individual  and  ci 
exertions,  that  the .necc^Tity  of . importation  .wouid,.  ^\n, a  grea  i 
be  fuperfedqd ',  ftad  thus  the  country  be  ^;nore;  qafify  «fiqd 
benefited...  I^^  !$u|  the  ;honourab}e  Baronet  (S;r  ,F,3iri  i 
we  (hould  excite  a  competition  with  the  Frci^)^  he  had  i 
tbat.we.flioald  hcrferv^^^bjcfopc.thcm  if  thcj;  had  fp^e  i 
but  when  he  confidcrcd  their  want  of  m(X)ty^  wiifply^  fpi 
operations,  but.ey«nto  m^ntain^ir.dorpcf^ic  leicqrtfon' 
no  rcafon  to  thiii^ihi^  cqH^pctitJsn^  jvop     in^i\y,great  d<  ■ 
jplace.     UowjC^eiFy  be  jvras  if^ucfif^  to  accede  ^)^d)e^.r^     : 
cure  every  podlble  a4vantage.    .Thcriiteiofib^u^ty  jj^yer  i 
fiderablcf^;  and  (hould  ^e  appottio^d  to  different  marH^i 
was  at  firft  ijU  idea  in  making fbe:|x)qnty  for  i^mofiCfm  fu]    i 
but  as  he  felt  diat  the  competition  with  Frahcq^t(n)g|[it  ir    i 
gree  operate,  he  changed  bis^original  idea*    r^;     '.  ^    ,: 
^    Lord  SHEFFIEI^P  ,ixfii^,^\^^^^ 

chequer  h;ad  pr9y^  what  he  dixl  not  intcpd-^ifr^  F^99 
ipofiCjf  l^purctoCc  corn,  the  cffmnctition  would  oqafpj  ,a)     I 
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would  be  unriccdftiy.     His  Lordffii|)  explained^  and  fopported  the 
ftatcmcnts  he  had  before  made.  ' 

Mr.  JODDRELL  tboughti  that  if  the  prcfcnt  boanties  would 
not  do,  that  no  higher  would  be  of  avail,  and  would  only  ftimubtc 
the  avarice  of  the  one  nation  againft  another,  without  prodiiring 
good.  He  declared,  that  our  chief  rcfoupcc  was  to  be  ibogfat  in 
Ae  improvement  of  our  own  cotintty,  and  the  coTtivation  of  our 
wafte  lands.  '     ' 

'  '  The  motion  was  then  put  and  carried,  **  that  it  is  the  opinion 
of  this  Committee,  that  an  ad(fidonal  bounty,  equal  to  one-third 
of  die  other  bounties  alreaidy  agreed  to,  be  granted  on  wheat  and 
wheat  flour  imported  fix>m  His  Majefly*s  Colonies  in  America,  or 
the  United  States."  * 

Sir  PETER- 'BURRELL  moved,  «  that  it  is  the  opiman  of 
this  Comrhittee,  that  a  bounr^  equal  to  three-fifths  of  the  bounty 
alre»ly  propofed  to  be  allowed  on  the  importadoa  of  fore^  earn, 
he  extended  to  ttU  the  foreign  xrom  now  under  die  King's  lodes,  on 
thfe  fame  being  taken  out  forhcntie  confumption."-»-Agrecd  to. 
*  'The  Houfd  being  refomed-,  the  report  was  ordered  to  be' recdvcd 
on  Friday  next,  '     '  •'     •    * 

•     .  .  •        tf      »  I"  .       ^       <    •  •  J  .     ^.  ^  «  ,  «  . 

..^  /  3Tfr«//<iiy,  /)ffl«ff*rr  17.   . 

Mr.  HOBART  broii^t  bp  the  report  of  die  Committee  on 
the  bill  impoling  duties  upon  eveiyhorfe,  mare,  &c-. 

'  Mr.  ROSE  propofed  a  dauik  tb  exempt  po{!'4K>rfesy  as  diej 
dready  pay  a  duty  per  mile,  which  was  agreed^to. ' 
'^    Colonel  ROLLE  propofed  a  daufe  to  exempt  brood  mares,  and 
alfo  all  hdrfes  -  hot  employed  in  <iniu^t,  but  ufed  in  mountadnoos 
touhtries  for  the  carriage  of  manure,  tScc; 

.  Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  objeAed,  as  at  this  rate  there  would  be 
fio  end  to  exemptions,  &c.  "   '      ' 

-  Lord  SHEFFIELD  thou^t  idte  bcempdons  had  been  carried 
too  far  already,  and  (hould  hslve'  IHced  the  tax  f^  better  if  it  had 
extefidcd  fo  far  as^  to  difcourage  the  bfe  of  horfes^  iind  to  promote 
the  life  of  oxtti ;  and  if  it  had  been  five  tinie  gitita  on  iarmers 
above  fifty  pounds  per  anhumj  al  die  fame  time  he  i^uld  give  an 
Annual  premiaifr  for  a  liitiited  time  to  fkrmien  undertfaat  rcnf  for 
tilth  oX  they  ftotild  employ  inftead  of  a  horfe,  not  exceeding  fir. 
It  appeared  that  the  ifland  could  not  maintain  all  its  animsds  i  he 
fiij^fed  noni  could  be  reduced  in  number  with  m6re  proiprsiety  than 
hories ';  they  confomed  a  veiy  great  ^porfioh  of  the  pitxhKc  of  the 
wrdi ;  and  a  horfe,  whofe  daily  allowance  it-one  peek  ofidm^  CM^ 
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.fijines  as  much  of  that  article  in  one  day  as  a  man  whd  e^ts  littk 
dfe  confumes  of  ^heat  in  fourteen  days.  At  the  fame  tim^  the 
tiorfe  eats  as  much,  hay  as  an  ox,  and  gradually  becoij^es  an  ufeleft 
animal,  Ivhile  an  ox  improves,  and,  when  he  has  done  his  labouf, 
l)ec6mesthefood  of  man.  He  looked  upon  horfes  In  hufbandry  as  a 
^nd  of  luxuiy,  finCe  the  whole  of  their  agricultural  employment, 
lie  knew  by  experience,  might  be  as  well  performed  by  oxen ;  and 
lie  acknowledged  no  inftance  in  whldi  it  was  more  advantageous  td 
life  the  horfe  than  the  ox,  except  in  carrier's  Waggons,  ^d  on 
jounieys. 

-  Mr.  BOLE  CAREW  contended,  th^t  ottn  could  not  be  fcrti- 
ployed  in  mountainous  countries  ;  ^hd  |§  to  the  confumption  of^ 
oats,  he  faid,  the  Houfe  might  be  perfe^y  eafy,  as  the  horfes  pro- 
posed to  be  exempted  eat  no  oats  at  all. 

Colonel  RoUe's  propoiition  was  then  rejected. 

'   .  Friday i  Dititnher  1 8^ 

A  meflage  was  received  ftoin  the  Lords,  requiring  the  immediate 
attendance  of  Ae  Hbufe  to  hear  Hi^  Majeffy's  commiflion  read,  au- 
thofrifing*  the  figning  of  feveral  bill^ ;  the  St)eaker,  attended  by 
leveral  Members,  went  op  aiccordingly,  iihd  having  fetuhied,  he" 
reported  to  the  Houfe  that  "  the  royal  aiTent  had  been  given  by 
<5ommiffion  to  an  aft  for  the  better  prefervation  of  His  Maje%*s 
perfon  and  government ;  and  to  the  a£t  for  the  more  effedlually 
P^venting  meetings  and  afiembUes  ;'*  and  to  feveral  other  publia 
and  ptivate  bilU« 

Pitvlotis  io  the  hoife-duty  bill  being  read  a  thifd  time, 

Mr.  WILBERFORCE  propofed  a  claufe,  «*  that  no  perfbh  ocf- 
cupying  a  farm,  the  rent  of  which  was  I'efs  than  76I.  a  yeiar ;  ^md 
that  no  perfon  occupying  his  own  eilate,  together  with  a  iarm,  no( 
more  than  70I.  a  yeat^  flibold  be  charged  with  the  duty.  "-^The 
claufe  was  adopted. 

Mt.  RYDER'propofed  a  claufe  to  the  bakers'  bill,  tfiat  nothing 
therein  contained  ftiould  extend  to  infringe  upon  the  rights  and  pri- 
vileges of  the  dty  of  Lbftdoit,  of  the  "Ovorihlpful  company  of  bakers 
6f .  the  faid  city*  •        ^ 

The  queilion  t)eang  put  that  the  bakers',  bill  do  pafs^ 
,  Mr.  LEdHMERfl  faid,  he  wiflied  to  make  a  few  obfervations.. 
His  thought  that  this  bill  might  eventually  prove  injurious  to  the 
poor,  as  mixed  bread  was  not  equally  nutritive  with  that  made  of 
wheat  floyr ;  and  if  t}ieibrflier  fott  of  bread  alone  was  ufed,  he 
thought  it  would  ^be  impo(C£le  for  the  laborious  poor  to  go  throi^ 
tlicir  work,  Vfpccially  when  the  price  orbread  dontifiued  fo  dear,  lie 

Vol  XUIK  5  I 


704  PARLIAMENTARY  [Commov^, 

fold  Acre  va^  one  drcumfiigfice  whick  'flnick  hi^  auid  fcrably, 
that  there  was  not  one  year  in  which  Ibme  bsd^ers  h^d  QotWn 
Qonvi£led  of  fellifig  bread  ibort  of  weight  to  Ac  poor ;  the  £m 
iQcn  would  be  eqi^y  difpofed  to  fell  bread  of  an  iniakr  qudi^ 
inftead  of  the  befi.  He  wiflied  therefore  to  kaqn  whj^t  fa^/mi 
propofed  to  be  inilided  on  the  baker  who  (bould  be  found  goillj  of 
(och  a  pradice  ?  He  thought  the  penalty  Ihould  be  fo  kwen,  t)|t 
bakers  ihould  be  deterred  from  a  zepvetition  of  fuch  foBkm. 

Six  WiM.  PULT£N£Y  di%proved  of thfowliyg  out  thf(\^ 
geftbni  that  the  bread  Id  be  baked  acoordii^  to  the  prc^xifed  tcpbr 
tion,  would  not  be  eq|ijally  nutritive  fof  tbc  poor.     In  cha  f^ai^ 
bourhood  of  Hayerford  W|ft|  and  in  other  pouru  pf  Waks,  the  la- 
boiyring  poor  eat  hardly  of  any  other  fort  (than  bread  i^ade  of  foijcy- 
meal.     He  thought  expenenee  alone  cpuld  deterqnne  wshat  k|B4  4 
bread  were  the  moft  nutritive ;  for  his  ownpartibe  ^g)pf4wf)^ 
that  the  nourifliment  derived  from  different  kinds  of  bread  yns 
mud\  the  fame,  provided  illcivance  wa$  made  for  a  greater  quantirr 
of  one  fort  of  bread  than  and^er ;  €.  f.  one  pound  and  a  ^uspter 
of  oatmeal,  might  do  as  wcU  as  one  pound  of  wheat.     He  did  M 
coiKpiye  there  could  be  any  xi&  attending  the  txyisg  of  diffoqa 
forts  of  flour  in  baking  bread.     H^  laiid,  in  times  of  (canity,  it 
was  better  not  to  e^X  the  dual  quantity  or  qusdity  fof  a  few  months, 
and  to  fubmit  to  fome  tempoi^iy  inconvenience,  father  tbsui  tp  ilarvc 
the  reft  of  the  year. 

Mr.  STANLEY  faidp  that  in  the  aorthcm  parts  of  Lana- 
(hire,  the  labouring  people  ate  fcarcely  any  thing  bi|t  osi|T€ake», 
and  he  believed  notte  doubted  whether  thsy  were  fu^est^y  fb^ 
a(id  healthy. 

Th?  bill  then  pafled. 

r 
SaturJoft  Diccmiir  f  9« 

Went  through  the  bills  pn  the  table,  and  adjoiyrne4  tt>*Wpd- 
aefday. 

Mr.  RIDER  brought  up  an  Appendix  to  thc^  l^ft  Beport  of  the 
SclcA  Com  Committee^  which  was  ordered  tu  b^  panted^  X^ 
petition  from  Dover  relative  to  die  coi;n  Was  prefeoted^  and.  refe^ 
X»  th«  Committpe. 

9oon  after  th^  meeting  of  th^  H<H)f&.  A^nflior  qf  the  Slack 
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Rod  iignified  the  de(ire  of  the  Lords  Comnoiflvmers^  diat  the  Com- 
mons AoM  at^endm  die  Houfe  of  Piecrs; 
'    The  Speaker,  accordingly  proceeded  thither ;  ahd,  on  Hid  retnm, 
flgmfied,  t!haN!  the  Royal  affent  tiad  beeit  given  by  commiffiM  to  the 
fevenlUHSi  which  iatefy  psfkd  both  Hou(|». 

Sir  JOHN  SINCLAIR,  after  a  few  preBminary  obfervations, 
faid,  that  it  was  liis  intention  to  make  a  motion  on  the  firft  open 
day  after  the  receis,  for  carrying  into  cSc6k  the  meafures  4>ropofed 
ibr  endofing  and  cultivating  the  wafte  lands.  His  intention  was, 
he  laid,  to  eiFc<^  the  obje6t,  by  compact  with  fuch  pcrfons  as  had  a 
legal  intereft  in  any  of  fudt  lands,  and  where  impedhnents  of  adtf-* 
ficult  nature  wece  in  the  way,  to  provide  the  beft  means  of  obvia- 
ting them.  The  Committee  had  inftrudled  him  to  move  for  leave 
tQ  bring  in  a  bill  for  thofe  purpofes,  whkh  he  meant  to  do* 

The  SPEAKER  fuggeited  that  the'  regular  way  would  be  to 
move  then,  that  the  report  of  the  Committee  for  endofing,  &c.  of 
wafte  lan^s,  fho^ld  be  taken  info  confideration  on  the  firft  day  of 
meetbg  after  the  recefs. 

Sir  JOHN  SINCLAIR  made  the  motion  foggcfted  by  th« 
Speaker. 

Agreed  to. 

Mr.  PITT  moved  that  theHftufij  on  its  rifing  fliould  adjourn 
to  Tucfday  the  2d  day  of  Februaty  1 7  96 . 

Agreed  to. 


si  a 
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An  ACCOUNT  of  Extraordinary  Ezpences  of  the  Army, 

,  incurred  and  paid  by  the  Right  Honourable  the  Pay- 

pafter  General  of  His  Majefty's  Forces,  from  the  25th 

of  December  1794-,  to  the  14th  of  November  1795, 

both  ind^fiy^j  And  i)ot  provided  for  by  Parliament. 

#         •      .     • 

Dates  of 
Warrants. 


'795- 
f  ebraaiy  9th^    To  Alexander  Davifon,  Efq.  for  pro- 

vifioiis  purchafed  and  delivered  by- 

him  for  the  ufe  of  the  troops  in  Upper 

and  Lower  Canada  7i554  i  8 
May  1 2th.    Toditto»  for  ditto  fer* 

vice  -r  .1,684    ^    ^ 

29th.    To    Mcffrs,   E.  Pick- 

(lone,  for  provifions 

laid  Bp  in  ftore  for  the 

nfe  ot  the  forces  in  ^ 

garrifon  in  Quen^iey 

andAldemey  —  f2o  11  4 
June  5th.  To  ditto,  for  ditto  fervice  545  i ;  9 
February  xotb.  To  Meflrs.  Brickwobd 

and  Co.  for  fioar  par*  , 

chafed  in  Canada  by     • 

order  of  the  Trcafuiy, 

for  the    ufe   of  tne 

forces  in  the  Wdt  In* 

dies,  which  was  dc* 

jlroycd   by    fire   on 

board  a  (hip  at  Que- 
bec —  —  —  2«202  7  o 
April  lit.     To  Meflrs.  Delamab  and 

Son,  for  wine  fupplied 

by  them  for  the  ufe  of 

the  army  hofpitals      i»44a  to    7 

Provifions  purchafed  by  theCom- 
miflioners  for  viAualling  His 
Majefty's  navy  of  the  foUowing 
perions,  for  army  fervices,  and 
6^€C  expencei  attending  the 
lame,  viz. 

JaDoary  ajd.  To  Meflrs.  Jordaxn  and 

Shaw,  Wm.  Atkin- 
fon,  and  John  Atkins 
(being  in  part  pay- 
ment) for  fundry 
quantities  of  beef  ana 
pork     —        -*%      I5,0Q4  \i     O 
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r 


April  i8tb.    To  Mefln.  lUert  «nd 

Green  for  beef  3»i^t    i    • 

« ift.    To  ditto*  for  beef  and 

pork    —       —      7,130    7  10 
f/hy  29th.    To  dkto»  for  ditto  and 

ditto    — .      —     «o»S73  »7    4 
June  2d«      To  dittos  for  ditto  and 

dittp    —        T-       4,433    g    o 
July  22d«    To  di^to,  for  ditto  and 

ditto    —        -t-       8,274    3  10 

Auguft  $d.    To  ditto,  for  porlc         2,189    5    3 

September  19th.  To  ditto,  for  ditto        3,886    5    8 

KoYember  2d.  To  ditto,  for  beef         1,61016    o 

April  iStlu  To  T.  Rowcroft,  Efq. 

for  ditto  —       4434    o    7 

May  Sth.     To  ditto,  for  beef  and 

pork    ^       -^       8,037  '5  3 

29tlu    To  ditto,  for  po^         1,86^    i  o 

Juiv22d«    To  ditto,  for  ditto         4f56z  11  I 
Septeffloer  ift.  To  ditto,  for  beef  and 

pork    —       —       3»78o    1  $ 

19th.  To  ditto,  for  pork         1,477  <5  ^ 
April  1 8th.  ToC.  Flower, £^. for. 

beef  and  pork          io,68tr    t  7 

To  ditto,  for  butter        1,118    6  .8 
axft.  To  ditto,  for  pork  and. 

butter    —        —     8,782    o  i 
May  8th.    To  ditto,  for  beef  and 

pork    —        —       7,889   .4  6 

June  9th«    To  di^to  for  pork         ^»442  'o  9 
[uly  2  2d.    To  ditto,  for  beef  and 

pork    —        -r-      11,57^  17  7 
Anguft  3d.    To  ditto,  Jor  ditto  and 

ditto    —        — ,       3,219  18  .« 

September  12th,  To  ditto,  for  butter      3,254    611 

Odlober  I  jth.    To  ditto^  for  ditto        3*805  16  11 

November  2d.  To  ditto,  for  ditto.     .3,811  10  4 

April  21ft.    To  S.  C)  Meara,  £f<). 

for  pork    —    —      2,780    1  o 
May  8th.    To  ditto,  fot  beef  and 

pork    — ,       *—       S»50  II  o 

29th. '  To  ditto,  for  beef         1,669  '  i  S 
June  15th.    To  ditto,  for  beef  and   c 

pork    —        —       6,223-.  17  o 

To  ditto,  for  pork , '      1,224  11  o 
Attguft  4th.    To  ditto,  for  oeef  and 

pork    —        —       4,002  17  10 
September  xft.  To  di^to,  for  ditto  and 

ditto    —        —        1,869    ^  ^ 
May  29th.    To  Meffrs.  W.  Atkio- 

fon  and  Co.  for  butter  2,226  14  5    « 

March  2  3d.     To  J •  Green,  for  ditto       126     7  7 


r. 
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Dates  of 

Warrants* 

Appl  1 3th.    To  Tho.  Bdl Jor  hatm  r,j^  .  «  f^ 
Oaober  15th.  To  Meflis.  B^ckn^ood  T 

and  Co.  for  pork        PtfcH^  11     tf 
February  2d.  To  C.  Scott,.  Ef^  for 

wheat  meal      — •    ^t6g^  #7    d 
Jane  9th.    To  ditto,  4kto  ditco       «',424.    8     # 
January  5th*  To  Mr.  G.  Hankb,  te 

flovr    •—        .^ 
March  1 7tl\.*    To  ditto,  for  ditto 
April  1 8th.    To  dkCD,  for.^btci 
May  nth.    To  ditto,  forifiii^ 
Auguft  nth.   To  ditto,.fer  dttHf. 
^oth.    To  d30to,ifer4ino 
January  tth.  To  Meffn.  J.andWl- 

Wyttii^nlt'ifot: 

ditto    —        —    :  jii^Y    y  fy 

March  17th.    To  distq,  for'i^ttii        -t-,6oz    3    & 

Aoril  1 8th.    To  dmo,£ord^u^        ^*^  "^    0' 

May  29th.     To  ditto,  fordift^        7>m^  pi.    o 

Jane  zd.       To  ditto,  for  ditto  -    -  y^it^    y,    d 

Auguft  iith»    To  dkto,  ferdifta       ^951  "    o^ 

January  6th.    To  Mr.  A;  Qf  ilbrnc, 

for  ditto    —     -^     ^^ir    V    9- 
Auguft  23d.     To  di|to^forf£ttOf  fiK' 14*    r 

January  23d.   To  Mt,  e.  Dttukin,  for  ""^^    ^    ' 

peafe    —        —       9,1^6^  »6.  s 
June  5th.      To  ditto,  for  ^Crteal     1,60^ -6    ^ 
July « oth.    To  ditto,  for  peafe         Jk,KS3^    z^tv 
January  19th.  To  M^-  R.  it:  Chrkc, 

forfiovr   —   —     a^9<S(    a    v 
23d.    To  ditto,  for  dkto  9io''   i    ^• 

March  17th.  To  ditto,  fciE^dRto-  T5607  9  1^^ 
June  15th.  To  ditto,  for  bread  mMd»  a^  2.  y 
May  29th.      To  Mr.  'Wn;  MfraTe, 

forflibiif  —  *     M9T    <'   O' 

Jline3oth.     Toditto,  fortlitta         1,407    1    a 
5th.     To  Mrflrs.J>tafcifi  and< 

Brown,  for  oatmeal        99^     i     o 
September  ift.  To  ditto,  for^fiftd  603     i'  o^ 

Koyember  2d.  To  ditto,  for  ditto  t##40    7    o 

April  3d.     To  Miffra.  Vbxhh  nn* 

.    Son^  for  floor  Zf94i'  16    ^ 

21  ft.    To  ditto,  for  ditto         9,246    f    8 
May  19th.    To  ditto,  for  dkM        2^,043    6    t 
Oaober  3d.     To  Mr,  James  (Scrraid, 

for  oatmeal        -—       n^r  la    a 
To  Mt.  T.  PInkwton, 
for  ditto  -^>  73    6    o 

December  3 1  ft.  To  John  Paflcy,   Efq. 

fcr  Tcneriffe  ^vinc         73416    6 


OeBATEK^  ^ 


Dates  of 
Warrants. 


June  jotk    To  Charles  SmitB,  Cmt       > 

red  port     —      .^-»    aa$    8    4 
NoYCxnber  zi*  To  ditto,  for  ditto  i<f  la    o 

•    To    MeiTrs.    PolWl,.  > 

Cooperj  and  Co^  for 
ditto      —        -«       .760    611 
May  8tb.     To  Meflh,  Potts^  for 

vin^ar      —        ^    367    a    o 

>7oTCiiiber  14th.  To  MeiTrs.  Wilkinipn 

and   Chapman,  Sue 
fseigHt  of «ma  49^    7   o 

1795,  ...... 

Febmaiy  zSdu  Tq  l^ificelot  HiAope, 

for  ditto  of  ditto  .    ,  €}^  if    ^ 
April  3d«      To  Jcd^n  Alkias>  for    • 

ditto  of  pork  and  fioat    a67    i    o 
May  2d.       Ta  C,  J%»kio«    for 


lighterage        —       s,o^  ig 
foJI.  joniSif 


8th.         ToiH.  joniSi  fpr  fieight 

ofwinc—  -t*        |a9    3    o 

January  a  3d.    To  Mi,  T,  Allw,  for 

calks     —        -^.  '    9.094  1:9    d 

April '  1 8th.     To  4ittp^  bf  ^HU>        x»j64  1 1    q 

Augaft  5d.      To  ditto,  for  ditto   .     i>l34  la    o 

November  loth.  Tq  iitno,  for  ditt«    ~  a»fia6  11    6 

Apri^  3d.      Ta  Mcflis.  J>yu  and 

Co.  for  bUket  bffj^    177    3    7 


259,815  14    9 


■*' »i  ■>■■■ 


283,865    9    1 


Dedufi  the  amount  tt  ftopfBget  for 
provifions  from  the  crgiattnta  ha 
America  and  the  Weft  Indies*  from 
the  S5th  of  December  1794*^0  a^d. 
September  1795        ~  «^  20,531     5    o 

Dates  of  Ticafury  »  ^63,334    4    1 

Letters.  f 


March  ad.  For  the  parchafe  of  dol- 
lars which  were  con« 
figned  to  Mr.  Com- 
roiflaiyGcneral  Brook 
Watfon,  for  His  Dda* 
jedy'sierv  ice  abroad  50*000  o  o 
9th,  For  the  purchafe  of 
ditto,  which  were 
cqnfi^ed  to  ditto, 
for  ditto  ferrice       50,000    o    o 


■*—•*-        100,000    o    o 


Sm 


PARLIAMENTARY 


fCOMlfOSS* 


Data  of 
Wairants. 
m   ■■■ 
1795. 
April  27tlu    To  bills  of  excbttge 

dxa#n  by  Brook  Wtt- 
ton^  £(q«  fapmntoi- 
dant  and  diredbr  of 
forage,     ptovifioftt, 
oece&ries,   and  tx^ 
traordinaiies  of  ebe 
anngr  on  the  Conti- 
nentf  for  public  fer- 
vioet,  in  part  of  a 
warrant  oi  this  daxt, 
tot  6g2igoiL  51.      109,82^ 
To  dittOydrawn  by  ditto 

fer  ditto  ieryice         jSSfi^ 
To  ditto,  drawn  by  ditte 

for  ditto  fer?ice   ^     2lijit6 
To  ditto,  drawn  by  ditto 

for  ditto  fervice         147s  1 29 
To  ditto,  drawn  by  ditto 

for  ditto  fervice         354»r6o    S 
Tq  ditto,  diawii  by  ditto 
for  ditto  (mice     ^    jif»70S    4 
September  i^Htu  Toditto,drawn  by  ditta 

for  ditto  fervice  459808  15 

OAoberx6tb.  To  ditto,  drawn  by  ditto 

for  ditto  iervice.        >74f488    6  i# 


Joncjth, 
Julyxjth* 
3odu 
Aogioft  sotb* 


'    7 

o    o 

5    8 


8 
8 


»^784»575    8    5 


Jttue  2ld*    To  ditto,  drawn  by  H. 

Hamilton,  Governor 
of  the  Berniuda 
lilands^  for  ditto 
fervice  6,636  8  7 
Augoftaoth.   To  ditto/ drawn 

b^  ditto,  for  *  - 
ditto  fer- 
f  vice         375  15  o 

Time  22d.     To  ditto,  drawn 

by    P.  Fall, 
Ltentenant- 
Govemor   of 
Jcrfcy,  for  do* 
iervice    9,63a    0  o 
Angiift  20th.   To  ditto,  drawii  by 

ditto,   for  ditto 
iervice    5,008    o  o 


7,012    3    f 


w 


i  2,638 


o    6 


DEBATJUL  loi 


T>ate  of 

lATarrants. 


June  22d«    To  bills  of  excbanget 

drawn  by  the  Earl  of 
fialcarrasy  Lieotenant* 
eovemor  of  Jcrfcy, 
tor  ditto  fervice  4^5    o    r 

To  ditto,    drawn    hf 
the  Earl  of  OHnmoie, 
Governor  of  the  Ba- 
hama Iflandt,' 
for  ditto  fer- 
vice,        13,^12    T  I     ' 
Anguft  20tb*   To  ditto,  drawn 

by  ditto, 
for  ditto  . 
fervice.     9,098  18  o 


^    June  aid*    To  ditto,  drawn  by 

John  Robinfon, 
deputy  paymafter 
at  New  Brnnf- 
wlck,  for  ditto 
fervice      4*530  xi  6 

Aogyft  20th,    To  ditto,  drawn  by 

ditto,  for  ditto 
fervice      2,068  18  6 


22,671     J     1 


5,599  ^^    ^ 


June  2  2d.    To  ditto,  drawn  by  Sir 

James  Wallace,  Com- 
mander iu  Chief  at 
Newfoundland,  for 
ditto  fervice  1,680    o    o 

To  ditto,  drawn  by  I^. 
F.  Thome,  Com- 
mandant at  St.  Pe-  I 
ter's,  for  ditto  ier* 
vice  210  o  o 
Augnft  20th.    To  ditto,  drawn  by 

ditto,   for    ditto 
fervice        62    o  o 


272    o    o 


June  22d.    To  ditto,  drawn  by  Sir 
.  A.  Williamfon,  Go- 
vernor of  Jamaica,for . 
ditto  fervice  265,025  I2 

To  bills  of  exchange* 
drawn  by  Alexander 
Brymer,  Deputy  Pay- 
mauler  in  Nova  Sco- 
tia, for  public  fer- 
viccs*    6,225     8>  9 
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8oi  PARLIAMENTARY  [Commoks. 

Dates  of 

Warrants. 

Auguft  2oth.    To  bills  of  exchange, 

drawn  by  /  Icxandcr 
Brymer,  Deputy  Pay- 
njafter  in  Nova  Sco- 
tia, for  public  fcr- 
vicc         1,692    6  9 

Jonc  22d.     To  ditto,  drawn  by  Jn, 

Wcntworth,  Lieute- 
nant-governor of  No- 
va Scotia,  for  ditto 
fervice  7,102  le  o 
Attgaft  2pth.    To  ditto,  drawn  by 

ditto,  for  ditto 
fervice    1,535  15  6 


7,915  IS    6 


8,638  10    6 


June  22d.    To  ditto,  drawn  by  W, 

J.  Eppes^  CommiiTary 
at  Newfoundland,  for 
ditto  fervices  2,177  16    o 

To  ditto,  dvawn  by  Pe- 
ter Lc  Mefurier,  Go- 
vernor of  Aldemey^ 
for  ditto  . 

fervice     1,220    00 
Auguft  20th,    To  ditto,  drawn  by 

ditto,  for  ditto 
fervict        212     4  o 


June  22d.    To  ditto,  drawn  by  Jn. 

Small,  Lieutenant- 
governor  of  ditto* 
for  ditto 

fervices    5,722  11  2 
Auguft  20th.    To  ditto,  drawn  by 

ditto,  for   ditto 
fervices    1,330    00 


»>43i    4    o 


7*052  II     2 


June  2  2d.    To  ditto,  drawn  by  Ed- 
mund Fanning,  Lieu- 
tpnant-governorofthc 
ifland6fSt,John,fbr 
ditto  fervices        —         689  12    4 
To    ditto,     drawn    by 
William  Macarmick, 
Lieutenant-governor 
of  Cape  Breton, 
for  ditto 
fervices      114    o  i 


DEBATES.  *^3 


Dates  of 
WarranU. 


Attguft  20th.   To   hill  of  «chanf  * 
*  drawn  by  ^Wm.  Ma- 

carmick.  Lieutenant- 
governor  of  Cape  Bre- 
ton, for  public 
fervices        2S5  '5  ^ 

June  aid.    To  ditto,  drawn  by  }as. 

Brace,  Lieutenant-go- 
vernor of  1>onunica, 
for  ditto 

fervices  2,334  16  3 
To  ditto,  drawn  by  Jas. 
Scton,  Lieutenant-go- 
vernor of  St,  Vin- 
cent's, for  ditto 
fervices  1,0x1  i  10 
Attguft  20th»   To  ditto,  drawn  by  ditto, 

for  ditto 
fervices      685  17    3 

lunc  22d.    To  ditto,  drawn  by  G. 

P.  Ricketts,  Gover- 
nor of  Barbadoes, 
for  ditto 

fervices     loi     J    o 
To  ditto,  drawn  by  Jas, 
Crauford, Governor  of 
the  Bermuda  Iflaiids, 
for  ditto 

fervices     946  18     i 
Aueuft  ioth.   To  ditto,  drawn  by  ditto, 

for  ditto 
fervices  2,088    9    8 


369  >5    7 


1,696  19    X 


3.035    7    9 


June  22d.    To  ditto,  drawn  by  Hy. 

Hamilton,  Governor 
of      Dominica,  *  for 
ditto  fer- 
vices     3*500    00  ^ 
Aueuft  20th.  To  ditto,  drawn  by  ditto, 
*                    for  ditto 

fervices  8,433  ti    6 

. 11,933  "    • 

June  22d.     To  ditto,  drawn  by  Ni- 

nian    Home,     Lieu- 
tenant-eovemor     of  . 
Grenada,   for   ditto 
fertices     —       —        '7^  »3    4 

S  K  a 


to4  PARLIAM»nrARY  fCoMMOiis. 

Dates  of 

Warrants. 

June  azd.    To  bills  ^  of  czch«ige»  * 

di^wn  by  Jn.  Stanley, 
Prefident  of  the  Coiifl« 
cil  of  Antigua  ici  lo    ft 

Augoft  20th.    To  ditto,  drawn  by  Jo- 

fcph  Rftblq',  Prcfidtnt 

Ot  the  Council  at  To- 
bago,  for  ditto  fcr- 

vices      —        ^        .121   Id    ^ 
To  ^  ditto,    drawn  [w 

Lieutenant-raieral 

Rains&rd,  Govempr 

of  Gibraltar,  fqir  fpe* 

cial    contingent   ex- 

pcnces   for    the  fi^t- 

vicei    of   that    gar- 

rifoA      1,894    3     1 
To  ditto,  drawn 

by  ditto,  for 

ditto  fer- 

— - —  7,078  II    a 


»*' 55*755  w   5 


To  ditto  drawn  by  the  aftipg  deputy 
in  the  Weft  Indies,  on  accoaultof 
the  extraocdxnaiy  e«peuoqs  of  Cbe 
army  there,  for  lhrec;qiaacicX8.of>ii 

f^^  —  •*•  —        2xc«ooa    o    • 

To  ca(h  paid  by  Mr.    . 

Winflow,  ading  dc- 
puty  paymafter  io 
Canada,  for  the  ex- 
traordinary expences 
of  the  army  in  thai 
.prorinoe,  for  one 
quarter,  to  24th  ,Dc- 

To  ditto,  paid  by  ditto, 
for  ditto,  to   24th  ' 

To  ditto,  paid  by  ditto, 
for  ditto,  to  24th 
June  1795        —    33, J, 2    6    8 

To  ditto, -paid  by  Mr."""^  73*9+3  i»    4 

Brymer,  adHng  de- 

?uty   paymafter    in 
^ova    Scotia,    for 
the  extraordinary  ex*        •    • 
•fences  of  the  army 
in  that  province,  for 


DEBATES.  to5 


Dates  of 
Wanantt. 


ditto,  tQ  24th  De- 
cember 1^04.      •—    9)939    8    S 
To  ditto,  paid  by  ditto, 
for  ditto,  to  24th 

March  i^^c      —     5^53^    %    4 
To  ditto,paid  by  ditto, 
for  ditto,  to   24th 
June  1795        —      4,511  14    I 


^794* 
January  X5th«  To  Colonel  R.  SyoieB, 

for  fundry  articles 
iumilhed  to  the  gar- 
rifon  of  Nieuport  du- 
ring the  fiege.      —     186    6  IX 

March  5th:  To  M.  6.  O'Hara,  for 

the  balance  of  his  ac- 
count, as  command- 
ant of  Gibraltar,  from 
the  X  ft  of  January  to 
30th  of  December 
X790  xox    a    6 

September  8th.  To    Captam    Braith- 

waite,    for  brinnng 
difpatches  of  thefur- 
#        render  of  Pondicherry    500    o    • 

NoYember  26th,  To  A.  Phillip,  £f^«  for 

the  balance  of  his  ac- 
count, as  late  Go- 
vernor of  New  South 
Wales,  between  Sep- 
tember X786  alili 
1793  _  —  504  13  5 
To  Captain  Wm.  Har- 
good,  of  the  (hip  Iris, 
lor  the  freight  of 
X2$,oooK  in  Silifer 
firom  London  to 
Hamburgh         —        xj6    5    o 

Piceniber  9th.  To  tiie  Earl  of  Elgin,  in 

retmburfementoffums 
,  paid  by  him  for  tra- 
velling expences  of 
French  officers  or- 
dered to  join  Xord 
Moira  —  26$    4    4 

July  3odi,    To  Meflrs.  Pearfe,  for 

flannd  waiftcoats  and 
dnwers  for  the  troops 
in  the  Weft  Indies      1,538    o    o 


«9»98J    o    X 


PARLIAMENTARY  [Commoks. 


Dates  of 

Warrants. 


OAober  Z7th.  To  Lord  Motgrave,  for 

the  expences  incuntd 
by  him  in  the  execu- 
tion of  feveral  public, 
feivices  entruftcd  to 
his  care  in  the  Medi- 
terranean —         804  II     o 
29tb.  To  Mcffrs.  Pearfe,  for 
fhocs  for  the  troops  in 
the  Weft  Indies   —    1,49a    6    q 
December  9th  To    C.    Mafon,   Efq. 

commiiTar}'    of    ac- 
counts of  the  aroiy  on 
the    Continent,'    for 
the    contingcnces  of 
his  office  —         ^o»  .0    o 

13th  To    Captain    Thomas 
Hiflop,  for  bringing' 

difpatches  of  the  re- 
dudion  of  St.'Ko- 
renzaj  in  Corfica    —    coo    o    o 
tSift.  To  pay  a  bill  of  ex- 

change,     draivn     by 

Vice  Admiral  Cofby, 

for    fubfiftcncc,    &c. 

of  officers  of  French 

ihips,  on  their  voy- 
age to  England .    —    507   10    o 
To  Captain  H.  Warre, 

of  the  (hip  Mermaid,' 

for    the    freight,  of 

150,000!.   in    filvcr, 

from  .  London  •   to 

Hamburgh         — ^      ico    o    o 

January  14th.  ToJn.Brickwood,Efq. 

for  fundry  articles 
Ihipped  by  him  for 
the  troops  in  the 
Bermudas  -:-    '     grs  17     j 

19th.  To  the  rcprefentattves 
of  the  late  Brigadier- 
general  Simon  Frafcr, 
for  the  extra  price 
paid  for  (hoes  fur- 
niflied  to  the  brigade 
under  his  command, 
in  America,  in  the 
year    1777        _        130    o    • 


DEBATES.  I07 


,Dates  ot 
AVarrants. 


January  20th.  To  F.  North,  Efq.  Se- 
cretary of  Staie  in 
'  the  kingdom  of  Cor- 
fica,  for  the  cxpencea 
oi  'the  paffagc'  and 
journ  y  of  himiclf 
^nd  fut^;,  to  take 
upon  hiirieif  the  du- 
ties of  his  office     —     300     o    • 

January  26th.  To    V.     Jones,     Efq, 

commiflary     of    ac- 
counts of  the  forces  • 
in   the    Weft   Indies 
for  the  contingencies 
of  his  office        —         500    o    • 

February  2d.    To  Lieutenant-colonel 

C.  f^Jcibitt,  to  pro- 
vide himfelf  with  an 
equipage,  as  commir> 
iary  and  infped^or  of 
foreign  troops  in  the 
pay  of  Great  Britain  4*0  b  • 
14th.  To  Jn.  Turner,  Efq, 
for  the  belance  on 
account  of  articles 
(hipped  by  him  for 
Upper  Canada     —  ^    259     i     3 

March  6tlu  To    MciTrs.    Cox    and 

Greenwood,  for  the 
expeoce  of  providing 
fundry  light  dragoon 
horfe  appointments, 
for  the  fervice  of  th<; 
ifland  of  St.  Do- 
mingo —  6«8oi  I J  • 
To  Lieutenant-general 
Rainsford,  for  the 
extra  contingent  ex- 
pences  of  the  regi- 
ments at  Gibraltar, 
from  25th  June  to 
24th  December  1 7^4  3;  16  7 
2ift.  To  the  holder  of  a  bill, 
drawn  by  Captain 
Wilfon,  of  the  artil- 
lery, for  ihe  fubfif- 
tence  of  a  corps  of 
ieafaring  men,  raifed 
for  the  defence  of  the 
garrifonof  Nieaport       56    9    % 


Sol 


PARLIAMENTARY 


[COMIIORS. 


Dates  of 

Warrants. 

April  29tii    To  Wm.  Merry,  £fq,  for 

Hb  Majefty's  propor- 
tion of  71 8§  chal- 
drons of  coab  re- 
ceived at  Gibraltar  i,iij  15  6 
To  Major-general  A. 
Clarke,  to  provide 
himfelf  with  an  equi- 
page, as  General  and 
Commander  in  Chief 
on  a  fecret  expedition  i»oo6    o    #> 

May  5th.    To  Major-ffeneral  Cay* 

ler,  for  nis  expences 
in  inipe6ting  the 
troops  and  b«rracka 
in  the  Leeward  and 
Charibbee     lOands. 


^    firom  1789  to  1793 
To  Captain  G.  Moore.  ^ 
of  the   (hip   SyreOy 
for    the  freight    ^i 
loo^oocJ.  in  filver> 
from  the   Nore»  to 
Mr.  Commiffary-ge- 
neral  Watfon,  on  the 
Continent 
'  15th.  To  Wm.  Merry^  Efq. 
for  extra  charge  of 
freight  and  infuradce 
on  718I  chaldrons  of 
coals     received     at 
Gibraltar 
June  zd.    To    Ja«««    Newland, 
Amftant  Commiflary 
to  the  forces  on  the. 
Continent,  for  coals 

furchafed  by  him  in 
iolland  for  the  ufe 
of  the  faid  forces  -— 
To  James  Willis,  Confol 
at  Senegambia,  to  be 
applied  to  the  forming 
a  military  eftabliin- 
^entinAfnca  - 
2  2d.  To  Compte  Wall,  the 
General  commanding 
the  cavalry  in  the 
Prince  de  Conde's 
army,  to  enable  him 
to  return  to  his  com- 
maild 


509    o    o 


—  13;     O     Q 


—        1,671    ^    7 


957  »S    9 


M99    9    » 


—    —         250    O    0 


REBATES..  8091 


t     I 


Dates  of 

Warrant! 

July  13th    To  Monfiear  V.  p.  Ma-  .,      ' 

louct,  for  his  outfit        *:  **    •  •  .    ** 

and  expences  in  pro- 
ceeding to  the  ifland 
of  Su  Domingo,  to  '  ^ 

concert  meafures  in 
conjunction  with  the 
Spanilh  Government  C04.  11  o 
23d.  ToC.  Mafon,  Commif. 
faiy  of  AccooDts  of 
the  army  on  the  Con- 
tinenty  for  the  contin- 
gencies of  his  office  1,000  o  o 
Auguftiid,    ToLe  Marquis  deBouillie 

for  demands  which 
arofe  in  the  ifland  of 
Guadaloupe  during 
the  command  of  Sir  C.  • 

^^^y     —  —    ,    204 II  o 

^  To  Le  Marquis  de  Bou- 

zolz,  for  ditto  which 

arofe  in  the  ifland  of  *  • 

St.  Domingo  during 
%the  command  of  Sit 
A^Wil^iamfon    —        204  no 
27th.    To  Sir  R.  Abercromby,  ^ 
K«  B.  to  provide  him- 
felf  with  an  equipage^ 
as  General  and  Coitf- 
mander  in  Chief  intbe , 
Weft  Indies^— -^    '*S*oo    00 
Oaober2ift.  To  V.JctoesKfq.  faper-       •       -  ^ 

intenfait  and  director*  ^ 
of  f<M|;e,  provifions, 
neceffaries,  and  ex  tra- 

ordinaries  of  the  army  , 

in  thel:*cwiirdlflands, 
by  way  of  i  mpreft,  and 
upon  account  -«-  — .    5*5  ^7    o    o 

May  9th.    For  the  pay  of  the  Gcnfcrai  and  Staff  ^ 

Offcers,  and  officers  of  the  hofpi- 

)  tal.ferving  with  the  forces  atToulon, 

from  feverai  periods  to  the  24tb 

December  1 703  1.418    on 

Oftobcr  8th.  To  M;  G.  CarlJton,  for 

half  a  year's  allow*  / ' 

ance,  to  the  24th  Jane 
1 794,  as  Governor  of 
the  Province  of  New 
Bnmfwick  ^       — >•     2  co    o '  o  - 
Vot.  XLIII.  .        5  L       - 


txo  PARLIAMENTARY  [Cokmovs. 


Dttesof 

Warranti. 

O&aba  i5tb.  tV>  tlie  Eirl  of  Bakar. 

fats  fi>r  the  difleitnce 
between  the  jptf  of 
commandant  in  Jer« 
fey,  and  a  Major 
Greneral  with  one  Aid 
deCamp»  from  aift 
Fd>ruary  to  24th  June 

1794  —       _        176    S    9 
NoTember  a6tfa.  To  T.Watfon.for  173 

days  pa^,  aa  Ai&iiant 

Comnuf&xy  to   the 

forces  in    the  Weft 

Indies^  to  ift  Anguft 

179X    —       —  68    S    o 

To  Jolm  Craigie,  Efq. 

for  1461  daysdittOy 

as  ConunifTaiy  of  the 

Army  in  Canada,  to 

24th  June  1794  —    tt09S  15    Q 
To  ditto,  for  1461  days 

additional    pay,  ^-as 

fiorekeeper  general  in 

ditto,  to  ditto        —      365   jg    o 
Deeember  3d*  To  the  reprefentatives  of 

CaptainA.Sutherlaod, 

for  126  days  pay,  as 

bridge  mafter  to  the 

forces  on  the  Contin- 
•  ent»  to  28th  OAober 

1795  —        —  .     59  »S    * 
3  lit    ToCoionelWhyte,forioy 

days  pay,  as  a  Brin- 

dier  General  at  at. 

Domingo,   to    24th 

Decembier  1794  —        149    j  10 

-  To  T.Kcate,Elq.for  36^ 

days  ditto,  as  infoec- 

tor  of  regimental  nof« 

i)itals,to  24th  Decern* 

ber  1794        —     — .    17a  17    6 

To  John  Gunning,  Efq. 

for  365  days  ditto,  as 

Surgeon  General  to 

the  forces,  to  ditto -«    51S  12    6 

'795 
January  «th.    To  Sir  W.  Fawcett  ICB. 

for   183  days  addi-  . 
donal  pay,  as  Adju- 
tant General,  to  ditto      693     7  XI 


DEBATES  8it 


Datetof 
Wamnti* 


To  lieatenant  Genenl 

Morrifon/or  1  S3  days 

additiotial   ditto,    as 

Qaaxter  Mliler  Gene- 

raf,  to  ditto  —  693  7  *' 
To  ditto*  for  36c  dajs 

pa/ of  1^  two  affiftants 

as  ditto  to  ditto  -^  172  17  6 
a6tb.    To  V.  Jones,  Efq.  for  303 

days  pay,  as  Commif- 

(ary  of  Accouots  of 

the  foices  in  the  Weft 

Indies,   to  the  31ft 

Auguft  1794.  —  606  o  • 
tSth^    For  the  pay  ot  affiftant 

Commiflaries  of  jthe 

army  under  command 

of  the  Dukeof  Yodc, 

frpm  fundry  periods 

to    a4th    Decembir 

February  i6th«  To  James  Lawne,  Efq. 

for  half  a  year's  allow* 

ance»  to  lift  Decem« 

ber  1 794»as  late  fuper* 

intendantf  &c.  on  the 

Mofquito  Shore  —  zjo  o  o 
a6tll»    ToA.C.P.Lambert»for 

one  quarter's  fdary, 

toiothFebruary  170$ 

as  Prefident  of  the 

fttperior  court  of  the 

ifland  of  St.  Domingo     6^5    o    o 
To  W.  J.  Eppcs.  Efq. 

for  36jf  days  pav,  as 

Comnuflary  at  New« 

fonndland,  to    x«th 

Oa<^r  1794       —       91    J    o 
MaKb  19th.    To  L.  Mackintoflt,'  for 

1 83  davs  pay,  as  Affif- 

tant  Commiiflary   to 

the  forces  m  the  Weft  ^ 

India,  to  34th  De« 

cember  1794       —         45  'S    •* 
April  1 5th.    To  Sir  Lucas  Pepjrs  for 

274  davs  additional 

pay  ,as  pnyfician  gene- 
ral, to  14th  Decem- 
ber r794       —    —      129  If    i 

To  Major  Hency  Hal- 

dane^  %  3^5  ^^ 


feia  PAltltlAMElkTARY  [Commow. 


Dates  of 
Warrants. 

■ 

pay,  asQuarter  Mailer 

General  of  the  forces 
in  the  Eaft  Indies,  to 
30th  Novemberi  794'      365     o    o 
To  Sir  Jerome  Fitzpat- 
rick,  for    108    days 
ditto,  as  infpcAor  of 
licalth,  to '24th  Dc* 
ceinbcri794     '   —        '204  I2     2 
May  6th.    To  D.  F  afcr,  late  Cap- 
tain in  the    Queen's 
American     Rangers, 
fpT  one  jegr's  aUbw- 
ancc,  toyift  Decem- 
ber 1 794,  for  his  Ipng    . 
.fervices  prior  to  tjic  late  war  40    b    p 
To  the  Earl  of  Balcarras, 
for  the  diffcrcnbe  be-  \ 
tween  the  p^xsf  com- 

xoandant  in  jcHcy,and  " 

a  Mijbr  General,  with  • 
one   Aid  de    Camp, 
from   25th    June  to 
23d  Oftober  1J94  171    18  .  5 

14th  To  R.  White,  Efq.  for  two 
yeara^  allowance,  to 
the  ift  April  1794,  as 
bte  agent  for  theHon- 
duras  diftrid  ! —  .  — '  600  q  *  q 
27th.  .  To  Captain  James  Mefe. 
calfe,  for  bis  pay,  as 
Capjain  of -a  company 
'  of  volunteers  in  the  . 

TowerHamlets*,  from 
ift  Auguft  i7f^4  *to 
23d  April  1 79  J     r^^       56    o    g- 
29th.    TqAvM.  Browne,  Efq.,    * 
for  245  drtys  pay,  as  ''   • 
barrack  maftcrof  the 
ifland  of  St,  Vincent's 
to  2ift  April  179;^  —     ^3     10    6 
June  3d.     To  Captain  John  A ber- 
cromby.  wr  98  days 
pay,  *as  Major  of  Bri- 
gade on  the  Continent 
to   ift  April   1794    —    46"    8     6 
To  Major  General  A, 
Rofi,  for  3  6  ^  da>'s  pay 
as  Adjuttiht  General 
in  the  Faft  Indies,  to 
24th  Oiflobtr  1794  -:-  365     6     6 


.  i 


f  X 


isn^w^r  ^z 


Bates  of 

Warrant!. 


#  •«««■•  «4 


/ 


.'••^  ^• 


L' 


To  MajorGeneralGcfl Jt 

worthy,  for  44'  dayf 

ditto*  as  Major  Gene^    ' 

ral,  with  one  Aid  i^ 

,  Camp,  to  a7th  Stp-. 

•  tcmber  1794    —  -1-    104^  3  it 
June  loth.   To   lictitcnant    Colonel  *  . ,     • 

Moore,for  half-year's  •^••si 

allowance,    to     24th'  '  ^ 

March  1795,  for  his  ' 

lonefcrvipcs,  pakicu- *   ' 
fatly  doting  the  ITeee 
-     -t-v    f  •        of  Gibraltar  — 

24th*    To  F.'Hbihe,^fq.  for  99 ' 
days  pay,  as  furgeoix 
to  the  forces,  to  24th 
December  1704'    ■*- 
25th.    To  SftC\  Glrioh,  for  97 
days    allowance, '  sis 
Governor  of  St.Lncia ' 
to  loth  July  1794'    -^    291     o    o 
Jmly  ift .    To  Sir  W.  Fawcett,^K.  B. 

for  182    daysadtiii    

tional  pay,  as  Adju.  •       ' 
tant-'genfcraif,  to  24th     •     .  "•        ' 
'  June  1795        ^*    /     6$9  tz    t 
loth.    For  the  pay  of  affiftant  ' 

commiflaries    to  tlie       ~  ^ 

.     ^  ,     _       firitlfh  irmy  on  tKc^      *  v .  •  - 
•     "        *     Xohlinent,    fbif  127 
ftays,  to  30th  ^Aprn 


♦  1    •  ••   « 


. '    .  •'' 

• 

'T 

s          « 

46  17  i 

, 

T^----'-^^  ^''  '  "^ 


18th.  To  B.  Watfon,  E(q.  for 
182  days  pay,  as  fa- 
perintendaut  and  di- 
rector of  forage;  pro- 
tiiiohs, '  and  necefla- 
ries,  and  extraordina- 
ries  of  the  army  6n  the 
Con  tinent,to  i  ftMarch 


} 


,?L -^■-    "• 


29th.    To  j.  Radcliffe.  fdr  2  rf  * ' 
flays* pav,  as  Adjtltant 
of  the  Sncfficld  Volun- 
teers, to  24th  Decem- 
ber 1794    —  •     — '    •  69  '3    o 
Auguft  4th.    To  Sir  C.  Gordon',  for  8 

days    allowance,     as     ' 

Governor  of  St.Ltxcia 

t6  i8th}ufy  1794  —       24    b    0 


tt4  PARUAAffiJTTARY         [Commwi. 

Dites'of 

Warrants. 

September  sdt 


3^3  days  pay,  at  com. 
minary  for  maftering 
the  Hanoverian  foroet 
in  the  pay  of  Great 
Bntain^  to  joth  Joly 
'  J79C  —  .—  ^6  ®  ® 
iMbbetaifi*  l^oLMackintoih,  for 

140  days  pay,  a*8  affif- 
tant  commtttkry  in  the 
Wef^  Indies,  to  zift 
Augaft  1 79y        —       60    o   o 


;f anont  i4tb#   ToMeflrs.Adaoi^andHodge«onac- 

coont  for  the  balance 

of  ftores  dcEvered  by 

them  fo t  the  troops  at 

NetleyCarop  —  1,267  5  i^ 
Febmary  ^8th.  To  MeiTK.  Catlera,  for 

fupplies  deUvered  by 

them  to  the  army  up- 

der  the  command  of 

the  EarlofMoira/romi 

a3d  loly  to  24ih  De- 
cember 1794  —  9,626  6  J 
AngiSL  I  ith.  To  ditto,  for  ditto  fer- 

yice,  fromajth  De- 
cember 1794  to  ,Sth 

June  1795     —       19,082    2    7 

1794.  _     , 

November  26th.  To  Meflrs.  Adams.and  Hodge,  for  the 

balance  of  their /ac- 
count for  fupplyinr 
bread,  forage,  wood, 
and  ftraw  to  the  forces 
encamped  in  the  year 
1793        —         —        30    I    6 

'795" 
February  24th.  To  ditto,  on  account 

for  a  balance  on  their 
contradl  for  fupplying 
the    homp    encamp- 
ments       —   '    -1-  20,754  1 1    o 
May  14th.  To  Meffrs.  Adams  and 

Wclsford,  for  fupply- 
ing. bread,  forage, 
wood,  and  Rraw  to 
the  forces  encamped  , 
in  the  fouthien  dif- 
^^» '  yW  ""  30,000  c  o 
July  14th.    To  ditto,  formtto.lervicc  40,000    g   o 


Ht*74  "5    • 


«9.975  «4    * 


DEBATES,  «ts 


Dates  of 

Warrants- 


September  I4tb*  To  Meflrs.  Adams 

and  Wclsfor^,  for 
fupplying  bread, 
forage,  wood,  and 
ilraw  to  the  forces 
^  encamped  in  the 
fduthem    diftrid^ 

1795        —        50>«^    <»    ^  o  ^ 

May  a9th.    To  C.  Lance,  for  fop 

plying  bread,  ro- 
rage,  wood,  and 
ilraw,  to  the  forces 
encamped  ia  tbe 
northern  fifind^, 
1795  i^--^-  8,oo#  -0    # 

AagufiStb.    To^R.  BiiTet,   Efq. 

for  ditto  fervice    la^ooo    o    • 
September  xft.    To  ditto,  fbnlittofer- 

vice        —  S>ooo    o    o 

Ofiober  ^d.    To  ditto,  for  dittoier- 

vice  •—        6iOoo    o    o 

Jlinei6th.    To  W,  Fettes,  for 

fupplying  breadyfo- 

rage,    wood,   and 

ftraw,  to  the  forces 

encamped  in  North 

Britain,  179;  4»ock>  o  o 
September  xft.    Toditto,  fordiuofer- 

vice  -—  4,000  o  o 
October  aSth.    To  ditto,  for  ditto  fer- 

rice  —      4,000    o    o 

Odtober  X5th.    To  the  Earl  of  Bal- 

carra8,forb&thorfes 
for  the  63d  regiment 
of  foot,  fenrmg  on 
the  continent  $8$  18    • 

To  the  Colonels  of 
fundry  corps,  for       ^ 
additional  bat  hor&l 
for  their  refoedlire 
regimentSy  ierring 
on  ditto        — -      iffO$8    "8    • 
Asd.    To  the  Colonels  of 
fundiy  corps  ormi« 
litia,  for  ba{[gage 
horfes  for  their  re* 
fpedtite  corps,  or« 
dered  to  talce  the 
field  -*       a,89a  t^   • 


8{6:  PARLIAMEKF^Y  [Commovs. 

Date^  of 

Warf^ants. 

To  the  Colonefs  of 

fundry    pegiments 

of  foot,  for  bagg^age 

and  forage  money 

for  their  refpe^ve 

regimentSy  ordered 

to  take  the  field     XI9I31     £    m 
To  the,  Colonels  of 
4-      %  '  fundiy  corps p/mi- 

litia,  for  ditto,  for .    . 

the  augmentations 

to  their  fc^pc&ivfi 

corps  —  S96    {    9 

To  the  Colonels  of        , 

fundry    corps    of     ^  \  ^ 

ffncible    cavalry» 

for  bageage  horleS'     .      -        * 

fpr  their  icfpe6tive 

corps,   ordered  to 

t^c  the  field.     '    1,757  14  .  o 
To  the  Colonels,  of     * 

the  ^th  And  22d  .  . 
o    r       '^      regiments  of  dra- 
goons, for  ditto  for  /  I 

the  faid  regiments,  | 

ordered  to  take. thf 

field'  .~  7j6    o    o 

To  the  Colonel  of  the  i 

S,8th  rcgiineot  of 

foot,  for  bat  horfet 

fpr  the  faid  regi- 
ment,   ferving  on  I 

t{\e  coniioeot        .     585    o    • 
•    c     w         .  To.fll^ttQ,    for  addi- 
tional   bjit  horfcs 

for  ditto  regiment      189    o    o 
To  the  Co)onels  of 

fundry    regi(r,cots 

qffopt,  for.batand 

blanket  horfes  for 

their  refpedive  re- 
giments,   ordered 

on  fervice  if470    ^    O 

a6th.    To   Major  General 

§[an^,  for  addition- 
bit  horfcs  for  the 
cth  regiment  of 
dragoon  guards  1x3    8    # 

KoT»iitIi«    To  the  Colonels  of 

fundry    regimeoits 
offoot,forbaggsy|[e  , 


DEBATES. 


817 


Datci  of 
Warrant!. 


19th. 


December  lOth. 


31(1. 


Fcbxuary  ajth* 


264  12    a 


and  fora^  money 

for  their  rct'pcdtivc 

regiments,  ordered 

to  take  the  field       1,61315     d 

To  the  Colonels  of 
fundry  corps  of 
cavalry,  for  bflt 
horfcs  for  detach* 
ments  of  their  rc- 
Tpc£i'ivc  corps,  or- 
dered on  foreign 
fervice        793  x6    Q 

To  the  CoIoneU  of 
fundry  ditto,  for 
additional  bat  horf* 
•cs  for  their  refpec- 
tivc  regiments^  or- 
dered on  ditto  ' 
To  the  Colonels  of 
fundry  corps  of 
militia,  for  an  al- 
lowance on  taking 
the  field,  being  the 
^d  year  of  their  en- 
campment     -^      x,o88 

To  Lieutenant  Ge- 
neral Lufcelles,  for 
b4t  horfes  for  the 
8rh  regiment  of 
dragoons,  ferving 
on  the  continent 

To  ditto,  for  addi- 
tional ditto,  for 
ditto  rei^iment 

To  the  Colonels  of 
fundry  regiments 
of  foot,  for  bit 
horfes  for  their  re- 
fpe£liye  regiments, 
ordered  on  foreign 
fervice        -«  840    o 


To  Major  General 
De  Lancev,  for 
foragei  as  mrrack 
Mafter  General,  on 
taking  the  field, 
&c.  tn  the    year 

1794 


4    o 


N  \ 


Ji9    4    o 


170    3    • 


96  18    j 


Vot.  XLIIL 


5M 


Bi8  PARLIAMENTARY  [Commohs. 

Dates  of 
Warrants. 


,  Ta  the  Cotoneli  of 
fundry,  regiment* 
of  foot,  for  bag- 
gage and  forage 
inohey  for  their  rc- 

fpedive  regiments,  , 

ordered  oU  foieign 

fervice  —     1,631     5    • 

May  18th.     To  the  General  |ind 

Staflf    Officers    in 

North  Britain,  in 

con  fide  ration      of 

their    not    having         ^ 

drawn  forage  in  the 

campaign  1793  364    6    6 

June  ad.     To   Major^  General 

Drummond,     for 

200    days    forage 

money,  as  a  Major 

General,  with  dtie 

Aid  de  Camp,  in 

the  year  1794  133    ©    • 

To  Colonel  Myddle- 

ton,  to  complete  the 

allowance  of  bag- 
gage   and    forage 

money  for  the  Den- 
bigh militia,  order- 
ed to  uke  the  field      63  18    o 
Jnly  X3th.    To  the  Colonels  of 

fundry  regtment%^ 

for    baggage    and 

forage  for  their  re- 

fptdtive  regiment?, 

ordered  on  foreign 

fervice        —        JA^t     5    a 
Toditto,for  bUt  horfes 

for  ditto  regiments  2,340    o    • 
July  X9th.     To  Baron  Montalam- 

bert,  for  baggage 

tind  forage  money 

for  a  regiment  of 

foot,  for  fervice  in 

St.  Domingo  ^yO^i'  $    o 

Toditto,  forbit  bodes 

for  ditto  regiment     2100     • 
To  the  Colonels  of 

fundry  regiments, 

for    baggage    and 

forage   money  for 

their  refpe^iTr  re* 


DEBATES. 


819 


Dates  of 

Warr^nli 


giit)entSt    ordered 
to  take  the  field      3A3^     5 
To  the  Colonels  of 
"  fundry.  regiments, 
for  baggage  horlcs 
for  their  refpcdivc 
regiments,  ordered 
to  take  the  field      3,^13 
To  Colonel  de  Char- 
milly,      for     bAt 
horfes  for  a  regi- 
ment of  light  dra- 
goons, for  fervlcc 
•  in  Stf  Domingo 
Auguft  5th.     To  ditto,  for  baggage 

horfes  for  ditto  re- 
giment 


o    o 


210    00 


—  100    o    o 


January  14th. 


April  I  Jth, 
May  6th, 


29th. 


Augufi  5th. 


To  Meffrs.  J.  and 
S.  Trotter,  for 
providing  camp 
neceiTaries,  hofpi- 
tal  bedding,  &c. 
for  the  ufc  of  the 
forces        —       68,685  II     3 

Th  ditto,  for  ditto 

.    feryices     —        34»*37  *^     * 

To  ditto,  for  camp 
neceiTaries  for  the 
militia        —       10,935     3     4 

To  ditto,  for  hofpi- 
tal  bedding  for  the 
ufe  of  the  forces    18,705     5     6 

To  ditto,  for  wag- 
gons provided  by 
them  for  the  army 
on  the  continent     3,508     3    4 

To  John  Trotter, 
Efq.  for  provid- 
ing camp  neceiTa- 
ries for  the  ufe  of 
the  forces  *iv079    *    6 


June  3d,  'To  Colonel  Myddle- 
ton,  for  accoutre- 
ments for  the  aug- 
mentation to  the 
Denbigh  militia  ^ 
To  Sir  R.  Worfley, 
for  ditto  for  aji 
augmentation  to 
the  South  Hamp- 
ihire  ditto 


152  x8    4 


9a  x8    6 


47«73S    7  " 


i57»«4t 


2    o 


14 


820 


PARLIAMENTARY 


[CoM|4<>yS^ 


Dates  of 

Warrants. 


To  Colonel  Pochin, 
fur  die  to  for  an  aug- 
mentation to  the 
Leiccfter  ditto 

To  the  Earl  of  Ux- 
bridge,  for  ditto  for 
an  augmentation  to 

'     the  Stafford  ditto 


^9  '7 


loth.     To  Captain  J.  Po 
ham,  for  ditto 


77     4 


T 
for 


the    augmentation 
toihelllc  of  Wight 
^  militia         «— 

17th.  To  the  Earl  of  Rad- 
nor, for  ditto  for 
anaugmentation  to 
the  Berkfliire  ditto 
July  I  ft.  To  the  rcprefenta- 
tives  of  the  late 
ColonelSawbridge,' 
for  dirio  for  an  aug- 
mentation to  the 
Eaft  Kept  4itto 


January  8th. 


65  14 


^S 


14     0 


19T   17     o 


To  Jas.  Window,    Efq.    agent  to 
the    Infpc^or    General    ot    regi- 
mental   infirmaries,     on    account 
of    contingent    difburfements   for 
'  hofpitals  :?»ooo     o    o 

February  nth,  Toditto,  for  ditto  fervice  a,o«o 
March  6th.  Toditto, for djito fervice  2,000 
31ft.  To  ditto,  for  ditto  fervice  4,000 
April  ijih.  Toditto,  for  ditto  fervice  4,000 
29th.  To  ditto,  for  ditto  fervice  ;,ooo 
JVIay  29th.  Toditto,  for  ditto  fcrr  ice  B,ooo 
July  29th.  To  ditto,  for  ditto  fervice  5,000 
Auguft  5th.  To  ditto,  for  ditro  fervice  5,000 
Scptcm.   I  ith^  To  ditto,  for  ditto  fcrvic^  S^COQ 
Odtober  Z4th.  To  ditto,for  ditto  fervice  jo,ooo 


o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 


o 
o 

o 

Q 

o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 


716     3     6 


To  pay  a  bill  of  ex- 
change, drawn  by  the 
Royal  Bank  of  Scor- 
\  .land,  for  one  year's 
allo\¥ance,  to  Chrift-  • 
mas  I794>  for  fur- 
nffliing  fpccie  to  th<} 
troops  in  Scotland,  &c« 
January  X4tb.  To  Lord  A.  Gordon, 

for  fo  much  expend- 
ed by  hiro  on  divers 
dccahons  in  North 
Britaio^  in  x  79^ 


•r 


52,000     o     q 


454  19    o 


39^ 


9 


DEBATES. 


9%i 


D^tes  of 

Warraots* 

February  jith.To  John  Geddcii  Efq. 

for   ncccfl'aries,    &c. 

for  the  ufc  of   the 

forces  in  North  Bri- 
tain, for  the  year  1794  4, 594    9    6 
March  25th,     To  Lord  A.  Gordon, 

lor  the  march  of  a 

party  of  Argyllflii.c 

voluntecn,  in  conic- 

<|uencc  of  a  mutiny 

in  the  ill  battalion  of 

the  Breadalbade  fen- 

ciblcs  -—- 

Auguft  5th  •    To  R,  B.  Henderfon, 

Efq.   for   extra   ex- 

pences  for  oatmeal. 

Sec.  furniHied  to  the 

forces  in  garriibn  in 

North  Britain,  from 

ift  July  1792,1031(1 

Pecember  1794 


H3    3    « 


886  16     2 


3.379    7 


—  1 24*432    o 


96,490 
68,000 


o    o 


o    o 


35,000    o 


Advanced  to  M.  G.  De  Lancev,  Bar- 
rack Matter  G  encral,  tow4  rds  erect- 
ing of  barracks  for  cavalry  and  in- 
I  fantry  in  Great  Britain        —  2q6,8i2    o    <i 

To  provide  bedding,  furniture,  uten- 

£l€,  coals,  candles,  beer,  &c.  for 

ditto,  in  barracks  in  Great  Britain, 

Guernfey,  and  Jcrfcy        — 
For  the  purchafe  of  toragt  for  the 

cavalry  in  barracks  — 

To  provide  barracks  for  the  troops  in 

the  idand  of  St«  Domingo 
Towards  eredling  and  providing  hof- 

pitals  for  the  ufe  of  the  tK>op$ 
March  iQth.  To  G.  Gamier,  Efq. 

Apothecary- general, 

for    mcdicmes,     &c. 

Supplied  for  the  ufe  of 

the  army,  from  the 

id    January   to   the 

5th  July  1794, 
Auguft  15th,  To  ditto,  for  ditto  fup- 

plied  from  5th  J uly  to 

3  jtt  December  1794  14>S^4  ^9    ^ 

179/^.  ■■      -'     ■■■ 

February  14th  .To   Lieutenant-colonel 

Mackenzie,  for  knap- 

facksfofthe  78th  regi- 

n^entoffoot  —      364    1     o 


13.756    9    2 


28,281     8    2 


tn 


PARJLIAMENTARY 


[CoMMOKi. 


Dares  of 

Warrants* 


March  6th.  To   LieuteDant«colonel 

Berresfordy  for  ditto, 
for  the  124th  ditto 
14th.  To  Captain  Wm.  Afhe, 
for  aittOy  for  his  late 
independent  conapany 

,   of  foot 
KoYcmberiSth.To  Major-general  £d- 

meiton,  for  ditto,  fpr 
the  9  cth  foot 

To  the  Duke  of  Atholl, 
'  for  ditto^  for  the  Manx 

femcibles 

To  Colonel  Graham,  for 
ditto*  for  the  90th  re* 
giment  of  foot 

To  the  Marquis  of 
Huntly,  for  diuo* 
for   the    lootb   ditto 

To  Major-general  Bui- 
four,  for  ditto,  for 
the  93d  ditto. 

To  Mujor  B;ilfour»  for 
ditto,  for  the  Orkney 
and  Shetland  fenciblcs 

To  Sir  Jas.  Grantf  for 
ditto,  for  the  97th 
regiment  of  foot 

To  Major-general  Camp* 
bell,  for  ditto,  for  the 
1 16th  ditto 


J24  18    6 


—  —  31    16     9 


37«  ^^    « 


—         --         114      3      $ 


Jnnc 


^  17th. 


3«S    8    o 


365    8    o 


378  1?    o 


7a  13    6 


36$    8    o 


224  18    6 


2,043    ®    • 


January  7th.  To  Wm.  Gorton,  Efq. 

for  providing  a  tabic 
.  for  the  officers  of  the 
Foot  and  Life  Guards 
on  duty  at  St.Jame&'s 
&c.  from  the  2$th 
September  to  24th 
December  1794 
May  isth/ Toditto,  for  providing 

ditto,  from  25th  Dc- 
rf.mber  1 794  to  24th 
March  1795 

''7Q5. 
Auguit  7th.  To  Lieutenant-general  Elphinffone,  for 

camp  ncceiferies  for  the  5  3d  regiment 
1 794*  of  fnofj  fortb^  year  1793 

Auguft  r3tb.  To  JMcfirf,  Eyre  and  Strahah,  for  pa- 
per an(J  printing,  &c.  revcrtl  ads  of 
l'it<li.i:i)ent  for  the  ufc  of  thc«rm.y. 


2,039  »7  ^ 


2,884  10  9 


4,082  17  o 


249  14  10 


491  7  8 


DEBATES,  823 


Dates  of 
Warrants. 


October  29th.  To  MrfTrs.  J.  and  R.  Saucf^  for  the 

lofs    they    fuftained    by   the  brig  ' 

Mary,  hired  to  convey  recruits  from 

Duncannon  Fort  to  Chatham,  being 

ilrandcd  in  a  ilonn  *^  -—  161  10    • 

November  1 9th.  To  SirH.  W.  Dalrymple,  G)nimaQ- 

dant  iit  Chatham  barracks^  for  the 

general  account  of  his  expenditutcs 

iw  fix  months,  to  24rfa  June  1794.  19871  16     5 

Becembenoth.To  Major-general    Cuyler,  for   the 

hire  of  ground  for  the  encampments  ^ 

1795.  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Portfmouth  yc     j     7 

January  2d.  To  Mclfrs.  R.  and  J.  Chalk,  for  ditto, 

for  encam|Mng  the  £ail  Mlddlefex 

militia,  in  the  year  1794    •  $3     3^ 

January  6th.  To  Jofiah  Dornford,  Efq.  CommiCTiry 

of  Accounts  to  the  force  under  the 

command  of  the  £arl  of  Moira,  for 

the  contingencies  of  his  office  500    O    O 

7th«  To  Lieutenant*colonel  Amherft,  for  his 

contingent  expenccs,  as  Deputy oad- 

jut^nt  Generul,  from  25th  June  to 

24th  December  1794  78     |    o 

To  Licutenant«>gcneral  Morrifon,  for 

ditto,    as  Quarter- mafter  General^ 

from  ditto  to  ditto  234    4    a 

To  Lieutenant-colonel  Morrifon,  for 

his  ditto,  as  Deputy-quarter-mafter 

Gei»era1,  from  a^th  December  1793 

to  24th  December  1 794  i  J4    4    • 

*  «th.  To  Sir  Wm.  ?awcett,  K.  B.  for  the 

contingent  expences  of  the  office  of 

Adjutant-general,  from  25th  June  to 

24th  December  1794         •—        —  165   .^    <k 

J9th.  To  L.  Morfe,  Efq.  Secretary  to  Lord 

Am  herd,  for  his  contingent  dilburfe- 

ipeuts,  from  Midfummer  to  Chrifl- 

mas  1794  —  — •  69J    %    • 

Ta  Thos.  Wright,  Printer  of  "  The 

Hue  and  Cry,  and  Police  Oaiette,** 

for  advertiiing  deferters  between  the 

3d06)ober  and  28th  Decemberi  794  109    9    ' 

To  the  Reverend  Wm*  Wilnot,  for 

one  year's  rent  of  the  Minifler's  houfe 

ill  the  Savoy,   to  24th  December 

1794,  hired  for  the  ufe  of  the  ^rcea  4a     2    • 

February  I  ith*  To^  Colonel  Yorke,  for  necef&ries  fur< 

nilhed  for  the  forces  in  .the  Tower^ 

from  Lady  Day  to  Midfummcr  1794  a  18  11     f 


8h 


PARLIAMENTARY 


[Commons* 


Datcfs  of 
Warrants. 

i6th.  To  Wm.  Mitford,  Efq.  in  rciiiibnrfe- 
mcnt  of  money  advanced  by  order  of 
the  Lords  of  the  Trcafury  to  two  Ad- 

ing-altiibnt    Coni\miliaries    on    the 
Continent  —  — 

27th,  To  the  Duke  of  Richmond,  to  be  by 
him  paid  over  to  fundry  perfons,  for 
expcnces  incurred  during  the  en« 
campmcntft  in  1794 
,  28th.  To  Sir  A.  WilUamfon,  K:  B.  in  rc- 
imburfement  of  the  fees  andexpences 
•  on  his  creation^  at  a  Knight  of  the 
Bath  —      *  —        /— 

March  6th.  To  Lord  G.  H.  Lennox,  for  contin- 
gent expenc^s  incurred  by  him,  as 
General,  commanding  in  the  Wcftcrn 
idiflri^,  from  25th  January  179}  to 
24th  December  1794- 
To  Mr.  G.  Cuyler,  for  extra  expen- 
ces,  as  a  M:ijor-general  ferving  in 
Great  Britain,  in  the  pear  1794 
, April  fft.     ^9  Lieutenant-general  Morrifon,  for 

the  contingent  expencesof  the  AililK 
ants  to  the  Quarier-niafler  General, 
in  looking  for,  reportinei  furreying, 
and  marHing  out  grounds  for  the  ep- 
campments  in  1 794 


i79f 


April  15th.  ToNfcffrs.  Eyre  and  Strahan,  for  print- 
ing, &c.  of  feveral  a6ts  of  Parlia- 
ment, for  the  ufe  of  the  army 

To  Alexr.  Rofs,  for  flannel  uraiftcoat$ 
and  drawers,  for  the  ufe  of  the  forces 

To  T.  Wright,  Printer  of  **  The  Hue 
and  Cry,     for  adfertiUng  deferters, 
between  the  2d  January  and   qth 
April -1 79^         —        — ,        — . 
29th.  To  T^  Rice,  Efq.  Surveyor  of  the 
Guards,  for  work  done  in  repairs,  Scc^ 
of  the  Foot  Guards*  rooms  ^nd  fut* 
lers,  Somerfet-houfe  barracks.  Re** 
cruit  Houfe,  &c.  in  (he  year  1793 
May  6ch.    To  the  reprefentattves  of  uieutetMint« 
colonel  Atowo*  late  Licutcaant-go- 
Ternor  of  Gvemfty,  for  rent  of  a 
houfe,  from  ajth  ]>6cember  1792  to 
X  7th  May  1793      —        —        — 
i6tlu  To  ComtedoBotheril,  ID  part  payment 
of  certain  articles  purchafed^by  hiro» 
which  haTc  been  applied  to  the  fer- 
▼ice  of  Oo?ernmeat« 


ICO     o    # 


—         —         ^.385  »7    o 


—  3S7  18    4 


^        —         618     17    4 


78     7 


—         —  740  XI    J 


582  13    ^ 
^^97     S    ^ 


tig  14    4 


1,492  17  w 


*3 


12 


^mm  .^  500 


0    0 


DEBATES.  ,  %2S 


Dates  of 
Warrantt. 


29th.  To  Robert  Home,  for  t|tvelve  drums 
and'two  fifes,  for  the  ufb  of  the  new 
Brunfwick  regiments  —        ^—  34    8    6 

June  I7tl].   To  L.  Morfe,  Efq.  for  carrying  on  for 

one  year,  to  Midfummer  X79C»  a 
progreffive  lift  of  commilEons  of  all 
the  officers  in  the  army  —  103    3    • 

30th.  To  Comtede  Botheril,  in  further  part 
payment  of  certain  articles  purchafed 
by  him,  which  have  been  applied  to 
the  fenrice  of  Government         ^—  200    o    • 

July  loth.    To  MeiTrs.  Bernard  and  Brookibank, 

for  accoutrements  fubplied  to  inde- 
pendent companies  of  invalids  3|8$i  16    • 

Auguftjth.  To'Sir  Wm.  Fawcett,  K.  B.  for  the 

contingent  expences  of  the  office  of 
Adjutant-general,  from  a 5th  Decem- 
ber 1794  to  a4th  June  1795  —  3'S  5  • 
14th.  To  the  Duke  of  Richmond,  tor  extra 
expences  of  himfelf  and  other  gene- 
ral officers,  for  hopfe  rent  and  forage, 
while  on  fervice  in  Great  Britain  ^7^'  15  3 
Date  of 

Secretary  at 
War*s  Letter. 


^m 


March  a6th.  To  T.  Rice,  Efq,  Surveyor  of  the 

Guards,  on  account  of  work  done  at 
Yorke  Hofpital,  Chelfea,  under  his 
dire^ion  —  —  —         6,000    o    o 

£ 

Towards  which  may  be  applied ; 
Caih  received  of  Meflrs. 
Harman,  Hoare,  and 
Co.  balance  of  their 
account  of  Pruffian 
fubfidy  ■       ■    2,603    9    ^ 


Caih  received  of  Hen  ry    , 

Barry,  Efq.  being  the 

balance   of   his  ac- 
count, as  Deputy  Pay- 

nafter  to  the  forces 

under  the  command  of 

the  Earl  of  Moira        ^>463     3  l«i 
Cafli  received  of  Meflrs. 

Boyd,  Benfield,  and 

Co«  in  repayment  of 

fundry  foms  advanc* 

edbyB.Watfi>o,£fq. 

V01.  XLIII.  5  N 


^26  PARLIAMENTARY,  $co. 


Datei  of 

Warraiirs* 


• 

CommiiTgry  Gqieral 
pf  the  army  on  the      •  , 

continent,  by  autho* 
rities  from   General 
CountClerfaye,Coni^ 
mander  in  Chief  of 
His  Majefty's  forces, 
for  Ac  ufe  of   the 
army  under  his  com* 
TOand,    purfuant    to 
His  Maje%*8  warrant 
ofa9thOaoberx795  JJcoOQ  0   o 
oavmgs  on   the  fums 
granted  for  the  army 
lenrice,  in  the  yean 
1794  and  1795       750,000    o    o 


War  Office, 
26th  November,  1 795.  yf^  WINDHAM. 
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DEBATES    AND    PROCEEDINGS 


IN    THX 


HOUSE    OF    COMMONS. 


V  O  L  U  M  t     XLIII. 


a 


Ad 


A. 


•DRESS  to  the  King  mored, 
£E>r  hii  fpeech  on  the  opening  of 
Parliamentf  4— Copy  of  the  Ad- 
dtdkf  jQ-^opy  of  the  Addreft 
to  His  Majefty  refpedting  the  in- 
fulc  oflfered  to  him  in  his  paflkge 
to  and  from  Parliament,  61— - 
Addrefs  roted  to  His  Majeily  for 
Ilia  meilage  refpe^ng  Colonel 
Cawthorne,  43^— For  his  mef- 
iage  on  the  fubjed  of  the  file  of 
Dutch  Prizes,  C9t — Debate  on 
the  addrefs  for  His  Majefty  *s  me^ 
fage  reipe£Hng  the  making  prori- 
£on  for  any  extraordinary  ez- 
pence  incurred  for  the  fervice  of 
the  enfutn|;  year,  651 
Arroy-*-Motion  for  a  return  of  the 
land  forces,  and  corps  of  Tolun« 
teer  yeomanry,  259— For  a  re- 
turn of  the  General  and  Staff 
Officers  underLord  M<Hra,Gount 
4'Artois,.  Jlrc,  261— Army  efti- 
mates,  the  Secretary  at  War  fiatea 
them,  261 — Debate  OB  the  Re- 
Vou  XLIII. 


port  of  the  army  efHmates,  496 
— Dcbateon  the  fecond  reading  of 
the  Report  of  the  Refolutions  of 
the  Committee  of  Supply  on  the 
Army  extraordinanes,  579-*-» 
Account  of  the  Army  ciaitiaordi- 
naries,  from  Decembier  i  j,  1794 
to  Norember  14, 1795 ;  796 

B, 

Bakers,  ^^^  Com 

Bread,  See  Com 

Bridporty  Lord-^Vote  of  thanki 
mored  to  him,  for  the  yidbry  ob- 
tained by  him'  on  the  i^d^  Junct 

'79Sf  63 — '^^^  thanks  of  the 
Houfe  communicated  to  him  by 
Mr.  Speaker,  with  his  LordQiip's 
reply,  64 
Budget,  Mr.  Pitt  opens  it|  59^ 

C. 

Call  of  the  Houfe  moved  for  by 
Mr.  Fox,  145— ConTcrfatioarci- 
pedingit,  646 


INDEX, 


Corn— Mr.  Pitt  movct  to  incrodace 
a  bill  to  continue  the  importation 
of  foreign  corn,  duty  free,  57— 
Debate  on  taking  into  confioera- 
tion  the  bigli  price  of  corn,  66— 
Mr.  Pitt  moves  for  a  bounty  to 
be  allowed  on  the  importation  of 
corn,  248— Debate  rcfpc^ing 
the  importation  of  it,  2$o«->BiU 
for  preventing  the  obftrutlion  to 
a  free  palTage  of  grain,  read  a 
firft  ana  fecond  time,  349— De- 
bate on  the  motion  for  an  aflbcia* 
tion  of  the  members  to  diminifk 
the  confumption  of  bread  made 
of  wheat  flour,  &c.  724— The 
Houfe '  in  a  Committee  on  the 
com  bounty  bill,  740— Debate 
on  the  Committee's  Report  to 
permit  bakers  to  make  and  Mi 
certain  forts  of  bfCad,  7^3,  793 
<— Debate  on  the  motion  for  a 
Committee  of  the' Houfe  to  con- 
fider  the  high  price  of  com,  789 

Cornwallis,  Vice  Admiral — Mr* 
Dundas  moves  the  thanks  of  the 
Houfeto  him  for  his  conduct  on 
the  i6th  and  17th  June  1795, 
ixo 


D. 


Dean  of  Facuky,  <$*/^Hon.  Henry 
£rikine 

Didilleries— -Debate  relpe^ing  the 
working  of  thent,  sind  of  the  ma- 
terials ufed,  159— Refpef^ingthe 
diflillation  of  mohflesi  696 


£. 


£rflcine,  Hon,  Henry— Correfpon- 
dence  rdpeifHng  the  eIe£Hon'of 
xhk  Dean  of  Facufty  of  £din- 
brughy  689' 

G.; 

Gardner,  Sir  Alad^^tbc  thanks  of 

theHoufecommunicated  to  him  by 

Mr.  Speaker  for  his  conduct  on 

the  ajd  of  June  1795,  with  Sir 

A.  G^s  reply,  65 


H. 

Horfes — Debates  on  cbe  bill   4ft 
granting  duties  oa  them,  73S, 

79i»  793 
Hothara,  Admiral — ^bis  anlwr  to 

the  vote  of  thanks  of  the  Hooie 

for  his  cotidud  on  the    14th  of 

March  1795,  63 


King  V  (The)  fpeechy  on  the  ootm^ 
xbg  of  Parliament,  1 — ^Meflage 
fi-om  the  Lords  defiring  a  ooo* 
ference  in  confequeoce  of  the  ia- 
fult  offered  to  the  Kiog  in  Ids 
way  to  and  from  Parliamentp  $2, 
C4^— Copy  pf  the  addrcfs  to  the 
Ring  on  that  occafion,  with  His 
Majefty's  anfwer,  61— The 
King's'  anfwer  to  the  suidrefs  of 
thanks  for  his  fpeecb,  62— ttll 
for  the  fecunty  of  his  perfbn  read 
aflrflttme,  160— ^The  fame  read 
a  fecond    time,    2^$«— MelSi^ 

:  from  the  King  that  C<^ood  Caw* 
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